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B  O  O  K     T. 
C  H..A  P  T  E  R     VIII.    . 

•  *  *  ' 

§  L  The  Commons  revive  the  till  ogainfl  occaftonal  conformity. 
^  II,  Cart/piracy  trumped  up  by  Simon  Frafer^  Lord  Lovat. 
§  III,  The '.  Lerds  frefent  a  remonjirance  to  the  ^een, 

'   §  IVr  The  Commons  pafs  a  vste  in  favour  of  the  Earl  of 
Noningham*.     &  V,  Second  remonfirance  of  the  Lords. 
S  VI,  Further di^ufes  between  'the  two  Houfei     %  Vlh 
The  ^een^^i$ts,  the  flrjl  fruits  and  the  tenth f  to  the  pfof 

*  'dergy.    §  VIII,  Enquiry  info  naval  affairs.    §  IX.  Tryal 
^•f  Lindfay.     §  X.  Meeting  of  the   Scottijh'^ parliament. 

,  ^  XI,  Violent  oppojition  to  the  minijlry  in  that  kingdom* 
•  *  •  ^'Kll.  Their  parliament  pafs  the  a£l  of fecurity.  §XiII. 
Melancholy  Jituation  of  the  EmperorU  affairs.  §  XIV. 
The  Duie  of  Marlborough  marches  at  the  head  of,  the  allied 
firmy  into  Germany.  §  XV,  He  defeats  the  Bavarians  at 
Schellenberg.  §  "X  VI .  Fruitlefs  negociaiion  with  the  EleStdr 
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'  §f  Bavaria.  §  XVII.  TJ^  confederates  obtain  a  complete 
viHory  at  Hochjiadt.  §  XVIII.  Siege  of  Landau.  §  XIX., 

\  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  returns  to  England.  §  XX.. 
State  of  the  war  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  §  XXI  •  Cam" 
paign  in  Portugal.  §  XXII.  Sir  George  Roo^e  takes 
Gibraltar.  §  XXIII.  And  worfts  the  French  fleet  in  a 
battle  off  Malaga.  .§  XXIV.  Seffion  of  parliament  in 
England.  §  XXV.  An  aft  ofalienatien  pajfed  againjl  the 
Scots.  §  XXVI.  Manour  of  Woodftock  granted  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  §  XXVII,  Difputes  between  the 
.  ,  ,ivjo  Houfes  on  the  fubjeSi  of  the  Aylefhury  conftable^* 
%  XXVIII.  TheparUamefit  diffihed.  §  XXIX.  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  parliament  of  Scotland.  §  XXX.  They  pafi 
an  a6t  for  a  treaty  of  union  with  England.  §  XXXI. 
Difference  between  the  parliament  and  convocation  in  Ireland^' 
§,  XXXII.  Fruitlejs  campaign  on  the  Mofelle.  §  XXXIU. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  forces  the  French  Unes  in  Brabant. 
§  XXXIV.  He  is  prevented  by  the  deputies  of  the  States 
from  attacking  the  French  army.  §  XXXV.  He  vijits  the 
Imperial  court  of  Vienna.  §  XXXVI.  ^tate  of  the  war  oh 
the  Upper  Rhine^  in  Hungary^  Piedmont^  Portugal^  and 
Poland.  §  XXXVIL  Sir  Thmas  Dilkes  deftroys  pari  of 
the  French  fleet j  and  relieves  Gibraltar.  §  XXXVIII. 
The  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  CloUdefley  Shovel  reduce 
Barcelona.  §  XXXIX.  The  EarVs  furprifing  progrefs  in 
Spain.  §  XL.  New  parliament  in  England.  §  XLL 
Bill  for  a  regency  in  cafe  of  the  ^eerfs  deceafe.  §  XLII. 
Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon  the  fuppofed  danger  to 
which  the  church  was  expofed^  §  XLIII.  The  parliament 
prorogued.  Difputes  in  the  convocation.  §  XLIV.  Cfl«» 
ferences  opened  for  a  treaty  of  union  with  Scotland.  §  XLV. 
Sub/lance  of  the  treaty. 

BOOK.    §  '•  H  ^  "T  H EN  the  parliament  met  in  Oftobcr,  the    V 

"^    j^     -^  \/\/     Qi*^^"  ^^  her  fpeech  took  notice  of  the 

1703.  ▼     ▼       declaration  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 

the  treaty  with  Portugal,  as  circumftances  advantagebut 

to  the  alliance.    She  told  them,  that  although  no  provi- 
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fion  wa^  made  for  the  expedition  to  Li(bon,  and  the  aug-    ^^  A  P. 

mentation  of  the  land-forces,  the  funds  had  anfwered  fo  , _'    i 

Mrell,  and  the  produce  of  prizes  been  fo  confiderable,  that  »703. 
the  publiclc  had  not  run  in  debt  by  thofe  additional  fer* 
vices :  that  {he  had  contributed  out  of  her  own  revenue  to 
the  fupport  of  the  circle  of  Suabia,  whofe  firm  adherence 
16  the  intereft  of  the  allies  deferved  her  feafonable  affift- 
ance.  She  faid,  (he  would  not  engage  in  any  unnecefiary 
expenfe  of  her  own^  that  Ihe  might  have  the  more  to 
ipare  towards  the  eafe  of  her  fubje^s.  She  recommended 
defpatch  and  union,  and  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  avoid 
any  heats  or  divifions  that  might  give  encouragement  to 
the  common  enemies  of  the  church  and  ftate.  Notwitb- 
ftanding  this  admonition,  and  the  addreiTes  of  both  Houfes, 
in  which  they  promifed  to  avoid  all  divifions,  a  motion 
was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  renewing  the  bill 
againft  occafional  conformity,  and  carried  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. In  the  new  draft,  however,  the  penalties  were 
lowered,  and  the  fevereft  claufes  mitigated.  As  the  court 
no  longer  interefted  itfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure^ 
the  Houfe  was  pretty  equally  divided  with  refpe£l  to  the 
fpeakers,  and  the  debates  on  each  fide  were  maintained 
with  equal  fpirit  and  ability  :  at  length  it  paiTed,  and  was 
fent  up  to  the  Lords,  who  handled  it  ftill  more  feverely. ' 
It  was  oppofed  by  a  fmall  majority  of  the  bi0iops,  and 
particularly  by  Burnet  of  Sarum,  who  declaimed  againft 
It,  as  a  fcheme  of  the  papifts  to  fet  the  church  and  pro- 
teftants  at  variance.  It  was  fucceffively  attacked  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonlhire,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Lords 
Haverfliam,  *Mohun,  Ferrars,  and  Wharton.  Prince 
George  of  Denmark  abfented  himfelf  from  the  Houfe; 
and  the  queftion  being  put  for  a  fecond  read/ng,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative :  yet  the  Duke  of  Marlj^orougH  and 
Lord  Godolphin  entered  their  diilent  Againft  Its  being  re- 
je&ed,  though  the  former  h^d  pofitively  declfired,  that  he 
thought  the  bill  unfeafonable.V  The  Commons  having  pe«* 
risied  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal,  voted  forty  thou« 
fiuid  men)  including  five  thoufand  marines^  for  the  fea« 
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fervice  of  the  enfuing  year ;  and  a  like  i>uP9bcr  of  land- 
forces,  to  a£i:  in  conjundion  with  the  allies,  befidesthe. 
jdditipnal  ten  thoufand :  they  likewife  refolvcd.  That  the 
prqportion  to  be  employed  in  Portugal  ibpuld  amount  tp 
eight  thoufand.  Sums  were  granted  for  the  maintenance 
of  thefe  great  armaments,  as  well  as  for  tlie  fubfidies  p§]r* 
able  to  her  Majefty's  allies  s  and  funds  appointed  equal  ti9 
theoccafion.  Then'they  aflixred  the  Queen,  ip  aij  addrefs, 
that  they  would  provide  fpr  the  fupport  of  Xifch  alliances 
^s  fhe  had  made,  or  ihould  make,  with  the  Dukp  of 
Savoy. 

§  II.  At  this  period  the  nation  was  ^larmi^d  by  the  de^* 
teftion  of  a  cpnfpiracy.  faid  to  be  hatched  by  tjie  Jacobites 
of  Scotland.  Simon  Frafer  Lord  Lovat,  a  man  of  defpe- 
rate  eiiterprife,  profound  dii&rnulation,  abandoned  morals, 
;ipd  ruined  fortune,  vi\\q  had  been  outlawed  for  havif>g 
raviihed  a  fifter  of  the  JV^arquisof  Athol,  was  the  perfon  to 
"lyhom  the  plot  feems  tp  h^veowed  Us  origin.  Ife  repaired 
to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,  where  he  undertook  to  af- 
iemble  a  bpdy  of  twel/p  thpuf;^pd  Highlanders  to  a(^  in 
favour  of  the  Prefpnder,  if  the  cpprt  of  France  would 
affift  them  with  a  fmall  re^enforcementpf  troops,  together 
with  o0icers,  arms,  ammunition,  and  money.  The 
l^rench  King  feemed  to  liften  to  the  prppofal ;  but,  as 
Frafer'a  charafler  was  infapious,  he  doubted  His  veracity. 
He  was,  therefore,  fent  back  to  Scotland  with  two,  other 
perfons,  who  were  inftru£led  to  learn  the  i|re9gth  and. 
fpntitpents  of  the  clans,  and  endeavour  to  engage  fome  of 
tjie  liability  in  the  defign  of  an  iflfurreftjon.  Frafer  no 
fponer  returned,  than  he  privately  difcovercd  the  whole 
tr^pfi^ftion  to  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  and  undertook  to 
ni^p  him  acquainted  with  the  whole  corrcfpondence  he- 
ty^e^n  the  Pretender  and  the  Jacobites.  In  confequencectf 
thi3  iexvice  he  was  provided  with  a  pafs,  to  fecure  him 
iiQX^  all  profecutipn  \  ^nd  made  a  progrefs  through  the 
^^hl^ds,  to  foupd  the  inclination  of  the  chieft^ns* 
3e%e  he  fet  out  on  this  circuit,  he  delivered  to  fhs  Duke 
a  i^ttfer  f^of^  ^  Qi^een  Dowager  at  St.  Germain's,  dii* 
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reded  W  the  Riar^ufe  of  Athol :  it  was  couched  itf  general    c  tt  A  P. 
terms,  and  fuperfcribed  in  ^  diffetent  charafter ;  Yo  that,   .         *  j 
iti  nil  probaUh'ty,  Frafer  had  forged  the  direction,  with  a       i^os* 
vJeir  to  ruin  the  Marquis,  who  had  profecuted  him  for 
the  injury  done  to  hrs  iifter.  He  i^i'o{)ofed  a  fecond  journey 
to  France,  where  he  fiipuld  be  aHe  to  difcovcJr  other  more 
material  circtrmftances ;  and  the  Duke  of  Qaeenfherry 
procured  a  pafs  fof  him  to  go  to  Holland  from  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  though  it  was  expedited  under  a  borrowed 
name.    The  Dtike  had  communicated  hh  difcoVery  to  the 
Qaeeii,  without  difclofing  his  nanie,  which  he  defired 
might  be  concettlcd  :  hei*  MaJcftJ^  believed  the  particulars, 
which  wtre  confirmed  by  her  fpies  at  Paris,  as  wefl  as  by 
the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  had  lately  been" 
conveyed  from  France  to  England  in  an  open  boilt,  anrf 
apprehended  at  Folkftone.    This  gentleman  pretended  at 
firft,  thai  his  intention  was  to  go  through  England  to  his 
Own  country,  in  otdeV  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Queen's 
pardon  ;  and  this,  in  all  probabifity,  was  his  feal  defign : 
but,  being  givert:  to  underftand  that  he  would  be  treated 
in  England  as  a  traitor,  unlefs  he  fhould  merit  forgive- 
liefs,   by  making  important  difcoverres,  he  related  all  h6 
knew  of  the  purpofed  infurreSionf.     From  his  informa- 
tion the  miniftry  gave  diredionrs  for  apprehending  one 
Keith,  whofe  uncle  had  accompanied  Frafer  from  France, 
and  knew  all  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  St,  Germain's. 
He  declared,  that  there  was  no  other  defign  on  foot,  except 
that  of  paving  the  way  for  the  Pretender's  afcending  the 
throne  after  the  Queen's  deceafe.     Fergufon,  that  veteran 
Cortfptrator,  aftrmed  that  Frafer  had  been  employed  by 
the  Duke  of  Queeniberi*y  to  decoy  fome  perfons  whom  he 
hated  into  a  confpiracy,  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  effeft  thtir  riiinj  and  by  the  dlfcovery  eftablKh 
Ms  own  credft,  which  beg'art  to  totter.  Perhaps  there  was 
ta^  much  reafon  for  thiis  imputation.     Among  thofe  who 
were  fcifed  at  thfs  rime,  w^S  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
I/indfey,  who  had  been  undfer-fecrefary  to  the  Earl  of 
MidcHeton,    He  h*ad  returned  froiA  France  to  Scotland*,  m 
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order  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Queen's  pardon,  under  the 
{belter  of  which  he  came  to  England,   thinking  himfelf 
1703.      fecure  from  profecution.      H^  protefted  he  knew  of  no 
defigns  againft  the  Qite^n  or  her  government ;  and  that 
he  did  not  believe  (he  would  ever  receive  theleaft  injury  or 
moleftation  from  the  court  of  St.  Germain's.    The  Houfe 
of  Lords  having  received  intimation  of  this  confpiracy:, 
refolved.  That  a  committee  fliould  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  particulars ;  and  ordered.  That  Sir  John 
Maclean  (hould  be  next  day  brought  to  their  Houfe.  The 
Queen,  who  was  far  from  being  pleafed  with  this  inftance 
of  their  officious  inteipofition,  gave  them  to  underftand  by 
QielTage,  that  ihe  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
change  the  method  of  examination  already  begun ;  and. 
that  {he  would  in  a  Short  time  inform  the  Houfe  of  the 
whole  affair.     On  the  feventeenth  day  ,of  December  the 
Queen  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  having  paffed  the 
\>Ul  for  the  land-tax,  made  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  in 
which  {he  declared,  that  {he  had  unqueftionable  informa- 
tion of  ill  pra£lices  and  defigns  carried  on  by  the  emifl'a- 
ries  of  France  in  Scotland.     The  Lords  perfifting  in  their 
refolution  to  bring  the  enquiry  into  their  own  Houfe,  chofe 
their  fcleft  committee -by  ballot;    and,  in  an  addrefs, 
thanked  her  Majefty  for  the  information  {he  had  been 
pleafed  to  communicate. 

§  III.  The  Commons,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
Queen  was  difobliged  at  thefe  proceedings  of  the  Upper 
Houfe,  whicl\,  indeed,  implied  an  infultupon  herminiftry, 
if  not  upon  herfclf,  prefented  an  addrefs,  declaring  them* 
felves  furprifed  to  find,  that  when  perfons  fufpeded  of 
,  treafonable  pra£lices  were  taken  into  cuftody  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's  meffengers,  in  prder  to  be  examined,  the  Lords,  in 
violation  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  had  wrefted 
them  out  of  her  hands,  and  arrogated  the  examination 
foiely  to  themfelves ;  fo  that  a  due  enquiry  into  the  evil 
practices  and  defigns  againfl  her  Majefty's  perfon  and 
government  might,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  obftrufled, 
Tbey  ^arneftly  dciired,  that  {he  would  fyffer  qo  diminu- 
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Xion  of  the  prerogative  i  and  they  affurcd  her  they  would,    chap. 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  fupport  her  in  the  exercife  of  ^        * 
it  at  home,  as  well  as  in  aflerting  it  againft  all  invafions      1703. 
whatfoever.     The  Queen  thanked  them  for  their  concern 
and  aflurances ;  and  was  not  ill  pleafed  at  the  nature  of 
the  addreis,  though  the  charge  againft  the  Peers  was  not 
ftridly  true ;  for  there  were  many  inftances  of  their  having 
aflumed  iuch  a  ri^ht  of  enquiry.      The  Upper  Houfe 
4leeply  refented  the  accufatiom    They  declared,  that  by 
the  known  laws  and  cuftoms  of  parliament,  they  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  take  examinations  of  perfons  charged 
with  criminal  matters,  whether  thofe  perfons  were,  or 
were  not  in  cuftody.     They  refolved.  That  the  addrefs 
of  the  Commons  was  unparliamentary,  groundlefs,  with- 
out precedent,  highly  injurious  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
tending  to  interrupt  the  good  correfpondence  between  the 
.two  Houfes,  to  create  an  ill  opinion  in  her  Majefty  of 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and 
privileges  of  parliament.    T<hey  prjdented  a  long  remon- 
Urance  to  the  Queen,  juflifying  their  own  condud,  ex- 
plaining thefteps  they  had  taken,  recriminating  upon  the 
Comnc^ons,  and  expreffing  the  moft  fervent  zeal,  duty, 
and  affe6tion  to  her  Majefty.    In  her  anfwer  to  this  repre- 
ientation,  which  was  drawn  up  with  elegance,  propriety, 
and  precifton,  fhe  profefled  her  forrow  for  the  mifunder- 
rfianding  which  had  happened  between  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  the  concern  they  had 
:exprefied  for  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  the.  prerogative, 
^which  ttkc  fhould  never  exert  fo  willingly  as  for  (he  good 
of  her  CubjeSs,  and  the  prote£lion  of  their  liberties. 

§  IV,  Among  other  perfons  feifed  on  the  coaft  of  SufTex, 
Oa  their  landing  irom  France,  was  one  Boucher,  who 
•had  been  aide-du-camp  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick*  This 
jnan,  when  examined,  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  con- 
spiracy :  he.  faid,  that  being  weary  of  living  fo  long 
abroad,  and  having  made  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  to 
4»btain  a  jp^ifij  he  had  chpfen  rather  to  caft  himfelf  on  the 

B  4  Queen'a 
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Qaeen's  mercy,  than  to  remain  longer  in  exile  from  his 
native  country.  He  was  tried  and.  condemned  fot  high- 
J703.  treafon,  yet  continued  to  declare  himfelf  ignorant  of  the 
plot.  He  proved,  that  in  the  war  of  Ireland,  as  well  as 
in  Flanders,  he  had  treated  the  Englifli  prifoners  with 
great  humanity.  The  Lords  defifted  from  the  profecution  ; 
he  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  died  in  Newgate,  On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  January  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  told 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Queen  had  commanded  him  to  lay 
before  them  the  papers  containing  all  the  particulars  hi- 
therto difcovered  of  the  confpiracy  in  Scotland  ;  but  that 
there^  was  one  circumftance  which  could  not  yet  be  pro- 
perly communicated,  without  running  the  rifque  of  pre-' 
venting  a  difcovery  of  greater  importance.  They  forth*- 
with  drew  up  and  prefented  an  addrefs,  defiring,  that  all 
the  papers  might  be  immediately  fubmitted  to  their  in* 
'fpe<aion.  The  Queen  faid  flie  did  not  expeft  to  be  prcflfed 
in  this  manner  immediately  after  the  declaration  fhe  had 
made  5  but  in  a  few  days  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  deli- 
vered the  papers  fealed  to  the  Houfe,  and  all  the  Lords 
were  fummoned  to  attend  on  the  eighth  day  of  February, 
that  they  might  be  opened  and  pefufed.  Nottingham  was 
fufpefled  of  a  defign  to  ftifle  the  confpiracy.  Complaint 
was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  dif- 
charged  an  officer  belonging  to  the  late  King  James,  who 
had  been  feifed  by  the  governour  of  Berwick.  A  warm 
debate  enfued,  and  at  length  ended  in  a  Fefolve,  That  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  one  of  her  Majefty's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  for  his  great  ability  and  diligence  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  for  his  unqueftionable  fidelity  to 
the  Queen  and  her  government,  and  for  his  fteady  adher- 
ing to  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  eftablilhed,- highly 
merited  the  truft  her  Majefty  had  repofed  in  him.  They 
ordered  the  Speaker  to  prefent  this  refolution  to  the 
Qiieen,  who  faid,  fhe  was  glad  to  find  them  fo  well.  fa. 
tisfied  with  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  was  trufted  by 
her  in  fo  confiderable  an  office.  They  perufed  theexami* 
laations  of  the  witnefles  which  were*  laid  before  tbein,^ 

without 
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without  paffiiig  judgement^    or  offering  advice  on  tbo    9H>ap« 
fubjed :  bat  they  thanked  her  Majefty  for  having  com-  \^ 

municated  thofe  particulars,  9fi  well  as^  for  her  wifdom      .270^ 
and  care  of  the  nation.     When  (he  Lords  proceeded  with 
uncommon  eagernefs  in  their  enquiry,  the  Lower  Houfe, 
in  another  addrefs,  renewed  their  complaints  againft  the 
condu£l  of  the  peers, .  which  they  ftill  affirmed  was  with* 
out  a  precedent.    But  this  was  the  language  of  irritated 
fadion,  by  which  indeed  both  fides  were  equally  aduated. 
§  V.  The  (tleSt  committee  of  the  Lords  profecuted  the 
enquiry,  and  founded  their  report  chiefly  ph  the  confeilion 
of  Sir  John  Maclean,   w^o  owned,    that  the  court  of 
St.   Germain's  had  liftened  to  Lo vat's  propofal :    that 
ieveral  councils  bad  been. held  at  the  Pretender's  court  on 
the  (f/hjtSt  of  an  invafion  j  and  that  perfons  were  fent 
over  to  found  fome  of  the. nobility  in  Scotland.     But  the 
nature  of  their  private  coi;rei^ondence  and  negociation 
could  not  be  difcovered.     Keith  had  tampered  with  his 
iincle  to  difclofe  the  whole  fecret ;  and  this  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  which    the  Queen  declined  imparting  to  the 
lA>rd$,  until  0ie  ihould  know  the  fuccefs  of  his  endea- 
vours, which  proved  inciFe^luaK     The  uncle  ftood  aloof; 
and  the  miniftry  did  no(  heartily  engage  in  the  enquiry. 
Xhe  Houfe  of  Lords  having  finiibed  thefe  examinations, 
and  being  warnted  with  violent  debates,  voted.  That  there 
had  been  dangerous  plots  between  fome  perfons  in  Scot* 
land  and  the  courts  of  France  and  St.  Germain's ;  and. 
That  the  encouragement  for  this  plotting  arofe  from  the 
not  fettling  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  Scotland  in  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover.    Thefe  votes  were  fignified  to  the 
Queen  in  an  addrefs ;  and  they  promifed,.  that  when  the 
fucceffion  (bould  be  thus  iietded,  they  would  endeavour  to 
promote  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  upon  j«jft  and 
reafon^ble  terms.     Thentheycompo&d  another  reprefeo* 
tation,  in  anfwer  to  the  fecond  addrefs  of  th«  Conamon^, 
touching  their  proceedings.    They  charged  the  LoiiN|r 
i  'Houfe  with  want  of  zeal  in  the  whole  pcqgre&  of  tt^s 
enquiry.     They  pioduced  a  ^gresit  P^imWr;  <tfedP^(9ced^$, 

to 
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to  prove  that  th^ir  conduct  had  been  regular  and  parlia- 
mentary;  and  they.  In  their  turn,  accufed  the  Commons 
170J.  of  partiality  and  tnjuftlce  in  vacating  legal  elections.  The 
Queen,  in  anfwer  to  this  remonftrance,  faid,  (he  looked 
upon  any  mifunderftanditig  between  the  two  Houfes  as  a 
very  great  misfortune  to  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  ihe  fliould 
never  omit  any  thing  in  her  power  to  prevent  all  occalions 
of  them  for  the  future, 

§  VI.  The  Lords  and  Commons,  animated  by  fuch 
oppofite  principles,  feifed  every  opportunity  of  thwarting 
each  other.  An  aftion  having  *  been  brought  by  one 
Matthew  Afliby  againft  William  White,  and  the  other 
conftables  of  Aylefbury,  for  having  denied  him  ^he  privi- 
lege of  voting  in  the  laft  eledion,  the  caufe  was  trieci  at 
the  affifes,  and  the  conftableis  were  caft  with  damages. 
But  an  order  was  given  in  the  Queen*s-Bencli  to  quaih 
all  the  proceeding^,  fince  no  adion  had  ever  been  brought 
on  that  account.  The  caufe  being  moved  by  writ  of  error 
Into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  argued  with  great  warmth  : 
at  length  it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority,  that  the  order 
of  the  Queen*s-Bench  fhould  be  fet  afide,  and  judgement 
pronounced  according  to  the  verdi£t  given  at  the  affifes. 
The  Commons  confidered  thefe  proceedings  as  encroach- 
ments on  their  privilege?.  They  pafied  five  different  refo- 
lutions,  importing.  That  the  Commons  of  England  in 
parliament  afTembled  had  the  fole  -right  to  examine  and 
determiriie  all  matters  relating  to  the  right  of  election  of 
their  own  members :  That  the  pradice  of  determining 
the  qualifications  of  cleftors  in  any  court  of  Jaw  would 
expofe  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  returning- officers,  to  a 
multiplicity  of  vexatious  fuits,  and  tnfupportable  expenfes, 
and  fubjedt  them  to  different  and  independent  jurifdidions^ 
as  well  as  to  inconfiftent  determinations  in  the  fame  cafe, 
without  relief:  That  Matthew  Afliby  was  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  as  were  all  attornies,  follicitors,  coun- 
fellors,  and  ferjeants  at  law,  iblliciting,  profecuting,  or 
jrfeading,  in  any  cafe  of  the  fame  nature.  Thefe  refolu- 
tionS)  figoed  by  the  clerk^  were  fixed  upon  the  gate  of 
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pointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  ftate  of  the  cafe ;  and,  .^^  -_-*  i 
upon  their  report,  refolved.  That  every  perfon  being  17^; 
wilfully  hindered  to  exercife  his  right  of  voting,  might, 
maintain  an  adion  in  the  Queen's  courts  againft  the  officer 
by  whom  his  vote  (hould  be  refufed,  to  aflert  his  right,  and 
recover  damage  for  the  injury  :  That  an  aiTertion  to  the 
contrary  was  deftruflive  of  the  property  of  the  fubjeds, 
againft  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  manifeftly  tended 
to  the  encouragement  of  partiality  and  corruption :  That 
the  declaring  Matthew  Aihby  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  an  unprecedented 
attempt  upon  the  judicature  of  parliament,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  fubje£l  the  law  of  England  to  the  votes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Copies  of  the  cafe,  and  thefe  refolu- 
tions,  were  fent  by  the  I/ord-keeper  to  all  the  iherifFs  of 
England,  to  be  circulated  through  all  the  boroughs  of 
their  refpeftive  counties. 

§  VII.  On  the  feventh  day 'of  February  the  Queen  or- 
dered Secretary  Hedges  to  tell  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  Ihe  had  remitted  the  arrears  of  the  tenths  to  the  poor 
clergy :  that  {he  would  grant  her  whole  revenue  arifing 
out  of  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  as  far  as  it  fhould  be- 
come free  from  incumberance,  as  an  augmentation  of  their 
maintenance  :   that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  find 
any  method  by  which  her  intentions  to  the  poor  clergy 
might  be  made  more  efFedtual,  it  would  be  aa  advantage 
to   the  publick,  and .  acceptable  to  her  Majefty.     The 
Commons  immediately  brought  in  a  bill,  enabling  her  to 
alienate  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  ai>d  create  a  corpora- 
tion by  charter,  to  direct  the  application  of  it  to  the  ufes 
propofed  :  they  likewife  repealed  the  ftatute  of  Mortmain, 
fo  far  as  to  allow  all  men  to  bequeath  by  will,  or  grant  by 
deed,  any  fum  they  fhould  think  fit  to  give  towards  the 
augmentation  of  benefices*    Addrefies  of  thanks  and  ac- 
knowledgement from  all  the  clergy  of  England  were  pre- 
fented  to  t.iie  (^een  for  her  gracious  bounty :    but  very 
^t^e  regard  ^as  paid  to  Burnet,  Biibop  of  Sarum,  aU 

. though 
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though  tbe  i^em  declared  that  prelate  author  of  the 

projeft.    He  was  generally  hated  either  as  a  Scot,  a  low- 

Ttc^.^     church-man^  or  a  meddling  parti(an. 

§  VIII.  In  March  an  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
jiavy  waft  begun  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordt.     They  defired 
the  Qpeen,  in  an  addrefs,  to  give  fpeedy  and  effe£tual 
cn^der$,  that  a  number  at  ihips  fuf&cient  for  the  home* 
fervfce  (hould  be  equipped  and  manned  with  alT  pofflble 
expedition.   Tbey  refolved,  That  Admiral  Graydon's  not 
attacking  the  four  French  ihips  in  the  channel  had  been  a 
prejudice  to  the  Queen's  fervice,  and  a  difgriace  to  the 
ilatioQ :  That  his  preffing'i»en  in  Jamaica,  and  his  feve-> 
rity  towards  matters  of  merchant  veflels  and  tranfports,  had 
been  a  great  difcouragement  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
idand,  as  well  as  prejiiidicial  to  her  Majefty's  fervice ;  and 
tbey  prefemed  the  addrefs  againft  him',  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  difmified.    They  examined  the  accounts  of 
the  Earl  of  Orford,  againft  which-  great  clamour  had  been 
raifed  ^  and,  taking  cognizance  of  the  remarks  made  by 
tbe  commiSionersf  of  the  pvMick  accounts,   found  them  { 
falfe  in  fad,  ill-grounded,  er  of  no  importance.     The 
Commons  befought  the  Queen  to  order  a  profecution  on 
account  of  ill  pradtices  in  the  Ear)  of  Ranelagh's  office ; 
and  they  hnt  up  to  the  Lords  a  bill  for  continuing  the  . 
cooimiffion  on  the  puUick  accounts.     Some  alterations 
were  made  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  efpeciajly  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  commiftoners  ;   but  thefe  were  rejefted  by  the 
Commons.     The  Peers  adhering  to  their  amendments, 
the  bill  dropped,  and  tbe  commifton  expired.    No  other 
Ml  of  any  confequence  pafled  in  this  ieffion,  except  an 
ad  for  ratfmg  recruits,  which  empowered  juftices  of  the 
peace  to  imprtk  idle^perfons  for-  foWiers  and  marines.    On 
the  third  day  of  April  the;  Queen  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peer^,  and  having  made  a  (hort  fpcech  on  the  ufual  toprcks 
of  adtnow]e<^ement,  unity,  and  moderation,  prorogued 
the  parftam«ni  to  the  fourtb  day  of  July.     Th«  dififion 
ftiH  concinaed  between  the  two  Houfes  of  cenv^ocation ; 
fo  thm  nothing  of  momenftw^tranffaded  m  that  ^fic^My, 

except 
I 


ANNE.  13 

except  their  addieTs  to  the  Queen  upon  her  granting  the   CHAF. 
firft-fruif3S  and  tenths  for  the  augmeqtatton  pf  (inall  bene*  .  ^ 

fices.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Lower  Houie  fent  their  1701* 
prolocutor  with  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to^  return  their  .thanks  to  that 
honourable  Houfe  for  having  efpouied  the  intereft  of  the 
dergy ;  and  to  afliire  them  that  the  convocation  would 
purfue  fuch  methods  as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fupport, 
honour,  intereft,  and  fecurity  of  the  church  as  now  by 
law  eftabltihed.  They  fent  up  to  the archbiihopLand  prer 
lates  divers  reprefentations,  containing  complaiat$,  and 
.propofing  canons  and  articles  of  reformation;  but. very 
little  regard  was  paid  to  their  remonftrances,     . . 

%  IX.  About  this  period  the  Earl  of  Nottingjiam,  after 
having  inefie^ually  prefled  the  Queen  to  difcar4  the  Duke3 
of  S^meriet  and  Devonfhire,  refigned  the  (i^ls.  The 
Earl  of  Jerfey  and  Sir  Edward  Seymour  were  difmiiled : 
the  Earl  of  Kent  was  appointed  chamberlf  in,  Harley  &<- 
cretary  of  fl^te,  and  Henry  St.  John  fecretaryof  war. 
The  difcovery  of.  the.  Scottifli  confpiracy  was  no  fooner 
known  in  France,  than  Louis  ordered  Frafjqr  to  be  im« 
prifoned  in  the  Baftile.  In  England,  Lindfay  being  fen-' 
tenced  to  die  for  having  correfponded  with  France,  wa$ 
given  to  underftand  that  |ie  ha(^  x^o  mercy  to ,  exped  VkXi'^ 
Jefs  be  wovld  difcm^er  the  confpiracy.  He  porfifted  in 
denying  all  knowledge  of  any  fuch  confpiracy ;  and, 
fcorned  tp  fave  his  life  by  giving  falfe  infprmation.    In  . 

order  to  intimidate  him  into  a  confeifion,  the  miniftry 
ordered  him  to  be  conveyed  to  Tyburn,  where  he  ftill 
reje^ed  life  upon  the  tcrrn^  propofed:  tl^en  he. was  car- 
ried back  to  Newgate,  whiere  he  repiaii^^d  fofne  years :  at 
length  he  was  haniibedj  and  died  qf  hungier  i^  Holland* 
The  minifters  had  been  fo  lukewarm  and  languid  in  the 
ipveftigsiktiQii  of  the  Sqottiflx .  confpiracy,  t^t .  th^  Whign 
loudly  exclaifned  againft  them  as  diiguifed  Jacobitea,  and 
even  whifpered  infinuations,  iniplying,  that  the  Queeq 
herfelf  had  a  feoret  bias  of  fifterly  affedica  for  the  C9urt 
of  St.  Germain's.  What  feemed  to  confirm  this  allega- 
tion,    ' 
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tion,  was  the  difgrace  of  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  v/h6 
had  exerted  himfelf  with  remarkable  zeal  in  tlie  detefiion  : 
1703.      but  the  decline  of  his  intereft  in  Scotland' was  the  real 
caufe  of  his  being  laid  afide  at  this  junfture. 

§  X,  TTie  defi^n  of  the  court  was  to  procure  in  the 
ScottHh  parliamept  the  nomination  of  a  fuccefTor  to  the 
crown,  and  a  fjipply  for  the  forces,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  in  th^  preceding  feffion.  Secretary  Johnfton,  in 
concert  with  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  undertook  to 
carry  thefe  points,  in  return  for  certain  limitations  on  the 
fucceflbr,  to  which  her  Majefty  agreed.  The  Marquis 
5?!?**';  ^  was  appointed  commiffioner.  The  office  of  lord-regifter 
Anne.  was  beftowed  upon  Johnfton;   and  the  parliament   met 

LockharT*    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^7  ^^  J^'^'     '^^^  QpeeH,  in  her  letter,  ex- 
Burchet. '     prefled  her  concern  that  thefe  divifions  fhould  have  rifen 

LWtsot  th    *^  ^"^^  ^  height,  as  to  encourage  the  enemies  of  the  na- 
Admirais.      tiQn  to  employ  their  emiflaries  for  debauching  hcfr  good 

Hift*J!f  Eu-  ^"'^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  allegiance.     She  declared  her  refolu- 
rope.  tion  to  grant  whatever  could  in  reafon  be  demanded  for 

Dl^'fMari-  S^ic^i^g  *h^  minds  of  the  people.  She  told  them,  flie  had 
Wroiigh.  empowered  the  Mai:quis  of  Tweedale  to  give  unqueftion- 
able  proofs  of  her  determination  to  maintain  the  govern*- 
ment  in  church  and  ftate  as  by  law  eftablifhed  in  that 
kingdom ;  to  confent  to  fuch  laws  as  fhould  be  found 
wanting  for  the  further  fecurity  of  both,  and  for  prevent- 
ing all  encroachments  fc^r  the  future.  She  earneftly  cx- 
An.  x7o4>  horted  them  to  fettle  the  fucceffion  in  the  proteftant  line, 
as  a  ftep  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  own  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs,  the  qi|iet  and  fecurity  of  all  her  dominions,  the 
reputation  of  her  affairs  abroad,  and  the  improvement  of 
the  proteftant^intereft  through  all  Europe.  She  declared, 
that  fhe  had  authorifed  the  commiffioner  to  give  the  royal 
aflent  to  whatever  could  be  reafonably  demanded,  and 
was  in  her  power  to  grant,  for  fecuring  the  fovercignty 
and  liberties  of  that  her  ancient  kingdom.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  the  letter  turned  upon  the  neceffity  of  their 
pantipg  a  fupply,  the  difcouragement  of  vice,  the  en- 
couragement 
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«otirageinent  of  commerce,  and  the  uAial  rjecommenda*    chap. 
tion  of  moderation  ^d- unanimity.  ^ 

§  XL  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  prefented  a  refolve.  That      17<h« 
the  parliament  would  not  name  a  fucceffiur  to  thecrown^ 
until  the  Scots  ihould  have  concluded  a  previous  treaty 
with  England,  in  relation  to  commerce  and  other  con- 
cerns.    Thia  motion  produced  a  warm  debate,   in  the 
courfe  of  which  Fletcher  of  Salton  expatiated  upon  the 
hardfliips  and  miferies  which  the  Scots  had  fuftained  fince 
die  union  of  the  two  crowns  under  one  foveretgn,  and  the 
impofEhih'ty  of  bettering  their  condition,    unlefs    they 
fliould  uke  care  to  anticipate  any  defign  that  tended  to  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  calamities.    Another  refolve  was 
produced  by  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  importing.  That  the 
parliament  ihould  proceed  to  make  fuch  limitations  and 
conditions  of  government  as  might  be  judged  proper  for 
ledifying  the  conftitution ;   for  vindicating  and  fecuring 
the  fovereigoty  and  independency  of  the  nation;  and  that 
then  the  parliament  would  take  into  confideration  the 
other  refolve  offered  by  theJOuke  of  Hamilton,  for  a  treaty 
previous  to  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr.    This  propofal 
was  feconded  by  the  court*party,  and  violent  heats  enfued. 
At  length.  Sir  James  Falconer,  of  Fhefdo,  offered  an 
expedient,    which  neither  party  could  refufe  with  any 
fhow  of  moderation.    He  fuggefted  a  refolve.  That  the 
parliament  would  not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  fuc* 
ceilbr,  until  the  previous  treaty,  with  England  ihould  be 
difcufled ;  and  that  it  would  make  the  necefiary  limita- 
tions and  conditions  of  government,  before  the  fucceilbr 
ihould  be  nominated.     This  joint«refolve  being  put  to  the 
vote,  was  earned  by  a  great  majority.    The  treaty  with 
England  was  negle^ed,  and  the  affair  of  the  fucceffioli 
confequently  poftponed.     The  Duke  of  Athol  moved^ 
That  her  Majefty  ihould  be  defired  to  fend  down  the  wit* 
nefles,  and  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  confpiracy,  that^ 
after  due  examination,  thofe  who  were  unjuibly  accufed 
might  be  vindicated,   and  the  guilty  puniihed  according 
to  their  demerits*    The  commiffioner  declared,  that  he 
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hfid  already  ivtritten^  and  would  write  again  to  tfaeQpeen 
on  that  fubje£t.  The  intention  of  the  cavaliers  was  to 
1764;  convi£t  the  Duke  of  Queeniberry'of  malice  and  calumny 
in  the  profecution  of  that  afiaic,  ^ciiat  they  might  w^eak 
their  vengeance  opon  him;  for  that  ihftance  of  his  anihio« 
fity,  asjarell  as  for  his  having  dcferteil  them^iuthefibntier- 
ieffion.  tie  found  means,  however^ .to  perfuade  the  Queeir^ 
that  fudi  an  enquiry  would  not  only.  protid£t. the  feffion^ 
l>utal(biivert  l^em  from  the  fstdement  of  the  fiicpeiSon^ 
and  irai&fnch  a  ferment  as  might  beprodufiive  of  tragical 
con&qaences.  .  Alarmed  at  thefeAiggeftions^  iherefolyed 
to. prevent Xbe. examination;  and  gave  no  anfwer  to  the 
xepeated  applicjUtoiis  made  by  her  parliament  and  imiiifiBrs* 
Mean  nl^hile  .  the  Duke  .of  C^en&erry  appeafed  his  ^ne* 
rntes  tn  Scothuidy  by  dhreding'aD  his  friends  to  join  in  tife 
oppofition*  .      * 

^  Xil.  The  Doke  of /Hamilton  again  moved.  That  the 
partiamentfiiaald  proceed  to  the  limitations,:  and  name 
commiffioners  to  treat  with  England,  previo4&to  ^H  other 
bufmcfs,  except  an  ad  for  a  land-tax  of  two  months,  ne- 
cefiaryforthe  immediate  fabfiftence  of  the  forces.  The! 
Earl  of  Marchmoht  propofed  an  a£b  to  exclude  all  popiffa 
fiocce&brsr ;  but  this  was  warmly  oppofed  as  unfeafonable^ 
by  Hamilton  and  his  party.  A  bill  of  fupply  being  offered 
by  the  Lbrd^juftice  clerk,  die  cavaliers  tacked  to  h  great 
part  of  the  a&  of  fecurity,  to  which  the  royal  aflent  had 
been  refofed  in  the  former  feffion.  Violenftdebatets  arofei 
6>  that  the  Houfe  was  filled  with  rage  and  tumult.  The 
national  fpirit  of  independence  had  been  wrought  up  to  k 
dahgeroirs  pitch  of  enthufiafin^  The  ftreeta  were  crowded 
with  peopk  of  all  ranks^  exclaiming  againft  English  in* 
lluence ;  and,  threatening  to  facriiice  as  traitors  to  tbeir 
country,  alt  who  fhoold  embrace  meafures  that  feemed  to 
favour  a  foreign  intereft.  The  commiffioner  and  bis  friends 
wero  confounded  and  appalled.  Finding  it  inipoffible  to 
Hem  the  torrent,  be,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  odiei ' 
mtntfters,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  reprefenting  the 
uncomfostable  fituation  of  affairs,   and  advifing  her  Ma«' 
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jefty  tp  pafc  the  bill,  ii)cuRil?cre4  gs  jt  was  with  th^  2>£l  of 
fccwri^y.  J^ord  Gpdolphin*  on  whpfc  council  fte  chiefly 
relied,  found  hiqfifelf  ipyplvecj  ip.gre^t  perplexity,     7"hp 

Tories  hg^  dcirpted  h'm  to  deftrw^iqn.  He  fpreftw  tji^t 
the  Qiieen'5  cpncefliop  tp  fhe  Stot;^  jp  ^j)  ^fE^jf  of  f^clj 
CQn{^(}il0n(:^  would  fMrpiih  bi^  cpepr^ies  with  a  plguf;))lc 
pretence  to  grraign  the  conduct  pf  her  njinifter  :  hwt  bp 
chpfe  tQ  f Uf>  that  rifcjue,  rather  th?n  fe?  the  arrpy  di(bande4 
for  want  of  a  fMpply>  and  the  IcJpgdom  left  e^p^fed  tp  aij 
ijjvafion.  He,  tb^^fpf^^  ftc^aded  the  advice  qf  |:he 
Septti/b  n^jpifter?  j  and  tb?  Qj^fn  ^utborifed  the  com- 
mil&oner  tp  f^k  the  bill  that  was  depending.  Thi$  ^H 
provided.  That  J*)  fafe  pf  the  Queen-s  dying  withouf 
iffuea  parlian^ent  jlbQvId  in^qi^diat^ly  qi^eet,  and  decjare  thp 
fucceilpr  to  the  crpwn,  difFerent  frptpt)  the  peribn  poflefr 
lingtbe  thrp^  pf  England,  uplefs  before  that  pefiqd  f. 
fettieipe^t  %M4ld  hp  piade  ip  parliament  of  the  rights  s^f}4 
liberties  of  the  nation,  ipdepejndept  pf  Epgliib  coyncils : 
by  apotb^  cjaufe,  tb^y  wfre  eiflpowpred  to  ari?)  aijd  train 
the  fubje£|^,  fp  a§  to  put  thep  in  .a  poilufe  of  d^fepfe, 

The  Sa^tfft  parliament  havipg,  by  alaud^l^  e.:n(:jprtipft  pf 
fpirit,  pbmri^i  |bi$  f^&  of  fecurity,  grapted  th^  ftippljr 
without  fHTtbej:  hesitation:  bu>t»  P^t  yet  ftti^ftcvl  witb 
ihi^  facfifi.?^,  thi?y  .epgaged  iff  debates  about  tb«  c9nfp'ir 
jracy,  and  th^  prop^,^4ings  pf  tbe  f^pufe  of  Lord?  ip  tJpg? 
Jand^  wbicb  they  t^lfmSi  a^  951(:1<?U?  intermeddling  ig 
ijl^ei^  q^acef ps,  and  an  en<:roa9bnje^t  Hpon  the  foyereigrUy 
;md  ijadepi^n^^p^y  of  the  ^V^^^e  Th?y  drew  Mf  an  ad«. 
4refs  t9  tbp  QlBQ^i  defiripg  tb^M:  th^  evidpnpe  au4  p?pw 
ffteting  to  tJxe  plpt  rpigbt  befA>bje<Si^  tp  tbejr  examipatipq 
in  tJ^e  pext  feUJ^^*  Meap  wbile,  thie  cpnjmiffioper^  dfead" 
i^g  tb^  ffirtbJ?r  prpgpfs  of  fuch  an  upgpvernable  ferpcity, 
pfQfQgn^  tlve  pi^rljao^^nt  tP  th?  fpventb  dfLy  of  OfSob^. 
Tk^  aft  of  fcci^rity  being  tranfjpitted  fp  ^nglan^,  copies 
$f  it  w^rP  circnlated  by  tb^  enemies  of  C^odplpbin,  who 
reprefented  it  as  a  meafure  of  tbgt  mipi^r  ;  and  thelcipg- 
d43^  W^9  f^\^  wi^h  .inuri^ur^  and  diicoptj^pt. .  People 
openly  declared,  tbsit  tb^  two  kipg4o9i9  were  nPW  fepa- 
Vol.  II.  C  rated 
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rated  by  law,  fo  as  never  to  be  rejoined.  Reports  wer^r 
fpread,  that  great  quantities  of  arms  had  been  conveyed 
to  Scotland,  and  that  the  natives  were  employed  in  pre- 
parations to  invade  England.  All  the  blame  of  thefe 
tranfadlions  was  imputed  to  Lord  Godolphin,  whom  thfc 
Tories  determined  to  attack,  while  the  other  party  re- 
folved  to  exert  their  whole  influence  for  his  prefervationi 
yet,  in  all  probability,  he  owed  his  immediate  fupport  to 
the  fuccefs  of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

§  XIII.  Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable  than  the 
fituation  to  which  the  Emperor  was  reduced  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feafon.  The  malcontents  in  Hungary  had 
rendered  themfelves  formidable  by  their  fuccefs :  the 
Eleflor  of  Bavaria  pofTeflfed  all  the  places  on  the  Danube, 
as  far  as  PafTau,  and  even  threatened  the  city  of  Vienna, 
whkrh  muft  have  been  infallibly  loft,  had  the  Hungarians 
and  Bavarians  adled  in  concert.  By  the  advice  of  Prince 
Eugene,  the  Emperor  implored  the  afliftajtice  of  her  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ex- 
plained to  her  the  neceflity  of  undertaking  his  relief.  This 
nobleman  in  the  month  of  January  had  crofled  the  fea  to 
Holland,  and  concerted  a  fcheme  with  the  deputies  of  the 
States- General,  for  the  operations  of  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign. They  agreed,  that  General  Auverquerquc  fhould  lie 
upon  the  defenfive  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops  in  the 
Netherlands,  while  the  main  army  of  the  allies  fhould  aft 
upon  the  Rhine,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  Such  was  the  pretext  under  which  this 
confummate  general  concealed  another  plari,  which  was 
communicated  to  a  few  only,  in  whofe  difcretion  he  could 
confide.  It  was  approved  by  the  Penfionary  and  fome 
leading  men,  who  fecured  its  favourable  reception  with 
the  States-General,  when  it  became  neceffary  to  impart 
the  fecret  to  that  numerous  aflembly.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  preparations  were  made;  on  pretence  of  carrying  the 
war  to  the  banks  of  the  Mofelle. 

§  XIV.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  Duke,  accompaw 

nied  by  his  brother  General  Ghurchill,  Lieutenant-Ge- 
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neral  Lumley,  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  and  other  officers  of    CHAP. 
diftin6lion,  embarked  for  Holland,  where  he  had  a  long   ^  -,  J 
conference  with  a  deputation  of  the  States,  concerning  a       1704. 
propofal  of  fending  a  large  army  towards  the  MofeTle. 
The  deputies  of  Zealand  oppofed  this  meafure  of  fending 
their,  troops  to  fuch  a  diftance  fo  ftrenuoufly,   that  the 
Duke  was  obliged  to  tell  them,  in  plain  terms,  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  thither  with  the  Britifli  forces.    He 
accordingly  aflembled  his  army  at  Maeftricht;   and  on 
the  eighth  day  of  May  began  his  march  into  Germany, 
The  French   imagined  his  intention  was  to  begin   the 
campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Traerbach,  and  penetrate  into 
France  along  the  Mofellfe.     In  this  perfuafion  they  fent  a 
detachment  to  that  river ;  and  gave  out  that  they  intended 
to  inveft  Huy,  a  pretence  to  which  the  Duke  paid  no  re- 
gard.    He  continued  his  route  by  Bedburg,  Kerpeoord, 
Kalfecken :  he  vifited  the  fortifications  of  Bonne,  wheri 
he  received  certain  advice,  that  the  recruits  and  re-en- 
forcements for  the  French  army  in  Bavaria  had  joined  the 
Eledor  at  Villingen.     He  redoubled  his  diligence,  pafTed 
the  Neckar  on  the  third  of  June,  and  halted  at  Laden- 
burgh :   from  thence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  States- Ge- 
neral, giving  them  to  underfland,  that  he  had  the  Queen's 
orders  to  march  to  the  belief  of  the  empire  ;  and  exprefSng 
his  hope  that  they  would  approve  the  defign,  and   allow 
their  troops  to  fliare  th^  honour  of  the  expedition.     By  the 
return  of  a  courier  he  received  their  approbation,  and  full 
power  to  command  their  forces.     He  then  proceeded  to 
Mildenheim,  where  he  was  vifited  by  Prince  Eugene ;  and 
thefetwo  great  men,  v^hofe  talents  were  congenial,  imme- 
diately contrafted  an  intimacy  of  friendfhip.     Next  day 
Prince  Louis  of  Baden  arrived  in  the  camp  at  Great  Hip- 
pach.     He  told  the  Duke,  his  grace  was  come  to  fave  the 
empire,  and  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
honour,   which  he  knew  was;  at  the  lafl:  flake  in  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  people.     The  Duke  replied,   he  was  come  to 
learn  of  him  how  to  ferve  the  empire  :  that  they  muft  be 
ignorant  indeed,  who  did  not  know  that  the  Prince  of 
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Baden,  when  his  health  permitted  him,  had  pKierved  the 
empire,  and  extended  its  conquefts. 
1704*  §  XV.  Thofe  three  celebrated  generab  agreed  that  the 

two  armies  fhould  join :  that  the  command  (houM  be  al- 
ternately vefted  in  the  Duke  and  Prince  Louis,  from  day 
to  day ;  and  that  Prince  Etigene  fli(Tuld  command  a  fepa* 
rate  army  on  the  Rhine.  Prince  Louis  returned  to  his 
army  on  the  Danube:  Prince  Eugene  fet  out  for  Philip* 
fourg :  the»Duke  of  Marlborough  being  joined  by  the  Im* 
perial  army  under  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  at  Waftertellen, 
profecuted  hisi  march  by  Elchingen,  Gingen,  and  Land- 
thauflen.  On  the  firft  day  of  July  he  was  in  figbt  of  the 
cnetny's  entrenchments  at  Dillingen,  and  encamped  with 
'his  right  at  Amerdighem^  and  his  kft  at  Onderingen. 
Underftanding  that  the  EleQor  of  Bavaria  had  detached 
the  beft  part  of  his  infantry  to  re-enforce  the  Count 
D'Arco,  who  was  polled  behind  ftrong  lines  at  Schellen- 
berg  near  Donawert,  he  refolved  to  attack  their  entrench- 
ments .without  delay.  On  the  fecond  day  of  July  he  ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy,  and  paffed  the  river  Wermitz  : 
about  five  o*clock  in  the  afternoon  the  attack  was  begun 
by  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  infantry,  fupported  by  the  horfe 
and  dragoons.  They  were  very  feverely  bandied,  and  even 
obliged  to  give  way,  when  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  march- 
ing up,  at  the  head  of  the  Imperialifts,  to  another  part  of 
the  line,  made  a  diverfion  in  their  favour.  After  an  obfti- 
nate  refiftance  they  forced  the  entj"enchments,  and  the^ 
horfc  entering  with  the  infantry,  fell  fo  furioufly  upon  the 
enemy,  already  difordered,  that  they  were  routed  with 
great  flaughter.  They  fled  with  the  utmoft  trepidation  to 
Donawert  and  the  Danube,  leaving  fix  thoufand  men 
dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  confederates  took  fixteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  pair  of  colours,  with  all  the 
tents  and  baggage.  Yet  the  viSory  was  dearly  purchafed : 
fome  thoufands  of  the  allies  were  ftain  in  the  attack,  in- 
cluding many  gajlant  officers,  among  whom  were  the 
Generals  Goor  and  Beinheim,  and  Count  Stirum  was 
mortally  wounded.  Next  day  the  Bavarian  g^arrifon  aban- 
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doned  Donawcrt,  of  which  the  confederates  took  immc-    c  ^^^* 
diate  pofleffion,  while  the  EleSor  pafled  the  Danube  in  .  '   ^ 

his  march  to  the  river  Leche,  left  the  viftors  (hould  cut  oft*  i;o4. 
his  retreat  to  his  own  country.  The  confederates  having 
crolTed  the  Danube  on  feveral  bridges  of  pontoons,  a  de* 
tachment  was  fent  to  pafs  the  Leche,  and  take  poft  in  the 
country  of  the  £le£lor^  who  had  retired  under  the  canon 
of  Augfburg,  The  garrifon  of  Neuburg  retiring  to  Ingol- 
ftadt,  the  place  was  fecuted  by  the  confederates ;  and  the 
Cpunt  de  Frize  was  detached  with  nine  battalions  and 
Efteea  fquadrons  to  inveft  the  town  of  Rain.  Advice  ar- 
riving {[6m  Prince  Eugene,  that  the  Marefchals  Villeroy 
and  Tallard  had  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Fjort  Kehl,  with  an 

s  army  of  6ve-and-forty  thoufand  men,  to  fuccour  the 
£ledbr  of  Bavaria,  the  generals  of  the  allies  immediateljr 
xletached  Prince  Maximilian  of  Hanover,    with  thirty  ^ 

Iquadrons  of  horfe,  as  a  re^enforoement  to  the  Prince.  In  ' 
a  few  days  Rain  furrendered,  and  Aicha  was  taken  by 
aiTaiilt.  The  Emperor  no  fooner  received  a  Confirmation 
of  the  viftory  of  Scbellenbei^,  than  he  wrote  a  lett^  of 
acknowledgement  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  or* 
dered  Count  Wratiflau  to  intinaate  his  intention  of  inveft*- 
ing  him  With  the  title  of  prince  of  the  empire^  which  the 
Duke  declined  accepting,  until  the  Queen  interpofed  her 
authority  at  the  defire  of  Leopold, 

§  XVI.  The  allies  advanced  within  a  league  of  Aug* 
fburg,  and  though  they  found  the  iEledor  of  Bavaria  too 
fecurely  potted  under  the  cannon  of  that  city,  to  be  dif- 
lodged  or  attacked  with  any  prafped  of  fuccefs,  they  en« 
camped  with  Friedburg  in  their  centre,  fo  as  to  cut  off  all 
communication  between  him  and  his  dominions.  The 
Duke  of  MarlboVough  having  reduced  him  to  this  fitua-* 
tion,  propofed  vei^'y  advantageous  terms  of  peace,  provided 
be  would  abandon  the  French  intcreft,  and  join  the  Im- 
perialifts  in  Italy.  His  fubjedts  feeing  themfelves  at  the 
mercy  of  the  allies,   preffed  him  to  comply  with  thefe 

*  offers,  rather  than  expofe  his  country  to  ruin  and  defola- 
tion.     A  negociation  was  begun^  and  he  feemed  ready  to 

C3    .  fign 


'^t  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

fign  the  articles,  when  hearing  that  Marefchal  Tallard 
had  pafled  the  Black-iForeft,  to  join  him  with  a  great  ]body 
J7©4.       of  forces,  he  declared,  that  fince  the  King  of  France  had 
made  fuch  powerful  efforts  to  fupport  him,  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  in  honour  to  continue  firm  in  his  alliance. 
The  generals  of  the  allies  were  fo  exafperated  at  this  dif- 
appointment,  that  they  fent  out  detachments  ta  ravage 
the  country  of  Bavaria,  as  far  as.  Munich  :   upwards  of 
three  hundred  towns,  villages,   and  caflles  were   inhu- 
manly deflroyed,  to  the  indelible  difgrace  of  thofe  who 
countenanced  -and    conducted    fuch  barbarous   praftices. 
The  Eleftor,  fhocked  at  thefe  brutal  proceedings,  defired, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,   that  a  ftop 
might  be  put  to  afts  of  violence  fo  oppofite  to  'true  glory. 
The  anfwer  he  received  implied,  that  it  was  in  his  own 
power  to  put  an  end  to  them  by  a  fpeedy  accommodation. 
Incenfed  at  this  reply,  he  declared,  that  fince  they  had 
obliged  him  to  draw  the  fword,  he  would  throw  away  the 
fcabbard.     The  Duke  and  Prince  Louis,  finding  it  im- 
pra<Slicable  to  attack  the  Eleftor  in  his  ftrong  camp,  re- 
folved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Ingolftadt,  and  for  that 
purpofe  pafTed  the  Paer  near  the  town  of  Schrobbenhaufen, 
where  they  encamped,  with  their  left  at  Clofterberg.    On 
the  fifth  day  of  Augufl  the'EIe<51or  of  Bavaria  marched  to 
Biberach,  where  he  wag  joined  by  Tallard.     He  refplved 
to  pafs  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  to  attack  Prince  Eugene, 
who  had   followed  the  French  army  from   the  lines  of 
Biehl,  and  lay  encamped  at  Hocphftadt.     Next  day,  how- 
ever,   he  made  a  motion   that  difappointed  the  enemy. 
Neverthelefs,  they  perfifted  in  their  defign  of  pafling  the 
Danube,  and  encamping   at  Blenheim.     The  allies  re- 
folved  that  Prince  Louis  (hould  undertake  the  fieg-e   of 
Ingoldfladt,  whilft  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  fhould 
pb'ferve  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria.     Advice  being  received 
that  he  had  acSually  crofled  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  joined  the  forces  of  Prince  Eugene 
at  the  camp  of  Munfter  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Auguft, 
Prince  Louis  having  by  this  time  marched  off  towards  the 
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place  he  intended  to  befiege.     Next   day  the  Duke  of    chap. 
Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene  obferved  the  pofture  of  »_       '  ^ 
the  enemy,  who  were  advantageoufly  polled  on  a  hill  near       1704* 
flochftadt,  their  right  being  covered  by  the  Danube  and 
the  village  of  Blenheim^  their  left  by  the  village  of  Lut- . 
2engen,  and  their  front  by  a  rivulet,  the  banks  of  which 
were  fteep,  and  the  bottom  mariby. 

§  XVII.  Notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  the  generals 
orefolved  to  attack  them  immediately,  rather  than  lie  in- 
ra£live  until  their  forage  and  provifion  (hould  be  con  fumed. 
They  were  moreover  ftimulated  to  .this  hazardous  enter- 
.prife,  by  an  intercepted  letter  to  the  EleiSor  of  Bavaria 
<from  Marefchal  Villeroy,  giving  him  to  underftand,   that 
he  had  received  orders  to  ravage  the  country  of  Wirtem- 
<berg,  and  intercept  all  communication  between  the  Rhine 
^nd  the  allied  army.     The  difpofitions  being  made  for  the 
attack,     and    the   orders  communicated   to    the  general 
:officers,  the  forces  advanced  into  the  plain  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  Auguft,  and  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle. 
The  cannonading  began  about  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
^continued  on  both  fides  till  one  in  the  afternoon.     7*he 
French  and  Bavarians  amounted  to  about  fixty  thoufand 
men.     Marefchal  Tallard  commanded  on  the  fight,   and 
pofted  feven-and-twenty  battalions,  with  twelve  fquadrons, 
•Jnthe  village  of  Blenheim,  fuppofing  that  there  the  allies 
-would  make  their  chief  eiFort:  their  left  was  conducted  hy 
.the  Eledor  of  Bavaria,  affifted  by  Marfin,  a  French  ge- 
neral of  experience  and  capacity.     The  number  of  the 
confederates  did  pot  exceed  five-and- fifty  :   their  right  was 
under  the  dire£lion  of  Prince  Eugene,  and  their  left  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.      At  noon  the 
a£lion  was  begun  by  a  body  of  Englifh   and    Heffians, 
under   Major-General  Wilkes,    who  having  paffed  the 
.rivulet  with  difficulty,  and  filed  off  to  the  left  in  the  face 
vof  the  enemy,  attacked  the  village  of  Blenheim  with  great 
^vigour;  but  were  repulfed  after  three  fucceffive  attempts. 
JAes^n  while  the  troops  in  the  centre,  and  part  of  the  right 
VWjjpgj  paffed  the  rivulet  on  planks  in  different  places; 
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arid  formed  on  th«  other  fide  withbut  iny  tnOlbftatlon  fr^tti 
the  ehtmy.  At  lehgth,  howeVei*^  thiey  WfertJ  chargfed  by 
i7fH*  the  Fithch  hoffe  With  fuch  impetiibrity,  Artd,  fo  tembly 
galled  iti  flank  by  the  troops  polled  at  Blfenhelm^  that  thfey 
fell  in  difordfef,  and  pztt  bf  thfem  i-fepaffetl  thfe  rivutet  t  but 
a  re-enforcement  of  drigobnS  cbrtihg  up,  the  French  Cd- 
valry  were  broke  in  their  tdrH,  ahd  driven  to  the  v^rjr 
hedges  of  the  village  of  tilehheiiii.  l^he  left  wing  i9f  the 
confederates  being  now  completely  formed j  afeended  thfe 
hill  in  a  firm  tompaSed  body,  ehargihg  the  enemy's 
h6rfe,  which  colild  ho  longer  ftaild  their  groiihd,  but  ral- 
lied feveral  times  as  they  gave  way,  TalJard*,  in  order  to 
make  a  vigorous  effort,  brder^d  ten  battalions  to  fill  Up 
the  intervals  of  his  cavalry.  The  Dtike,  perceiving  his  de- 
fign,  fent  three  battalions  of  the  troops  of  Zell  to  fuftaia 
'  his  hcirfe.  Neverthelefs,  the  lihfe  was  a  little  difordered  by 
the  prodigious  fire  from  the  French  infantfy,  and  even  ob- 
liged  to  recoil  about  fixty  paces  :  but  the  confederates 
advancing  to  the  charge  with  redoubled  afdour,  routed 
the  French  horfc  j  and  their  battalions  being  thus  aban- 
doned, were  cut  in  pieces.  Tallard,  having  rallied  hiB 
broken  cavalry  behind  fome  tents  that  ^ere  ftill  (landings 
refolved  to  draw  olF  the  troop^  he  had  ported  in  the  villagt 
of  Blenheim,  'and  fent  an  aide-du-taltip  to  Marfin^  V«^hb 
was  with  the  Eleflor  of  Bavaria  on  the  left,  to  defire  hfe 
i)vould  face  the  confederattes  with  fome  troops  to  the  right 
oF  the  village  of  Oberklau,  fo  as  bs  k6^p  them  in  play, 
and  favour  the  retreat  of  the  forces  frotn  Blenheim^  That 
officer  affured  him,  he  was  fo  far  fHoiti  beirtg  \ti  a  condi^ 
tion  to  fpare  troops,  that  he  could  hardly  thai¥)tain  his 
ground.  The  fate  of  the  day  was  now  more  than  half 
decided.  The  Frenth  cavalry  being  vigoroudy  tftfacked  in 
flank  wel-e  tbtally  defeated.  Pitt  ©f  th^ein  ehdeavt>tired  lb 
gain  the  bridge  which  thfey  had  thrown  bver  the  Danabe 
between  Hochftadt  and  Blenheim ;  b«t  ^ey  wei-e  fodoftjy 
pnrfucd,  that  thofe  who  efcaped  the  flaughter  threw  thefft*- 
felves  into  the  river,  wheile  thfeypetifbed.  Tall atd,  being 
furrounrfed,  was  taken  n«af  ^  iKiill  behind  the  village  of 
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Somkrfen^  togetlier  with  the  MlrquiS  ie  MontperouEt  chap. 
general  ef  horfe^  th^  M^or-Generais  de  Seppevillci  ,  _  ' 
de  Silly,  de  la  Valiere,  aiid  many  (fther  officers  of  diftinc*,  1704. 
tto&  Whilft  thefe  occurrences  paiTed  on  the  left  wingi 
Marfin's  quartets  at  the  village  of  Oberklau^  in  the  centre^ 
were  attatked  by  ten  battaliohSi  under  the  Prince  of  HoU 
fteiki^beck^  Who  palTed  the  rivulet  with  undaunted  refolu^ 
tion :  but,  befere  he  could  form  his  men  on  the  other 
(ide,  he  wtas  overpowered  by  numbers^  mortally  wounded^ 
and  taken  prjlbner.  His  battah'ons  bein^  fupported  by 
fome  Danifli  and  Hanoverian  cavalry,  renewed  the  charge^ 
end  were  bgain  repulfed  :  at  length,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough in  perfon  brought  up  fome  freih  fquadron«  front 
the  body  of  referve,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire. 
By  this  titne  Prince  Eugene  had  obliged  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy  to  give  ground,  after  having  furmounted  agreat 
number  of  difficulties,  fu^tained  a  very  obftinate  oppofi- 
tion,  and  feen  his  cavalry,  in  which  his  chief  ftrength 
feemed  to  lie,  three  times  repulfed.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough had  no  fooner  defeated  the  right  wing,  than  he 
made  a  difpofition  to  re-eriforce  the  Prince,  when  he  u«- 
derflood  from  an  aide  du-camp,  that  his  highnefs  had  no 
occaflon  for  afliftance ;  and  that  the  Ele^bor,  with  Mon«- 
ileur  de  MaHln  had  abandoned  Ofoerklau  and  Lutzingeh. 
They  were  purfued  as  far  as  the  villages  of  Morfelingen 
and  Teiflenhoven,  from  whence  tViey  retreated  to  Dillingen 
and  Lawingen.  The  confederates  being  now  mailers  of 
t-he  field  of  battle,  furrounded  the  village  of  Blenheim,  in 
which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  feven-and-twenty 
battalions  and  twelve  fquadrons  were  pofted.  Thefe 
troops,  feeing  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  communication 
with  the  reft  of  their  army,  and  de(pairing  of  being  able 
to  force  their  way  through  the  allies,  capitulated  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  laid  down  thvir  arms,  delivered 
their  colours  and  ftandards,  and  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war,  on  condition  that  the  officers  (houkl 
not  be  rifled.  This  was  one  of  the  moft  glorious  and 
complete  viflories  that  ever  was  obtained.    Ten  thou- 
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fanii  French  and  Bavarianis  were  left  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle :  the  greater  part  of  thirty  fquadrons  of  horfe  and 
S704.  dragoons  perifhed  in  the  river  Danube:  thirteen  titoufand 
were  made  prifoners :  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken,  with  twenty-four  mortars,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  colours,  one  hundred  ^nd  feventy-one  ftandards, 
feventeen  pair,  of  kettle-drums,  three  thoufand  fix  hundred 
tents,  four«and-thirty  coaches,  three  hundred  laden  mules, 
two  bridges  of  boats,  fifteen  pontoons,  fifteen  barrels  and 
eight  cafks  filled  with  filver.  Of  the  allies,  about  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  men  were  killed,  and  about  eight 
thoufand  v^unded  or  taken.  The  lofs  of  the  battle  was 
imputed  to  two  capital  errors  committed  by  Marefchal 
Tallard  ;  namely,  his  weakening  the  centre,  by  detaching 
fuch  a  number  of  troops  to  the  village  of  filenheim,  and 
his  fufFering  the  confederates  to  pafs  the  rivulet,  and  form 
unmolefled.  Certain  it  is,  thefe  .circumflances  contri- 
'buted  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  v/ho 
rode  through  the  hotteft  of  the  fire  with  the  calmcft  intre- 
pidity, giving  his  orders  with  that  prefence  of  mind  and 
deliberation  which  were  fo  peculiar  to  his  charafier.  When 
he  next  day  vifited  Tallard,  he  told  that  general,  he  was 
forry  fuch  a  misfortune  fhould  happen  perfonally  to  one 
for  whom  he  had  a  profound  eftecm.  The  Marefchal  con- 
gratulated him  on  having  Vanquifhed  the  'hc&  troops  in  the 
world ;  a  compliment  to  which  the  Duke  replied.  That 
he  thought  his  own  the  befl  troops  in  the  world,  feeing 
they  had  conquered  thofe  upon  whom  the  Marefchal  had 
beflowed  fuch  an  encomium, 

§  XVIII.  The  viftorious  generals  having  by  this  decifive 
.ftroke  faved  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  from  entire  ruin,  and 
entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire,  fignifieU 
their  opinion  to  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  the  common  caufe  to  join  all  their 
forces,  and  drive  the  French  out  of  Germany,  rather  than 
lofe  time  at  the  fiege  of  Ingoldfladt,  v/hich  would  furrender 
of  courfe.  This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  condu6l  of 
the  French  garrifon  at  Augfburg,  who  quitted  that  place 
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en  the  fixteenth  day  of  Anguft.     The  magiftratcs  fent  a    chap. 
deputation,  craving  the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Marl-   ^_  --? 
borough,  who  forthwith  ordered  a  detachment  to  take        1704. 
polleffion  of  that  in^portant  city.     The  Duke  having  fent 
Marefchal  de  Tallard  under  a  guard  of  dragoons  to  Franck- 
fort,  and  difpofed  of  the  other  prifoners  of  diftindlion  in 
the  adjacent  places,  encamped  at  Sefillingen,   within  half  > 

a  league  of  Ulm'.     Here  he  held  a  conference  with  the 
Princes   Eugene    and  Louis  of  Baden,    in  which    they 
agreed  that,  as  the  enemy  retreated  towards  the  Rhine, 
the  confederate  army  (hould  take  the  fame  route,  excepting 
three-and-twenty  battalions  and  fome  fquadrons,  to  be  left 
for  the  fiege  of  Ulm,    under  General  Thungen.     They 
began  their  march  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  Auguft,  by 
different  routes,  to  the  general  rendezvous  at  Brufchal, 
near  Philipfburg.     Then  they  refolved,  that  Prince  Louis 
of  Baden  fliould  undertake  the  fiege  of  Landau,   in  order 
to  fecure  the  circle  of  Suabia  from  the  incurfions  of  that 
garrifon.     Confidering  the  confternatioh  that  prevailed  alt 
over  France,  nothing  could  be  more  impolitick  than  this 
meafure,  which  gave  the  enemy  time  for  recioiieSion,  and 
recruiting  their  forces.     It  was  a  propofal  on  which  the 
Prince  of  Baden  infiftcd  with  uncomixjon  obftinacy.     He 
was  even  fufpefiled  of  corruption.     He  was  jealous  of  the 
glory  which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  acquired,  and 
fuch  a  bigoted  pnpift,  that  he  repined  at  the  fuccefs  of  an 
heretical  general.     On  the  twelfth  day  of   September  he 
marched  towards  Landau  with  the  troops  deftined  for  the 
fjege,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  with  Prince  Eugene, 
encamped  at  Croon  Weiflenburg,  to  cover  the  enterprife. 
By  this  time  Ulm  had  furrendered  to  Thungen,  even  be- 
fore the  trenches  were  opened.     Villeroy  advanced  with 
his  army  towards  Landau,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack 
the  confederates :  but  he  retired  without  having  made  any 
attempt  for  the  relief  of  the  place,   which  was  defended 
with  the  moft  obftinate  valour  till  the  twenty-third  day  of 
November,  when  the  befiegers  having  lodged  themfelves 
on  the  counterfcarps,  the  breaches  being  pradlicablc,  and 
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the  dirpofxtions  made  for  a  general  aflault,  the  garrifon 
capitulated  upon  honourable  conditions.  The  King  of 
1704*  the  Romans  had  arrived  in  the  cafnp,  that  he  might  have 
the  credit  of.  taking  the  place,  the  command  of  which  he 
bellowed  on  the  Count  de  Prize,  who  had  before  defended 
it  with  equal  courage  and  ability. 

§  XIX.  The  next  ehtcrprife  which  the  confederates 
undertook,  was  the  liege  of  Traerbach.  The  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Heire-Caflel  being  entrufted  with  the  direftion 
of  the  attacks,  invefted  the  caftle  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember. 'Though  It  was  ftrpngly  fortified,  and  well  de- 
fended, he  carried  on  his  operations  with  fuch  fpirit  and 
affiduity,  that  in  about  fix  weeks  the  garrifon  furrendered 
the  place  on  honourable  terms.  In  the  feean  time  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  Berlin,  where  he  ne- 
gociated  for  a  re-enforcement  of  eight  thoufand  Pruflians, 
to  ferve  under  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy  during  the  next 
campaign.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  the  court  of  Hanover, 
where,  as  in  all  other  places,  he  was  received  with  parti* 
cular  marks  of  diftin£lion.  XVhen  he  arrived  at  the  Hague, 
he  was  congratulated  by  the  Stages -General  on  hi«  victo- 
ries at  Schellenberg  and  Blenheim,  and  as  much  confidered 
in  Holland  as  if  he  had  been  adlually  ftadtholder.  He  had 
received  a  fecond  letter  from  the  Emperpr,  couched  in  the 
warmeft  terms  of  acknowledgement,  and  was  declared 
prince  of  the  empire.  In  December  he  embarked  for 
England,  where  he  found  the  people  in  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
and  was  welcomed  as  a  hero  who  had  retrieved  the  glory 
of  the  nation. 

§  XX.  In  Flanders,  nothing  of  moment  was  executed,  • 
"except  the  bombardment  of  Bruges  and  Namur  by  ^aroii 
Spaar,  with  nine  thoufand  Dutch  troops ;  and  two  at- 
tempts upon  the  French  lines,  which  were  aftual ly  pene*- 
trated  by  A  uverquerque,  though  he  was  not  able  to  main- 
tain the  footing  he  had  gained.  The  EleQor  of  Bavaria, 
who  had  retired  to  Brufftls  after  his  defeat,  formed  a 
fcheme  for  furprifing  the  Dutch  general  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  and  aflembled  all  his  troops  at  Tirlemont :  but 
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the  French  ooort,  apprehenfive  of  his  tepierity,  fent  chap. 
Villeroy  to  watch  his  coAdud,  an<l  prevent  his  hazarding  .  ' 
an  engagement,  except  with  a  fair  profpeft  of  advantage.  1704 
The  Mareichal,  finding  him  determined  to  give  battte  at 
til  events,  leprefented  the  improbability  of  fucceeding 
agftinft  an  enemy  fo  advantageoufly  pofted ;  and  the  HI 
confequehces  of  a  repulfe :  but,  finding  the  Elector  deaf 
to  all  his  remonftrances,  be  flatiy  refufed  to  march,  and 
produced  the  King's  order  to  avoid  an  engagement.  In 
Italy  the  French  met  with  no  oppofition.  The  Duke  of 
Savoy,  being  unable  to  face  the  enemy  in  the  field,  was 
obliged  to  lie  inadive.  He  faw  the  Dulce  de  Vendome 
reduce  VcrccUi  and  Ivrea,  and  undertake  the  fiege  of 
Verac  ;  while  he  pofted  his  little  army  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Po,  at  Crefcentino,  where  he  had  a  bridge  of  commu- 
nication, by  which  hh  fupplied  the  plac^  occafionally  with 
frefli  troops  and  •  provifion.  The  place  held  out  five 
months,  againft  all  the  efforts  of  the  French  general :  at 
length,  the  communication  being  cut  off^,  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  retired  to  Chivas.  He  bore  his  misfortunes  with 
great  equanimity ;  and  told  -the  Englift  minifler,  that 
though  he  was  abandoned  by  the  allies,  he  would  never 
abandon  himfelf.  The  Emperor  had  negleSed  Italy,  that 
he  might  adt  with  more  vigour  againft  Ragotflci  and  the 
Hungarian  malcontents,  over  whom  he  obtained  feveral 
advantages ,  notwithftanding  which  they  continued  for- 
midable, from  their  number,  bravery,  and  refolution. 
The  minifters  of  the  allies  prefled  Leopold  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  for  a  peace  with  thofe  rebels  j  and  conferences 
were  opened  :  but  he  was  not  fincerely  difpofed  to  an  ac- 
commodation, and  Ragotfki  aimed  at  the  principality  of 
Tranfylvania,  which  the  court  of  Vienna  would  not  eafily 
relinquifh.  The  Emperor  was  not  a  little  alarmed  by  a 
revolution  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  until  the  new  fultan 
defpatched  a  chiaus  to  Vienna,  with  an  aflurance  that  he 
would  give  no  aififtance  to  the  malcontents,  of  Hungary. 
In  Poland,  the  diet  being  afiembled  by  the  Cardinal-Pri- 
mate,   Staniilau's   Lezinfki,   Palatine   of  Pofnania,    was 
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cleSed  and  proclaimed  king,  and  recognized  by  Charles  of 
Sweden,  who  ftill  maintained  his  army  by  contributions 
1704.  in  that  country,  more  intent  upon  the  ruin  of  Auguftus 
than  upon  the  prefervation  of  his  own  dominions ;  for  he 
paid  no  regard  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Mufcovites,  who  had 
ravaged  Livonia,  reduced  Narva,  and  made  incurficns 
into  Sweden.'  Auguftus  retreated  into  his  Saxon  domi- 
nions, which  he  impoveri(hed,  in  order  to  raife  a  great 
army,  with  which  he  might  return  to  Poland:  the  Pope 
efpoufed  the  intereft  of  this  new  convert,  fo  far  as  to  cite 
the  Cardinal-Primate  to  appear  at  Rome,  and  give  an  ac^ 
count  of  the  fliare  he  had  in  the  Polifli  troubles.  The 
proteftants.of  theCevennois,  deriving  courage  from  defpair, 
became  fo  troublefome  to  the  government  of  France,  that 
iouis  was  obliged  to  treat  them  with  knity :  he  fent' 
Marefchal  Villars  againft  them  with  a  frelh  re-en forceraent^ 
but  at  the  fame  furnifhed  him  with  inftf unions  to  treat 
for  an  accommodation.  This  officer  iii^mediately  com- 
menced a  negociation  with  Cavalier,  the  chief  of  the  re- 
volters ;  and  a  formal  treaty  was  concluded,  by  which 
they  were  indulged  with  liberty  of  confcien^e :  but  thefe 
articles  were  very  ill  obferved  by  the  French  niiniftry- 

§  XXI.  In  Portugal,  the  intereft  of  King  Charles  wore 
a  very  melancholy  afpedt.  When  he  arrived  at  Lift)on, 
he  found  no  preparations  made  for  opening  the  campaign. 
The  Portuguefe  miniftry  favoured  the  French  in  fecret : 
the  people  were  averfe  to  hereticks :  the  Duke  of  Schom- 
berg  was  on  ill  terms  with  Fagel,  the  Dutch  general  :  the 
Portuguefe  forces  confifted  of  raw  undifciplined  peafants; 
and  the  French  ambafladour  had  bought;  up  the  beft  horfes 
in  the  kingdom  ;  fo  that  the  troopers  could  not  be  properly 
mounted.  The  King  of  Portugal  had  promifed  to  enter 
Spain  with  Charles  by  the  Middle  of  May :  but  he  was 
not  ready  till  the  beginning  of  June,  when  they  reached 
Santaren.  By  this  time  they  had  publifted  their  refpeflive 
manifeftoes ;  Charles  difplaying  his  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  promifing  pardon  to  all  his  fubjefts  who  (hould 
in  three  months  join  his  army  ;  and  the  King  of  Portugal 
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declaring,  that  his  fole  aim  in  taking  up  arms  was  to  re*  CHAP, 
ftore  the  liberty  of  the  Spanifh  nation,  oppreifed  by  the  ._ 
power  of  France,  as  well  as  to  aflert  the  right  of  Charles  1704. 
to  that  monarchy.  The  prefent  poiTeilbr,  whom  they 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  had  already 
anticipated  their  invalion.  His  general,  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick, entering  Portugal,  took  the  town  of  Segura  by 
ftratagem.  The  governor  of  Salva-terra  furrendered  at 
difcretion :  Cebreros  was  reduced  without  much  oppofl- 
tion :  Zebredo  was  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants ;  ancl 
the  town  of  Lhana  la  Viella  was  taken  by  aflault.  Por- 
tugal was  at  the  fame  invaded  in  different  parts  by  the 
Marquis  de  Jeoffreville,  Prince  Tferclaes  de  Tilly,  and 
the  Marquis  de  Villadarias.  Two  Dutch  battalions  were 
attacked  and  taken  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick  at  Sodreira 
Formofa.  Then  he  paffed  the  Tagus,  and  joined  Prince 
Tferclaes.  King  Philip  arriving  in  the  army,  invefted 
Portalegrej  and  the  garrifon-,  including  an  Englifii  regi- 
ment of  foot  commanded  by  Colonel  Stanhope,  were  made 
prifoners  of  war.  The  next  place  he  befieged  was  Caftel 
Davide,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Marquis. Das  Minas,  in  order  to  make  a  diver- 
lion,  entered  Spam  with  fifteen  thoufand  men,  took  Fuente 
Grimaldo,  in  Caftile,  by  aflault,  defeated  a  body  of  French 
and  Spaniards  commanded  by  Don  Ronquillo,  and  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Manfeinto.  The  weather  growing  ex- 
ceffively  hot,  Philip  fent  his  troops  into  quarters  of  re- 
frefliment;  and  the  allies  followed  his  example.  Duke 
Schomberg  finding  his  advice  very  little  regarded  by  the 
Portugu'efe  miniftry,  and  feeing  very  little  profpeft  of  fuc- 
cefs,  defired  leave  to  refign  his  command,  which  the 
Queen  beftowed  upon  the  Earl  of  Galway,  who,  with  a 
re-enforcement  of  Englifli  and  Dutch  troops,  arrived  at 
Lifbon  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July.  About  the  latter  end 
of  September,  the  two  kings  repaired  to  the  camp  near 
Almeda,  refolving  to  invade  Caftile :  but  they  found  the 
river  Agueda  fo  well  guarded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,' 
that  they  would  not  attempt  a  paflage.     They,  .therefore, 
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retif^  into  tbf  territories  of  Portugal,  and  the  army  wat 
put  into  winter- quarters.  The  Spaniards  were  now  (o 
9704.  weakened,  by  detaelnn^ats  Cent  with  the  Marquis  de  Vill»«» 
darias  towards  Qibraltar,  that  th^  Duke  of  Qerwick  could 
not  execute  any  fcheme  of  importance  during  the  rem^un*- 
ing  p?irt  of  the  cani^;^ign. 

§  XXII.  The  arm^  of  England 'were  not  lefa  fgrtunate 
by  fe^  than  they  had  been  upon  the  Panubc,  Sir  Qeprgf? 
Rooke  Kaving  landed  King  Charles  at  Litbpnt  fent  si 
fquadron  to  cruife  QjfF  Q^pp  Spartell,  under  the  command 
{^  &ear^ Admiral  Dilkes,  who,  on  the  twelfth  of  Msj^rch* 
•Pgagpd  and  took  three  Spanift  fliips  of  war,  ^Qund  from 
St«-Sebaftian's  to  Cadiz.  Rooke  rec^ivfd  orders  from  the 
Ql^een  to  fail  to  the  relief  of  NicQ  and  Villa  Franca^ 
'  which  were  threatened  with  a  fiege  by  the  Duk^  de  Ven- 
dome:  s^t  ^he  fanie  time  he  was  prefTed  by  King  Charley 
to  execute  a  fcheme  upon  Barcelonsi,  prgjeded  ^y  %l\p 
Prince  of  Heilb  d'Armftadt,  who  declared  his  ppinip^i 
that  the  Catalonians  would  declare  for  thi?  hpufe  of 
Auftria,  as  foon  as  they  (hpi^ld  be  aflured  of  proper  (wp^ 
port  and  prote£^ion.  The  miniftry  of  E^pgland  undef^ 
(landing  that  the  French  were  employed  in  equipping  4 
ftrong  fquadron  it  Breft,  and  judging  it  was  deftinc^  P^ 
a£t  in  the  Mediterranean,  fent  out  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
with  a  confiderable  fleets  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
Breft  fquadron  ^  and  he  was  provided  with  inftru^tion^ 
how  to  a£^,  in  cafe  it  fhould  b&  failed  to  the  Medit^rra^ 
pean.  Mean  while.  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  compliance 
with  the  entreaties  of  JCing  Charles,  failed  with  th^ 
tranfports  under  his  convoy  to  Barcelona^  and  on  th$ 
eighteenth  of  May  appeared  before  the  city.  Nea^t  day, 
the  troops  were  landed  by  the  Prince  of  Heflb,  tP  the 
number  of  two  thoufand,  and  the  Dutch  ketches  bom* 
barded  the  place :  but  by  this  time  the  governour  had 
fecured  the  chiefs  of  the  Auftrian  party  *,  and  the  people 
exhibiting  no  marks  of  attachment  to  King  Charles,  th« 
Prince  re-embarked  his  (bldiers,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
their  being  attacked  and  overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers* 
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bh  tfee  fixteenth  day  of  June  Sir  Gcdrgc  R6oke,  fceJitg    CttAp. 

joined  by  Sir  Clouddley  Shovel,  reiblved  to  proceed  up  .^        '  j. 

the  Mediterranean  in  queft  of  the  French  fleer,  Which  had.      1704. 

failed  thither  from  Brdl,  and  whieb  Rooke  had  siduallJF 

diicovered,  in  the.  preceding  month,  on.  their  voyage  tO' 

Toulon.     On  the  feventeenth  day  of  July  the  AchninA 

called  a  council  of  war  in  the  road  of  Tetuan,  when  they' 

refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Gibraltar^  which  wa** 

but  (feriderly  provided  with  a   garrifon^      Thither  thcf^ 

fsciled,  and  oh  the  twenty-firft  day  of  the  month  the  Princ9> 

of  Hefle  landed  on  the  ifthmus  with  eighteen  hundred* 

marines:  then  he  fiimmoned  the  governor  to  fiirrender, ; 

and  was  anfwered^  that  the  place  woiild  be  defended  to 

the  laft  extremity.     Next  day  the  Admiral  gave  orders  for 

cannonading  the  town  :  perceiyitig  diat  the  enemy  were 

driven  from  their  fortifications  at  the  fouth  mole-head,  he- 

cpmraanded  Captain  Whitaker  to  arm  all  the  boats,  and 

aflault  that  quarter.     The  Captains  Hicks  and  Jumper^. 

who  happened  to  be  neareft  the  mole,  itoimediately  manned 

their  pinaces,  and  entered  the  fortifications  fword  in  hand* 

The  Spaniards  fprUng  a  mine,  by  which, two  lieutenants^ 

and  about  a  hundred  men,  i/^ere  killed  or  wounded;     Ne-* 

verthelefs,  the  two  captains  took  jpofTeffion  of  a^platfornif 

and  kept  their  ground  until  they  werefafiained  byCaptain : 

Whitaker,  and*  the  reft  of  the  feamen,  who  took  by  ^orm 

a  redoubt  between  the  mole  and  the  town.     Then  the 

governour  capitulated  j  and  the  .Prince  of  Hefle.  ciltered  * 

the  place,  amazed  at  the  fuccefs  of  this  attempt^  confi-  .  ^ 

dering  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  which  might  have 

been  defended  i)y  fifty  men  againft  a  numerous  armp  '   .       - 

§  XXIII.  A  fufficient  garrifon.  being  left  with  fai^ 
Highnefs,  the  Admiral  returtied  to  Tetuan^  to  tak«  in 
wood  and  water  $  and  when  he  failed^  on  the  ninth  day 
of  Auguft,  he  defcried  the  French  fieet^  to  which  he  gave 
chafe  with  all  the  fail  he  could  fpread.  On  the  thirteenth 
he  came  up  with  it,  as  it  lay  in  a  line  oiF  Malaga  ready 
to  receive  him,  to  the  number  of  two-and-fifty  great  (hips^ 
and  fo'ur-and-twenty  galleys,  under  the  command  of  the 
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Cq«ii»  4eTbokH]^,  btgb-94mir3l  of  Ftmce,  wiA  th» 
iflferior  flags  of  the  while  aod  Uue  divifions.  The  Eagliih 
1:^04^^  fl^<l  eoafifted  of  thr«9«atid*^fifty  ihi|M  of  theliiiey  exdufive 
of  frigates }  but  they  were  tnfubr  to  the  French  in  number 
of  guns  and  men,  a»  weU  as  in  weight  of  metal,  and  alto- 
g^i^r  unprovided  of  gallics,  from  which  the  enemy 
reaped  great  advantage  daring  the.  engagement.  A  little 
after  ten  in  the  morning  the  battle  began,  with  equal  fnrjr 
on  both  fidest,  and  continued  to  rage  with  doubtful  fuo- 
ce6  tiH  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  van' of  the  Fsench 
glure  way:  nevertbelefs,^  the  fight  was  maintained  till 
night,  ^hen  the  enemy  bore  away  to  leeward.  The  wind 
ihtfting  before  morning  the  French  gained  the  weathaf« 
gage ;  but  they  made  no  afe  of  this  advantage :  for  two 
fttce^ve  day&  the  Engbih  admiral  endeavoured  to  ren^w 
the  enga^ment,  which,  the  Coont  de  Tholoufe  declined, 
and  atlaft  he  difa|>peared. .  The  loTs- was  pretty  equal  on 
both  fides,  though  not  aftngle  (hip  was  tak^or  defiroyed 
by  eithoir :  but  the  honour  of  the  day  certainly  remained 
withthetEngKft..  Ovcb  and  ah6ve  the  difad  vantages  w6 
hdv^  canmerated,  the  bottioms  of  the  Briti&  fleet  w^ce* 
foul>  and  feveral  krge  fhips  bad  expendied  all  their  Ihoe 
long  before  the  battle  ceafed :  yet  the  enemy  w^e  fo 
roughly  handled,  that  they  did  not  venture  another  em- 
gagemient  during  the  whole  war.  The  French  King,  in 
order  to  r^fe  the  drooping-  fpirits  of  hi&  people^  claimed 
thievidory,  and  publiftiedlan  account  of  the  a^ion,  which, 
at  thid  diflance  erf*  tifltie,  plainly  proves  that  he  was  reduced 
to.  the  mean  (hift  of  ittipofing  upon  his  fubje£b,  by  falfe 
and  partial  reprelentations.  ,  Among  other  exaggerations 
in  thiSidetail,  we  find  mention  made  of  mifehief  done  to 
French  fliips  by  Engliih  bombs ;  though  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  there  was  not  one  bomb-veflfel  in  the 
combined  fleet.  The  Fnmch  academy,  actuated  by  a 
fervile  fpirit  of  adulation,  caufed  a  medal  to  be  ftruck  on 
theoccafion,  which,  inftead  of  perpetuating  the  glory  of 
their  prince,  ferves  only  to  tranfmit  their,  own  ihame  to 
pofterity.    After  the  battle^  Sir  Gieorgje  Rooke  failed  to 
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Gibralto  to  rcfiti  and  leaving  a  fijuadron  with  Sir  John  chap. 
Leake,  fet  fail  for  England  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  ,  ^^^^'  ^ 
Augutf.  He  arrived  in  September,  and  was  received  by*  1704, 
the*  miniftry,  and  the  people  in  general,  with  thofe  marks 
oi^efleem  and  veneration  which  were  due  to  his  long  fer- 
vices  and  ilgnal  fuccefs  :  but  he  was  ftill  perfecuted  with 
a  fpirit  6f  envy  and  detradlion.  Philip  King  of  Spain, 
alsirmed  at  thef  ri^dUdioh  of  Gibraltar,  ftnt  the  Marquis 
de  Vilkdarias  with  an  army  to  retake  it.  The  fiege  lafted 
four  months^  diiring  which  the  Prince  of  H^fle  exhibited 
many  ihinfng  proofs  of  courage  ^nd  ability.  The  place 
was  fupplied  with  men  and  jfrovifions  by  convoys  from 
Liibon,  until  Monfieur  de  Pojntis  put  a  flop  to  that  com- 
monkacion,  by^  entering  the  bay  with  a  flrong  fquadron  : 
bat  he  was  obliged  to  retire  at  the  approach  of  Sir  John 
Leake  and  Admiral  Vanderduflfen  ;  and  the  Marquis  de 
Viiladarias  having  made  little  or  no  progrefs  on  land, 
thcMight  proper  to  abandon  the  enterprife. 

§  XXiV.  The  parliattiehC  of  England  meeting  on  the 
tweoty-m'nth  day  of  Oftober,  the  Queen,  in  her  fpeech, 
obferved  that  the  great  and  remarkabte  fuccefs  with 
which  God  had  bleffed  her  arms  produced  unanimous 
joy  and  fatisfa£tion  through  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
that  a*  timely  improvement  of  the  prefent  advantages 
would  enable  her  to  procure  a  laftiitg  foundation  of  fecu- 
rityfor  England,  as  well  as  a  firm  fupport  for  the  liberty 
of  Europe,  She  declared  her  intention  was -^to  be  kind 
and  indulgent  to  all  her  fubjeds.  She  exprefied  her  hope 
that  they  would  do  nothing  to  endanger  the  lofs  of  this 
opportunity ;  and  that  there  would  be  no  contention  among 
them,  but  an  emulation  to  promote  the  publick  welfare. 
Congratulatory  addreffes  were  voted  and  prcfented  by  both 
Houfes.  They  were  equal  in  their  profeflions  of  duty  and 
afiediion  to  the  Queen  ;  but  the  addrefles  imbibed  a  very 
different  colour  from  the  different  fadions  by  which  the 
two  Houfes  were  influfenced.  The  Lords  congratulated 
her  on  the  great  and  glorious  fuccefs  of  her  arms  under 
the  command   of  the  Duke  of   Marlborough,  without 
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deigning  to  mention^Sir  George  Rooke^  who  had  defeated 
the  French  navy  at  fea,  and  added  the  important  fortrefs  of 
J704.  Gibraltar  to  the  Britifh  conquefts.  On  the  other  hand^ 
the  Commons  afFe£ted  to  mention  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
and  Rooke's  naval  viftory,  as  events  of  equal  glory  and 
importance^  However  they  might  be  warped  by  prejudice 
againft  individuals,  they  did  not  fufFer  the  war  tolanguiih 
for  want  of  fupplies«  Having  taken  into  confideration  the 
fervices  of  the  army  and  navy,  they  voted  that  the  Queen 
fbould  be  defired  to  beftow  her  bounty  on  the  fe%men  and 
land-forces  who  had  behaved  tbemfelves  fo  gallantly^ 
Then  they  deliberated  upon  the  diferent  articles  of  na- 
tional expenfe,  and  granted  four  millions  fix  hundred  and 
feventy  thoufand,  nine  hundred,  and  thirty-one  pounds, 
for  the  occafions  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be  raifed  by  a 
land-tax,  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  and  other  expedients. 
Thefe  meafures  were  taken  with  fuch  expedition,  that  the 
land-tax  received  the  royal  afient  on  the  ninth  day  of  De- 
cember ;  when  the  Queen,  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  thanked  the 
Commons  for  their  defpatch,  which  fhe  confidered  as  a 
fure  pledge  of  their  afFeilion. 

§  XXV.  The  high-church  party  took  this  occafion  to 
promote  the  bill  againft  occallonal  conformity,  which  was 
revived  and  brought  into  the  Houfe  on  a  new  model,  by 
Mr.  William  Bromley,  who  moved  that  it  might  be 
tacked  to  the  land-tax  bill,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  for 
their  concurrence.  The  court  no  longer  efpoufed  this 
meafure ;  and  the  violent  party  was  weakened  by  defec* 
tion.  After  a  warm  and  tedious  debate,  the  tack  was 
rejefted  by  a  great  majority.  The  bill,  however,  pafied 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  when  it  would  hardly 
have  excited  a  debate,  had  not  the  Queen  been  prefent, 
and  defirous  of  hearing  what  could  be  faid  on  both  fides  of 
the  queftion.  For  the  information  and  fatisfa6lion  of  her 
Majefty  the  fubje£t  was  again  difcufled,  and  ail  the  argu- 
ments being  repeated,  the  bill  was  reje6l:ed  by  a  majority 
of  one«and-twentyvoices.    The  next  fubjedl  on  which'the 
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Houfe  of  Lords  employed  their  attention,  was  the  late     ^y,ft^* 
condud  of  the  Scottiih  parliament.  The  Lord  Hayeriham,   ^-    *   j 
in  a  fet  fpeech,  obferved,  that  the  fettlement  of  the  fuc-       170^ 
ceffion  in  Scotland  had  been  poftponed,  partly  becauie  the 
miniftry  for  that  kingdom  were  weak  and  divided  $  partljr 
from  a  received  opinion  that  the  fucceffion  was  never  fin^ 
jcerely  and  cordially  intended  by  thofe  who  managed  the 
affairs  of  Scotland  in  the  cabinet- council.    He  expatiated  « 

on  the  bad  confeqaences  that  might  attend  the  zSt  of  fe- 
curity,  which  he  ftiled  a  bill  of  exclufion  ;  and  particu- 
larly mentioned  that  claufe  by  which  the  heritors  and 
l)oroughs  were  ordained  to  exercife  their  fenfible  men  every 
month.  He  faid  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland  were 
as  learned  and  brave  as  any  nation  in  Europe,  and  gene* 
rally  difcontented :  that  the  common  people  were  very 
numerous,  very  ftout,  and  very  poor ;  and  he  aiked  who 
was  the  man  that  could  tell  what  fuch  a  multitude,  fo 
armed^  and  fo  difciplined,  might  do  under  fuch  leaders, 
could  opportunities  fuit  their  intention  ?  He  recommended 
.4\iefe  circumftances  totheconfiderationx^the  Houfe,  and 
pohcluded  with  tfaefe  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  ^  Let  men 
**  beware  how  they  negled  or  ftifFer  matter  of  troubles  to 
**  be  prepared  :  for  no  man  can  forbid  the  fparks  that  may 
f*  fet  all  on  hxt/'  The  Lords  refolved  to  cqnfider  thefc 
fubjeds  on  the  tweiity-ninth  day  of  November^'  when  the 
Queen  repaired  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  to  hear  the  debates^ 
and  by  her  prefence  moderate  the  heat  of  both  parties. 
The  Earl  of  Nottingham  refleded  fo  feverely  on  the  me- 
mory of  King  iVilliam,  that  he  would  have  been  fent  to 
the  Tower,  liad  not  the  Lords  declined  any  fuch  motion 
out  of  refped  to  her  Majefty.  After  much  declamation  on 
the  Scotti(h  a£t  of  fecurity,  the  grand  committee  of  the 
Peers,  by  the  advice  of  Lord. Wharton,  refolved.  That 
the  Queen  fhould  be  enabled,  by  a^  of  padiament  on  the 
part  of  England,  to  name  commifSoners  to  treat  about  an 
«inion  with  Scotland,  provided  that  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  (hould  firft  appoint  commiffioners  op  their  part 
(or  the  fame  fiurpofe :  That  no  Scotfmen  fhould  epjpy  the 
'    .    '    '  D  3  privilegea- 
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privileges  of  EagU&tnen,  except  fuch  as  wer^e  fettled  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  the  plantations,  and  fuch  as  were 
2704.  or  might  be  in  the  fea  or  land-Jecvice,  until  an  vuioa 
could  be  efPeded,  or  thip  fucceffioo  fottled  as  in  England  : 
That  the  traffick  by  cattte  from  Scotland  to  England 
ibould  be  prevented  :  That  the  Lord-Admiral  ihoiild  iflue 
orders  foi;  taking  fuch  veiiels  as  ihould  be  found  trading 
from  Scotland  to  France,  or  to  the  ports  of  any  of  her 
Majefty^s  enemies  ;  and  that  care  ihould  be  taken  to  pre* 
vent  the  exportation  of  Englilh  wool  into  Scotland.  On 
thefe  refolutions  a  bill  was  formed  for  an  entire  union» 
and  palTed  the  Houfe  pn  the  twentieth  day  of  December. 
The  Lords  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  reprefent- 
ing  that  they  had  duely  weighed  the  dangerous  and  perni- 
cious eiFe£ts  that  were  likely  to  be  produced  by  divers  z&% 
of  parliament  lately  paiTed  in  Scotland :' That  they  were 
of  opinion  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  required  that  fpeedy 
^nd  efFe&ual  orders  fbould  be  given  to  put  Newcaftle  ia 
a  pofture  of  defenfe,  to  fecure  the  portofTinmouth,  and 
repair  the  fortifications  of  Hull  and  Carlifle.  They  like- 
wife  advifed  her  ^ajefty  to  give  dire(^ions  for  difciplining 
the  militia  of  the  four  northern  counties  ;  for  providing 
them  with  arms  and  ammunition ;  for  maintaining  a  com- 
petent number  of  regular  tro6ps  on  the  northern  borders 
of  England,  as  well  as  in  the  north  of  Ireland ;  and  for 
putting  the  laws  in  execution  agatnft  papifta.  The  Queen 
promifed  that  a  furvey  Ihould  be  made  of  the  places  they 
had  mentioned,  and  laid  before  the  parliament ;  and  that 
ihc  would  give  the  necefiary  directions  upon  the  other  arti- 
cles of  the  addrefs.  The  Commons  feemed  to  concur 
with  the  Lords  in  their  fentiments  of  the  Scottifli  s£t  of 
fecurity.  TRey  refolved,  That  a  bill  fliould  be  brought 
in  for  theeiFedlual  fecuring  the  kingdom  of  England  from 
the  apparent  dangers  that  might  arife  from  feveral  z&b 
lately  paiTed  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland ;  and  this  v^a$ 
formed  on  nearly  the  fame  refolutions  which  had  been 
taken  in  the  Upper  Houfe.  The  bill  fent  down  by  the 
Lords  was  thrice  read^  and  ordered  to  lie  uppn  the  table ; 

But 
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but  they  paffed  thdr  own,  to  take  ifteSt  it  CbrMtmas    chap. 
provided  before  that  time  the  Scots  (hould  not  fettle  the  ,         '  j 
fucceffion.  When  it  was  offered  to  the  Lords,  they  pafled      1704. 
it  without  any  amendment,  contrary  to  the  cxpe&ation, 
and  even  to  the  hope,  of  fome  members  who  were  no 
friends  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  firmly  believed  the 
Lords  would  have  treated  this  bill  with  the  fame  contempt 
which  had  been  manifefted  for  that  which  they  had  fent 
down  to  the  Commons. 

§  XXVL.The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  at  his  firft  ap» 
pearance  in  the  Houfe  after  his  return  to  England,  was 
honoured  with  a  very  extraordinary  eulogium,  pronounced 
by  the  Lord-Keeper,  in  the  name  of  the  Peers  of  England; 
and  a  compliment  of  the  fame  nature  was  prefented  to  him 
by  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Dodor  De- 
laune,  vice-chancellor  of  Oxford,  accompanied  by  th^ 
principal  members  of  the  uoiverfity,  attended  the  Queen 
with  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  the  fuccefs  of  her 
arms  in  Germany,  under  the  admirable  conduft  and  in- 
vincible courage  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  and  at  fifa^ 
under  the  moft  brave  and  faithful  Admiral  Sir  George 
Rooke.  He  received  a  civil  anfwer  from  her  Majefty^ 
though  how  Ihe  took  umbrage  at  Rooke's  being  raifed 
upon  a  level  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whofe .great 
vidories  had  captivated  her  admiration,  and  whofe  wife 
had  alienated  her  affe£lion  from  the  Tories.  The  Com-  . 
mons  perceiving  bow  high  he  flood  in  her  Majefty's  efteem, 
atnd  having  been  properly  tutored  for  the  purpofe,  took 
into  eonfideration  the  great  fervices  of  the  Duke ;  and,  in 
an  addrefs,  befought  her  Majefty  to  confider  fome  proper 
means  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  fuch  noble  a£^ions.  Iq 
a  few  days  file  gave  them  to  underftand  by  a  meflage,  that 
file  was  inclined  to  grant  the  intereft  of  the  crown  in  the 
honour  and  manourofWoodftockand  hundred  of  Wootoa 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  heirs  ;  and  that  as  the 
fieutenancy  and  rahgerlhip  of  the  parks,  with  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  manours  and  hundreds,  were  granted  for  tWQ 
Jivesy  (he  wifbed  that  iircuoiberance  could  be  removed.    A 
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bill  was  immpdiatdy  brought  in,  enabling^  the  Queen  t^ 
beftpw  thefe  honours  and  manpurs  on  the  Puke  pf  Marlr. 
170^  •  |)OI:Q^gh  and  his  heirs;  and  the  Queen  was  defired  toad?* 
vance  the  money  fqr  clearing  the  incumberances.  She  nol; 
only  complied  with  this  addrefs,  but  likewife  ordered  th^ 
comptroller  of  her  works  to  build,  in  W.oodftock-park,  a 
magnificent  palace  fpr  the  Duk^,  upon  a  plan  much  morq 
folid  than  beautiful.  By  this  time  Sir  Qeprge  Rooke  was 
laid  afide,  and  the  command  of  the  fleet  beftowed  upoa 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shpvel,  npw  declared  rpar-admiral  of  Eng- 
land. Marefchal  de  Tallard,  with  ,the  other  French  ge- 
nerals taken  at  Hochftadt,  arrived  on  the  fixteenth  of  De- 
cember in  the  River  Thames,  ai^d  were  immediately  con- 
veyed tp  Nottingham  and  Lichfield,  attended  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  royal  regiment  of  horfe-guards.  They  wer^ 
treated  yrith  great  refped,  and  allowed  the  privilege  of 
riding  ten  miles  around  the  places  of  their  confinement. 

§  XX VII.  While  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  two 
fucceffive  addrefTes,  thanked  the  Queen  for  the  treaty 
■vi^hich  the  Duke  of  MarlborOMgh  had  concluded  witl^ 
.  ftuffi^,  concerning  the  troops  to  be  fent  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy ;  and  defired  fhe  wo^ld  ufe  her  intereft  with  thq 
allies,  that  th^y  might  next  year  furnifh  their  complete 
proportions  of  men  by  fea  and  land ;  the  Lords  examined 
ipto  all  the  proceedings  at  fea,  and  ^11  the  infti:u3ions  of 
the  Admiralty ;  and  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen, 
explaining  all  the  different  articles  of  mifmanagement. 
She  promifed  to  confider  them  particularly,  and  give  fuct^ 
dire^^ions  upon  them  as  might  be  mpft  for  the  advantage 
of  the  publick  fervicc.  '  T'he  remainining  part  of  the 
feffion  was  confumpd  \v\  difputes  and  altercations  betweei^ 
the  two  Houfes  on  the  fubjeS  of  the  i^ylefbury  confta- 
bles,  who  were  fued  by  five  other  inhabitants  for  having; 
denied  them  the  right  of  voting  at  the  eledion.  Thefq 
|ive  perfons  were  committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  They  moved  for  a  habeas  corpus  in 
the  King's^Bench  ^  but  the  court  would  take  no  cogni- 
^anpe  of  the  affair.  Two  of  the  prifoners  petitioned  tha 
'     .  Queen 
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Queen  tbiat  their  cafe  might,  be  brought  before  her  Ma«»    ^y«i^  '* 
jefty  in  parliament.     The  Commons,  in  an  addrefs,-  be*  y_  ,  '14 
fought  the  Queen  to  refufe  granting  a  writ  qf  error  in  this        i7<4« 
cafe,  which  would  tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  England.    She 
aiTured  them  {her  would  not  do  any  thing  to  give  them  juft 
caufe  of  complaint ;  hut  this  matter  relati/ig  to  the  courfe 
of  judicial  proceedings,  being  of  the  higheft  importance, 
Qie  thought  it  necefTary  to  weigh  and  confider  very  care- 
fully what  might  be  proper  for  her  to  do  in  a  thing  of  fo 
great  concern.     They  voted  all  the  lawyers  who  had 
pleaded  on  the  return  of  the  habeas  corpus  in  behalf  of  the 
pri^ners  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  ordered  them 
to  be  taken  into  cuftody.     They  likewife  ordered  the  pri- 
foners  to  be  removed  from  Newgate  into  the  cuftody  of 
jtheir  ferjeant  at  arms,  left  they  fliould  have  been  dif-  ' 
charged  by  the  Queen's  granting  writs  of  error.     The  pri- 
foners,  finding  themfelves  at  the  mercy  of  the  exafperatcd 
Commons,  petitioned  the  Lords  for  relief.     The  Upper 
Houfe  pafted  fix  different  refolutions  againft  the  conduct  of 
the  Commons,  as  being  an  obftru£tion  to  juftice,  and 
contrary  to  magna  cbarta.     The  Lower  Houfe  demanded 
fi  conference,  in  which  they  infifted  upon  the  fole  right  of 
determining  eledions  :  they  affirmed,  that  they  only  could 
judge  who  had  a  right  of  voting;    and  that  they  were 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  in  which  the  Lords  could 
not  intej'meddle.  ^ 

§  X^VIII.  The  Upper  Houfe  demanded  a  free  con- 
ference, which  proved  inefFeSual.  New  refolutions  were 
taken  by  the  Commons,  diametrically  oppoiite  to  thofe  of 
jhe  Peers,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  attended  the  Queen 
with  a  long  reprefentatioi)  of  all  the  particulars  relating  to 
this  affair.  Th^y  affirmed  f hat  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfp  of  Commons  againft  the  Ayleft)ury  men  were 
wholly  new  and  unprecedented :  that  it  was  the  birthright 
pf  every  Englifhman,  who  apprel^ended  himfelf  injured, 
|o  feek  for  redrefs  in, her  Majeily-s  courts  of  juftice;  that 

if  any  power  could  cofitrol  tjiis  right,  and  prefcribe  when 
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he  ihoiild,  and  when  helhcnild  nbt^  be  allowed  tiie  benefif 

of  tbelaws,  he  ceafed  to.be  a  freeman,  and  his  liberty  and 

ji7«4-      property  were  precarious.      They  requefted,  therefore, 

Ithat  no  confidjeration  whatever  fliould  prevail  with-  her 

Majefty  to  fuffer  an  obftnidion  to  the  known  courfe  of 

juftice ;  but  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  give  eSeStml 

orders  for  the  immediate  iiTuing  of  the  writs  of  error. 

The  Queen  afiitred  them  that  ihe  fliould  have  complied 

with  their  requeft ;   but,  finding  an  abfoluteneceffity  for 

putting  an  immediate  end  to  this  feffion,   flie  knew  there 

could  be  no  further  proceedings  on  that  matter.     On  that 

very  day,  which  was  the  fourteenth  of  March,  (he  went 

to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  pafled  the  bills  that  were  ready 

for  the  royal  afient.     Then  ihe  thanked  the  parliament  for 

having  defpatched  the  publick  bufinefs :  Ihe  warned  them 

to  avoid,  the  fatal  efFe6ls  of  animofity  and  diflention ;  and 

Burnet.       ordered  the  Lord-Keeper  to  prorogue  them  to  Thurfday 

Hift.of  Eu-  ^^^  firft  of  May :  but  on  the  fifth  of  April  they  were  dif- 

Tindai.        folved  by  proclamation,  and  another  was  publiflied.  for 

d!  of  Marl-  Calling  a  new  parliament.     The  Queen,  accompanied  by 

borough.      the  Prince  of  Denmark,  made  an  excurfion  to  New- 

Tit 

BuJchcV.^  market,  and  afterwards  dined  by  invitation  with  the  uni- 
Lives  of  the  yerfity  of  Cambridge,  where  flie  conferred  the  honour  of 
Quincy.*'  knighthood  upon  Dr.,  Ellis  the  vice-chancellor,  upon 
vrll?"^^'^*'  James  Montague  counfel  for  the  univerflty,  and  upon  the 
celebrated  Ifaac  Newton  mathematical  profefTor.  The 
two  Houfes  of  Convocation  ftill  continued  at  variance. 
The  Lower  Houfe  penned  petulant  reprefentations ;  and 
fhe  Archbiibop  anfwered  them  by  verbal  reprehenfioii^and 
admonition.  The  Tory  intereft  was  now  in  the  wane. 
The  Dukcof  Bttckinghamfliirewas  deprived  of  the  privy* 
fcal,  and  that  office  conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  New- 
eaftle,  a  nobleman  of  powerful  influence  with  the  Whig 
party.  The  Earl  of  Montague  was  created  Marquis  of 
Mounthermer  and  Duke  of  Montague  :  the  Earl  of  Pe- 
terborough and  Lord  Cholmondley  were  chofen  of  the 
privy-couneil ;  and  Lord  Cutts  was  fent  to  command  the 
troops  in  Ireland,  under  the  Doke  of  Ormond. 

.-§  XXIX. 
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§  XXIX.  The  iniii»ry  of  Scotlsmd  was  qmf  tutMf  ^^^^^* 
dianged.  The  Macquis  xif  Tweedtde Bad  JohoAofi»  faav-  y_  -  _'  j 
ing  heoD  fouQd  unequal  to  the  undertaking,  were  difmifled.  lyos* 
The  Duke  of  Quoendborry  cefuned  the  management  of 
aflairs  in  thsit  kingdom,  uoder  the  title  of  lord  privy-feal ; 
and  the  office  of  comnxiffioncr  was  conferred  upon  the 
joung  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  fucceeded  to  his  father^s  in- 
fluence among  the  preibyterians.  He  was  a  nobleman 
poffis&d  of  good  natural  talents  whicli  bad  not  been 
neglefbd;  4:aridid,  open,  and  finceie,  brave,  paffionate,' 
and  a/pi'ring :  had  he  been  endued  with  a  greater  (hare  of' 
liberality,  his  chara&er  would  have  been  truely  heroick. 
At  this  jun^re.he  was  inftru^ed  to  procure  an  aA  of  the 
Scottifh  parliament  fettling  the  proteftant  fucceffion ;  or 
to  fet  on  foot  a  treaty  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 
At  the  opening  of  the  feffion  in  June  the  members  were 
divided  into  three  parties,  namely,  the  Cavaliers  or  Jaco* 
bites,  the  Revolutioners,  the  fquadrone  volante,  or  flying 
iquadron,  headed  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  who  dif- 
claimed  the  other  two  fadions,  and  pretended  to  a£l  from 
the  dictates  of  confcience  alone.  The  parliament  was 
adjourned  to  the  third  day  of  July,  when  her  Majefty's 
letter  was  read,  earneftly  recommending  the  fettlement  of 
the  fucceffion  in  the  proteftant  line,  and  an  aS  for  a  com- 
miffion  to  treat  of  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms. 
The  Marquis  of  Annandale  propofed  that  the  parliament 
Ihould  proceed  on  the  limitations  and  conditions  of  go* 
vernment :  that  a  committee  ihould  be  'appointed  to  con*  . 
fider  the  condition  of  the  coin  and  the  commerce  of  the 
nation.  The  Earl  of  Mar  moved,  that  the  Houfe  would, 
preferably  to  all  other  bufinefs,  confider  the  means  for 
engaging  in  a  treaty  with  England.  After  a  long  debate 
they  refolved  to  proceed  on  the  coin  and  the  commerce. 
Schemes  for  fupplying  the  nation  with  money  by  a  papers- 
credit  were  prefented  by  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlayne  and 
John  Law ;  but  rejected.  The  Houfe  refolved.  That  any 
kind  of  paper-credit,  by  the  circulation  of  bills,  wa?  an 
improper  expedient ;  and  appointed  a  council  to  put  the 

laws 
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laws  relating  to  trade  in  execution.  The  Duke  of  Har 
milton  propofed  tbat  the  parliament  (l^ould  not  proceed  to 
f  7^5^  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr,  until  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land (hould  be  difcufled,  and  the  limitations  fettled. 
This  propofel  being  approved,  a  draft  of  an  anfwer  ta 
her  Majefty's  letter  was  prefented.  by  the  Marquis  of 
Twcedale.  Two  different  forms  of  an  aft  for  a  treaty 
with  England  were  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian:  others  were  produced  concerning 
the  eleftion  of  officers  of  ftate«  and  the  ^egulatioa  of  coiii- 
Dierce. 

§  XXX«  The  chief  aim  of  the  cavaliers  was  tp  obffru£l 
the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion;  and  with  that  yiew  thby 
preflej  the  projeft  of  limitations,  tp  which  they  knew  the 
court  would  m^ver  aiTent.  A  mptionbeingmadp,  to  grant 
the  Hrft  reading  to  an  aft  of  .comipiffion  for  a. treaty  with 
Englahd,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  infifted  on  the  limitations, 
and  a  vpte  being  plated  in  tbefe  terms,  M  Prpceed  to  con- 
**  fider  the  aft  for  a  treaty  or  limitation,"  the  latter  was 
carried  in  favour  of  the  cavaliers.  On  the  twenty-fecond 
day  of  Auguft  an  aft  for  this  purpofe  was  approved  ;  and 
next  day  an  aft  for  a  triennial  parliament,  which  the 
courtijers  were  enabled  to  defeat.  They  likewife  paiTed 
an  aft,  ordaining.  That  the  Scottifh  ambaiTadours  r^pre- 
fenting  Scotland  fhpuld  be  prefent  when  the  fovereiga 
might  have  occafion  to  treat  with  foreign  princes  and 
flates,  and  be  accountable  to  the  parJ lament  of  Scotland. 
Fletcher,  of  Saltoun,  prefented  a  fcheme  of  limitations  that 
favoured  ftrong  of  republican  principles.  He  afterwards 
enlarged  upon  every  article,  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
they  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  prevent  the  confequencea 
pf  Engliih  influence ;  to  enable  the  nation  to  defend  its 
rights  and  liberties  %  to  deter  miniffers  of  ftate  from  giving 
t>ad  advice  to  their  fovereign ;  to  preferve  the  courts  of 
judicature  from  corruption,  and  fcreen  the  people  from 
tyranny  and  oppreflion.  The  Earl  of  Stair  having  argued 
^gainft  thefe  limitations,  J'letcher  replied,  "  It  was  no 
^^  wondef  he  oppofed  (he  fcheme  j  for,  had  fuch  an  a^ 
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<<  iubfifted,  his  Lordfbip  would  have  been  banged  for  the    C  h  a  p# 
<<  bad  council  he  had  given  to  King  James  j  for  the  con- 
*^  cern  be  had  in  the  mafiacre  of  Glencoe^  and  for  his       1705. 
**  condu^  fince  the  Revolution."    The  next  fubjed  on 
which  the  parliament  deliberated  was  the  confpiracy.     A 
motion  being  made  that  the  Houfe  might  know  what 
anfwer  the  Queen  had  returned  to  their  addrefs  in  the  laft 
feffion,  the  Chancellor  delivered  to  the  Clerk-Regifter 
the  papers  relating  to  the  plot,  that  they  might  be  perufed 
by  the  members :  but  thefe  being  copies,  and  the  evi* 
dences  remaining  at  London,    no.  further  progrefs  was 
made  in  the  aiFair.     Yet  the  Duke  of  Athol,  in  a  diftin£t 
narrative  of  the  pretended  conipiracy,  boldly  accufed  the 
Duke  of  Queen(berry  of  having  endeavoured  to  miflead 
the  Queen  by  falfe  infinuations  againft  her  good  fubje£ls. 
When  the  afl:  for  a  treaty  of  union  fell  under  confidera- 
tion,   a  draft  for  that  purpofe,  prefented  by  the  Earl  of 
Mar,    was  compared  with  the   Englifli  ad,  importing. 
That  the  Queen  fhould  name  and  appoint  not  only  (he 
commiflioners  for  England,  but  likewife  thofe  for  Scot- 
land.    Fletcher  did  not  fail  to  inveigh  againft  the  impe- 
rious conduct  of  the  Englifb  parliament  in  this  afE|ir.,  He 
exhorted  the  Houfe  to  refent  fuch  treatment,  and  oiFered 
the  draft  of  an.  addrefs  to  her  Majefty  on  the  fubjedl ; 
but  this  the  Houfe  rejefled.     Duke  Hamilton  propofed 
that  a  claufe  might  be  added  to  the  ad,  importing.  That 
the  union  ihould  no  ways  derogate  from  any  fundamental 
laws,  ancient  privileges,   offices,    rights,    liberties,    and 
dignities  of  the  Scottifh  nation.     Thi$  occafioned  a  long 
debate ;  and,  the  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
negative.     Another  claufe  was  propofed,  that  the  Scotti(h 
commiilioners  ihould  not  begin  to  treat  until  the  £ngli(h 
parliament  fhould  have  refcinded  their  claufe,  enading, 
'I  hat  the  fubjeds  of  Scotland  fliould  be  adjudged  and 
taken  as  aliens  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December. 
The  courtiers,  confidering  the  temper  of  the  Houfe,  would 
not  venture  to  oppofe  this  motion  directly,  but  propofed 
that  the  claufe  fhould  be  formed  into  a  feparate  a£t ;  and 
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tUt cirpedifeiit  V¥d!s  approved.  Thoujgh  the  Dukcof  AtJloI 
entered  a  vigo^otw  pibteff,  to  which  the  greater  part  of 
j^^y  the  cavalfers;  and  all  the  ftjuadrone  s^cfhered,  comprehend* 
itig  feiir^and-tWefity  peers,  feveh-aHdithirty  barons,  ahd' 
eighteen  borotrghsi  the  aft  for  the  treaty  of  union  was, 
after  niuch  altercation,  finifhed,  empowering  commlf- 
fioners'  to  meet  and  treat  of  an  union ;  but  reftraining 
them  ftom^  treating  of  any  alterations  of  thtf^  church-go- 
^vernment  a*  by  law  eftablifccd.  While  this  important 
fabjefP  wai"  mider  confideratlon,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
to  the  atiifeefnent  of  his  whole  party,  moved  that  the 
nominatibA;  of  the  commiffionei-s  fhould  be  left  to  the 
Qyeeh.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  thie  cavaliers  ran  out  of 
the  Hdufe  in  a  tranfport  of  indignation,  exclaiming,  that 
they  wfere  defcrted*  and  bafely  betrayed  by  the  Duke  of 
Hartiltorf.  A  very  hot  debate  enfued,  in  the  coi^rfe  of 
which  the  DoJre  was  fevfercly  handled  by  thofe  v^hom  he' 
bad  hitherto'  Ctondufted*:  but,  at  length,  the  qucftlon 
being  ptrt.  Whether  the  nomrnation  fhould  be  left  to  the 
Queeti  or  to  the  parliament  ?  the  I>uke's  motion  was  ap- 
proved by-avety  fmall  majority.  He  afterwards  excufed 
himfelf  for  his  defedion,  by  faying,  he  (aw  it  was  in  vain 
to  contend;  and  that,  fince  the  court  had  acquired  a 
great  majority,  he  thought  he  might  be  allowed  to  pay 
that  cfdmpRmrent  to  his  fovereign.  He  Was  defirous  of 
being  in  the  commiflion,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle  pro- 
mifed  he  fhotild  be  nominated.  The  Queen  refufing  to 
honour  hiiti  with  that  mark  of  diftin(ftion,  Argyle  would 
not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  named,  and  threatened  to  oppofe 
the  union:  but  means  were  found  to  appeafehis  refent- 
mcnt.  Two  drafts  of  an  addrefs  being  prefented  by 
the  Earl  of  Sutherland  and  Fletcher,  of  Saltoun,  befeech- 
ing  her  Majefty  to  ufe  her  endeavours  with' the  parliament 
of  England,  to  refcind  that  part  of  their  a£b  which  de- 
clared the  fubjeSs  of  Scotland  aliens ;  and  an  overture  of 
a  bill  being  offered,  ordaining  that  the  ScottiQi  commif- 
fioners  fhould  not  enter  upon  the  treaty  of  union  until  that 
claufe  fhould  be  repealed ;  the  courtiers  moved,  that  the 

parliament 


ANNE.  ^j 

psdkiM^t  ihoiiM  proceed  by  way  of  orikr  to  their  cf<Hii-»    CH  a  ^. 
miffioners,  and  by  addrefs  to  bar  Kf^^efiy;    After  feme  ^  ^"^*  ^ 
debate,  the  Houfe.  af&nting  to  this  pFbpofiil,  thft  order  and       1705% 
addrefs  were  drawn,  up  and  appioted.    The  great  and 
weighty  affair  of  the  treaty  being  at  length  happily 
tfiOkfa&ed^  t^iigh  not  without  a  proteft  by  Atbo)  and  his 
adherents,  the  parliam^t  granted  a  fuppiy  of  fifty  thou- 
iand  pounds,  aikt  the  Hotf  fe  Wi»  adjoiirned  (o  the  twentieth 
day  of  Deo^mber : .  then  the  <^eea  decbred-  the  Ear}  of 
Y^  fecretaryc^  ftate»  in  the  room  of  the  Mai^tiis'of 
Annandak,    who  was  appointed    lord-picfident  of  tbo 
council. 

§  XXXI.  In  Ireland  the  parliament  met  jrt  DofoKn  on 
the  fifth  day  of  March,  and  voted  one  hundred  and  fiAiy 
thoufand  pQiuids  for  the  fuppost  of  the  neceflary  branches 
of  the  eftabliihment.  A  difpute  arofe  between  the  Com- 
mons and  the  Lower  Houfe- of  Convocation,  relating  t<» 
the  tithes  of  hemp  and  flax,,  afoertained  in  a  claufe  of  a 
bill  for  the  better  impravemenC  of  the  hempen  and  flaxen 
mamifadures  of  the  kingdom*  The  Lower  Houfe  of 
Convocation  prefented  a  memorial  againft  this  dkuife,  as 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  decgy.  The 
Commons  voted  the  perfon:  who  brought  iit  gnolty  of  % 
breach  of  privilege ;  and  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody*  Then  they  refolved.  That  the  Convocation 
were  guiltjE  of  a  contempt  and  breach  of  the  pi^ivilege  of 
that  Hott&«  The  Convocation  prefuming  to  juifcvfy  their 
memorial,  the  Commons  voted.  That  all  matters  relating 
tOi it  (hoald:  be  razed  out  of  the  journals  and  bocdcs  of  Con<* 
vocation.  The  I>uke  of  Ormondi,  dreading  the  confe«- 
quence  of  fuch  heats,  adjourned  the  parliament  to  the  firft 
day  of  May,  when  the  Houfes  nKcting  a^ain,  came  to 
fome  r«eiblution9  that  refleded  obliquely  of>  the  Convoca- 
tion, as  enemies  to  her  Majefty's  government  and  the 
proteftant  fucceffion.  The  clergy,  in  order  to  acquit 
themfelves  of  all  fufpicion,  refolved  in  their  turn.  That 
the  church  and  nation  had  been  happily  delivered  from 
popery  and  tjranny  by  King  William  at  the  Revolution  : 

That 
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That  ttfe  continuance  of  tliefclKlcffingi  Were  due^fiiiKfer: 
God)  to  the  ajiipicious  reign: arid  happy  gpyerament  of 

7705.  '    her  Majefty  Qpeen  Annet  That  the  future  fe^urity  and 
preftryatioriMtjf  the.  church  ahd.  nation  deperfdfed  Wholly 
(uiider  God)  ori  tfee  fucceffi^n  of  the crWn'  as' fet^fed  by 
law  in  the  prat^aht  line  r  That  if  any  clergymaW  l)K>ald ' 
by  word  or  writing  declare,  any -thing- 'in:  ?)|^a6tititt  to- 
thefe  refolutionS)  they  fhouM  look  upoti'  hfflfif  as  a  fow^r  of- 

.  .  divifionsL  amodg  the  proteftants^,   dnd  a^  enemy  to  tKe*  * 

cotnftitution.  They  levelled  ancithei'  /efoluridlt  againft' 
the  prefbyterians,  importing,  .That  (6  tea^h  o%*  preach 
againft  the  doftrine,  government,  rites,  or  ceremonies  of 
the  church,  or-to  maintain*  fchools  or  feminaries  for -the 
education  of  youth,  in  pirtftCYples  contrary  to  thofe  of  tlie 
eftablifhed  church,'  was  a  Contempt  of  the  ^cclefiafticat 
laws  of  the  kingdom  j  of  pernicious  coAlequence ;  anJ 
ferved  only  to. continue  and  ^ widen  the  oAhappy  fchrfmsT  • 
and  divifiohs  in  the  nation.  Ijpt  June  the  parliafmerit  was 
prorogued  to  the  fame  montkiof  the  following  yeafr  :  then 
the,  Duke  of  Ormond  embanked  for  England,  leaving  the 
adminidration  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Richard;  Cox,  lord* 
chancellor,  and. the  Lord  Cutts,  comn^ander  in  chief  of 
the  Qucea's  forces,  who  .were  appointed  lord^-juftices 
during  the  Duke's  abfence,  ^ 

§  XXXIL  During  thefe'tranfetaioni  in  Grfeat-Brftaift 
and  Ireland,  the  allies  bad  not  been  remifs  in  their  prepa-i 
rj^tions  for  the  cnfuing  campaign.  The  Duke  of  Marl bo^^ 
rough  had  fixed  upon  the  M6felle  for  the  fce^nebradion  j 
and  magazines  of  all  forts  were  formed  at -Triers.  On 
the  thirteenth  day  of  March  the  Duke  embarked  for  Hot- 
land,  where  he  prevailed  iipon  the  States-Genieral  to  con- 
tribute their  troops  for  the  execution  of  his  projeQ.  Having 
concerted  with  the  deputies  of  the  States  and  the  Dutch 
'generals  the  neceffary  meafures  for  opening  the  campaign, 
'  he  fet  out  for  Maeftricht,  in  order  to  aflemble  his'  army. 
On  the  fifth  day  of  May  the  Emperor  Leopold  died  at 
Vienna,  and  was  fucceeded  on  the  Imperial  throne  by  his 
cldeft  fon  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans,  a   prince  who 
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reTcfflbled  his  father  in  meeknefs  of  difpc^tioOy  narrowoeff  C  H  A  P^ 
of  intcUea,  and  bigotry  to  the  Romi<h  rdigioa«  On  the  ^^  '^ 
fifteenth  of  June  the  Engliih  troops  paficd  theMaefe^and  1705* 
contiiwi^  their  march  towards  the  Mofeile^  uader  the 
command  of  Geneial  Churchill;  and  the  Duke  {etout 
for.Creutznacfa,  to  confer  with  Prince  Louis  of  Baden, 
who  excufed  himfdf  on  pretence  of  being  much  indifpofqdL 
Marlborough  vifked  him  at  Raftadt,  where  in  a  confer 
renege  Asj  re£blTed  that  a  fufficient  number  of  German 
troops  fhould  be  left  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lines  of  Lauter^- 
burgand  Stolhoflen,  under  the  command  of  General 
Thungen ;  and  that  Prince  Louis  c^  Baden  ihould  march 
with  a  large  detachment  towards  the  Saar,  to  a£i  in  con*- 
cert  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  The  confederate 
army  pafled  the  Moielle  and  the  Saar  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  and  encamped  at  £lft  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  who 
retired  with  great*  pwcipitation,  and  entrenched  themfelves 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coningfmacheren.  The  Duke's 
deiign  was  to  beiiege  Saar^Louis  i  but  Prince  Louis  failed 
in  the  performance  of  his  engagement:  be  feigned  himfelf 
fick,  and  repaired  to  the  bath  at  Schlangenbade,  leaving 
the  fmall  number  of  Imperial  troops  he  had  condu(9ed  as 
far  as  Creutznacb,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de 
Frize.  He  was  fufpeded  of  treachery ;  but  probably  ik&cd 
from  envy  of  the  Duke's  military  reputation*. 

§  XXXIII.  While  this  nobleman  fuftamed  fuch  a  mor- 
tifying difappointment  on  the  iVlofelle,  the  French  did 
not  fail  to  make  advantage  of  their  fuperiority  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, where  General  D'Auverquerque  was  obliged  to 
ftand  on  the  defenfive.  They  invefted  Huy,  and  carried 
on  their  operations  fo  vigoroufly,  that  in  a  few  days  the 
garrifon  were  obliged  to  fiirrender  themfelves  prifohers  of 
war :  then  Villeroy  undertook  the  rcdudlioo  of  Liege,  and 
adually  began  his  works  before  the  citadel.  Marlborough 
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•  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  finding  himfelf  obliged  tp  retreat,  fent  a 
note  with  a  trumpeter  to  Villars,  containing  an  apology  for  decamping.— 
**  Do  me  the  juftice  (faid  he)  to  believe  that  my  retreat  is  entirely  owing 
«  to  the  failure  of  the  Prince  of  Baden  ;  but  that  my  efteem  for  you  is  ftill 
•*  grcaicr  than  my  rcfentment  of  his  condu^." 


50  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND; 

was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  enemy's  progrefs  than  he 
marched  to  Triers,  where,  in  a  council,:  k  was  reiblved 
S705.  that  the  army  fliould  return  to  the  Netherlandr.-  The 
troops  were  in  motion  on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  and 
marched  with  fuch  expedition,  that  they  pafled  the  Maefc 
on  the  firft  day  of  July.  Villeroy  having  received  advice 
of  the  Duke's  approach,  abandoned  his  enterprife,  and 
retired  to  Tongeren,  from  whence  he  retreated  within  his 
lines,  that  reached  from  Marche  aux  Dames  on  the  Meuie^ 
along  the  Mehaigne,  as  far  as  Lenuive.  Marlborough 
having  joined  D'Auverquerque,  fentGeneral  Scholten  with 
a  detachment  to  inveft  Huy ;  and  in  a  few  days  the  gac- 
rtfon  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  Englifh  general  re* 
folving  to  ftrike  fome  ftroke  c^  importance  that  ihould 
atone  for  his  difappointment  on  the'Mofelle,  fent  General 
Hompefch  to  the  States,  with  a  propofal  for  attacking 
the  French  lines;  and  obtained  their  permiffion  to  do 
whatever  he  fhould  think  proper  for  the  good  of  the  com»> 
mon  caufe.  Then  he  explained  the  fchemo  in  two  fuc- 
ceffive  councils  of  war,  by  which,  at  length,  it  was  ap* 
proved  and  refolved  upon,  though  fome  Dutch' generals 
declared  themfelves  againft  the  undertaking.  The  enemy 
\ixre  poAed  along  the  lines,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
battalions  and  one  hundred  and  forty^fix  fquadrons.  The 
allied  army  did  not  much  exceed  that  number.  In  order 
to  divide  them,  D'Auverquerque  made  a  falfe  motion  and 
pafled  the  Mehaigne,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack  the 
lines  about  Meflelin.  The  ftratagem  facceeded.  The 
French  weakened  the  other  parts  by  ftrengthening  that 
which  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Gerbife  towards  Namur. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  having  made  the  difpofition, 
the  army  began  to  niarch  'in  the  night  between  the  feven- 
teenth  and  eighteenth  of  July,  in  order  to  force  a  paffagic 
of  the  French  lines  at  Heylefem,  the  caftle  of  Wauge, 
and  the  villages  of  Wauge,  Neerhefpen,  and  Ooftmalen. 
l^hefe  pofts  were  taken  with  very  littfc  difficulty:  but, 
before  the  infantry  could  come  up,  the  enemy  advanced 
with  fifty  fquadrons  and  twenty  battalions,  and  began  to 
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fire  from  eight  pieces  of  cannon  with  triple  barrels,  which 
did  confiderable  execution.  The  Duke  perceiving  that 
they  were  continually  re-enforced  from  the  other  parts  of  1705 
the  lines,  ordered  the  horfe  to  charge  their  cavalry,  which 
were  foon  broken  and  routed  :  but  rallying  behind  their 
infantry,  interlined  with  foot,  and  joined  by  frelh  fqua- 
drons,  they  advanced  again  towards  the  allies,  who  were 
now  fuftained  by  their  infantry,  aud  moved  forwards  to 
renew  the  charge.  After  a  warm,  though  fhort  engage- 
ment,  the  enemy's  horfe  were  defeated  with  great  flaughter. 
The  infantry,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  in  the  plain, 
retreated  in  great  diforder,  between  the  villages  of  Heylefem 
and  Golfteven,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  reft  of 
their  army,  and  formed  again  in  order  of  battle.  Mean 
while  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ordered  all  his  troops  to 
enter  the  lines  ;  and  extended  his  right  towards  the  Great 
Geete  before  Tirlemont,  where  the  enemy  had  left  the 
battalion  of  Montluc,  which  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
In  this  a£^ion  the  confederates  took  the  Marquis  D'Alegre 
and  the  Count  de  Home,  lieutenant-generals,  one  major- 
general,  two  brigadier- generals,  with  many  other  officers, 
and  a  great  numberlof  common  foldiers  ;  a  large  heap  o£ 
ftandards,  four  colours,  one  pair  of  kettle-drums,  and 
ten  pieces  of  cannon.  In  the  action,  as  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  advanced  to  the  charge  at  the  head  of  feveral 
fquadroQS,  a  Bavarian  officer  rode  up  to  attack  him  fword 
in  hand ;  but  in  raifmg  himfelf  on  his  ftirrups  to  ftrike 
with  the  greater  advantage,  he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and 
was  immediately  flain. 

§  XXXIV.  The  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Mon- 
fieur  D'Alegre  being  thus  defeated  with  little  or  no  lofs  to 
the  confederates,  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  and  the  Marefchal 
de  Villeroy  paffed  the  Great  Geete  and .  the  Deule,  with 
great  expedition,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  ftrong  camp 
at  Parck,  their  left  extending  to  Roofelaer,  and  their  right 
to  Winefelen  againft  the  height  of  Louvain,  Next  day 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  marching  through  the  plain  of 
Parck,  took  twelve  hundred  prifoners,  who  could  not 
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keep  pace  with  the  reft  of  the  enemy's  forces ;  and  in  the 
evening  he  encamped  with  the  right  at  the  abbey  of 
i70S«  Vlierfbeck,  and  the  left  before  Bierbeck,  under  the  cannon 
of  Louvain.  He  detached  Lieutenant*GeneraI  Henkelum, 
the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  Count  Oxienfticrn,  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  to  attack  fome  pofts  on  the 
Deule,  which  wete  flenderly  guarded »  Their  advanced 
guard  accordingly  pafled  the  river,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  r 
but,  for  want  of  timely  fupport,  they  were  obliged  to  pafs 
it  and  retire.  On  the  third  of  Auguft  Baron  Spaar,  with 
a  body  of  Dutch  troops,  marched  to  Raboth  on  the  canar 
of  Bruges,  forced  the  French  lines  at  Lovendegen,  and 
took  four  forts  by  which  they  were  defended  ;  but  receiv- 
ing advice  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  towards 
bim,  he  retired  to  Mildegem,  and  carried  with  him  fevera! 
hoftages,  as  fec;urity  for  the  payment  of  the  contributions 
he  had  raifed.  On  the  fifteenth  the  Duke  moved  from 
Mildert  to  Corbais;  next  day  continued  his  march  to 
Genapy  from  whence  he  advanced  to  Fifchermont.  Oit 
the  feventeenth  General  D'Auverquerque  took  the  poft  of 
Waterlo  ;  and  next  day  the  confederate  army  was  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  before  the  enemy,  who  extended  from 
Overyfche,  near  the  wood  of  Soignies,^  to  Neeryfche,  with 
the  little  river  Yfche  in  their  front,  fo  as  to  cover  Bruflels 
and  Louvain.  The  D-uke  of  Marlborough  propofed  to 
attack  them  immediately  before  they  {hould  recollect  them- 
felves  from  their  confternation  ;  and  D'Auverquerque  ap- 
proved of  the  defign :  but  it  was  oppofed  by  General 
Schlangenburg,  and  other  Dutch  ofEcers,  who  repre- 
fented  it  in  fuch  a  light  to  the  deputies  of  the  States,  that 
they  refufej  to  concur  in  the  execution.  The  Duke 
being  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  fcheme,  wrote  an  expoftu* 
latory  letter  to  the  States-General^  complaining  of  their 
having  withdrawn  that  confidence  which  they  had  repofed 
in  him  while  he  a6ted  in  Germany.  This  letter  being 
publiflied  at  the  Hague,  excited  murmurs  among  the 
people;  and  the  Englifh  nation  were  incenfed  at  the  pre- 
fumption  of  the  Deputies,  who  wrote  feveial  letters  in 
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tJieir  own }uftiiication  to  the  Sutes- General:  but  thefe  chap. 
had  no  effoft  upon  the  populace,  by  whom  the  Duke  was  ^_  '  ^ 
refpefied  even  to  a  degree  of  adoration.  The  States  being  1705. 
apprifed  of  the  refentment  that  prevailed  over  all  England, 
and  that  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  lord-prefident  of  the 
council,  was  appointed  as  envoy  extraordinary  to  Holland, 
with  inftru£lions  to  demand  fatisfa£tion,  thought  proper 
-to  anticipate  his  journey,  by  making  fubmiillons  to  the . 
Duke,  and  removing  Schlangenburg  from  his  command. 
The  confederate  army  returned  to  Corbais,  fi;om  whence 
it  marched^to  Perwitz,  where  it  encamped.  The  little 
town  of  Sbut'Leeuwc,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  amorafs, 
and  conftituting  the  chief  defenfe  of  the  enemy's  lines,  . 
being  taken  by  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
naht*GeheraI  Dedem,  the  Duke  ordered  the  lines  from 
this  place  to  Wafleigne  to  be  levelled,  and  the  town  of 
Tirlemont  to  be  difmantled :  then  paffing  the  Demer,  he 
encamped  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September  at  Aerfchot. 
About  the  latter  end  of  the  month  he  marched  to  Hc- 
venthals:  from  hence  the  Duke  repaired  to  the  Hague, 
where  he  had  feveral  conferences  with  the  Penfionary.  In 
a  few  days  he  returned  to  the  army,  which  decamping 
from  Heventhals,  marched  to  Clampthout.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  October  the  Count  de.Noyelles  in- 
yefted  Santvliet,  which  furrendered  before  the  end  of  the 
cnonth. 

§  XXXV.  At  this  period  the  Duke,  in  confequence  of 
^reding  letters  from  the  Emperor,  fet  out  for  Vienna,  in 
-order  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  enfuing  campaign, 
and  other  meafures  of  importance,  in  which  the  concerns 
of  the  allies  were  interefted.  In  his  way  he  was  magni- 
•ficently  entertained  by  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  him  of 
Triers,  and  complimented  by  the  magiftracy  of  Francfort, 
where  he  conferred  with  Prince  Louis  of  Baden.  On  the 
twelfth  of  November  he  arrived  at  Vienna,  where  h^  was 
^treated  with  the  bigheft  marks  of  diftindlion  and  cordial  ^ 
:friend{hip  by  their  Imperial  majefties.  His  fon-in^Iaw,  the 
£ad  of  Sunderland)  had  been  fent  thither  as  envoy  extra- 
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ordinary ;  and  now  they,  conferred  together  with  the  £m« 
peror  and  his  minifters.     They  refolved  to  maintain  the 
1705.      war  with  tedoubled  vigour.     The  treaties  were  renewed^ 
and  provifion  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
The  Emperor,  in  confideration  of  the  Duke's  fignal  fcr- 
vice  to  the  houfe  of  Auilria,  prefented  him  with  a  grant 
of  the  lordfhip  of  Mindelheim  inSuabia,  which  was  now 
ere£led  into  a  principality  of  the  Roman  empire.     In  his 
return  with  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  he  vifited  the    courts 
of  Berlin  and  Hanover,  where  he  was  received  with  that 
extraordinary  refpedl  which  was  due  to  his  ch^&uEter;  and 
arrived  at  the  Hague  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December. 
There  he  fettled  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  with 
the  States-General,   who  confented  to  join  England  in 
maintaining  an  additional  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  as 
a  re- enforcement  to  the  army  of  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy. 
While  the  allies  were  engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Santvliet, 
the  EleSor  of  Bavaria  fent  a  detachment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Marcellp  de  Grimaldi,  to  inveft  Dieft,  the 
garrifon  of  which  were,  made  prifoners  of  war. 

§  XXXVI.  Onthe*Upper  Rhine  Marefchal  Villars 
befieged  and  took  Homburg,  and  pafTed  the  Rhine  at 
Strafturg  on  the  fixth  day  of  Auguft.  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden  arriving  in  the  camp  of  the  Imperial ifts  at  Stol* 
hofFen,  not  only  obliged  him  to  retire,  but  having  pai&d 
the  river,  forced  the  French  lines  at  Hagenau  :  then  he 
reduced  Drufenheim  and  Hagenau,  but  attempted  no  cn- 
terprife  equal  to*  the  number  of  his  army,  although  the 
Emperor  had  expoftulated  with  him  feverely  on  his  con- 
duif^  ;  and  he  had  'now  a  fair  opportunity  of  emulating 
the  glory  of  Marlborough,  upon  whom  he  looked  with 
the  eyes  of  an  envious  rival.  In  Italy  a  battle  was  fought 
at  Cafano,  between  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  de 
Vendome,  with  dubious  fuccefs.  The  Duke  de  Feuil- 
lade  reduced  Chivas,  and  invefted  Nice,  which,  after  an 
obftinate  defenfe,  furrendered  in  December.  Air  the  con- 
fiderable  places  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  were  now 
tal;en,  except  Coni  ^ni  Turin  j  and  his  little  army  was 

reduced 


ANNE.  SS 

ictfiiced  to  twelve  thoufand  men,*  whom  he  could  hardly  chap. 
.fupport.  His  duchefs,  his  clergy,  and  his  fubjedls  in  ^  ^  *,_| 
general,  preiTed  him  to  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  his  1705* 
aiiairs :  but  he  adhered  to  the  alliance  with  furpriiing 
ibrtitude*  He  withftood  the  importunities  of  his  duchefs^ 
excluded  all  the  bifhops  and  clergy  from  bis  councils  ; 
and,  when  he  had  occafion  for  a  confeflbr,  chofe  a  prieft 
occalionally,  either  from  the  Dominicans  or  Francifcans. 
The  campaign  in  Portugal  began  with  a  very  promifing 
j2Spe&,  The  allies  invaded  Spain  by  the  different  frontiers 
x>f  Beyraand  Alentejo.  Their  army,  under  theconunand 
4)f  the  Conde  das  Galvea^,  undertook  the  (lege  of  Valencia 
D'Alcantara  in  .May,  and  took  it  by  aflault:  Albu- 
^querque  furrendered  upon  articles ;  and  then  the  troops 
w^re  lent  into  q<uarters  of  refrefhment.  The  Marquis  de 
Jas  Minas,  who  commanded  the  Portuguefe  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Beyra,  reduced  the  town  of  Salva- terra,  plun* 
dered  and  burned  Sarca  ;  but  was  obliged  tp.  retire  to  Pe- 
jiamacos  at  the  approach  of.the  enemy.  Towards  the/end 
of  September  the  confederates  being  re-a&mbled,  invefted 
Badajox,  by  the  advice  of  the  Earl  of  Galway,  who  loft 
his  right-hand  .by  a  jcannon-ball,  and  was  obliged  to  he 
carried  oS*;  fo  that  the  condu£):  of  the  iljege  was  left  to 
General  Fagel.  He  had  made  conliderable  progrcfs  to* 
wards  the  redu£b*on  of  the  place,  when  the  Marquis  de 
TheiTe  found  means  to  throw  in  a  powerful  .re*^nforce- 
.ment;  and  thea  the  confederates  abandoned  the  enter- 
jprife.  The  w^r  continued  to  rage  in  Hungary  with  va- 
rious fuccefs.  Ragptfki,  though  frequently  worfted, 
.appeared  ftiU  in  arms,  and  ravaged  the  country,  which 
became  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  defolation.  In  Poland  the 
x>ld  Cardinal  Primate  owned  Staniflaus,. but  died  befpre  the 
coronation,  which  was  performed  by  the  Bifhop  of  Cuja- 
.via.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  Kjng  Auguftus  had 
pafled  through  Poland  in  difguife  to  the  Mufcovite  army, 
-which  was  put  under  his  command  in  Lithuania ;  and  the 
campaign  was  protra£ked  through  the  whole  winter- feafori, 
j|U)twUhftanding    the    feverity   of  the  weather  in    that 
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northern  climate.  In  the  fpring  the  Swedifh  genera], 
Reinchild,  obtained  a  complete  vidory  over  the  Saxon 
1705.  army,  which  was  either  cuf  in  pieces  or  taken,  with  their 
camp,  baggage,  and  artillery :  yet  the  War  wag,  not  ex- 
tittguifhed.  The  King  of  Sweden  continued  obftinitely 
deaf  to  all  propofjils  of  peace,  and  was  become  as  favage 
in  his  manners,  as  brutal  in  his  revenge. 

§  XXXVII.  At  fea  the  arms  of  the  allies  were  gene- 
rally profperous.  Philip  of  Spain  being  obfiinately  bent 
upon  retaking  Gibraltar,  fent.  Marcfchal  de  Theflc  to 
jenew  the  fiege,  while  De  Pointis  was  ordered  to  block  up 
the  place  by  fea  with  his  fquadron.  Thefe  French  oflScers 
carried  on  the  fiege  with  fuch  aflivity,  that  the  Prince  of 
HeflTe  defpatched  an  exprefs  to  Lifton  with  a  letter,  defiring 
Sir  John  Leake  to  fail  immediately  to  his  afliftance.  This 
admiral  having  been  re-enforced  from  England  by  Sir 
Thomas  Dilkes,  with  five  fliips  of  the  line  and  a  body  of 
troops,  fet  fail  immediately;  and  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March  defcried  five  Ihips  of  war  hauling  out  of  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar.  Thefe  were  commanded  by  De  Pointis  in 
perfbn,  to  whom  the  Englilh  admiral  gave  chafe.  One 
of  them  ftruck,  after  having  made  a  very  flight  refiftance ; 
and  the  reft  ranafliore  to  the  weftward  of  Marbell^,  where 
they  were  deftroyed.  The  remaining  part  of  the  French 
fquadron  had  been  blown  from  their  anchors,  and  taken 
Shelter  in  the  bay  of  Malaga:  but  riow  they  flipped  their 
cables,  and  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Toulon.  The 
Marefchal  de  Theflfe,  in  confequence  of  this  difafter, 
turned  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  into  a  blockade,  and  with- 
drew the  greater  part  of  his  forces.  While  Sir  John  Leake 
was  employed  in  this  expedition.  Sir  George  Byng,  who 
had  been  ordered  to  cruife  in  foundings  for  the  prote(5tion 
pf  trade,  took  a  (hip  of  forty  guns  from  the- enemy,  to- 
gether with  twelve  privateers,  and  fevcn  veflels  richly 
laden  from  the  Weft-Indies. 

§  XXXVIII.  But  the  moft  eminent  achievement  of 
this  fummer,  was  the  reduction  of  Barcelona,  by  the  cele- 
brated Earl  pf  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudcfley  Shovel, 

who 


ANNE. 


57 


irbo  failed  from  St.  Helen's  in  the  latter  end  of  May  with  chap. 
the  Englifh  fleet,  having  on  board  a  body  of  five  thoufand  .  ^^^^'  , 
land-forces ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June  arrived  at  1705. 
Lifbon,  where  they  were  joined  by  Sir  John  Leake  and  the 
Dutch  admiral,  Allemonde.  In  a  council  of  war,  they 
determined  to  put  to  fea  with  eight-and-forty  (hips  of  the 
line,  which  (hould  be  ftationed  between  Cape  Spartel  and 
the  bay  of  Cadiz,  in  order  to  prevent  the  jundlion  of  the 
Toulon  and  Breft  fquadrons.  The  Prince  of  Hcffe- 
Darmftadt  arriving  from  Gibraltar,  afTured  King  Charles, 
that  the  province  of  Catalonia  and  the  kingdom  qf  Va- 
lencia were  attached  to  his  intereft  ;  and  his  Majefty  being 
weary  of  Portugal,  refolved  to  accompany  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  to  Barcelona.  He  accordingly  embarked 
with  him  on  board  of  the  Ranelagh  ;  and  the  fleet  failed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Galway 
having  re-enforced  them  with  two  regiments  of  Englifli 
dragoons.  At  Gibraltar  they  took  on  board  the  Engliih 
guards,  and  three  old  regiments,  in  lieu  of  which  they 
left  two  new-raifed  battalions.  On  the  eleventh  day  of 
Auguft  they  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Altea,  where  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough  publiflied  a  manifefto  in  the  Spanifli 
language,  which  had  fuch  an  efFe£);,  that  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of. the  place,  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  adjacent 
mountains,  acknowledged  King  Charles  as  their  lawful 
fovercign.  They  feifed  the  town  of  Denia  for  his  fervice; 
and  he  fent  thither  a  garrifon  of  four  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Ramos,  On  the  twenty- 
fecond  they  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Barcelona :  the  troops 
were  difembarked  to  the  eaftward  of  the  city,  where  they 
encamped  in  a  firong  fituation,  and  were  well  receivQd  by 
the  country- people.  King  Charles  landed  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  an  infinite  multitude  from  the  neighbour-' 
ing  towns  and  villages,  who  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet, 
exclaiming,  "  Long  live  the  King  !"  and  exhibited  all 
the  marks  of  the  moft  extravagant  joy.  The  inhabitants 
of  Barcelona  were  well  afFefted  to  the  houfe  of  Aufiria, 
but  over-awed  by  a  garrifon  of  five  thoufand  men  under 

5  ti»« 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

the  Duke  de.  Popdi,  Velafco,  and  other  officers  devote! 
to  the  intereft  of  King  Phih'p.  Confidering  the  ftrength 
J705.  of  fi^ch  a  garrifon,  and  the  fmail  number  of  Dutch  and 
Englifli  troops,  nothifig  could  appear  more  defperate  and 
<langerou8  than  the  deiign  of  befieging  the  place  :  yet  this 
was  propc^ed  by  the  Prince  of  HeiTe-Darmftadt,  who 
ferved  in  the  expedition  as  a  voluntier,  ftrongly  urged  by 
King,  Charles,  and  approved  by  the  Earl  of  Peterborough 
-and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  The  city  was  accordingly 
invefted  on  one  fide ;  but,  as  a  previous  ftep  to  the  re- 
duiSlioti  of  it,  they  cefolved  to  attack  the  fort  of  Montjuic, 
dlroBgly  fituated  on  a  hill  that  commanded  the  city.  The 
outworks  were  taken  by  ftorm,  with  the  lofs  of  the  gal- 
lant Prince  of  Heffe,  who  was  fliot  through  the  body,  and 
-expired  in  a  few  hours :  then  the  Earl  of  Peterborough 
l3egan  to  bombard  the  body  of  the  fort;  and  a  (heH 
chancing  to  fall  into  the  magazine  of  powder,  blew  it  up, 
<ogether  with  the  governor  and  fame  of  the  beft  officers  : 
ao  accident  which  ftruck  fuch  a  terrour  into  the  g^rrifon^ 
that  they  furrendered  without  further  refiftance. 

§  XXXIX.  This  great  point  being  gained,  the  Engtifh 
general  erefted  bis  batteries  againft  the  town,  with  the 
help  of  the  Miquelets  and  feamen ;  the  bomb-ketches 
began  to  fine  with  fuch  execution,  that  in  a  few  days  the 
igovernor  capitulated,  and  on  the  fourth  day  of  06lober 
King  Charles  entered  in  triumph*.  All  the  other  places 
in  Catalonia  declared  for  him,  except  Rofes  ;  fo  that  the 

largeft 

♦  Voltaire,  upon  what  authority  we  know  not,  tells  us,  that  during  the 
capitulation,  the  Geunan  and  Catalonian  troops  found  means  to  climb  over 
the  ramparts  into  the  city,  and  began  to  commit  tlie  mod  barbarous  exce/Tes^ 
the  Viceroy  complained  to  Peterborough  that  his  foldiers  ,had  taken  an 
-unfair  advantage  of  the  treaty,  and  were  adiuaily  employed  in  burning, 
plundering,  murthering,  and  violating  the  inhabitants.  The  Earl  replied, 
*<  Thejj  muft  then  be  the  troops  of  the  Prince  of  Hefle^  allow  me  to  enter 
**■  the  city  with  my  Englifli  forces ;  I  will  fave  it  from  ruin^  oblige  the 
"  Germans  to  retire,  and  march  back  again  to  our  prefent  fituation."  The 
Viceroy  trufted  his  honour,  and  forthwith  adgiitted  the  Earl  with  his  troops. 
iHe  foon  drove  out  the  Germans  and  Catalonians,  after  having  obliged  them 
to  quit  the  plunder  they  had  taken.;  and  by  accident  he  refcued  the  Du- 
«befs  of  Popoli  from  the  hands  of  two  biuCiil  foldleis>  and  delivered  her  to 
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krgeft  and  richcft  province  of  Spain  was  conquered  with  chap. 
an  army  fcarce  double  the  number  of  the  garrifon  of  Bar- 
celona. King  Charles  wrote  a  letter  with  his  own  hand  1705 
to  the  Queen  of  England,  containing  a  circumftantial 
detail  of  his  aiFairs,  the  warmeft  expreifions  of  acknow- 
ledgement, and  the  higheft  encomiums  on  her  fubjeSs, 
particularly  the  Earl  of  Peterborough.  In  a  council  of 
war  it  was  determined  that  the  King  and  the  Earl  ihould 
continue  in  Catalonia  with  the  land-forces  :  that  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  fhould  return  to  England:  that  iive-and- 
twen ty  Englifh  and  fifteen  Dutch  (hips  of  war  fhould 
winter  at  Lifbon,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Leake 
and  the  Dutch  rear-admiral,  WafTenaer;  and  that  four 
Englifh  and  two  Dutch  frigates  fhould  remain  at  Barce- 
lona. Don  Francifco  de  Velafco  was  tranfported  to  Ma-* 
laga  with  about  a  thoufand  men  of  his  garrifon :  the  refl 
voluntarily  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  King  Charles,  and  fix 
other  regiments  were  raifed  by  the  flates  of  Catalonia. 
The  Count  de  Cifuentes,  at  the  head  of  the  Miquelets 
and  Catalans  attached  to  the  houfe  ofAuflria,  fecured 
Tarragona,  Tortofa,  Lerida,  San-Mattheo,  Gironne, 
and  other  places.  Don  Raphael  Nevat,  revolting  from 
Philip  with  his  whole  regiment  of  horfe,  joined .  General 
Kamos  at  Denia,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  feveral 
places  of  importance  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  Flufhed 
with  fuch  unexpected  fuccefs  they  penetrated  to  the  capital 
of  the  fame  name,  which  they  furprifed,  together  with 
the  Marquis  de  Villa-Garcia,  the  viceroy,  and  the  arch- 
bifhop.  Thefe  advantages,  however,  were  not  properly 
improved.  The  court  of  Charles  was  divided  into 
fadions,  and  fo  much  time  loft  in  difputes,  that  the 
enemy  fent  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  rpen  into  the  kingdom 
of  Valencia,  under  the  Command  of  the  Conde  de  las 
Torres,  who  forthwith  invefted*  San-Mattheo,    guarded 

by 

her  hu/band.  Having  thus  appeafed  the  tumult  and  difpelled  the  horrours 
of  the  citizens,  he  returned  to  his  former  ftation,  leaving  the  inhabitants 
of  Barcelona  amazed  at  fuch  an  inftance  of  magnanimity  and  moderation 
to  a  people  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  confider  as  the  moft  favage  barbarians. 
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BOOK    by  Colonel  Jones  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Miquelets. 

^  '_  _f  This  being  a  place  of  great  confequence,  on  account  of 
J 705.  its  fituation,  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  marched  thither 
ivith  one  thoufand  infantry,  and  two  hundred  dragoons  ; 
and  by  means  of  feigned  intelligence  artfully  conveyed  to 
^he  Conde,  induced  that  general  to  abandon  the  fiege  with 
precipitation,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  being  fuddenly  at- 
tacked by  a  coniiderable  army.  Peterborough  afterwards 
took  pofleilion  of  Nules,  and  purchaiing  horfes  at  Caftillon 
^e  la  Plana,  began  to  form  a  body  of  cavalry,  which  did 
good  fervice  in*  the  fequcl.  Having  affembled  a  little  army, 
confiding  of  ten  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons^  and 
'  four  battalions  of  regular  troops,  with  about  three  thou- 

fand militia,  he  marched  to  Molviedro,  which  was 
furrendered  to  him  by  the  governor.  Brigadier  Mahoni* 
Between  this  ofEcer  and  the  Dyke  d'Arcos,  the  Spaniflt 
general,  he  excited  fuch  jealoufies  by  dint  of  artifices  not 
altogether  juftifiable  even  in  war,  that  the  Duke  wa« 
tnore  intent  upon  avoiding  the  fuppofed  treachery  of  Ma- 
lioni  than  upon  interruptihg  the  Earl's  march  to  Valencia, 
where  the  inhabitants  exprefled  uncommon  mtrks  of  joy  at 
his  arrivaL  About  this  period  a  very  obftinate  a£tion 
:happened  at  St.  Iftevan  de  Litera,  where  the  Chevalier 
D'Asfeldt,  with  nine  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  and 
as  many  battalions  of  French  infantry,  attacked  Colonel 
Wills  at  the  head  of  .a  fmall  detachment:  but  this  lafl: 
being  fupported  by  Lieutenant-General  Cuningham,  who 
was  mortally  wounded  in  the  engagement,  repulfed  the 
<nemy,  though  three  times  his  number,  with  the  lofs  of 
four  hundred  men  killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  troops  on 
both  fides  fought  with  the  moft  defperate  valour,  keeping 
up  their  fire  until  the  muzzles  of  their  pieces  met,  and 
charging  each  other  at  the  point  of  bayonet.  The  only 
<  misfortune  that  attended  the  Englifh  arms  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year  was  the  capture  of  the  Baltick  fleet  homeward- 
bound,  with  their  convoy  of  three  ihips  of  war,  which 
were  taken  by  the  Dunkirk  fquadron  under  the  command 
sof  the  Count  de  St.  Paul,  though  he  himfelf  was  killed 
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ih  the  engagement.    When  an  account  of  thw  advantage   chap. 
was  communicated  to  the  French  King,  he  replied  with  »  ^  _    ' 
figh,   "  Very  well,  I  wilh  the  (hips  were  fafe  again  in  any       1705 
**  Englifh  port,  provided  the  Count  de  St.  Paul  could  be 
«  reftored  to  life."     After  the  deatli  of  the  famous  Du 
Bart,  this  officer  was  counted  the  heft  feaman  in  France, 

§  XL.  The  kingdom  of  England  was  now  wholly 
engroffed  by  the  cleftion  of  members  for  the  new  parlia- 
ment. The  Tories  exerted  themfelves  with  great  induftry^ 
and  propagated  th^  cry  of  the  church's  being  in  danger  > 
a  cxy  in  which  th^  Jacobites  joined  with  great  fervour : 
but,  notwithftanding  all  their  efforts,  in  word  and  writ- 
ing, a  majority  of  Whigs  was  returned  ;  and  now   the- 
Lord  Godolphin,  who  had  hitherto  maintained  a  neutra- 
lity, thought  proper  openly  to  countenance  that  faSion- 
By  his   intereft  co-operating  with   the  influence  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough^   Sir  Nathan  Wright  was  de- 
prived of  the  great  feal,  which  was  committed   to  Mr.. 
William  Cowper,  with  the  title  of  lord-keeper.   This  was 
a  lawyer  of  good  extraction,  fuperior  talents,  engaging 
manners,  and  eminence  in  his  profeffion.   He  was  ftaunch 
to  Whig  principles,  and  for  many  years  had  been  confii- 
dered  as  one  of  their  beft  fpeakers  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    The  new  parliament  meeting  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  06lober,  a  violent  conteft  arofe  about  the  choice 
of  a  fpeaker.     Mr.  Bromley  was  fupported  by  the  Tories, 
and  the  Whigs   propofed  Mr.   John   Smith,   who  was 
eleScd  by  a  majority  of  forty- three  voices.     The  Queen 
in  her  fpeech  reprefented  the  neceffity  of  afling  vigoroufly 
againft  France,  as  a  common  enemy  to  the  liberties   of 
Europe :  fhe  commended  the  fortitude  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  which  Ihe  faid  was  without  example  :  {he  told 
them  her  intention  was  to  expedite  commiffions  for  treat- 
ing of  an  union  with  Scotland  :  (he  earneftly  recommended 
an  union  of  minds  and  affcdions  among  her  people  :  flie 
obfervcd,  that  fome  perfons  had  endeavoured  to  foment 
animofities,  and  even  fuggefted  in  print,  that  the  efta- 
blilhed  church  was  in  danger:   {he  affirmed  that  fuch 
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people  were  enemies  to  her  and  to  the  kingdom,  and 
meant  only  to  cover  defigns  which  they  durft  not  pub- 
1705.  lickly  own,  by  endeavouring  to  diftraft  the  nation  with 
unreafonable  and  groundlefs  diftrufts  and  jealoufies  :  (he 
declared  (he  would  always  afFedionately  fupport  and  coun- 
tenance the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftabliihed  : 
that  fhe  would  inviolably  maintain  the  toleration :  that 
(he  would  promote  religion  and  virtue,  encourage  trade, 
and  every  thing  elfe  that  might  make  them  a  happy  and 
flourifhing  people. 

§  XLI.  The  majority  in  both  Houfes  now  profefled  the 
fame  principles,  and  were  well  difpofed  to  fupport  the 
Queen  in  all  her  defigns.  They  firft  prefented  the  ufual 
addreiles,  in  the  warmed:  terms  of  duty  and  afFedion. 
Then  the  Commons  dtew  up  a  fecond,  afTuring  her  they 
would,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  ajQifl:  her  in  bringing 
the  treaty  of  union  to  a  happy  conclufion*  They  defired 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  relat-' 
•  ing  to  the  union  and  fucceffion,  might  be  laid  before  jthe 
Houfe,  The  Lords  had  follicited  the  fame  fatisfaSion  ; 
and  her  Majefty  promifed  to  comply  with  their  requeft.- 
The  Lower  Houfe  having  heard  and  decided  in  fome  cafes 
of  controverted  elections,  proceeded  to  take  into  confide- 
ration  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and- 
granted  the  fupplies  without  hefitation.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  while  the  Queen  was  prefent.  Lord  Haverlham^ 
at  the  end  of  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  refleSed  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  both*  on  the 
Mofelle  and  in  Brabant,  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  defire 
her  Majefty  would  invite  the  prefumptive  heir  to  the 
crown  of  England  to  come  and  refide  in  the  kingdom. 
This  motion  was  earneftly  fupported  by  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  Earls  of  Rochefter,  Nottingham,  and 
Anglefey.  They  faid  there  was  no  method  fo  effeflual  to 
fecure  the  fucceiTion,  as  that  of  the  fucceffor's  being  upon 
the  fpot,  ready  to  aflume  and  maintain  his  or  her  right 
againft  any  pretender ;  and  they  obferved,  that  in  former 
limes^  when  the  throne  of  England  was  vacant,  the  firft 
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comer  had  always  fuccccdcd  in  his  pretenfions.    The  pro-    ^  ^^  ^* 
pofal  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  Whigs,  who  knew 
it  was  difagreeable  to  the  Queen,  whom  they  would  not       1705 
venture  to  difobligc.     They  argued,   that  a  rivalry  be- 
tween the  two  courts  might  produce  diftra£lions,  and  be 
attended  with  very  ill  confequences ;  and  obfervcd,  that 
the  Princefs  Sophia  had  exprefled  a  full  fatisfadion  in  the 
afliirances  of  the  Queen,  who  had  promifed  to  maintain 
her  title*    The  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  great  majority*     The  defign  of  the  Tories 
in  making  this  motion  was  to  bring  the  other  party  into  dif- 
grace,  either  with  the  Queen  or  with  the  people.     Their 
joining  in  the  meafure  would  have  given  umbrage  to  their 
fovereign ;  and,  by  oppoAng  it,  they  ran  the  rifque  of 
incurring  the  publick  odium,  as  enemies  to  the  proteftant 
fucceffion  :  Jbut  the  pr^tenfe  of  the  Tories  was  fo  thin,  the 
nation  faw  through  it ;  and  the  fole  tffeQ.  the  motion  pro* 
duced,    was  the  Queen's  refentment  againft  the  whole 
party,     Burnet,  Bifhop  of  Sarum,    propofed  that   pro- 
vifion  might  be  made  for  maintaining  the  publick  quiet, 
in  the  interval  between  the  Queen's  deceafe,  and  the  ar- 
rival of  her  fucceflbr :  the  motion  was  feconded  by  the 
liOrd-Treafurer ;   and  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  better  fe- 
curity  of  her  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  of  the 
fucceffion  to  the  crown. of  England.     By  this  aft,  a  re- 
gency was  appointed  of  the  ieven  perfons  that  (hould  pof^ 
fefe  the  offices  of  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  Chan- 
celjor  or  Lord-Keeper,  Lord-Treafurer,  Lord-Prefident, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,    Lord  High-Admiral,    and  the  Lord- 
Chief-Juftice  of  the  Queen's -Bench.     Their  bufinefs  was 
to   proclaim  the  next  fucceflbr  through  the  kingdom  of 
England,  and  join  with  a  certain  number  of  perfons  named 
as  regents  by  the  fucceflbr,  in  three  lifts,  to  be  fealed  up 
*  and  depofited  with  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,   the 
Lord-Keeper,  and  the  Minifter  Refidentiary  of  Hanover. 
It  was  enafted.  That  thefe  joint  regencies  fl)ould  condu<Ei: 
the  adminiftration  :   that  the  laft  parliament,  even  though 
diflblved,  (hould  re-aflemble,  and  continue  fitting  for  fix 
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months  aftef  the  deceafe  of  her  Majcfty.  'The  bill  met 
with  a  warm  oppofition  from  the  Tories,  and  did  not 
1705.  pafs  the  Upper  Houfe  without  a  proteft.  It  was  ftill  fur- 
ther obftru£ted  in  the  Houfe' of  Commons  even  by  fonie  of 
the  Whig  party,  who  were  given  to  underftand  that-  the 
Princefs  Sophia  had  exprefled  an  inclination  to  reftde  ia 
England.  Exceptions  were  likewife  taken  to  that  claufe 
in  the  bill,  ena£l:ing  that  the  laft  parliament  (hould  be 
re^affembled.  They  affirmed,  that  this  was  inconfiftent 
with  part  of  the  a£l  by  which  the  fucceffion  was  at  firfl: 
fettled;  for,  among  other  limitations,  the  parliament  had 
provided,  that  when  the  crown  fhould  devolve  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  no  man,  who  had  either  place  or 
penfion,  fhould  be  capable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  After  tedious  difputes  and  zealous  alterca- 
tion, they  agreed  that  a  certain  number  of  offices  fliould 
be  fpecified  as  difqualifying  places.  This  felf-denying 
claufe,  and  fome  other  '  amendments,  produced  confe- 
rences between  the  two  Houfes,  and  at  length  the  bi(l 
pafled  by  their  mutual  aiTent.  Lord  Haverfham  moved 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  mifcarriages  of  the  laft  campaign, 
hoping  to  find  fome  foundation  for  cenfure  in  the  condud 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough :  but  the  propofal  was  re- 
jected as  invidious ;  and  the  two  Houfes  prefented  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Queen,  defiring  fhe  would  preferve  a  good 
correfpondence  among  all  the  confederates.  They  like- 
wife  concurred  in  repealing  the  a<9;  by  which  the  Scots  had 
been  alienated,  and  all  the  northern  counties  alarmed 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  na- 
tions. The  Lord  Shannon  and  Brigadier  Stanhope  arriv- 
ing with  an  account  of  the  expedition  to  Catalonia,  the 
Qi^ieen  communicated  the  good  news  in  a  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes,  exprefling  her  hope  that  they  would  enable  her 
to  profecute  the  advantages  which  her  arms  had  acquired. 
The  Commons  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  tidings,  that 
they  forthwith  granted  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  for  her  Majefty's  proportion  in  the  expenfe  of  pro- 
fecuting  the  fuccefies  already  gained  by  King  Charles  III. 
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for  the  recovery  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  hottfc  of   chap. 
Auftria.    On  Ae  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  Qiteen  ._^"^'  ^ 
gave  the  royal  aflent  to  an  z6t  for  exhibiting  a  bill  to  na«       '705. 
turalize  the  Prineefs  Sophia,  and  the  liTue  of  her  body. 

§  XLII.  Thefif  meafures  being  taken,  riie  fixth  day  of 
December  was  appointed  for  enquiring  into  thofe  dangers 
to  which  the  Tories  affirmed  the  church  was  expofed ;  and 
the  Queen  attended  in  perfon,  to  hear  the  debates  on  this 
interefting  fubje<Sl.  The  Earl  of  Rochefter  compared  the 
expreffions  in  the  Queen's  fpeech  at*  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion  to  the  law  enaded  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  de- 
nouncing the  penalties  of  treafoh  againft  thofe  who  (hould 
call  the  King  a  papift:  for  which  reafon,  he  faid,  he 
always  thought  him  of  that  perfuafion.  He  affirmed  that 
the  church's  danger  arofe  from  the  aft  of  fecurity  in 
Scotland,  the  abfence  of  the  fucceflbr  to  the  crown,  and 
the  pra£tice  of  occafional  conformity.  He  was  anfwered 
by  Lord  Hallifax,  who,  by  way  of  recrimination,  ob^ 
ferved  that  King  Charles  II.  was  a  Roman  catholick,  at 
leaft  his  brother  declared  him  a  papift  after  his  death : 
that  his  brother  and  fucceflbr  was  a  kn6wn  R6man  cathe^« 
lick,  yet  the  church  thought  herfclf  fecure  ;  and  thofe 
patriots  who  ftood  up  in  its  defenfe  were  difcountenanced 
and  puniflied :  nay,  when  that  fucceflbr  afcended  the 
throne,  and  the  church  was  apparently  in  the  moft  immi- 
nent danger,  by  the  high  commiffion  court  and  otherwife, 
the  nation  was  then  indeed  generally  alarmed  j  and'  every 
body  knew  who  fat  in  that  court,  and  entered  deeply 
into  the  meafures  which  were  then  piirfued.  Compton, 
Biihopof  London,  declared  that  the  church  was  in  danger, 
from  profanenefs,  irreligion,  and  the  licentioufnefsof  the 
prefs.  He  complained,  that  fermons  were  preached 
wherein  rebellion  was  counteoanced,  and  refiftance  to  the 
higher  powers  encouraged.  He  alluded  to  a  fermon 
preached  before  the  lord-mayor,  by  Mr.  Hoadley,  now 
Bilhop  of  Winchefter.  Burnet  of  Sarum  faid  the  Biftiop 
of  London  was  the  laft  man  who  ought  to  complain  of 
that  fermon  ;  for  if  the'doflrinc  it  contained  was  i>ot  good. 
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he  did  not  know  what  ilefenfe  his  lordfhip  could  make  fos 
bis  appearing  in  arms  at  Nottingham.    He  affirmed  the 
17W      church  would  be  always  fubjeft  to  profanenefs  and  irreli-- 
gion,   but  that  they  were  not  now  fo  flagrant  as  they 
uiiially  had  been :  he  faid  the  foclety  fet  up  for  reforma- 
tion in  London,  ^nd  other  cities,  had  contributed  confi- 
derably  to  the  fuppreiSon  of  vice :  ^  he  was  fure  the  corpo- 
ration for  propagating  the  gofpel  had  done  a  great  deal  to- 
wards inft^ucSling  men  in  rdigiony  by  giving  great  numbers 
of  .books  in  practical- divinity ;  by  erefling  libraries  ia 
country  pariih«s>  by  fending  many  able  divines  to  the 
foreign  plantations,    and   founding  fchools  to  breed  up 
children  in  the  chriftian  knowledge;   though  to  this  ex- 
penfe  very  little  had  been  contributed  by  thofe  whp  ap- 
peared fo  wonderfully  zealous  for  the  church.     The  Arch- 
bilhop  of  York  exprefTed  his  appreheniion  of  danger  from 
the  increafe  of  diilenters ;  particularly  from  the  many  aca^ 
demies  they  had  inftituted :   he  moved  that  the  judgfss 
might  be  confulted  with  refpe£t  to  the  laws  that  were  in 
force  againft  fuch  feminaries,  and  by  what  means  they 
might  be  fupprefled,    •  Lord  Wharton  moved  that  the 
judges,  might  alfo  be  confulted  about  means  of  fuppreffing 
fchools  and  feminaries  held  by  nonjurors;  inoneof  whick 
the  fons  of  a  noble  lord  in  that  Houfe  had  been  educated. 
To  this  farcafm  the  A rchbifcop. replied,  that  his  fons  were 
indeed  taught  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  fober,  virtuous  man ;,  but 
>  that  when,  he  refufed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  they  were 
immediately    withdrawn  from    his    inftruflions.      Lord 
Wharton   proceeded   to  declare,    that  he  had   carefully 
perufed   a   pamphlet  entitled    "  The  Memorial,"  which 
was  faid  to  contain  a  demanftration  that  the  church  was  in 
danger  :  but  all  he  could  learn  was,   that  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  the   Earls  of  Rochefter  and  Nottingham, 
were  out  of  place :  that  he  remembered  fome  of  thefe  no- 
blemen fat  in  the  high-commiffion  court,  and  then  made 
no  complaint  of  the  church's   being  in  dangen     Patrick 
Bifliop  of  Ely  complained  of  the  heat  and  paffion  mani- 
fefted  by  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  univerlities  j  and 
•  •  o£ 
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of  the  undutiful  behaviour  of  the  clergy  toward  their  chap. 
bifbops.  He  was  feconded  by  Hough  of  Lichfield  and  _  1'  . 
Coventry,  who  added,  that  the  inferior  clergy  calumniated  1705. 
their  bifhops,  as  if  they  v^ere  in  a  plot  to  deftroy  the 
church,  and  had  compounded  to  be  the  laft  of  their  order. 
Hooper  of  Bath  and  Wells  expatiated  on  the  invidious 
diftinftion  implied  in  the  terms  "  High  church,"  and 
*«  Low  church."  The  Duke  of  Leeds  aflertcd,  that  the 
church  could  not  be  fafe,  without  an  a£t  again  ft  occafional 
conformity.  Lord  Somers  recapitulated  all  the  arguments 
which  had  been  ufed  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion :  he  de- 
clared his  own  opinion  was,  that  the  nation  was  happy 
under  a  wife  and  juft  adminiftration  :  that  for  men  toraifb  . 
groundlefs  jealoufies  at  that  jun3ure,  couM  mean  no  lefs 
than  an  intention  to  embroil  the  people  at  home,  and  de- 
feat the  glorious  defigns  of  the  allies  abroad.  The  debate 
being  finifhed,  the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  church 
Qf  England  was  in  danger  ?  and  carried  in  the  negative  by 
a  great  majority :  then  the  Houfe  refolved,  That  the  church 
of  England  ashy  law  eftabliflied,  which  was  refcued  from 
the  extremeft  danger  by  King  William  III.  of  glorious 
memory,  is  now,  by  God's  blefling,  under  the  happy 
reign  of  her  Majefty,  in  a  moft  fafe  and  flourifhing  condi- 
tion ;  and  that  whoever  goes  about  to  fuggeft  or  infinuate 
that  the  church  is  in  danger,  under  her  Majefty's  admini- 
ftration, is  an  enemy  to  the  Queen,  the  church,  and  the 
kingdom.  Next  day  the  Commons  concurred  in  this  de- 
termination, and  joined  the  Lords  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
Queen,  communicating  this  refolution,  befeeching  her  to 
take  eiFedtual  meafures  for  making  it  publick  ;  and  alfo 
Tor  puniftiing  the  authors  and  fpreaders  of  the  fediiious  and 
fcandalous  reports  of  the  church's  being  in  danger.  She  ' 
accordingly  iffued  a  proclamation,  containing  the  refolu- 
tion of  the  two  Houfes,  and  offering  a  reward  for  difco- 
vering  the  author  of  the  memorial  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, and  for  apprehending  David  Edwards,  a  profeffed 
papift,  charged  upon  oath  to*  be  the;  printer  and  publiflier 
of  that  libel. 

F  2  §  XLin. 
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§  XLIII.  After  a  fhort  adjournment>  a  eommittce  of 
the  Lower  Houfe  prefented  the  tlianks  of  the  Commons 
1705.  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his  great  fcrvices  per- 
fortped  to  her  Majefty  and  the  nation  in  the  laft  campaign^  ' 
and  for  his  prudent  negociations  wfth  her  allies,  Tbi« 
nobleman  was  in  fuch  credit  with  the  people,  that  when 
he  propofed  a  loan  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  tb^  ' 
Emperor,  upon  a  branch  of  his  revemie  in  Silefia,  the 
money  was  advanced  immediately  by  the  merchants  of 
London.  The  kingdom  was  blefle^  with  plenty:  the. 
Queen  was  univerfally  beloved  :  the  people  in  general 
were  eealous  for  the  profecutiori  of  the  war :  the  forces 
were  well  paid  :  the  Treafury  wasp  ungual  $  and,  though- 
a  great  quantity  of  coin  was  exported  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  war,  the  paper- currency  fupplied  the  deficiency  fo 
well,  that  no  murmurs  were  heard,  and  the  publick  credit 
flourifhed  both  at  home  and  abroad.  All  the  funds  being 
eftablifhed,  one  in  particular  for  two  millions  and  a  half 
byway  of  annuities  lor  ninety-nine  years,  at  fix  and  a 
half  per  cent;  and  all  the  bills  having  received  the  royal  • 
aflent,  the  Queen  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  oa  the 
nineteenth  day  of  Marchj  where  having  thanked  both 
Houfes  for  the  repeated  inftances  of  their  a(Fe£iion  which 
fhe  had  received,  flie  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
twenty-firft  day  of  May  following*.  The  new  convoca- 
•  tion,  inftead  of  imitating  the  union  and  harmony  of  the 
parliament,  revived  the  divifions  by  which  the  former  had 
been  diftrafled,  and  the  two  Houfes  feemed  to  a£l  with 
more  determined  rancour  againft  each  other.  The  Upper 
Houfe  having  drawn  up  a  warm  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
Queen,  for  her  affedtion^e  care  of  the  church,  the  Lower 
.  Houfe  refufed  to  concur;  nor  would  they  give  any  reafon 
for  their  diffent.  They  prepared  another  in  a  diiFerent 
Burnet.  ftrain,  which  was  rejeded  by  the  Archbifhop.  Then  they 
LSart.  agreed  to  divers  refolutions,  aflerting  their  right  of  having 
Quincy.  what  they  offered  to  the  Upper  Houfe  received  by  his  grace 
rope.  and 

Tindla^"**         *  Among  other  bills  pafled  during  this  fcflion  was  an  aft  for  abridging 
and  reforming  fome  procecdingt  in  the  common  law  aad  in  Chancery. 
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.^bA  their  lordihips.    In  confequence  of  this  diiTentioii  the    ^  HA  P. 

:addrers  was  dropped,  and  a  ftop  put  to  all  further  com-  ._       '   i 

s  munication  between  the  two  Houfes.    The  Dean  of  Peter-       1705* 

>1}orough  protefted  againft  the  irregalarities  of  the  Lower  n*^/j[i|'^i|J 
Houfe.     The  Queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbifliop,  figni-  borough. 
lied  her  refblutioa  to  maintain  her  fupremacy,  and  the  ^w^l^of  the 
due  fubordination  of  preibyters  to  bifliops.     She  exprefled  Admirati. 

Jier  hope  that  he  and  his  fufFragans  would  zSt  conformably  ^<»*^*'"' 

:to  her  refolution,  in  which  cafe  they  might  be^flured  of 
tbe  continuance  of  her  favour  and  protedion :  (he  re- 

-  quired  him  to  impart  this  declaration  to  the  bi(hops  and 
clergy,  and  to  prorogue  the  Convocation  .to  fuch  time  as 

.ihould  appear  moft  convenient.  When  he  communicated 
this  letter  to  the  Lower  Houfe,  the  members  were  not  a 
little  confounded:  neverthelefs,  they  would  not  comply 
with  the  prorogation,  but  continued  to  fit  in  deiiaAce  of 

'iier  Majefty's  pleaftire. 

§  XLIV.  The  eyes  of  Great- Britain  were  now  turned  An.  1706. 
upon  a  tranfadion  of  the  utmoft  confluence  to  the  whole 

•ifland ;  namely,  the  treaty  for  an  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms of  England  and  Scotland.     The  Queen  having  ap« 

^pointed  the  commiffioners  *  oh  bothiides,  they  met  on 

F  3  the 

*  Tht  %n^l&  commifionen  were»  Thomas  JLordI  Archbiihop  of  Canter- 

•  l>ury  i  WiU'iam  Cowper,   lord-keeper  of  the  groat  feiil  5  John  Lord  Arch* 

.  bifliop  of  YoiJc;    Sidney  Lord  Godolphin,  lord  high-trcafurer  of  England  ^- 

'  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,    prefident  of  the  council  ^ 

John  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  keeper  of  the  privy-feal  j  William  Duke  of  De- 

vpaihirei   fleward  of  the  houfehol^i   Charles  Duke  of  Someiiet,  mafter  of 

the  horfe^    Charles  Duke  of  Bolton,  Charles  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Evelyn 

JEarl  of  Kingfton,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Edward  Earl  of  Orford,  Charles 

Viicount  Townfliead,   ThonMS^Load  Wharton,   Ralph  Lord  Grey,   Joh& 

lK>rd  Pewlet,  John  LordSomer8>  Charles  Lord  HaUif^x,  William  Cavendifh 

Marc[«i8  of  fiartington,  John  Manners  Man^uls  of  Granby;    Sir  Charle» 

'Hodges  and  Robert  Harley,  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate;    John   Smithy 

Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  $  Sir  John  Holt,  chief  juftice  of 

the  Queen^S'Bench  j    Sir  Thomas  Trevor,    chief-juftice  of  the  Common- 

Pleas ;  Sir  £(iward  Northey,  attorney-general  3  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  foUicItor- 

general ;  Sir  John  Cook;  and  Stephen  Waller,  doctor  of  laws.— The  Scottiih 

conuniifioners  were,  James  Earl  of  Seafield.  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland  ; 

James  Duke  of  Qneeniberry,  lord  privy-fcalj  John  Earl  of  Mar,  and  Hugh 

.  JSail /]f  Lottdon,   principal  fecretaries  pf  ftate^   John  Earl  of  Sutherland, 

•Johji 
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the  fixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  council-chamber  of  the 
Cockpit  near  Whitehall,  which  was  the  place  appointed 
for  the  conferences.     Their  conrmiflions  being  opened 
and  read  by  the  refpedlive  fecretaries,   and  introductory 
fpeeches  being  pronounced  by  the  Lord-Keeper  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Lord-Chancellor  of  Scotland,  they  agreed 
to  certain  preliminary  articles,  importing.  That  all  the 
propofals  (hould  be  made  in  writing,  and  every  point, 
when  agreed,  reduced  to  writing :  That  no  points  ihould 
be  obligatory,   till  all  matters  fliould  be  adjufted  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  would  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Queen, 
and  the  two  parliaments,  for  their  approbation  :  That  a 
committee  (hould  be  appointed  from  each  commiflion,  to 
revife  the  minutes  of  what  might  pafs,  before  they  fliould 
be  inferted  in  the  books  by  the  refpeftive  fecretaries  j  and 
that  all  the  proceedings  during  the  treaty  fliould  be  kept 
fecret.      The  Scots  were  inclined  to  a  foederal  union, 
like  that  of  the  United  Provinces  :   but  the  Englifli  were 
bent  upon  an  incorporation,  fo  as  that  no  Scottifli  parlia- 
ment fliould  ever  have  power  to  repeal  the  articles  of  the 
treaty.     The  Lord- Keeper  propofed  that  the  twp  king- 
doms of  England  and  Scotland  fliould  be  for  ever  united 
into  one  realm,  by  the  name  of  Great-Britain:  That  it 
fliould  be  reprefented  by  one  and  the  fame  parliament  ^ 
>nd.  That  the  fuccefiion  of  this  monarchy,  failing  heirs 
of  her  Majefty*s  body,  fliould  be  according  to  th^  limita* 
tions  mentioned  in  the  a(^  of  parliament  pafTed  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  intituled,  An  zSt  for  the  further 

limitation 

John  £arl  of  Mortoii,  David  Earl  of  Wcntys,  David  Earl  of  Levon,  John 
£arl  of  Stair^  Archibald  Earl  of  Rofeberry,  David  Earl  of  Giafgow,  Lor4 
Archibald  Campbell,  Thomas  Vifcount  Duplin,  Lord  William  Rofs,  Sir 
Hugh  Dahymple,  prefident  of  the  fefHon  $  Adam  Cockburn,  of  Onniftoim* 
Iprd  juftice->«lerk  ;  Sir  Robert  DundafS)  of  Afniiloun>  Robert  Stuart|t  of 
Tillicultrie,  lords  of  the  felHon}  Mr.  Frs^ncis  Montgomery,  one  of  th« 
comnaiifioners  of.  the  Treafury ;  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  one  of  her  M^efty*{| 
follicitorsj  Sir  Alexander  Ogiivie,  receiver  general ;  Sir  Patrick  Johnfton^i 
provqfl  of  Edinburgh  ;  Sir  James  SmoUet,  of  Bonhill ;  George  Lockfaart,  of 
Carnwath  ;  William  Morrilon,  of  Predongrange;  Alexander  Grant;  Williani 
Seton,  of  Pitmid^en;  John  Clark,  of  Pennycoojc  5  Hugh  Mont^oiQcryi  Dat 
^^l  Stu^tf  aad  Daniel  CampbeU, 
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limitation  of  the  crown,  and   the  better  fccuring  the    chap. 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft.     The  Scottifli  com-  ^  -    '_> 
miffioners^  in  order  to  comply  in  fome  meafure  with  the      i7o6« 
poj^ular  clamour  of  their  nation,  prefented  a  propofal,  im*- 
plying  that  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  Scotland  ihould 
be  eftablilhed  upon  the  fame  ^perfons  mentioned  in  the  a6l 
of  KiDg  William's  reign :  That  the  fubjcSs  of  .Scotland 
&ould  for  ever  ^njoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
natives  in  England,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belong- 
ing; and.  That  the  fubje^ls  of  England  fliould  enjoy  the 
Hke  rights  and  privileges  in  Scotland  :  That  there  fhould 
be  a  free  communication  and  intercourfe  of  .trade  and  na* 
▼igation  between    the  two  kingdoms^    and  plantations 
thereunto  belonging ;  and  that  all  laws  and  ftatutes  in 
either  kingdom,    contrary  to   the  terms  of  this  union, 
ftould  be  repealed.     The  Englifh  commif&oners  declined 
entering  into  any  confiderations  upon  thefe  propofals,  de- 
claring themfelves  fully  convinced  that  nothing  J)ut  an 
entire  union  could  fettle  a  perfef):  and  lading  friendfhip 
between  the  two  kingdoms.     The  Scots  acquiefced  in  this 
reply,  and  both  iides  proceeded  in  the  treaty,  without  any 
other  intervening  diQ)ute.     They  were  twice  vifited  by  the 
Queen,  who  exhorted  .them  to  accelerate  the  articles  of  a 
treaty  that  would  prove  fo  advantageous  to  both  kingdoms. 
At  length  they  were  finiihed^  arranged,   and  mutually 
iigned,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  and  next  day  pre- 
fented  to  her  Maje%,  at  the  palace  of  St.  James's,  by 
the  Lord-Keeper,  in  the  name  of  tlie  Englifli  commif- 
fioners :  at  the  fame  time  a  fealed  copy  of  the  inftrument 
was  likewife  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  each  made  a  (hort  oration  on  the  fubjedt,  to 
which  the  Queen  returned  a  very  gracious  reply.     That 
fame  day  (he  diSated  an  order  of  council,  that  whoever 
Ihould  be  concerned  in  any  difcourfe  or  libel,  or  inlaying 
wagers  .relating. to  the  union,   fliould  be  profecuted  with 
the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law. 

§  XLV.  In  this  famous  treaty  it  was  flipulated.  That 
*he  Xucceflion  tp  the  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain 

F  4  fliouW 
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ihould  be  veiled  in  the  Princefs  Sophia^  and  her  heirs, 
according  to  the  ai£ts  already  pafTeKi  in  the  parliament  of 
1706*  England  :  That  the  united  kingdom  (hould  be  reprefented 
by  one  and  the  fame  parliament :  Th^t.all  the  fub)e<!lsi>f 
Greac»Britain  (hould  enjoy  i  communication  of  privileges* 
and  advantages :  That  they  ihould  have  the  fame  aUow« 
ances,  encouragements^  and  drawbacks;  and  be  under 
the  fame  prohibitions,  reilridions,  and  regulations,  with 
refpeA  to  commerce  and  cuftoms  :  That  Scotland  ibould 
not  be  charged  with  the  temporary  duties  on  fom>e  certain 
commodities :  That  the  fum  of  three  hundred,  ninety- 
eight  thoufand*  and  eighty- five  pounds,  ten  ibiUiags, 
ihould  be  granted  to  the  Scots,  as  an  equivalent  for  Cuch 
parts  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife  charged  upon  that  kingdom, 
in  confe^uence  of  the  union,  as  would  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  England,  according  to  the  pro^ 
portion  which  the  cufloms  and  excife  of  Scotland  bore  to 
thofe  of  England  :  That,  as  the  revenues  of  Scotland 
might  increafe,  a  further  equivalent  ihould  be  allowed  for 
fuch  proportion  of  the  faid  increafe  as  ihould  be  applicable 
to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  England  :  That  the  fum 
to  be  paid  at  prefent,  as  well  as  the  monies  arifmg  from 
the  future  equivalents,  ihould  be  employed  in  reducing 
the  coin  of  Scotland  to  the  itandard  and  value  of  the 
Engliih  coin  ;  in  paying  off  the  capital  ilock  and  intereft 
due  to  the  proprietors  of  the  African  company,  which 
ihould  be  immediately -diiTolved ;  in  diicharging  all  the 
publick  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  j  in  promoting 
and  encouraging  manufactures  and  fiiheries,  under  the 
direiSlion  of  commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  her  Majeily, 
and  accountable  to  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  :  That 
the  laws  concerning  publick  right,  policy,  and  civil  go- 
vernment, ihould  be  the  fame  throughout  the  whole  united 
kingdom  ;  but  that  no  alteration  ihould  be  made  in  laws 
which  concerned  private  right,  except  for  evident  utility 
of  the  fubjefts  within  Scotland;  That  the  court  of  feifion, 
and  all  other  courts  of  judicature  in  Scotland,  ihould  re- 
main ^s  then  conftituted  by  the  laws  of  that  kingdom, 

with 
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with  the  fame  authority  and  privileges  as  before  the  union ; 
fubjed,  neverthelefs,  to  fuch  regulations  as  fhouid  be 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Great-£ritain  :  That  all  heri- 
table offices,  fuperiorities,  heritable  jurifdidtions,  offices 
for  life,  and  jurifdiflions  for  life,  fhouid  .be  referved  to 
the  owners,  as  rights  of  property,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
then  enjoyed  by  the  laws  of  Scotland  :  That  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  tlie  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  fhouid 
remain  entire  after  the  union:  That  Scotland  fhouid  be 
reprefented  in  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  by  fixteen 
peers  and  forty-five  commoners,  to  be  elefled  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  (hould  be  fettled  by  the  prefent  parliament  of 
Scotland  ;  That  all  peers  of  Scotland,  and  the  fucceffors 
to  their  honours  and  dignities,  fhouid,  from  and  after  the 
union,  be  peers  of  Great-Britain,  and  fhouid  have  rank 
and  precedency  next  and  immediately  after  the  Englifh 
peers  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  at  the  time  of  the  union  ; 
and  before  all  peers  of  Great -Britain  of  the  like  orders  and 
degrees,  who  might  be  created  after  the  union  :  That  they 
ihould  be  tried  as  peers  of  Great-Britain,  and  enjoy  all 
privileges  of  peers,  as  fully  as  enjoyed  by  the  peers  of  Eng- 
land, e'^ccept  the  right  and  privilege  of  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  privileges  depending  thereon, 
and  particularly  the  right  of  fitting  upon  the  trials  of  peers : 
That  the  crown,  fceptre,  and  fword  of  flate,  the  records 
of  parliament,  and  all  other  records,  rolls,  and  regiflers 
whatfoever,  fhouid  flitl  remain  as  they  were,  within  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Scotland  :  That  all 
laws  and  flatutes  in  either  kingdom,  fo  far  as  they  might 
be  inconfiftent  with  the  tern^s  of  thefe  articles,  fhouid 
ceafe  and  be  declared  void  by  the  refp^dive  parliaments  of 
the  two  kingdoms. — Such  is  the  fubftahce  of  that  treaty 
of  union  which  was  fo  eagerly  courted  by  the  Englifh 
miniftry,  and  proved  fo  unpalatable  to  the  generality  of 
the  Scottiib  nation,. 


CHAP. 
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§  I,  Battle  of  Ramillies^  in  which  the  French  are  defeated. 
^  II.  Thejiege  af  Barcelona  raifed  by  the  Englijh fleet  §  III. 
Prince  Eugene  obtains  a  complete  viSlory  over  the  French  at 
Turin,  §  IV.  Sir  Chudejley  Shovel  fails  with  a  re^en* 
for  cement  to  Charles  King  of  Spain.  §  V.  The  King  of 
Sweden  marches  into  Saxony.  §  VI.  TTfe  French  King 
demands  conferences  for  a  peace.  §  VII.  Meeting  of  the 
Scottijh  parliament,  §  VIII.  -  Violent  oppojition  ta  the  union. 
'  §  IX.  7Tf0  Scots  in  general  /wer/i  to  the  treaty.  §  X, 
Which  is  neverthelefs  confirmed  in  their  parliament.  §  XI, 
Proceedings  in  the  EngUfl)  parlia>nent.  §  XII.  The  Com'' 
mons  approve  of  the  articles  of  the  union.  ^  ^Wl.The  Lords 
pafs  a  Wlfor  thefecurity  of  the  church  of  England.  Argu^ 
mentsufedagainji  the  articles  of  the  union.  ^XlV.ff^itby 
however^  are  confirmed  by  aSi  of  parliament.  §  Xy .  The 
parliament  revived  by  proclamation.  §  XVJ,  The  ^ueen 
ffives  audience  to  a  Mufcovite  ambajfador.  §  XVII. 
Proceedings  In  convocation.  §  XVIII.  France  threatened 
with  total  ruin,  §  XIX.  The  allies  are  defeated  at  AU 
manza  ^  XX,  Unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  Toulon  §  XXI. 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  ivrecned  on  the  rocks  of  Scilly^  Weak-- 
^fA  ^f  '^^  Emperor  on  the  Upper  Rbine^  §  XXII.  In- 
ierview  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  Duke  of  MarU 
borough.  §  XXIIL  Inactive  campaign  in  the  Nether^ 
lands.  §  XXIV.  Hurley  begins  to  form  a  party  againfl 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  §  XXV,  The  nfition  dif- 
contented  with  the  Wiig  minijiry.  §  XXVI.  Meeting 
ef  th^  firfl  Britijh  parliament.       §  XXVJI.  Enquiry  into 

\  the  fiat  e  of  the  war  in  Spain.  §  XXVIII.  Gregg  j  a  clerk 
in  thefecretary's  offce^  detected  in  a  correfpondence  with  the 
French  minijiry.  §  XXIX.  Harley  refigns  his  employ^ 
jment.  §  XXX.  The  Pretender  embarks  at  Dunkirk  for 
S^cotJand.    §  XXXI.  His  deftgn  is  defeated.    §  XXXII. 
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State  of  the  nation  at  that  period*  §  XXXIII.  Parlid^ 
ment  dijfohed.  §  XXXIV,  The  French  furprife  Ghent 
and  Bruges.  §  XXXV,  They  are  routed  at  Oudenarde. 
§  XXXVI.  The  allies  irwejl  Lijle.  §  XXXVII.  They 
defeat  a  large  body  of  French  forces  at  fVynendale.  The 
Ele£for  of  Bavaria  attacks  Brujels.  §  XXXVIII.  LiJle 
furrenderedfihent  taken  j  and  Bruges  abandoned,  §  XXXIX. 
Conquejl  of  Minorca  by  General  Stanhope.  §  XL.  Rup" 
ture  between  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor »  §  XLI.  Death  of 
Prince  George  of  Denmark.  §  XLII,  The  new  parliament 
ajfembled.  §  XLIII.  ^Naturalization  bill.  •  §  XLIV. 
j£i  of  grace,  §  XLV.  Difpute  about  the  Mufcovite  am-- 
bajfador  compromifed. 

§  I.X  TTHILE  this  treaty  was  on  the  carpet  at  home, 
VV  the  allied  arms  profpcred  furprifingly  in  the 
Netherlands,  in  Spain,  and  in  Piedmont.  The  French 
King  had  refolved  to  make  very  confiderable  efforts  in 
thefe  countries  \  and,  indeed,  at  the  be^nning  of  the  cam* 
paign  his  armies  were  very  formidable.  He  hoped  that, 
by  the  reduction  of  Turin  and  Barcelona,  the  war  would 
be  extinguifhed  in  Italy  and  Catalonia.  He  knew  he 
could  out  number  any  body  of  forces  that  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden  Ihould  aifemble  on  the  Rhine ;  and  he  refolved  to 
re-enforce  his  army  in  Flanders,  fo  as  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  aft  offenfively  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  This 
nobleman  repaired  to  Holland  in  the  latter  end  of  April ; 
and  conferred  with  the  States-General.  Then  he  aflem- 
bled  the  army  between  Borfchloen  and  Groef-Waren,  and 
found  it  amounted  to  feventy-four  battalions  of  foot,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  fquadrons  of  horfe  and 
dragoons,  well  furniflied  with  artillery  and  pontoons. 
The  court  of  France  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  Dani(h  and  Pruffian  troops  had  not  yet  joined  the 
confederates,  ordered  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  and  the  Mare- 
fchal  de  Villeroy  to  attack  them  before  the  jundion  could 
beeffefted.  In  purfuance  of  this  order  they  paffed  the 
Dcule  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  and  pofted  themfelves 
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at  Tirlemont,  being  fuperior  in  number  to  the  allied  armj. 
Th,cre  they  were  joined  by  the  horfe  of  the  army^  conv- 
4706.  manded  by  Marefchal  Marfin,  and  encamped  between 
Tirlemont  and  Judoigne.  On  Whitfunday,  early  in  the 
morning,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  advanced  with  his 
army  in  eight  columns  towards  the  village  of  RaeiiUies, 
being  by  this  time  joined  by  the  Danes.^  and  be  learned 
ithat  the  enemy  were  in  march  to  give  him  battle.  Next 
-day  the  French  generals  pescetving  the  confederates  fo  near 
ihem,  tookpoffeffion  of  a  ftrong  camp,  their  right  extend- 
ing to  the  Tomb  of  Hautemont,  on  the  fiJe  of  the  Me- 
rhaigne ;  their  left  to  Anderkirkj  and  the  village  of 
RamHlies  being  near  their  centre.  The  confederate  army 
was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  with  the  right  wing  near 
FoItK  on  thebrook  of  Yaufe,  and  the  left  by  the  village' 
of  Franquenies,  which  the  enemy  had  occupied.  The 
Duke  ordered  Lieutenant-General  Scbults,  with  twelve 
battalions  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  to  begin  the  adioOt 
by  attacking  Ramillies,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified  with 
artillery.  At  the  fame  time  Velt-Marefchal  D'Auverquer- 
4iue,  on  the  left,  commanded  Colonel  WertmuUer,  with 
lour  battalions  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  diflodge  the 
enemy's  infantry  pofted  among  the  hedges  of  Franqueniea, 
Both  thefe  orders  were  fuccefsfuUy  executed.  The  Dutch 
and  Daniih  horfe  of  the  left  wing  charged  with  great  vi- 
gour and  intrepidity,  but  were  fo  roughly  handled  by  the 
troops  of  the  French  King's  houfthold,  that  they  began 
to  give  way,  when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fuftained 
them  with  the  body  of  referve»  and  twenty  fquadrons 
drawn  from  the  right,  where  a  morafs  prevented  them 
from  afiing.  In  the  mean  time,  he  in  perfon  rallied  fome 
of  the  broken  fquadrons,  in  order  to  renew  the  charge, 
when  his  own  horfe  falling,  he  was  furrounded  by  the 
-enemy,  and  muil  have  been  either  killed  or  taken  pri- 
foner,  had  not  a  body  of  infantry  come  feafonably  to  his 
relief.  When  he  remounted  his  horfe,  the  head  of  Colonel  « 
£rienfield,  his  gentleman  of  the  horfe,  was  carried  off  by  9 
cannon-ball  while  beheld  theDuke's  ftirrup.  Before  the 
5  xe-enforcement 
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re-cnf6r]C€ment  arrived,  the  beft  part  of  the  French  mouf- 
quetaires  wer^  cut  in  pieces.  All  the  troops  polled  in  Ra^ 
millles  were  either  killed  or  taken.  The  reft  of  theene-  i7o6» 
my's  infantry  b^an  to  retreat  in  tolerable  order,  under 
cover  of  the  cavalry  on  their  left  wing,  which  formed 
themfelves  in  three  lines  between  OiTuz  and  Anderkirk  : 
but  the  Engliih  horfe  having  found  means  to  pafs  the 
nvulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy,  fell  upon  them 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  they  abandoned  their  [fopt^ 
aiid  were  terribly  flaughtered  in  the  village  of  Anderkirk. 
They  now  gave  way  on"  all  fides*  The  horfe  fled  three 
itShrent  ways :  but  were  fo  ^clofely  purfued,  that  very 
few  efcapedk  The  Eleilor  of  Bavaria  and  the  Marefchal 
de  Villeroy  faved:. themfelves  with  the  titmoft  diflSculty. 
Several  waggons  of  the  «nemy*s  van-guard  breaking  down 
in  a  narrow  pafs,  obftrudied  the  way  in  fiicb  a  manner^ 
that  the  baggage  and  artillery  could  not  proceed ;  nor 
could  their  troops  defile  in  order.  The  vi£);orious  horfe 
Mng  informed  of  this  accident,  pref&d  on  them  fo  vigo- 
roufly,  that  great  numbers  threw  down  their  arms  and 
fubmitted.  The  purfuit  was  followed  through  Judoigne 
till  two  o'clock  in  the  mornings  five  leagues  from  the  field 
of  battle,  and  within  two  of  Louvaine.  In  a  word,  the 
confederates  obtained  a  complete  victory.  They  took  the 
enemy's  baggage  and  artillery,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  colours,,  or  ftandards,  fix  hundred  officers,  fix 
thoufand  private  foldiers;  and  about  eight  thoufand  were 
killed  or  wounded.*  Prince  Maximilian  and  Prince 
Monbafon  loft  their  lives:  the  Major-Generals  Palavicini 
and  Mezieres  were  taken^  together  with  the  Mafquifies 
de  Bar,  de  Nonant,  and  de  la  Baume,  this  laft  the  fon 
of  the  Marefchal  de  Tallard,  Monfieur  de  Montmorency^ 
nephew  to  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg,  and  many  other 
perfons  of  diftindion*     The  lofs  of  the  allies  did  not  exceed 

three 

•  The  French  impute  the  lofs  of  this  battle  to  the  mlfcondxifl  of  Villeroy, 
who>  it  mufl  be  owned«  made  a  moft  wretched  difpofitlon.    When  he  re- 
tomed  to  Verfailles^  where  he  expeAed  to  meet  with  nothing  but  reproaches^ 
Louis  roceived  him  wlthdut  the  leaft  maric  of  difpleafure^  faylogi  <'  Mft 
**  Marefchal  you  and  I  are  too  old  tobe  fortunate*"' 
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three  thoufand  men,  including  Prince  Louis  of  Heffc,  and 
Mr,  fientick,  tyho  were  fl^in  in.  th«  wjgagement.  The 
1706-  French  generals  retired  with .  pifecipitatioA  to  Bruflils, 
while  the  allies  took  pofleiEon'  of  Xodytuitt,  and  ftc&t  day 
enca^jjed  at  Bethlem.  The  battle  x>f -RafniUies  wa$  at- 
tended with  the  immediate  coftqu^oft/all  B^abaitt.. ,  The. 
cities  of  Louvaincj  Mcchlin»  BruJTels,  Antwerp,  .Ghent, 
dnd  Bruges  fubmitted  witliout  refiftance,  ai\d  { acknow- 
ledged King  Charles.  Offend,- though  fecured  by  aftrong 
garrifon,  Was  furrendered  after  a  fk%0  of  ten  days.  Me- 
nin,  efteetned  the  moft  fi^iQ^x  fortificetibn  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, and  guarded  by  {i?c.  thoufand  men,  met  with  the 
fame  fate.  The  garrifon  of  Pendcfmonde  furrendered 
themfelvesprifoners  (^war ;  and  Aeth  (ubmitted  on  the  fame 
conditions.  The  French  troops  were  difpirited.  The 
city  of  Paris  was  overwhelmed  with  confternation.  Louis 
aSeded  to  bear  his  misfortunes  with  calmnefs  and  com- 
pofure :  but  the  conftraint  had  fuch  an  efFe£l  upon  his 
conftitution,  that  his phyiicians thought  it  neceffaryto  pre- 
fcribe  frequent  bleeding,  which  he  accordingly  underwent. 
At  bis  court  no  mention  was  made  of  military  tranfadions  : 
all  was  folemn,  filent,  and  referved. 

§  II.  Had  the  ifiue  of  the  campaign  in  Catalonia  beei^ 
fuch  as  the  beginning  feemed  to  prognofticate,  the  French 
King  might  have  in  fomemeafure  confoled  himfelf  for  his 
dil^races  in  the  Netherlands.  Oh  the  fixth  day  of  April 
King  Philip,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  undertook 
the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  while  the  Count  de  Tholoufe 
blocked  it  up  with  a  powerful  fquadron.  The  ^habi- 
tants, animated  by  the  prefence  of  King  Charles,  made  a 
vigorous  defenfe  ;  and  the  garrifon  was  re-enforced  with 
fome  troops  from  Gironne  and  other  places.  But,  after 
the  fort  of  Montjuic  was  taken,  the  place  was  fo  hard 
prefled,  that  Charles  ran  the  utmoft  rifque  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  for  the  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
who  had  marched  from  Valencia  with  two  thoufand  men, 
found  it  impradlicable  to  enter  the  city.  Neverthelefs,  he 
maintained  his  poft  upon  the  hills  j  and,  with  furpriiing 

courage 
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•  courage  and.  aflivity,  kept  the  beficgers  in  continual  alarm, 
At  length.  Sir  John  L^ke  failed  from  Lifbon  with  thirty 
ihips  of  the  line  ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  arrived       »7o6» 
in  fight  of  Barcelona^    The  French  admiral  no  fooner 
jreceived  intelligence  of  hit  approach,  than  he  fet  fail  for 
Toulon.    In  three  days  after  his  departure.   King  Philip 
abandoned  the  (lege,  and  retired  in  great  diforder,  leaving 
Behind  his  tents,  with  the  fick  and  wounded.    On  the 
fide  of  Portugal  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  left  with*  fucH 
an  inconfiderable  force  as  proved  inftifircient  to  defend  th6         * 
frpntiers.    TTic  Earl  of  Galway,  with  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men,  undertook  the  fiege  of  Alcantara ;  and  in 
three  days  the  garrifon,  confifting  of  four  thoufand  meir, 
were  made  i^riibners  of  war.    Then  he  marched  to  Pla- 
centia,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaras :  hut' 
the  Portuguefe  would  penetrate  no  farther  until  they  ihould 
know  the  fate  of  Barcefona.     When   they  underftood  the 
fiege  was  raifed,   they  confented  to  proceed   to  Madrid. 
Philip  gueffing  their  intention,  pofted  to  that  capital,   and 
fcnt  his  Queen  with  all  his  valuable  efFe£ts   to  Burgos, 
whither  he  followed  her  in  perfon,   after  having  deftroyed 
every  thing  that  he  could  not  carry  away.    About  the  latter 
end  of  June  the  Earl  of  Galway  entered  the  city  without 
reliftance : ,  but  the  Spaniards  were  extremely  mortified  ta 
fee  an  army  of  Portuguefe,   headed  by  an  heretitk,  in  pof- 
feiSon  of  thefr  capital.     King  Charles  loitered   away   his 
tiaicAii  BarceTona,  until  his  competitor  recovered  his  fpirits, 

*  and  received  fuch  re-enforcements  as  enabled  him  to  return 
to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to  that  commanded  by 
'the  EarJ  of  Galway,     This  general   made  a  motion  to- 

*  wards  Arragon,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  conjun£lion  with 
'  Charles,   who  had  fet  out  by  the  way  of  Saragoffa,  where 

he  was  acknowledged  as  fovereign  of  Ai'ragon  and  Valen- 
cia. '  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  this  prince  arrived  at  the 
Portuguefe  camp,  with  a  fmall  re-enforcement ;  and  in 
a  few  days  was  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  at 
the  head  of  five  hundred  dragoons.     The  two  armies  were 

*  now  pretty  equal  in  point  of  number;  but  as  each  expedled 

further 
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further  re-enforcements,  neither  chofe  to  hazard  an  en** 
gagement.  The  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  afpired  to 
2706.  the  chief  command,  and  bated  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein^ 
who  enjojred  the  confidence  of  King  Charles,  retired  in 
difgufi^  and,  embarking  on  board  an  Englifii  fhip  of 
war,  fet  fail  for  Genoa.  The  EngliQi  fleet  continued  all 
jthe  fummer  in  the  Mediterranean :  they  fecured  Cartha- 
gena,  which  had  declared  for  Charles :  they  took  the  town 
of  Alicant  hy  aflfault,  and  the  caftle  by  capitulation.  Then 
failing  ou.t  of  the  ftraits,  one  fquadron  was  detached  to 
Jthe  Weft- Indies,  another  ordered  to  lie  at  Lilbon,  and  the 
reft  ;vere  fent  home  to  England  •  ' 

§  III.  Fortune  was  not  more  propitious  to  the  French 
in  Italy  than  in  Flanders.   The  Duke  de  Vendome  having 
been  recalled  to  aflume  the  command  in  Flanders  after  the 
battle  of  Ramillies,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  .army  in  Piedmont,  under  the   tutorage  and 
direction  of  the  Marefchal  de  Marfin.     They  were  order- 
ed to  besiege  Turin,  which  was  accordingly  inveftedin 
the  month  of  May :    and  the   operations   carried  on  till 
the  beginning  of  September.     Great  preparations  had  been 
made  for   this  fiege.     It  was  not  undertaken  until  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  rejeSed  all  the  offers  of  the  French 
monarch,   which  were  fufficient   to  have  {haken  a  prince 
of  lefs  courage  and  fortitude.     The  Duke  de  la  Feuillade 
having  finifhed  the  lines  of  circumvallation  and  contra- 
vallation,  fent  his  quarter-.mafter  general  with  a  trumpet, 
to  offer  paflports  and  a  guard  for  the  removal  of  the  Duch- 
efs  and  her  children.     The  Duke  of  Savoy  replied,  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  remove  his  family,  and  that  the  Mare- 
fchal might  begin  to  execute  his  matter's  orders  whenever 
he  fhould  think  fit :  but,  when  the  fiege  began  with  un- 
common fury,  and  the  French  fired  red-hot  balls  into  the 
place,    the  two  duchefles,    with  the    young  prince  and 
princefTes,  quitted  Turin,  and  retired  to  Quierafco,  from 
whence  they  were  condufted  through  many  dangers  Into 
the  territories  of  Genoa.     The  Duke  himfelf  forfook  his 
capital,  in  order  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry ; 

and 
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dnd  was  purfued  from  place  to  place  by  five-and-ibrty 
fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Aubeterre, 
Notwithftanding  the   very  noble   defenfe  which  wa9  made       1706. 
by  the  garrifon  of  Turin,  which  deftroyed  fourteen  thou- 
sand of  the  enemy  during  the  courfe  of  the  fiege,  the  de- 
fenies  were  almoft  ruined,  their  ammunition  began  to  fail, 
and  they  had  noprofped):  of  relief  but  from  Prince  Eugene, 
who  had  numberlefs  di£ScultIes  toencounter  beforehe  could 
march  totheir  affiftance.     The  Duke  de  Vendome,  before 
he  left  Italy,  had  fecured  all  the  fords  of  the  Adige,  the 
Mincio,  and  the  Oglio,  and   formed  fuch  lines  and  en« 
trencbments  as  he  imagined  would  efFe<5iualIy  hinder  the 
Imperial  general  from  arriving  in  time   to  relieve  the  city 
of  Turin,    But  the  Prince  Curpiounted   all  oppofitton ; 
pafled  four  great  rivers  in  defpiteof  the  enemy  ^  and  reach- 
ed the  neighbourhood  of  Turin  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
Auguft.     There  being  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy,   he 
pafled  the  Po  between  Montcalier  and  Cavignan.    On  the 
fifth  day  of  September  they  tOQk4:Convoy  of  eight  hun- 
dred loaded  mules :  next  day  they  pafled  the  Doria,  and 
encamped  with  the  rigljt  on  the  bank  of  that  river,  before 
Piaaefla,  and  the  left  on  tb^  Stufi  before  the  Veneria, 
The  enemy  were  entrenched,  having  the  Stura  on  their 
right,  the  Doria  on  their  left,  and  the  convent  of  capu- 
chins, called  Ngtre  Dame  de  la  Campagne,  in  their  centre* 
When  Prince  Eugene  approached   Turin,  the  Dujce  of 
Orleans  propofed  to  march  out  of  the  entrenchments,  and 
give  him  battle;  and  this  propofal  was  feconded  by  all  the 
geoeral-dfficers,  except  Marfin,.  who,  finding   the  Dukt 
determined,  produced  an  order  from  the  French  King, 
Commanding  the  Duke  to  follow  the  Marefchal's  advice. 
The  court  of  Verfiiilles  was  now  become  afraid  of  hazard- 
ing^  ah  engagement  againft  thofe  who  had  fo  often  de- 
feated their  armies;  and  this  officer  had  private  inftnic- 
tions  to  keep  within  the  trenches.     On  the  feventh  day  of 
September  the  confederates  marched  up  to  the  entrench- 
ments of  the  French,  in  eight  colums,  through  a  terrible 
fire  from  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were  formed  in  Qrder 
Vol.  II.  G  of 
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of  battle  within  half-cannon  fhot  of  the  enemy.  Tiiiert' 
they  advanced  to  the  attack  with  furprifing  refolution,  andi 
1706.  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception  as  feemed  to  ftop  their 
progrefs.  Prince  Eugene  perceiving  this  check,  drew  his 
"ftvord,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  battalions  on 
the  left,  forced  the  entrenchments  at  the  firft  charge* 
The  Duke  of  Savoy  met  with' the  fame  fuccefs  in  the  cen«- 
tre,  and  on  the  right  near  Lucengo.  The  horfe  advanced 
through  the  intervals  of  the  foot,  left  for  that  purpofe^ 
and  breaking  in  with  vaft  impetuofity,  completed  the  con** 
fufion  of  lihe  enemy,  who  were  defeated  on  all  hands,  and 
retired  with  precipitation  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  white 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  entered  bis  capital  in  triumph-  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of  the  moft 
intrepid  courage  ;  and  received  feveral  wounds' in  the  en- 
gagement. Marefchal  de  Marfin  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  vidlors,  his  thigh  being  ffaattered  with  a  ball,  and  died 
in  a  few  hours  aften  the  {imputation.  Of  the  French  armjr 
about  five  thoufknd  meh  were  flain  on  the  field  of  battler 
a  great  number  of  officers,  and  upwards  of  feven  thoufand 
men  were  taken,  together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
pieces  of  cannon,  one  hundred  and  eighty  mortars^  an  in- 
credible-quantity of  ^n^unition,  all  thii  tent^and  baggage,, 
five  thoufand  beails  of  burthen,  ten  thdufand  horfes  be- 
longing to  thirteen  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  the  mulea 
of  the  commiflary-general^  fo  nqhlyladen^  that  this  part 
of  the  booty  alone  was  valued  at  three  millions  of  livres. 
The  lofs'of  the  confederates  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand 
riien  killed  or  difabled  in' the  a(ftion,  befides  about  the 
fjime  number  at'the  gamfonof  Turin,  which  chad  fallen 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  fiege.  This  was  fuch  a  fataJ 
ftroke  to  the  intereft  of  Louis,  that  Madame  de  Maintenon 
would  not  venture  to  make  him  fully  acquainted  with  (he 

ftate  of  his  affairs.     He  was  told  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans 

« 

had  raifed  the  fiege  of  Turin  at  the  approach  of  Prince 
Eugene  ;  but  he  knew  not  that  his  own  army  was  defeated 
and  ruined.  The  fpirits  of  the  French  were  a  little  com- 
forted in  confequence  of  an  advantage  gained  about  this 

time^ 
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time,  by  the  Count  de  Medavi-granccy,  who  commanded 
a  body  of  troops  left  in  the  Mantuan  territories.  He 
furprifed  the  Prince  of  Hefle  in  the  neighbourhood -of  1706. 
Caftiglione,  and  obliged  him  to  retire  to  the  Adige,  with 
the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men :  but  this  vidory  was  at* 
tended  with  no  confequence  in  their  favour.  The  Duke 
of  Orleans  retreated  into  Dauphine,  while  the  French 
gartifons  were  driven  out  of  every  place  they  occupied  in 
Piedmont  and  Italy,  except  Cremona,  Valenza,  and  the 
caftle  of  Milan,  .i^hich  were  blocked  up  by  the  confe* ' 
'derates. 

§  IV.  Over  and  above  thefe  difafters  which  the  French 
fuftained  in  the  courfe'of  this  campaign,  they  were  mife- 
rably  alarmed  by  the  projedl  of  an  invafion  from  Britain, 
formed  by  the  Marquis  de  Guifcard,  wW,  aduated  by  a 
family  difguft,  had  abandoned  his  country ,^  and  become  a 
partifan  of  the  confederates.  He  was  declared  a  lieute- 
nant-generaJ  in  the  Emperor's  army,  and  came  over  to 
London,  after  having  fettled  a  correfpondence  with  the 
malcontents  in  the  fouthein  parts  of  France.  He  infi- 
nuated  himfelf  into  the  friendfliip  of  Henry  St.  John, 
fecretary  of  war,  and  other  perfons  of  diftin6lion.  His 
fcheme  of  invading  France  was  approved  by  the  Britifli 
miniftry,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  deftined  for  that  fervice.  About;  eleven 
thoufand  men  were  embarked  under  the  fconduft  of  Earl 
Rivers,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery ;  and  the  combined 
fquadrons,  commanded  by  Sir  Cloudcfley  Shovel,  fet  fail 
from  Plymouth  on  the  thirteenth  dayofAuguft,  Next 
day  they  were  forced  into  Torbay  by  contrary  winds  "J 
and  there  they  held  a  council  of  war  to  concert  their  ope- 
rations, when  they  difcovercd  that  Guifcard's  plan  was 
altogether  chimerical,  or  at  lead  founded  upon  fuch  flight 
aflurances  and  conjeftures  as  could  not  juftify  their  pro- 
ceeding to  execution.  An  cxprefs  was  immediately  de* 
fpatched  to  the  Admiralty,  with  the  refult  of  this  council  j 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  letters  arrived  at  court  from  the 
Earl  of  Galway,  after  his  retreat  from  Madrid  to  Valencia, 
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folliciting  fuccours  with  the  moft  earneft  eptreatiesw  Th^ 
expedition  to  France  was  immediately  poftponed;  and' 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  ordered  ta  make  tl:^  bed:  of  his' 
way  for  Lilbon,  there  to  take  fuch  mcafures  as  the  ftate 
of  the  war  in  Spain  ftfiould  render  neccffary,  GuifcarA- 
and  his  officers  being  fct  onfliore>  the  fleet  failed  with  the 
firft  fair  wind,  and  tol«rards  the  latter  end  of  O^Slobcr  ar-- 
rived  at  Lifbon^  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  next 
month  the  King  of  Portugal  died,  and  his  cldeft  fon  and 
fucceflbr  being  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  even  more 
than  his  father  influenced  by  a  minifliry  which  had  private 
connexions  with  the  court  of  VerfaiUes.  Neverthelefs, . 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  and  Earl  Rivers,  being  preiTed  by 
letters- from  King  Charles  and  the  Earl  of  Galway,  failed 
to  their  ailiftance  in  the  beginnfng  of  January  ;  and  oa< 
the  twenty*eighth  arrived  at  Alicant,  from  whence  the 
Earl  of  Rivers  proceeded  by  land  to  Valencia,  in  order  to- 
jftflifl:  at  a  general  council  of  war*  The  operations^  of  the 
enfuing  campaign  being  concerted,  and  the  army  joined 
by  the  re- enforcement  from  fengland.  Earl  Rivers  diflikin^ 
the  country,  returned  With  the  Admiral  to  Li{bon» 

§  V.  Poland  was  at  length  delivered  from  the  prefenqe- 
of  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  in  the  beginning  of  Septeni«* 
ber  fuddenly  marched  through  Lufatia  into  Saxony  ^  silnd ' 
in  a  little  time  laid  that  whole  eleAorate  under  cohtribu* 
tion.     Auguflus  being  thus  cut  ofF  from  all  refource^ 
refolved    to  obtain  peace  on  the  Swede's    own   torms^ 
and  engaged  in  a  fecret  treaty  for  this  purpofe.    In  the 
mean  time  the  Poles  and  Mufcovites  attacked  the  Swedim 
forces  at  Kaliih  in  Great  Poland;  and  by  dint  of  numbers 
routed  them  with  great  flaughter.     Notwithftanding  this 
event,  Auguftus  ratified  the  treaty,  by  which  he  acknow* 
ledged  Staniflaus  as  true  and  rightful  King  of  Poland,  rc- 
ferving  to  himfelf  no  more  than  the  empty  title  of  fove- 
reign.    The  confederates  were  not  a  little  alartped  to  find' 
Charles^  in  the  heart  of  Germs^ny;  and  the  French  court, 
did  not  fail  to  court  his  alliance :  but  he  continued  on  the 
referve  againft  all  their  foUicitations.    Thea  they  imr 
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j^lored  his  mediation  for  a  peace ;  and  he  anfiyered,  that  he 
^^ould  interpofe  his  good  offices,  as  foon  as  he  {hould  kno^r 
'they  would  be  'agreeable  to  the  powers  engaged  in  the       1709. 
grand  alliance.  - 

§  VI.  The  pride  of  Louis  was  now  humbled  to  fuch  a 
^degree  as  might  have  excited  the  compaffion  of  his  enc- 
^Biies.   He  employed  ihcr  EIe£^or  of  Bavaria  to  write  letters 
4n  his  name  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  deputies 
of  the' States-General,  containing  propofals  for  opening  a 
-congrefs.     He  had  already  tampered  with  the  Dutch,  in  a 
memorial  prefented   by  the  Marquis  d'Alegre.     He  like- 
-wife  befought  the'  Pope  to  interpofe  in  his  behalf.     He 
.offered  to  cede  either  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies,  or  Milan, 
Naples,  and  Sicily  to  King  Charles;    to.give  up  a  barrier 
for  the  Dutch  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  to  indemnify  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  for  the  ravages  that  h^d  been  committed 
in  his  dominions.     Though  his  real  aim  was  peace,  yet 
4ie  did  not  defpair  of  being  able  to  excite  fuch  jealouiles 
amo.M^  ^^  confederates,  as  nfiight  fhake  the  bads  of  their 
union.     His  hope  was  not  altogether  di&ppointed.    The 
<!Ourt  of  Vienna  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  offers  he  had 
4niade,  and  the  reports  circulated  by  his  emiffaries,   that 
Che  Emperor  refolved  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  Naples 
'before  the  allies  fhould  have  it  in  their  power  to  clofe  with 
the  propofak  of  France.     This  was  the  true  motive  of  hia 
concluding  a  treaty  with  Louis  in  the  fucceeding  winter, 
l>y  which  the  Milanefe  was  entirely  evacuated,  and  the 
French  King  at  liberty  to  employ  thofe  troops  in  making 
ilrong  efforts  againft  the  confederates  in  Spain  and  th/e 
Netherlands.     The  Dutch  were  intoxicated  with  fuccefs, 
and  their  Penfionary,  Heinfius,  entirely  influenced  by  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  found  his  account  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  which  at  once  gratified  his  avarice 
.and  ambition  ;  for  all  his  great  qualities  were  obfcured  by 
:lthe  fordid   paffion  of  accumulating  wealth.  .  During  the 
'inrhole  war  the  allies  never  had  fuch  an  opportunity  as  they^ 
^ow  enjoyed  -to  bridle  the  power  of  France  effectually, 
.4md  iecMie  the  liberties  of  the  empire  ^  and  indeed^  if  tbek 
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real  defign  was  to  eftablifli  an  eqtial  balance  between  the 
houfes  of  Auilria  and  Bourbon,  it  could  not  have  been 
J706,  better  effefted  than  by  dividing  the  Spanifh  monarchy 
between  thefe  two  potentates.  The  acceffion  of  Spain, 
with  airits  appendages,  to  either,  would  have  deftroyed 
the  equilibrium  which  the  allies  propofed  to  eftablifti.. 
But  other  motives  contributed  to  a  continuation  of  the 
war.  The  powers  of  the  confederacy  were  fired  with  the 
ambition  of  making  conquefts  ;  and  England  in  particular 
thought  herfelf  entitled  to  an  indemnification  for  the  im- 
menfe  fums  flje  had  expended.  Animated  by  thefe  con- 
curring confiderations,  Queen  Anne  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral rejeded  the  ofFers  of  France ;  and  declared,  that  they 
would  not  enter  into  any  negociation  for  peace, . except 
in  concert  with  their  allies. 

§  VII.  The  Tories  of  England  began  to  meditate 
fchemes  of  oppofition  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
They  Idoked  upon  him  as  a  felfi/h  nobleman,  who  facri-- 
ficed  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  in  protradiing  a  ruinous 
war  for  his  own  private  advantage.  They  faw  their  country 
opprefled  with  an  ihcreafing  load  of  taxes,  which  they  ap^ 
prehended  would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable 
burthen  ;  and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period  fuch 
terms  might  be  obtained  as  would  fully  anfwer  the  great 
purpofe  of  the  confederacy.  This,  indeed,  was  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  among  all  the  fenfible  people  of  the  nation 
-who  were  not  particularly  interefted  in  the  profecution  of 
the  w^r,  either  by  being  conneftcd  with  the  General,  or 
in  fompfliape  employed  in  the  management  of  the  finances. 
The  Tories  were  likewife  inftigated  by  a  party-fpirit 
,againft  Marlborough,  who,  by  means  of  his  wife,  was 
in  full  pofleffioD  of  the  Queen^s  confidence,  and  openly 
patronif<?d  the  Whig  fadion.  But  the  attention  of  people 
•in  general  was  now  turned  upon  the  Scottifli  parliament, 
which  took  into  confederation  the  treaty  of  union  lately 
concluded  between  the  commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms. 
On  the  third  day  of  OQober  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  as 
higji-^ommiflioner,  produced  the  Qiicen's  letter,  in  which 
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'flic  ^exprefled  her  hope,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  would 
be  acceptable  to  her  parliament  of  Scotland.  She  faid,  an 
«ntire  and.perfe£t  union  would  be  the  folid  foundation  of  a 
lafting  peace:  it  would  (ecure  their  religion,  liberty,  and 
property,  remove  the  animofities  that  prevailed  among' 
themfelves,  and  the  jealoufies  that  fubfifted  between  the 
two  nations  4  it  would  increafe  their  ftrength,  riches,  and 
commerce:  the  whole  ifland  would  be  joined  in  affedlion, 
and  free  from*  all  apprehenfion  of  different,  interefls  :  it 
would  be  enabled  torefift  all  its  enemies,  fupport  the  pro- 
teftant  in tereft, every  where,  and  maintain  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  She  renewed  her  affurance  of  maintaining  the. 
government  of  their  church ;  and  told  them,  that  now 
they  had.  an  opportunity  of  taking  fuch  fteps  as  might  be 
ueceffary  for  its  fecurity  after  the  union.  She  demanded 
the  neceiTary  fupplies.  She  obferved,  that  the  great  fuc- 
<:efs  with  which  God  Almighty  had  bleffed  her  arms  af- 
./orded  the  nearer  profpefl:  of  a  happy  peace,  with  which 
they  would  enjoy  the  full  advantages  of  this  union :  that 
they  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  the  parliament  of  England 
would  do. all  that  ihould  be  neceffary  on  their  pact  to  con^^ 
£rm  the  union  :  .finally,  fbe  recommended  calmnefs  and 
unanimity  in  deliberating  on  this  great  and  weighty  affair, 
of  fuch  confequence  to  the  whole  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 
§  VIII.  Hitherto  the  articles  of  the  union  hadb^en  fn- 
iiuftxioufly  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the. people: 
but  the  treaty  being  recited  in  parliament,  and  the  parti- 
culars divulged,  fuch  a  flame  was  kindled  through  the 
whole  nation,  as  had  not  appealed  finqe  the  Reftoratipn* 
The  cavajiers  or  Jacobites  had  always  forefcen  that  thi^ 
union  would  extinguiih  all  their  hopes  of  ^  reyoltition^ia 
favour  of  a  pretender.  The  nobilidy  foupd  themfelves  de- 
graded in  point  of  dignity  and  infliienee,  by  being  ex- 
cluded hpm  their  feats  in  parliament.  The  trading  part 
<)f  the  nation  beheld  their  ^commerce  faddled  with  heavy 
duties  «and  reftriftions,  and  confidered  the  privilege  of 
•trading  to  the  Englifh  plantations  as  a  precarious  and  un- 
ticiertj^n-profpeft  of  advantage.    Tl^e  barons  or  gentlemeo 
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were  exafperated  at  a  coaliti6n,  by  which  their  parliament 
was  annihilated,  and  their  credit  defiroyed.   The  people  im 
general  exclaimed,  that  the  dignity  of  their  crown  was 
betrayed  :  that  the  independency  of  their  nation  had  fallen 
a  facrificc  to  treachery  and  corruption :   that  whatever 
conditions  might  be  ipecioufly  offered,   they  could  not 
expe£t  they  would  be  obferved. by  a  parliament  in. which 
the  Engli^  had  fuch  a  majority.     They  exaggerated  the 
dangers  to  which  the  con  (litution  of  their  church  would 
be  expofed  from  a  bench  of  bifhopd^  and  a  parliament  of 
epifcopaltans.     This  coniideration  alarmed  the  prefbyte- 
rian  minifters  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  employed  all 
their  power  and  credit  in  wakjng  the  refentment  of  their 
hearers  againft  the  treaty,  which  produced  arx  univerfal 
ferment  among  all  ranks  of  people.     Even  the  moft  rigic} 
puritans  joined  the  cavaliers  in  expreffing  their  .deteftatton 
of  the  union;  and,  laying  afide  their  mutual  animofiti^s, 
proniifed  to  co-operate  in  oppofing  a  meafure  fo  ignomi- 
nious and  prejudicial  to  their  country.     In  parliament  tho 
oppofition  was  headed  by  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton  and 
Athol^  and  the  Marqtiis  of  Annandale.      The  firft  of 
thefe  noblemen  had  wavered  fo  much  in  his  condudi,  that 
it  is  difHcuIt  to  afcertain  his  real  political  principles.     H« 
was  generally  fuppofed  to  favour  the  claim  of  the  Pre- 
tender 'j  but  he  was  afraid  of  embarking  f6o  iar  in  h]$ 
caufe^  and  avpided  violent  m^afuresiin  the  difcuffipn  of 
this  treaty,  left  he  Iboxjld  incur  the  refentment  of  the 
Englifh  parliament,  and  forfeit  the  eftate  he.po(le{Ied  in 
that  kingdom.     Athol  was  more  forward  ijl  bis  profeiSons 
of  attachment  to  the  coui-t  of  "St.  Germain's  ;  but  he  had 
ki*^  ability,  and  his  zeal  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  in- 
fiarned  by  refentment  againft  the  miniftry.     The  debate^ 
updn  the  different  articles  of  the  treaty  were  carried  on 
with  great  heat  and  vivacity;^  and  many  ftirewd  arguments 
were  ufcd  againft  this  fcheme  of  an  incorporating  union. 
One  member  affirmed,  that  it  would  furnilh  a  handle  to 
any  afpiring  prince  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  all  Bri- 
tain ;  for  if  the  parliament  of  Scotland  could  alter,  or 

rather 
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rather  fabvert  its  eonftitutton,  this  circumftance  might  be    chap. 
4  precedent  for  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  to  afluihe  ^_  m-.iJ 
the  fame  power:  that  the  reprefentatives  for  Scotland,       i^o^. 
would,  from  their  poverty,  depend  upon  thofe  who  pof* 
fefied  the  means  of  corruption ;  and  having  exprefTed  fo 
little  concern  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  conftitution, 
would  pay  very  little  regard  to  that  of  any  other.  *'  What ! 
'^  (faid  the  Duke  of  Hamilton)  ih.all  we  in  half  an  hour 
«  give  up  what  our  forefathers  maintained  with   their 
^<  lives  and  fortunes  for  many  ages  ?   Are  here  none  of  the 
9^  defcendants  of  thofe  worthy  patriots,  who  defended  the 
*'  liberty  of  their  country  againft  all  invaders;  whoaffifted 
f '  the  great  king  Robert  Bruce  to  reftore  the  conftitution, 
**  and  revenge  the  falfehood  of  England,  and  the  ufurpa* 
**  tion  of  Baliol  ?   Where  are  the  Douglaffes  and  Camp- 
*'  bells?   Where  are  the  peers,  where  are  the  barons, 
5<  once  the  bulwark  of  the  nation  ?  Shall  we  yield  up  the 
f  fovereignty  and  independency  of  our  country,  when  we 
f^  are  commanded  by  thofe  we  reprefent  to  prefer ve   the 
f *  fame,  and  affured  of  their  affiftance  to  fupport  us  ?** 
The  Duke  of  Athol  protefted   againft  an  incorporating 
Mnion,  as  contrary  to  the  honour,  intereft,  fundamental 
laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  the 
birthright  of  the  peers,  the  rights ,  and  privileges  pf  the 
barons  and  boroughs,  and  to  the  claim  of  right,  property, 
and  liberty  of  the  fubje£ts«     To  this  proteft  nineteen  peers 
and  forty-fix  commoners  adhered.     The  Earl  Marifchal 
entered  a  proteft,  importing  that  no  perfon  being  fuc- 
peflbr  to  the  crown  of  England  fhould  inherit  that  of 
Scotland,  without  fuch  previous  limitations  as  might  fe* 
cure  the  honour  and  fovereignty  of  the  Scottifli  crown  and 
kingdom,   the  frequency  and  power  of  parliament,    the 
religion,  liberty,^  and  trade  of  the  nation,  from  Englifli 
pr  any  foreign  influence.     He  was  feconded  by  fix-and- 
forty  members.     With  regard  to  the  third  article  of  the 
union,  ftipulating,  that  both  kingdoms  fhould  be  repre- 
sented by  one  and  the  fame  parliament,  the  country-party 
)L>bferved,  tliat,  by  aflenting  to  this  expedient,  they  did  in 
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effefl:  fink  their  own  confthution,  while  that  of  England 
underwent  no  alteration:  that    in  all  nations  there  arc 
fundamentals,  which  no  power  whatever  can  alter :   that 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament  being  one  of  thcfc 
ftndamentals   among,  the.  Scots,  no  parliament,  or  any 
other  power,   could  ever  legally   prohibit  the  meeting  b£ 
parliaments,  or  deprive  any  of  the  three  cftates  of  its»*ight 
of  fitting  or  voting  in  parliament,   or  give  up  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  parliament:   but  that'bythis  treaty  the 
parliament  of  Scotland  was  entirdy  abrogated,  its  rights 
and  privileges  facrificed^  and   thofe  of  the  Englilh  parlia- 
ment fubftkuted  in  their  place.     They  argued,  that  though 
the  legiflative  power   in  parliament  was  regulated  and  de- 
termined by  a  majority  of  voices  ;   yet   the  giving  up  the 
conftitution,  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  tl;ic  nation, 
was  not  fubjedl  to  fufFrage,  being  founded  on   dominion 
and  property ;  and  therefore  could  not  be  legally  furren- 
4ered  without  the  confentof  every  perfon  who  had  a  right 
to  elaS  andbereprefented  in  parliahient.     They  affirmed 
that  the  obligatiofl  laid  on  the  Scottifli  members  to  fefide 
foJong  in  London,  in  attendance  on  the'BritiOi  parliament, 
would   drain   Scotland   of  all   its  nwney,  impoverifh  the 
members,  and  fubjeft  them  to  the  temptation  of  Wmg 
corrupted.     Another  proteft  was  entered  by  the  Marquis 
of  Annaadale  againft  an   incorporating  union,  as  being 
odious  to  the  people,  Aibverilve  of  the  conftitution,   fove- 
reignty,  and  claim  of  right,   and  threatehingruin  to  the 
church  as.by  law  cftablifhed.   Fifty-two  members  jbined  in 
this  proteftation.     Almoft  every  article  produced  the  moft 
inflammatory  difputes.     The  Lord  Belhaven  enumerated 
the  mifchiefs   which  would    attend  the  union,  in   a  pa- 
thetick  fpeech,  that  drew  tears  from  the  audience,  and  is  at 
this  day  looked  upon  as  a  prophcfy  by  ,great  part  of  the 
Scottift  nation.     Addreffes  againft  the  treaty,  were  pfe- 
ii^nted  to  parliament  by  the  convention  of  l^oroughs,  the 
commiffio^crs  of  the  general-affembly,  the  company  trading 
to  Africa  and   the  Indies,  as  well  as  from  feveral  (hires^ 
ilewartries,  boroughs,  towns,  and  pariihes,  in  all    th£ 
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diflircnt  parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  diftinaion  of 
Whig  or  Tory,  epifcopalian  or  prelbyterian.  The  Earl 
of  Buchan  for  the  peers,  Lockhart  of  Carriwath  for  the 
barons.  Sir  Walter  Stuart  in  behalf  of  the  peers,  barons, 
and  boroughs  ;  the  Earls  of  Errol  and  Marifohal  for  them- 
felves,  as  high-qonftable  and  earl-marflial  of  the  kin-y- 
dom,  protefted  feverally  againft  the  treaty  of  union. 

§  IX.  While  this  oppofition  raged  within  doors,  the 
refentment  of  the  people  rofe  to  tranfports  of  fury  and 
revenge.  The  more  rigid  prelbyterians,  known  by  the 
name  of  Cameronians,  chofe  officers,  formed  themfelves 
into  regiments,  provided  horfes,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  marching  to  Dumfries,  burned  the  articles  of  the 
unibn  at  the  market-crofs,  juftifying  their  conduft  in  a 
publick  declaration.  They  made  a  tender  of  their  attach- 
ment to  Duke  Hamilton,  from  whom  they  received  en- 
couragement in  fecret.  They  reconciled  themfelves  to 
the  epifcopalians  and  the  cavaliers:  They  refolved  to 
take  the  route  to  Edinburgh,  and  diflblve  the  parliament ; 
while  the  Duke  of  Athol  undertook  to  fecure  the  pafs 
of  Sterling  with  his  Highlanders,  fo  as  to  open  the  com- 
munication between  the  weftern  and  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Seven  or  eight  thoufand  men  were  actually 
ready  to  appear  in  arms  at  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and 
march  direftly  to  Edinburgh,  under  the  Duke's  comm^lnd, 
when  that  nobleman  altered  his  opinion,  and  defpatched 
private  couriers  through  the  whole  country,  requiring  the 
people  to  defer  their  meeting  till  further  diredlions.  The 
more  fanguine  cavaliers  accufed  his  grace  of  treachery : 
but  in  all  likelihood  he  was  aftuated  by  prudential  motives. 
He  alledged,  in  his  own  excufe,  that  the  nation  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  carry  on  fuch  an  enterprife,  efpecially 
as  the  Englifli  had  already  detached  troops  to  the  border, 
and  might  in  a  i^^^  days  have  wafted  over  a  confiderable 
re-enforcement  from  Holland.  During  this  commotion 
among  the  Cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glafgow  were  filled  with  tumults.  Sir  Patrick  Johnfton, 
provoft  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  one  of  the  com- 
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BOOK  miiSoners  for  the  union,  w^  befieged  in  his  own  honfe 
Ti_  '-  ^  by  the  populace,  and  Would  have  been  torn  in  pieces,  had 
s;to6«  not  the  guards  difperfed  the  multitude.  The  privy-coun- 
cil iiTued  a  proclamation  againfts  riots,  commanding  all 
perfons  to  retire  from  the  ftreets  whenever  the  drum  (hduld 
beat;  ordering  the  guards  to  lire  upon  thofe who  fbould 
/difobey  this  4:ommand,'  and  indemnifying  them  from  aU 
profecution  for  maiming  or  fliying  the  lieges.  Thefe  guards 
were  placed  all  round  the  houfe  in  which  the  Peers  and  Com- 
mons were  afiembled,  and  the  council  received  the  thanks 
of  the  parliament,  for  having  thus  provided  for  their  fafety. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions  of  the  government,  the 
commiflioner  was  conftaiitly  faluted  with  the  curfes  and 
imprecations  of  the  people  as  he  pafled  along :  his  guards 
were  pelted ;  and  fbme  of  his  attendants  wounded  with 
ftones  as  they  fat  by  him  ixi  the  coach,  fo  that  be  was 
obliged  to  pafs  through  the  ftreets  on  full  gallop. 

^  X.  Againft  all  this  iiational  fury,  the  Dukes  of 
X^eenlberry  and  Argyle,  the  Earls  of  Montrofe,  Seafield, 
and  Stair,  and  the  other  noblemen  attached  to  the  unionii 
.aQed  with  equal  prudence  and  refolutioa.  They  argued 
firenuouily  againft  the  objedions  that  were  ftarted  in  the 
houfe.  They  magnified  the  advantag-es  that  would  accrue 
•  to  the  kingdom  from  the  privilege  of  trading  to  the  En- 
glifli  plantations,  and  being  protcQcd  in  their  con?merce 
by  a  powerful  navy;  as  wdl  as  from  the  exclufion  of  a 
popifii  pretender,  who  they  knew  was  odious  to  the  natioa 
in  general.  They  found  means,  partly  by  their  promifes, 
and  partly  by  corruption,  to  bring  over  the  Earls  of  Rox- 
burgh ^nd  Marcbmont,  with  the  whole  fquadron  who 
h^d  hitherto  been  unpropitious  to  the  court.  They  dif* 
armed  the  refentmeot  of  the  clergy,  by  promoting  an  a<5 
to  be  infcrted  in  the  union, .  declaring  the  preflsyteriaa 
dlfcipline  to  be  the  only  government  of  the  church  of 
Sicotland,  unalterable  in  all  fucceeding  time^,  and  a  fun-« 
jdamental  ^articlc  of  thejtreaty.  They  foothed  the  African 
ipompany  with  the  profpeiEt  of  being  indemniiied  for  the 
lofles  they  had  fuftained.    They  amufed  individuals  with 
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tfic  hope  of  fharing  the  reft  of  the  equivalent.     They  em- 
ployed  emiffaries  to  allay  the  ferment  among  the  Came- 
jonians,  and  difunite  them  from  the  cavaliers,  by  canting,       1706, 
praying,  and  demonftrating  the  abfurdity,  finfulnefs,   and 
danger  of  fuch  a  coalition.     Thefe  remonftrances  were 
re-enforced  by  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which 
the  Queen  privately  lent  to  the  Scottiih  treafury,    and 
which  was  now  diilributed  by  the  miniftry  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaty. 
By  thefe  pra^iices  they  diminiflied,  though  they  could  not 
filence  the  clamour  of  the  people,  and  obtained  a  con- 
£derable  majority  in  parliament,     which    out-voted  all 
oppodtion.     Not  but  that  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry  atone 
time  defpaired  of  fucceeding,  and  being  in  continual  ap- 
prehenfion  for  his  life,  exprefled  a  defire  of  adjourning  the 
parliament,  until  by  time  and  good  management  he  (hould 
'be  able  to  remove  thofe  difficulties  that  then  feemed  to  be 
iflfurmounuble.  But  the  Lord-Treafurer  Godolphin,  wha 
foreiaw  that  the  meafure  would  be  entirely  loft  by  delay^ 
and  was  no  judge  of  the  difficulties,  infifted  upon  his  pro- 
ceeding.    It  was  at  this  period  that  he  remitted  the  money, 
and  gave  directions  for  having  forces  ready  at  a  call,  both 
in  England  and  Ireland.    At  length  the  SGotti(}\parliament 
approved  ^nd  ratified  all  the  articles  of  the  union,  with 
fi>me  fmall  variation.     Then  they  prepared  an  adl  for  re-i 
gulating  the  eleAjon  of  the  iixteen  peers  and  forty-five 
commoners  to  reprefent  Scptland  in  the  Britifh  parliament.^ 
This  being  touched  with  the  fceptre,  the  three  eftates  pro- 
ceeded to  eleft  their  reprefentatives.     The  remaining  part 
of  the  feffion  was  employed  in  making  regulations  con- 
cerning the  coin,  inexamining  the  accounts  of  their  Afri- 
can company,  and  providing  for  the  due  application  of 
^e  equivalent,  which  was  fcandaloufly  mifapplied.     On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  the  commiffioner  adjourned 
the  parliament,  after  having  in  a  (hort  fpeech  taken  notice 
of  the  honour  they  had  acquired  in  concluding  an  affair  of 
fuch  importance  to'  their  country^     Having  thus  accom- 
pliihed  the  great  purpofe  of  the  coutt,  he  fct  out  for  Lon,- 

don^ 


93 


94  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

don,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  he  was  met  by  above 
forty  noblemen  in  their  coaches,  and  about  four  hundred 
1706.  gentlemen  on  horfeback.  Next  day  he  waited  upon  the 
Queen  at  Kenfington,  from  whom  he  met  with  a  very 
gracious  reception.  Perhaps  there  is  not  another  inftance 
upon  record  of  a  miniftry's  having  carried  a  point  of  this 
importance  againft  fuch  a  violent  torrerit  of  oppofitibn, 
and  contrary  to  the  general  fenfe  and  inclination  of  a  whole 
exafperated  people.  The  Scots  were  perfuaded  that  their 
trade  would  be  deftroyed,  their  nation  opprefled,  and  their 
country  ruined,  in  confequence  of  the  union  with  En- 
gland j  and  indeed  their  opinion  was  fupported  by  very  plau- 
fible  arguments.  The  majority  of  both  nations  believed 
that  the  treaty  would  produce  violent  convulfions,  or  at 
beft  prove  inefFeftual.  But  we  now  fee  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  none .  of  the  calamities  that  were  pfbgnofti- 
cated ;  that  it  quietly  took  cfFefl:,  and  fully  anfwered  all  the 
purpofes  for  which  if  was  intended.  Hence  we  may  learn, 
that  many  great  difficulties  are  furmounted,  becaufe  they 
are  not  feen  by  thofe  who  direft  the  execution  of  any  great 
project ;  and  that  many  fchemes  which  theory  deems  im- 
pradicable,   will  yet  fucceed  in  the  experiment. 

§  XI.  The  Englifli  parliapient  affembling  on  the  third 
day  of  December,  the  Queen,  in  her  fpeech  to  both  Houfes, 
congratulated  them  on  the  glorio3is  fuccefles  of  her  arms. 
She  defired  the  Commons  would  grant  fuch  fupplies  as 
might  enable  her  to  improve  the  advantages  of  this  fuc- 
cefsful  campaign.  She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of  union, 
as  concluded  by  the  commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms, 
was  at  that  time  under  the  confideration  of  the  Scottiih 
parliament;  and  (he  recommended  defpatch  in  the  publick 
affairs,  that  both  friends  and  enemies  might  be  convinced 
of  the  firmnefs  and  vigour  of  their  proceedings.  The  par- 
liament was  perfeftly  well  difpofed  to  comply  with  all  h^ 
'  Majefty's  requefts.  Warm  addrefles  were  prefented  by 
both  Houfes.  Then  they  proceeded  to  the  confideration 
of  the  fupply,  and  having  examined  the  eftimates  in  lefs 
than  a  week,  voted  near  fix  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
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tfnfuing  year.  Neverthelefs,  in  examining  the  account?, 
ibme  objc<Siions  arofe.  They  found  that  the  extraordinary 
fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  King  Charles  of  Spain  amount-  •  »7o6. 
ed  to  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  than  the  fumi 
provided  by  parliament.  Some  members  argued  that  very 
HI  confequences  might  enfue,  ifaminiftry  could  thus  run 
the  nation  in  debt,  and  expe£l  the  parliament  Aould  pay 
the  money,^  The  courtiers  anfwered,  that  if  any  thing 
had  been  raifed  without  neceffity,  or  ill-applied,-  it  was  rea*- 
fonable  that  thofe  who  were  in  fault  (hould  be  puniflied: 
but,,  as.  this  expenfe  was  incurred  to  improve  advantages^ 
at  a  time  whet>  theoccafton  could  not,.be  communicated  to 
parliament,  the  miniftry  was  rather  to  be  applauded  for 
their  zeal,  than  condemned  for  their  lii^erality.  The 
queftion  being  p'ut,  the  majoricy  voted  that  thofe  fums  had 
been  expended  for  the  prefer vation  of  the  Dake  of  Savoy^ 
for  the  intereftof  King.  Charles  againft  the  common  ene- 
my, and  for  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the  nation.  When 
the  Speaker  prefented  the  money-bills,  he  told  her,  that 
as  the  glorious  vi<Sory  obtained  by  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough at  Ramillies  was  fought  before  it  could  be  fup- 
pofed  the  armies  were  in  the  field,  io  it  was  no  lefs  fur- 
priiing  that  the  Commons  had  granted  fupplles  to  her  Ma- 
jefty,  before  the  tenemy  could  well  know  ^that  the  parlia^ 
mei^  was  futing.— The  general  was  again  honoured  with 
the  thanks  of.  both  Houf^^s.  .The  lords  in  an  addrefs, 
befought  the  Queen  to  fettle  his  honours  on  his  fwfterity. 
An  a£lwas  paffed  for.this  purpofe  ;  and,  in  purfuance  of 
another  addirefs  from  the  Commons,  a  penfion  of  five 
thoufand  pounds  out  of  thePoft-Office,  was  fettled  upon 
him  and  his  defcendants*  The  Lords  and  Commons 
having  adjourned  themfelves  to  the  laft  day  of  December, 
the  Queen  clofed  the  year  with  triumphal  proceffions. 
As  the.ftandards  and  colours  takenat  Blenheim  had  been 
placed  in  Weftminfter-hall,  fo  now  thofe  that  had  been 
brought  from  the  field  of  Ramillies  were  put  up  in  Guild,^ 
hall,  as  trophies  of  that  vi<5tory.  About  this  time,  the 
Earls  of  Ken  t>  Lindfey,  and  Kingfton  were   raifed  to  the 
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rank  of  marquifles.  Tliq  Lord$  Wharton^  Poulet,  Gd^ 
dolphin,  and  Cholmondcley  were  created  carls.  Lord  Wal- 
den,  fon  and  heir  apparent  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk^  obtained 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Bindon :  the  Ix)rd-Keeper  Gowper  and 
Sir  Thomas  P'elham  were  ennobled  as  barons. 

§  XII  The  parliament  being  affembled  after  their  fliort 
recefs,  thfe  Earl  of  Nottingham,  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
the  Queen,  defiring  her  M^eftjr  would  order  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commiiHoners  for  the  union,. as  well  as  thoie  of 
the  Scottifh  parliament  on  thefaid  fubjed,  to  be  laid  before 
them*     He  wHs  feconded  by  the   Duke  of  Buckingham 
and  the  Earl  of  Rochefter ;  and   anfwered  by  the  Earl  of 
Godolphih,  who  told  them  they  needed  not  doubt  but  that 
her  Majefty  would  communicate  thofe  .  proceedings,   as 
foon  as  the  Scottifh  parliamcTnt  ihould  have  difcufled  the 
fubjeft  of  the   union.     The  Lords   Wharton,   Somers, 
and  Hallifax'  obfervcd,  that    it  was  for  the    honour  of 
the  nation  that  the  treaty  of  union  ihould  firft  cotrieratified 
from  the  parliament  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  then,  and  not  bc^ 
fore,  it  would  be  a  proper  time  for  the  Lords  to  take  it  into 
confideration.    On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Janu^y,  the 
Queen  in  perfon  told  both  Houfes,  that  the^treaty  of  union, 
with  fome  additions  and  alterations,  was  ratified  by  an  oEt  of 
the  Scottiih  parliament:  that  fhe  had  ordered  it  to  be.  laid 
before  them  ;  and  hoped  it.  would  meet  with  their  con- 
currence and   approbation.      She  defired  the  Commons 
would  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  equivalent,  in  cafe 
the  treaty  ftould  be  approved.      She  obferved  to  'both 
Houfes,  that  now  they  had  an  opportunity  of  putting  the 
laft  hand  to  a  happy  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  5  and  that 
fhe  {hould  look  upon  it  as  a  particular  happinefs,  if  this 
great  work,  which  had    been  fo  often  attempted  without 
fuccefs,  could    be  brought  to    perfeftion  in  her  reign. 
When  the  Commons  formed  themfelves  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,   to  deliberate  on  the  articles  of  the 
union,  and  the  Scottiih  aft  of  ratification,  the  Tory  party, 
which  was  very  weak  in  that  affembly,  began  to  ftart  fome 
objeftions.     Sir  John  Packington  difapproved  of  this  in« 
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corporating  union,  which  he  likened  to  a  marriage  with 
a  woman  againfl:  her  confent.     He  faid  it  was  an  union 
carried  on   by  corruption  and  bribery  within  doors,   by       1706, 
force  and  violence  without :  that  the  promoters  of  it  had 
bafely  betrayed    their    truft,  in    giving   up   their   inde« 
pendent    conftitution,    and     he  would    leave    it  to  the 
judgement  of  the  Houfe,  to  confider  whether  or  no  men  of 
fuch  principles  were  fit  to  be  admitted  into  their  Houfe  of 
reprefentatlves.     He  obferved,  that  her  Majcfty,  by  the 
coronation- oath,  was  obliged  to  maintain   the   church  of 
England  as  by  law  eftablifhed  ;  and  likewife  bound  by  the 
fame  oath  to  defend  the  prefbyterian  kirk  of  Scotland   in 
one  and  the  fame  kingdom.    Now  (faid  he)  after  this  union 
is  in  force,  who  (hall  adminifler  this  oath  to  her  Majedy  ? 
It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  Scots,  who  are  incapable  of  it, 
and  no  well-wiQiers  to  the  church   of  England.     It  is 
then  only  the  part  of  the  bifhops   to   do  it ;  and  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  thofe  reverend  perfons  will,  or  can,  aft  a 
thing  fo  contrary  to  their  own  order  and  inftitution,   as 
thus  to  promote   the  eftablilhment  of   the  preftyterian 
church-government   in  the   united  kingdom.     He  added 
that  the  church  of  England  being  eftablifhed  jure  divino^ 
and  the  Scots  pretending  that  the  kirk  was  alfo  jure  divinoy 
he  could  not  tell  how  two  nations  that  claflied  in  foeflen- 
tial  an  article  could  unite  :  he,  therefore,  thought  it  proper 
to  confult  the  convocation   about  this  critical  point.     A 
motion  was   made,  that  the  firft  article   of  the   treaty, 
which  implies  a  peremptory  agreement  to  an  incorporating 
union  fhould  be  poftponed;  and   that  the  Houfe  (hould 
proceed  to  the  confideralion  of  the  terms  of  the  intended 
union,  contained   in  ^the  other  articles.     This   propofal 
being  rejefted,  fome   Tory  members  quitted   the  Houfe; 
and  all  the  articles  were  examined  and  approved  without 
further  oppofition.     The  Whigs  were  fo  eager  in  the  pro- 
fccution  of  this  point,  that  they  proceeded  in  a  very  fuper- 
ficial  manner,  and  with  fuch  precipitation  as  furniihed  their 
enemies  with  a  plaufible  pretence  to  affirm  that  they  had 
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not  confidered  the  treaty  with  the  coolnefs  and  deliberatioii 
which  an  affair  of  this  importance  required^ 

§  XIII.  Before  the  Lords  began  to  inveftigate  the  arti- 
cles of  the  union,  they,  at  the  inftance  of  the  Archbifliop 
of  Canterbury  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
church  of  England,  to  be  inferted  as  a  fundamental  and 
eflential  part  of  that  treaty.  It  paiTed  through  both  Houfes 
without  opposition,  and  received  the  royal  affent*  On 
the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  debates  concerning  the 
union  began  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  the  Queen  being  pre- 
fent,  and  the  Biihop  of  Sarum  chairman  of  the  committee* 
The  Earls  of  Rochefter,  Anglefey,  and  Nottingham 
argued  againft  the  union;  as  did  the  Bifhop  of  Bath  and 
Wells.  Lord  Haverfham,  in  a  premeditated  harangue^ 
faid  the  queftion  was.  Whether  two  nations  independent 
In  their  fovereignties,  that  had  their  diftin£t  laws  and 
interefts,  their  different  forms  of  worfliip,  church-go- 
vernment, and  order,  fhould  be  united  into  one  kingdom  ? 
He  fuppofed  it  an  union  made  up  of  fo  many  mifmatched 
pieces,  of  fuch  jarring,  incongruous  ingredients,  that 
fliould  it  ever  take  effeft,  it  would  carry  the  neceflary 
confequences  of  a  (landing  power  and  force,  to  keep  them 
from  falling  afuhder  and  breaking  in  pieces  every  moment. 
He  repeated  what  had  been  faid  by  Lord  Bacon,  that  an 
unity,  pieced  up  by  dire<Sl  admiffion  of  contrarieties  in  the 
fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like  the  toes  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image,  which  were  made  of  iron  and  clay :  they 
may  cleave  together,  but,  would  never  incorporate.  He 
diflented  from  the  union  for  the  fake  of  the  good  old 
Englifli  conflitution,  in  which  he  dreaded  fome  alteration 
from  the  additional  weight  of  fixty-one  Scottifli  members,  ' 
and  thefe  too  returned  by  a  Scottifh  privy-council.  He 
took  notice,  that  above  one  hundred  Scottifh  peers,  and 
as  many  Commons,  were  excluded  from  fitting  and  voting 
in  parliament,  though  they  had  as  much  right  of  inheri- 
tance to  fit  there,  as  any  Englifli  peer  had  of  fitting  in  the 
parliament  of  England.  He  expreflTed  his  apprehenilon 
#f  this  precedent}  and  aiked   what  fecurity  any  peer  of 
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England  had  for  his  right  and  privilege  of  peerage,  which 
thofe  lords  had  not.      He    faid,    if    the    bifliops  ^would 
weaken  their  own  caufe,  fo  far  a3  to  give  up  the  two  great 
points  of  epifcopal  ordination  and  confirmation ;   if  they 
would  approve  and  ratify  the  aft   for  fecuring  the  prelby- 
terian  church-government   in  Scotland,   as  the  true  pro- 
teftant  religion  and  purity  of  worfbip ;  they  muft  give  up 
that  which  had  been  contended  for  between  them  and  the 
preibyterians  for  thirty  years,  and  been  defended  by  the 
greateft  and   moft  learned  men  in  the  church  of  England. 
He  objefted  to  the  exempting  articles,  by  which  heritable 
offices  and  fuperiorities  were  referved.     He  affirmed  that 
the  union  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Scottifh  nation : 
that  the  murmurs  of  the  people  had  been  fo  loud  as  to 
fill  the  whole  kingdom;  and   fobold   as  to  reach  even  to 
the  doors  of  the  parliament:  that   the   parliament   itfelf 
had  fufpended  their  beloved  claufe  in  the  a6t  of  fecurity 
for  arming  the  people  :   that  the  government  had  iflfued  4 
proclamation,     pardoning  all   flaughter,  bloodfhed,    and 
maiming, .  committed  upon  thofe  who  fhould  be  found   in 
tumults.     From  thefe   circumftances   he' concluded,  that 
the  Scottifh  nation  was  averfe  to  an  incorporating  union, 
which  he  looked  upon   as  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  ex» 
periments  to  both  nations.     Lord  North  and  Grey  com- 
plained of  the  fmall  and  unequal  proportion  of  the  land- 
tax  impofed   upon    Scotland.     The  Earl  of  Nottingham 
faid  it  was  highly  unreafonable  that  the  Scots,  who  were 
by  the  treaty  let  into  all  the  branches  of  the  Englifli  trade, 
and  paid  fo  little  towards  the  expenfe  of  the  government, 
fhould  moreover  have  fuch  a  round  fum  by  way  of  equi- 
valent.    The  fame  topicks  were  infifted  upon  by  the  Lords 
North    and    Grey,    Guernfey,    Granville,   Stawell,  and 
Abingdon.     The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  after  having  op- 
pofed  every   article  feparately,  concluded  with  Words  th 
this  efFeft  :  "  As  Sir  John  Maynard  faid  to  the  late  King 
*'  at  the  Revolution,  that  having  buried  all  his  Cotempo-* 
*'  raries  in  Weftminfter-hall,   he  was  afraid,  if  his  Ma- 
*^  jefty  bad  not  com^  in  that  very  juncture  of  time,  he 
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"  might  have  likewife  outlived  the  very  laws;  fo,  if  thi3f 
'*  union  do  pafs,  as  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  it  will, 
<<  I  may  juftly  affirm  I  have  outlived  all  the  laws,  and  the 
«'  very  conftitution  of  England  :  I,  ther'efore,  pray  to  God 
<<  to  avert  the  dire  cfFefts  which  may  probably  enfue  from 
*'  fuch  an  incorporating  union." 

§  XIV.  Thefe  arguments  and  objedions  were  anfwerjcd 
by  the  Lofd-Treafurer  Godolphin,  the  Earls  of  Sunder- 
land and  Wharton,  the  Lords  Townfhend,  Hallifax,  and 
Somers,  the  Bifhops  of  Oxford,  Norwich,  and  Sarum. 
They  obferved,  that  fuch  an  important  mbafure  could  not 
be  effe6led  without  fome  inconveniencips ;  but  that  thefe 
ought  to  be  bor'n,  in  confideration  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 
advantage :  that  the  chief  dangers  to  which  the  church 
was  expofed  arofe  from  France  and  popery  j  and  this 
union  would  efFe£tually  fecure  it  againft  thefe  evils:  that 
Scotland  lay  on  the  weakeft  fide  of  England^  which  could 
not^be  defended  but  by  an  expenfive  army.  Should  a  war 
break  out  between  the  two  nations,  and  Scotland  be  con- 
quered, yet  even  in  that  cafe  it  would  be  neceflary  to  keep 
it  under  with  a  ftanding  army,  which  any  enterprifing 
prince  might  model  for  his  ambitious  purpofes,  and  join- 
ing with  the  Scots,  enflave  bis  Englifh  dominions  :  that 
any  union  after  a  conqueft  would  be  compulfive,  confe- 
quently  of  (hort  duration;  whereas,  now  it  was  voluntary 
it  would  be  lading :  that  with  regard  to  ecclefiaftical 
affairs,  all  heats  and  animofities  might  be  allayed  by  fofc 
and  gentle  management.  The  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
though  they  profeffed  different  religions,  were  yet  united 
in  one  general  body  j  and  the  diet  of  Germany  was  com- 
pofed  of  princes  and  ftates,  among  whom  three  different 
perfuafions  prevailed ;  fo  that  two  forts  of  difcipline  might 
very  well  fubfift  under  one  legiflature.  If  there  was  any 
danger  on  either  fide,  it  threatened  the  Scots  much  more 
than  the  Engliih,  as  five  hundred  and  thirteen  members 
would  certainly  be  too  hard  for  forty-five  ;  and  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  fix-arid- twenty  bifhops  would  always 
preponderate  againfl  fixteeii  peers  from  Scotland.     Not- 
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Withftanding  all  the  oppodtion  made  by  the  lords  of  the 
Tory  intereft,  every  article  was  approved  by  a  great  ma- 
jority, though  not  without  a  good   number  of  protefla-        1706. 
tions ;   and  a  bill  of  ratification  was  prepared  in  the  Lower 
Hpufe  by  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  the  follici tor-general,  in 
fuch  an  artful  manner  as  to  prevent  all  debates.     All  ^the 
articles,  as  they  pafTed  in  Scotland,^  were  recited  by  way 
of  preamble,  t<^ether  with  the  ads  made  in  both  parlia- 
ments for  the  fecuritj[  of  their  feveral  churches ;  and  in  Burnet. 
conclufion  there  was  one  claufe,  by  which  the  whole  was  ^^[^^' 
ratified  and  enabled  irUo  a  law.      By  this  contrivance,   Torcy. ' 
thofe  who  were  defirous  of  ftarting  new  difficulties  found   J'"**^!' 

°  reuquieres* 

themfelves  difabled  from  purfuing  their  defign.      They  Hift.  of  Eu- 
could  not  objeS  to  the  recital,  which  was  barely  matter   ^fft  of  th 
of  fiid,5  and  they  had  not  ftrength  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  t)«  of  Marl- 
general  enaaing  claufe.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Whigs  conduftof 
promoted  it  with  fuch  zeal,  that  it  pafled  by  a  majority  of  ^^^  Duchefs 
one  hundred  and  fourteen,  before  the  others  had  recol-  roughV*^^ 
leded  themfelves  fr'om  the  furprife  which  the  ftruQure  Lockhartl 
of  the  bill  had  occafioned.     It  made  its  way  through  the  FHend. 
Houfe  of  Lords  with  equal  defpatch  ;  and,  when  it  re*  Voltaire. 
ceived  the  royal  fandion,  the  Queen  expreffed  the  utmoft 
fatisfaAion.     She  faid  ihe  did  not  doubt  but  it  would  be 
remembered  and  (poke  of  hereafter,  to  the  honour  of  thofe 
who  had  been  inftrumental  in  bringing  it  to  fuch  a  happy 
conclufion.     She  defired  that  her  fubjedls  of  both  king- 
doms (hould  from  henceforward  behave  with  all  poffible 
refpeA  and  kindnefs  towards  one  another,  that  fo  it  might 
appear  to  all  the  world  they  had  hearts  difpofed  to  become 
one  people. 

§  XV.  As  the  aft  of  union  did  not  take  place  till  the  An.  1707. 
firft  of  May,  a  great  number  of  traders  in  both  kingdoms 
refolved  to  make  advantage  of  this  interval.  The  Englilh 
propofed  to  export  into  Scotland  fuch  commodities  as  en« 
titled  them  to  a  drawback,  with  a  view  to  bring  them  back 
after  the  firft  of  May.  The  Scots,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  their  duties  were  much  lower  than  thofe  in  England, 
intended  to  import  great  quantities  of  wine,  brandy,  and 
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other  merchandife,  which  they  could  fell  at  a  greater  ad- 
vantage in  England  after  the  union,  when  there  would  be 
17C7.  a  free  intercourfe  between  the  two  nations*  Some  of  the 
tnlnifters  had  embarked  in  this  fraudulent  defign^  which 
alarmed  the  merchants  of  England  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the  Commons.  Refoiti- 
tions  were  immediately  taken  in  the  Houfe  againft  thei^ 
praftices,  and  a  bill  was  prepared  :  but  the  Lords  appre- 
hending that  it  in  fome  meafure  infringed  the  articles  of 
the  union,  and  that  it  might  give  umbrage  to  the  Scottifii 
nation,  it  was  dropped.  Tlie  frauds  had  been  in  a  good 
hieafure  prevented  by  the  previous  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  j 
ftild  the  firft  day  of  May  was  now  at  hand  ;  fo  that  the 
bill  was  thought  unneceffary.  »On  the  twenty- fourth  day 
of  April  the  Queen  prorogued  the  parliament,  after  having 
given  them  to  underftand,  that  fhe  woufd  continue  by 
proclamation  the  Lords  and  Commons  already  afiembled^ 
as  members  in  the  firft  Britifti  parliament  on  the  part  of 
England,  purfuant  to  the  power  vefted  fn  her  by  the  a£ls 
of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  ratifying  the  treaty  of 
union.  The  parliament  was  accordingly  revived  by  pro- 
clamation, and  another  iffued  to  convoke  the  firft  parlia- 
ment of  Great- Britain  for  the  twenty-third  day  of  Od^ober. 
The  Scots  repaired  to  London,  where  they  were  well  re* 
ceived  by  the  Queen,  who  beftowed  the  title  of  duke  on 
the  Earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Montrofc.  She  likewise 
granted  a  commifHon  for  a  new  privy- council  in  that 
kingdom,  to  be  in  force  till  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
that  the  nation  might  not  be  difgufted  by  too  fudden  an 
alteration  of  outward  appearances.  The  firft  of  May  was 
appointed  as  a  day  of  publick  thankfgiving ;  and  congra- 
tulatory addrefTes  were  fent  up  from  all  parts  of  England : 
but  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  prepared  no  compliment  j 
and  the  Scots  were  wholly  filent  oh  this  occafion. 

§  XVI.  In  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  the  Commons,  in 

An  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  defired  flie  would  refettle  the 

iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher*s  and  Nevis  in  the  Weft-Indies, 

which  had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.     They  likewife 
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tefohed^  That  an  humble  addrefs  ihould  be  prefented  to 
her  Majefty,  praying  (he  would  concert  meafures  for  fup- 
preffing  a  body  of  pirates  who  had  made  a  fettlement  on       1707 
the  ULsaid  of  Madagafcar,  as  alfo  for  recovering  and  pre« 
ferving  the  ancient  pofleffions,  trade,  and  iifhery  in  New« 
foundland.     The  French  refugees  likewife  delivered  a  re« 
monftrance  to  the  Queen,    recapitulating  the   benefits 
which  the  perfecuted  proteftants  in  France  had  reaped 
from  the  afliftance  of  her  royal  progei;iitors,  acknowledg- 
ing their  own  happinefs  in  living  under  her  gentle  go- 
vernment, among  a  people  by  whom  they  had  been  fo 
kindly  entertained  when  driven  from  their  native  country; 
;ind  imploring  her  Majefty's  interpofition  and  good  oificeg 
in  favour  of  their  diftrefled  and  perfecuted  brethren  abroad. 
She  gracioufly  received  this  addrefs,  declaring,  die  had 
always  great  compaflion  for  the  unhappy  circumftances  of 
the  proteftants  in.  France  :  that  fhe  would  communicate 
her  thoughts  on  this  fubje£l  to  her  allies ;  and  ftie  ex- 
^refied  her  hope  that  fuch  meafures  might  be  taken  as 
fliould  effedually  anfwer  the  intent  of  their  petition.    In 
the  month  of  May  {ht  granted  an  audience  to  an  ambafia- 
dor  extraordinary  from  the  Czar  ot  Mufcovy,   who  deli- 
vered a  letter  from  his  mafter,  containing  complaints  of 
ICjng  Auguftus,  who  had  maltreated   the  Ruffian  troops 
fent  to  his  affiftance,  concluded  a  dishonourable  peace 
with  Charles  King  of  Sweden,  without  the  knowledge  of 
his  allies,  and  furrendered  Count  Patkul,  the  Mufcovite 
minifter,  as  a  deferter,  to  the  Swedilh  monarch,  contrary 
.to  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  to  the  pra£lice  of  barba- 
rians. He,  therefore,  defired  her  Britannick  Majefiy  would 
life  her  good  offices  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Count,  and 
the  other  Ruffian  prifoners  detained  at  Stockholm ;  and 
that  (he  would  take  into  her  protection  the  remains  of  the 
Ruffian  auxiliaries  upon  the  Rhine,  that  they  might  either 
'«nter  into  the  ferviceof  the  allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return 
in  fafety  to  their  own  country.     The  Queen  aftually  in- 
terpofed  in  behalf  of  Patkul :  but  her  inteVceffion  proved 
iacffedlual^  .aed  that  unhappy  miniftejr  was  put  to  death 
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with  all  the  circumftances  of  wanton  barbarity.  As  many 
fevere  and  farcaftick  writings  had  lately  appeared,  in  which 
1707.  the  Whigs  and  miniftry  were  reviled,  and  reflexions  hinted 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Queen's  perfon,  the  government 
rcfolved  to  make  examples  of  the  authors  and  publifliers  of 
thefe  licentious  produ6tions.  Dr.  Jofeph  Browne  was 
twice  pilloried  for  a  copy  of  verfes,  intituled,  '•  The 
*'  country  parfon's  advice  to  the  Lord-Keeper,"  and  a 
letter  which  he,  afterwards  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley. 
William  Stephens,  redlor  of  Sutton  in  Surrey,  underwent 
the  fame  fentence,  as  author  of  a  pamphlet,  called,  *^  A 
**.  letter  to  the  author  of  the  memorial  of  the  church  of 
**  England.'*  Edward  Ward  was  fined  and  fet  in  the  pil- 
lory, for  having  written  a  burlefque  poem  on  the  times, 
under  the  title  of  *'  Hudibras  redivivus ;"  and  the  fame 
punifhment  was  inflifted  upon  William  Pittes,  author  of  a 
performance,  intituled,  **  The  cafe  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
**  land's  memorial  fairly  ftated." 

§  X  VIL  The  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  ftill  conti* 
nued  to  wrangle  with  their  fuperiors ;  and  though,  they 
joined  the  Upper  Houfe  in  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  tte 
Queen  on  the  fuccefs  of  her  arrns^,  they  refolved  to  make 
application  to  the  Commons  againft  the  union.  The 
Queen  being  apprifed  of  their  dcfign,  defired  the  Arch- 
bifhop  to  prorogue  them  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expi-- 
■ration  of  which  th^  zA  of  union  had  pafied  in  parlia- 
ment. The  Lower  Houfe  delivered  a  reprefentation  to 
the  bifliops,  in  which  they  affirmed,  no  fuch  prorogation 
had  ever  been  ordered  during  the  feflion  of  parliament. 
Thebifhops  found  in  their  records  feven  or  eight  prece- 
dents of  fuch  prorogations,  and  above  thirty  inftances  of 
the  Convocation's  having  fat  fometimes  before,  and  fome- 
times  after  a  feffion  of  parliament,  nay,  fometimes  even 
when  the  parliament  was  diflblved.  The  Queen,  in- 
formed of  thefe  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Arch- 
bi(hop,  intimating,  that  fhe  looked  upon  the  Lower 
Houfe '  as  guilty  of  an  invafion  of  her  royal  fupremacy ; 
and  that,  if  any  thing  of  the  fame  nature  ihould  be  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  for  the  future,  (he  would  ufe  fuch  means  for  pu- 
ntihing  ofienders  as  the  law  warranted.  The  Prolocutor 
abfenting  himfelf  from  the  Convocation,  the  Archbifhop  1707 
pronounced  ientence  of  contumacy  againft  him.  The 
Lower  Houfe  in  a  proteftation  declared  this  fentence  un* 
lawful  and  altogether  null*  Neverthelefs,  the  Prolocutor 
made  a  full  fubmiffion,  with  which  the  Archbifhop  was 
iatisfiedy  and  the  fentence  was  repealed.  About  this  pe- 
riod the  Earl  of  Sunderland  was  appointed  one  of  the 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Hedges. 
This  change  was  not  eiFe£led  without  great  oppofition 
froni  Harley,  who  was  in  his  heart  an  enemy  to  the  Duk« 
of  Marlborough,  and  all  his  adherents  -,  and  had  already, 
by  his  fecret  intrigues,  made  condderable  progrefs  in  a 
fcheme  for  fuperfeding  the  influence  of  the  Duchefs. 

§  XVIII.  The  French  King  at  this  jun£iure  feemed  tm 
be  entirely  abandoned  by  his  former  good  fortune.  He 
had  fuftained  fuch  a  number  of  fucceffive  defeats  as  had 
drained  his  kingdom  of  people ;  and  his  treafury  was  almoft 
exhaufted.  He  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  credit  of  his 
government  by  iiTuing  mint-bills,  in  imitation  of  the 
bank-notes  of  England  :  but,  notwithftanding  all  his  pre« 
cautions,  they  paflTed  at  a  difcount  of  three-and-iifty  per 
cent*  The  lands  lay  uncultivated  :  the  manufa^ures 
could  be  no  longer  carried  on ;  and  the  fubjedls  periihed 
with  famine.  The  allies,  on  the  pther  hand,  feemed  to 
profper  in  every  quarter.  They  had  become  mafters  of 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Netherlands,  in  confequence  of 
the  vi&ory  at  Kamillies :  the  army  of  King  Charles  was 
confiderably  re-enfbrced :  a  fcheme  was  formed  for  the 
conqueft  of  Toulon,  by  the  troops  of  the  Emperor  and 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  fupplied  with  a  large  fum  of  money 
by  Queen  Anne,  and  af&fted  by  the  combined  fleets  of 
England  and  Holland,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel.  In  a  word,  France  feemed  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  verge  of  deftru£^ion,  from  which  nothing  in 
all  probability  could  have  faved  her  but  the  jealoufy  and 
mifcondud  of  the  confederates,    Louis^  by  virtue  of  his 

capitulation 
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capitulation  with  the  Emperor  in  Italy,  was  enabbd  t^ 
fend  fuch  re- enforcements  into  Spain,  as  turned-  the/or- 
.1707*  ^  tii«e*of  the  war  in  that  country ;  :w^ile  the  diftra^ions  in 
^he  council  of  King  Charles  prevented  that  unanimity*  and 
conc-urrenc^,  without  which  no  fucccfs  can  be.expe^ed. 
The  Earl  of  Peterborough  declared  againft  an*  ofenfive 
war,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  fubfiftence  in 
Caftile;  and  advifed  Charlce  to  truft  to  the  expedition 
againft  Toulon.  This  Opinion  'he'  fent  from  italy,  to 
,whichhehad  withdra^wn. 

§  XIX.  Cliarles,  however,  was  perfutrded  to  pen-ctrate 
t)nce  more  to  Madrid,  aiid  give  battle  to'theefiemy 
wherever  they  (hduld  ap^rff.  '  ^On  the  thirteenth  day  of 
March  the  arrAy  was  ^flfembled  at.Caudda,  tothci  number 
of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  under  tihe  .aufpiccsof  the  Mar* 
^uis  das  Minas,  to  whom  the  Earl  of  Gal  way  wasfecond 
in  command.  Thpy  marched  towards  Yecla,  and  under- 
took the  fiege  of  Vilena;  but^  having  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  in  the  B<eighbour- 
hood,  they  advanced  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  in 
four  columns  towards  the  town  of  Almanza^  where  the 
enemy  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  their  number 
being  confiderably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  confederates. 
The  battle  began  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  an4  the 
whole  front. of  each  army  was  fully  engaged.  The  Englife 
and  Dutch  fquadrons  on  the  left,  fuftained  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  horfe  of  the  fecond  line,  were  overpowered  after  a 
gallant  refiftanceV  The  centre,  confifiing  chiefly  of  bat- 
talions from  Great-Britain  arid  Holland,"  obliged  the 
enemy  to  give  way,  and  drove  their  firft  upon  their  fecond 
line*,  but  the  Portuguefe  cavalry  on  the  -right  being 
broken  at  the  firft  charge,  their  foot  betook  themfelves  to 
ilight ;  fo  that  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  troops  being  left 
naked  on  the  flanks,  were  furrounded  and  attacked  on 
every  fide.  In  this  dreadful  emergency  they  formed  them- 
felves into  a  fquare,  and  retired  from  the  field  of  battle. 
By  this  time  the  men  were  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  knd 
all  their  ammunition  exhaufted  ;they  were  ignorant  of 
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^e  Country,  abandoned  by  their  horfe,  deftitutc  of  provi- 
fion,  and  cut  oft  from  all  hope  of  fupply.  Moved  by 
tfaefe  difmal  confiderations  (they  capitulated ,  and  furren*  1707 
dered  themfeivcs  pfifoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of 
thirteen  battalions.  The  Portugwefe,  and  part  of  the 
Eaglifti  horfe,  wkh  the  infantry  that  guarded  the  baggage, 
retreated  to  A  lei ra,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  Earl  of 
Galway,  with  about  five^aad-twenty  hundred  dragoons 
srhich  he  had  brought  from  the  field  of  batde.  About 
^ree  thoufand  men. of  the  allied  army  were  killed  upon 
,the  fpot,  and  among  that  number  Brigadier  Killigrew, 
with  many  officers  of  di&m&'iofi.  The  Earl  of  Galway,. 
who  icharged  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  Guifcard's  dragoons, 
received  two  deep  cuts  in  the  face^  The  Marquis  d^ 
Minas  was  run  through  the  arm,  and  faw  his  conGubine, 
who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon,  killed  by  his  fide : 
the  Lords  Tyrawley,  Mark  Ker,  and  Colonel  Clayton^ 
were  wctunded :  all  their  artillery,  together  with  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  colours  and  ftandards,.  and .  about  ten 
thoufand  men,  were  taken  j  fo  that  no  viftory  could  be 
more  complete  :  yet  it  was  not  purchafed  without  the  lofe 
of  two  thoufand  men  flain  in  the  adion,  including  fome 
officers  of  eminence.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  who  com- 
manded the  tropps  of  King  Philip,  acquired  a  great  addi- 
tion of  farafs  by  his  condudl  and  behaviour  before  and 
during  the  engagement :  but  his  authority  was  fuperfeded 
by  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  arrived  in  the  army  imme- 
diately after  the  battle.  This  prince  feemed  to  entertain 
fome  private  views  of  his  own;  for  he  took  (lo  efFe£iual 
fiep  to  improve  the  viiSlory.  He  began  a  private  negocia- 
tion  with  the  Earl  of  Galway,  during  which  the  two 
armies  lay  inaftive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cinca;  and  he 
concluded  the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Lerida,  .which 
was  furrendered  by  capitulation  on  the  fecond  day  of  No- 
vember :  then  the  troops  on  both  fides  went  into  winter- 
quarters.  The  Earl  of  Galway  and  the  Marquis  das 
Minas  embarked  at  Barcelona  for  hiiboa^  and  General 
Carpenter  remained  commander  of  the  Englifli   forces 
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quartered  in  Catalonia,  which  was  now  the  only  part  of 
Spain  that  remained  to  King  Charles. 
1707.  §  XX.  The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  Duke  of 

Savoy  and  Prince  Eugene  might  have  fucceeded,  if  the 
Emperor,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  remonfirances  of 
the  maritime  powers,  had  not  divided  his  army  in  Italy, 
by  detaching  a  coniiderable  body  through  the  ecclefiaftical 
ftate  towards  Naples,  of  which  he  took  pofleffion  without 
is^ny  difficulty.  Befides,  ten  thoufand  recruits  deftined 
for  the  Imperial  forces  in  Italy  were  detained  in  Ger- 
many, from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
who  remained  in  Saxony,  and  feemed  to  be  upon  very 
indifferent  terms  with  the  Emperor.  With  the  affiftaiice 
of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fleets  the  Dukei  of  Savoy  and 
Prince  Eugene  pafTed  the  Var  *  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  mtn,  and 
marched  dire£^ly  towards  Toulon,  whither  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  were  conveyed  on  board  of  the  combined 
(quadrons.  The  French  King  was  extremely  alarmed  at 
this  attempt,  as  five  thoufand  pieces  of  cannon;  vaft  maga« 
xines,  and  the  beft  part  of  his  fleet,  were  in  the  harbour 
of  Toulon,  and  ran  the  greateft  rifque  of  being  entirely 
taken  or  deftroycd.  The  whole  kingdom  of  France  was 
filled  with  condernation,  when  they  found  their  enemies 
were  in  the  bofom  of  their  country.  The  monarch  rc- 
folved  to  leave  no  ftone  unturned  for  the  relief  of  the  place, 
and  his  fubjeSs  exerted  themfelves  in  a  very  extraordinary 

manner 

•  This  paflUgc  Was  cflfedlcd,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  the  French,  wh« 
thought  the  works  they  had  raifed  on  that  river  were  impregnable.  The 
honour  of  the  enterprise  was  in  a  great  roeafure  owing  to  the  gallantry  of 
Sir  John  Norris  and  the  Engliih  feamen.  That  brave  officer*  embarking  in 
boats  with  fix  hundred  failors  and  mariners,  entered  the  river,  and  were 
rowed  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  enemy*s  works,  where  they  made  fuch  a 
Tigoroas  and  unexpe&ed  attack,  that  tbt  French  were  immediately  driven 
from  part  of  their  entrenchments :  then  Sir  John  landed  with  his  men, 
cUmbered  over  the  works  that  were  deemed  inacceffible,  and  attacking  the 
defendants  fword  in  hand,  compelled  them  to  fly  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion. This  detachment  was  fuftatned  by  Sir  Cloudeiley  Shovel  in  perfon. 
The  Duke  of  Savoy,  taking  advantage  of  the  Qjicisy^s  confternation,  pailiai 
the  river  almoft  without  oppofition. 
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manner  for  its  prefervation.  The  nobility  of  the  adjacent 
provinces  armed  their  fervants  and  tenants,  at  the  head  of 
whom  they  marched  into  the  city:  they  coined  their  i707« 
plate,  and  pawned  their  jewels  for  money  to  pay  the 
workmen  employed  upon  the  fortifications  i  and  fuch  in- 
duftry  was  ufed,  that  in  a  few  days  the  town  and  harbour, 
which  had  been  greatly  negleded,  were  put  in  a  good 
pollure  of  defenfe.  The  allies  took  poileffion  of  the  emi- 
nences that  commanded  the  city,  and  the  ordnance  being 
landed,  eredled  batteries.  From  thefe  they  began  to  can- 
nonade and  bombard  the  city,  while  the  fleet  attacked  and 
reduced  two  forts  at  the  enterance  of  the  mole ;  and  co- 
operated in  the  fiege  with  their  great  guns  and  bomb- 
ketches.  The  garrifon  was  numerous,  and  defended  the 
place  with  great  vigour.  They  funk  fhips  in  the  enterance 
to  the  mole :  they  kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ram- 
parts :  they  made  defperate  fallies,  and  even  drove  the 
befiegers  from  one  of  their  pofts  with  great  flaughter. 
The  French  King,  alarmed  at  this  defign  of  his  enemies, 
ordered  troops  to  march  towards  Tpulon  from  all  parts  of 
his  dominions.  He  countermanded  the  forces  that  were 
on  their  route  to  improve  the  vidlory  of  Almanza :  a  great 
part  of  the  army  under  Villars  on  the  Rhine  was  detached 
to  Provence,  and  the  court  of  Verfailles  declared,  that 
the  Duke  of,Burgundy  fliould  march  at  the  head  of  a 
fifODg  army  to  the  relief  of  Toulon.  The  Duke  of  Savoy 
being  apprifed  of  thefe  preparations,  feeing  no  hope  of 
reducing  the;,  place,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  his  pafTage 
would  be  intercepted,  refolved  to  abandon  his  enterprife. 
The  artillery  being  re-embarked,  with  the  fick  and 
wounded,  he  decamped  in  the  night,  under  favour  of  a 
terrible  bombardment  and  cannonading  from  the  Englifli 
fleet,  and  retreated  to  his  own  country  without  molefta- 
tion*.    Then  he  undertook  the  reduSion  of  Suza,  the 

garrifon 

•  Had  the  Duke  of  Savoy  marched  with  expedition  from  the  Var,  h« 
would  have  found  Toulon  defenfelefs :  but  he  lingered  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
jives  reafon  to  believe  he  was  not  hearty  in  the  enterprife  j  and  his  opera- 
^ons  were  retarded  by  a  dii)-erence  between  iiim  and  his  kinfman  Prince 
^Bgcne. 
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garrifon  of  which  furrendcred  at  difcretion.     By  this  con- 
queft  he  not  only  fecured  the  key  to  his  own  dominions^ 
1V07.       but  alfo  opened  to  himfelf  a  free  paiTage  into  Dauphine. 

§  XXL  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  having  left  a  fquadron 
with  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean  fervice^ 
fct  fail  for  England  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  was  in 
foundings  on  the  twenty- fecond  day  of  Oftober.  About 
eight  o'clock  at  night  his  own  fliip,  the  Aflrociation, 
ftruck  upon  the  rocks  of  Scilly,  and  periflicd  with  every 
perfon  on  board.  This  was  likewife  the  fate  of  the  Eagle 
and  the  Romney  :  the  Firebrand  was  dalhed  in  pieces  on 
the  rocks ;  but  the  captain  and  four-and-twenty  men 
faved  themfelves  in  the  boat :  the  Phoenix  was  driven  on 
fhore :  the  Royal  Anne  was  faved  by  the  prefence  of  mind 
and  uncommon  dexterity  of  Sir  George  Byng  and  his 
pflicers:  the  St.  George,  commanded  by  Lord  Durfley, 
ftruck  upon  the  rocks,  but  a  wave  fet  her  a- float  again. 
The  Admiral's  body  being  caft  a-fliore  was  ftripped  and 
buried  in  the  fand ;  but  afterwards  difcovered  and  brought 
into  Plymouth,  from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  London^ 
and  interred  in  Weftminfter- abbey.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
was  born  of  mean  parentage  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  but 
raifed  himfelf  to  the  chief  commahd  at  fea,  by  his  induftry, 
valour,  fkill,  and  integrity^  On  the  Upper  Rhine  the 
Allies  were  unprofperous*.     The  Prince  of  Baden  was 

dead, 

♦  In  the  month  of  May  three  (hips  of  the  line,  namely  the  Royal  Oak,  of 
feventy-fix  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  Baron  Wylde  ;  the  Grafton,  of 
feventy-guns,  Captain  EdvVard  Adton  ;  and  the  Hampton-Court,  of  feventy 
guns,  Captain  George  Clements/  failed  as  convoy  to  the  Weft-India  and 
Portugal  fleet  of  merchant  ihips,  amounting  to  five-and-fifty  fail.  They  fell 
in  with  the  Dunkirk  fquadron,  conliftirig  of  ten  (hips  of  war,  one  frigate, 
and  four  privateers,  under  the  command  of  M.  dc  Forbin.  A  furious 
adion  immediately  entueH,  and  notwithftanding  the  vaft  difproportion  in 
point  of  nufnber,  waa  maintained  by  the  Engliih .  Commodore  with  great 
gallantry,  until  Captain  Adlon  was  killed,  Captain  Clements,  mortally 
wounded,  and  the  Grafton  and  Hampton-Court  were  taken,  after  having 
funk  the  Salifbury,  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  French  :  then  the 
Commodore,  having  eleven  feet  water  in  his  holH,  Uifengaged  himfelf  froni. 
the  enemy,  by  whom  he  had  been  furrounded,  and  ran  his  fhip  aground  near 
Pttiigenefle  j   bpt  ilie  afterwards  floated^  and  he  brought  her  fafe  into  the 

Powas« 
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dead,  'and  the  German  drmy  fo  inconfiJerable,  that  it 
could  not  defend  the  lines  of  Buhl  againft  the  Marefchal 
de  Villars,  who  broke  through  this  work,  efteemed  the  1707. 
rampart  of  Germany,  reduced  Raftadt,  defeated  a  body 
of  horfe,  laid  the  duchy  of  Wirtembcrg  under  contri- 
bution, took  Stutgard  and  Schorndorf ;  and  routed  three  . 
thoufarid  Germans  entrenched  at  Lorch,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Janus,  who  was  made  prifoner.  In  all 
probability,  this  adlive  officer  would  have  made  great  pro- 
grefs  t6wards  the  reftoration  of  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria, 
had  not  he  been  obliged  to  flop  in  the  middlfe  of  his  career, 
in  confequence  of  his  army's  being  diminiflied  by  fending 
off  detachments  to  Provence.  The  Imperial  army  retired 
towards  Hailbron,  and  the  command  of  it  was,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Emperor  and  alfieis,  affumed  by  the  Ele£lor 
of  Hanover,  who  reftored  military  difcipline,  and  afted 
with  uncommon  prudence  and  circumfpe£lion  :   but  he 

had 

Downs.     Ifl  the  mean  time  the  French  frigate  and  privateers  made  pi-izc 

of  twenty-one  Englifh  merchant-ihips "  of  great  value,    which,    with  the 

Grafton  and  Hampton- Court,   Forbin  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Dunkirk.   In 

July  the   fame  a£live  officer   took  fifteen  ihtps    belonging  to    the  Ruffift 

company,  off  the  coaft  of  Lapland.     In  September,  he  joined  another  fqua^ 

dron  fitted  out  at  Breft,    under  the  command  of  the  celebrated  M.  du  Guai 

Trouin,    and  thefe  attacked,    off  the  Lizard,    the  convoy  of  the  Portugal 

fleet,    confifting  of  the  Cumberland,  Captain  Richard  Edwards,    of  eighty 

guns ;  the  Dcvonfhire,  of  eighty  j  the  Royal  Oak,  of  feventy-fix  ^  the'Chcfier 

and  Ruby,  of  fifty-guns  each.     Though  the  French  fquadron  did  not  fall 

fhort  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  the  Englifli  captains  maintained  the  action 

for  many  hours  with  furprifing  valour.  At  length  the  Devonftiire  was  obliged 

to  yield  to  fupcrior  numbers  :   the  Cumberland  blew  up  5  the  Chefler  and 

Ruby  were  taken  )  the  Royal  Oak  fought  her  way  through  the  midft  of  her 

enemies,  and  arrived  fafe  in  the  harbour  of  Kinfale  ;  and   the  Lifbon  fleet 

faved  themfelvcs»  by  making  the  beft  of  their  way  during  the  engagement. 

Since  the  battle  off  Malaga  the  French  King  had  never  dared  to  keep  the 

fca  with, a  large  fleet,  but  carried  on  a  kind  of  piratical  war  of  this  fort,  in 

order  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of  England.     He  was  the  more  encouraged  to 

purfue  tliefe  meafures,  by  the  correfpondencc  which  his  miniftcrs  carried  on 

with  fome  wretches  belonging  to   the  Admiralty,   and    other  offices,  who 

bafely  betrayed   their  couirtry  in  tranfmitting  to   France  fuch   intelligence 

concerning  the  convoys  appointed  for  the  proteftion  of  commerce,  as  enabled 

the  enemy  to  attack  them  at  advantage.     In  the  courfc  of  this  year  the 

French  filhery,  ftages,    fhips,    and  veffels  in    Newfoundland   were   taken, 

bttfued,  and  deftroycd,  by  Captain  John  Underdown,  of  the  Falkland. 
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had  not  force  fufficient  to  undertake  any  enterprife  of  inw 
portance. 

§  XXII.  In  the  month  of  April  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough fet  out  from  the  Hague  for  Leipfick  with  a  letter 
fropi  the  Queen  to  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  whofe  defigns 
were  fiill  fo  rhyfterious,  that  the  confederates  could  not 
help  being  alarmed  at  his  being  in  the  heart  of  Germany. 
The  Duke  was  pitched  upon  as  the  moft  proper  ambaiTa- 
dor,  to  foothe  his  vanity  and  penetrate  into  his  real  in- 
tention *.  He  found  this  original  character,  not  fimple, 
but  fordid  in  his  appearance  and  oeconomy,  favage  in  his 
deportment,  ferocious,  illiterate,  ftubborn,  implacable, 
and  referved.  The  Englifh  general  affailed  him  on  the 
fide  of  his  vanity,  the  only  part  by  which  he  was  acceiS- 
ble.  *'  Sire  (faid  he)  I  prefent  to  your  Majefty  a  letter, 
not  from  the  Chancery,  but  from  the  heart  of  the 
Queen  my  miftrefs,  and  written  with  her  own  hand. 
Had  not  her  fex  prevented  her  from  taking  fo  long  a 
journey,  (he  would  have  crofied  the  iea  to  fee  a  prince 
admired  by  the  whole  univerfe.  I  efteem  my felf  happy 
in  having  the  honour  of  afluring  your  Majcfty  of  my 
regard ;  and  I  fhould  think  it  a  great  happinefs,  if  my 
**  affairs  would  allow"  me  to  learn  under  fo  great  a  general 
as  your  Majefty,  what  I  want  to  know  in  the  art  of 
war."  Charles  was  pleafed  with  this  overftralned 
compliment,  which  feems  to  have  been  calculated  for  a 
raw,  unintelligent  barbarian,  unacquainted  with  the 
charafters  of  mankind.  He  profeffed  particular  venera- 
tion for  Queen  Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  perfon  of  her 
ambafTador,  and  declared  he  woold  take  no  fteps  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  grand  alliance.  Neverthelefs,  the  fincc- 
rity  of  this  declaration  has  been  queftioned.   The  French 

court 

•  When  the  Duke  arrived  in  his  coach  at  the  quarters  of  Count  Piper, 
of  whom  he  had  demanded  an  audience,  he  was  given  to  underftand  that 
the  Count  was  bufy,  and  obliged  to  wait  half  an  hour  before  the  SwediHx 
xninifter  came  down  to  receive  him.  When  he  appeared  at  laft,  the  Duke 
alighted  from  his  coach»  put  on  his  hat,  pafled  the  Count  without  Muting 
him,  and  went  afidc  to  the  wall,  where  having  ftfiid  foipc  time,  he  tt» 
turned,  and  accoiUd  him  with  the  moil  polite  addrefs. 
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court  IS  faid  to  have  gained  over  his  minifter,  Count  Piper, 
to  their  intereft.  .  Certain  it  is,  he  induftrioufly  fought 
occafion  to  quarrel  with  the  Emperor,  and  treated  him  1707, 
with  great  infolence,  until  he  fubmitted  to  all  his  de- 
mands. The  treaty  being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he 
thought  proper  to  impofe,  he  had  no  longer  the  leaft 
Ihadow  of  pretence  to  continue  his  difputes  with  the  court 
of  Vienna;  and  therefore  began  his  march  for  Poland, 
which  was  by  this  time  over-run  by  the  Czar  of  Muf- 
covy, 

§  XXIII,  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  returning  from 
Saxony,  aflembled  the  allied  army  at  Anderlach  near 
Bruflels,  about  the  middle  of  May ;  and,  underftanding 
that  the  Elefior  of  Bavaria  and  the  Duke  de  Vendome,' 
who  commanded  the  French  forces,  had  quitted  their 
lines,  he  advanced  to  Soignies,  with  a  defign  to  engage 
them  in  the  plain  of  Fleurus.  But  receiving  certain  in- 
telligence, that  the  enemy  v/ere  greatly  fuperior  to  the 
allies  in  number,  by  the  help  of  drafts  from  all  their  gar- 
rifons,  he  retreated  towards  Bruflels,  and  took  poft  at 
Mildert ;  while  the  French  advanced  to  Gemblours. 
Both  armies  lay  ina£kive  until  the  enemy  fent  ofF  a  large 
detachment  towards  Provence.  Then  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  General  D'Auverquerque  refolved  to  attack 
them  in  their  fortified  camp  at  Gemblours.  But  they  re- 
treated with  fuch  celerity  from  one  poft  to  another,  that 
the  confederates  could  not  come  up  with  them  until  they 
were  fafely  encamped  with  their  right  at  Pont-a-Trefin, 
and  their  left  under  the  cannon  of  Lifle,  covered  with  the 
river  Schelde,  and  fecured  by  entrenchments.  The  allies 
chofe  their  camp  at  Helchin,  and  foraged  under  the 
cannon  of  Tournay,  within  a  league  of  the  enemy  :  but 
nothing  could  induce  them  to  hazard  an  engagement;  and 
both  armies  went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  latter  end  of 
Oftober.  TheDukeofMarlboroughfetoutforFranckfort. 
where  he  conferred  with  the  Electors  of  Mentz,  Hanover, 
and  Pahtine,  about  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  : 
then  he  returned  to  the  Hague,  and  having  concerted  the. 
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neceflary  nieafure§  with  the  deputies  of  the  States-General, 
embarked  for  England  in  the  beginning  of  November. 

§  XXi  V.  The  Queen's  private  favour  was  npw  fliifted  to 
a  new  pbjeft.  The  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  was.  fupplanted 
by  Mrs.  Mafham,  her  own  kinfwoman,  whom  fhe  had  ref- 
cued  from  indigence  and  pbfcurity.  This  favourite  fuc- 
ceeded  to  that  afcendancy  over  the  mind  of  her  fovereign 
Which  the  Duchefs  ha4  formerly  pofleffed.  She  was  more 
bumble,  pliable,  and  obliging  than  her  firft  patronefs, 
lyho  \i2Ld  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  the  Queen  in 
fpme  of  her  moft  refpeded  piaxims. .  Hei-  Majefty's  pre- 
po^Teffion  in  favour  of  the  Tories  and  high-churchmen 
was  no  longer  infoleiYtly  condemned,  and  violently  op- 
pofed.  The  new  confidante  conformed  to  all  her  preju- 
dices, and  encouraged  all  her  defigns  with  affent  and  ap- 
probation. In  political  intrigues  (he  afted  as  aflbciate,  or 
rather  auxiliary,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley,  who  had  infi- 
nuated  himfelf  into  the  Queen's  good  graces ;  and  deter- 
mined to  fap  the  credit  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and 
the  Earl  of  (jodolphin.  His  aim  was  to  unite  the  Tory 
intereft  under  his  own  aufpices,  and  expel  the  Whigs  from^ 
the  advantages  they  pofTefled  under  the  government.  His 
chief  coadjutor  in  this  fcfieme  was  Henry  St.  John,  after- 
wards Lord  Bolingbroke,  a  man  of  warm  imagination  and 
elegant  tafte,  penetrating,  eloquent,  ambjtipus,  and  en- 
terprifing,  whofe  talent^  were  rather  fpecious  than  folid, 
an4  whofe  principles  wei'e  loofe  and  fluftuating.  He  was 
at  firft  contented  to  aft  in  an  inferior  capacity,  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  defigns  of  the  fecretary  :  but,  when  he  under- 
ftood  the  full  extent  of  his  own  parts  and  influence,  he 
was  fired  with  the  ambition  of  eclipfing  his  principal,  and 
from  the  fphere  of  his  minifter,  ralfed  himfelf  to  the  cha- 
raSer  of  his  rival.  Thefe  politicians,  with  the  afliftance 
of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  a  colleague  of  uncommon  ability 
and  credit,  exerted  their  endeavours  to  rally  and  reconcile 
the  difunited  Tories,  who  were  given  to  underftand,  that 
the  Queen  could  no  longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  the  Whigs: 
that  Ihe  had  been  always  a  friend  in  her  heart  to  the 
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Tory  and  high-church  party ;  and  that  flie  would  ilow 
exhibit  manifeft  proofs  of  her  inclination.  She  accordingly 
beftowed  the  btihopricks  of  Chefter  and  Exeter  upon  Sir  27«7< 
William  Dawes  and  Dr.  Blackall,  who,  though  other- 
wife  of  unblemiihed  chara£lerS)  had  openly  condemned 
the  Revolution. 

§  XXV.  The  people  in  general  began  to  be  fick  of  the 
VVhig  miniftry,  whom  they  had  formerly  carefled.  To 
them  they  imputed  the  burthens  under  which  they  groaned  j 
burthens  which  they  had  hitherto  been  animated  to  heal* 
by  the, pomp  of  triumph  and  uninterrupted  fuccefs.  At 
prefent  they  wei^  difcouraged  by  the  battle  of  Almanz'a^ 
the  miCcsM'nage  of  the  expedition  againft  Toulon,  the  lofs 
of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  and  the  fate  of  four  fhips  of  the 
line,  deftroyed  or  taken  by  a  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  MeffieMrs  Forbin  arid  Du  Guai  Trouin,  two  of  the 
rooft  enterprrfing  fea-officers  in  the  French  fervice.  No 
new  advantage  had  been  obtained  in  the  Netherlands : 
France,  iqftead  of  finking  under  the  weight  of  the  confe<» 
deracy,  fyem%4  to  rife  with  frefh  vigour  from  every  over- 
throw :  the  Engliih  traders  had  lately  fuftained  repeated 
loffes  for  want  of  proper  convoys  :  the  coin  of  the  nation 
was  vifibly  d^miniihed  ;  and  the  publick  Credit  began  to 
decline.  The  Tories  did  not  fail  to  inculcate  and  exag* 
gerate  thefe  caufes  of  difcontent,  and  the  minlftry  i^efe 
too  remffs  in  taking  proper  fieps  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
nation.  Inftead  of  foothing  by  gentle  meafures,  and  equal 
adminjftration^  the  Scots^  who  had  expreifed  fuch  avef- 
&on  to  the  union,  they  treated  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
ferved  to  exafperate  the  fpirits  of  that  people.  A  ftop  was 
put  to  their  whole  commerce  for  two  months  before  it  was 
diverted  into  the  new  channel.  Three  months  elapfed 
before  the  equivalent  was  remitted  to  that  kingdom,  and 
it  was  afterwards  applied  with  the  moft  fhameful  partiality* 
Seifures  of  wines  and  other  merchandife  imported'  from 
thence  into  England  were  made  in  all  the  northern  parts, 
with  an  affeftation  of  feverityand  difdain :  fo  that  the 
generality  of  the  Scottifh  nation  loudly  exclaimed  againit 
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BOOK  the  union  and  the  government.  The. Jacobites  were* 
^  '_^  again  in  commotion.  They  held  conferences :  they  main- 
.  1707.  tained  a  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  St.  Germain's  : 
a  great  number  of  the  moft  rigid  WWgs  entered  fo  far 
into  their  meafures,  as  to  think  a  revolution  was  abfo-** 
lutely  neceflary  to  retrieve  the  liberties,  independence,, 
and  comt^erce  of  their  country :  the  Pretender'^  birth- 
day was  pgblickly  celebrated  in  many  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  every  thing  feemed  to  portend  an  uni*- 
verfal  revolt.  Ireland  continued  quiet  under  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  whom  the  Queen  ha(> 
appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  that  kingdoms  A  parliament 
having  met  at  Dublin  in  the  month  of  Jiily,  prefcnteA 
addrefTes  of  congratulation  to  her  Majefty  on  the  late  union* 
of  the  two  kingdoms*  The  Commons  having  infpe£led 
the  publick  accounts,  refolved,  That  the  kingdom  had 
been  put  to  exceffive  charge,  by  means  of  great  arrears  of 
rent  returned  by  the  late  truftees,  as  due  out  of  the  for- 
feited  eftates,  which  returns  were  falfe  and  unjuft;  and^ 
That  an  humble  reprefentation  fhould  be  kid  before  her 
Majefty  on  this  fubjed.  They  paiTed  another  laudable 
lefolution  in  favour  of  their  own  manufadlures.  They 
granted  the  neceflary  fupplies,  and  having  finifhed  feveral 
bills  for  the  royal  aflent,  were  prorogued  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  Oftober. 

§  XXVI.  It  was  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  fame  month 
that  the  firft  parliament  of  Great-Britain  aflfembled  at 
Weftminfter,  when  the  Queen  in  her  fpeech  to  botb 
Houfes  palliated  the  mifcarriages  in  Provence  and  in  Spain  ^ 
reprefented  the  neceffity  of  making  further  efforts  againfl 
the  common  enemy ;  and  exhorted  them  to  be  upon  theiF 
guard  againft  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  fow  jealouiies  in 
the  commonwealth.  The  Commons,  in  their  addreis, 
exprefled  the  continuance  of  their  former  zeal  and  devo- 
tion to  her  Majefty's  government :  but,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  expatiated  upon  the  fcarcity 
of  money,  the  decay  of  trade,  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
navy.    He  was  feconded  by  Lord  Somers,  and  the  leaders 
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rfthe  Tory  party,  who  propofed,  that,  previous  to  every 
mcafure,  they  mould  confider  the  ftate  of  the  nation.    The 
defign  of  Wharton  and  Somcrs,   was  to  raife  the  Earl  of       1707 
Orford  once  more  to  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  ;   and  the 
Tories,  who  did  not  perccjve  tteir  drift,  hoped  in  the 
»courfe  of  the  enquiry  to  fix  the  blame  of  all  mifmanage- 
ment  upon  the  Whig  miniftcrs.     A  day  being  fixed  for 
•this  examination,  the  Houfc  received  a. petition  from  the 
>lherifFs  and  merchants  of  London,  complaining  of  great 
loffes  by  fea,  for  want  of  cruifers  and  convoys ;  and  thefe 
fComplaints  were  proved  by  witnefies.     The  report  was 
fent  to  the  Lord-Admiral,  who  anfwered  all  the  articles 
Separately :    then  the  Tories   moved  for  an  addrefs,    in 
which  the  blame  of  the  mifcarriages  might  be  laid  upon 
the  tniniftry  and  cabinet-council :  but  the   motion  was 
over-ruled :  the  Queen  was  prefented  with  a  bare  repre- 
sentation of  the  fa<Ss,  and  defired  that  flie  would  take  the 
proper  meafu res  for  preventing  fuch  evils  for  the  future. 
The  Commons  made  fome  progrcfs  in  an  enquiry  of  the 
fame  nature  ;  and  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  trade  of  the  -kingdom.     They  chearfuUy  granted  the 
iupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.     They  pre- 
pared another  bill  for  repealing  the  Scottifli  a£l  of  fecurity, 
and  that  about  peace  and  war,  which  had  excited  fuch 
jealoufy  in  the  Englifli  nation.      They  refolved,  That 
there  fliould  be  but  one  privy-council  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great-Britain  :   That  the  militia  of  Scotland  Ihould  be 
put  on  the  fame  footing  with  that  of  England  :   That  the 
j)owers  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  fhould  be  the  fame 
through   the  whole  ifland  :   That  the   lords  of  jufticiary 
in  Scotland  fliould  go  circuits  twice  in  the  year :   That 
the  writs  for  elefting  Scottifli   members  to  fcrve  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  be  direSed,  and  returns  made,, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  pradifed   in  England.     An  a6t 
ieing  formed  on  thefe  refolutions,    they  brought  iii  a  biU 
for  preferving  the  trade  with  Portugal  :   then  they  confi- 
ned the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Spain. 
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§  XXVII.  When  the  Queen  pafled  thefe  bills,  (he  re- 
commended an  augmentation  in  the  aid$  and  auxiliaries 
Tjgjf^  granted  to  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
This  intimation  produced  a  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
Qrt  the  affairs  of  Spain.  The  fervices  of  the  Earl  of  Pe- 
terborough were  textolled  by  the  Earl  of  Rochefter  and 
Lord  Haverlham,  who  levelled  feme  bblique  reflexyons  at 
the  Ear^  of  Galway.  Several  lords  enlarged  upon  the 
neccflity  of  carrying  on  the  war  untU  King  Charles 
fliould  be  fully  eftabliftied  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  The 
Earl  of  Peterborough  faid  they  ought  to  contribute  nine 
(hillings  in  the  pound  rather  than  make  peace  oh  any 
other  terms  :  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  return  to  Spain, 
and  ferve  even  under  the  Earl  of  Galway.  The  Earl  of 
Rochefter  repeated  a  maxim  of  the  old  Duke  of  Schom- 
berg.  That  attacking  France  in  the  Netherlands  was 
like  taking  a  bull  by  the  horns.  He,  therefore^  propofed, 
that  the  allies  fliould  ftand  on  the  defenfive  in  Flanders, 
^nd  detach  from  thence  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men 
into  Catalonia.  He  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Not-, 
tingham;  but  warmly  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, who  urged,  that  the  great  towns  in  Brabant  which 
he  had  conquered  could  not  be  preferved  without  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  men  ;  and  that  if  the  French  (hbuld 
gain  any  advantage  in  Flanders  from  their  fuperiority  in 
point  of  number,  the  difcontented  party  in  Holland, 
which  was  very  numerous,  and  bore  with  impatience  the 
burthen  of  the  war,  would  not  fail  crying  aloud  for  peace. 
Being  cballenged  by  Rochefter  to  fliow  how  troops  could 
be  procured  for  the  fervice  of  Italy  and  Spain,  he  affured 
the  Houfe,  that  meafures  had  been  already  concerted  with 
^he  Emperor,  for  forming  aji  army  of  forty  thoufand  men 
pnder  the  Duke  of  Savpy,  and  for  fending  powefful  fucr 
cours  to  King  Charles.  This  declaration  finiflied  the 
debate,  which  iffued  in  ah  affeaionate  addref$  to  her  Kla- 
jefty,  The  Lords  refolved.  That  no  peace  could  be  fafe 
imd  honourable  for  her  Majefty  and  her  allies,  if  Spaiq 
find  the  Spanilb  Weft-Indies  were  fuffercd  to  continue  in 
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tie  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.    They  prefentcd  an    chap. 
addrefsy  in  which  th^  defired  fce  would  grefs  the  Em-  ^  -  -*_i 
peror  to  fend  powerful  fuccours  to  Spain,  under  the  com-       1707* 
mand  of  Prince  Eugene,  with  all  poffib^e  expedition,  to 
make  good  his  contra<9:  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  .  ^ 
firengthen  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  which  was  now  hap- 
pily put  under  thecondudof  that  wife  and  valiant  prince, 
the  Elector  of  Hanover.   The  Commons  concurred  in  this 
xemonftrance,  in  confequence  of  which  the  Queen  4efire4 
the  Emperor   to  beftow  the  command    in  Spain   upon 
Prince  Eugene*     The  court  of  Vienna,    however,    did 
not  comply  with  this  requeft;   but  fent  thithpr  Count 
Staremberg,  who,  of  all  the  German  geaerals,  was  next 
to  the  Prince  in  military  reputation.      The  Commons 
now  proceeded    to  confider  of  ways  and  means,    and 
acflualJy  eftabliihed  funds  for  raiftng  the  /upply,  which  < 

amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  fix  millions* 

§  XXVIII.  At  this  period  Mr.  Harley'a  chara<aer  in- 
curred fufpicion  from  the  treachery  of  William  Gregg, 
an  inferior  clerk  in  his  office,  who  was  dete^ed  in  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  Monfieur  Chamillard,  the  French  King's  ' 
minifter.  When  his  pradiccs  were  detet^ed,  he  made  an 
ample  confeffion,  and  pleading  guilty  to  his  indidment  at 
the  Old-Bailey,,  was  condemned  to  death  for  high- treafon. 
At  the  fame  time,  John  Bam  and  Alexander  Valiere 
were  committed  to  Newgate,  for  correfpondiug  with  the 
enemy ;  and  Claude  Baud,  fecretary  to  the  Dukeof  Savoy'3 
minifter,  was,  at  the  requeft  of  his  mafter,  apprehended 
for  traiterous  praftifes  againft  fter  Majefty  and  her  govern- 
ment. A  committee  of  feven  lor^ls  being  appointed  to 
examine  thefe  delinquents,  made  a  report  to  the  Houfe, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  Queen,  in  an  addrefs, 
importing,  that  Gregg  had  difcovercd  fecrets  of  ftate  to 
the  French  minifter :  that  Alexander  Valiere  and  Joh;i 
Bara  had  nuinaged  a  correfpondence  with  (he  governours 
and  commiflaries  of  Calais  and  Boulogn ;  and,  in  all 
probability,  difcovered  to  the  enemy  the  ftations  of  the 
JJritilh  cruifers,  the  ftreingth  pf  their  convoys,  and  the 
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times  at  which  the  merchant-fhips  proceeded  on  their 
voyages  :  that  all  the  papers  in  the  office  of  Mr*  Secre- 
1707.  tary  Harley  had  been  for  a  confiderable  time  expofed  to 
the  view  of  the  meaneft  clerks ;  and  that  the  perufal  of  all 
thp  letters  to  and  from  the  French  prifoners  had  been 
chiefly  trufted  to  Gregg,  a  perfon  of  a  very  fufpicious  cha- 
radler,  and  known  to  be  extremely  indigent.  The  Queen 
granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man,  in  hope  of  his  making 
fome  important  difcovery  :  but  he  really  knew  nothing  of 
confequence  to  the  nation.  He  was  an  indigent  Scot^ 
who  had  been  employed  as  a  fpy  in  his  own  country,  and 
now  offered  his  fervices  to  Chamillard,  with  a  view, of 
being  rewarded  for  his  treachery :  but  he  was  difcovered 
before  he  had  reaped  any  fruits  from  his  correfpondence. 
As  he  had  no  fecrets  of  importance  to  impart,  he  v«ras 

•  executed  at  Tyburn,  where  he  delivered  a  paper  to  the 
fherifF,  in  which  he  declared  Mr.  Harley  entirely  ignorant 
of  all  his  treafonable  connexions,  notwithftanding  fome 

•  endeavours  that  were  made  to  engage  him  in  an  accufation 
of  that  minifter. 

§  XXIX.  The  Queen  had  refufed  to  admit  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  into  her  prefence,  until  hefliould  have  vindi- 
cated his  conclu6l,  of  which  King  Charles  had  complained 
in  divers  letters.  He  was  eagerly  defirous  of  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry.  His  military  proceedings,  his  negocia-« 
tions,  his  difpofal  of  the  remittances  were  taken  into  con- 
fideration  by  both  Houfes:  but  he  produced  fuch  a  num* 
ber  of  witneffes  and  original  papers  to  juftify  every  tranf- 
aSion,  that  his  character  triumphed  in  the  enquiry,  which 
was  dropped  before  it  produced  any  refolution  in  parlia- 
ment. Then  they  took  cognizance  of  the  ftate  of  affairs 
in  Spain,  and  found  there  had  been  a  great  deficiency  in 
the  Englifh  troops  at  the  battle  of  Almanza.  This,  how- 
ever, was  explained  fo  much  to  their  fatisfadion,  that  they 
voted  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  thanking  her  for  having 
taken  meafures  to  reftore  the  affairs  in  Spain,  and  provide 
foreign  troops  for  that  fervice.  The  bill  for  rendering  the 
vnion  more  complete  naet  v^ith  a  vigoraus  oppofition   in 

the 


ANNE.  121 

the  Houfe  of  Lords  from  the  court-party,  on  account  of 
the  claufe  enacting,  That,  after  the  firft  of  May,  there 
ihould  be  but  one  privy-council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great-  »7o7' 
Britain.  The  miniftry  finding  it  was  ftrenuoufly  fupport* 
ed  by  all  the  Tories,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
other  faftion,  would  have  compromifed  the  difference,  by 
propofing  that  the  privy-council  of  Scotland  fhould  con- 
tinue to  the  firft  day  of  Odober.  They  hinted  this  ex* 
pedient,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  influence  the  enfuing  elec- 
tions: but  their  defign  being  palpable,  the  motion  was 
over-ruled,  and  the  bill  received  the  royal  aiTent :  a  court 
of  Exchequer,  however,  waserefted  in  Scotland  upon  the 
model  of  that  in  England.  The  execution  of  Gregg, 
and  the  examination  of  Valiere  and  Bara,  who  l>ad  a£led 
as  fmugglers  to  the  coaft  of  France,  under  the  proteftion 
of  Hariey,  to  whom  they  engaged  for  inteUigence,  afFedled. 
the  credit  of  that  minifter,  who  was  reviled  and  traduced 
by  the  emifTaries  of  the  Whig  party.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  being  apprifed  of  hi^ 
fecret  practices  with  Mrs.  Mafham,  wrote  to  the  Queen, 
that  they  could  ferve  her  no  longer,  fhould  Mr.  Hariey 
continue  in  the  poft  of  fecretary.  Being  fummoned  to  the 
ta^binet-council,  they  waited  on  her  in  perfon,  and  ex- 
poltulated  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  She  endeavoured  to  ap- 
peafe  their  refentment  with  foft  perfuafion,  which  had  no 
effedl;  and  when  they  retired  from  court,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  the  fpeftators,  fhe  rep^ired^  in  perfon  to  the 
council.  There  Mr.  Secretary  Hariey  began  to  explain 
the  caufe  of  their  meeting,  which  was  fome  circumftance 
relating  to  foreign  affairs.  The  Duke  of  Somerfet  faid 
he  did  not  fee  how  they  could  deliberate  on  fuch  mattery 
while  the  general  and  treafurer  were  abfent:'  the  other 
members  obferved  a  fullen  filence;  fo  that  the  coun- 
cil broke  up,  and  the  Queen  found  herfelf  in  danger  of 
being  abandoned  by  her  miniflers.  Next  day  her  Ma- 
jefty  fent  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  told  him  that 
Hariey  ihould  immediately  refign  his  office,  which  was 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer: 
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chequed:  but  (he  deeply  refented  the  deportment  of  the 
Duke  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  from  whom  (he  en- 
•1707.  tirely  withdrew  her  confidence.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  at- 
torney-general. Sir  Thdmas  Manfel,  comptroller  of  the 
houfehold)  and  Mr.  St.  John,  relinquiihed  their  feveral 
pofts  upon  the  difgrace  of  Harlcy. 

§  XXX.  The  kingdom  was  at  this  period  aUrmed  with  a 
threatened  invafion  from  France.  The  Court  of  St.  Ger- 
main's had  fent  over  one  Colonct  Hook  with  credentials  to 
Scotland,  to  learn  the  fituation,  number,  and  ability  of  the 
Pretender's  friends  in  that  country.  This  minifter,  by  his 
mifcondu3,  produced  adivifion  among  the  Scottiih  Jaco- 
bites. Being  a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  Perth^  he  attached 
himfelf  wholly  to  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  thofe  other 
sealous  partifans  who  were  bent  upon  receiving  the  Pre- 
tender without  conditions;  and  he  neglected  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  the  Earl  Marifchal,  and  other  adherents  of  that 
boufe,  who  adopted  the  more  moderate  principles  avowed  by 
the  Earl  of  Middletbn.  At  his  return  to  France,  he  made 
fuch  a  favourable  report  of  the  difpofitiofi  and  power  of  the 
Scottifli  nation,  that  Louis  refolved  to  equip  an  armament, 
and  fend  over  the  Pretender  to  that  kingdom.  His  pretence 
was  to  ^abli(h  that  prince  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  : 
but  his  real  kim  was  to  make  a  divifion  from  the  Nether- 
lands, and  excite  a  revolt  in  Great-Britain,  which  (hould 
hinder  Queen  Anne  from  exerting  herfelf  againft  France 
on  the  continent.  He  began  to  make  preparations  for  this 
expedition  at  Dunkirk,  where  a  fquadron  was  aflfembled 
under  the  command  of  the  C!)hevalier  de  Fourbin ;  and  a 
body  of  land-forces  were  embarked  with  Monfieur  de  Gace, 
afterwards  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Marefchal  de 
Matignon.  The  Pretender,  who  had  affumed  the  name  of 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  was  furnifhed  with  fervices 
of  gold  and  (ilver  plate,  fumptuous  tents,  rich  clothes  for 
hU  life-guardS)  fplendid  liveries,  and  all  forts  of  necef- 
Clries  even  to  profufion.  Louis  at  parting  prefented  him 
wSthafword  ftudded  with  valuable  diamonds,  and  re- 
peated what  he  had  formerly  faid  to  this  adventurer's  fother : 

4  «  H, 
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^  He  hoped  he  (hould  ikever  fee  him  again.'*  The  Pope 
cobtf ibuted  to  the  expenfe  of  this  expedition,  and  accom- 
mbdated  him  with  divers  religious  infcriptions,  which  1707. 
irere  wrought  upon  his  colours  and  ftandards.  Queen 
Ann^  being  informed  of  thefe  preparations,  and  the  defign 
of  the  French  monarch,  communicated  to  the  Commons 
the  advices  which  (he  had  received  from  Holland  and  the 
Netherlands,  touching  the  deftination  of  the  Dunkirk 
armament :  both  Houfes  concurred  in  an  addrefs,  aiTuring 
ber  they  would  af&ft  her  Majefty  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes againft  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  her 
other  enemies.  Then  they  paffed  a  bill,  enafting.  That 
the  oath  of  abjuration  fhould  be  tendered  to  all  perfons,,and 
fuch  as  refufed  to  take  it  fhould  be  in  the  condition  of 
cnnvrdted  recufants.  By  another,  they  fufpended  the  Ha- 
lieas  Corpus  zQ.  till  Oflober,  with  relation  to  perfons  ap- 
prehended by  the  government  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable 
practices.  The  Pretender  and  his  adherents  were  pro- 
claimed traitors , and  rebels;  and  a  bill  was  pafTed,  difcharg- 
in£  the  clans  of  Scotland  from  all  vafTalage  to  thofe  chiefs 
who  £hould  take  lip  arms  againft  her  Majefty.  Tranfpbrts 
were.hired  to  bring  over  ten  Britifli  battalions  from  Oftend  : 
a  large  fleet  being  equipped  with  incredible  diligence, 
failed  from  Deal  towards  Dunkirk,  under  the  condu£l  of 
6ir  John  Leake,  Sir  George  Byng,  and  Lord  Durfley. 
The  French  imagined  that  Leake  had  failed  to  Lifbon, 
and  that  Britain  was  unprovided  of  {hips  of  war  ;  fo  that 
they  were  amaaed  and  cottfounded  when  this  fleet  appeared 
off  Mardyke :  a  ftop  was  immediately  put  to  the  embark- 
ation oftheir  troops  :  frequent  expreflTes  were  defpatched 
to  Paris:  the  Count  de  Fourbin  reprefented  to  the  French 
King  the  little  probability  of  fucceeding  in  this  enterprife, 
and  thedartger  that  wou^d  attend  the  attempt :  but  he  re- 
ceived pofitivc  orders  to  embark  the  forces,  and  fet  fail 
with  the  iirfl  favonirable  wind. 

§XKXL  The  firitifli  fleet  being  forced  fr«m  their 
ftadon  hy  fevere  weather  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March > 
^  Ffdocda  iipadron  fail^  «>n  die  feventeenth  from  the 

road 
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road  of  Dunkirk :  but  the  wind   (hifting,  it  anchored  in 
Newport-pits,  till  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  whea 
J707.       they  fet  fail  again  with  a  fair  breefe,  fleering  their  courfc 
for  Scotland.     Sir  George  Byng  having   received  advice 
of-their  departure,  from  an  Oftend  veffel  fentoutfor  that 
purpofe  by  Major-General  Cadogan,  gave  chafe  to   the 
enemy^    after  having- detached  a  fquadron  under  Admiral 
Baker,  to  convoy  the  troops  that'were  embarked  at  Oftend 
for  England.     On   the  tenth  day  of  March,   the  Queen 
went  to  the  Houfe   of  Peers,  where,  in  a  fpeech   to  both 
Houfes,   fbe  told    them  that  the   French  fleet  had   failed  ; 
that  Sir  George  Byng  was  in  purfuit   of  them;  and  that 
ten  battalions  of  her '  troops  were  expeded  every  day  in 
England.     This   intimation  was   followed  by  two   very 
warm  addreffes  from  the  Lords  and  Commons,  in    which 
they  repeated  their  affurances  of  ftanding by  her  againft  aU 
her  enemies.     They  exhorted  her  to  perfevere  in  fupport- 
ing  the  common  caufe,  notwithftanding  this  petty  attempt 
to  difturb  her  dominions  5  and  levelled  fome  fevere  iniinu- 
^tions  againft  thofe  who  endeavoured,  to  foment  jealoufies 
between  herMajefty  and  her  moft  faithful  fervants.     Ad- 
•d relies  on  the  fame  occafion  were   fent  up  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom;    fo  that  the  Queen  feemed  to  look 
with   contempt  upon  the  defigns  of  the  enemy* .   Several 
regiments  of  foot,  with  fome  fquadrons  of  cavalry,    began 
^heir  march  for  Scotland :    the  Earl  of  Leven,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  in  that  country,   and  governor  of  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh,   haftened  thither  to  put  that  fortrefs 
in  a  pofture  of  defenfe,  and  to  make  the  propier  difpofitions 
to  oppofethe  Pretender  at  his  Janding.     But  the  vigilance 
of  Sir  George  Byng  rendered  all  thefe  precautions  unne- 
ceflTary,     He  failed  direftly  to  the  frith  of  Edinburgh, 
where  he  arrived  almoft  as  foon   as  the  enemy,  who  im- 
mediately took  the  advantage  of  a  land  breefe,   and  bore 
away  with   all   the  fail  they  could  carry.     The  Engliih^ 
Admiral  gave  chafe-  and  the  Salifbury,  ^one  of  their  ihips, 
was  boarded  and  taken.     At  aight  Monfteur  de  Fourbia 
^tered  his  courfes  fo  that  next. day  they,  wer^  out  of  xeach 
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©f  the  Engllfh  fquadron.     The   Pretender  defired   they     CHAP, 
would  proceed  to  the  northward,  and  land  him  at  Inver-   ,_  _  /_  ^ 
nefs,  and  Fourbin  feemed  willing  to  gratify  his   requeft  :       l^o^J• 
but  the  wind  changing,  and  blowing  in  their  teeth  with 
great  violence,  he  reprefented  the,  danger  of  attempting 
to  profecute   the  voyage;  and,  with  the   confent  of  the         ^ 
Chevalier  de  St.    George  and   his  general,  returned  to 
Dunkirk,  after  having  been  tofled  about  a  whole  month  in 
very  tempeftuous  weather.     In  the  mean  time.  Sir  George 
Byng  failed  up  to  Leith  road,  where  he  received  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  box,  as  a  tefti-* 
mony  of  gratitude  for  his  having  delivered  them  from  the 
dreadful  apprehenfions  under  which  they  laboured. 

§  XXXII.  Certain  it*  is,  the  Pretender  cpuld  not  have 
ehofen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a  ^efcent 
upon  Scotland.  The  people  in  general  were  difaffedted  to 
the  government  on  account  of  the  union :  the  regular 
troops  under  Leven  did  not  exceed  five-and-twenty  hun- 
dred men,  and  even  great  part  of  thefe  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  joined  the  invader :  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh 
was  deftitute  of  ammunition^  and  would  in  all  appearance 
hav^e  furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons ;  in  which  cafe  the 
Jacobites  muft  have  been  matters  of  the  equivalent  money 
lodged  in  that  fortrefs :  a  good  number  of  Dutch  {hips 
loaded  with  cannon,  fmall  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  large 
fum  of  money,  had  been  driven  on  fhore  in  the  fliire  of 
Angus,  where  they  would  have  been  feifed  by  the  friends 
of  the  Pretender,  had  the  French  troops  been  landed  j  and 
all  the  adherents  of  that  houfe  were  ready  to  appear  in  arms 
In  England,  fuch  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  Bank,  by 
thofe  who  favoured  the  invafion,  and  thofe  who  dreaded 
a  revolution,  that  the  publlckcredit  feemed  to  be  in  danger. 
The  Commons  refolved.  That  whoever  defignedly  endea- 
voured to  deftroy  orleflen  thepublick  credit,  efpecially  at  a 
time  when  the  kingdom  was  threatened  with  an  invafion, 
was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  niifdemeanour,  and  an  enemy 
to  her  Majefty  and  the  kingdom.  The  Lord-Treafurer  fig- 
nified  to  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  that  her  Majefty  would 
jl  allow. 
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allow,  for  fix  months,  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent  updn  theif 
bills,   which  was   double    the   ufual  rate;  and  confider- 
1707.       able  fums  of  money  were  offered   to  them  by  this  noble- 
man, as  well  as  by  the  Dukes  of  Marlborough,  Newcaftle, 
Boyer.  and  Somcrfct.     The  French,  Dutch,  and    Jewi(b  mcr- 

FcuquuJres.  cbants,  whofe  intereft  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  connected 
Daniel.  with  the  fafety  of  the  Bank,  exerted  themfclves  for  its  fup- 
V.  of  Marl-  P^^t  j  and  the  diredors  having  called  in  twenty  per  cent. 
borough.  upon  their  capital  ftock,  were  enabled  to  anfwcr  all 
the\>uchcfs  the  demands  of  the  timorous  anddifaffefied.  All  the  no- 
of  Maribo-  blemen  and  perfons  of  diftindlion  in  Scotland,  fufpeQed  of 
Frifnd.  ^n  attachment  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,   wer^  ap- 

Burchet.        prehended,  and  either  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Edin- 
Lives  of  the  burgh,  or  brought  up  to  London,   to  be  confined  in  the 
Admirals.      Towcr  or  in  Newgate.     Among  thefe  was  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  who  found  means  to  make  his  peace  with  the 
Whigminifters;  and  in  a  little  time,  the  other   prifoners 
were  admitted  to  bail*. 

§  XXXIIF. 

•  Three  Camifars,  or  proteftants,  from  the  Cevennois,  haviiig  made  their 
efcape,  and  repaired  to  London,  acquired  about  this  time  the  appellation  of 
French  prophets,  from  their  enthuflaftick  gefticulafions  effulions,  and  cotk* 
vulfions  y  and  even  formed  a  fp£t  of  their  countrymen*  The  Frencli  reiugees, 
fcandalifed  at  their  behaviour,  and  authorifed  by  the  Bi^op  of  i(oadon%  ^ 
fuperior  of  the  French  congregations,  refolved  to  enquire  into  the  miiSon  of 
thcfe  pretended  prophets,  whofe  names  were  Elias  Marion,  John  CavaHier, 
and  Durand  Fage.  They  were  declared  impoftors  and  counterfeits.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  decifion,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  bifliops,  they  continued 
their  affemblies  in  Soho,  under  the  countenance  of  Sir  Richard  BuUceley  and 
John  Lacy.  They  reviled  the  minifters  of  the  eftabiifhed  church  :  they  de- 
nounced judgements  againft  the  city  of  London,  and  the  whole  Britifii  nation  ; 
andpubliHied  their  predictions,  compofed  of  unihtcUible  jargon.  Then  they 
were  profecuted  at  thcexpenfe  of  the  French  churches,  as  difturbcrs  of  thei 
publick  peace,  and  falfe  prophets.  They  were  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twenty  marks  each,  and  ftand  twice  on  a  fcaftbld,  with  papers  on  their  brcafti 
denoting  their  offtnfe  t  a  fentence  which  was  executed  acc6rdmgly  at  Chariag- 
Crofs,  and  the  KoyaUExciiaDge. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  was  relident  from  the 
Queen  at  the  court  of  Charles,  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  this 
monarch,  which  would  have  proved  extremely  advantageous  to  Great-Britain, 
had  he  been  firmly  eftabliflted  on  the  throne  of  Spain.  Jt  was  fl^ipulated  that 
the  Englifli  merchants  fhould  enjoy  the  privilege  of  importing  all  kinds  of 
nerchandife  from  the  coaft  of  Barbary  into  the  maritime  places  of  Spain, 
^  without 
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§  XXXm.  On  the  firft  day  of  April,  the  parliament  ^'^^^• 
was  prorogued,  and  afterwards  diflblved  by  proclamation. 
Writs  were  iffucd  out  for  new  eledtions,  together  with  a  170s 
proclamation,  commanding  all  the  peers  of  North- Bri- 
tain to  afiemble  at  Holyrood-houfe  in  Edinburgh,  on  the 
feventeenth  day  of  June,  to  ele£t  fixteen  peers  to  repre- 
fent  them  in  the  enfuing  Brttifli  parliament,  purfuant  to 
the  twenty-fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  union.  After 
the  diflfolution  of  the  parliament,  the  Lords  Gri£Bn, 
Clermont,  two  fons  of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  and  feveral 
Stottifh  and  Irifli  officers,  who  had  been  taken  on  board 
the  Salisbury,  were  brought  to  London,  and  impri- 
foned  in  the  Tower  or  in  Newgate.  Lord  Griffin  being 
attainted  by  outlawry,  for  kigh-treafon  conamitted  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  was  brought  to  the  bar  in  the 
court  of  KingVBench,  and  a  rule  made  for  his  execu- 
tion :  but  he  was  reprieved  from  month  to  inonth,  until  he 
died  of  a  natural  death  in  prifon.  The  privy^coundl  of 
Scotland  was  dlflTolved :  the  Duke  of  Queen(berry  was 
created  a  Britiih  peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rippon, 
Marquis  of  Beverly,  and  Duke  of  Dover;  and  the  office 
of  fecretary  at  war,  vacant  by  the  refignation  of  Henry 
St.  John,  was  beftowed  upon  Robert  Walpole,  a  gentle- 
man who  had  rendered  hlmfelf  confiderable  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  whofe  condu<5t  we  (hall  have  occaiion 
to  mention  more  at  large  in  the  fequeL  About  the  fame 
time,  a  proclamation  was  ifTued  for  diftributing  prizes,  in 
certain  proportions,  to  the  difFerent\)fficers  and  feamen  of 
the  royal  navy;  a  regulation  that  ftill  prevails. 

§  XXXIV. 

without  paying  any  higher  duty  than  if  that  mercKandiTe  ha4  been  the  produc^^ 
of  Great-Britain  J  and  that  even  thefe  duties  ihpi;ld  not  be  paid  till  fix  montha 
«fler  the  merchandife  ihouU  be  landed  and  fold>  the  merchants  giving  feci^ity 
for  the  cuiloms.  It  was  agreed  that  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Spaniih 
Weft-Indies  ihoitld  be  carried  on  by  a  joint  compsfay  of  Spanish  and  Britiih 
merchants;  and  in  the  interim,  as  the  greater  part  of  that  country  was  la 
the  hands  of  Philip,  his  competitor  confented  that  the  Britilh  fubje^ts  ihould 
trade  freely  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Well-Indies  with  ten  ihips  of  five  hundred 
tons  each,  under  fuch  convoy  as  her  Britannick  Majefty  ihould  think  fit  t» 
appoint* 
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§  XXXIV.  The  French  King,  not  at  all  difcouragcd 
by  the  mifcarriage  of  his  projedted  invafion,  refolved  to 
i7oS»  improve  the  advantages  he .  had  gained  on  the  continent 
during  the  laft  campaign ;  and  indeed  he  made  efforts  that 
Were  altogether  incredible,  confidering  the  confumptive 
ftate  of  his  finances*.  He  affembled  a  prodigious  army 
in  the  Netherlands,  under  the  command  q{  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  aflifted  by  Vendome,  and  accompanied  by  the 
Duke  of  Berry  and  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George.  The 
Eleflor  of  Bavaria  was  deftined  to  the  comn>and  of  the 
troops  upon  the  Rliine,  where  he  was  feconded  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick;  and  the  Marefchal  de  Villeroy  was 
fent  to  condu<5l  the  forces  in  Dauphine.  ■  About  the  latter 
end  of  March,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  the 
Hague,  where  he  was  met  by  Prince  Eugene  :  thefe  two 
celebrated  generals  conferred  with  the  Penfionary  Hcin- 
fius,  and  the  deputies  of  the  States- General.  Then  they 
made  an  excurfion  to  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  .upon 

the 

*  Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign^  a  vefry  daring  enterprife  was  formed 
by  one  Colonel  Queintern,  a  partifan  in  the  Imperial  army.  This  joaanhiida 
fcheme  for  carrying  off  the  Dauphin  of  France  from  the  Qourt  of  Verfailies^ 
He  felefted  thirty  men  of  approved  valour  for  this  undertaking.  He  procured 
pafles  for  them,  and  they  rendezvoufed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  March^  in  the  evening,  he  and  his  accomplices  ftopped 
a  coach  and  fix,  with  the  King^s  liveries,  and  arrcfted  the  perfon  who  was  in  it, 
on  the  fuppofition  of  his  being  a  prince  of  the  blood.  It  was,  however,  M, 
de  Berringhen,  the  King's  firft  equerry.  This  officer  they  mounted  on  a 
fpare  horfe,  and  fet  out  for  the  Low  Countries :  but,  being  little  acquainted 
with  the  roads,  they  did  not  reach  Chantilly  till  next  morning,  when  they 
heard  the  Toxen,  or  alarm  bell,  and  thence  concluded  that  detachments  were 
fentoutinpurfuit  of  them.  Neverthelefs,  they  proceeded,  boldly,  and  would 
certainly  have  carried  the  point,  had  not  Queintern  halted  three  hours  for  the 
refreihment  of  his  prifoner,  who  complained  of  his  being  indifpofed.  He  like- 
wife  procured  a  chaife,  and  ordered  the  back  of  it  to  be  lowered  for  his  con- 
venience. Thefe  a6ts  of  humanity  retarded  himfo  much,  that  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  detachment  of  horfe  at  Hamj  within  three  hours  ride  of  a  place 
of  fafety.  Finding  himfelf  furrounded,  he  thought  proper  to  furrender,  and 
M.  de  Berringhen  treated  him  with  great  generofity,  for  the  civilities  he  had 
experienced  at  his  hands.  He  carried  him  back  to  Vcrfailles;  and  lodged  him. 
in  his  own  apartments.  Madame  de  Berringhen  made  him  a  confiderable 
prefent:  and  the  Kin|  ordered  him  and  his  companions  to  be  difcharged,  on 
account  of  the  courage  and  humanity  they  had  difplayed. 
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the  Elcdor  to  be  (atisfied  with  aditig  upon  the  defenfive  CHAP. 
in  his  command  6n  the  Rhine,  and  fpare  part  of  his  i^  _^  ^ 
forces^  that  the  confederates  might  be  enabled  to  make  1708. 
Tigorous  eiForts  in  the  Netherlands.  The  Prince  pro- 
cmied  to  Vienna,  and  the  Duke  immediately  returned 
to  Flanders,  where  he  aflembled  the  army  towards  the 
latter  end  of  May.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  that 
month,  the  Ouke  de  Vendome  marched  to  Soignies,  and 
fo&Jed  himfelf  within  three  leagues  of  the  confederates, 
who  were  encamped  at  Billin^hen  and  Halle.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  having  received  intelligence  that  the  ene- 
my were  on  their  march  by  Bois-Seigneur-Ifaac  to  Braine« 
]a*Leuwe,  concluded  their  intention  was  to  take  poft  on 
the  banks  of  the  Deule,  to  hinder  the  allies  from  palling 
that  river,  and  to  occupy  Louvaine.  He,  therefoit,  com* 
manded  the  army  to  march   all  night,   and  on  the  third  « 

day  of  June  encamped  at  Tcrbank,  General  D'Auver- 
quef que  fixing  his  quarters  in  the  Tuburbs  of  Louvaine^ 
while  the  French  advanced  no  farther  than  Genap  and 
Braine>la-Leuwe.  As  they  were  more  numerous  than  the 
confederates,  and  headed  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  the 
generals  of  the  allies  at  firft  expeded  that  they  would  hazard 
a  bfittle:  but  their  fcheme  was  to  retrieve  by  ftratagem  the 
places  they  had  loft  in  Flanders.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria 
had  rendered  himfelf  extremely  popular  in  the  great  towns: 
the  Count  de  Bergeyck,  who  had  confiderable  intereft 
among  {hem,  was  devoted  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon :  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  cities  were  naturally 
inconftant  and  mutinous,  and  particularly  difiacisfied  with 
the  Dutch  gov>^rnment.  The  French  generals  refolved  to 
profit  by  thefe  circumftances.  A  detachment  of  their 
troop5,  under  the  firigadeers  la  Faille  and  Pafteur,  fur- 
prifed  the  city  of  Ghent,  in  which  there  was  no  garrifon  : 
at  the  fame  time,  the  Count  de  la  Motte,  with  a  ftrong 
body  of  forces,  appeared  before  Bruges,  which  was  fur-  ' 
rendered  to  him  without  oppofition :  then  he  made  a  fruit* 
lefs  attempt  upon  Damme,  and  marched  to  the  little  fort 
of  PlaiTendhal,  which  he  took  by  aflault.  The  Duke  of 
Vol.  II.        '  K  Marlborough 
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Marlborough  was  no  fooncr  apprifed  of  the  enemy's  having 
fent  a  ftrong  detachment  towards  Tubize,  than  he  march- 
ed from  Terbank,  paiTed  the  canal,  and  encam^d  at  An- 
derlech.  The  French  crofled  the  Senne  at  Halle  and 
Tubize,  and  the  allies  refolved  to  attack  them  next  morn- 
ing: but  the  enemy  pafled  the  Dender  in  the  night  with 
great  expedition;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  next  day 
encamped  at  A  fche,  where  he  was  joined  by  Prince  Eu- 
gene, who  bad  marched  with  a  cor^iderable  re-enforcement 
of  Germans  from  the  Mofelle.  The  enemy  underftanding 
that  this  general  was  on  his  march,  determined  to  reduce 
Oudenerde,  the  only  pafs  on  the  ScheMe  poiTefled  by  the 
confederates;  and  invefted  it  on  the  ninth  day  of  July, 
hoping  to  fubdue  it  before  the  allies  could  be  re-enforced* 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  immediately  in  motion, 
and  made  a  furpriiing  march  from  Afche,  as  far  as.Herfe- 
lingen,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  re-enforcement.  Then 
he  took  pofleffion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  LeiSnes,  which 
the  French  had  intended  to  occupy,. in  order  to  cover  the 
fiege  of  Oudenarde. 

§  XXXV.  Thus  difappointed,  the  French  generals 
altered  their  refolution,  abandoned  Oudenarde,  and  began 
to  pafs  the  Schelde  at  Gavre.  The  two  generals  of  the 
confederates  were  bent  upon  bringing  them  to  an  engage- 
ment. Cadogan  was  fent  with  fixteen  battalions  and  eight 
fquadrons  to  repair  the  roads,  and  throw  bridges  over  the 
Schelde  below  Oudenarde.  The  army  was  in  motion  at 
eight  o^clock,  and  marched  with  fuch  expedition,  that 
by  two  in  the  afternoon  the  horfe  had  reached  the  bridges 
over  which  Cadogan  and  his  detachment  were  pacing. 
The  enemy  had  pofted  feven  battalions  in  the  village  of 
Heynem,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the 
French  houfehold-troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle 
on  the  adjacent  plain,  oppofite  to  a  body  of  troops  under 
Major- General  Rantzaw,  who  were  pofted  behind  a 
rivulet  that  ran  into  the  river.  The  Duke  de  Vendome 
intended  to  attack  the  confederates  when  one  half  of  their 
army  ftiouid  have  paiTed  the  Schelde :  but  he  was  thwarted 

by 
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hy  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  ieemed  to  be  perplexed 
and  irrefolute.  This  prince  had  ordered  the  troops  to 
halt  in  their  march  to  Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not  yet  formed 
any  refolution;  and  now  he  recalled  the  fquadrons  from 
the  plain,  determined  to  avoid  a  battle.  Vendome  re« 
monftrated  againft  this  condu£lr,  and  the  difpute  continued 
till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
allied  army  had  palled  the  Schelde  without  oppofition« 
Then  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  declared  for  an  engagement, 
and  Vendome  fubmitted  to  his  opinion  with  great  re* 
ludance,  as  the  opportunity  was  now  loft,  and  the  army 
unformed.  Major-Gcneral  Grimaldi  was  ordered  to  at- 
tack Rantzaw  with  the  horfe  of  the  King's  houfehold, 
vrho,  finding  the  rivulet  marihy,  refufi^d  to  charge,  and 
retired  to  the  right.  Mean  while  Cadogan  attacked  the 
village  of  Heynem,  which, he  took,  with  three  of  the 
ieven  battalions  by  which  it  was  guarded.  Rantzaw 
pafHng  the  rivulet,  advanced  into  the  plain,  and  drove 
before  him  feveral  fquadrons  of  the  enemy.  In  this  attack 
the  eleftoral  Prince  of  Hanover,  his  late  Majefty,  Geo.  II. 
charged  at  the  head  of  Bulau's  dragoons  with  great  intre- 
pidity. His  horfe  was  (hot  under  him,  and  Colonel 
Lafchky  killed  by  his  fide.  Divers  French  regiments 
^were  entirely  broken,  and  a  good  number  of  officers  and 
ftandards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Hanoverians.  The 
confederates  continued  ftill  paffing  the  river  :  but  few  or 
none  of  the  infantry  were  come  up  till  five  in  the  after- 
noon>  when  the  Duke  of  Argyle  arrived  with  twenty 
battalions,  which  immediatelv  fuftained  a  vigorous  aflault 
from  the  enemy.  By  this  time  the  French  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  j  and  the  allies  being  formed  as  they 
pafled  the  river,  both  armies  were  engaged  through  the 
whole  extent  of  their  lines  about  feven  in  the  evening. 
Europe  had  not  for  many  years  produced  two  fuch  noble 
armies :  above  one  hundred  general  officers  appeared  in 
the  field,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  colonels  fought  at 
the  head  of-their  refpe£tive  regiments.  The  number  of 
the  French  exceeded  that  of  the  allies  by  twelve  thpufand : 
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but  their  generals  were  divided;  their  forces  tll-dirpoied  f 
and  the  men  difpirited  by  the  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of 
their  adverfaries.  They  feemed  fron  the  beginning  averfe 
to  an  engagement,  and  zSted  in  hurry  and  trepidation. 
Neverthekfs,  the  aSion  was  maintained  until  General 
D'Auverquerque  and  Count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on 
the  left  of  the  allies,  obliged  the  right  of  the  enemy  ta 
give  ground ;  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with  Count 
Oxienftern,  attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch  in- 
fantry. Then  they  began  to  give  way,  and  retired  in 
great  confufion.  The  Duke  de  Vendome  alighting  from 
his  horfe,  rallied  the  broken  battalions,  called  the  officers^ 
by  name,  cbnjured  them  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their 
country,  and  animated  the  men  with  his  voice  and  exam- 
ple. But,  notwithftanding  all  his  endeavours,  they  were 
forced  back  among  the  enclofures  in  great  confufion. 
Some  regiments  were  cut  in  pieces :  others  defired  to  capi- 
tulate; and,  if  the  darknefs  had  not  interpofed,  their 
whole  army  would  have  been  ruined.  The  night  coming 
on,,  to  that  it  became  impoffible  to  diftinguifli  friends 
from  enemies,  the  two  generals  ordered  the  troops  to 
ceafe  firing,  and  the  enemy  took  this  opportunity  of  efcap* 
ing,  by  the  road  which  leads  from  Oudenarde  to  Ghent. 
The  Duke  de  Vendome  feeing  the  French  forces  flying  in. 
the  utmoft  terrour  and  precipitation,  formed  a  rear-guard 
of  about  five>and-twenty  fquadrons^  and  as  many  batta- 
lions, with  which  he  iecured  the  retreat.  To  this  pre- 
caution the  fafety  of  their  army  was  entirely  owing ;  for 
at  day-break  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fent  a  large  de- 
tachment of  horfe  and  foot,,  under  the  Lieutenant-Generals- 
Bulau  and  Lumley,  to  purfue  the  fugitives :  but  the 
hedges  and  ditches  that  ikirted  the  road  were  tined  witb 
the  French  grenadiers  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  cavalr3r 
eould  not  form,  and  they  were  obliged  to  defift.  The 
French  reached  Ghent  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
marching  through  the  city,  encamped  at  Lovendegen  on 
the  canaL  There  they  thought  proper  to  caft  up  en- 
trenchments,   upon  which  they  planted  their  artillery,. 

which. 
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idiich  they  had  left  at  Gavre  with  their  heavy  haggle. 
A3}oat  three  thoufaod  were  flain  on  the  field  of  battle  :  two 
thoufand  deferted  $  and  about  fevea  thoufanc}  were  taken, 
including  a  great^numher  of  officers,  together  with  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  above  an  hundred  Aandards  and  colours,  and  four 
thoufand  horfes.  The  lofs  of  the  allies  did  not  amount  to 
two  thoufand  men ;  nor  was  oneofiicer  of  diftindion  killed 
on  their  fide  during  the  whole  engagement ♦•  After  the 
confederates  had  rafted  two  days  on  the  field  of  battle,  a 
detachment  was  ordered  to  level  the  French. lines  between 
Ypres  and  the  Lys  :  another  was  fent  to  raife  contribu- 
tions as  far  as  Arras:  they  ravaged  the  country,  and 
flruck  terrour  even  into  the  city  of  Paris.  While  the 
allies  plundered  the  province  of  Picardy,  a  detachment 
from  the  French  army,  under  the  Chevalier  de  Rozen, 
made  an  irruption  into  Dutch*Flanders;  broke  through 
the  lines  of  Bervliet,  which  had  been  left  ungMarded,  and 
made  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland  4>f  Cadfandt,  which  they 
laid  under  contribution. 

§  XXXVI.  The  gen^als  of  the  allies  now  undertook 
an  enterprife,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  generals^ 
favoured  of  rafhnefs  and  inconfiderate  felf-fufficiency. 
This  was  the  fiege  of  LLfle,  the  ftrongeft  town  in  Flanders, 
provided  with  all  necefikries,  ftore  of  ammunition,  and;  a 
garrifon  re^-enforced  with  one-and-twenty  battalions ,  of 
the  beft  troops  in  France,  commanded  by  Marefchal  de 
Bouffiers  in  perfon.  But  thefe  were  not  the  principal 
difficulties  which  the  allies  encountered.  The  enemy  had 
cut  o(F  the  communication  between  tkem  and  their  maga- 
zines at  Antwerp  and  Sas- Van-Ghent ;  fo  that  they  were 
obliged  to  bring  their  convoys  from  Oftend  along  a  narrow 
caufeway,  expofed  to  the  attack  of  an  army  more  nume- 
rous than  that  with  which  they  fat  down  before  Lifle.  On 
the  thirteenth  of  Auguft  it  was  invefted  on  one  fide  by 

K  3  Prince 

*  Among  the  officers  wlio  were  engaged  in  this  battle,  old  General 
I>*AuTerquerque  and  th«  Duks  of  Arnyie  4iitioguiihed  thexnfelves  by  the 
•fBoft  extraordinary  valour  and  adivity. 
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Prince  Eugene,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Prince  of  Orange-* 
Naffaa,    Stadtholder  of  Fricfland;    while  the  Duke  of 
i7o8,       Marlborough  encamped  at  Helchin,  to  cover  the  fiege. 
The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
Auguft,    and  carried  on  with  that  vigour  and  alacrity 
which  is  always  infpired  by  viftory  and  fuccefs.     The 
Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendome  being  now  joined  by 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  relieve  the 
place;    and  made  feveral   marches  and  counter- marches  * 
for  this  purpofe.     Marlborough,   being  appri fed  of  their 
intention,  marched  out  of  his  lines  to  give  them  battle, 
being  re-enforced  by  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  from 
the  fiege,  including  Auguftus  King  of  Poland,  and   the 
Landgrave  of  Hefll,  as  voluntiers  :  but  the  enemy  declined 
an  engagement,  and  the  allies  returned  to  their  camp, 
which   they  fortified    with   an   entrenchment.     On    the 
feventh  day  of  September,  the  befiegcrs  took  by  afiault 
the  counterfcarp  of  Lifle,  after  an  obftinate  aSion,  in 
which  they  loft  a  thoufand  men.     The  French  generals 
continued  to  hover  about  the  camp  of  the  confederates, 
which  they  aftually  cannonaded ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough again  formed  his  army  in  order  of  battle  :   but 
their  defign  was  only  to  harrafs  the  allies  with  continual 
alarms,  and  interrupt  the  operations  of  the  fiege.     They 
endeavoured  to  furprife  the  town  of  Aeth,   by  means  of  a 
fccret  correfpondence  with  the  inhabitants  :  but  the  con- 
fpiracy  was  difcovered  before  it  took  effed.     Then  they 
cut  ofF  all  communication  between  the  befiegers  and  the 
Schelde,    the  banks  of  which  they  fortified  with  ftrong 
entrenchments,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon ;  (o 
that  now  all  the  ftores  and  neceiTaries  were  fent  to  the 
camp  of  the  confederates  from  Oftend.     On  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  September,  Prince  Eugene,  who  was  in  the 
trenches,  feeing  the  troops  driven  by  the  enemy  from  a 
lodgement  they  had  made  on  the  counterfcarp  of  the  Te- 
naille,  rallied  and  led  them  back  to  the  charge :  but  being 
wounded  over  the  left  eye  with  a  ipulket-fliot,   he  was 
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obliged  to  retire,  and  for  fome  days  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
cough  fuftained  the  whole  command,  both  in*  the  Tiege, 
and  of  the  covering  army.  On  the  twenty-third  the 
Tenaille  was  ftormed,  and  a  lodgement  made  along  the 
covered* way.  Marefchal  Boufflers  having  found  means 
to  inform  the  Duke  de  Vendome  that  his  ammunitioii  was 
almoft  expended,  this  general  detached  the  Chevalier  de 
Luxemburg,  with  a  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  to  lupply 
•  the  place  with  gunpowder,  every  man  carrying  a  bag  of 
forty  pounds  upon  the  crupper*  They  were  difcovered  ia 
paffing  through  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  purfued  to  the 
barrier  of  the  town,  into  which  about  three  hundred  were 
admitted :  but  a  great  number  were  killed  by  the  confede- 
rates, or  miferably  deftroyed  by  the  explofion  of  the 
powder  which  they  carried. 

§  XXXVII.  The  nejfct  attempt  of  the  French  generals 
was  to  intercept  a  convoy  from  Oftend.  The  Count  de 
la  Motte  marched  from  Ghent,  with  about  two-and- 
twenty  thoufand  men,  to  attack  this  convoy,  which  was 
guarded  by  fix  thoufand  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  Ma* 
jor-General  Webb.  This  officer  made  fuch  an  admirable 
difpofition  by  -the  wood  of  Wynendale,  and  received  the 
enemy  with  fuch  a  clofe  fire,  that,  after  a  very  warm 
adlion,  that  lafied  two  hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmoft 
confuiion,  notwithftandang  their  great  fuperiority  in 
number,  leaving  fix  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  field  of 
battle;  the  lofs  of  the  allies  not  exceeding  nine  h^undred 
and  twelve  officers  and  foldiers.  This  was  the  mofl  ho« 
nourable  exploit  performed  during  the  whole  war,  and 
of  fuch  confequence  to  the  confederates,  that  if  the  convoy 
had  been  taken,  the  ftege  muft  have  been  raifed.  The 
Dul^ede  Vendome  ordered  the  dykes  between  Bruges  and 
Newport  to  be  cut,  fo  as.to  lay  the  whole  country  under 
water,  ^^n  hopes  of  deflroying  the  communication  between 
Oflend  ^^nd  the  camp  of  the  confederates  ;  and,  after  a 
Jugular  flege,  he  took  Colonel  Caulfield  and  a  body  of 
Britifh  troops  pofled  in  the  village  of  Leffinghen,  by 
nvhofe  means  the  convoys  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Duke 
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of  Marlborough.      On  the  twenty- fecofid  of  Odober^ 
Marefchal  fioufflcrs  defiimi  to  capitulate  for  the  town  of 
Lifle :  next  day  the  articles  were  figned  ;  on  the  twenty'- 
fifth  the  allies  took  pofleiion  of  the  place,  and  the  Ma- 
reichal  retired  into  the  citadel  with  the  remains  of  his 
garrifon,  which,  from  twelve  thoufand,  was  reduced  to 
lefs  than  the  half  of  that  number.     A  negociation  was 
begun  for  the  furrender  of  the  citadel :  but  Boufflers  made 
,    fuch  extravagant  demands  as  were  rejected  with  difdain, 
Hoftilities  were  renewed  on  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  the 
tnonth ;  and  the  Earl  of  Stair  was  detached  to  provide 
corn  for  the  army  in  thediftrifts  of  Fumes  and  Dixmuyde. 
Paring  thefe  tranfadtions,  Velt-Marefchal  d'Auverquerquc 
died  at  Rouffelaer,  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age, 
after  having,  in  above  thirty  campaigns,  exhibited  innu- 
merable proofs  of  uncommon  courage,  ability,  and  mode- 
ration*   The  Duke  de  Vendome  did  not  yet  defpair  of 
obliging  the  confederates  to  abandon  their  eqterprife :  the 
French  minifters  at  Rome  and  Venice  publickly  declared 
the  allied  army  was  cooped  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it 
muft  cither  raife  the  fiege  or  be  familhed.     The  Eleflor 
of  Bavaria,    with  a  deuchment  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
marched  to  Bruflels,  and  attacked  the  counterfcarp  with 
incredible  fury ;  but  was  repulfed  by  the  garrifon,  under 
the  command  of  General  Pafchal,  and  retired  with  preci-« 
pitation,  when  he  nnderftood  that  the  Duke  of.  Marlbo« 
rough  was  in  motion  to  relieve  the  place.  This  nobleman 
and  Prince  Eugene  no  fooner  underftood  the  danger  to 
which  Bru0els  was  expofed,  than  they  marched  with  the 
covering-army  to  the  Schelde,  which  they  paf&d  on  pon- 
toons without  oppofition,  notwithftanding  the  formidable 
works  which  the  French  had  raifed.     They  now  aban- 
doned them  with  precipitation,  to  the  furprife  of  the  con-« 
federates,  who  had  laid  their  account  with  the  lofs  of  a 
thoufand^nen  hi  the  attack.     Having  pafTed  the  river  be- 
tween EfkenaiTe  and  Hauterive,  as  well  as  at  other  places^ 
they  marched  to  Oudenarde,  wheire  they  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  Eledpr  h^  retreated.  Then  Prince  Eugene 
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returned  to  Liflc,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  pro- 
ceeded to  BruiTels,  where  be  was  received  with  joy  and 
acclamadon.     He  afterwards   took  poft  at  Oudenarde,       1708 
fo  as  to  maintain  a  communication  with  Prince  £ugene, 

§  XXXVIII.  The  beficgcrs  having  made  lodgements  and 
raifed  batteries  on  the  fecond  counterfcarp  of  the  citadel, 
fent  a  n>ef{age  to  Boufflers,  intimating,  .that  if  he  would 
furrender  before  the  opening  of  the  batteries^  he  ihould 
have  an  honourable  capitulation;  otherwife  he  and  his 
garrifon  muft  be  ntade  prifoners  of  war.  He  chofe  to 
avoid  the  laft  part  of  the  alternative:  hoftages  were  ex- 
changed on  the  eighth  day  of  December,  and  the  articles 
figned  on  the  tenth ;  when  the  Marefchal  and  his  garrifon 
inarched  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  con* 
du£ied  to  Douay,  In  this  great  enterprife,  fpirit  and 
per&verance  made  amends  for  want  of  forefight  and  fkiH, 
which  was  flagrant  on  the  fide  of  the  confederates ;  yet 
their  fuccefs  was  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  improvi* 
dencc  and  mifcondudt  of  the  befieged.  The  French 
generals  inever  dreamed  that  the  allies  would  attempt  any 
thing  of  confequence  after  the  redu<^ion  of  Lifle,  confi- 
dering  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  and  therefore  they 
returned  to  Paris,  after  having  diftributed  their  army  into 
winter-^quarters.  But  tlieir  indefatigable  antagonifts  were 
determined  to  ftrike  another  ftroke  of  importance  before 
their  forces  (hould  feparate.  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
December  they  invefted  the  city  of  Ghent  on  all  fides  ; 
^uid  on  the  thirtieth,  when  the  batteries  were  ready  to 
open,  the  Count  de  la  Motte,  who  commanded  the  garri- 
fon, defired  to  capitulate.  On  the  third  day  of  the  next 
(nonth  be  marched  out  with  thirty  battalions  and  fixteen 
fquadrons,  which  were  condu£led  to  Tournay;  while  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  with  fix  Britifh  battalions,  took  poflef- 
fion  of  the  town  and  citadel.  Then  the  enemy  abandoned 
Bruges,  Plaiiendahl,  and  LeSengen;  and'- the  generals  of 
the  allies,  having  fettled  the  plan  of  winter  quarters,  re- 
paired to  Holland9  leaving  the  forces  under  the  command 
pf  Count  Tilly.    The  French  King  was  confounded  and 
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difmayed  at  thefe  conquefts  in  the  Netherlands.  Nor  was 
he  eafy  on  the  fide  of  Dauphine  :  in  fpite  of  all  the  vigi- 
X708.  lance  and  activity  of  Villars,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  important  fortrefTes  of  Exilles,  Lra 
Peroufe,  the  .valley  of  St.  Martin,  and  Fenefirelles ;  fo 
that  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  had  fecured  a  barrier 
to  his  own  frontiers,  and  opened  a  way  into  the  French 
provinces,  after  having  made  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  King 
Charles,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  fend  a  ftrong  detach- 
ment from  Roufillon  to  the  affiftance  of  Villars. 

§  XXXIX.  The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  produftive 
of  a  great  event.  Count  Guido  de  Starembcrg  arrived  at 
Barcelona  on  the  laftday  of  April :  but  the  Imperial  troops 
brought  from  Italy  by  Admiral  Leake  did  not  land  in 
time  to  relieve  .Tortofa,  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  bc- 
fieged  and  took,  together  with  Denia,  the  garrifon  of 
which  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  contrary  to  the  arti- 
cles of  capitulation.  Thefe  lofies,  however,  were  abun- 
dantly made  up  to  the  allies  by  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia 
and  Minorca.  Sir  John  Leake,  having  taken  on  board  a 
handful  of  troops,  under  the  condud  of  the  Marquis 
D'Alconzel,  fet  fail  for  Cagliari,  and  fummoned  the 
Viceroy  to  fubmit  to  King  Charles.  As  he  did  not  fend 
an  immediate  anfwer,  the  Admiral  began  to  bombard  the 
city,  and  the  inhabitants  compelled  him  to  furrender  at 
difcrction.  The  greater  part  of  the  garrifon  inlifted  them- 
felves  in  the  fervice  of  Charles.  The  deputies  of  the  ftates 
being  aflembled  by  the  Marquis  D'Alconzel,  acknow- 
ledged that  prince  as  their  fovereign,  and  agreed  to  furnifli 
his  army  with  thirty  thoufand  facks  of  corn,  .which  were 
accordingly  tranfported  to  Catalonia,  where  there  was  a 
great  fcarcity  of  provifion.  Major-General  Stanhope 
having  planned  the  conqueft  of  Minorca,  and  concerted 
with  the  Admiral  the  meafures  neceffary  to  put  it  in  exe- 
cution, obtained  from  Count  Staremberg  a  few  battalions 
of  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Portuguefe :  at  the  head  of 
thefe  he  embarked  at  Barcelona  with  a  fine  train  of  Britifli' 
artillery,  accompanied  by  Brigadier  Wade  and  Colonel 
'  Petit, 
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Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation.    They  landed  on 
the  ifland,  about  two  miles  from  St.  Philip's  fort,  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  Auguft,  with  about  eight  hundred  ma* 
fines,    which   augmented   their   number  to  about   three 
thoufand.     Next  day  they  ereded  batteries  y  and  General 
Stanhope  ordered  a  number  of  arrows  to  be  fhot  into  the 
place,  to  which  papers  were  afExed,  written  in  the  Spanifli 
and  French  languages,  containing  threats,   that  all  the 
garrifon  fhould  be  fent  to  the  mines,  if  they  would  not 
furrender  before  the  batteries  were  finiihed.     The  garri- 
fon confifted  of  a  thoufand  Spaniards  and  fix  hundred 
French  marines,  commanded  by  Colonel  la  Jonquiere, 
who  imagined  that  the  number  of  the  befiegers  amounted 
to  at  leaft  ten  thoufand ;  fo  artfully  had  they  been  drawn 
up  in  fight  of  the  enemy.     The  batteries  began  to  play, 
and  in  a  little  time  demoliihed  four  towers  that  ferved  as 
outworks  to  the  fort :  then  they  made  a  breach  in  the 
outward  wall,  through  which  Brigadier  Wade,  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  ftormed  a  redoubt,  with  fuch  extraor- 
dinary valour  as  ftruck  the.  befieged  with.confiernation* 
On  the  fecond  or  third  day  they  thought  proper  to  beat  a 
parley,  and  capitulate,  on  condition.  That  they  fhould 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war :  That  the  Spaniards 
fliould  be  tranfported  to  Murcia,  and  the  French  toToulon. 
Thefe  laft,  however,  were  detained,  by  way  of  reprifal 
for  the  garrifon  of  Denia.-    The  Spanifh  governour  was 
fo  mortified  when  he  learned  the  real  number  of  the  be- 
fiegers, that  on  his  arrivalat  Murcia  he  threw  himfelf 
out  of  a  window  in  defpair,  and  was  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
La  Jonquiere  was  confined  for  life,  and  all  the  French 
oflScers  incurred  their  matter's  difpleafure.     Fort  St.  Philip 
being  thus  reduced,  to  the  amazement  of  all  Europe,  and 
the  garrifon  of  Port  Fornelles  having  furrendered  them- 
f^lves  prifoners  to  the  Admirals  Leake  and  Whitaker,  the 
inhabitants  gladly  fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  government, 
for  King  Philip  had  opprefled  and  deprived  them  of  their 
privileges :    General  Stanhope    appointed  Colonel  Petit 
gotrernour  of  Fort  St«  Philip,  and  deputy-governour  of 
'.   '  '  '  the 
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BO^OK   the  whole  ifland.    After  this  important  conqueft  he  re* 
u  ^    _^  turned  to  the  army  in  Spain,  where  an  unfuccefsful  attempt 
2708.      f  furprife  Tortofa  finiflied  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

§  XL.  The  Bridfh  fleet  not  only  contributed  to  the 
redu£tion  of  Minorca,  but  likewife  over*awed  the  Pope, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of  the  princes  in 
Italy  againft  the  Emperor.     This  pontiff  had  manifefted 
his  partiality  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  in  fuch  a  palpable 
manner,  that   his  Imperial  Majefty  ordered  Monfieur  de 
Bonneval   to  march  with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy, 
re-enforccd  by  thofe  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Modena, 
and  invade  the  duchy  of  Ferrara.     He  accordingly  took 
pofleffion  of  Comachio  and  fome  other  places,  pretend* 
ing  they  were  allodial  eftates  belcMiging  to  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  and  fiefs  of  the  Emperor,  to  which  the  Holy 
fee  had  no  lawful  claim*     The  viceroy  of  Naples  was 
forbid  to  remit  any  money  to  Rome;  and  the  council  of 
the  kingdom  drew  up  a  long  memorial,  containing  the 
pretenfions  of  his  CathoHcI|  Majefty,  which   flruck  at 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Pope's  temporal  power.     His 
HoHnefs  wrote  a  long  remonftrance  to  the.  Emperor,  on  the 
jnjuflice  of    thofe  proceedings,   and    declared    that  he 
would  aflert  this  caufe  though  he  fbould  lofe  his  life  in  the 
contefl.     He  forthwith  began  to  raiie  an  army,  and  re- 
vived a  plan  of  forming  a  league  among  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  Italy  for  their  mutual  defenfe.     Sir  John  Leake 
had  received  orders  to  bombard   Civita-Vecchia,  in  re- 
fentment  for  the  Pope's  having  countenanced  the  Pre- 
'   tehder's  expedition  to  Great-Britain  :  but  as  the  Emperor 
and  Duke  of  Savoy  hoped  to  effe£k  an  accommodation  with 
the  court  of  Rome,  they  prevailed  upon  the  Engl ifh  ad- 
miral to  fufpend  hoftilities  until  they  (kould  have  tried  the 
method  of  negociation.  The  Marquis  dePrie,  a  Piedmontefe 
nobleman,  was  fent  as  ambailador  to  Rome ;  but  the  Pope 
would  not  receive  him  in  that  quality.     Elated  with  the 
promifes  of  France,   he  fet  the  Emperor  at  defiance ;  and 
his  troops  having  furprifed  a  body  of  Imperialiibt  were  (b 
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barbaiDus  as  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces.  The  Duke  of  Savoy    ^  ^^  ^• 
having  ended  the  campaign,  the  troops  of  the  Emperor, 
which  had  ferved  under  that  prince,  were  ordered  to  march      170S 
into  the  papal  territories^  and  drove  the  forces  of  his  Ho« 
linefs  before  them,  without  any  regard  to  number.     Bo- 
logna capitulated;  and  Rome  began  to  tremble  with  the 
apprehenfion  of  being  once  more  facked  by  a  German 
army.     Then  the  Pope's  courage  failed;  he  was  glad  to 
admit  the  Marquis  de  Prie  aa  envoy  from  the  Emperor. 
He  confented  to  difband  his  new  levies ;  to  accommodate 
the  Imperial  troops  with  winter-quarters  in  the  papal  ter- 
ritories i  to  grant  iheinveftiture  of  Naples  to  King  Charles; 
and  to  allow  at  all  times  a  pailage  to  the  Imperial  troops 
through  his  dominions.     On  the  Upper  Rhine  the  eleAors 
of  Bavaria  and  Hanover  were  fo  weak,  that  they  ^ould  not 
undertake  any  thing  of  confequence  againft  each  other. 
In  Hungary  the  difputes  ftill  continued  between  the  Em- 
peror ^  and  the  malcontents.     Poland  was   at  length  de- 
livered from  the  oppreffion  exercifed  by  the  King  of  Sweden^ 
who  marched  into  the  Ukraine  againft  the  Czar  of  Muf- 
covy,  notwithftanding  the  fubmiffions  with  which  that 
monarch  endeavoured  to  appeafe  his  indignation.     During 
the  courfe  of  this  year  the  Englifli  merchants  fuftained  no 
confiderable  loITes  by   fea:  the  cruifers  were  judicioufly 
ftationed,  and  the  trade  was  regularly  fuppiied  with  con- 
voys.    In  the  Weft-Indies  Commodore  Wager  deftroyed 
the  admiral  of  the  galleons,  and  took  the  rear-admiral  on 
the  coaft  of  Carthagena.     Had  the  officers  of  his  fquadron 
done  their  duty,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet  would  have 
fallen  into  bis  hands.     At  his  return  to  Jamaica  two  of 
his  captains  were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  difmifled 
from  the  fervice. 

§  XLI.  The  court  of  England  was  about  this  time  not 
a  little  difquieted,  by  the  confequences  of  an  outrage 
committed  on  the  perfon  of.  the  Count  de  Matueof  the 
Mufcovite  ambaflador.  He  was  publickly  arrefted  at  the 
iiiit  of  a  laceman,  and  maltreated  by  the  bailifFs,  who 
dragged  him  to  prifon,  where  he  continued  until  he  was 
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bailed  by  the  Earl  of  Feverfham.  Incenfed  ait  this  inPuIt^ 
he  demanded  redrefs  of  the  government,  and  was  feconded 
in  his  remohftrances  by  the  minifters  of  the  Emperor, 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  feveral  other  foreign  potentates. 
The  Queen  expreiTed  uncommon  indignation  againft  the 
authors,  of  this  violence,  who  were  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  orders  were  given  to  profecute  them  with  the 
utmoft  feverity  of  the  law.  Matueof  repeated  his  com- 
plaints with  great  acrimony;  and  Mr,  Secretary  Boyle 
aflured  him,  in  the  Queen's  name,  that  he  (hould  have 
ample  fatisfa£lion.  Notwithflanding  this  afiurance,  he 
demanded  a  pafs  for  himfelf  and  family  ;  refufed  the  or- 
dinsCry  prefents  at  his  xleparture ;  and  retired  to  Holland. . 
From  thence  he  tranfmitted  a  memorial,  with  a  letter  from 
the  Czar  to  the  Queen,  infifling  upon  her  punifhing 
with  death  all  the  perfons  concerned  in  violating  the  law* 
of  nations  upon  the  perfon  of  his  ambaflador.  Such 
punifliment  being  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of 
England,  the  Queen  and  her  miniftry  were  extremely 
perplexed,  and  held  feveral  councils,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Oftober,  Prince  George  of 
Denmark  died  of  an  afthma  and  dropfy,  with  which  he  had 
been  long  afflifted.  He  was  a  prince  of  an  amiable  rather 
than  a  Ihining  character,  brave,  good-natured,  modeft, 
and  humane,  but  devoid  of  great  talents  and  ambition. 
He  had  always  lived  in  harmony  with  the  Queen,  who, 
during  the  whole  term  of  their  union,  and  efpecially  in 
his  laft  illnefs,  approved  herfelf  a  pattern  of  conjugal 
truth  and  tendernefs.  At  his  death  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
was  created  lord  high- admiral,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  pro- 
moted to  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  Lord  Somers 
appointed  prefident  of  the  council,  Notwithftanding 
thefe  promotions  of  the  Whig  noblemen,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  declined  apace  in  his  credit  with  the  Queen, 
who  privately  confulted  and  repofed  her  chief  confidence 
in  Mr.  Harley,  though  he  had  no  vifible  concern  in  the  ad- 

miniftration. 

§  XLII. 


ANNE.  143 

^  XLII.  The  new  parliament,   in  which  the  Whig  fn- 
teroft  ftill  preponderated,  was  aflembled  on  the  ftxteenth  day 
ef  November,  when  they  were  given  to  underftand,  by  a 
commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  that  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,    the  Chancellor,    the  Lord-Treafurer,  the 
Lord-Sceward,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  were  appoint- 
ed to  reprefent  the  perfon  of  her  Majefty,  whom  decency 
would  not  permit  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  fo  foon  after  the 
death  of  her  confort.     Sir  Richard  Onflow  being  chofen 
fpeaker  of  the  Lower-Houfe  with  the  Queen's  approbation, 
the  Chancellor,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  recommended 
the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,   telling  them  her 
Majefty  hoped  they  would  enable   her  to   make  a  con- 
fiderable  augmentation   for  preferving  and  improving  the 
advantages  which  the  allies  had  gained  in  the  Netherlands : 
that  fhe  defired   they  would  prepare  fuch  bills  as  might 
confirm  and  render  the   union  efFedlual;  and  that  if  they 
would  propofe  means   for  the  advancement  of  trade  and 
manufadure,  fhe  would   take  pleafure  in  enading  fuch 
provifions.     Both  Houfes  having   prefented  addrefles  of 
condolance  and  congratulation,  on  the  death  of  Prince 
George,    and  the  fuccefs  of  her  Majefty's  arms  during  the 
laft  campaign,  the  Commons  took  cognizance  of  contro- 
verted eleflions,  which  were  decided  with   ihameful  par- 
tiality  for  the  Whig  faftion.     Then  they   proceeded  to 
confider  the  different  branches  of  the  fupply:  they  approved 
of  an  augmentation  of  ten  thoufand   men,   which   was 
judged  neceflfary  for  the  more  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war ;  and  they  voted  above  feven  millions  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year.     The  Bank  agreed  to  circulate  two  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  Exchequer  bills  for 
the  government,  on  condition  that  the  term  of  their  conti- 
nuance fhould  be  prolonged  for  one-and-twenty  years;  and 
that  their  ftock  of  two  millions  two  hundred  and  one  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  feventy-one  pounds  fhould  be  dou- 
bled by  a  new  fubfcription.     The  two- thirds  fubfidy  was 
appropriated  for  the  intereft  of  the  money  raifed  by  this 
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§  XLIII.  Great  debates  having  arifen  about  Scottidl 
ele£lions,  the  Houfe  confidered  the  petitions  and  repre- 
fentations  that  were  delivered,  touching  the  incapacity  of 
the  eldeft  fons  of  Scotcifb  peers,  excluded  from  fitting  in 
the  parlianfient  of  Great-Britain.     Counfel  Joeing  heard 
upon   the   fubje<9:,  that  incapacity  was  confirmed;  and 
new  writs  wereifTued,  that  new  members  might  beeleSed 
for  the  fhires  of  Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  room  of 
William  Lord  Haddo,  and  James  Lord  Johnftown.    Peti- 
tions v/ere  lilcewife  prefented  to   the  Houfe  of  Lords  by 
fome  Scottifh  peers,  concerning  their  right  of  voting,  and 
figning  proxies.     After  warm  debates,  the  Houfe,  upon  a 
divifion,  determined  that  a  Scottifh  lord  created  a  peer 
of  Great- Britain    fhould   no  longer  retain  his   vote   in 
Scotland  ;  and  that  the  noblemen  wHo  were  in   the  caftle 
of  Edinburgh    had  a  right  to  fign  proxies,  after  having 
taken  the  oaths  to  the  government.  The  Scottifh  peers  and 
commoners  that  fat  in  the  Britifh  parliament  .were  divided 
into  two  faftions.   The  Duke  of  Queenfterry  was  in  great 
credit  with  the  Queen  and  the  Lord-Treafurer,  by  whofc 
intereft  he  was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate  for  Scotland. 
His  influence  in  eledtions  was  fo  great,  that  all  offices  in 
that  kingdom  were  beftowed  according  to  his  recommen- 
dation.    He   was   oppofed    by  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton, 
Montrofe,   and   Roxburgh,  who  were  fupported   by  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland  and  Lord  Somers  ;  fo  that, the  whole 
intereft  in  that  country  wasengrofled  by  one  or  other  mem- 
ber of  the  miniftry.     A  bill   fora  general  naturalization  of 
all  proteftants  was  brough  t  into  the  Houfe,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  violent  oppofition  from  theTories,  both  among  the  Lords' 
and  Commons,  was   ehaded  into  a  law.     The  Whigs 
argued  for   this  bill,  as  a  meafure  that  would  encourage 
induftry,  improve  trade  and  mantifa&ure,  and  repair  the 
wafte  of  men  which  the  war  had  occafioned ;    but  one  of 
their  chief  motives  was  to  throw  an  addition  of  foreigners 
into  the  balance  againft  the  landed  intereft.     The  Tories 
pleaded,  that  a  conflux  of  aliens  might  prove  dangerous  to 
the  conftitution :  that  they  would  retain  a  fondnefs  for 
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their  native  countries,  and,  in  times  of  war,  z&,  ds  ipies 
and  enemies:  that  they  would  infinuate  theinfeives  into 
places  of  truft  and  profit} 'become  members  of  parliament  | 
and  l)y  frequent  intermarriages  contribute  to  the  extin£lion 
of  the  Engliih  race :  that  they  would  add  to  the  number 
of  the  poor,  already  (b  expenfive ;  and  jQjare  the  bread  of 
the  labourers  and  tradefmen  of  England. 

§  XLI V.  An  enquiry  being  feton  foot  in  both  Houfes, 
concerning  the  late  intended  invafion  of  Scotland,  Lord 
Haver(bam  and  the  other  Tory  members    endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,   that  proper  precautions  had  not  been  takea 
for  the  (ecurity  of  that  kingdom,  even'  after  the  miniftry 
had  received   undoubted  intelligence  of  the   Pretender's 
defign  :  that  iince  the  attempt  had  mifcarried,  many  per-* 
fons  of  quality  had  been  apprehend^,  and  feverely  ufed 
by  the  government,  <m  pretended   fufpicion  of  high-trea- 
fon  i'  though,  in  all  probability,  the  aim  of  the  miniftry, 
in    confining   thofe  perfons,    wa^   to  remove    all  poffi<* 
bility  of  their  oppofing  the  court  at  the  enfuing  elei^ionp 
for  members  of  parliament*     Thefe   aflertions  were  fup- 
ported  by  many  incontefted  faj&s  and  ibrewd  argumenta, 
notwithftanding  which,  the  majority  were  fo  little  difpoTed 
to  find  fault,  that  the  enquiry  liTuedin  a  joint  addrefs  to 
the  Queen,    containii  g  refolution^.    That   timely  and 
effeilual  care  bad  beon  taken  to  difappQint  th^  defigns  of 
her  Majefty'senemiee,  both  at  home  aad^^broad.     A  bill, 
however,  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,   under  the 
title  of  "An  ad  for  improving  the  union   qf  the  two 
"  kingdoms."     It  related  to  trials.foi^treafon  in  Scotlandf 
which  by  this-  law  were  regulated  according  to  the  manner 
of  proceeding  in  England,  with   foifte  fmall   variation. 
The  Scottiih  members  oppofed  h  as  an  encroachment  upon 
the  form  of  their  laws  j  and  they  were  joined  By  thofe  who 
had  hid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  oppofe  all  the  court-mea** 
fures :  nevenhejefs,  the  bill  pafle4  through   both  Houfes, 
and  received  the  royal  affent.     Yet,  in   order  to  fwceten 
this  ynpalatable  medicine,  the  Queeu  confented  to  an  a& 
ot  grace,  by  which  all  treafons   were,  pardotned,  except 
Vol.  1L  L  thofe 
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thofe committed  on  the  high-feas :  an  exception  levelled  at 
thofe  who  had  embarked  with  the  Pretender.  Major-Gene- 
rat  Webb,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  his  due  honour,  in 
a  partial  reprefentation  of  the  battle  of  Wynendale,  tranf- 
mitted  by  Cardonnel,  fecretary  to  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, was  now  thanked  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
the  great  and  eminent  fervices  which  he  had  performed  in 
that  engagement.  This  motion  was  made  by  the  Tories; 
and  the  Whigs  did  not  fail  to  procure  a  compliment  of 
the  fame  nature  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  even  before 
he  returned  to  England.  When  the  news  of  Ghient's 
being  takeri  arrived,  the  Lords  and  Commons  congratu« 
lated  the  Queen  on  this  laft  effort'of  a  glorious  campaign  ; 
and  the  Duke,  at  his  arrival,  was  thanked,  in  the  name  of 
the  Peers,  by  the  Lord- Chancellor.  As  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  brought  over  propofals  of  peace,  the  two  Houfes, 
in  an  addrefs,  defired  the  Queen  would  infift  on  the  demo- 
lition of  Dunkirk,  which  was  a  neft  of  pirates  that  in- 
fefted  the  ocean,  and  did  infinite  prejudice  to  the  corn- 
mere^  of  England.  The  Queen  promifed  to  con^ply  with 
their  rcqueft.  But  (he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the-' 
nextaddrefs  they  prefented,  humbly  entreating,  that  fhe 
would  have  fuch  indulgence  to  the  hearty  defires  of  her 
fubje<Sls,  as  to  entertain  thoughts  of  a  fecond  marriage. 
She  told  them,  that  the  provifion  fhe  had  made  for  the 
^proteftant  fuccefiion  would  always  be  a  proof  how  much 
fhe  had  at  heart  the  future  happinefs  of  the  kingdom;  but 
thefubjedlof  this  addrefs  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  ihe 
was  perfuaded  they  did  not  expe^  a  particular  anfwer. 

§  XLV.  The  law*  having  been  found  infufficient  to 
punifh  capitally  the  authors  of  the  infglt  offered  to  the  Muf- 
covite  ambafiador,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  preferving  the  privileges  of  ambaifadors  and 
other  foreign  minifters.i  and  pailed  through  both  Houfes  : 
as  did  another,  to  prevent  the  laying  of  wagers  relating  to 
the  publick,  a  pradlice  which  had  been  carried  to  a  degree 
of  infatuation ;  and  by  which  many  unwary  perfons  fell  a 
facrificeto  crafty  adventurers*    On  the  fourteenth  day  of 
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March  the  Commons  voted  the  fum  of  one  hundred  aind  ^^^  '-^ 
three  thoufsmd  two  hundred  and  three  pounds,  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftopher^s,  .  1709 
who  had  fuffered  by  the  late  invafion :  and  on  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  April  the  parliament  was  prorogued^  The 
Mufcovite  ambafladour  continued  to  write  expoftulatory 
letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  who  at  laft  owned,  that 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit  of  fuch  puni(hmenC 
as  be  demanded.  An  information  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  Qiieen's-Bench  for  her  Majefty  againft  Thomas  Morton, 
laceman,  and  thirteen  other  perfons  concerned  in  the  in- 
fult,  of  which  they  were  found  guilty;  and  the  fpecial 
matter  of  the  privileges  of  ambaiTadors  was  to  be  argued 
next  term  before  the  judges*  Mean  while,  the  Qyeen, 
by  way  offadsfa^lion  to  the  Czar,  condefcended  to  make 
ibien)n  excufes  by  her  ambaffador ;  to  repair  Matueof's 
honour  by  a  letter,  and  indemnify  him  for  all  his  cofts  and 
damages  :  conceflions  with  which  the  Czar  and  his  am- 
baiTador  declared  themfelves  well  fatisfied.  The  convo- 
cation  had  been  fummoned,  chofen,  ^nd  returned  with 
the  new  parliament :  but  as  the  old  fpirit  was  fuppofed  to 
prevail  in  the  Lower. Houfe,  the  Queen,  by  writ  to  the 
Archbifhop,  ordered  him  to  prorogue  it  from  time  to  time, 
until  the  feiHon  of  parliament  was  iiniihed. 
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CHAP.     X. 

^\*  Neg^ctation  for  peace  ineffeifuaL  §11.  The  ^llUd  army 
bejieges  and  takes  Tournay.  §  III.  The  French  are  defeated 
at  Malplaquet.  §  IV.  Mons  furrendered^  §  V.  Cam- 
paign in  Spain.  §  VI.  The  French  King's  propofak  of 
treating  rejected  by  the  States^General.  §  VII.  Account 
of  Dr,  SachevereL  §  VIII.  He  is  impeached  by  the  Com' 
mons,  §  IX.  His  triaL  §  X.  Debates  upon  it  in  tht 
Houfe  of  Lords.  §  XI.  He  is  ftlenced  for  three  years, 
§  XII.  Conferences  at  Gertruydenberg,  §  XIII.  Pride  and 
obftinacy  of  the  Dutch,  §  XIV.  Donay  bejieged  and  taken 
by  the  confederates^^  as  well  as  Bethune^  Aire,  and  St,  Ve* 
nant.  §  XV,  King  Charles  obtains  a  vinery  over  PbHip 
at  Saragoja,  and  enters  Madrid.  §  X  VI .  Battle  of  Villa- 
viciofa,  ^XVll.  The  Whig  minifhydifgraced.  §  XVIII. 
^e  parliament  is  diffolved,  §  XIX.  Meeting  of  the  new 
parliament.  §  XX.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  infuked 
and  reviled,  §  XXL  Enquiry  into  the  conduSi  of  the  war  in 
Spain*  §  XXII.  Severe  votes  in  the  Houfe  of  Commom 
again/ljhofe  who  invited  over  the  poor  Palatines,  §  XXIII* 
Harleyflabbed  at  the  council-board  by  Guifcard^  and  created 
Earl  of  Oxford,  §  XXIV.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Jofepb. 
§  XXV.  Reprefentation  by  the  Commons  to  the  j^een: 
§  XXVI.  Proceedings  in  the  convocation,  §  XXVII.  fbe 
Duke  of  Marlborough  continues  to  command  the  allied  army* 
§  XXVIII.  Hefurprifes  the  French  lines,-  §  XXIX;  Re- 
•  dttces  Bouchain,'  §  XXX.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  commands 
"  the  Britijh  troops  in  Spain,  King  Charles  ele£ted  Emperor, 
§  XXXI.^  Expedition  to  Canada,  §  XXXII.  Infolence  of 
the  Jacobites  in  Scotland,  §  XXXIII.  A  negociation  fet 
en  foot  between  the  courts  of  France  and  England,  §  XXXIV. 
Prior  is  fent  to  Fontainebleau,  §  XXXV.  Menager  arrivis 
privately  in  England. '  §  XXXVI.  The  French  Kings 
propofals  difagreeable  to  the  allies.     §  XXXVII.  Ftolent 
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JebcUes  up9n  tbim  in  the  Hiufi  tf  Lords.  §  XXXVIII. 
The  Duh  af  Hamilton 's  title  of  Duke  of  Brandon  difaUowed* 
Bill  againji  occaftonal  confprmity  pajfes.  §  XXXIX. 
.-  thde  of  Marlbarough  difmijfid  from  all  his  employments. 
Twelve  new  Peers  created.  §  XL.  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy 
tarives  in  England.  §  XLI.  fFalpole  expelled  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  §  XLII.  Votes  againji  the  Duke  of  Marl'- 
borough.  §  XLIir.  Refolutions  again/i  the  harrier^treaiy 
and  the  Dutch.  §  XLIV.  4£ts  unfavourable  to  the  preji^y* 
terian  difcipUne  in  Scotland, 

§  L  rriH  E  French  King  was  by  this  time  reduccsd.io 
X  fuch  a  ftate  of  humiliation  by  xhe  ioffes  of  thie 
iaft  campaign,  and  a  fevere  winter,  which  completed  the  ""^709 
mifery  of  his  fubje<as,  that  he  rrfolved  to  facrifice  all  the 
coniiderations.of  pride  and  ambition,  as  well  as  the  intereft 
of  hi&grandfoo,  to.his  defir^  (rf peace,  which  was  ^ow  be- 
come fo  nectflary  and  indiffj^nftble.  He  defpatched  the? 
prefident  RouiHe  privately  to  Holland,  with  general  pro- 
pofals  of  peace,  and  the  offer  of  a  good  farrier  to  the 
States-General,  ftill  enterta,ifliftg  hopes  of  being  able  to 
detach  thete  from  the  confederacy.  This  minifter  confer- 
.red  ia  fecyet  wmI^  Buys  and.  Vapderduffen,  the  penfioMries 
of  Amfterdam  andGouda,  atJ)ilo€rdyke,  from  whence  lie 
•was  permitted  to  proceed  to  Woerden,  between,  I^ydefi 
and  Utreeht.  The  States  irnnaediately  cgmmui^rcgted 
-his  propofals  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great- Britain. 
Prince  Eugene,  and -the  Duke  of  Marlbprough  .arrived  at 
the  Hague,  in.  Ap/il,  and  conferred  with  the  grapd  .'pen- 
iionary.H^nfius,  Buys,  and.Vanderduffen,  on  the  fubjedl 
of  the  French  propofals,  which;  were  deeined  un/atisfaftory, 
Rouille  iaimediately  defpatched  a  courier  to  Paris,  for  fur- 
ther inftru<aions ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  returned 
to  England.,  to  make  the  Qi^en  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negociation.  Louis,  in  order  to  convince  the 
ftates  of  hisfincerity,  fent  the  Marquis de  Torcy,  his  fe- 
jcreUry  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Hague,  with  frefli  offers^ 
40  which  the  deputies   would  make  noanfwer  until  they 

L  3     .  knew 


HISTORY    OF"   ENGLAND. 

knew  the  fentiments  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  The 

_     Duke  of  Marlborough  croffed  the  feas  a  fecond  time,,  ac- 

1709.  companied  by  the  Lord  Vifcount  TownChend,  as  am- 
baKTador  extraordinary,  and  joint-plenipotentiary  :  Prince 
Eugene  being  like'wife  at  the  Hague,  the  conferences  were 
tegun.  The  French  minifter  declared  that  his  mafter 
would  confent  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk :  that  he 
ivould  abandon  the  Pretender,  and  difmifs  him  from  his 
dominions :  that  he  would  acknowledge  the  Queen's  title 
and  the  proteftant  fucceflipn:  that  he  would,  renounoe  all 
pretenfions  to  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  and  cede  the  places 
in  the  Netherlands  which  the  States- General  demanded 
for  their  barrier:  that  he  would  treat  with  the  Emperor 
on  the  footing  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ryfwick,  and 
even  demolifh  the  fortifications  of  Strafburg.  The  mi- 
ni Acrs  of  the  allies,  rendered  proud  and  wanton  by  fuccefs, 
and  feeing  their  own  private  intereft  in  the  continuation 
of  the  war,  infifled  upon  the  reftitution  of  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Alftce  to  the  empire  :^  upon  the  French  monarch's 
reftoring  Strafburg  in  its  prefent  condition-;  upon  his 
ceding  the  town  and  caftellany  of  Lifle,  demolifliing 
Dunkirk,  New-Brifac,  Fort-Louis,  and  Hunningen.  In, 
a  word,  their  demands  were  fo  infolent,  that  Louis  would 
not  have  fufFered  them  to  be  mentioned  in  his  hearing,  had 
not  he  been  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  <liftrefs.  One 
can  hardly  read  them  without  feeling  a  fentiment  of  com- 
paffion  for  that  monatch,  who  had  once  given  Jaw  to  Eu-* 
rope,  and  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  viftory  and  con- 
queft.  Notwithftanding  the  difcouraging  defpatches  he  fcrJ 
Received  from  the  prefident  Rouille,  after  his  firft  confer- 
ences with  the  deputies,  he  could  not  believe  that  the 
Dutch  would  be  fo  blind  to  their  own  intereft,  as  to  rejeft 
the  advantages  in  commerce,  and  the  barrier  which  he 
had  offered.  He  could  not  conceive  that  they  would 
choofe  to  bear  the  burthen  of  exceiEve  taxes  in  profecuting 
a  war,  the  events  of  which  would  always  be  uncertain, 
father  than  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace,  fecurity,  and  ad^ 
vantagepus  commerce:    he  Mattered   himfelf,    that  the 
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allies  would  not  fo  far  deviate  from  t^eirpurpofed  aim  of 
eftablifliing  a  balance  of  power,  as  to  throw  fuch  an  enor- 
mous weight  into  the  fcalc  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which        1799 
cherifbed  all  the  dangerous  ambition  and  arbitrary  princi>- 
ples,  without  the^iberality  and  fentiment  peculiar  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.     In  proportion  as  they  rdfe  in  their  dci- 
mands  Louis  fell  in  his  condefcenfion.     His  fecretary  of 
ftate,   the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  pofted  in  difguife  to  Hol- 
land, on  the  faith  of  a  common  blanlc  paflport.     He  fol- 
licited,  he  foothed,  hefupplicated,  and   made  conceffiohs 
in  the  name  of  his  foveretgn.     He  found  the  States  were 
wholly  guided  by  the  influence  of  Prince  Eugene  and  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.     He  found  thefe  generals  elated, 
haughty,  overbearing,  and  implacable.     He  in  private  at- 
tacked the  Duke  of  MarH)orough  on  his  weakeft  fide :   he 
offered  to  that  ^noblem an  a  large  fum  of  money,  provided 
he  woiild  effeQ  a  peace  on  certain  conditions.     The   pro- 
pofal  was  reje(£led.    The  Duke  found  his  enemies  in  Eng- 
land increafing,   and  his  credit  at  court  in  the  wane;  and 
he  knew  that  nothing  but  a  continuation  of  the  war,  and 
new  victories,  could  fupport  his   influence  in  England* 
Torcy  was  fenfible  that  his  country  was  utterly  exhaufted : 
that  Louis  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  the  opening  of  the 
campaign ;  and  he  agreed  to  tbo&  articles  upon  which 
they  inlifted  as   preliminaries.     The  French   King  was 
confounded  at    thefe  propofais :  he  felt  the  complicated 
pings  of  grief,  fliame,  and  indignation.     He  rejeded  the 
preliminaries  with  difdain.     He  even  deigned  to  fubmit  his 
condudl  to  the  judgement  of  his  fubje£l:s.     His  offers  were 
publiihed,  together  with  the  demands  of  the  allies.     His 
people  interefted  themfelves  in  the  glory  of  their  monarch. 
They  exclaimed  againft  the  cruelty  and  arrogance  of  his 
enemies.     Though  impoverifbed   and  half-ftarved  by  the 
war,  they  refolved  to.  expend  their  whole  fubftance  in  his 
fiipport;  and  rather  to  fight  his  battles  without  pay,  than 
leave  him   in  the  dire  neceffity  of  complying  with  fuch 
dilhonourable  terms.      Animated   by   thefe    fentiments, 
Ih^y  made  fuch  eiFoits  as  amazed  the  whole  world.     The 
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prdimiri^rics  being  rejefted  by  the  Ften^h  King,  Rmiille 
was  ordered  tocjuit  Holland  in  fomr^-and- twenty  hours;  ani[ 
the  generals  of  the  confederates  refolved  to  open  the  civoh 
paigir  without  further  hefitition. 

§  II.  Prince  Eugene  aftd  the  Dukf  of  Marlborough 
pifoceedcd  to  Flanders,  and  towards  the  end  of  June  the 
allied  army  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Lifl^,  to  the  number 
of  .one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  fighting  men.  At  the, 
^  fame  time,  the  Marefchal  Villars,  accounted  the  moft 
foirtUfiate  general  in  France,  aflembled  the  French  forces 
in  the  plain  of  Lens,  where  he  began  to  throw  up  entrench- 
ments. The  confederate  generals  having  obferved  his 
fituation,  and  perceivinfg  he  could  not  be  attacked  with  any 
probability  of  fuccefs,  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 
Tournay,  the  garrifon  of  which  Villars  had  imprudently 
\veakened.  Accordingly,  they  made  a  feint  upon^Ypres^ 
4n  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  convert  all  their  atten- 
tion to  that  fide,  while  they  fuddenly  invefled  Tournay  on 
the  twenty- feventh. day  9f  June..  Though  the  garrifon 
did  noitexceed  twelve  wl^kened  battalion^,,  and  fourfitjua- 
drods  of  dragoonSy'  the  place  was  fo  ftrong,  both  by  art 
ghd  hatiirC)  and  Lieutenant  de  Surville,  the  governor,  pof- 
feffed  fucb  ad  micabk,  talents,  that  the  fitge  was  {)rotra(&€clj 
cJohtfary  to  the  ^xpe£latioii  of  the  allies,  and  caft  them  a 
great  liiimber  of  men,  riotwithftanding  all  the  precautions 
that  could  be  taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops.  As  the 
t)efiegcrs  proceeded  by  the  method  of  fap,  their  miners 
frequently  met  wifh  thofe  of  the  enemy  under  ground,  and 
fought  v^ith  bayonet  and  piftol.  The  volunders  on  both 
fides  prefented  tiieiaftfelves  to  thefe  fubterraneoas  combats, 
jrt  the  midft  of  lihines  and  countermines  ready  primed  for 
explofion.  Sometimes  they  were  kindled  by  accident, 
^fwl  fofinetimes  '  ffJriing  by  defign  ;  fo  that  great  numbers 
of  thfofe  brave  mdn  were  ftifled  below ;  and  whole  batta- 
lions blown  into  tbeair,  or  buried  in  the  rubbifli.  On 
jhe  twenty^eighth  day  of  July,  thebefiegers  iiaving  cffcflcd 
apraffcicable  breach,  and  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions 
f^r  ^  genera}  afikult,  4he  enemy  offered  to  capitulate :  the 
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town  was  furrcndcrcd  upodi  conditions ;  and  tht  garrifim 
retired  to  the  citadel.  Surville  likewife  entered  into  a  treaty 
about  giving  yp  the  citadel :  the  articles  being  fent  to  the  1709 
court  of  VerfailJes,  Louis  would  not  ratify  them,  except 
upon  condition  that  there  (hould  be  a  general  ceffation  in  the 
Netherlands  till  the  fifth  day  of  September.  Hoftilitie^ 
were  renewed  on  the  eighth  day  of  Auguft,  and  profecuted 
with  uncommon  ardour  and  animofity.  On  the  thirtieth 
Surville  defired.  to  capitulate  on  certain  articles,  which 
were  rejedled  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  gave  hirri 
to  underftand  that  he  had  tio  terms  to  expe£l,  but  muft 
furrender  at  difcretion.  At  length,  his  provifion  being 
quite  exhaufted,  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  him- 
felf  and  his  garrifon  prifoners  of  war,  though  they  were 
pertnhted  to  return  to  France,  on  giving  their  parole  that 
th^y  would  not  ad  in  the  field  until  alike  number  of  the 
allies  Ihould  be  releafed.  '      > 

§nt.  The  next  objea  that  attraSed  the  eyes  of  tht 
cOnfecJerates  Wasthetity  of  Mons,  which  theyrefolved  to 
befiege  with  all  pofTible  expedition.  They  paffed  the 
Schelde  oh  the  third  day  df  September,  and,  detached  the 
Prince  of  Heife  to  attack  the  French  lines,  from  the  Haifne 
to  the  Sombre,  which  were  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
Ort  the  feventh  day  of  September,  'Marefchal  ^e 
fiottfflers  arrived  in  the  French  camp  at  Qui^vr^inj  content ' 
to  ad  in  an  inferior  capacity  to  Villaris,  although  his  fu- 
perior  in  point  of  fcniority.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
having  received  advice  that  the  French  were  on  the  march 
to  attack  the  advanced  body  under  the  Prince  of  Hefle, 
decamped  from  Havre,  in  order  to  fupport  that  detach- 
ment. On  the  ninth  the  allies  made  amotion  to  the  left, 
by  which  the  two  armies  were  brought  fo  near  each  other, 
thart  a  mutual  cannonading  enfued.  The  prench  army, 
amounting  tb  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  were 
pofted  behind  the  woods  of  La  Merte  and  Tanieres,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Malplaquet.  The  confederates,  nearly 
of  the  fame  number,  ehcamped  with  the  right  near  Sart 
9jid  Bleron,  and  the  left  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  of  Lag* 
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nicre;  the  head-quarters  being  at  Blarcgrties.  The  enemy, 
inftead  of  attacking  the  allies,  began  to  fortify  their  camp, 
J709.  which  was  naturally  ftrong,  iwith  triple  entrenchments. 
In  a  word,  they  were  fo  covered  with  lines,  hedges,  en- 
trenchments, cannon,  and  trees  laid  acrofs,  that  they 
feempd  to  bequiteinacceilible.  Had  tht  confederates  at- 
tacked tbjem  on  the  ninth,  the  battle  would  not  have  been 
fo  bloody,  and  the  victory  would  have  proved  more  dcci- 
live;  for  they  had  not  then  begun  to  fecure  the  camp  :  but 
Marlborough  poftponed  the  engagement  until  they  fhould 
,be  re-enforced  by  eighteen  battalions  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  (he  fiege  ofTournay;  and»  in  the  mean  time, 
the  French  fortified  themfelves  with  incredible  diligence 
and  delpatchf  On  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  early  i^ 
the  morning,  the  confederates,  favoured  by  a  thick  fog, 
crefled  batteries  on  each  >ying,  and  in  the  centre ;  and 
and  about  eight  o'clock,  the  weather  clearing  up,  the  at- 
tack began*  Eighty-fix  battalions  on  the  right,  command- 
ed by  General  Schuylemburg,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and 
other  generals,  and  fupported  by  two-and- twenty  battalions 

•  under  Count  Lottum,  attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy  with 
fuch  vigour,,  that,,  notwithftanding  their  lines  and  barri- 
cadoes,  they  were  in  left  than^n  hour  driven  from  their 
entrenchments,  into  the  woods  of  Sart  and  Tanieres. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  and  Baron  Fagel,  with  iix-and- 
thirty  Dutch  battalions,  advanced  agaihft  the  right  of  the 
enemy,  pofted  ^n  the  wood  of  La  Merte,  and  covered  with 
three  entrenchments.  Here  the  battle  was  maintained  with 
the  yioft  defperate  courage  on  both  fides.  The  •  Dutch 
obliged  the  French  to  quit  the  fiirft  entrenchment;  but  were 
repulfed  from  the  fecond  with  great /laughter.     The  Prince 

.  of  Orange  perfifted  in  his  efforts  with  incredible  perfeve- 
rance  and  intrepidity,  even  after  two  horfes  had  been  kil- 
led under  him,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  officers  either 
fiain  or  difabled.  The  French  fought  with  an  obftinacy 
of  courage  that  bordered  on  defpair,  till  feeing  their  lines 
forced,  ^ their  left  wing  and  centre  giving  way,  and  their 
gerieral,   Villars,    dangeroufly  wounded,  they  made    an 
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excellent  retreat  towards  Bayay,  tinder  the  conduct  of  CHAP.. 
Boufflers,  and  took  poft  between  Quefnoy  and  Valen-  ■  1  . 
ciennes.  The  field  of  battle  they  abandoned  to  the  confede-  1709* 
rates,  with  about  forty  colours  and  ftandards,  iixteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  a  good  number  .of  prifoners:  but  this  was 
thedeareft  victory  the  allies  had  ever  purchafed.  About 
twenty  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops  were  killed  in  the 
engagement;  whereas  the  enemy  djld  not  lofe  half  the 
number,  and  retired  at  leifure,  perfeftly  recovered  of  that 
apprehenfion  with  which  they  had  been  for  fome  years 
infpired  and  overawed  by  the  fuccefles  of  their  adverfaries. 
On  the  fide  of  the  allies.  Count  Lottum,  General  Tettau, 
Count  Oxienftern,  and  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine  were 
killed,  with  many  other  officers  of  diftindion*  Prince 
Eugene  was  flightly  wounded  on  the  head :  Lieutenant* 
General  Webb  received  a  fhot  in  the  groin.  The  Duke 
of  Argyle,  who  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  extraordinary 
feats  of  valour,  efcapedunhitrt;  but  feveral  noulloet- balls 
penetrated  through  his  clothes,  hat,  ^nd  periwig.  In  the 
French  army,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  charged  twelve  . 
times  with  the  houfehold-troop.s,  and  in  the  laft  was 
wounded  with  a  fword  in  the  arm.  The  M^refchal  de 
Villars  confidently  aflerted,  that  if  he  himfelf  had  not 
been  difabled^  the  confederates  would  certainly  have  been 
defeated. 

§IV.  Confidering  the  fituation  of  the  French,  the 
number  of  their,  troops,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  fortified,  nothing  could  be  more  rafli  and  imprudent 
than  the  attack,  which,  coft  the  lives  of  To  many  gallant 
men,  and  was  attended  with  fo  little  advantage  to  the  con* 
querors.  Perhaps  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  thought  a  vic- 
tory was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fupport  hi^  finking  intereft 
at  the  court  of  Great-Britain.  His  intention  was  to  have 
given  battle  before  the  enemy  had  entrenched  themfelves  ; 
but  Prince  Eugene  infilled  upon  delaying  the  action  until 
the  re-enforcement  fliould  arrive  from  Tournay.    The  ex-  ' 

traordinary  carnage  is  imputed  to  the  impetuofity  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  vyrhofe  aim,   through  this  whole  war, 
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was  to  tkifc  himfeif  into  confideration  with  the  States* 
Genera],  by  iignal  afts  of  military  prowefs.     The  French 
2709.       having  retired^  to  Valenciennes,  the  allies  were  left  at 
liberty  to  befiege  Mons,  which  capitulated  about  the  end 
ofOftober;  and   both  armies  were  diftributed  in  winter* 
quarters.     The  campaign  oh  the  Rhine  produced  nothing 
but  one  fliarp  aftion,  between  a  detachment  of  the  French 
army  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Borgh,  and  a  body  of 
troops  under  Count  Merci,  who  had  paiTed  the  Rhine,  in 
order  to  penetrate  into   Franche*comte.     The  Imperial 
officer  was  worfted  in  this  encounter,  with  thelofs  of  two 
thoufand  men ;  oWrged  to  repafs  the  river,  Smd  retired  to 
Fribourg.      In   Piedmont,   Velt-Marefchal  Tbaun  com- 
manded the  confederates,  in   the  room  of  the  Duke   of 
Savoy,  whorefufed  totaike  the  field  until  fome  differences 
which  had  ariien  between  the  En^peror  and  him  Ibouid  be 
adjufled.     Thaun's  deiigh  was  to  befiege 'Brian^on ;  but 
the  Dlike  of  Berwick  had  taken  fuch  precautions  as  fru«» 
ftratcd  hi«  intention,  though  part  of  the  troopsunder  the 
French  "geineral  were  employed  m  ifuppreffing  an  infur- 
redion  of  the  Camifars,   and  other;  malcontents  in  the 
Vivare^*  Thefe  were  entirely. defeatod  in  a  pitched  battle; 
and  Abraham,  one  of  their  leaders,  being  taken,  was  broke 
alive  upon  the  wheel :  three- and-twcnty   were  hanged, 
and  the  other  prifoners  fent  to  the  gallies.     The  Pope  de- 
layed acknowledging  King  Charles,   under  various  pre« 
tenoes,  in  hope  that  the  campaign  would  prove  favourable 
to  the  Eioufe  of  Bourbon  j  till  at  length  the  Emperor  giving 
him  to  underfland   that  his  army  ihould  take   up*  their 
winter-»quarters  in  the  ecclefiaftical  •  fla^^    his    holinefs 
fplemnly  owned  Charles  as  King  of  Spain,  Naples,  and 
SicDy. 

§  V.  The  military  operations  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  unfavourable  to  the  allies.  On  the  feventh  of  May, 
the  Portuguefe  and  Englifh  were  defeated  at  Caya,  by  the 
Spaniards  iinder  the  command  of  the  Marefchal  de  Bay« 
The  cafUe  of  Alicant,  guarded  by  two  Englifh  regiments 
had  been,  befieged,  and  held  but  during  the.  whole  winter. 
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At  length  the  Chevaliar  d'Asfeldt  ordered  the  rock  to  be 
undermined,  and  having  lodged  two  hundred  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  gave  Syburg,  the  governour,  to  underftand,  1709* 
that  two  of  his  officers  might  come  out  and  fee  the  con- 
dition of  the  works.  This  offer  being  accepted,  Asfeldt  in 
perfon  accompanied  them  to  the  mine :  he  told  them  he 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  feeing  fo  many  brave  men 
perifh  in  the  ruins  of  a  place  they  had  fo  gallantly  de- 
fended; and  allowed  them  four- and -twenty  hours  to  con- 
lider  on  the  refolution  they  fhould  take^  Syburg  continued 
deaf  t6  his  remonftrances ;  and,  with  an  obftinacy  that 
favoured  more  of  ftupidity  than^f-  valour,  determined  to 
ftand  the  explofion.  When  the  fentinels  that  were  pofted 
on  the  fide  of  the  hill  gave  notice,  by  a  preconcerted 
llgnal,  that  fire  was  fet  to  the  mine,  the  governour  order- 
ed the  guard  to  retire,  and  walked  out  to  the  parade, 
accompanied  by  feveral  officers.  The  mine  being  fprung, 
the  rock  opened  under  their  feet,  and  they  falling  into  the 
chafm,  it  inftantly  clofed,  and  cruflied  them  to  death. 
Notwithftanding  this  dreadful  incident.  Colonel  d'Albon, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  command,  refolved  to  defend  the 
place  to  the  laft  extremity.  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  failed 
from  Barcelona  to  the  relief  of  the  place;  but  the  enemy 
had  ereAed  fuch  works  as  effectually  hindered  the  troops 
from  landing.  Then  General  Stanhope,  who  commanded 
them,  capitulated  with  , the  Spanifh  general  for  the  garri^ 
fon,  which  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and 
was  tranfported  to  Minorca,  where  the  men  were  put  into 
quarters  of  refrefhrnent.  On  the  frontiers  of  Catalonia^ 
General  Staremberg  maintained  his  ground,  and  even  an- 
noyed the  enemy.  He.paffed  the  Segra,  and  reduced 
Balaguer:  having  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  the  place,  he 
repailed  the  river,  and  fent  his  forces  into  winter- quarters. 
The  moft  remarkable  event  of  this  fummer  was  the 
battle  of  Pultowa,  in  which  the  King  of  Sweden  was 
entirely  defeated  by  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  and  obliged  to 
take  refuge  at  Bender,  a  town  of  Moldavia,  intheTurk- 
ifh    doininioQS.      Augufl^s   immediately   marched    into 
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Poland  againft  Staniflaus,  and  renounced  his  own  refig^ 
nation,  as  if  it  had  been  the  cffcd  of  compulfion.  He 
^709.  formed  a  projefl:  with  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Pruffia, 
to  attack  the  Swedi(h  territories  in  three  different  places : 
but  the  Emperor  and  maritime  powers  prevented  the  exe- 
cution of  this  fcheme,  by  entering  into  a  guaranty  for 
preferving  the  peace  of  the  empire.  Neverthelefs,  the 
King  of  Denmark  declared  war  againft  Sweden,  and 
tranfported  an  army  over  the  Sound  to  Schonen  :  but  they 
were  attacked  and  defeated  by  the  Swedes,  and  obliged  to 
re-embark  with  the  utmoft^  precipitation.  The  war  ftill 
continued  to  rage  in  Hungary,  where,  however,  the  re- 
volters  were  routed  in  many  petty  engagements. 

§  VI.  Though,  the  events  of  the  fummer  had  been  lefs 
unfavourable  to  France  than  Louis  had  reafon  to  exped, 
he  faw  that  peace  was  as  neceffary  as  ever  to  his  kingdom ; 
but  bethought  he  might  now  treat  with  fome  freedom  and 
dignity.  His  rtiinifter,  Torcy,  maintairled  a  correfpondencc 
with  Mr.  Petkum  refident  of  the  Duke  of  Holftein  at  the 
Hague  :  he  propofcd  to  this  minifter,  that  the  negociation 
Ihould  be  renewed ;  and  demanded  pafles,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  might  repair  in  fafety 
to  Holland.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  King  with- 
drew his  troops  from  Spain,  on  pretence  of  demonftrating 
his  readinefs  to  oblige  the  allies  in  that  particular ;  though 
this  meafure  was  the  effedl  of  neceflity,  which  obliged  him 
to  recall  thofe  troops  for  the  defenfeof  his  own  dominions. 
The  States-General  refufed  to  grant  paffes  to  the  French 
tninifters ;  but  they  all  ov/ed  Petkum  to  make  a  journey  to 
Verfailles.  In  the  interim  King  Philip  publiftied  a  mani- 
fefto,  protefting  againft  all  that  fliould  be  tranfafted  at 
the  Hague  to  his  prejudice.  Far  from  yielding  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  his  competitor,  he  declaj-ed  his  intentio^i 
of  driving  Charles  from  thofe  places  that  were  now  in  his 
pofieflion.  He  named  the  Duke  of  Alba,  and  Count 
Bergheyck  for  his  plenipotentiaries,  and  ordered  thcro  to 
notify  their  credentials  to  the  maritime  powers :  but  no 
regard  was  paid    to  their  intimation.     Philip  tampered 
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likewife  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  j  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Torcy  renewed  his  attempts  upon  that  general : 
but  all  his  application  and  addrefs  proved  inefFe£tual.  Pet-       ^7^* 
kum  brought  back  from   Verfailles  a   kind  of  memorial, 
importing.    That    thofc    motives  which   influenced   the 
French,  before  the  campaign  was  opened,  no  longer  fub- 
Cfted  :    That  the  winter  feafon  naturally  produced  acefla-   ' 
tionofarms,  during  which   he  would  treat  ofa  general 
and  reafonable   peace,  without   reftrid^ing  himfelfto  the 
form  of  the  preliminaries  which  the  allies  had  pretended  to 
impofe :    That,  neverthelefs,  he  would  ftill  treat  on  the 
foundation  of  thofe  conditions  to  which  he  had  confented, 
and  fend  plenipotentiaries  to  begin   the  conferences  with 
thofe  of  the  allies,   on   the   firft  day  of  January.     The 
States-General  inveighed  againft  this  memorial,  as  a  proof 
of  the  French  King's  infmcerity  j    though  he  certainly  had 
a  right  to  retraft  thofe  offers  they  had   formerly  reje<2ed. 
They  came  to  a  refolution,  that  it  was  abfolutely    necef- 
fary  to  profecute  the  war  with    vigour  ;  and  they  wrote 
preffing  letters  on  this  fubjeft  to  all  their  allies. 

§  Vil.  The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  being   afTem- 
bled  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  Queen,  in  her 
fpeech,  told  both  Houfes,    That  the   enemy   had  endea- 
voured, by  falfe  appearances,   and  deceitful  infmuations 
of  a  defire  after  peace,  to  create  jealoufies  among  the  allies : 
That  God  Almighty  had  been  pleafed  to  blefs  the  arms  of 
the  confederates   with  a  moft   remarkable   vidory,  and 
other  fuccefTes,  which  had  laid  France  open  to  the  impref- 
fion  of  the  allied  arms,  and  confequcntly  rendered  peace 
more  riecefTary  to  that  kingdom  than  it  was  at  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign.     She  infilled    upon  the  expediency   of 
profecuting  the  advantages  (he  had  gained  j    by  reducing 
that  exorbitant  and  oppreffive   power  which  had  fo  long 
.threatened  the  liberties  of  Europe.     The  parliament  were 
as  eajger  and  compliant  as  ever.     They  prefented  con- 
gratulatory addrefTes  :   they  thanked  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough for   his  fignal  fervices  ;    while  great  part  of  the 
nation  reproached  him  with  having  wantonJy  facrificed  fo 
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many  thou fand  lives  to  his  own  private  intereft  and  repu- 
tation. In  lefs  than  a  month,  the  Commons  granted  up-> 
1709.  wards  of  fix  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the  cnfuing  year; 
and  eftabliflied  a  lottery,  with  other  funds,  to  anfwer 
this  enormous  fupply.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  Decern^ 
ber,  Mr.  Dolben,  fon  to  the  late  Archbifhqp  of  York, 
complained  to  the  Houfc  of  two  fermons  preached  and 
publiflied  by  Dr.  Henry  Sacherverel,  reftor  of  St.  Saviour's 
in  Southwark,  as  containing  pofitions  contrary  to  Revolu- 
tion principles,  to  tHe  prefent  government,  and  the  pro- 
teftant  fucceflion,  Sacheverel  was  a  clergyman  of  narrow^ 
intelleds,  and  an  over-heated  imagination.  He  had  ac- 
quired fome  popularity  among  thofe  who  diftinguiftied 
themfelves  by  the  name  of  High-churchmen ;  and  took  ail 
occafions  to  vent  his  animofity  againft  the  diflenters.  At 
the  fummer  aflifes  at  Derby,  he  had  held  forth  in  that 
ftrain before  the  judges;  on  the  fifth  day*of  November, 
in  St.  Paul's  church,  he,  in  a  violent  declamation,  de- 
fended the  do£lrine  of  non-refiftance ;  inveighed  againft 
the  toleration  and  diflenters;  declared  the  church  was 
dangeroufly  attacked  by  her  enemies ;  and  flightly  de- 
fended by  her  falfe  friends :  he  founded  the  trumpet  for  the 
church,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  put  on  the  whole  ar- 
mour of  God.  Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  the  lord-mayor,  coun- 
tenanced this  harrangue,  which  was  publifhed  under  his 
protedion,  extolled  by  the  Tories,-  and  circulated  all  over 
the  nation.  The  complaint  of  Mr.  Dolben  againft  Sache- 
verel was  fcconded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
Peter  King,  and  other  members.  The  moft  violent  para- 
graphs were  read  :  the  fermons  were  voted  fcandalous  and 
feditious  libels.  Sacheverel  being  brought  to  the  bar  of 
,the  Houfe,  acknowledged  himfelf  the  authour  of  both,  and 
mentioned  the  encouragement  he  had  received  from  the 
lord-mayor  to  print  that  which  was  intituled,  ^'  The  perilaf 
of  falfe  brethren."  Sir  Samuel,  who  was  a  member,  de- 
nied he  had  ever  given  him  fuch  encouragement.  The 
do£^or  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  the  Houfe  refolved  he 
ihould  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  aod  mifdemeanours ; 
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find  Mr.  DollieA  Was  ordered  to  impeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the 
Hottfe  of  Lfords,  in  the  name  of  al)  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land.     A  trottifnittfec  was  appointed  to  draw  up  articles,       X709« 
and  Sacheverel  was  taken  into  cuftody.     At  the  fame  time, 
in  order  to  demonftrate  their  own  principles,  they  refolved. 
That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  reftor  of  St. 
Pcter's-Poor,  for  having  often  jaftffied  the  principles  oh 
which  her  Majefty  and  the  nation  proceeded  in  th6  late 
happy  revolution,   had  juftly  merited  the  favour  and  re- 
commendation of  the  Houfej  and  they  prefented   an  ad- 
drefstothc  Queen,  befeeching  her  to  beftow  fome  dignity 
in  the  church  on  Mr.  Hoadiey^  for  his  eminent  fervices 
both  to  the  church  and  ftate.     The  Queen  returned  a 
civil  anfvver,   though  Ihe  paid   no  regard  to  their  recom- 
mendation.    Hoadley  was  a  clergyman  of  found   under- 
ftanding,  Uhblemifhed  chara£ler,  and  uncommon  mode- 
ration, who,  in  a  fefmon  preached  before  the  Lord-Mayor 
of  London,  had  demonftrated   the  lawfulnefs  of  refitting 
wicked  and  cruel  go\'ernors ;  and  vindicated  the  late  revo- 
lution.    By  avowing  fuch  doftrines,   he  incurred  the  re- 
fentment  of    the   high-churchmen,  who   accufed  him  of 
having  preached  up  rebellion.     Many  books  were  written 
againft  the  maxims  •  he  profeffed.     Thefe   he  anfwered  ; 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  controverfy,'  acq^uitjed  himfelf 
with  fuperior  tehiper,  judgement,  and    folidhy  of  argu- 
ment.    He,  as  well  as  Bifhop  Burnet,    and  feveral  other 
prelates,  had  been   treated  with  great  virulence  in  Sache- 
verel's  fermon  ;  and  .the  Lord-Treafurer  was  fcurriloufly 
abufed  under  the  name  of  Volpone. 

§  VIII.  The  do£):or  being  impeached  at  the  bar  of  the 
Upper-Houfe,  petitioned  that  he  might  be  admitted  to 
bail  J  but  this  indulgence  was  refufed,  and  the  Commons 
feemed  bent  u{5on  profecuting^him  withiiich  feverity  as 
gave  difguft  to  men  of  moderate  principles.  Meanwhile 
the  Tories  were  not  idle.  They  boldly  affirmed  that  the 
Whigs  had  formed  a  defign  to  pull  down  the  church  ; 
and  that  this  profecution  was  intended  to  try  their  ftrength, 
before  they  would  proceed  openly  to  the  execution  of  their 
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project.  Thefe  afiertions  were  fupported,  and  even 
credited  by  great  part  of  the  clergy,  who  did  not  fail  to 
17^)9.  alarm  and  inflame  their  hearers  ;  while  emiilaries  were  eni-* 
ployed  to  raife  a  ferment  among  the  populace,  already 
prepared  with  difcontcnt,^  arifing  from  a  fcarcity  which 
prevailed  in  almoft  every  country  of  Europe.  The  mini- 
fters  magnified  the  dangers  to  which  the  church  was  ex« 
pofed,  from  diflenters,  Whigs,  and  lukewarm  prelates. 
Thefe  they  reprefented  as  the  authors  of  a  ruinous  war, 
which  in  a  little  time  would  produce  univerfal  famine; 
and  as  the  immediate. epcouragers  of  thpfe  Palatine  re- 
fugees who  had  been  .brought  over  to  the  riumber  of  fix 
thoufand,  and  maintained  by  voluntary  contributions 
until  they  could  be  conveniently  tranfported  intolreland^ 
and  the  plantations  in  America.  The  charity  beftowed 
upon  thofe  unhappy  ftrangers  exafperated  the  poor  of  Eng- 
land, who  felt  feverdy  the  eiie£ls  of  the  dearth,  and 
helped  to  fill  up  the  meSfure  of  popular  difcontent.  The 
articles  againft  Dr.  Sacheverel  being  exhibited,  his  perfon 
was  coinmitted  to  the  deputy*uiher  of  the  black-rod  ;  but, 
afterwards,  the  Lords  admitted  him  to  bail.  Then  he 
drew  up  an  anfwer  to  the  charge,  in  which  he  denied  fome 
articles,  and  others  he  endeavoured  to  juftlfy  or  extenuate. 
The  Commons  having  fent  up  a  replication,  declaring 
ihey  were  ready  to  prove  the  charge,  the  Lords  appointed 
the  twenty-feventh  day  of  February  for  the  trial,  in  Weft- 
xhihfter-hall. 

§  IX.  The  eyed  ofthe  whole  kingdom  were  turned  upon 
this  extraordinary  trial.  It  lafted  three  weeks,  during 
which  all  other  bufinefs  was  fufpended;  and  the  Queen  her- 
felf  was  every  day  prefent,  though  in  quality  of  a  private 
fpe<aator.  The  managers  for  the  Commons  were  Sir 
Jofeph  JekyI,  Mr,  Eyre,  Soil  ici tor-General,  Sir  Peter 
King,  recorder  of  the  city  of  London,  Lieutenant- General 
Stanhope,  Sir  Thomas  Parker,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  The  doilor  was  defended  by  Sir 
Simon  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Phipps,  and  affifted  by  Dr.  At- 
terbury,  Dr.  Smallridge,  and  Dn  friend.  A  vaft  multi- 
tude 
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tude  attended  him  every  d%y  to  and  from  Weftmlnfter-hall,  •  ^  ha  p.^ 
firivingto  kifs  his  hand,  and  prayinfi;  for  his  deliverance,   1     ^^_* 
aa  if  he  had  been  a  martyr  and  confeffor:    The  Queen's       i709v 
fedan    was  befet  by  the   populace,   exclaiming,  **  God 
blefe  your  Majefty   and  the  church.     We  hope  your 
Majefty  is  for  Dr.    Sacheverel."    They  compelled  all 
perfons  to  lift  their  hats  to  the  dodor,  as  he  paiTed  in  his 
coach  to  the  Temple,  where  he  lodged ;  and  among  thefe 
fome  members  of  parliament,  who  were  abufed  and  infulted. 
They  deftroyed  feyeral   meetlng-houfes ;  plundered    the 
dwelling-houfes  of  eminent  diflenters  ;  and  threatened  to 
pull  down  thofe  of  the  Lord-Chanpellor,    the  Earl  of 
Wharton,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Sarum.     They  even  pro- 
pofed  to  attack  the   Bank ;  fo   that  the  diredors  were         ' 
obliged  to  fend  to  Whitehall  for  affiftance«  The  horfe  and 
foot  guards  were  immediately  fentto  difperfe  the  rioters,- 
who  fled  at  their  approach.     Next  day  the  guards  were 
doubled   at  Whitehall,   and   the  trained-bands  of  Weft- 
minfter  continued  in  arms  during  the  w(iole  trial.     The 
Commons  entreated  the  Queen,  in   an  addrefs,  to  take  • 
effe&ual  me^fures  for  fuppreiling  the  prefent  tumults,  fet 
on  foot  and ,  fomented  •  by  papifts,  nonjurors,   and   other 
enemies  to  her  title  and  government.     She  exprefled  a 
deep  fenfe  of  their  care  and  concern,  ad  well  as  a  juft  re* 
fentmentat  thefc  tumultuous  and  violent  proceedings.     She 
publifhed  a  proclamation  for  fuppreiling  the  tumults ;    and 
feveral  perfons  being  apprehended,  were  afterwards  tried  for 
high-treafon.  Two  ofthem  wereconvifted,  andfentencedto 
diej  but  neither  fufFered.    The  Commons  prefented  another 
addrcfs  of  thanks  to  her  Majefty,  for  her  gracious  anfwer  to 
their  firft  remonftrance.     They  took  this  occafion  to  de- 
clare, that  the  profecution  of  the  Commons  againft  Dr. 
^eni;y  Sacheverel  proceeded  only  from  the  indifpenfablc 
obligatipn  they  lay  under  to  vindicate  the  late  happy  revo- 
lution, the  glory   of  their   royal  deliverer,  her  own  title 
and  adminiftration,  the  prefent  eftabliftiment  and  proteftant 
fucceffion,  tog;ether  with  the   toleration  and  the  quiet  of 
the  government.     When  the  dodtor's  counfel  had  finiflied 
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his  ittentc^  he  himfelf  recited  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  fo« 
lemnly  juftified  his  intentions  towards  the  Queen  and  her 
J709.  government;  and  fpoke  in  the  moft  refpedlful  terms  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  proteftant  fucceffion*  He  main- 
taihed  the  doctrine  of  non>refiftance  in  all  cafes  whatfoever, 
as  a  maxim  of  the  church  in  which  he  was  educated ;  and 
by  many  {)'athetical  cxprefEons  endeavoured  to  excite  the 
compaffion  of  the  audience.  He  was  furrounded  by  the 
Queen^s  chaplains,  who  encouraged  and  extolled  him  as 
the  champion  df  the  church ;  and  he  was  privately  favoured 
by  the  Queen  h^rfelf,  who  could  not  but  relHh  a  dodrihe 
fo  well  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  regal  authority. 

§  X.  On  the  tenth  day  of  March,  the  Lords  being  ad- 
journed to  their  own  houfe,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  prb- 
pofed  the  following  qiieftion,  •*  Whether,  in  profecutiohs 
*'  by  impeachments  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours, 
**  by  writing  or  fpeaking,  the  particular  words  fuppofed 
•*  to  be  criminal  are  neceflary  to  be  exprefely  fpecified  in 
**  ftich  rmpcjichments  ?*'  The  judges  being  confulted, 
were  unanimoufly  Gf  opinion,  that,  according  to  law,  the 
grounds  of  an  indi£i;ment  or  impeachment'  ought  to  be 
ckprefsly  mentioned  in  both.  One  of  the  lords  having 
fuggefted,  th^t  the  judges  had  delivered  their  opinions 
according  to  the  rules  of  Weftminfter-hall,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  the  ufage  of  parliament,  the  Houfe  refolved, 
that  in  impeachments  they  (bould  proceed  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  lai^,  and  the  law  and  ufage  of  parliaments. 
On  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month,  the  Queen  berng  in 
the  Houfe  incognito,  they  proceeded  to  confider  whether 
or  not  the  Commons  bad  made  good  the  articles  exhibited 
againft  Dft  SachcvereK  The  Earl  of  Wharton  obferved, 
that  the  dolor's  fpeecb  was  a  full  confutation  and  con- 
demnation of  his  fermon:  that  all  be  had  advanced  about 
nonrrefiftance  itnd  unlimited  obedience  was  falfe  and  ridi- 
culous :  thit  the  dodrine  of  paffive  obedience,  as  urged  by 
the  doAor,  was  not  reconcileable  to  the  praflice  of  church- 
men r'that  \ith€  Revolution  was  not  lawful,  many  in  that 
Houfe,  and  vaft  htteliers  Hvit)iout,  wcte  guilty  of  blood, 
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murther,  rapine,  and  injuftioe;  and  that  the  Queen  her- 
felf  was  no  lawful  fovereign,  fince  tfac  beft  title  flie  bad 
to  the  crown^  was  her  parliamentary  title,  founded  >709* 
upon  the  Revolution.  He  was  anfwered  by  the 
Lord  Haveriham  in  a  long  fpeech.  Lord  Ferrers  faid, 
if  the  dodor  was  guilty  <rf'  fome  foolilh  unguarded  expref- 
fions,  he  ought  to  h^ve  been  tried  at  common  law.  The 
Earl  of  Scarborough  obferved,  the  Revolution  was  a  nice 
point,  and  above  the  law:  he  moved  that  they  ihould 
adjourn  the  debate,  and  take  time  to  confider  before  they 
gave  judgement  Dodor  Hooper,  Bifliop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  allowed  the  neceffity  and  legality  of  refiftance  iit 
fome  extraordinary  cafes ;  but  was  of  opfaiion,  that  this 
maxim  ought  to  be  conqealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
people,  who  are  naturally  too  apt  to  refift :  that  the  Revo* 
lution  was  not  to  be  boafted  of,  nor  made  a  precedent: 
but  that  a  mantle  oU^ght  to  be  thrown  over  it,  and  it  fliould 
be  called  a  vacancy  or  abdication.     He  faid  the  original 

'  compad  were  dangerous  words,  not  to  be  mentioned  with- 
out greafcaution:  that  thbfe  who  examined  the  Revolutioh 
too  nicely  were  no  friends  to  it ;  and  that  there  feemed 
to  be  a  neceffity  for.  preaching  tup  non-refiftance*  and 
pafEve  obedience  at  that  time,*  when  refiftance  was  juflified. 
The  Duke  of  Afgyle  affirmed,  that  the  clergy  in  all  ages 
had  delivered  up  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people, 
preaching  up  the  King's  power,  in  order  to  govern  him 
the  more  eafily ;  and,  therefore,  Ihcy  ought  not  to  be  fiHfer- 
cd  Co  meddle  with  politicks.  The  Earl  of  Anglefey  owned 
the  dodor  had  preached  nonfenfe ;  but  faid  that  was  no 
crime.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  diftinguiflied  between  refift-- 
ance  and  revolution  ;  for,  ^ad  not  the  laft  fucceeded,  it 
would  have  certainly  beenrefeelli^n,  fince  he  knew  of  nq 
other  but  hereditary  right.  The  B'rBio^  of  Salifbury  j  ufli-^ 
fied  refiftance  from  the  book  of  Maccabees:  he  mentioned 
the  conduft  0f  Queen  Elifabeth,  who  affifted  the  Scots, 
the  French,  and  the  States-Genral,  in  refifting.  their 
different  fovereigns,  and  was  fupported  in  this  pradice 

[}»tk  by  her  parliaments  and  her  convocations.  He  obferved 
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that  King  Cbfuj€$  I;  fhfldaffifted  the  citizens  of  Rocl^eUe 
♦in  their  rpb^Uioa;.  thatManwaring  incutrcd  afeverecen^ 
>7P9*     /ure  from  the  parliament,  for  havings  broached  the  dodrine 
of  the  divine  right  of. kings ;  and.  that  though  this  beq^ipe 
a  favourite  m^xim   aft^r  the   reftqratidn,    yet  its  watipeft 
.  affef ters  were  the  fix&  who  pleaded  for  refiftance  when  they 
ithought  themfelvesoppreffed.     The  Archbiihop  of  Y^rk, 
the  D4»ke  of  Buckingham,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Tory 
interdl,  declared  that  they  never  read  fuch  a  piece  of  mad- 
jiefs  and  nonfenfe  as  Sacheverel'^  fermon ;  but  they  did 
yupX  think  him  guilty  of  a  mjfdem^anour.  /.Next  day,  jDr. 
Wake,  Bifliop  of  Lincoln,  accufed  Ssi^^eyerel  of  havJQg 
m^e  aftr^nge  and  faJfe  reprefentation  of  the  defign  for  a 
compreheniion,  which  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  Archbiftiop 
Bancroft,  and  promoted  by  the  moft  eminent  divines  of 
the  church  of  England.     He  was  of  Qpinion  thatfome 
jlep  fbould  be  taken  for  putting  a  ftop  to  fuch  preaching, 
aa,  if  not  timely  corre.6led,  might  kindle  hes^ts  and  ani- 
n^pii^i^.  that  w^uld  ejidi^ger  both  church  and  ftate...  Ox* 
^rimnd,  Biflipppfl^orwich,  expatiated  uponth^  infolen^^. 
pf  Sach&verel,  who  bad.  arraigned  Archbishop  Grindal,  one 
of  the  eminent    reforcrvBrs,  as  a  perfidious  prelate,  ;  far 
having  favoured  and  tolerated  the  difcipline  of  Geneva^ 
He  enlarged  upon  the  good  eff^dsof  thetoli^ration.    {Jc 
took  notice  of  SachevereFs  pr^fumption  in  pi(l>li(bihg  in* 
flamma|;ory  prayers^  d^Iaring  hiipfelf  under  perfecution, 
while  he  was  profecuted  for  ojFending  againft  the  law,  by 
diofe  who  in  common  juftice  ought  to  be  thought  the 
fjaireft  accufers,  and  bqfore  their  lordihips,  who  were  juftly 
acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  impartial  judges.     In  dif- 
cuffing  the  fourth  article,  .the  Bifhop  of  Silift)ury  fpokc 
with  great  vehemence  againft   Sacheverel,    who,  by.  in «. 
veighing  againft  the. Revolution,  toleratipn,  artd  union, 
fcemed  to  arraign  and  attack  the  Queen  hcrfelf ;  fince.her 
Majefty  had  fo  great.a  fharein  the  firft  -,  had  i^ften  declared 
(he  would  mairitain  the  fecond ;  apd  that  (be  Ipoked  upoi^ 
the  third  as  the  n(^oft. glorious  event  of  her  reign. .  H«, 
)#rmed  that  nothing  cQuId  be  more  plain  tbim  thedoaoPii..' 
: :-,  .    M  ,  reflc£ling 
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reflecting  upon  her  Majefty*s  minifters ;  and  that  he  had 
fo  well  marked  out  a  noble  peer  there  prefent,  by  an  ugly 
and  fcurrilous   epithet  which   he  would  not  repeat,  that        1709 
it  was  not  poi&ble  to  miftake  his  meaning.     Some  of  the 
yoanger  peers  could  not  help  laughing  at  this  undefigned 
farcafm  upon  the  Lord-Treafurer,  whom  Sacheverel  had  re- 
viled under  the  name  of  Volpone :  they  exclaimed,  *'  Name 
*^  him,  name  him ;"  and,   in  all  probability,  the  zealous 
Vifhop,  who  was  remarkable  for  abfence  of  mind  and  un« 
guarded   exprei&ons,  would  have  gratified  their  requeft, 
had  not  the  Chancellor,  interpoling,    declared  that    no 
peer  was  obliged  to  fay  more  than  he  ihould  think  proper. 

§  XL  After  obilinate  difputes,  and  much  virulent  alter- 
cation, Sacheverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majority; of  feven- 
ttzn  voices;  and   four -and -thirty  peers   entered  a  proteft 
againft  this  decifion.    He  was  prohibited  from  preaching  foi* 
the  term  of  three  years:  his  two  fermons  were  ordered  to  be 
buriit  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  in  prefence  of 
the  Lord-Mayor  and  the  two  iheriiFs  of  London  and  Mid- 
dlefex.      The  Lords  likewife  voted  that  the  executioner 
ftould  commit  to  the  fame  fire  the  famous  decree  paiTed  in 
the  convocation  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  aflerting  the 
abfolute  authority  and  indefeafible  right  of  princes.'     A 
nice  fentence  was  denounced  by  the  Commons  upon  a  book 
intituled,  •*  Collections  of  paflages  referred  to  by  Dr.  Sa- 
**  cheverel,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  impeachment/f 
Thefe  he  had  felefled  from  itppious  books  lately  publiflied, 
and  they  were  read  by  his  counfel,  as  proofs  that  the  church 
was  in  danger.     The  lenity  of  the  fcntcnde  paffed  upon 
Sacheverel,  which  was  }n  a  great meafure  owing  tothedread 
of  popular  refcntment,  his  friends  confidered  as  a  vidlory 
obtained  over  a  Whig  faftion,  and  they  celebrated  thei|r 
triumph  with  bonfires  and  illuminations.    On  the  fifth  day   An.  17:0, 
of  April,  the  Queen  ordered  the  parliament  to  be  proro- 
gued, after  having,  in  her  fpeech  to  both  HoUfes,  expref-  Hare.*^ 
fed  her  concern  for  the  neceffary  occafion  which  had  taken   Jorcy. 
lip  great  part  of  their  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  Hift!"of'th'« 
fcffion.    She  declared  that  no  prince  could  have  a  more  true  P*  of  MarU 

,;  .  ,,  ;  _  J    borough. 
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^  Voltaire, 
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amd  t^n^r  concern  for  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the 
church  than  ihe  had,  and  fhould  always  have^  and  {he 
1710.  faid  it  was  very  injurious  to  take  a  pretence  from  wicked 
and  malicious  libels^  to  infinuate  that  the  church  was  in 
danger  hy  her  adminiftration. 

§  XII.  The  French  King,  feeing  the  naifery  of  his  people 
daily  increafe,  and  all  his  refources  fail,  humbled  himfelf 
again  before  the  allies,  and  by  the  nieans  pf  Petkum,  who 
ftill  correfpondcd  with  his  minifters,  implored  the  States- 
Gener;^!,  that  the  negociation  might  be  reftimed.  In  order 
to  fapijitatc  their  confent,  he  defpatched  a  new  projcdl  of 
pacification,  in  which  hepromifed  to  renounce  his  grand- 
fon,  and  to  comply  with  all  their  oth^r  demands,  provided 
the  £le<^ors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria(houId  be  re-dlabliih- 
ed  jn  their  eftates  and  dignities.  Tbefe  overtures  being 
r^ef^ed,  another  plan  was  offered,  and  communicated  to 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor  and  -Queen  of  Great*" 
Britain:  Then  Petkum  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Marqui:$  de 
Torcy,  intimating,  that  the  allies  rjequired  his  moft  Chri- 
ilian  Majefty  ibould  declaxe,  y^  plain  and  ^xprcfiive  terms^ 
that  heconfented  to  all  the  preliminaries,  except  the  thirty<- 
ieventh  article,  which  ilipulated  a  cefiation  of  arms,  in 
cafe  the  Spaniih  monarchy  fhould  be  delivered  to  King 
Charles  in  the  fpaceof  two  months.  Me  faid,  the  allies 
^ould  fend  pafiports  to  the  French  minifters,  to  treat  of 
^n  equivalent  for  that  article.  Louis  was  even  forced  to 
fwallow  this  bitter  draught.  He  fignified  his  confent,  an4 
appointed  the  Marefchal  D'Uxelles  and  the  Abbe  Po- 
lignac  his  plenipotentiaries.  They  were  not  fufFered, 
however,  to  enter  Holland,  but  were  met  by  the  Deputies 
Buys  and  Vanderduffen  at  Gertruydenberg.  Meanwhile, 
the  States  defired  the  Queen  of  England  to  fend  over  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  to  aiHft  them  with  his  advice  iq 
thefc  conferences.  The  two  Houfes  of  parliament  fecond- 
ed  their  requeft  in  a  joint  addrefs  to  her  Majefty,  who  told 
them  fhe  had  already  given  dire^ions  for  his  departure^ 
and  faid  ihe  was  glad  to  find  they  concurred  with  her  in  4 
^uft  fenfe  of  the  Duke's  eminent  fervipcs.    Both  the  letter 
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and  theaddFefs.  were  procured  by  the  intereft  of  Marl? 
boroqgbj  to  let  the  Queen  fee  how  much  that  nobleman 
was  confidered  both  at   home  and  abroad.     But  (he  was       i7»0' 
already  wholly  alienated  from  him  in  her  heart,  and  thefc 
expedients  ferved  only  to  increafe  her  difguft. 

§  XIII.  The  French  minifters  were  fubjefled  to  every 
fpecies  of  mortification.  They  were  in-  a  manner  con- 
fined to  a  fmallfortified  town,  and  all  their  conduct  nar- 
rowly watched-  Their  accommodation  was  mean  : 
their  letters  were  opened ;  and  they  were  dally  infulted 
by  injurious  libels.  The  Dutch  deputies  would  hear  of 
no  relaxation,  and  no  expedient  for  removing  the  diffi- 
culties that  retarded  the  negociation.  In  vain  the  pleni- 
potentiaries declared,  that  the  French  King  could  not 
with  decency;  or  the  leaft  regard  to  his  honour,  wage 
war  sigainft  bis  own  grandfon  :  the  deputies  infifted  upon 
his  effetSing  the  ceffion  of  Spain  aiid  the  Indies  to  the  houfc 
of  Auftria ;  and  fubmitting  to'every  other  article  fpecified 
in  the  preliminaries*  Nay,  they  even  referved  to  them- 
felvcs  a  power  of  making  ulterior  demands  after  the  pre- 
liminaries fliould  be  adjufted.  Louis  propofed  that  fome 
fmall  provifion  fliould  be  made  for  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
which  might  induce  him  to  relinquifli  Spain  the  more  eafily; 
He  mentioned  the  kingdom  of  Arragon;  and  this  hint 
being  difagreeable  to  the  allies,  he  demanded  Naples  and 
Sicily.  When  they  urged  that  Naples  was  already  in 
poffeflxon  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  reftrliled  the  pro«^ 
vifion  to  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  He  offered  to  deliver  up 
four  cautionary  towns  in  Flanders,  as  a  fecurity  for  Philip'5 
evacuating  Spain ;  and  even  promifed  to  fupply  the  con- 
federates with  a  monthly  fum  of  money,  to  defray  the 
cxpenfe  of  expelling  that  prince  from  his  dominions, 
fliould  he  refufe  to  refign  them  with  a  good  grace.  The 
fubftance  of  all  the  conferences  was  communicated  to 
"hcixi  Townfliend,  and  Count  Zinzendprf,  the  Imperial 
plenipotentiary;  but  the  condudl  of  the  depbties  was  re^ 
gulated  by  the  Penfionary  Heinfius,  who  was  firmly,  at- 
tached to  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  Qf> Marlborough, 
^ ''   ■  ■  ■■■■■■   more 
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more  averfc  than  ever  to  a  pacification,.  The  negociation 
iafted  from  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  to  the  twenty- 
1710.  fifth  of  July,  during  which  term  the  conferences  were 
feveral  time»  interrupted,  and  a  great  many  defpatches  and 
new  propofals  arrived  from  Verfailles.  At  length,  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries returned  to  France,  after  having  fejnt  a  letter 
to  the  Penfionary,  in  which  they  declared,  that  the  pro- 
pofals made  by  the  deputies  were  unjuft  and  impra£i:icable  ; 
and  complained  of  the  unworthy  treatment  to  which  they 
had  been  expofed.  Louis  refolved  to  hazard  another  cam- 
paign, not  without  hope,  that  there  might  be  fome  lucky 
incident  in  the  events  of  war,  and  that  the  approaching 
revolution  in  the  Englifh  miniftry,  of  which  he  was  well 
apprifed,  would  beproduSive  of  a  more  reafonable  paci- 
fication. The  States-General  refolved,  That  the  enemy 
had  departed  from  the  foundation  on  which  the  nego- 
ciation had  begun,  and  ftudied  pretences  to  evade  the  exe- 
cution of  the  capital  points,  the  reftitution  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies;  and,  in  fbort,  that  France  had  no  other  view 
than  to  fow  and  create  jealoufy  and  difunion  among  the 
allies.  Lord  Townfliend,  in  a  memorial,  afllired  them,  that 
the  Queen  entirely  approved  their  refolution,  and  all  the 
Iteps  they  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation ; 
and  that  (he  was  firmly  refolved  to  profecute  the  war  with 
all  poffible  vigour,  until  the  enemy  fhould  accept  fuch 
terpis  of  peace  as  might  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Chriftian  world, 

§  XIV.  The  conferences  did  not  retard  the  operations 
of  the  Campaign.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough fet  out  from  the  Hague  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
March  for  Tournay,  in  order  toaflTemble  the  forces  whicb 
were  quartered  on  the  Maefe,  in  Flanders,  and  Brabant* 
On  the  twentieth  of  April,  they  fuddenly  advanced  to 
Pont-a-Vendin,  in  order  to  attack  the  line's  upon  which 
the  French  had  been  at  work  all  the  winter,  hoping  by 
thefc  to  cover  Douay  and  other  frontier  towns,  which  were 
threatened  by  the  confederates.  The  troops  left  for  the 
defenfe  of  the  lines  retired  without  oppofition*    The  allies 

having 
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^ving  laid  bridges  over,  the  Scarpe,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough with  his  ^ivHion  pafled  that  river,  and  encamped 
at  Vitri.  Prince  Eugene  reoiaiaed  on  the  other  fide,  and  1710, 
invefted  Douay,  the  enemy,  retiring  towards  Cambray. 
Marefchal  Villars  ftill  commanded  the  French  army, 
which  was  extremely  numerous  and  well  appointed,  con- 
fidering  the  diftrefs  of  that  kingdom.  Indeed,  the  number 
was  augmented  by  this  diftrefs  ;  for  many  thoufands  faveJ 
ihemfelves  from  dying  of  hunger,  by  carrying  arms  in  the 
iervice.  The  marefchs^l  having  aflembied  all  his  forces, 
pailed  theSchelde,  and  encamped  at  Boucham,  declaring 
that  he  vvrould  give  battle  to  the  confederates :  an  alteration 
was  immediately  made  in  the  difpoiition  of  the  allies,  and 
proper  precautions  taken  for  his  receptiian.  He  advanced 
in  order  of  battle ;  but  having  viewed  the  fituation  of 
the  confederates,  he  marched  back  to  the  heights  of  St. 
Laurence,  where  he  fixed  his  camp.  His  aim  was  by 
continual  alarms  to  .interrupt  the  fiege  of  Douay,  which 
was' vigoroiifly. defended  by'a  numerous  garrifon,  under  the 
command  of  Monfieur  Albcrgotti,  who  made  a  number  of 
fucce&ful  failles,  in  which  the  befiegers  loft  a  great  num- 
ber of  men.  They  were  likewife  repulfed  in  feveral 
aflaults:  but  ftill  proceeded  with  unremitting  vigour^ 
until  the  befieged  being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  were 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  June,  fifty 
days  after  the  trenches  had  been  opened.  The  generals 
finding  it  impradicable  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  were 
pofted  within,  ftrong  lines  from  Arras  towards  Miramont, 
refolved  tabefiege  Bethune,  which  was  inveftcd  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July,  and  furrendered  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  Auguft.  Villars  marched  out  of  his  entrenchments 
with  a  view  to  raife  the  fiege :  but  he  did'not  think  proper 
to  hazard  an  engagement:  fome  warm  (kirmifbes,  however, 
happened  between  the  foragers  of  the  two  armies.  After 
the  redu£lion  of  Bethune,  the  allies  befieged  at  one  time 
th6  towns  of  Aire  and  St.  Venant,  which  were  taken 
without  much  difficulty.  Then  the  armies  brolce  up,  and 
{narched  into  winter^-quartefs, 
:.      .  .  ■^■  ^  ■  ■        ,    ■  ■-•  «XV. 
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'  §  XV.  The  Gamp^ign  on  the  BJiine  wa$  produ3:ive  df 
no  military  eyent :  nor  was  >ny  thing  of  confequenoe 
i/io.  ^ranfafled  in  Piedmont.  The  Ottke  o^  .Savoy  being  in*- 
difpofed  and  out  of  humour,  .  the  command. of  the  fiurce$ 
ftill  continued  v^fted  in  Count  Thaun,  who  endeavoured 
to  pafs  the  Alp$,  anid  penetrate  into  Daupbiae:  but  thiC 
Duke  of  Berwick  had  ^,^ft  up.^iMrienjchmentsin.themoun- 
tainsy  and  taken  .fii^h  precautions  %<>  'guard  them^  ^ 
baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  Imperial  general*  Spaii^ 
was  much  more  fruitful  of  military  incidents.  The  horfc 
and  dragoons  in  the  army  of  King  ^-Charles,  beaded  by 
General  Stanhope,  attacked  th^  whole  cavalry  of  the  cm^ 
my  at  Aimepnar^a.  Stanhope  charged,  in  perfon,  and  with 
his  own  hand  flew  General  A^ei&ga,  who  commanded 
the  guards  of  Philip,  The  Sp^niih  horfc  were  entirely 
routed,  together  with  nine'  battalions  that  efcaped  by 
favour  of  the  dai-knpfs ;  and  the  main'  body  of  the  army 
retired  with  precipitation  to  Lerida.  General  Stajcenxf 
berg  purfued  them  to  Saragofia,  where  he  found  theni 
4rawn  up  in  order  of  battle;  and  an  engagement  enfuing 
on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft,  the  enemy  were  tntaUy  defeat-^ 
^d :  five  thoufand  of  their  men  were  killed,  fevten  thoufand 
taken,  together  with  all  their  artillery,  and  a  great  number 
of  colours  and  flandards.  King  Charles  entered  Sara* 
goffa  in  triumph,  while  Philip  with  the  wreck  of  his  armjF 
retreated  to  Madrid.  Having  fent  his  Queen  and  fon  to 
Vidoria,  he  retired  to  Valladolid,  in  order  to  colle£t  his 
fcattered  troops,  fo  as  to  form  another  army.  The  good 
fortune  of  Charles  was  of  fliort  duration-.  Stanhope  pro- 
pofed  that  he  ibould  immediately  fecure  Pampeluna,  the 
only  pafs  by  which  the  French  King  could  fend  troppa  to 
Spain:  but  this  falutary  fcheme  was  rgeded.  King 
Charles  proceeded  to  Madrid,  which  was  deferted  by  all 
the  grandees  \  ai^  he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  that  the 
Caftilians  were  univerfally  attached  to  his  competitor. 

§  XYI,  While  his  forces  continued  cantbned  in  flie 

neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  the  King  of  France,  at  th^ 

requeft  of  Philip,  fent  the  Duke  de  Vendome  to  take  the 
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command  of  the  Spanifh  army,  which  Wis  at  the  fame 
titae  re-enforced  by  detachments  of  French  troops.  Ven- 
dome*$  reputation  was  fo  high,  and  his  perfon  fo  beloved  1710 
by  the  fbldiery,  that  his  prefence  was  almoft  equivalent 
■  to  an  army.  A  great  number  of  voluntiers  immediately 
affembled  to  fignalize  themfelves  under  the  eye  of  this 
renowned  general.  The  Caftilians  were  infpired  with 
frclh  courage,  and  made  furprifmg  efforts  in  favour  of 
their  fovereign;  fo  that  in  lefs  than  three  months  after  his 
defeat  at  Saragofla,  he  was  in  a  condition  to  go  in  queft 
of  his  rival.  Charles,  on  the  other  hand,  was  totally  ne- 
glefled  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great-Britain,  which 
took  nofteps  to  fupply  his  wants,  or  enable  him  ta  profe- 
cute  the  advantages  he  had  gained.  In  the  beginning  of 
Novcttiber  his  army  marched  back  to  Saragbffa,  and  was 
cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cifuentes,  where 
Staremberg  eftabliflied  his  head-quarters.  General  Stan- 
hope, with  the  Britifli  forces,  was  quartered'in  the  little 
town  of  Brihuega,  where,  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of 
the  month,  he  found  himfelf  fuddenly  furrounded  by  the 
whole  Spanifh  army.  As  the  place  was  not  tenable,  and 
he  had  very  little  ammunition,  he  was  obliged,  after  a 
fliort  but  vigorous  refiftance,  to  capitulate,  and  furrender 
himfelf  and  all  his  forces  prifoners  of  war,  to  the  amount 
of  two  thoufand  men,  including  three  lieutenant-generals, 
one  major-general,  one  brigadier,  with  all  the  colonels  and 
officers  of  the  refpeftive  regiments.  He  was  greatly  cen- 
fured  for  having  allowed  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  ;  for,  if 
he  had  placed  a  guard  upon  the  neighbouring  hills,  ac- 
cording to  the  advice  of  General  Carpenter,  he  might  have 
received  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach  time  enough  to 
rttite  to  Cifuentes.  Thither  he  had  detached  his  aide-du- 
camp,  with  an  account  of  his  fituation,  on  the  appearance 
of  the  Spanifli  army  j  and  Staremberg  immediately  af- 
feihbled  his  forces.  About  eleven  in  the  forenoon  they 
began  to  march  towards  Brihuega  ;  but  the  roads  were  fo 
bad,  that  night  overtook  them  before  they  reached  the 
heights  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place.     Staremberg 
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is  fatd  to  have  loitered  away  his  time  unneceflkrily^.  frotill 
motives  of  envy  to  the  Englifh  general,  who  had  furren- 
1710.  dered  before  his  arrival.  The  troops  lay  all  night  on*  their 
^rms  near  Villa-viciofa,  and  on  the  twenty^ninth  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  doubled  their  number.^  Sta-; 
remberg's  l^ft  wing  was  utterly  defeated,  all  the  infantry 
that  compofed  it  having  been  either  cut  in  pieces  or  taken: 
but  the  vid^ors,  inftead  of  following  the  blow,  began  to 
plunder  the  baggage;  and  Staremberg  with  his  right  wing 
fought  their  left  with  furpriflng  valour  and  perfeverance 
till  night.  Then  they  retired  in  diforder,  leaving  him 
mafter  of  the  field  of  battle  and  of  all  their  artillery.  Six 
tboufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot :  but  the 
allies  had  fufFered  fo  feverely  that  the  general  could  not 
maintain  his  ground.  He  ordered  the  canon  to  be  nailed 
up,  and  marched  to  Saragofla,  from  whence  he  retired  to 
Catalonia.  Thither  he  was  purfued  by  the  Duke  de 
Vendome,  who  reduced  Balagucr,  in  which  he  had  left 
agarrifon,  and  compelled  him  to  take  fhelter  under  the 
-walls  of  Barcelona.  At  this  period  the  Duke  de  Noaillea. 
invefled  Gironne,  which  he  reduced,  notwithftanding  the 
feverity  of  the  weather :  fo  that  Philip,  from  a  fugitive,  be- 
came in  three  months  abfblute  mafter  of  the  whole  Spanifb 
monarchy,  except  the  province  of  Catalonia,  and  even 
that  lay  open  to  his  incurfions.  Nothing  of  confequence 
was  achieved  on  the  fide  of  Portugal,  from  whence  the 
Earl  of  Galway  returned  to  England  by  the  Queen's  per- 
mifEon. '  The  operations  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  during  this 
fummer,  were  fo  inconfiderable  as  fcarce  to  dcferve  notice* 
Sir  John  Norris  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
with  a  view  to  fupport  the  Camifars,  who  were  in  arms  in 
the  Cevennes,  failed  to  port  Cette,  within  a  league  of  Mar- 
feilles,  and  at  thediftanceof  fii;teen  from  the  infurgents. 
The  place  furrendered,  without  oppofition,  to  about  feven 
hundred  men  that  landed  under  the  command  of  Major* 
General  SaiiFan,  a  native  of  Languedoc.  Helikewife  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  town   and  caftle  of  Ayde;  but  the 
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Dtike  de  Noailles  advancing  with  a  body  of  forces  to 
join  the  Duke  de  Roquelaire,  who  commanded  in  thofe 
parts,  the  Englifh  abandoned  their  conquefts,  and  re-em-  ^'^^^' 
barked  with  precipitation.  After  the  battle  of  Pultowa 
the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  reduced  all  Livonia :  but  he  and 
King  Auguftus  agreed  to  a  neutrality  for  Pomerania* 
The  King  of  Sweden  continued  at  Bender,  and  the  Grand 
Signor  interejded  himfelf  fo  much  in  behalf  of  that  prince, 
as  to  declare  war  againft  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia.  Hoftili- 
ties  were  carried  on  between  the  Swedifh  and  Daniih  fleets 
with  various  fuccefs.  The  malcontents  in  Hungary  fu- 
ftained  repeated  lofles  during  the  fummer:  but  they  were 
encouraged  to  maintain  the  war  by  the  rupture  between 
the  Ottoman  Porte  and  Ruflia.  They  were  flattered  with 
hopes  of  auxiliaries  from  the  Turks  3  and  expelled  engi* 
neers  and  money  from  the  French  monarch. 

§  XVII.  In  England,  the  effeSts  of  thofe  intrigues 
which  had  been  formed  againft  the  Whig  minifters  began 
to  appear.  The  trial  of  Sacheverel  had  excited  a  popular 
fpirit  of  averfion  to  thofe  who  favoured  the  diffenters. 
From  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  addreflTes  were  prefented  to 
the  Queen,  cenfuring  all  refifiance  as  a  rebellious  do£lrine, 
founded  upon  antimonarchical  and  republican  principles. 
At  the  fame  time  counter  addrefles  were  procured  by  the 
Whigs,  extolling  the  Revolution,  and  magnifying  the  con- 
duct of  the  prefent  parliament.  The  Queen  began  toex- 
prefs  her  attachment  to  the  Tories,  by  mortifying  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  Upon  the  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Efllex  fhe  wrote  to  the  General,  defiring  that  the  regi- 
ment which  had  been  commanded  by  that  nobleman 
fliould  be  given  to  Mr.  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Maiham,  who 
had  fupplanted  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  in  the  Queen's 
friendfliip,  and  was  in  eiFed  the  fource  of  this  political 
revolution.  The  Duke  reprefented  to  her  Majefty,  in 
perfon,  the  prejudice  that  would  redound  to  the  fervice 
from  the  promotion  of  fuch  a  young  ofHcer  over  the  heads 
of  a  great  many  brave  men,  who  had  exhibited  repeated 
proofs  of  valour  and  capacity.    He  expoftulated  with  his 
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fovereign  on  this  extrabrdinary  mftrk  of  partial  regard  to 
the  brother  of  Mrs  Mafham,  which  he  could  not  help  con* 
lyioT^  fideririg  as  a  declaration  againft  himfelf  and  bis  family, 
who  had  fo  much  caufe  to  complain  of  that  lady*!)  maltcfc 
and  ingratitude..  To  this  retnonftfance  the  Queen  made  no 
other  reply,  but  that  he  would  do  well  to  confult  his  frierids. 
The  Earl  of  Godolphin  enforced  his  fricndV  arguments, 
though  without  effed;  and  the  Duke  retired  in  difguft  to. 
Windfor.  The  Queen  appeared  at  council  without  taking 
the  leaft  notice  of  his  abfence,  which  did  not  fail  to  alarm 
the  whole  Whig  fadlidh.  Several  noblemen  ventured  to 
'fpeak  to  her  Majefty  on  the  fubjefi,  and  explain  the  bad 
confequences  of  difobliging  a  man  who  had  done  fuch  emi- 
nent fcrvices  to  the  nation.  She  told  them  his  fervices 
were  ftill  fre(h  in  her  memory  ;  and  that  (he  retained  all 
her  former  kindnefs  for  his  perfon.  Hearing,  however, 
that  a  popular  clamour  was  raifed,  and  that  the  Houft  of 
Commons  intended  to  pafs  fome  votes  that  would  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  her  and  her  new  counfellors,  (he  ordered  the 
Earl  of  Qodolphin  to  write  to  the  Duke,  to  difpofe  of  the 
regiment  as  he  fhould  think  proper,  and  return  to  toWn 
immediately.  Before  he  received  this  intimation  he  had 
fent  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  defiring  fhe  would  permit  him 
to  retire  from  bufinefs.  In  arifwer  to  this  petition,  fhe 
aflured  him  his.fufpicions  were  groundlefs,  and  infifted 
upon  his  coming  to  council.  The  Duchefs  demanded  an 
audience  of  her  Majefty,  on  pretence  of  vindicating  her 
own  chara6ter  from  fome  afperfions.  She  hoped  to  work 
upon  the  Queen's  tendernefs,  and  retrieve  the  influence 
file  had  loft.  She  protefted,  argued,  wept,  and  fuppli- 
cated :  but  the  Queen  was  to  well  pleafed  with  her  own 
deliverance  from  the  tyranny  of  the  othef^s  friendfliip,  to 
incur  fuch  flavery  for  the  future.  All  the  humiliation  of 
the  Duchefs  ferved  only  to  render  herfelf  the  more  con- 
temptible. The  Queen  heard  her  without  exhibiting  thii 
hjaft  fign  of  emotion,  and  all  (he  would  vouchfafe,  was  a 
a  repetition  of  thefe  words,  *'  You  defired  no  anfwer,  and 
««  you  fliall  have  none  ;'*  alluding  to  an  cxprcffion  in  a 
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kttcr  ite  had  recipiyed  from  the  duchef?.    As  an  zidU   ^^^P- 
tipMl  mortific^jtipa   ftp  t^^e  miniftry,  jthe  ofEce  of  Jord-  .    ,  !  ^ 
chsmhcrlain  wius  transferred  from  (he  Pqkc  pf  Kent  to       17 lo. 
the  Pujcp  of  Shrp\y/bury,  who  h?d  Ijitely  vo^ed  >yith  the 
Tories,   Jiod  wgiatained  an  ifitima^y  of  correfpondencq 
with  Mr,   Harky.     The  intereftof  the  Pyke  of  MgrJ- 
boroii^b  WW  |)Pf  fven  fu/gcient  to  prevept  th^  difmiffion 
of  hi5  own  fon-ia-Uwr,  the  Earl  pf  Sjui^derJ^nd,  froi;n  the 

E>ft  of  fecretary  of  ilatp,  in  y^hich  he  w^s  fucceeded  by 
ojrd  D-3urtmoyrth. 

^  XVIIL  Thse  Q^ieen  W9s  gensr^JIy  applauded  fojf 
tbu$  aflfeftiwg  her  j lift  prejx>gg|ive,  ;j.Qd  fettipg  berfelf  free 
froro  na  arbitrary  cab^l,  by  which  /he  had  been  fo.long 
kspt  in  d^j^eadphoe.  Ti^  JDwJc*  of  Beaufprt  went  to  court 
on  tbiis  occafiwj  and  tojd  her  Maj,efty,  he  was  extrennely 
gl^  that  be  cpuld  nPW  /alutc  her  Queen  in  reality..  The 
whole  Whig  party  were  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  alterations^ 
The  direftor^  «pf  jbhc  3fMQ^  rppf^cjn^^i  to  her  Majefty  the 
jrgudice  that  would  undoufctediy  accrue  to  pubJick  credi.t 
frpitt  ;i  change  pf  ihe  .miqiilry^  The  Emperor  and  the 
J5|ates.-U^^sjl  interpofed  m  this  donuejftick  jevplutiom 
Tb^minii^ers  %t  Jw'Olidan  prefented  nikemprials,  e^cplaining 
in  wh^t  mai9n€;r  fore4gn  aJ^ai^s  would  be  influenced  by  an 
9\i^smof^  m  ^  3ritj/h  miniftry.  The  Queen  aflnred 
(them^  iih^t^  Wihajbeyer  changes  jnight  be  ,made,  the  D  uke  of 
M9rIhQf9^gh  ibould  ibe  continued  in  his  employmentSp 
In  the  JDoath  of  Auguft  the  E^rl  p;f  Gpdolphin  was«  diveile^ 
of  his  Oiffice,  and  the  Tcqafury  put  in  commijQiony  fubje<3ed 
$0  th^  ditedtion  of  parley,  appointed  chancellor  of  xhe 
£xchequer  atid  under-ti^eafurer.  The  Earl  of  Rochefter 
was  declare  preiident  of  thecouncil,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
£omej:s:  theftaff  pf  lotd -Howard  beting  taken,  from  the 
Duke  of  JD^vonlhirp,  wa$  given  to  the  Duke  of  Buqking- 
haou »  .and  Mr.  Boyle  was  removed  from  the  fecietary's 
office,  to  laak^e  Wjay  for  Mr. Henry  St.  John,  The  Lord? 
ChatKellor  having  jeGgned  the  great  feal,  it  was  iirft  put 
in  CQimniffion,  and  afterwards  given  to  Sir  Simon  Har- 
cpurt.    The  Earl  of  Whajrtpn  fufrendered  his  commiffion 
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of  lord-Iiciifenaht  of  Ireland,  which  the  Qireen  confcrrej 
on  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  The  "Earl  of  Orford  withdrew/ 
jTio^  hlmfelf  from  the  bo'ird  of  Admiralty ;  and  Mr.  George 
Granville  was  appointed  fecretary  of  War,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Robiert  Watpole.  The  command  of  the  forces  in 
Portugal  was  Beftowed'upon  the  Earl  of  Portmore :  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  was  appointed  lord-li^utenant  of  the 
county  palatine  of  Lancafier;  In  a  word,  there  was  not 
oine  Whig  left  in  any  office  of  iftatc^  except  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  would  have  renounced  his  command^ 
fiad  not  he  been  earneftly  diilhaded  bf  his  particular  friends 
from  taking  foch  a  ffep  as  might  have  been  prejudicial  to 
the  intereft  of  the  nation-  That  the  triumph  of  the  Tories 
might  be  cdmplete,  the  Queen  diffolved  the  Whig  pari 
liament,  after  fuch  precautions  were  taken  as  could  not 
fail  to  influence  the  new  ele£tibn  in' favour  of  the  other 
party. 

§  XIX.  To  this  end  nothirfg  fo  efFefltually  contributed 
as  did  the  trial  of  Sacheverel,  who  was  ufed  asan  xnftru^ 
niient  and  tool  to  wind  and  turn  the  paifions  of  the  vulgar* 
Having  been  prefented  tb  a  benefice  in  North-Wales,  he 
went  in  proccffion  to  that  country,  with  all  the  pomp  and 
magnificence  of  a  fovereign  prince.  He  was  fumptu^ 
oufly  entertained  by  the  imiverfity-  of  Oxford,  and  diffeFent 
noblemen,  who,  while  th6y  worfhipped  him  as  the  idol  of 
their  fatStion,  could  not  help  defpifing  the  objed  of  their 
adoration.  He  was  received  in  feveral  towns  by  the  ma* 
giftrates  of  the  corporation  in  their  formalities,  and  ofteit 
attendeJ'by  abody  of  a  thoufand  horfe.  At  Bridgenorth 
he  was  met  by  Mr.  Crefwell,  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand 
horfe,  and  the  like  number  of  perfons  on  foot,  wearing 
white  knots  edged  with  gold,  and  three  leaves  of  gilt 
laurel  in  their  hats.  The  hedges'  were  for  two  miles 
dreffed  with  garlands  of  flowers,  and  lined  with  people ; 
and  the  fteeples  covered  with  ftreamers,  flags,  and  colours. 
Nothing  was  heard  but  the  cry  of  "  the  church  and  Dr. 
<«  Sacheverel."  The  clergy  were  actuated  by  afpirit  of 
enthufiafm,  which  feemcd   to  fprcad  like  a  contagion 
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tbrdugh  all  ranks  and  d^rees  of  people,  and  had  fuch 
cffe6k  upon  the  eleSions  for  the  neiw  parliament,  that  very 
few  were  returned  as;members  but  fuch  as  bad  diftinguiflied  1719. 
tbem&l^sby:th^ir  zeal  agai^ift  the  Whig  adminiftration. 
Now  the  Queen  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  all  the  offices  of 
fiate,  the  lieutenancy  of  London,  the  management  of 
corporatipns,  and  the  diredion  of  both  Houfes  of  parlia- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  the  Tories.  When  thefe  niet  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  Mr.  Bromley  was 
chofea  Ipeaker  without  oppofition.  The  Queen,  in  her 
ipeech^  recommended  the  profecution  of  the  war  with 
vigour,  efpecially  in  Spain.  She  declared  herfelfrefolved 
to  fupport.the  churoh  of  England ;  to  preferve  the  Britifli 
confti^utioQ.according  to  the  union ;  to  maintain  the  in- 
dulgence by  law  allowed  to  fcrupulous  confciences;  and 
to  employ  none  but  fuch  as  were  heartily  attached  to  the 
proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  The  Lords, 
in  theif  addrefs,  promifed  to  concur  in  all  reafonable  mea- 
fures  towards  procuring  an  honourable  peace.  The  Conif- 
mons  were  more  warm  and  hearty  in  their  afilirances, 
exhorting  her  Majefty  to  difcountenance  all  fuch  princi- 
ples and  meafures  as  had  lately  threatened  her  royal  crown 
and  dignity  ;  meafures,  which,  whenever  they  might  pre- 
vail, would  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  conftitution,  both  in 
church^and  ftate..  Aft,er  this  declaration  they  proceeded 
to  confider  the  eftimates,  and  chearfully  granted  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  enfutng  year,  part  of  which  was  raifed  by  two 
lotteries.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  Earl  of  Scarborough 
moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  {hould  be  returned 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  :  but  the  Duke  of  ArgyW 
made  fome  objections  to  the  motion,  and  the  general's 
friends,  dreading  the  confequence  of  putting  the  queftion, 
poftponed  the  confideration  of  this  propofal  until  the  Duke 
jhould  return  from  the  continent.  The  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough was  appointed  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the 
Imperial  court :  the  Earl  of.  Rivers  was  fent  in  the  fame 
quality  to  Hanover :  Mr.  Richard  Hill  was  nominated 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the   United  Provinces,  as  well  as 
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to  the  council  of  Aote  appointed  for  the  g^erntnettt  «f  tbt 
Spanifli  Netherlan48i|  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant^oG^neral 
f7'i».  Cadogan.  Meredith^  Macartney,  and  Honeywood  M^eiPt 
deprived  o{  their  regiments,  becaufe  in  thek  ctipe  they 
had  dnink  conftifion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Diikc  of  Msri*- 
borough. 

^  XX.  This  noMeman  arrired  in  England  toir&rds  Che 
latter  end  of  December.  He  conferred  ahottt  half  an  heulr 
in  private  wkh  the  Qtieen,  and  next  morning  affilbd  at  a 
committed  of  the  privy-councth  HerMajmy  garehfrn 
to  underftand  that  he  needed  not  to  tKpeSt  the  thanks  of 
the  parKament  as  fomierly ;  and  toid  hhn  fhe  hoped  be 
trould  lire  well  with  bet  mlniftera.  He  expreSed  no  re- 
fbntment  at  the  alterations  which  had  been  madei  but  n^ 
folved  to  acquiefce  in  the  Qoeen's  pkafure,  and  letain  the 
command  of  the  army  on  her  own  terms.  On  tfie  fecond 
day  of  January,  the  Queen  fent  a  melTage  to  both  Houfes, 
intimating  that  there  had  been  an  a£lion  in  ;Spain  to  the 
difadvantage  of  King  Charles :  that  the  damage  having 
ftllen  particularly  on  1^  English  forces,  ftehad  given  diu 
reftions  for  fending  and  procuring  troops  to  tepalr  the 
Iei6,  and  hoped  the  psffliament  would  approve  her  oondnA. 
Both  Houfes  feifed  thi^opportonity  of  venting  their  fpteeci 
againftthe  old  miniftry.  Thehittoryof  England  is  dif« 
graced  by  the  violent  conduft  of  two  turbulent  faAvOMt 
which,  in  their  turn,  engroffed  the  adminiftfati<m  and  legilF- 
lative  power.  The  parliamentary  ftrain  was  quite  altered. 
One  can  hardly  conceive  how  refolutions  fo  widely  differ- 
ent could  be  taken  on  the  fahie  fubje£b,  with  any  fliadowof 
reafon  and  decorum.  Marlborough,  who  but  a  few 
months  before  had  been  fo  highly  extolled  and  carefied  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  peoplr,  was  now  become  the 
.objeft  of  parliamentary  hatred  and  ccnfiire,  though  no 
fenfible  alteration  had  happened  in  his  condufl  or  fucceft. 
That  hero,  who  had  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  Britilharm^, 
Won  fQ  many  battles,  fubdued  fuch  a  number  of  towns 
and  diftrifts,  humbled  the  pride,  and  checked  the  am- 
bition of  France,  fecured  the  liberty  of  Europe  $  and,  as 
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it  fverc^  diaiMd  v«£bry  to  hi9  €ll wot  wimU  i  vu  ia  4   ^  ^^  ^* 
ftv  woekf  dwiitdicd  into  an  olqcft  of  contempt  a{i4  dcrigon*  v^i,y!^,^ 
He  WM  ridiculed  in  pubUck  libelst  and  reviled  in  private      ^7^* 
cfiBverfation.  .  loftaoces  were  every  where  rq^eated  of  hi» 
firaiidy  ayarice»  andexfor^A;  his  iniblence,  cruelty,  am«» 
bitioo»  and  mifcondud :  even  iu»  courage  waa  exiled  in 
queftion;  and  this  coofuminate  general  was  reprefented 
as  the  loweft  of  maflkiod*    So  unftable  is  the  popularicy  of 
every  chara&er  that  fluiSuates  between  two  oppofite  tides 
of&ftion. 

§  XXI.  The  Lords,  in  their  acifwer  to  the  Queen's  mef^ 
iage^  declared,  that  as  the  misfortuoe  in  Spain  might  have 
been  occaSoiaed  by  fame  preceding  rnifmanassaoexit,  they 
wottld  ttfe  their  iiM^ft  endeavours  to  difcovor  it,  jb  a^  to 
pforent  the  like  for  the  future*  They  fet  on  loot  an 
ejoquiry  concerning  the  af&iri  of  Spain;  and  the  Carl  of 
Peterborough  being  examined  before  the  comn^i^tee,  im« 
paeed  aU  the  mifcarri^ves  in  the  cour^  of  that  war  to  tfie 
Earl  of  Galway  and  General  Sta«hi^e»  Notwithftandin^ 
the  defienfe  of  Galwj^ys  which  was  cke^  9nd  convincing^ 
the  Hou&  refolved,'  Thutim  Earl  of  Peterborough  h^d 
girea  a  faithful  and  hpnourabte  ac^Hiotof  the  councils  of 
wsir  in  V^eacia:  That;  th^  Earl  of  QaJway>  hori 
Tfrawfa^,  and  General  Stanhope,  ja  advMing  an  ofen^ 
(uos  war,  had  beealb^  Mnhappy  occafion  of  ^  battle  at 
AinaniEat  the  f<Mirce  of  our  mis&rtuses  in  Spain,  and  oi^^ 
geeat  caufe  of  the  d^SMPtmiteent  ftcm  the  ei^peditioa  to 
Toulon^  canoerted  wj^  her  Mqefty.  They  voted.  That 
the  pffofecu^ioa  of  an  oienfive  war  in  Spain  w^s  approved 
and  diro^d  by  theiniAifters^  who  were,  ijierefore,  juftly 
idnmesihie,  a^  having  contributed  to  ;^11  our  nsisfortune^ 
ill  Spain,  and  to  the  difappoint^ieiit  of  the  ^peditiojgL 
ngaii^  Toulon:  That:tbe£ad  of  Peterborough,  during 
lu^coosmand  in  Spain,  had  perfpi:nied  many  great  and 
jMAtneot  fervices ;  and,  if  his  c|Mnion  bad  been  followed, 
it  mi^  have. prevented  the  m^^tuaes  that  enCued.  Thcui 
the  }>uke  of  Buckingham  nooved.  That  the  thanlcs  of  the 
Hoafe  fiiould  \>p  given  to  :the  Eari^i  kit  his  remaikable  an^d 
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eminent  fervices :  and  thefe  he  aftually  received  from  tha 
mouth  of  the  Lord-Keeper  Harcourt,  who  took  this  oppor-* 
1710.  tunitjr  to  drop  fome  oblique  reflexions  upon  the  merce* 
nftry  difpofition  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  The  Houfe 
proceeding  in  the  enquiry^  pafTed  another  vote,  importing, 
.  That  the  late  miniflry  had'  beeii  negligent  in  managing  the 
Spanifli  war,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  nation.  Find- 
ing that  the  Portugqcfe  troops  were  pofted  on  the  right  of 
the  Engli(h  at  the  battle  of  Almanza,  they  refol  ved,  that 
the  Earl  of  Galway,  in  yielding  this  point,  had  aded  con^ 
trary  to  the  honour  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
Thefe  refolutions  they  included  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Queeo, 
who  had  been  prefent  during  the  debates,  which  were  ex- 
tremely violent  5  and  to  every  feparate  vote  was  attached  a 
fcvere  proteft.  Thefe  were  not  the  proceedings  of  candour 
and  national  jtiftice,  but  the  ebullitions  of  party  zeal  9nd 
rancorous  animofity. 

§  XXIL  While  the  Lords  were  employed  in  this  en- 
quiry, the  Commons  examined  certain  abufes  which  had 
crept  into  the  management  of  the  navy;  and  fome  cen- 
fures  were  pafled  upon  certain  perfons  concerned  in  con-r 
trads  for  vidualling  the  feamen.  The  inhabitants  of  St. 
Olave's  and  other  pariflies  prefented  a  petition,  complain- 
ing that  a  great  number  of  Palatines  inhabiting  one  houfe 
might  produce  among  them  a  contagious  diftemper ;  and 
in  time  become  a  charge  to  the  publick,  as  they  were 
deftitute  of  all  vifible  means  of  fubfiftence.  This  petition 
had  been  procured  by  the  Tories,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons might  have  another  handle  for  attacking  the  late 
minidry.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  upon 
what  invitation  or  encouragement  thofe  Palatines  had 
come  to  England.  The  papers  relating  to  this  affair  being 
laid  before  them  by  the  Queen's  order,  and  perufed,  the 
Houfe  refolved,  That  the  inviting  and^  bringing  over  the 
poor  Palatines  of  all  religions,  at  the  publick  expenfe, 
was  an  extravagant  and  unreafonable  charge  to  the  king- 
dom, >and  a  fcfandalous  mifapplication  of  the  publick 
poney,  tending  to  the  increafe  and  oppceflioo  pf  the  pooc. 
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9md  of  dangerous*coniequence  to  the  conftitution  in  church 
^vA  ftate ;  and,  That  whoever  advifed  their  being  brought 
•over  was  an  enemy  to  the  Queen  and  kingdom.  Ani-  x7xo* 
^nated  by  the  heat  of  thjs  enquiry,  they  pafled  the  bill  to 
■j-epeal  the  a£t  for  a  general  naturalization  of  all  proteftant^ : 
2>ut  this  was  rejeded  i^n  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Another 
bill  w^  enaded  ia^o  a  law,  importing.  That  no  perfon 
ihould  be  deemed  qualified  for  reprefenting  a  county  in 
^parliament,  iinlefs  he  pofTeired  an  eftate  of /ix  hundred 
^unds.a-year ;  and  reftriding  the  qqalUicaticin  of  burgefs 
;to  half  that  fura.  The  defignof  this  bill  was  to -exclude 
trading  people  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  lodge, 
<he  legiflative  power  with  the  land-holders.  .  A  third  a6): 
-pafied,  permitting  the  importation  of  French  -wine  in  neu- 
tral bottoms  :  a  bill  againft  which  the  Whigs,  loudly  ex- 
^claimed,  as..a  national  evil,  and  a  fcandalous  ^coinpUment 
to  the  enemy.    • 

§  XXIII.  A  violent  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be- 
gan to  look  upon  Harley  as  a  lukewarm  Tory,  becaufe  he 
would  not  enter  precipitately  intoall  their  fadlious  meafures: 
they  even  began  to  fufpecSl  his  principles,  when  his  credit  was 
jre-eft^blifbed  by  a  very  fingular  accident.  Gulfcard,  the 
JFrench  partifan,.  of  whom  mention  Jiath  already  been  made^ 
thought  himfelf'Very  ill  rewarded  for  his  fervices,  with  .a 
precarious  penfion  of  four  hundred  pounds,  which  he  en- 
Joyed  from  the  Queen's  bounty.  He  had  been  renounced 
^y  St.  John  the  former  companion  of  his  pleafures  :  he 
|iad  in  vain  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  audience  of  the 
Queen,  with  a  view  to  4£man.d  more  confiderable  appoint- 
ments. Harley  was  hi^  enemy^  and  all  accefs  to  hqr  Ma* 
.Jefty  was  d^i^.  , Enraged  at  thefe  difapppjntments,  he 
attempted  to  make  his  peace  with  the  court  pf  France, 
.$uid  offered  his  fervices,  in  a  letter  to  one  Moreau,  a 
tjanker,  in  Parie.  This  packet,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
tranfmititby  the  way  of  Portugal,  was  intercepted,  and  a 
«varranr  iiTued  out  to  apprehend  him  for  high-treafon. 
'%Vhen  the  meflenger  difarmed  him  in  St.  James's  parl^ 
;^.  e2|:hibiced  marks  pf  guilty  cpnfufion  and  defpair,  and 
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b<«gg«kl  that  he  would  kill  him  ditt&lf.    Being  conveyed 

to  ihh  cdckpii^  i^  a  fort  of  frenzy^  he  pefceiv^  a  pen^ 

khife  iying  Upon  ^  tsMe,  ^n^  took  ic  up  without  betn^ 

perceived  by  the  attendants*     A  committee  of  courtdl 

Was  immediately  fummone^,  ^nd  Guifcafd  brotight  before 

theinto  be  examined.  Finding  that  bi6  torrei^piondence  vrith 

Mereaa  was  difcovered,  he  defir^d  tofpeak  in  private  witik 

Secretary  St.  John,  whom,  in  al]  pr^babilityi  he  hM  rt^ 

folvSd  to  alTaiHnate.    His  requeft  b^iitg  refufed,  he  iaid» 

«*  That's  Jiard  !  ndt  one  word  !'*     St»  Johji  being  (mx  of 

his  redch^  he  ftepped  Up  to  Mr«  Harley,  and  fT^clatming, 

<c  If ave  at  thee,  then  !'^  ftabbed  him  in  the  breaft  with  the 

penknife  which  he  had  concealed.     The  inftrument  broke 

up^on  the  bone,  without  penetrating  int6  the  cavity :  never*- 

thclefs,  he  repeated  the  blow  with  fuch   force,  that  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Ekchequer  fell  to  the  gr<^und.   Secretary 

St.  John,    feeing  him  fall,  cried  out,  "  The  villain  hat 

^  killed  Mr*  Harley  !'*  and  drew  his  fWdtd.  -  Several  oChep 

ttiembcrs' followed  his  example,  ahd  wounded  Guifcard  if| 

feveral  places.    Vet  he  made  a  defperate  defenfe,  until  he 

Was  overpowered  by  the  meiTengers  and  fervants,  and  eofl-k 

veyed  from  the  council-chamber,  whith  he  had  fiiled  With 

terrour,  tumult,  and  confuAon.  His  wounds,  though  dan^ 

gerous,  were  not  mortal :   but  he  died  of  a  gangrene  oc^ 

cafioned  by  the  bruifes  he  had  fuftained.     This  attempt 

Upon  the  life  of  Harley,  by  a  perfon  who  Wanted  t6  efta»» 

blifli  a  traiteroustorrefpondence  with  France,  e)ttinguifiied 

the  fufpicions  of  thofe  who  began  to  doubt  that  minifter'a 

integrity.    The  two  Houfes  of  parliament,  in  an  addrefs. 

to  the  Queen,   declared  their  belief,  that  Mr.  Harley*si 

fidelity  to  her  Majefty,  and  zeal  for  her  fervice,  had 

drawn  upon  him  the  hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  popery 

and  faftipn.     Theybefought  her  Majefty  to  take  all  ppf- 

fible  care  of  her  facred  perfon  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,^  ta 

give  direSions  fot*  caufing  papifts  to  be  removed  from  the 

cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.     A  proclamation  was 

publiihed,  ordering  the  laWs  to  be  ftriftly  put  in  execution 

againft  papifts.     When  Harley  appeared  ift  the  Houfe  of 
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C^mmom  after  his  fccovery,  he  was  congratulated  upon 
|l|(jr  the  Speaker,  in  a  flwid  and  fuliomt  premeditated 
fpecch*    An  adl  was  pafled,  decreeing^  That  an  attempt       xtToi 
tipon  the  life  of  a  privy-counfellor  (hould  be  felony  with-  Condaa  of 
0tft  benefit  of  clergy.      The  Earl  of  Rochefter  dying,  of  Maribo- 
Hariey  became  fole  minifter,  was  created  baron  of  Wig-  «^."fi^* 
more,  and  raifed  to  the  rank  of  ear),  by  the  aobleand  an-  Lives  of  the 
cient  titles  of*  Oxford  and  Mortimer :  to  crown  his  pro-  ^diniraii. 
fpcrity,  he  was  appointed  lord-treafurer,  and  vefted  with 
the  fupfeine  ad'hiiniftrati^n  of  affairs. 

§  XXIV.  The  Commons  empowered  certain  perfons  An.  1711, 
to  ifexamine  all  the  grants  made  by  King  William,  and  re- 
port the  value  of  them,  as  well  as  the  confiderations  upon 
which  they  were  made.     Upon  their  report  a  bill  was 
formed,  and  pafied  that  Houfe ;  but  the  Lords  rejected  it 
Ht  the  Arft  reading.    Their  next  ftep  was  to  examine  the 
publick  accounts,  with  a  view  to  fix  an  imputation  oil  the. 
Earl  of  Godolphin.    They  voted,  That  above  five-and- 
^irty  millions  of  the  money  granted  by  parliament  remained 
unaccounted  for.    This  fum,  however,  included  fome  ac^ 
Coant6  in  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  and  King  William. 
One  half  of  the  whole  was  charged  to  Mr.  Bridges,  the 
paytnafter,  who  had  adiually  accounted  for  all  the  money 
he  had  received,  except  about  three  millions,  though  thefe 
accounts  had  not  pai&d  through  the  auditor's  office.    The 
Commons  afterwards  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the  debts 
of  the  navy,  thar;exceeded  five  millions,  which,  with  many 
other  debts,  were  thrown  into  one  ftock,  amounting  to  nine 
fAillions  four  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand    three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds.    A  fund  was  formed  for 
paying  an  intereft  or  annuity  of  fix  per  cent,  until  the 
.  principal  fhould  be  difcharged  ;  and  with  this  was  granted 
^  monopoly  of  a  projedied  trade  to  the  South-Sea,  veiled 
in  the  proprietors  of  navy^bills,  debentures,  and  other 
publick  fecurities,  which  were  incorporated  for  this  pur- 
pofe.    Such  was  the  origin  of  the  South-Sea  company, 
founded  upon  a  chimerical  fuppoAtion,  that  the  Englifli 
would  be  permitted  to  trade  upoa  th«  coaft  of  Peru  ir^  the 
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Weft-Indies.  Perhaps,  the  new  miniftry  hoped  to  o¥« 
tain  this  permiffion,  as  an  equivalent  for  their  abandoning 
I7II*  the  intereft  of  King  Charles,  with  refped  to  his  preten- 
■fions  upon  Spam.  By  this  time  the  Emperor  Jofeph  had 
died  of  the  fmall-'pox  without  male  iflue ;  fo  that  his  bro- 
ther's immediate  aim  was  to  fucceed  him  on  the  Imperial 
throne.  This  event  was,  on  the  twentieth  day  .of  Aprils 
communicated  by  a  mefTage  from  the  Queen  to  both 
Houfes.  She  told  them,  that  the  States- General  had  con« 
curred  with  her  in  a  refolution  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Atjftria ;  and  that  they  had  already  taken  fuch  meafures 
AS  would  fecure  the  cle(Sion  of  Charles  as  head  of  the  en^ 
pire. 

§  XXV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  order  toademon- 
ftrate  their  attachment  to  the  church,  in  confequence  of 
an  addrefs  from  the  lower  houfe  of  convocation,  and  a 
quickening -meiTage  from  the  Queen,  pafled  a  bill  for  build- 
ing fifty  new  churches  in  the  fuburbs  of  London  and  Weft* 
minfter,  and  appropriated  for  this  purpofe  the  duty  upoa 
x!oals,  which  had  been  graated  for  the  building  of  St* 
Paul's,  'now  £ni(hed.  This  impofition  was  continued 
until  it  ihould  raife^the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufa4id  pounds.  At  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  the  Com?* 
isions  prefented  a  remonftrance  or  reprefentation  to  th« 
<Jueen,  in  which  they  told  her^  that  they  had  not  only 
raifed  the  neceflary  fupplies,  but  alfo  difcharged -the  heavy 
ciebts  of  which  the  nation  had  fo  long  ajid  joftly  com- 
plained. They  faid,  that,  in  tracing  the  caufes  of  this 
^bt,  they  had  difcovered  fraud,  embezzlement,  and  mif- 
applicationof  the  puWick  money :  that  they  who  of  late 
years  had  the  management  of  the  Treafury  were  guilty  of 
notorious  breach  of  tru^t  and  injuftice  to  the  nation,  in 
allowing  above  thirty  miilionsto  remain  unaccounted  for; 
a  purpofed  omiflion  that  looked  4ike  a  defign  to  conceal 
embezzlements.  They  begged  her  Majefty  would  give 
immediate  dire6^ioas  for  compelling  the  feveral  impreft  ac- 
countants fpeedily  to  pafs  their  accounts.  They  exprefled 
^their  hope,  that  fuph  of  the  :accountant9  as  bad  negle&ed 
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tkeirduty  in  profecuting  their  .accounts  ought  no  longer 
tobeentcufted  with  the  publick  money.     They  affirmed, 
tbat  from  all  thefe  evil  praSices  ^nd  worfe  defigns  of  fome       ii^u 
perfons,  who  had,  by  falfe  profeffions  of  love  to  their  coun* 
try,  infinuated  themfelves  into  herroyiil  favour,   irrepara- 
ble mifchief  would  have  accrued  to  the  publick,   had  not 
her  Majefty,  in  her  great  wifdoro,  feafonably  difcovered 
the  fatal  tendency  of  fuch.meafures,  and  removed  from  the 
adminiftration  thofe  who  had  fo  ill  anfwered  her  Majefty'9 
favourable  opinion,  and  in  fo  many  inflances  grofly  abufed 
the  truft  repofed  in  them.     They  obferved,  that  her  people 
could  with   greater  patience  have  fuffered  the  manifold 
injuries  done  to  themffslves,  by  the  frauds  and  depredations 
of  fuch  evil  minifters,  had  not  the  fame  men  proceeded  to 
treat  her  facred  perfon  with  undutifulnefs  and  difregard. 
This  reprefentation  being  circulated  through  the  kingdom, 
produced  the  delired  efFed  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the 
people  againft  the  late  miniftry.     Such  expedients  were 
become  neceflary  for  the  execution  of  Oxford's  projeft, 
which  was   to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  a  war  that  had  already 
fubjeded  the   people   to  grievous    oppreiHon,  and   even 
accumulated  he^vy  burthens  to   be   tranfmitted  to   their 
poilerity.     The  nation  was  infplred  by  extravagant  ideas 
of  glory  and  conqueft,  even  to  a  rage  of  war- making;  fo 
that  the  new  miniflers,  in  order  to  difpel  thofe  dangerous 
chimeras,  were  obliged  to  take  meafures  for  exciting  their 
indignation  and  c^nt^mpt  againft  thofe  perfons  whom  they 
bad  formerly  idolifed  gs  th^ir  heroes  and  patriots.     On  the 
twelfth  day  of  Jupe,  the  Queen  having  given  the  royal 
aiTent  to  fey eral  publick  and  private  bills,  made  an  affec- 
tionate fpeech  to   both   (iou&s.     3 he  thanked  the  Com* 
mons,  inr  the  warmeft  expreffipns,    for  having  complied 
with  all  herdefires ;  for  haying  baffled  ~t|>e  expeiSations  of 
her  enemies  in  finding  fupplies   for  the  feryjce  of  the  en- 
fuingyear;  in  having  granted  greater  furns  than  were  ever 
given  to  any  prince  inonefeilion;  and  in  having  fettled 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  publick  debts,    fo  that  the 
(r^dic  of  the  nation  wa^  reftorcd.     She  exprefjed  her  earneft 
-  .  *  coAcern 
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concern  for  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover;  and 
her  fixecl  refolution  to  fupport  and  encourage  the  church 
tjtu     of  England  as  by  law  eftabliibed.    Then  the parliameBt 
was  prorogued. 

§  XXVI.   Of  the  convocation  which  was  aflembled 
with  the  new   parliament,  the  lower  houfb  chofe   Dr. 
Atterbury  their  prolocutor.    He  was  an  enterprifingec* 
clefiaftick,  of  extenfive  learning,   acute  talents,  violently 
attached  to  Tory  principles,  and   intimately  conne&ed 
.  with  the  prime  miiiifter,  Oxford;  fo  that  hedirededall 
the  proceedings  in  the  lower  houfe  of  convocation,  in 
concert  with  that  minifter.    The  Qi^een,  in  a  letter  to  the 
archbi(hop,  fignified  her  hope,  that  the  confiiltations  of 
the  clergy  might  beofufeto  reprefs  the  attempts  of  k>ofe 
and  profane  perfons.    She  fent  a  licenfe  under  the  bpoad 
feal,  empowering  them  to  fit  and  do  bufinefe  in  as  ample 
a  manner  as  ever  had  been  granted  fince  the  reformation* 
They  were  ordered  to  lay  before  the  Queen  an  account  of 
the  exceffive  growth  of  infidelity  and  herefy,  as  well  as  of 
other  abufee,  that  necefTary  nteafures  might  be  taken  for 
a  reformation*    The  bifhops  were  purpofely  flighted  and 
overlooked,  becaufe  they  had  lived  in  harmony  with  the 
lateminiflers.     A  committee  being  appointed  to  draw  up 
a  reprefentatioR  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  church  and  r&» 
ligion,  Atterbury  undertook  the  ta(k,  and  oompofed  a  re- 
monftrance  that  contained  the  mo^  keen  and  fevere  fhric* 
tures  npon  the  adminiftration,  as  it  had  been  exerciled 
fince  the  time  gf  the  Revolution.    Another  was  penned 
by  the  bifhops  in  more  moderate  terms ;  and  feveral  regtt-» 
}ations  were  made,  but  in  none  of  theie  did  .die  two 
Hoiifes  agree.    They  concurred,  however,  in  cenfuring 
fome  tenets  favouring  Arianifm,  broached  and  fupported 
by  Mr.  Whifton,  mathematical  profeflbr  in  Cambridge. 
He  had  been  expelled  the   univerfity,  and  wrote  a  tindi'« 
cation  of  brmfclf,  dedicated  to  the  convocatton.     Th« 
archbifbop  doubted  whether  this  afiembly  could  proceed 
againft  a  man  for  hcpcfy:  the  judges  were  coofolted,  and 
the  majority. x>f  them  gave  in  their  opinion,  that  the  coo^ 

vocatioa 
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vocation  had  ajarifdi^ion.  Four  of  them  profeflbd  the 
contrary  femiment,  which  they  maintained  from  the 
fittutes  made  at  the  reformation.  The  Queen,  in  a  letter  <  ij'iu 
to  the  faiffli<^,  £udft  that  as  there  was  now  no  doubt  of 
their  jiorifiiidioa)  ihe  expeded  they  wovld  proceed  in  tht 
matter  before  them.  Frdh  icriipiet  arifii^,  they  deter- 
mined to  examine  the  book,  without  proceeding  againft  the 
aadior,  and  this  was  cenfunsd  accordingly.  An  extract 
of  die  fentence  was  feat  to  the  Queen;  but  fte  did  not 
fignify  hsr  pleafure  on  this  fuiqeft,  and  the  affair  remained 
in  liiipeftfe.  Wbifton  publiiflied  a  work  in  four  Vokmief , 
juftifying  his  dodrine,  and  maintaining  that  theapofto- 
lical  conflitutions  were  not  only  caBonical,  but  alio 
preferable  in  point  (rf*  authority  to  the  tpiMts  and  the 
gofpel. 

§  XXVII.  The  new  miniftry  had  not  yet  determined  (o 
fuperfede  the  D«ioe  of  Maribonough  in  the  command  of 
the  ai^y.  This  wa^afbp  which  coold  not  be  taken 
without  giving  umbrage  to  <be  Dutch  nfid'  other  allies. 
He,  therefore,  fet  out  for  Holland  in  the  inondi  of  Febru*- 
ary,  after  the  Queen  had  afllired  Um,  that  he  might  depend 
iip<Mi  the  punAual  payment  of  tiie  forces.  Having  oon- 
fenred  with  thedeputi^^s  <tf^he  States  about  the  ofieratioils 
of  the  campaign,  be,  about  iiibe  middle  of  April,  aflbmbled 
the  army  atOrchies,  betKveen  Ltile  and  Douay;  while 
Marefcbal  de  Villars  drew  together  the  Fre|ich  troops  m 
the  neighbourhood  of  Camiatray  and  Arras.  Louis  had 
by  this  tifBie  depopulate  as  weU  as  impoverifhed  hia  king- 
dom i  yet .  his  fub}eAs  Aill  flocked  to  his  fiandard  with 
fucpriiing  fpiritand  aUtacfament.  Under  tbs  prefibre  of 
extreme  mifeiy  th^  uttered  not  one  con^piainc  of 
their  fovereign;  but  imputed  all  their  calamities  toiho 
pride  and  obltinacy  of  the  allies.  ExcluUve  of  sdl  the  other 
inqK>fitions  that  were*  laid  upon  that  pe<^le,  they  con- 
fented  to  jpty  the  tenth  penny  of  their  whole  fufaftanct : 
hut  all  their  efforts  of  Joyaky  and  afie£lion  to  their  prince 
would  have  been  ineffe^ibiaL,  had  not  the  merchaaits  of  the 
kingdom,   by    the  permiffion   of    Philip,    undertaken 
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repeated  voyages  to  the  South-Sea,  from  whend;  they  brought 

,^  home  immenfe  treafures ;  while  the  allies  took  no  ftcps  for 

J71I,       intercepting   thefe  fupplies,  though  nothing  could   have 

been  more  eafy  for  the  £ngli{h  than  to  : deprive  the  enemy 

of  this  great  refource,  and  convert  it  to  their  own  ad^ 

vantage.     Had  a  fquadron  of  fliips  been  annuaily  employed 

for  this  purpofe,   the  fubjeAs  of  France  and  Spain  mu^ 

have  been  literally  ftarved,  and  Louis  obliged  to   fubmit 

to  fuch  terms  as   the  confederates  might   have  thought 

proper  to  impofe.     Villars  bad  found  means  to  afiemble  a 

very  numerous  army,  with  which  he  ehcainped  behind  the 

river  Sanfet;  in  fuch  an  advantageous  poft  as  could  not  be 

attacked  with  any  profpe£):  of  fuccefs.     Mean  while  the 

Duke  of  Marlborough  pafTed  the  Scarpe,  and  formed  his 

camp  between  Douay  and  Bouchain,  where  he  was  joined 

by  Prince  Eugene  on  the  twenty- third  day  of  .May,  •  This 

genbra),  however,  did  not  long  remain  in  the  Netherlands. 

Underftanding   that  detachments  had  been  made  from  the 

army  of  Villars  to  the  Rhine,  and  that  the  Elefior  df 

Bavaria  intended  to  ad  m  the  empire,  the  Prince,  by  order 

from  the  court  of  Vienna,  marched  towards  the  Upper 

Rhine  with  the  Imperial  and  Palatine  troops,  to  fecure 

Germany.     The   Duke  of  Marlborough  repaffing  the 

Scarpe,  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Lens,  from  whence  he 

advanced  towards  Aire,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attadk 

the  French  lines  in  that  quarter.     Thefe  linesi  beginning 

at  Bouchain  on  the  Scheldt,  were  continued  along  tUe 

Sanfet  and  the  Scarpe  to  Arras,  and  thence  along  the  Vpper 

Scarpe  to  Canche.     They  were  defended  by  redoubts  and 

other  works,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Villars  judged  th^ 

were  impregnable,  and  called  thtm  tht  Ne  plus  ultra  of 

Marlborough* 

§  XXVIH.  This  nobleman  advancing  within  two 
leagues  of  the  French  lines,  ordered  a  great  number  of 
fafcines  to  be  made,  declaring  he  would  attack  them  the 
next  morning;  fo~ that  Villars  drew  all  his  forces  on  that 
fide,  in  full  expectation  of  an  engagement.  The  Duke, 
on  the  foppofition   that  the  pafiage  of  the   Sanfet  By 

Arlcujc 


A    1^    N    t.  rg* 

Arreux  would  it  left  unguarded,  had  ordered  the  GeneraFs 
Cadogan   and  Hompefch  to  aflemble  twenty  battalions 
and  feventeen  fquadrons  from  Douay  and  the  neighbour-       i7i&< 
jng  garrifons,  to  march  to  Arleux,  where  they  ihould  en- 
deavour to  pafs  the  Sanfet.     Brigadier  Sutton  was   de- 
tached with  the  artillery  and  pontoons,  to  lay  bridges  over 
the  canal  near  Goulezen,  and  over  the  Scarpc'at  Vitry^, 
while  the  Duke,  with  the  whole  confederate  army,  began 
his  march  for  the  fame  place  about  nine  in  the  evening. 
He  proceeded  with  fuch  expedition,  that  by  five  in  the  morn- 
ing he  pafTed  the  river  at  Vitry.   There  he  received  intellr- 
gence,  that  Hompefch  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  pafles 
on  the  Sanfet  and  Schelde  without  oppofition,  the  enemy 
having  withdrawn  their  detachments  from  that  fide,  juft 
as  he  had  imagined.     He  himfelf,  with  his  vanguard  of 
£fty  fquadrons,  hafiened  his  march  towards  Arleux,  and 
before  eight  of  the  clock  arrived  at  Baca-Bachuel,  where 
in  two  hours  he  was  joined  by  the  heads  of  the  columns 
into  which  be  had  divided  his  infantry.     Villars  being 
certified  of  his  intention,  about  two  in  the  morning,  de^ 
camped  with  his  whole  army,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  King's  houfehold  troops^  marched  all  night  with 
fuch  expedition,,  that  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon  he  was 
in  fight  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had  by  this 
time  joined  Count  Hompefch.     The  French  general  im^ 
mediately  retreated  to  the  main  body  of  his  army,  which 
had  advanced  to  the  high-road  between  Arras  and  Cam- 
bray,  whiie  the  allies  encamped  upon  the  Schelde,  between 
Oify  and  Eftrun,  after  a  march  of  ten  leagues  without 
halting,  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  biftory.     By  this  plan, 
fo  happily  executed,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fairly  out- 
witted Villars,  and,  without   the  lofs  of  one  man,  en- 
tered the  lines  which  he  had  pronounced  impregnable. 
This  ftroke  of  the   Englifh  general  was  extolled   as  a 
fnafter*piece  of  military  (kill,  while  Villars  was  expofed* 
to  the  ridicule  even  of  his  own  officers.     The  field  de- 
puties of  the  States-General  propofed  that  he  ihould  give 
battle  to  the  enemy,  who  paiTed  the  Schelde  at  Creve- 
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coeur,  in  .order  to  cover  Bouchain :  bi|t  the  Dx^ke  wovii 
not  hazard  an  engagement,  confidering  how  much  the 
tJitT  army  was  fatigued  by  the  long  march  j  and  that  any  miP 
fortune,  while  they  continued  within  the  French  lixie^^ 
might  be  fatal*  His  intention  was  to  befsege  Bouchaia  ^ 
an  enterprife  that  was  deemed  impra£licabk9  iu^imncb  .a3 
the  pkce  was  fituated  in  a  mora&,  ilrongiy  fortified,  and 
defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon^  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  an  army  foperior  in  number  to  that  of  die  allies* 
Notwithftanding  thefe  difadvantages^  and  (he  diffiiafiont 
of  his  own  friends,  he  refolved  to  undertake  (bhe  fif^  | 
and^  in  the  nteaa  time,  defpatched  Brigadier  Suttaft  io 
England,  with  an  account  of  his  having  fMified.  the  Fffn(& 
lines  ;  which  was  not  all  agreeable  to  his  enemietu  TJiejf 
had  progoofticated  that  nothing  would  be  dooedMiring 
this  campaign,  and  began  to  infinuate  that  tkp  Diifce 
could  ftrik^  no  ftroke  of  importance  without  th^e  affiftaAOS 
of  Prince  Eugene.  They  now  endeavoured  feo  Iffyt^  the 
glory  of  his  fucoefs  s  and  even  taxed  faim  with  baving 
removed  his  camp  from  a  convenknt  fituatic^n  to  a  pbce 
where  the  troops  were  in  danger  of  ftarving«  Nothing 
could  be  more  provoking  than  tkis  fcandaleus  malpvo- 
Jence  to  a  great  mtm  who  had  done  fo  much  honour  to 
his  country,  and  was  then  actually  expofing  his  life  kih^ 
fervice. 

§  XXIX.  On  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft,  Bouchain  was 
invefted,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ^^trifd  himfelf 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  vigiSance  and  capacity,  w^U 
knowing  the  difficultlesof  the  undertaking,  and  how  much 
his  reputation  would  depend  upon  his  fucoefs.  Viljarf 
had  taken  every  precaution  that  his  flciU  and  exporiepcc 
could  fuggeft,  to  baffle  the  endeavours  j»f  ebe  EgkgWtk 
general.  He  had  re-enforced  the  garrifon  to  the  nuQiber  of 
fix  thonfand  chofen  men,  commanded  by  officers  of  Jcnowa 
courage  find  ability.  He  made  tome  efiorts  to  raife  the 
iiege;  but  (hey  wer«  rendered  ineiFe£tual  by  tbeconrura«> 
mate  prudence  and  adivity  of  the  Duke  of  MarlboK>ugh. 
Then  he   laid  a  fcheme  for  furprifing  Douay,    which 

I  likewife 
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Kkewift  fnifcarried. .  If  we  confidcr  that  thfe  EngliQi  gcni;-. 
ral,  in  the  execution  of  his  plan,  was  obliged  to  form  lilies, 
creft  regular  forts,  raife  batteries,   throw  bridges  over  a       17" 
river,  make  a  caufeway  through  a  deep  morafs,  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  convoys  againft  a  numerous  army 'on  one 
fide,  and  the  garrifons  of  Conde  apd  Valenciennes  on  the 
other,    we  muft  allow  this   was    the  boldeft  enterprife 
of  the  whole  war;    that  it  required   all   the   fortitude, 
ikilli  and  refolution  of  a  great  general^  and  all  the  va->. 
lour  and  iiitrepidity  of  the  confederate  troops,  who  had^ 
fcarce  ever  exhibited  fqch  amazing  proofs  of  courage  upon 
any  other  occafion  as  they  now  difplayed  at  theilege 
of  Bouchain.     In  twenty  days  ^^fter  the  trenches  were. 
opened,  the  garrifon  were  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves. 
prifoners  of  war ;  and  this  conqueft  was  the  laft  military 
exploit  performed  by   the  Duke  of  Marlborough  :   the 
breaches  of  Bouchain  were  no  fooner  repaired  than  the 
oppoiite  armies  began  to  feparate^  and   the  allied  forces 
were  quartered  ija  the  frontier  towns,  that  they  might  be 
at  hand  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  fpring.     They  were 
now  in  poffeffion  of  the  Maefe,  almoft  as  far  as  the  Sambre ; 
of  the  Schelde  from  Tournay ;  and  of  the  Lys  as  far  as  i£ 
is  navigable.     They  had  reduced  Spanifli  Guelderland, 
Limburg,  Brabant,   Flanders,  and  the  greateft   part  of 
Hainault :   they  were  mafters  of  the  Scarpe ;  and,  by  the 
conqueft  of  Bouchain,  they  had  opened  to  themfelves  a 
way  into  the  very  bowels,  of  France.     All  thefe  acquifi- 
tions  were  owing  to  the  valour  and  conduft  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  who  now  returned   to  the  Hague,  and 
arrived  in  England  about  the  middle  of  November. 
.    §  XXX.  The  Queen  had  conferred  the  command  of  her 
forces  in   Spain  upon  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  was  re- 
called from  the  fervice  in  Flanders  for  that  purpofe.     He 
had  long  been  at  variance  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ; 
a  circumftance  which  recomniended  him  the  moreftrongly 
to  the  miniftry.     He  landed  at  Barcelona  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May,  and  found  the  Britifli  troops  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs  for  want  of  fubfiftence.     The  Treafurer  had^pro- 
Vol.  II.  '  O  mifed 
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mifed  to  fupply  him  liberaHy  •  the  Comihons  had 
one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  that  fenrice; 
17II*       All  their  hopes  of  (uccefs  were  fixed  on  the  campaign  iiv 
that  kingdom ;  and  indeed-  the  army  commanded  by  the 
Duke  de  Vendome  wds  in  fuch  a  wretched  condition,, 
that  if  Staremberg  had  been  properly  fupported  by  the 
allies,  be  might  have  obtakied  figftal  advantages.     Tbr 
Duke  of  Argyle,  having  waited  in  vain  fer  the  prdiniriSd 
r^riiittahcey,  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  on  hi«  oWh^ 
credit,  before  the  Britifl^trobpS'  could  take  the-fietd.   At 
length   Staremberg  advanced   towards  the  ciiemy,    Wfco 
attacked  him  at  the  pafs  of  Prato  del-  Rey,  where  thtf 
were  repulfed    with    confiderable  damage.      After  chii^ 
aflion  the  Dtike  of  Argyle  was  feifed  with  a  violent  fever, 
and  conveyed  back  to  Barcelona^     Vehdome  invefttd  the 
caftie  of  Cardona,  which  was  vigorbufly  defended  till  thi^ 
end  of  Decerfiber,'  when  a  detachment  being  fent  to  the 
relief  of  the  placfe,  defeated  the  befiegers,  killed  two  thou- 
fand on  the  fpot,  attd  took  all  their  artillery,  ammaw 
nition,  and  baggage.     Staremberg  was  unable  to  follow 
the  blow:  the  Duke  of  Argyle   wrofe  pteffing  letters  <b 
*  the  miniftry ,  and  loudly  complained  that  he  was  altogether 
ilnfupported ;  but  all  his  remonftrancds  were  ineffectual : 
jio  remittances    arrived;    and  he  returned  to  England 
without  having  been  able  to  attemptany  thing  of  i^poi> 
tance,  *  In  September^   King  Charles,-kaVing.  his  qiiejsh 
at  Barcelona,  fet  fail  for  Italy,  and   at  Milan  bad  an  in- 
terview with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  where  all  difputes  were 
compfomifed.      That  prince    had   forced  his  way  into 
Savoy,  and  penetrated  ^s  far  as  the  Rhine :  but  he  fuds* 
denly  halted  in  the  middle  of  his  career,  and  after  a  fliort 
campaign  repafled  the  mountains.     Prince  Eugene,  at  the 
head  of  the   German  force?,  proteSed   the  Eleitors    at 
Franckfort  from  thedefignsbf  the  enemy,  and  Charles  w^as 
iinanimouily  chofen  Emperor ;  the  EIe£tors  of  Cologn  and 
Bavaria  having  beien  excluded  from  voting,  becaufe  they 
lay  under  the  ban  of  the  empire.     The  war  between   th4^ 
Ottoman  Porte  aad  the  Mufcov^ites  was  ofihort  duratioa. 

The 
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^Tbe  Czar  advanced  fo  far  irHo  Moltkvifl,  tiwt  he  was  dut 
off  from  all  fuppHes,  and  altogether  in  the  power  of  his 
enemy.  In  this  emergency,  'he  found  m6ans  to  corrupt  171  !• 
the  Grand-Viair  in  private,  while  m  pubiklc  he  propofed 
armies  of  peace  that  were  accepted.  1  he  King  of 
Sweden,  who  was  in  the  Turkifh  army,  charged  'the 
Vizir  with  ^eaeti^ry,  and  that  minifter  w^s  adhiallv  dif- 
graced.  Tht  Gl^nd  Signor  threatened  to  renew  the  war ; 
butbe  wasappeafed  4>y  the  Czar's  fi^rrendering  Afoph. 

§  XXXi.  The  Engtiih  miniftry  had  conceived  great 
expe(!^txons  from  an  expedition  againft    Quebecic    and 
Placentia,  in  North  America,  planned  by  Colonel  Ni- 
cholfon,  who  iiad   taken  pofTeffion  of  Nova-Scotia,  and 
garrifoned  Pdrt-Roya),  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  An- 
napolis.    Hs  had .  4)rought  four  Indian  chiefs  to  England, 
and  reprefented  the  advantages  that  would  redound  to  th^ 
BattoD^  in  point  of  commerce,  fhoul^   the  French  be  C5C- 
pelled  from  Norlh- America.     The  minifters  relifhed  the 
propo&l.     A  •body  of  fivethoufand  tnen  wasethbarked  in 
tranfportS)  under  che  command  of  Brigadier  Hrll,  brother 
to  Mrs.  Mafteam:;  ai^d  they  (kiled  from  Plymouth  in  the 
beginning  of  May,   with  a  ftrong  fquadronof  fhips  com-* 
cnanded  by  Sir  Hovrnden  Walker,     ^t  Bofton.in  New« 
England,  thfiy  were  joined  by  two  regiments  of  Provin- 
cials; and  about  four  thoufand  men,  confiding  of  Ameri- 
can planters.  Palatines^    and  Indians,    rendezvoufed  at 
Albany,   ia  order  to  marbh  by  land  into  Canada,  while 
the  fleet-  foiled  up  the  river  of  that  name.     On  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  Auguft,  they  were  expofed  to  a  violent  ftorm, 
and  driven  among  rocks,  where  eight  tranfports  periflied, 
with  about  eight  hundred  men.     The  admiral  immediate- 
ly failed  back  to  Spanifli-River  bay,  where  it  was  deter- 
mined,  in  a  council  of  war,  that  as  the  fleet  and  forces 
were  vi<Slualled  for  ten  weeks  only,  and  they  could  not 
depend   uponafupply  of  provifions  from  New-England, 
they  (hould  return   home,  without  making  any  further  at- 
tempt.    Such  was  the  iflue  of'  this^  paltry  expedition^ 
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,71,.  ~      '§XXXn*.   Inthe  Irifli   parliament  held  during  the 
ilimmer,  the  Duke  o(  Ormojid   and  the. majority  of  the 
Peers  fuj^ported  the  Tory-intereft,   while  the  Commons 
exprcfled  the  warmeft  attachment  to  Revolutioa  principles* 
The  two  H9ufes  made  ftrenuous    ,reprefciitations,   and 
pafTed.  fevere  refolutions  againft  each  other.      After  the 
feffion,  Sir  Conftantine  Pbipps,  the  chancellor,  and  General 
Ingojdfbyv  were  appointed  juftices  in^the  abfence  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  who  returned  to  England  in  the  month 
of  November.     In  Scotland,  the  Jacobites  made  no  fcruple 
of  prpfpffing  their  principles  and   attachments  to  the  Fre-» 
twdcr.   .The  Duchefs   of  Gordon  prefehtcd  the  Eacultj 
of  Advocates  withaftlver  nji^daJ,  reprefenting  the  Cbevalies 
de  St/ George;  and., on  the  reverfe  the  Britifh  iflands, 
with. the  motto.  "  Reddiite.^*     After  fomedftbate,  it  was 
voted,  by  a  majority.  oF.fixty-three  voices'  againft  twelve, 
th^t  the  Duchefs  fhould  be  thanked  for  'thi§  token  of  htc 
regatdv    This  tafk»  was  performed,  by- Dundafs.  of  Arni- 
ftqun^  .who.  thanked  her  grace  for  havingrpi'efoiited  them 
with  a  medal  of  their "jfbvereign' lord- t^e  King;   hoping, 
and  being  confidertty  th^t  her  Grace  would  very  'foon  have 
an  opportunity  to  cQn>pliment  the  Faculty  with  a  fecond- 
rpedal;  ftruck  upon  the  refforation  of  the  King  and  royal 
family,  upon  the  finilhing  rebellion,   ufurping  tyranny, 
and  ,whiggery.     An  account  of  this  tranfa6Hon  being  laid 
before  the  Q|ieen,  theLord- Advocate  was  ordered  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars.     Then   the  Faculty  were   fo  Intimi-* 
(dated,  that  they  difowned-Dundafs,  and  Horjnehis  aceom-* 
plice.     They   pretewded  that  the  affair  of  the  ntedal  had 
been  tranfadted  by  a  party  at  an  occafional  meeting,   and 
not  by  general  confent ;  and  by  a  folemn  aft  they  declared 
their  attachment  to  the  Queen  and  the  proteftant  fucceffion* 
The  court  was  fatisfied  with  this  atonement :   but  the  re- 
iident  from  Hanover  having  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
Qu€^cn,  dcfiring  that  Dundafs  and  his  affociates  might  be 
profecuted,  the  government  removed  Sir  David  Dalrymplc 
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^bom  lu$  office  of  Iord--atlvocate,  on  pretence  of  his  having 
been  tooremifs  in.  profecuting  thofe  delinquents';  and  no' 
i^rtber  enquiry  was  made  into  theaffair«.         ^  i7ii< 

§  XXXIIL  For  fome  time  a  negociation  for  peafce  bad 
been  carried  on  between  the  court:  of  France  and  the  new 
xoinifters,  -who  had  a  double  aim  in  thismeafure;  namely^ 
to  mortify   the  Whigs   and  the  Dutch,  whom  they  de- 
tefted,  andtofreetlieir  country  from  a  ruinous  war,  whi9h 
had  all  the  appearance  of  becoming  habitual  to  the  con* 
ftitution.    They  forefaw  the  fifque  they  would  run  by 
^entering   into  fuch  meafures,    fhould  ever  the  oppofite 
•faftion  regain  the  afcendancy:  they  knew  the   Whigs 
would  employ  all  their  art  and  influeiicei  which  was  very 
powerful,  in  ob(lru£ling  the:^eace,  and  in  raifinga  popu*. 
lar  clamour  againft  the  treaty.     But'  their  motives  for 
treating  vwere  fuch  as  prompted  them  to  undervalue  all 
fboie.  difficulties  and  dangers.     They  hoped  ^o  obtain  fuch 
advantages  in  point. of  commerce  ^for  rthe  ffubjedis    of 
Great-Britain,  as  would  filence  all  detradtion.      They 
did  not  doubt  of 'being  able  to  maintain  the  fuperio^ity 
which  they  had  acquired  in  parliament;  and  perhaps  fom<fc 
of  them  cherifhed  views  in  favour  of  t'he  Pretender,  whofe 
fucceflion  to  the  crown  would  have  eiFedlually  edablifhed 
their  dominion  over  the  opppiite  party.    The  Earl  o£ 
Jerfey,  who  afted  in  concert  with  Oxford,  fent  a  private 
peffage  to  the  court  of  France,  importing  the  Queen's 
earneft  d^fire  of  peace,  reprefenting  the  impoflibiiity  of  a 
private  i^gociation,  ^s  the  miniftry  was  obliged  to  adt  with, 
;he  utmoft  circqmfpedtion,  and  defiring  tk'^  Louis  vvoui4^ 
proppfe  to   the  .Dutgh  a  renewal  of  tthe  conferences,  in^ 
which  cafe  the  £{igli{h  plenipotentiares   (hould  have  luGh- 
inftrudlions,  _that   it  would  be   impoffible  for  the  States- 
i/eneral  to  prevent  t;he  conclufion  of  the  treaty.     This 
Vatimation  was  d^Uveted.by  one  Gual-tiex;,  an  obibure  prieft^' 
who  adled  as  chaplain  to  Count  Galias,  the  Imperial  am^- 
iaffador,  and  had  been  employed  .as  a  .fpy  by  the  French' 
ininiftry,  fince  the    commencement  of  hoftilities.      His 
4PQ^nexion  with  Lprd  Jerfey  was  by  moans  of  that  noble^ 
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man's  lad/,  who  ptoftfkd  the  Rdman  Gzihciick  ftligiim* 
His  mefTage  was  extremely  agreeable  tQ  the  court  of  Ver^ 
1711.  failles.  He  returned  toLondon,  with  a  letter  of  compU- 
rftent  from  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  to  the  Earl  of  Jerfcy, 
in  which  that  minifter  affured  hitn  of  his  matter's  fincere 
inclination  for  peace,  though  he  was  averfe  to  a  renewal 
of  the  conferences  with  the  States- General.  Gualtiei 
wrote  a  letter  to  Verfailles,  defiring,  in  the  name  of  the 
linglifli  miniftry,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  wouI4 
communicate  to  them  bis  propofals  for  a  general  peace, 
which  they  would  communicate  to  the  States-General^ 
that  they*  might  negociate  i'n  concert  with  their  allies. 
A  general  anfwer  being  made  to  this  intimation,  Gualtier 
made  a  fecond  journey  to  Verfailles,  and  brought  over  .a 
memorial,  which  was  immediately  tranfniitted  Holland. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Penfionary  endeavoured  to  renew 
the  conferences  in  Holland.  Petkum  wrote  to  the  French 
ininiftry,  that  if  his  Majefty  would  refume  the  nqgoqiation, 
in  .concert  with  the  Queen  of  Great- Britain,  hefhould 
certainly  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Dutch  deputies.  This  propofal  Louis  declined,  at  the 
defire  of  the  Englifh  minifters. 

§  XXXIV.  The  States-General  having  perufed  the 
memorial,  aflured  Queen  Anne  that  they]  were  ready  to 
join  with  her  in  contributing  to  the  conclufion  of  a  dura- 
ble peace :  but  they  expreiled  a  defiit  that  the  French 
King  would  communicate  a  more  particular  plan  for  fe- 
curing  the  intereft  of  the  allied  powers,  and  for  fettling 
the  repofe  of  Europe.  Gualtier  was  once  more  fent  to 
Verfailles,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Prior,  who  had  refidea 
yi^  France,  as  fecretary  to  the  embaflies  of  the  Earls  of 
Portland  and  Jerfey.  This  gentleman  had  acquired  fome 
reputation  by  his  poetical  talents 5  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon ability,  infinuating  addrefs,  and  perfeflly  devoted  to 
the  Tory  intereft.  He  was  empowered  to  communicate 
the  preliminary  demands  of  the  Engliflij  to  receive  the 
anfwer  of  the  French  King;  and  demand  whether  or  not 
King  Philip  had  tranfmitted  a  power  of  treating  to  hrs 
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^gf^uihStnt.    ne.arrived  incognito  at  Fontainebleau,  and 
j>r^fented  tlie  Queen's  memorial,  in  which  (he  demanded 
§,  l^airci^  fqr  |be  Qutch  in  the  Netherlands,  and  another       i7zu 
<^the  ,{lbiiie.fpr   the. empire;   a  iecwrit;/ for  the  Dutch 
XMinierce,    ^nd  a  general  fatisfaflion  to  all  her  allien. 
ilbc  required  that  the  flrong  places  taken  from  the  Duke 
^  §av€^  i]iouId  ^be  reftpred ;  and  that  he  fhould  poffef^ 
4ucli  towns  and  diAn<^$  in  Italy  as  had  been  ceded  to  him 
in  treaties  between  him  and  his  allies:   that  Louis  fhould 
;^cknowIedge  Queen  Anne  and   the.proteft^t  I'Mcceffion^ 
rdcmoUQi  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk ;  and  agree  tp  a 
#iev  treaty  of  commerce:  that  Gibraltar  and  Poet- Mahon 
^ould  be  yielded  to  the  crown  of  England  :  that  the  negr^ 
trade  in  America,,  at  .that  time  carried  on  by  the  Frcnphi 
Ibouldvbeceded  tothe  .£ngh*fli>  togi^ther  with  fpme  tpwna 
on  that  continent,  where  the  flaves  might  be  rcfrelhed. 
£be  expeded  fecprity  .that  h^  fubj^6ts  trading  to  Spaia 
&ould  enjpy  all  advantages  granted  by  that  crown  to  the 
moA  favoured  nation  :  that  Aie  fhould  i>epiit  in  poflbffion 
,4)f  Hewfoundiand  and  HudfooVrBay)  either  by  way  of 
reflittftipn  orqeffion;  a(id  tjiat  bott^  ^sition^  Should   conr 
linue  to  enjoy  whatever  terriiories  they  .migh.t  be  pofTefTei 
<)f  in  NorthrAn^erica  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaties. 
She   likewife  infifted  upop  a  fecurity  that  the   crpwn» 
of  France  and  Spain  ihould  never   be  united  en  the 
«a  the  fame  j^ad.    lj[er  Majejiy  no  longer  infifled  upctqi 
Philip'^  being  expciled  fron^  the  tbr^one  of  Spain  by  the 
lurms  of  his  ov^n  grandfather^     3he  now  perceived  that 
IM  exorbitant  pow^  of  the  kp^fp  of  Auftria  would  be  a^ 
4ai|gerous  to  the  liberty  of  £urppe,  as  ever  that  of  tho 
fwily  of  Bourbon  4^  been.  In  t)^e  ^enith  of  it$  glory^ 
She  might' bAyei«iaepU>eared  the  exce^ve  ppwer,  the   in- 
ibleace,  tiie  ambitlofi  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  wh^ 
^eafaved  fo  many  countries,  and  emjbroiled  ^  Europe, 
$be  was  flncerely  defirous  of  peace,  from  motives  of  hu« 
^^i^  and  compaffionto  herfi^bjei^and  fellow-creatures; 
fee  waa  ea^rly  bent  upon  prqcurl;3g  fudh  adv4unt?ge^  t<^ 
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her  people,  as  would  enable  them  to  difchargc  the  heavy 
load  of  debt  under  which  they  laboured,  andF  recompelifc 
1711.  {hem  in  fome  meafure  for  the  blood  and  treafure  they  had 
fo  laviflily  expended  in  the  profecution  of  the  "war.  Tliefe 
were  the  fentiments  of  a  Chriftian  prmcefs ;  of  an  amU 
able  and  pious  fovereign,  who  bore  a  (hare  in  the  griev- 
ances of  her  fubjed^s,  and  looked  upon  them  with  the 
eyes  of  maternal  afFedtion.  She  thought  {he  had  the  better 
title  to  infift  upon  thofe  advantages,  as  they  had  been 
already  granted  to  her  fubjefts  in  a  private  treatjr  with 
King  Charles. 

§XXXV.   As    Prior's   powers   were   limited  in   fiich 
a  manner  that  he  could  not    negociate,   Mr.  Menager, 
deputy  from  the  city  of  Rouen  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  ac- 
companied the  Englifh  minifter   to   London,  with  full 
powers  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty.     On  his 
arrival  in  London,  the  Queen  irhmediately  commiffioned 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  the  Earls  of  Jerfey,  Dartmouth, 
Oxford,  and  Mr.  St  John,  to  treat  with  him;  and  the 
conferences   were  immediately  begun.      Aftep  long   and 
various  difputes,  they  agreed   upon  certain  preliminary 
articles,  which,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Oftober,  were  figned 
by  the  French  minifter,  and  by  the  two  fecretaries  of  ftate, 
in  confequencc  of  a  written  order  from  her  Majefty.    Theii 
Menager  was  privately  introduced  to  the  Queen  at'Wind- 
for.     She  told  him  Que  was  averfe  to  war :  that  (he  would 
exert  all  her  power  to  conclude  a  fpeedy  peace :  that  flie 
ihould  be  glad  to  live  upon  good  terms  with  the  King  of 
France,  to  whom  fhe  was  fo  nearly  allied  in  blood  :  ihe 
cxpreflTed  her  hope  that  there  would  be  a  clofer  union  after 
the  peace  between  them,  and  between  their  fubjefts,   ce- 
mented by  a  perfed  correfpondence  and  friendfliip.     The 
Earl  of  Strafford,  who  had  been  lately  recalled  from  the 
Hague,  where  he  refided  as  ambaflador,  was  now  (ent  back 
to  Holland,  with  orders  to  communicate  to  the  Penfionary 
Ae  prbpofals  of  peace  which  France  had  made;  to  fignifjr 
the   Qiieen's  -approbation  of  them,  and    propofe  a  placiB 
where  the  plenipotentiaries  ftould  afiemble.    Th^  Englifh 
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flimifters  now  engaged  in  an  intimate  corferpondence  with 
the  court  of  Verfailles ;  and  Marefchal  Tallard  being  re- 
leafed  from  his  confin^ent  at  Nottingham,  was  allowed  171  u 
to  return  to  his  own  country  on  his  parole.  After  the  de« 
parture  of  Menager,  the  preliminaries  were  comnnini* 
<:afed  to  Count  Gallas,  the  Emperor's  minifter,  who,  in 
order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  caufed  them  to 
be  translated,  and  inferted  in  one  of  the  daily  papers.  This 
flep  was  fo  much  refented  by  the  Queen,  that  fhe  fent  a, 
meiTage,  deliring  he  would  come  no  more  to  court;  but 
ihat  he  might  leave  the  kingdom  as  foon  as  he  {hould  think 
proper.  He  took  the  hint,  and  retired  accordingly;  bjut 
the  Queen  gave  the  Emperor  to  underftand,  that  any 
other  minifter  he  {hould  appoint  would  bp  admitted  by  her 
without  heiitation. 

§  XXXVI.  The  States  of  Holland,  alarmed  at  the 
preliminaries,  fent  over  Buys,  as  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
intercede  with  the  Queen,  that  flie  would  alter  her  refolu- 
tions :  but  (he  continued  fteady  to  her  purpofe ;  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  demanded  the  immediate  concurrence  of 
the  States,  declaring,  in  the  Queen's  name,  that  fhe^ 
would  look  upon  any  delay,  on  their  part,  as  a  refufal  to 
comply  with  her  propoiitions.  Intimidated  by  this  decla- 
ration, they  agreed  to  open  the  general  conferences  at 
Utrecht  on  the  firft  day  of  January.  They  granted  pafl^ 
ports  to  the  French  miniilers ;  while  the  Queen  appointed 
Robinf6n  Bifliop  of  Briftol,  and  {the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
her  plenipotentiaries  at  the  congrefs.  Charles,  the  new 
Emperor,  being  at  Milan  when  he  received  a  copy  of  the 
preliminaries,  wrote  circular  letters  to  th^  EleSors  and 
the  princes  of  the  empire,  exhorting  them  to  perfift  in  their 
engagenaents  to  the  grand  alliance.  He  likewife  defired 
(he  $tat^-Qeneral  to  join  councils  with  him  in  per- 
suading the  Queen  of  Engla^id  to  reje£);  the  propofals  of 
France,  and  prqfecute  the  war;  or  at  leaft  to  negociate 
on  the  foundatipn  of  the  firft  preliminaries,  which  had 
)>een  figncd  by  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.  He  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  lame  purpqfe  to  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  who 
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received  it  with  the  moft  mortifying  ii%<UiieFenoe«  N# 
wonder  that  he  ihodd  zealoufly  contend  for  the  con?- 
9fiu  jtinuance  of  a  war,  the  expenfe  of  which  &e  and  the  Dutok 
had  hitherto  almoft  whdly  defrayed.  The  new  prdtmi- 
fiaries  were  feverely  attacked  by  -the  Whigs,  who  ridi- 
culed and  reviled  the  mifiiftryin  word  and  writing.  Pamph- 
lets, libds,  and  lampoons  were  to  day  publilhed  by  one 
fafiioh,  and  to-morrow  anfwercd  by  the  other*  They 
contained  all  the  infmuations  of  malice  and  contempt,  ali 
the  bitternefs  of  reproach,  und  all  the  rancour  of  fecrimi- 
fiation.  In  the  mi^ft  of  this  contention,  the  Queen  dc- 
fpatched  the  Earl  of  Rivers  to  Hanover,  with  an  affurance 
to  the  Eledor,  that  his  fucceffion  to  the  crown  fhould  be 
eflTe&ually  afcertained  in  the  treaty*  The  Earl  brought 
iback  ah  anfwer  in  writing:  but,  at  the  fame  time,  hijB 
deSoral  highnefe  ordered  the  Baron  de  Bothmar,  his  en- 
voy in  England,  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  Queen, 
xeprefenting  the  pernicious  coiifequences  of  Philip's  re- 
maining in  poiTeflion  of  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies. 
This  remonftrance  the  Baron  publifhcd,.  by  way  of  appesA 
to  the  people,  and  the  Whigs  extollpd  it  with  the  higheft 
encomiums :  but  the  Queen  and  her  minifters  rafented  this 
ftep,  as  an  officious  and  inflaminatory  interpofition. 

§  XXXVII.  The  propofais  of  peace  made  by  the  French 
King  were  difagreeable  even   to   fome  individuals  4${  the 
Tory  party,  and  certain  peers,  who  had  hitherto  adhere4 
to  that  intereft,  agreed  with  the  Whigs,  to  make  a  re- 
monftrance againft  the  preliminary   articles.     The  court 
being  apprifed  of  their  intention,  prorogued  the  parliament 
till  the  feventh  day  of  December,  in  expc^latfon  tof  the 
.  Scottifli  peers,  who  would  eaft  the  balance  in  favour  of 
the  minrftry.     In  her  fpeeeh,  at  the  opening  of -the  kSipn^ 
fhc  told  them  that,  notwithftanding  the  arts  ef  thofe  who 
delighted  in  war,   the  place  and  time  were  appointed  for  21 
,congrers:  and  that  the  States- General  had  expreffed  theif 
entire  confidence  in  her  condu<9:«     She  declared  her  chief 
concern  ftiould  be  to  fecure  the  fucceffion"  of  the  crown  lit 
the  Honfc  of  Hanover  ^  to  procure  all  the  advantages  i^ 

•  jJhc 


A    K    N    E*  Mj 

tV  nation  which  a  lender  and  aflfedionate  fbverelgn  could 
procure  for  adutiful  and  loyal  people;  and  to  obtain  fatis- 
fii£lton  for  all  her  allies.  Slie  obfervcd,  that  the  moft  »7«<' 
ciFeftual  way  to  procure  an  advantageous  peace  would 
be  to  make  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war  with 
vigour.  She  recommended  unanimity,  and  prayed  God 
would  diredl:  their  confultations.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
jhe  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had  now  aflbciated  himfelf 
with  the  Whigs,  inveighed  againft  the  preliminaries  as 
captious  and  infuiEcient,  and  offered  ^  claufe  tb  bc 
inferted  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  reprefenting  to  her  Ma- 
jefiy,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  no  peace  could 
be  fafe  or  honourable  to  Great-Britain  or  Europe,  if  Spain 
and  the  Weft-Indies  fliould  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  A  violent  debate  enfued,  in  the 
(courfe  of  which  the  Earl  of  Apglefey  reprefented  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  eafing  the  nation  of  the  burthens  incurred  by  an 
expenfive  waf.  He.  affirmed  that  a  good  peace  might 
have  bcen-procured  immediately  after  the  battle  of  RamiU 
lies,  if  k  had  not  been  prevented  by  fome  perfons  who 
prolonged  the  war  for  their  own  private  intereft.  This 
infinuation  was  levelled  at  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
made  a  long  fpeech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  bowed  to 
the  place  where  the  Queen  fat  incognito ;  and  appealed 
to  her,  whether,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  her 
Majefty  as  general  and  plenipotentiary,  he  had  not  conftant- 
}y  informed  her  and  her  council  of  all  the  propofals  of 
peace  which  had  been  made ;'  and  had  not  defired  inftruc- 
Mons  for  his  conduct  on  that  fubjedl?  He  declared,  upon 
his  confcience,  and  in  prefence  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
Wfore  whom  he  expeded  foon  to  appear,  that  he  was 
ever  defirotis  of  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  lafti^g  peace ;  and 
that  he  was  always  very  far  from  entertaining  any  defign 
of  prolonging  the  war  for  his  own  private  advantage,  as 
his  enemies  had  moft  falfely  iDfinuated.  At  laft  the 
qu^ion  being  put.  Whether  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's 
advke  ftould  be  part  of  the  addrefs  ?  it  was  carried  in  the  • 
j|fifB»itive  by    a-  fm^U   ipajority.      The    addrefe    was 
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accordin^y  prefented  ;  and  ,t1ie  Queen^  in  ber  anfwer,  fdid 
ihc  (hould  be  very  forry  any  one  could  think  (he  would 
not  do  her  utmoft  to  recover  Spain  and  ihc  Weft-Indies 
from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  Againft  this  advice,  how- 
ever, feveral  peers  protefted,  becaufe  there  was  no  prece- 
dent for  inferting  a  claufe  of  advice  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  ; 
and  becaufe  they  looked  upon  it  as  an  invafion  of  the 
royal  prerogative.  In  the  addrefs  of  the  Commons  there 
was  no  fuch  article^  and,  therefore,  ^he  an&^er  they  re- 
ceived was  yirarm  and  cordial. 

^  §  XXXVIII.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  claimiHg  a  feat  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  Duke  of  Brandon,  a  title  he  had 
lately  received,  was  oppofed  by  the  anti-courtiers,  who 
pretended  to  forefee  great  danger  to  the  conftitution  from 
admitting  into  the  Houfe  a  greater  number  of  Scottiih 
peers  than  the  a£i  of  Union  allowied.  Counfel  was  hear4 
upon  the  validity  of  his  patent.  They  obferved  that  no 
obje£tion  could  be  made  to  the  Queen's  prerogative  in  con- 
ferring honours ;  and  that  all  the  fubje(5ls  of  the  united 
kingdom  were  equally  capable  of  receiving  honour.  The 
•Houfe  of  Lt)rds  had  already  decided  the  matter, .  in  ad« 
mitting  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry  upon  his  being  created 
Duke  of  Dover.  The  debate  was  managed  with  gi:eat 
ability  on  both  fides :  the  Scpttiih  peers  u^ite^  in  4cfeQ(b 
of  the  Duke's  claim;  and  the  court  exejrted  its  whole 
Arength  to  fupport  ;the  patent.  Neverthelefs,  the  queftioa 
being  put.  Whether  Scottifti  peers,  cheated  peers  of  Great- 
Britain  fince  the  IJnion,  had  a  right  to  lit  in  that  Houfe? 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  five  vpiqes  ^ 
thougli  not  without  aproteft  figned  by  the  lords  in  the 
oppofition.  The  Scottifli  peers  were  fo  incenfed  at  this 
decifion,  that  they  drew  up  a  reprefentatiqn  to  the  Qu^n> 
complaining  of  it  as  an  infringement  of  th^  UnjiQli,  And  ^ 
mark  of  difgrace  put  upon  the  whole  peerage  of  Scotland* 
The  bill  againft  occafional  conformity  was  revived  by 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  in  more  moderate  terms  thaa 
thofe  that  had  been  formerly  rejected  i  and  it  pafled  both 
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Kottfes  by  lifae  connivance  of  the  Wh  igs,  upon  the  Earl's 

promife,  that  if  they'  would  confent  to  this  meafure,  he  

would  bring  over  many  friends  to  join  them  in  matters  of  jtii* 
greater  confequence.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  De- 
cember, the  Queen  being  indiipofed,  granted  a  commiifion 
to  the  Lord-Keeper,  and  fbme  other  peers,  to  give  the 
royal  afiient  to  this  bill,  and  another  for  the  land-tax* 
The  Duke  of  Devonihire  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  giving  precedence  of  all  peers  to  the  £le£^oral  Prince 
of  Hanover,  as  Duke  of  Cambridge.  An  addrefs  was  pre- 
iented  to  the  Queen,  defiling  file  would  give  inftrutflions 
to  her  plenipotentiaries,  to  confult  with  the  minifters  of 
the  allies  in  Holland  before  the  opening  of  the  congrefs  ; 
that  they  might  concert  the  necefTary  meafures  for  pro- 
ceeding with  unanimity,  the  better  to  obtain  the  great  ends 
proposed  by  her  Majefty. .   . 

§  XXXIX«  The  commiffioners  for  examining  the  pub^ 
lick  accounts  having  difcovered  that  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough had  received  an :  annual  prefent  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  pounds  from  the  contra£bors  for  bread  to  the 
army,  the  Queen  declared  in  council,  that  (he  thought  fit 
to  difmifs  him  from  all  his  employments,  that  the  matter 
might  be  impartially  examined.  This  declaration  was  im- 
parted to  hkn  in  a  letter  under  her  own  hand,  in  which 
ihe  took  occafion  to  complain  qf  the  treatment  ibe  had 
received.  She  probably  alluded  to  the  infolence  of  his 
duchefs  5  the  fiibjeftion  in  which  ihe  had  been  kept  by 
the  lateminiftry  ;  and  the  pains  lately  taken  by  the  Whigs 
to  depreciate  her  conduct,  and  thwart  her  meafures  with 
refpe^  to  the  peace.  The  Duke  wrote  aii  anfwer  to  her 
Majefty,  vindicating  himfelf  from  the  charge  which, had 
been  brought  againft  his  character;  and  bis  two  daugh^ 
ters,  the  Countefs  of  Sunderland  and  the  Lady  Rialton, 
refigned  their  places  of  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber.  The 
miniftry,  in  order  to  afcertain  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  perfuaded  the  Queen  to  take  a  meafure  which  no- 
thing but  neceffity  could  juftify.      She  created  twelve 
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,peers  nut  aact^ ;  and  on  die  &amd  of  January  tliey  were 
introduced  ijckto  the  Uppef^Hovfe  wlthotift  o{:^>olicfon« 
TIse  Lord-Keeptr  delivered  to  the  Houfi^  a  melSkge  from 
ihe  Queeii,  dieting  tbe^  ivmdd  adjourn  to  tiie iouiteetitb 
day  of  the  jncntli.  The  slnti^coartiers  aliedged  chat  i^ 
Queeo  c<»uld  nUft  &nd  a  snd&ige  to  any  ojie  Houfe  to  aid«- 
joucn^  but  ouglftt  to  have  diceiSed  it  to  laoth  Hottfe&«  T.iif6 
obje^^ion  produced  a  debate,  which  was  teriDina&ted  in  fa« 
vourof  the  <;otirt  by  the  weigfast  of  the  tweli^  oeu^f^ers^ 
§  XL.  At  this  (period  Prinoe  £ugenearjived..i0  England^ 
tvkh  a  letter  to  the  Qneen  from  the  EtApemry^  jsl&A  iit«- 
ilrudion$  tot  propofe  a  new  £diazie  ibr  profeoutiiig  tht 
war.  His  errand  was  hat  from  betng  agreeable  to  the  itu'- 
niftry  ;  aad  they  fufpe£ted  that  his  xesd  ai:m:iiVQis  tx^itiaftage 
intrigues  trnipng  the  difco»fieated  party,  ynko  oppofed  the 
peace.  Never thelefs,  he  was  tseated  with  that  refpeiS 
wfeich  was  due  to  hb  quality  and  eminent  talents.  The 
miniftei?^  the  nobility,  and  officers  of  diftinftion  vifited 
bim  at  his  arrivaU  He  was  admitted  to  an  audience  ef 
the  Queea,  who  received  faim  with  ^great  'complacency* 
Having  .perofed  the  iletter  which  he  delivered,  &e  ex- 
prefled  ber  concecn  jdiat  hfsr  :healfih  did  oiot  permit  her  <to 
j^ak  with  his  Highnefs  as  ofixn  ^s  ihe  could  ^Wfih;  but 
that  ihe  had  ordered  the  Tteafurer  and  Secretary  :St.  Joba 
to  receive  his  propofals^    and  confer  with  litm  as  fve* 

iquently 

*  Lord  Compton  aiid  Lord  Brace^  (bn«  of  the  Eatls  of  Northampton  aj«i 
Ayleibury,  were  .called  up  by  writ  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  The  other  teji 
\vere  thefe  :  Lord  Duplin,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  created  Baron  Hay  of 
BisdwaiUiBi  in  the  county  of  Hereford ;  Lord  Vifcount  Wind  for,  •f  Ireland^ 
ifMde  Baron  Motintjoy,  in  the  Iflie  of  Wight.;  Henry  :Paget,  fon  of  LoiU 
P^geti  created  Baron  Burton  in  the  county  of  Sta^rd.j  .Sir  Thomas  Manfd^ 
Baron  M anfel,  of  Margam^  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan  i  Sir  Thomas  Wli- 
loughby,  Baron  "Middle ton 9  of 'Middleton,  in  .the  county  of  Warwick  j  Sir 
Thomas  Trevor,  .Baron  Trevor,  4f  Bromham,  in  tht  county  ofBedford  { 
George  Giafttii^U,  Baron  LaafdowAyof  Biddfford,  in.thecowity  of  Deyoa; 
Samuel  MaHiam,  Baron  Mafham,  of  Oats,  in  the  county  of  EiTex.;  Thomas 
Foley ,'Baron  Poley,  of  Kidderminfter,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter  5  and  Allen 
Batharft, >  Baron  Bathurft,  of  Bathelfden,  inrthe  county  of  Bedford.  ~  On  the 
firft'^y  of  their  being  in^oduced,  when  thequeftlon  was  pat  about  ad- 
journing, the  Earl  of  Wharton  aikcd  oncof  thcxn,  <*  Whether  Uxcy  Totcd  by 
••the!r  foreman?'* 
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^ntly  as  Be  fliould  think  {uroper*  He  expreifed  extra- 
ordinary refpe^  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborougfa^  notwith- 
fiafidiog  his  difgrate.  The  ..Lord-Treafurer,  whik  he  i-^n 
entertained  him  at  dinper,  declared  that  he  looked  upon 
that  day  as^  the  happieft  m  thie  whole  courfe  of  his  life^ 
fiflce  he  had  the  boaour  to  fe^  in  his  houfe  the  greateft 
C2q>taiti  of  the  age.  The. Prince  is  faid  to  have  replied!^ 
<^  if  I  am,  it  is  owin^  to  your  lord'ihlpc^'  Alluding  to  the 
difgpace  of  A/Iarlborough,  whom  the  Earl's  ictrigues  had 
deprived  of  all  military  qommand.  When  Biihop  £ur- 
aet  cofi^rfed  with  him  about  the  fcandalous  libek  that 
mfere  every  diay  publi^bed  againft  the  Duke,  and  in  par* 
^ttlar.  meiitioiied  <^&.4»aFagraph^  in  which  the  author 
aUo9red  -he  had  beeO'  once^  fortunate,  the  Prince  obferved 
k  wits  -Che  greateft  commeodation  that  could  be  beftowed 
i^n  hia)>  as  it  implied  that  all  his  ether  fuccefies  we»f 
vmb%  to  his  ccHira^e  and  conds^l.  While  the  nobility  of 
bo^  parties  vied  5^ilil  each  other  in  dempnftrations  of  re^ 
ijpeA  for  ^his  floble  ftranger^  while  he  was  ^adored  by  the 
Whi^>  and  admired  by  tbepeople,-whc^:ga«&€d.at  hinvia 
erottd^  iMhen  he  appeared  in  pubUck ;  even  in  the  midft  of 
sdt  thefe'caredbs,  rp^rfy  riots  were  exoked  to  infuh  his  pert* 
fi>%  ifnd  fome  ^andaloufi  jreflexioAs  upon  his  mother  w^i^ 
inferted  in  one  of  the'  publiek.  papers.  T4ie  Q^een  triealed 
Vtii>  with  diftiitguiPi^;  n^arks  of  regard;  and,  on  her 
birth-day,  prefeh^  him  with  a  fword  w(5rth  five  thoufand 
potttids.  Nevertbelefs,  ibe  looked  upon  him  as  a  patroR 
and  friend  of  that  turbulent  faction  to  which  (he  owed  fa 
AHich  difq^riet.  She  kn^w  he  had  been  preiTed  to  come 
over  hy  the  Whig-noblemen,  who  hoped  his  prefen<ie' 
would  inflame  the  people  to  lome  defperate  attempt  upoa 
thfe  new  itif niftry :  flie-was  not  ignorant  that  he  held  pri- 
vate conferences  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  the 
EarLof  Sunderland,  the  Lords  Somers,  HalliFax,  and  all 
the  chiefe  of  that  party ;  and  that  he  entered  into  a  clofc 
coanei^itui.  with  the  Baron  de  Bothmar,  the  Hanoverian 
e^ivoy,  who  hfeid  been  very  aftive  in  fomenting  the  diftur^  - 
bances  ofthe  people. 
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§  XLI.  Her  Majefty,  who  had  been  for  fome  tiiritf 
aiBi£led  with  the  gout,  fent  a  meflage  to  both  Houfes,  on 
ijtu  the  feventeenth  day  of  January,  fighifying  that  the  pleni* 
potentiaries  Were  arrived  at  Utrecht  5  and  that  flie  was 
employed  iti  making  preparations  fo^  lA  early  campaign  : 
Ihe  hoped,  therefore,  that  tbe  Commons  w'ould  proceed  in 
giving  the  neceftary  defpatch^to  the  fupplies.  The  Lc^-d- 
Treafurer,  in  order  to  demonftrate  his  attachment  to  thcf 
proteftant  fucceflion,  brought  in  a  bill  which  had  beea 
propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Devofhire,  giving  precedence  to 
the  Whole  eledoral  family,  as  children  and  nephews  of  the 
crown;  and,  when  it  was  paiied  into  an  a£l,  he  fent  k 
over  to  Hanover  by  Mr.  Thomas  Harley.  Thefixteen 
peers  for  Scotland  were  prevailed  upon,  by  promife  of 
fatisfadion,  to  refume  their  feats  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  from 
which  they  had  abfented  themfelve§  fince  the  decifion 
againft  the  patent  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton :  hot  what«- 
ever  pecuniary  recompenfe  they  might  have  obtained  from 
the  court,  on  which  they  were  meanly  dependent,  they 
received  no  fatifaflion  from  the  parliament.  The  Com- 
mons finding  Mx.  Walpole  very  trouUefome  in  their  Houfe, 
-by  his  talents,  adlivity,  and  zealous  attachment  to  the 
Whig  intereft,  found  means  to  difcover  fome  clandeftine 
praSices  in  which  he  was  concerned  as  fccretary  at  war, 
with  regard  to  the  forage-contraft  in  Scotland.  The 
contractors,  rather  than  admit  into  their  partncrfliip  a 
perfon  whom  he  had  recommended  for  that  purpofe,  chofe 
to  prefent  his  friend  with,  five  hundred  pounds.  Their 
bill  was  addreffed  to  Mr.  Walpole,  who  endorfed  it,  and 
his  friend  touched  the  monpy*.    Thb  tranfadion  wa» 

interpreted 

*  The  cominiffioners  appointed  for  taking,  ftadng*  and  examining  the  p4b- 
lick  accounts  having  made  their  report  touching  the  condud  of  Mr.  Wal- 
pole,  the  Houfe,  after  a  long  debate,  came  to  the  foUowing  refolutions  :  i. 
That  Robert  >  Walpole,  Efq.  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  in  receiving  the  funa  of 
^c  hundred  guineas,  and  in  taking  a  note  for  five  hundred  ,more,  on  account 
of  two  contrads  for  forage  of  her  Majefty ^s  troops,  quartered  in  North-Bri- 
tain, made  by  him  when  fecreury  at  war,  purfuant  to  a  power  granted  tx> 
hiai  by  the  late  Lord- Treafurer,  is  guilty  of  st  high  breach  of  truft  and  noto- 
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interpreted  into  a  bribe.    Mr.  Walpole  was  voted  guihy    ^  ha  p. 
of  corruption,  imprifoned  in  the  Towers  and  expelled  the  ^     *   j 
Koufe.    Being  afterwards  rechofen  by  the  fam»  borough  of       lyii* 
Lynn*Regis,  which  he  had  before  reprefented,  a  petition  > 
was  lodged  againft  him,  and  the  Commons  voted  him  in-* 
capable  of  being  ele£ted  a  member  to  ferve  in  the  prefent 
parliament. 

§  XLII.  Their  next  attack  was  upon  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, who  was  found  td  have  received  a  yearly  furti 
from  Sir  Solomon  Medina,  a  Jew,  concerned  in  the  con-* 
trad  for  furiiifliing  the  army  with  bread ;  to  have  been 
gratified  by  the  Queen  with  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
to  defray  theexpenfeof  intelligence;  and  to  have  pocket- 
ed a  deduftion  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  pay 
of  the  foreign  troops  maintained  by  England.  It  was 
alledgedj  in  his- juftification,  that  the  prefent  from  the 
Jews  was  a  cuftomafy  perquifite,  which  had  always  been 
enjoyed  by  the  general  of  the  Dutch  army :  that  the  dd- 
duftion  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  granted  to  him  by 
an  exprefs  warrant  from  her  Majefty :  that  all  the  articles 
of  the  charge  joined  together  did  not  exceed  thirty  thou- 
fand pounds,  a,fum  much  inferior  to  that  which  had  been 
allowed  to  King  William  for  contingencies:  that  the 
money  was  expended  in  procuring  intelligence,  which  was 
fo  exaft  that  the  Duke  was  never  furprifed:  that  none  of 
bis  parties  were  ever  intercepted  or  cut  ofF;  and  all  his 
defigns  were  by  thefe  means  fo  well  concerted,  that  he  never 
once  mifcarried.  Notwithftanding  thefe  reprefentatiortS 
the  majority  voted  that  his  praftices  had  been  unwarrant- 

Vol.  II.  P  '  able 

rious  corruption.  2.  That  the  faid  Robert  Walpolfc,  Efq.  be  tor  the  faid  offenfe 
committed  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  during  the  pleafure  of  this 
Houfe ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  ilTue  his  warrant  accordingly.  3.  That  th« 
faid  Robert  Walpole,  Efq.  be  for  the  faid  offenfe  alfo  expelled  the  Houfe,  and 
that  the  report  of  the  eommiffioners  of  publick  accounts  be  taken  into  further 
confideration  that  day  fe^hnight^ — It  appeared  from  the  depofldons  of  wfitneffe's 
that  the  publick  had  been  defrauded  confiderably  by  thefe  contrit^-^-iivery 
fcvere  fpeech  was  made  in  the  Houfe,  and  next  day  publjihed,  refle^ing 
upon  Mr.  Walpole,  as  guilty  of  the  worft  kind  of  corruption  5  and  Sir  Peter 
KiDg  declared  in  thftHotkfe,  that  he  deferred  hanging  as  well  as  he  defervei . 
^prifonmenC  and  expulfion* 
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aU€  and  illegal;  and  thatthe  deduflion  was  to  be  Account* 
ed  for  as  publick  ixTon^y.  Thefe  refolutioi^s  were  com* 
77ii,  municated  to  the  Queen,  who  ordered  the  Attpirney-Gene- 
ral  to  profecute  the  Duke  for  the  money  he  had  deduAed 
by  virtue  o£  heir  own  warrant.  Such  practices  were  cer« 
taialy  mean  and  mercenary,  and  greatly  tarniihed  the  glory 
which  the  Duke  had  acquired  by  his  military  ta^ents^  and 
ether  (bining  qualities. 

§  XLIII.  The  Cqmnvons  now  diredled  the  ftseam  of 
their  r^fent^i^nt  aigainft  the  Putch,  who  had  certainly 
t^erted  all  their  endeavour^  to  pverwhelm  the  new  mtni- 
ftry,  and  retard  th^e  negociations  for  peace.  They  main- 
tained an  intimate  corrislpondencewith  the  Whigs  of  Eng- 
land, '^hey  diffufed  the  moft  invidious  reports  againfk 
Oxford  and  Secretary  St«  John.  Buys,  their  envoy  at 
London,  a&ed  the  part  of  an  incendiary,  in  fu^gefbing 
violent  meafures  to  the  malcontents,  and  caballing  agaioft 
the  government.  The  minifters,  by  way  of  reprisal,  in- 
fluenced the  Houfe  of  Qommons  to  pafs  fome  acrimonious 
refolution^  againQ:  the  States-Gene£al.  They  alledged 
that  the  States  h^  been  deficient  in  their  proportion  of 
troops,  both  in  Spain  and  in  the  NetherJahds,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war  $  and  that  the  Qi^ei^n,  had  pai4 
above  three  millions  of  crowns  in  fubiidiesy  abpv.e  \^ha^ 
fce  was  obliged  to  advance  by  her  engjagements.  They 
attacked  the  barrier  treaty,  which  had  been  concluded 
with  the  States  by  Lord  Townfhend,  after  thcconfcr- 
cnpes  at  Gertruydenberg.  By  this  agreement,  England 
guaranteed  a  barrier  in  the  Netherlands  tq  the.  Dutch ; 
and  the  States  bound  themfelves  to  maintain,  with  their 
whole  force,  the  Queen's  title,  and  the  protpijapt  f»|C- 
ceifion.  The  Tories  affirmed  that  England  was  difgraced 
by  engaging  any  other  ftate  to  defend  a  fucceffion  which 
the  nation  might  fee  caufe  to  alter :  that,  by  this  treaty, 
the  States  were  authorifed  to  interpofe  in  Britiib.  council : 
that  being  pofleiTed  of  all  thofe  ftrong  towns,  they  might 
exclude  the  Englifh  from  trading  to  them,  and  interfere 
Wth  the  manufactures  of  Great-Britain,    The  Hoy fe  of 
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Commons  voted.  That  in  the  barrier  treaty  there  were  <^  h^  p. 
feverah  articles  deftruftive  to  the  trade  and  intereft  of  ^  -^^/ 
Great- Britain;  and  therefore  highly  difhonouraWe  to  her  >7i»« 
Majefty:  That  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townlhend  was  not 
aathorifed  to  conclude  feveral  articles  in  that  treaty: 
That  he  and  all  thofe  who  had  advifcd  its  being  ratified 
weretncmies  to  theQuaen  and  kingdom.  All  their  votes 
were  digefted  into  a  long  reprefentation  prefented  to  the 
Queen,  in  which  they  averred  that  England,jduring  the  war, 
had  been  overcharged  nineteen  millions ;  a  circumftance 
that  implied  mifmanagement  or  fraud  in  the  old  miniftry. 
The  States,  tilarmed  at  thefe  roibiurions,  wrote  a  refpeffc- 
ful  letter  to  the  Queen,  reprefenting  the  neceflity  of  a 
barrier,  for  the  mutual  fccurity  of  England  tind  the  United 
Provinces.  They  afterwards  drew  up  a  large  memorial 
in  vindrcation  of  their  proceedings  during  the  war;  and 
it  was  publilhed  in  one  of  the  Englilh  papers.  TheCom- 
mons  immediately  voted  it  a  falfe,  fcaildalous,  and  ma- 
lietoos  fibel,  reflefting  upon  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe; 
and  the  printer  and  puWilher  were  taken  into  cuftody, 
as  gtrilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege. 

§  XLIV,  They  now  repealed  the  naturalization  aft.  Bumet. 
They    pafled  a  bill   granting  a  toleration  to  the  epir-  Lamberty 
copal  tlergy  in  Scotland,  without  paying  the  leaft  regard  Quincy. 
-toft,  rcprefentatron  from  thfe  gentral  afFembly  to  the  Queen,  ^^"^^/* 
ikblaring  that  the  afl:  for  fecnrirtg  the  prefbyterian  govern-  Tindal. 
tttcnt  vrts  an  efiential  and  fundanrental   condition  of  the  pj^jf  mmU 
treaty  of  union.     The  Houfe,  notwithftanding  this   re-  borough. 
monftrance,  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  inferted  a  claufe  voiuwe. 
prohibiting  civil  magiftrates  from  executing  the  fentences 
of  the  kirk-judicatories.     The  epifcopal,  as  well  as  the 
prefbyterian  clergy,  were  required  to  take  the  oath  of  ab- 
juration, that   they  might  be  upon  an  equal  footing  in 
cafe  of  difobedience ;   for   the  Commons  well  knew  that 
this  condition  would  be  reje<£ted  by  both,  from  very  differ- 
ent   motives.      In  order  to  exafperate   the   prefbyterians 
with  further  provocations,  another  act  was  pafTed  for  dif- 
iConcinuing  the  courts  of  judicature  during  the  Chriftmas 
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holidays'^  which  had  never  been  kept  by  perfons  of  that 
perfuafion.  When  this  bill  was  read  for  the  third  time, 
ijii.  Sir  David  Dalrymple  faid,  "  Since  the  Houfe  iairefolved 
<<  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  body  of  this  bill,  I  acqui- 
"  efce ;  and  only  defire  it  may  be  intituled,  A  bill  for 
^'  eftablifliing  jacobitifm  and  immorality/'  The  chagrin 
of  the  Scottifli  prefbyterians  was  completed  by  a  third 
bill,  refioring  the  right  of  patronage,  which  had  been 
taken  away  when  the  dlfcipline  of  the  kirk  was  laftefta- 

^  bliflied.     Prince  Eugene  having  prefented  a  memorial  to 

the  Queen,  touching  the  condu£):  of  the  Emperor  during 
the  war,  and  containing  a  propofal  with  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain,  the  Queen  communicated  the  fcheme  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  treated  it  with  the  moft  con- 
temptuous negleft.  The  Prince,  finding  all  his  efforts  in- 
effeSual,  retired  to  the  continent,  as  much  difplcafed  with 
the  miniftry,  as  he  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  peo- 
ple of  England.     The  Commons  having  fettled  the  funds 

Aa.  X7I2,  for  the  fupplies  of  the  year,  amounting  to  fix  millions; 
theTreafurer  formed  the  plan  of  a  bill  appointing  commif- 
fionprs  to  examine  the  value  and  confideratioh  of  all  the 
grants  made  fince  the  Revolution.  His  defign  was  to  make 
a  general  refumption :  but,  as  the  intereft  of  fo  many 
noblemen  was  concerned,  the  bill  met  with  a  very  warm 
oppofition;  notwithftanding  which,  it  would  have  cer- 
tainly palfed,  had  not  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  abfented  themfelves  from  the  Houfe 
during  the  debate. 
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CHAP.    XI. 

§  I.  The  cdnferencis  opined  at  Utrecht.     §  II.  The  ^ue^^s 
meafures  obftru^ed  by  the  allies.     §  III.  Death  of  the  Difu^ 
phin  and  his  fan,  §  IV.  The  ^ueen  demands  Philip's  renu»' 
ciation  of  the  crown  of  France.     §  V.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
takes  the  command  of  the  Britijh  forces  in  Flanders.     §  VI, 
He  is  reJhiSiedfrom  aSiing  againji  the  enemy.     §  VII.  De» 
hate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  thisfuhje^i.     ^  VIII.  A  loyal 
addrefs  of  the  Commons,     §  IX.  Philip  prsmifes  So  renounce 
the  crown  of  France.     §  X.  The  ^een  communicates  the  plan 
of  peace  in  afpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  parliament.     §  XL 
Exceptions  taken  to  fome  of  the  articles^  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
§  XII.   A  motion  for  a  guaranty  of  the  protejiant  fuccefjim 
by  the  allies   rejedied  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,     §  XIII. 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  declares  to  Prince  Eugene^  that  he  can 
no  longer  cover  the  ftege   of  ^efnoy.     §  XIV.  Irruption 
into  France  by  General  Grovejlein.     §  XV.  The  foreign 
troops  in  Britijh  pay  refufe  to  march  with  the  Duke  of  Or^ 
mond,     §  XVI.   ff^ho  proclaims  a  cejpttion  of  armsy  an4 
feifes  Ghent  and  Bruges.     §  XVII.  The  allies  defeated  at 
Denain.     §  XVIII.  Progrefs  of  the  conferences  atUtrecht. 
§  XIX.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Lord  Mobun  are  killed 
in  a  duel.    The  Duke  of  Marlborough  retires  to  the  continent. 
§  XX.  The  States-General Jign  the  barrier  treaty.     §  XXL 
The  other  allies  become  more  tradable.      §"  XXII.  The 
peace  with  France  Jigned  at  Utrecht.     §  XXIII.  Both, 
Houfes  of  parliament  congratulate  the  ^ueenonthe  peace. 
§  XXIV.  Sub/lance  of  the  treaty  with  France.     §  XXV. 
ObjeSiions  to  the  treaty  of  commerce,     §  XXVI.  Debates  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  malt  tax  for  Scotland.     The  Scot* 
tijh  lords  move  for  a  bill  todijfolve  the  Union,     §  XXVII. 
Addrefs  of  the  Commons  about  Dunkirk.    §  XXVIII.  Vio- 
lence of  parties  in  England.     %  XXIX.  Proceedings  of  thi 
UirUament  of  Ireland.     %  XXX.   New  parliament  in 
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England.  Writers  employed  by  both  parties.  §  XXXI* 
Treaty  of  Rajiadt  between  the  Emperor  and  France. 
§  XXXIL  Principal  articles  in  the  treaty  between  Greats 
Britain  and  Spain*  Meeting  of  the  parliament,  §  XXXIII. 
The  Houfe  of  Lords  takes  cognizance  of  a  libel  againji  the 
Scots.  §  XXXIV.  A^.  Steele  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons.  §  XXX  V .  Precautions  by  the  Whigs  for  tbefecurity 
$f  the  protejiant  fuccejpon.  ^  XXX  VI,  Debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  concerning  the  Pretender  and  the  Catalans. 
§  XXXV 11.  They  addrefs  the  ^een  tofet  a  price  pn  the 
head  of  the  Pretender.  §  XXXVIIL  A  writ  demanded 
for  the  EleSioral  Prince  of  Hanover^  as  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
§  XXX IX.  Death  of  the  Princefs  Sophia.  Bill  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  fchifm.  §  XL.  Amther  againft  all  who. 
Jh'^uld  lij}^  or  be  inli/ied  in  a  foreign  fervice,  §  XLI. 
The  parliament  prorogued,  §  XLII.  Ihe  Treafurer  dif* 
graced.  §  XLIIL  Precautions  taken  for  fecuring  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom.  §  XLI  V.  Death  and  chara&er  of  S^een 
Anne. 

§  I.  TN  the  month  of  January  the  conferences  for  peace 
X  began  at  Utrecht.  The  Earl  of  Jerfey  would 
have  been  appointed  the  plenipotentiary  for*England,  but; 
he  dying  after  the  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  France 
was  eftablifhed,  the  Queen  conferred  that  charge  upon 
Robinfon,  Bi&op  of  Briftol,  Lord  Privy-Seal,  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford.  The  chief  of  the  Dutch,  deputies 
named  for  the  congrefe,  were  Buys  and  Vanderduflen:  the 
French  King  granted  his  powers  to  the  Marefchal  D'yxellcsJ^ 
the  Abbot  (afterwards  Cardinal)  dc  Polignac,  and  Mena- 
ger)  who  had  been  in  England.  The  minifters  of  the  Em- 
peror and  Savoy  likewife  affifted  at  the  conferences,  to 
which  the  empire  and  the  other  allies  likewife  lent  their 
plenipotentiaries,  though  not  without  reludance.  As  all 
thefe  powers,  except  France,  entertained  fenttments  very 
different  from  tbofe  of  her  Britannick  Majefty,  the  con- 
ferences feemed  calculated  rather  to  retard  than  accelerate 
a  pacification^     The  Queen  of  England  had  focefeen  and 
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provided  againft  thefe  difficulties.     Her  great  end  was  to 
free  her  fubje£h  from  the  miferies  attending  an  unprofit* 
able  war,  and  to  reftore  peace  to  Europe ;  and  this  aim       lU^ 
fhe  was  refolved  to  accomplilh,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition. 
She  hadalfo  determined  to  procure  reafonable  terms  of  ac- 
commodation for  her  allies,  without,  however,  continuing 
to  lavilh  the  blood  and  treafure  of  her  people  in  fupporting 
their  extravagant  demands.     The  Emperor  obftinately  in» 
fifted   upon  his  claim  to  the  whole  Spanifh  monarchy,  re- 
futing to  give  up  the  leaft  tittle  of  his  pretenfionsj  and 
the  Dutch  adhered  to  the  old  preliminaries  which  Louis 
had  formerly  reje£led.     The  Qiieen  faw  that  the  liberties 
of  Europe  would  be  expofed  to  much  greater  danger  from 
an  a£lual  union  of  the  Imperial  and  Spanifh  crowns  in 
one  head  of  the  houfe  of    Auftria,   than   from  a   bare 
poffibility  of  Spain's   being  united  with  France   in  one 
branch  of  the   Houfe  of    Bourbon.     She  knew  by  ex- 
perience the  difficulty  of  dethroning   Philip,    rooted  as 
he  was  in  the  afFe&ions  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people; 
and  that  a  profecution  of  this  defign  would  ferve  nopur- 
pofe  but  to   protraA   the  war,   and  augment  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Britifh  nation.     She  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  dlftreiTes  of  the  French,  which  flie  confidered 
as  pledges  of  their  monarch's  fmcerity.     She  fought  not 
the  total  ruin  of  that  people,  already  reduced  to  the  brinlc 
of  defpaif.    The  di£tates  of  true  policy  difTuaded  her  from 
contributing  to  further  conquefts  in  that  kingdom,  which 
would  have  proved  the  fource  of  contention  among  the 
allies,  deprefled  the  Houfe  of  bourbon  below  that  ffan- 
dard  of  importance  which  the  balance  of  Europe  required 
it  fiiould  maintain,   and  aggrandize  the  States-General  at 
the  expenfe  of  Great^Britain.     As  flie  had  bor'n  the  chief 
burthen  of  the  war,  flie  had  a  right  to  take  the  lead  ;'  and 
didate  a  plan  of  pacification  :  at  leafl,  fhe  had  a  right  to 
confult  the  welfare  of  her  own  kingdom,  in  delivering^ 
by  a  feparate  peace,  her  fubjeSs  from  thofc  enormous  loads 
Whiclj  they  could  w  longer  fullaip ;   and   fhe  was  we}} 
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enough  aware  of  her  own  confequence,  to  think  ftie  could 
obtain  advantageous  conditions. 
fji2.  §  II.  Such  were  the  fentiments  of  the  Queen  ;  and  her 

minifters  feem  to  have  afled  on  the  fame  principles,  though, 
perhaps,  party  motives  may  have  helped  to  influence  their 
cbnduft.  The  allies  concurred  in  oppofing  with  all  their 
might  any  treaty  which  could  not  gratify  their  different 
views  of  avarice,  intereft,  and  ambition.  They  pradi fed 
''  a  thoufand  little  artifices  to  intimidate  the  Queen,  to  ex- 
cite a  jealoufy  of  Loiiis,  to  blacken  the  characters  of  her 
minifters,  to  raife  and  keep  up  a  dangerous  ferment  artiong 
her  people,  by  which  her  life  and  government  werfc  en- 
dangered. She  could  not  fail  to  refent  thefe  eiforts,  which 
greatly  perplexed  her  meafures,  and  obftru£ted  her  defign. 
Her  minifters  were  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  predicament 
in  which  they  flood.  The  Queen's  health  was  much  im- 
paired ;  and  the  fuccefTor  countenanced  the  oppofite  fac- 
tion. In  cafe  of  their  fovereign's  death  they  had  nothing 
to  cxpcft  but  profecution  and  ruin  for  obeyijig  her  com- 
mands ;  they  faw  no  hope  of  fafety,  except  in  renouncing 
their  principles,  and  fubmitting  to  their  adverfaries,  or  elfe 
in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  would  haften  the  pacification, 
that  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom  might  be  appeafed,  and  the 
people  be  fatisfied  with  their  condufl:  before  death  (hould 
deprive  them  of  their  fovercign's  protedlion.  With  this 
view  they  advifed  her  to  fet  on  foot  a  private  negociation 
with  Louis  5  to  ftipulate  certain  advantages  for  l^er  own 
fubjeds  in  a  concerted  plan  of  pca^e  j  to  enter  into  fq^h 
mutual  confidence  with  that  monarch,  as  would  anticipate 
all  clandeftine  tranfaSions  to  her  prejudice,  and  in  fomq 
meafure  enable  her  to  prefcribe  terqis  for  her  allies.  The 
plan  was  judicioufly  formed  :  but  executed  with  too  much 
precipitation.  The  ftipulated  advantage^  were  riot  fuch 
k&  flie  had  a  right  to  demand  and  infift  upon  ;  and  with- 
out all  doubt,  better  might  have  been  obtained,  had  no>^ 
the  obftinacy  of  the  allies  abroad,  and  the  violent  condufl; 
pf  the  WJiig  fadlion  at  home,  ^obliged  the   minifters  to 
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relax  in  fome  material  points,  and  haflen  the  conclulion 
of  the  treaty. 

§  III.  The  articles  being  privately  regulated  between  the       17^2 
two  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles,  the  Englifh  plenipo- 
tentiaries  at  Utrecht  were  furnifhed  with  general  powers 
and  inftrudions,  being  ignorant  of  the  agreement  which 
the  Queen  had  made  with  the  French  monarch,  touching 
the  kingdom  of  Spain,  which  was  indeed  the  baiis  of  the 
treaty.    This  fecret  plan  of  negociation,  however,  had 
well  nigh  been   deftroyed  by  fome  unforefeen  events  that 
were  doubly  afHidling  to  Louis.     The  Dauphin  had  died 
of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
his  title  had  been  conferred  upon  his   fon,  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  who  now  expired  on^the  laft  day  of  February, 
fix   days  after  the  death   of  his  wife,  Mary  Adelaide  of 
Savoy.     The  parents  were  foon  followed  to  the  grave  by  ' 
their «ldeft  offspring,  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  in  the  fixth 
year  of  his  age  ;  fo  tKat  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  chil- 
dren, none  remained  alive  but  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  the 
late  French  king,  who  was  at  that  time  a  fickly  infant. 
Such  a  feries  of  calamities  could  not  fail  of  being  extremely 
(hocking  to  Louis  in  his  old  age ;  but  they  were  ftill  more 
alarming  to  the  Queen  of  England,  who  faw  that  nothing 
but  the  precarious  life  of  an  unhealthy  child  divided  the 
two  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain,  the  union  of  which 
0ie  refolved  by  all  poffible  means  to  prevent.     She,  there- 
for^,, fent  the  Abbe   Gualtier  to  Paris,  with  a  memorial, 
rcprefenting  the  danger  to  which  the  liberty  of  Europe 
would  be  expofed,    (hould  Philip   a(<;end  the  throne  of 
France ;  and   demanding,  that  his  title  fhould  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Berry,  in  confequence  of 
his  pure,  fimple,  and  voluntary  renunciation. 
.  §  IV.    Mean  while  the    French  plenipotentiaries   at 
Utrecht  were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  their  propofals  in 
writing,  under  the  name  of  fpecifick  offers,  which  the  allies 
xeceived  with  indignation.     They  were  treated  in  England 
with  univerfal  fcorn.     Lord  Hallifax,  in  the   Houfe  of 
Fce];^,  termed  them  trifling,  arrogant^  and  injurious  to  her 
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Majefty  and  her  allies:  an  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the 
Qiieen,  in  which  they  expreffed  their  refentment  againft 
t-jtzT'  the  infolence  of  France,  and  promifed  to  affift  her  with  all 
their  power  in  profecuting  the  war,  until  a  f^  and  ho- 
nourable peace  ihould  be  obtained.  The  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  allies  were  not  lefs  extravagant  in  their  fpecifiek  de- 
mands than  the  French  bad  been  arrogant  in  their  offers. 
In  a  word,  the  miniflers  feemed  to  have  been  aflembled 
at  Utrecht,  rather  to  ftart  new  difficulties,  and  widen  the 
breach,  than  to  heal  animofities,  and  concert  a  plan  of 
pacification.  They  amufed  one  another  with  fruitlefs 
conferences,  while  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain  endeavoured 
to  engage  the  States- General  in  her  jneafures,  that  thef 
might  treat  with  France  upon  moderate  terms,  and  give 
law  to  the  reft  of  the  alliesr  She  departed  from  fome  of 
her  own  pretenfions,  in  order  to  gratify  them  with  the 
pof][effion  of  fome  towns  in  Flanders.  She  confenled  to 
their  being  admitted  into  a  participation  of  fome  adv^an^ 
tages  in  commerce  ;  and  ordered  the  Engliih  minifters  at 
the  cpngrefs  to  tell  them,  that  ihe  would  take  her  meafttired 
according  to  the  return  they  fliould  make  on  this  occa^ 
fion.  Finding  them  ftill  obftinately  attached  to  their  firft 
chimerical  preliminaries,  (he  gave  them  to  underftand,  that 
all  her  offers  for  adjufti^g  the  differences  were  founded 
upon  the  exprefs  condition.  That  tht^  (hould  come  into 
her  meafures,  and-  co-operate  with  her  openly  and  fin- 
cerely:  but  they  had  made  fuch  bad  i^eturns  to  all  her 
condefcenfion  towar<ls  them,,  that  (he  looked  upon  herfelf 
as  releafi^d  from^  all  engagements.  The  cniniflers'  6f  th9 
allies  had  infifted  upon-  a*  written  anfwer  to  their  ^eificl^ 
demands  ;  and  this  the  French  pleitipotehtiaries  declined, 
until  they  ihould  receive  fre(hinftt'U4^ions  from  their  ma-* 
fler..  Such  was-  the  pretence  for  fufpending  the  confer- 
ences :  but  the  real  bar  to  a  finaS  agreement  between 
England  and  Frani^,  w^s*  the  delay  of  Philip's  renun- 
ciation,, which  at  lengthy  hbweveiv  ai^iyed  ;  and  produced 
a  cefTation  of  arms. 
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^  V,  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  who  was 
now  inveded  with  the  fupreme  command  of  the  Briti(h 
forces,  received  a  particular  order,  that  he  fhould  not  ^iTia. 
hazard  an  engagement.  Louis  had  already  undertakea 
for  the  compliance  of  his  grandfon.  Rededting  on  his  own 
great  age,  he  was  fbocked  at  the  profpe£l  of  leaving  his 
kingdom  involved  in  a  pernicious  war  during  a  minority  j 
and  determined  to  procure  a  peace  at  all  events*  The 
Queen,  knowing  his  motives,  could  not  help  believing  his 
proteftations,  and  refolved  to  avoid  a  battle,  the  iflue  of 
which  might  have  confiderably  altered  the  fituation  of 
affairs,  and  confequently  retarded  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty.  Preparations  had  been  made  for  an  early  campaign* 
In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  having 
afiembled  a  body  of  thirty- fix  battalions,  marched  towards 
Arras,  which  he  reduced  to  a  heap  of  alhes  by  a  moft  ter- 
rible cannonading  and  bombardment.  In  May,  the  Duko 
of  Drmond  ^conferred  with  the  deputies  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral at  the  Hague,  and  alTured  them  that  he  had  orders 
to  a£t  vigoroufly  in  the  profecution  of  the  wan  He 
joined  Prince  Eugene  at  Tournay  j  and,  on  the  twenty«- 
ilixth  day  of  May,  the  allied  army,  palling  theSchelde,  en- 
camped at  Hafpre  and  Solemncs*  The  Imperial  general 
propofed  that  they  fliould  attack  the  French  army  under 
Villars  :  but  by  this  time  the  Duke  was  ceftrained  from 
hazarding  fiege  or  battle  :  a  circumftance  well  known  to 
the  French  commander,  who  therefore  abated  of  his  ufual 
vigilance.  It  could  not  be  long  concealed  from  Prince 
Eugene  and  the  deputies,  who  forthwith  defpatched  aa 
exprefs  to  their  principals  on  this  fubjed^,  and  afterwards 
prefented  a  long  memorial  to  the  Duke,  reprefenting  the 
injury  which  the  grand  alliance  would  fuftain  from  his 
obedience  of  fuch  an  order.  He  feemed  to  be  extremely 
uneafy  at  his  fituation  ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  Secretary  St. 
John,  expreflfed  a  defire  that  the  Queen  would  permit  him 
to  return  to  England. 

§VI.    Prince  Eugene,   notwithftanding  the  Queen's 
order,  which   Ormond  hacj  not  yet  formally  declared, 
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invefted  the  town  of  Quefnoy,  and  the  Duke  furnifbed  to« 
wards  this  enterprife  feven  battalions  and  nine  fquadrons 
i7'iz«       of  the  foreign  troops  maintained  by  Great-Britain.    The 
Dutch  deputies  at  Utrecht  expoftulating  with  the  Biihop 
of  Briftol  upon  the  Duke's  refufing  to  z&  againft  the 
enemy,  that  prelate  told  them,  that  he  had  lately  received 
an  exprefs,  with  a  letter  from  her  Majefty,  in  which  (he 
complained,   that   as  the  States-General  had  not  properly 
aniwered  her  advances,  they  ought  not  to  be  furprifed,  if 
Ihe  thought  herfelf  at  liberty  to  enter  into  feparate  mea- 
fi^rcs,  in  order  to  obtain  a  peace  for  her  own  conveniency. 
When  they  remonftrated  againft  fuch  cojidufl,  as  contra- 
diSory  to  all  the  alliances  fubfifting  between  the  Quceo 
and  the  States-General,  the  Bifhop  declared  his  inftruc- 
tions  further  imported,  that  confidering  the  conduft  of  the 
States  towards  her  Majefty,  fhe  thought  heffelf  difengaged 
from  all  alliances  and  engagements  with  their  High-Mighti- 
neffes.    The  States  ^nd  the  minifters  of  the  allies  were  in- 
ftantly  in  commotion.    Private  meafures  were  concerted 
with  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe- 
Caffel,  and  fome  other  princes  of  the  empire,  concerning 
the  troops  belonging  to  thofe  powers  in  the  pay  of  Great- 
Britain.     The   States  General  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the 
Queen,  and  ordered  their  envov  at  London  to  deliver  it 
into  her  own  band.     Count  Zinzendorf,  the   Emperors 
plenipotentiary,   defpatched  exprefies    to  his  mafter,  to 
Prince   Eugene,  and  to  the  Imperial  ambaflador  at  Lon- 
don.    The  Queen  held  a  council  at  Kenfingbon  upon  the 
fubjea  of  the  letter  5  and   a  frefli  order  was  fen t  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  diredling  him  to  concur  with  the  general 
of  the  allies  in  a  fiege. 

§  VIL  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  Lord  Halh- 
fax,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  defcanted  upon  the  ill  conie- 
quences  of  the  Duke's  refufing  to  co-operate  with  Pn'J^ 
Eugene ;  and  moved  for  an  addrefs,  defiring  her  Maj«  7 
would  order  the  General  to  aft  offenfivcly,  in  concert  wit 
her  allies.  The  Treafurer  obferved  it  was  prudent  to  avoi 
a  battle  on  the  eve  of  a  peace,  efpecially  confidering  ^^ 
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had  to  do  with  an  enemy  fo  apt  to  break  his  word.  The 
Earl  of  Wharton  replied,  this  was  a  ftrong  reafon  for 
keeping  no  meafures  with  fuch  an  enemy.  When  Ox-  i?"* 
ford  declared,  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  received 
orders  to  join  the  allies  in  a  fiege,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough affirmed  it  was  impofBble  to  carry  on  a  iiege 
without  either  hazarding  a  battle,  in  cafe  the  enemy 
ihould  attempt  to  relieve  the  place,  or  (hamefully  aban- 
doning the  enterprife.  The  Duke  of  Argylc  having  de- 
clared his  opinion,  that  iince  the  time  of  Julius  Caefar 
there  had  not  been  a  greater  captain  than  Prince  Eugene 
of  Savoy,  obferved,  that,  confidering  the  different  interefts 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftrla  and  of  Great-Britain,  it  might 
not  confift  with  prudence  to  truft  him  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  war,  becaufe  a  battle  won  or  loft  might  en- 
tirely break  off  a  negociation  of  peace,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability was  near  being  concluded.  He  added,  that  two 
years  before,  the  confederates  might  have  taken  Arras  and 
Cambray,  inftead  of  amufing  themfelves  with  the  infig- 
ilificant  conquefts  of  Aire,  Bethune,  and  St.  Venant. 
The  Duke  of  Devonftiire  faid  he  was,  by  proximity  of 
blood,  more  concerned  than  any  other  in  the  reputation  of 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  j  and,  therefore,  could  not  help  ex- 
preffing  his  furprife,  that  any  one  would  dare  to  make  a 
nobleman  of  the  firft  rank,  and  of  fo  diftinguiflied  a  cha- 
rafter,  the  inftrument  of  fuch  proceedings.  Earl  Paulet 
anfwered,  th^t  nobody  could  doubH  the  Duke  of  Ormond's 
courage ;  but  he  was  not  like  a  certain  general^  who 
led  troops  to  the  flaughter, .  to  caufe  a  great  number  of 
officers  to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  that  he  might  fill  his 
pockets  by  difpofingof  their  commifKons.  •  The  Duke  of 
Marlborough  was  fp  deeply,  afFefled  by  this  reflexion^ 
that  though  he  fupprefTed  his  refentment  in  the  Houfe,  he 
took  the  firft  opportunity  to  fend  Lord  Mohun  to  the 
Earl  >yith  ^  melTage,  importing,  that  he  (hould  be  glad  to 
come  to  an  -explanation  with  his  lordftiip,  about  fome 
expreffions  he  had  ufed  in  that  day's  debate;  and  defiring 
his  company  to  take  the  air  in  the  country.    The  Earl 
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tinderfiood  his  meaning  ;  but  could  not  conceal  his  ^oigm 
tion  from  the  obfervation  of  his  lady,  by  whofe  means 
T^ia."  the.  affair  was  communicated  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
fecreury  of  ftate.  Two  fentincls  were  immediately 
placed  at  his  lordfliip*s  gate :  the  Queen,  by  the  canal  of 
Lord  Dartmouth,  defired  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  would 
proceed  no  farther  in  the  quarrel ;  and  he  afTured  her  h« 
would  pundually  obey  her  Majefty's  commands.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  affured  the  Houfe,  that  a  feparate  peace 
was  never  intended  :  that  fuch  a  peace  would  be  fo  bafe, 
fo  knavifli,  and  fo  villainous,  that  every  one  who  fcrved 
the  Queen  knew  they  muft  anfwer  it  with  their  heads  to 
the  nation  ;  but  that  it  would  appear  to  be  a  fafe  and  glo- 
rious peace,  much  more  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
the  nation  than  the  firft  preliminaries  infifled  upon  by  the 
allies.  The  queftion  being  put  for  adjourning  was,  after  a 
long  debate,  carried  in  the  afiirmative  ;  but  twenty  lords  en- 
tered a  proteft.  The  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  had  returned 
from  Holland,  propofed,  that  they  {hould  examine  the 
negociations  of  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenberg,  before  they 
confidered  that  of  Utrecht.  He  obferved,  that  in  the 
former  negociations  the  French  minifters  had  conferred 
only  with  the  Penfionary,  who  communicated  no  more  of 
it  to  the  minil^ersof  the  allies  than  what  was  judged  pro- 
per to  let  them  know:  fo  that  the  Dutch  were  a bfolute 
mafters  of  the  fecret.  He  aflerted,  that  the  States-General 
had  contented  to  give  Naples  and  Sicily  to  King  Philip : 
a  circumftartce  which  proved  that  the  recovery  of  the 
whole  Spanifb  tlionarchy  was  looked  upon  as  impr^SticMc. 
He  concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  her  Ma- 
jefty,  deiiring  that  the  papers  relating  to  the  negociations 
6f  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenberg  (hould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe.     This  was  carried  without  a  divifion, 

§  VIII.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved 

for  an  addrefs,  acquainting  her  Majelly,  that  her  faithful 

Commons  were  jufily  alarmed  at  the  intelligence  received 

from  abroad,  that  her  general  in  Flanders  had  declined 

'  »£ting  offenfively  againft  France,  in  concurrence  with  her 
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vilies ;  and  befeeching  her  Majefty,  that  he  might  receive  Chap. 
Ipeedy  inftruSions  to  profecute  the  war  with  the  utmoft  ^_  -.— _j 
vigour.  This  motion  was  rcjcQed  by  a  great  majority.  lyii* 
A  certain  member  having  infinuated,  that  the  prefent  ne- 
gociation  had  been  carried  on  in  a  clandeftine  and  treacher- 
ous manner,  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  faid,  he  hoped  it 
-would  not  be  accounted  treachery  to  zSt  for  the  good  and 
advantage  of  Great-Britain  :  that  he  gloried  in  the  fmall 
fhare  he  had  in  the  tranfadion  ;  and  whatever  cenfure  he 
might  undergo  for  it,  the  bare  fattsfaflion  of  a<S^ing  in 
that  view  would  be  a  fuiSeient  recompenfe  and  comfort 
to  him  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life.  The  tioufe 
reiplved.  That  the  Commons  had  an  entire  confidence  In 
her  Majefty's  promife,  to  communicate  to  her  parliament 
the  terms  of  the  peace  before  it  ihould  be  concluded ; 
and.  That  they  would  fupport  her  againft  all  fuch  per- 
ions,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  as  fhould  endeavour 
to  obfirud  the  pacification.  The  Queen  thanked  them 
heartily  for  this  refolution,  as  bemg  dutiful  to  her, 
honeft  to  their  country,  and  very  feafonable  at  a  time 
when  fo  many  artifices  were  ufed  to  obfl:ru£l  a  good 
peace,  or  to  force  one  difadvantageou^  to  Britain.  They 
^kewife  prefen^ed  an  addrefe,  defiring  they  might  have 
an  account  of  the  negociations  and  tranfa&ions  at  the 
Hague  and  Gertruydenberg,  and  know  who  were  then 
employed  as  her  Majefty's  plenipotentiaries. 

§  IX.  The-  min^ftry,  forefeeing  that  Philip  would  not 
willingly  refign  his  hopes  of  fucceeding  to  the.  crown  of 
France,  propoTed  an  aherjiative,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  pre- 
ferring his  expedalion  of  the  crown  of  France  to  the  pre- 
lent  pofleifion  of  Spain,  this  kingdom,  with  the  Indies^ 
fliould  be  forthwith  ceded  to  the  D^ike  of  Savoy ;  that 
Philip^  in  the  mean  time,  (hould  poflefe  the  Duke's  here* 
ditary  dominions,  and  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  together 
vlth  Montferrat  and  Mantua  ;  all  which  territories 
fliould  be  annexed  to  France  at  Philip's  fucceffion  to  that 
crown,,  except  Sicily,  which  (hould  revert  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria*    Louis^  feemed:  to.  relift  this  expedient:^  which^ 

however. 
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however,  was  rejeftcd  by  Philip,  who  chcTe  to  make  the 
renunciation,  rather  than  quit  the  throne  upon  which  he 
J7ia*  was  eftablifhed.  The  Queen  demanded,  that  the  renun- 
ciation (bould  be  ratified  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  by 
the  ftates  of  France ;  but  (he  afterwards  waved  this  de- 
mand^ in  confideration  of  its  being  regiftered  in  the  dif-. 
ferent  parliaments.  Such  forms  are  but  flender  fecurities 
againft  ^h^  power,  ambition,  and  intereft  of  princes.  The 
Marquis  de  Torcy  frankly  owned,  that  Philip's  renun- 
ciation was  of  itfelf  void,  as  being  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental laws  and  conftitution  of  the  French  monarchy ; 
but  it  was  found  neceflary  for  the  fattisfaSion  of  the  £ng<- 
lifli  people.  Every  material  article  being  now  adjufted 
between  the  two  courts,  particularly  thofe  relating  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  the  commerce  of  Great^Britain ^  and  the. 
delivery  of  Dunkirk,  a  fufpenlion  of  arms  prevailed  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  the  Duke,  of  Ormond'adted  in  con* 
cert  with  Marefchal  de  Villars* 

§  X.  On  the  fixth  day  of  June  the  Queen  going  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  communicated  the  plan  of  peace  to  her 
parliament,  according  to  the  promife  ihehad  made.  Af- 
ter having  premifed,  that  the  making  peace  and  war  was 
the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  hinted  at 
the  difficulties  which  had  arifen  both  from  the  nature  of 
the  affair,  and  numberlefs  obftruftions  contrived  by  the 
enemies  of  peace,  (he  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  chief 
articles  to  which  both  crowns  had  agreed,  without,  how- 
ever, concluding  the  treaty.  She  told  them  fliQ  had  fe- 
cured  the.  proteftant  fucceffion,  which  France  had  ac- 
knowledged in  the  ftrongeft  terms ;  and  that  the  Pre-. 
tender  would  be  removed  from  the  French  dominions ; 
that  the  Duke  of  Anjou  fhould  renounce  for  himfelf  and 
^is  defcendants  all  claim  to  the  crown  of  France  ;  fo  that 
the  two  monarchies  would  be  for  ever  divided.  She  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  nature  of  this  propofal  was  fucb  as  would 
execute  itfelf:  that  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  Spain  to 
fupport  the  renunciation ;  and  in  France,  the  perfons 
intitled  to  the  fucceffion  of  that  crown  upon  the  death  of 
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the  Dauphin  were  powerful  enough  to  vindicate   their 
own  right.     She  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  a  treaty 
of  commerce  between  England  and  France  had  been  be-       iy*- 
gun,  though  not  yet  adjufted ;  but  provifion  was  made, 
that  England  (hould  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  that  France 
granted   to  the  moft  favoured  nation  :  that  the  French 
King  had  agreed  to  make  an  abfolute  cefEon  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Chriftopher's,  which  had  hitherto  been  divided  be* 
tween  the  two  nations :  that  he  had  alfo  confcnted  to 
reftore  the  whole  bay  and  ftraits  of  Hudfon  ;  to  deliver 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  with  Placentia ;  to  cede  An- 
napolis, with  the  reft  of  Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia  ;  to  de- 
molifti   the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk ;  to  leave  England 
in  poffeffion  of  Gibraltar,   Port-Mahon,  and  the  whole 
ifland  of  Minorca ;  to  let  the  trade  of  Spain  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  be  fettled  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Catholiclc 
Majefty :  {he  fignified   that  flie  had  obtained  for  her  fub- 
jefls  the  afliento,  or  contrail  for  furnifhing  the  Spanifh 
Weft-Indies  with   negroes,  for  the  term  of  thirty  years, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  it  had  been  enjoyed  by  the  French. 
With  refpeft  to  the  allies,  {he  declared,  that  France  of- 
fered to  make   the  Rhine  the  barrier  of  the  empire  ;   to 
yield  Brifac,  Fort  Kehl,  and- Landau,  and  raze  all  the 
fortreflfes  both  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  the 
iflands  of  that  riyer  :   that  the  proteftant  intereft  in  Ger- 
many would  be  refettled  on  the  footing  of  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia;  that  the  Spani{h  Netherlands,  the  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sardinia,   the   duchy  of  Milan,   and  the 
places  belonging  to  Spain  on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany  might 
be  yielded  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ;   but  the  difpofition 
of  Sicily  was  not  yet  determined:  that  the  demands  of 
the  States-General  with  relation  to  commerce,  and  the 
barrier  in  the  Low-Countries,  would  be  granted  with  a 
few  exceptions,  which   might  be  compenfated  by  other 
expedients  :   that  no   great  progrefs  had  yet  been  made 
upon  the    pretenfions   of   Portugal;    but  that  thofe  of 
Pruffia  would  be  admitted  by  France  without  much  diffi- 
culty :  that  the  difference  between  the  barrier  demanded 
Vol.  II,  d  •  by 
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by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  nine,  and  that  which  France  now  offered^ 
1712.  was  very  inconiiderable:  that  the  £le£tor  Palatine  dould 
maintain  his  pre(ent  rank  among  the  Electors;  and  that 
France  would  acknowledge  theeleAoral  dignity  in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover.  Such  wjere  the  conditions  which 
the  Queen  hoped  would  make  fome  amends  to  her 
fubje<Sts  for  the  great  and  unequal  burtlien  they  had 
bor'n  during:  the  whole  courfe  of  tjie  war.  She  con^ 
eluded  with  fa}'ing,  fhe  made  no  doubt  but  they  were 
fully  perfuaded,  that  nothing  would  be  negledled  on  her 
part,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  negociation,  to  bring  the  peace 
to  an  happy  and  fpeedy  iflue;  and  iheexprefled  her  depen- 
dence upon  the  entire  confidence  and  chearful  concurrence 
of  her  parliament. 

s  ^  XI.  An  addrefs  of  thanks  and  approbation  was  imme* 
diately  voted,  drawn  up,  and  prefented  to  the  Queen  by  the 
Commons  in  a  body.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  took  the 
fpeech  into  confideration,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
afierted,  that  the  meafures  purfued  for  a  year  paft  were 
diredlly  contrary  to  her  Majefty's  engagements  with  the 
allies :  that  they  fullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her 
reign ;  and  would  render  the  Engliih  name  odious  to  all 
nations.  The  Earl  of  Strafford  faid,  that  fome  of  the 
allies  would,  not  have  ihown  fuch  backwardnefs  to  a  peace, 
had  they  not  been  perfuaded  and  encouraged  to  carry  on 
the  war  by  a  member  of  that  iHuftrioiis  aff^mbly,  who 
maintained  afecret  correfpondence  with  them,  and  fed 
them  Vith  hopes  that  they  would  be  fupported .  by  a  ilrong 
party  in  England.  In  anfwer  to  this  infmuation  againft 
Marlborough,  Lord  Cowper  obferved,  that  it  could  never 
be  fuggefled  as  a  crime  in  the  meaneft  fubjeft,  much  lefs 
in  any  member  of  that  auguft  affembly,  to  hold  corre- 
fpondence with' the  allies  of  the  nation ;  fuch  allies,  elpcci- 
ally,  whofe  intereft  her  Majefty  had  declared  to  be  infepa- 
rable  from  her  own,  in  her  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the 
fcffionj  whereas  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  juftify  and 
reconcilcieithcr  with  our  laws,  or  with  the  laws  of  honour 
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and  juftice,  the  condud  of  fome  perfons,  in  treating 
dandeftinely  with  the  common  enemy,  wrthout  the  parti- 
cipation of  the  allies.  This  was  a  frivolous  argument.  A 
correfpondence  with  any  perfons  whatfoever  becomes 
criminal,  when  it  tends  to  foment  the  divifiohs  of  one's 
country,  and  arm  the  people  againft  their  fovereigrt.  Tf 
England  had  it  not  in  her  power,  without  infringing  the 
laws  of  juftice  and  honour,  to  withdraw  herfelf  from  a 
confederacy  which  (he  could  no  longer  fupport,  and  treat 
for  peace  on  her  own  bottom,  then  was  flie  not  ati  aflbciate 
but  a  flave  to  the  alliance.  The  Earl  of  Godolphia 
affirmed,  that  the  trade  to  Spain  was  fuch  a  trifle  as  de- 
feryed  no  oonfideration ;  and  that  it  would  continually 
diminilh,  until  it  fhould  be  entirely  engf  ofled  by  the  French 
merchants,  Notwithftanding  thefe  remonftrances  againft 
the  plan  of  peace,  the  majority  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  in 
ivhich  they  thanked  the  Queen  for  her  extraordinary  con- 
defcenfion  in  communicating  thofe  conditions  to  her  par*, 
liament;  and  exprefled  an  entire  fatisfad^ion  with  hercon- 
duft.  A  motion  was  made  foraclaufe  in  the  addrefs, 
defiring  her  Majefty  would  take  fuch  meafures^  in  concert 
With  her  allies,  as  might  induce  them  to  join  with  her  in  a 
mutual  guarantee.  A  debate  enfucd :  the  queftion  was 
put,  and  the  claufe  rejefted.  Several  noblemen  entered  a 
proteft,  which  was  expunged  from  the  journals  of  the 
Houfe  by  the  decifion  of  the  majority. 

§  XII.  In  the  Houft  of  Commons,  a  complaint  was  ex- 
hibited againft  Bifliop  Fleetwood,  who^  in  a  preface  to 
four  fermons  which  he  had  publiQied,  took  occafion  to 
-extol  the  laft  miniftry,  at  the  expeirie  of  the  prefent  ad- 
miniftration*  This  piece  was  voted  malicious  and  fa<5tious, 
tending  to  create  difcord  and  fedition  amongft  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts,  and  condemned  to  be  burned  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman.  They  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  Queen,  affuring  her  of  the  juft  fenfe  they  had  of  the 
indignity  offered  to  her,  by  printing  and  publifliing  a  letter 
from  the  Stages-General  to  her  Majefty ;  and  defiring  fhe 
would  to  far  refent   fuch  infults,  as  to  give  no  anfwer  for 
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thfe  future  to  any  letters  or  memorials  that  fhould  be  thus 
ufliered  into  the  world,  as  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  pub^ 
ijiz.  lick.  Mr.  Hampden  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  herMajefty^. 
that  (he  would  give  particular  inftruitions  to  her  pleni*- 
potentiaries,  that  in  theconclufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace^ 
the  feveral  powers  in  alliance  with  her  Majefty  might  be 
guarantees  for  the  proteftant  fuccedion  in  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Hanover.  The  queftion  being  put,  was  carried 
in  the  negative.  Then  the  IJoufe  refolved,  That  they 
had  fuch  confidence  in  the  repeated  declarations  her  Ma^ 
jefty  had  made  of  her  concern  for  afluring  to  thefe  king- 
doms the  proteftant  fucceflion  as  by  law  eftabliflied,  th*at 
they  could  never  doubt  of  her  taking  the  proper  meafures 
for  the  fecurity  thereof:  that  the  Houfe  would  fupport  her 
againft  fadtion  at  home  and  her  enemies  abroad  ;  and  did' 
humbly  befeech  her,  that  {he,  would  be  pleafed  to  diC- 
countenance  all  thofe  who  (hould  endeavour  to  raife 
jealoufies  between  her  Majefty  and  her  fubjefts,.  efpeci- 
ally  by  mifreprefenting  her  good  intentions  for  the  welfare 
of  her  people.  The  Queen  was  extremely  pleafed  with 
this  refolution.  When  it  was  prefented,^  flie  told  them,. 
that  they  had  fliown  themfelves  honeft  afferters  of  the. 
monarchy,  zealous  defenders  of  the  conftitution,  and  reat 
friends  to  the  proteftant  fucceflion.  She  thought  fhe  had 
very  little  reafon  to  countenance  a  compliment  of  fuper.- 
erogation  to  a  prince  who  had  caballed  with  the  enemies- 
ofheradminiftration.  On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  June 
the  Queen  clofed  the  feflion  with  a  fpeech,.  exprefling  her 
fatisfadion  at  the  addrefles  and  fupplies  {he  had  received  : 
Ihe  obferved,  that  Ihould  the  treaty  -  be  broke  off,  their 
burthens  would  be  at  leaft  continued,  if  not  increafcd: 
that  Britain  would  lofe  the  prefent  opportunity  of  improving, 
her  own  commerce,  andeftabli{hinga  real  balance  of  power 
in  Europe;  and  that  though  fomeof  the  allies  might  be 
gainers  by  a  continuance  of  the  war,  the  reft  would  fuffer 
in  the  common  calamity.  Notwith{tanding  the  ferment  of 
the  peoplfe,  which  was  now  rifen  to  a  very  dangerous 
pitch,  addrefTes,   approving  the    Queen's  condn6l,  were 
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cprefented  by  the  city  of  London,  and-  all  the  corporations 
nn  the  kingdom  thatefpoufed  the  Tory-intereft.    At  this 
juncture  the  nation  was  fo  wholly  pofTefled  by  the  fpirit  of    ^712 
'party,  that  no  appearance  of  neutrality  or  moderation  re* 
•anained. 

§  XIII.  During thefe  tranfacSlionsthetrencheswereopen- 
•ed  before  Qucfnoy,  and  theliege  carried  on  with  uncommon 
vigour  under  cover  of  the  forces  commanded  by  the  Duke 
ofOrmond.  This  nobleman,  however,  having  received 
a  copy  of  the  articles,  figned  by  the  Marquis  de  Torcy, 
and  frefti  inftruftions  from  the  Queen,  fignified  to  Prince 
£ugene  and  the  Dutch  deputies,  that  the  French  King 
had  agreed  to  feveral  articles  demanded  by  the  Queen,  as 
^he  foundation  of  an  arm iftice;  and  among  others,  to  put 
Xhe  Engliih  troops  in  iminediate  pofleffion  of  Dunkirk :  that 
<he  could,  therefore,  no  longer  cover  the  fiege  of  Quefnoy, 
as  he  was  obliged  by  hisinftrudlions  to  march  with  the  Britifh 
'troops,  and  thofe  in  the  Queen's  pay,  and  declare  a  fuf- 
^nfion  of  arms  as  foon  as  he  ihould  bepoflefled  of  Dun- 
-kirk.  He  expreffed  his  hope,  that  they  would  readily  ac- 
quiefce  in  thefe  inftru£tions,  feeing  their  concurrence 
Avould  a£t  as  the  moft  powerful  motive  to  induce  the  Queen 
to  take.aU  poffible  care  of  their  interefts  at  the  congrefs; 
and  he  endeavoured  to  demonftrate,  that  Dunkirk,  as  a 
•cautionary  town,  was  a  place  of  greater  confequence  to  the 
allies  than  Quefnoy.  The  deputies  defired  he  would  de- 
day  bis  march  five  days,  that  they  might  have  time  to  ^con- 
•Ailt  their  principals,  ^d  he  granted  three  days  without 
liefitation.  Prince  Eugene  ohferyed,  that  his  marching 
off  with  the  Britiflilroops,  and  the  foreigners  in  the  Queen's 
pay,  would  leave  the  allies  at  the  mercy  of  the -enemy: 
but  he  hoped  thefe  laft  would  not  obey  the  Duke's  ^r;der. 
He  and  thp  deputies  had  already  tampered  wiith  their  com- 
manding officers,  who  abfolutely  refufed  to  obey  the  Duke 
<if  Ormond,alledglng,  thai  they  could  not  feparate  from 
.the  confederacy  without  exprefs  dire6lions  from  their 
anafters^  to  whom  they  had  derpa,tched  couriers.  An  ejc* 
^aordinary  aflfembly  of  the  States  was  imn;iediacely'fum- 
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moned  ta  meist  at  i^e  Hagtie;^  The  nriniftcn  of  the  aUies 
nfi^re  invked  ^  ihe  cMfererices*  At  length,  the  princes 
fy\2.^  whc^  troops  were  in  the  paiy  of  Britain  aflfared  them, 
fhat  the^  would  maintain  them  under  the  command  of 
Prince  Eugene  for  one  month  at  their  own  expenfe^  and 
afterwards  fuftaiti  half  the  charge,  provided  the  other 
half  (hould  be  defrayed  by  the  Emperor  and  Stages- Gene- 
Tal. 

§  Xiy.  The  Biftiop  of  Briftol  imparted  to  the  other 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utifetht  the  coiKeffions  which  France 
would  make  to  the  allies  ;  and  propofed  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  for  two  months,  that  they  might  treat  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  adjuft  the  demands  of  all  the  confederates. 
To  this  propofal  they  made  no  other  anfwer,  but  that  they 
)iad  no  inArudions  ott  the  fubje£t.  Count  Zinzendorf, 
the  firft  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  prefented  a  memorial  to 
the  States-General,  explaining  the  danger  that  would  re- 
sult to  the  common  caufe  from  a  ceflation  of  arms ;  and 
exhorting  them  to  perfevere  in  their  generous  and  vigorous 
refolutionSr  He  propofed  a  renewal  of  the  alliance  for  re- 
covering the  Spanvfh  monarchy  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  a  certain  plan  for  profecuting  the  war  with  redoubled 
ardour.  Prince  Eugene,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  confede- 
rates with  fome  bold  enterprife,  detached  Major-Generai 
Groveftein,  with  fifteen  hundred  cavalry,  to  penetrate  into 
the  heart  of  France.  This  officer,  about  the  middle  of 
June,  advanced  into  Champagne,  pailed  the  Noire,  the 
Maefe,  the  Mofelle,  and  the  Saar,  and  retired  lo  Traer- 
bach  with  a  rich  booty,*  and  a  great  number  of  hoflages, 
after  having  extorted  contributioiis  as  far  as  the  gates  of 
Metz,  ravaged  the  country,  and  reduced  a  great  number 
of  villages  and  towns  to  aihes.  The  confternation  pro- 
duced by  this  irruption  reached  the  city  of  Paris:  the 
King  of  France  did  not  think  himfelffafe  at  Verfailles 
with  his  ordinary  guards :  all  the  troops  jn  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital  were  ailembled  about  the  palace. 
Villars  fent  a  detachment  after  Groveftein,  as  foon  as  be 
underftood  his  deftmatiQn :  but   the  other  bad  chained  a 
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day's  march  of  the  French  troops,  which  had  the  morti-   chap. 
fication  to  follow  him  fo  clofe,  that  they  found  the  flames    ^„„    '_ 
ftill  burning  in  the  villages  he  had  deftroyed.    By  way  of       1712.  . 
retaliation,  Major-General  Pafteur,  a  French   partifan, 
made  an  excurfion  beyond  Bergen-op-zoom,  and  ravaged 
the  ifland  of  Tortole  belonging  to  Zealand. 

§  XV.  The  Earl  of  Strafford  having  returned  to  Hol- 
land, propofeda  cefiation  of  arms  to  the  States -General, 
by  whom  it  was  rejeded.  Then  he  proceeded  to  the  aroiy 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  where  he  arrived  in  a  few  days 
after  theredudion  of  Quefnoy,  the  garrifoiY  of  which  were 
made  prifoners  of  war  on  the  fourth  day  of  July.  The 
oflicers  of  the  foreign  troops  had  a  fecond  time  refufed 
to  obey  awritten  order  of  the  Duke :  and  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
animdfity  began  to  prevail  between  the  Englifh  and  allies, 
that  it  was  abfolutelyneceiTary  toeffe£l'a  fpeedy  feparation. 
Prince  Eugene  refol  ved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Landrecy : 
a  defign  is  faid  to  have  been  formed  by  the  German.generals 
to  confine  the  Duke,  on  pretence  of  the  arrears  that  were  due 
to  them ;  and  to  difarm  the  Britifli  troops,  left  they  (hould 
Join  the  French  army.  In  the  mean  time,  a  literary  cor- 
refpondence  was  maintained  between  the  EngliCh  general 
and  the  Marefchal  de  Villars.  France  having  confented  to 
deliver  up  Dunkirk,  a  body  of  troops  was  tranfported  from 
England,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Hill,  who  took  - 
poiTeffion  oif  the  place  on  the  feventh  day  of  July,he 
French  garrifon  retiring  to  Winoxberg.  On  the  fixteenth 
of  the  fame  month  Prince  Eugene  marched  from  his*  camp 
^t  Hafpre,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  auxiliaries  in  th« 
Britifh  pay,  except  a  few  battalions  of  the  troopaof  HoU 
(lein-Gottorp,  and  Walef -s  regiment  of  dragoons  belong- 
ing to  theftateof  Liege. 

§  XVI.  Landrecy  was  immediately  invefted,  while  the 
Duke  qf  Ormond,  with  the  Englifli  forces,  removed  from 
Chateau* Cambrefis,  and  encamping  at  Avefne-le-Secq, 
proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet  a  celTation  of  sirms  for  two 
months.  On  the  fame  day  the  like  armiftice  was  declared 
in  the  l^rench  army.     The  Dutch  were  fo  ex^fperated  at 
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the  feceflion  of  the  Englifli  troops,  that  the  governoars 
would  not  allow  the  Earl  of  Strafford  to  enter  Bouchaihe, 
1712.  nor  the  Britifli  army  to  pafs  through  Douay,  though  in 
that  town  they  had  left  a  great  quantity  of  ftores,  together 
with  their  general  hofpital.  Prince  Eugene  and  the 
Dutch  deputies,  underftanding  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
had  begun  his"  march  towards  Ghent,  began  to  be  iri  pain 
for  that  city,  and  fent  Count  NafTau  Woudenburg  to 
him  with  a  written  apology,  condemning  and  difavowing 
the  conduft  of  the  commandants  of  Bouchaine  and  D6uay  : 
but,  notwithftanding  thefe  excufes,  the  Englifh  troops 
afterwards  met  with  the  fame  treatment  at  Tournay,  Ou- 
denarde,  and  Lifle:  infults  which  were  refented  by  the 
whole  Britifh  nation.  The  Duke,  however,  purfued  his 
march,  and  took  pofleffion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  the 
Queen  of  England  :  then  he  re-en  forced  the  garrifon  of 
Dunkirk,  which  he  likewife  fupplied  with  artillery  and 
ammunition.  His  condud  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to  his 
fovereign,  than  mortifying  to  the  Dutch,  who  never 
dreamed  of  leaving  Ghent  and  Bruges  in  the  hands  of  the 
Englilh,  and  were  now  fairly  outwitted,  and  anticipated 
by  the  motions  and  expedition  of  the  Britifh  general. 

§  XVII.  The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  forces  warfoon  fevere* 
ly  felt  in  the  allied  army.  Villars  attacked  a  feparate 
body  of  their  troops  encamped  at  Denain,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  Their  entrenchments 
were  forced,  and  feventeen  battalions  either  killed  or  taken. 
The  Earl  himfelf  and  all  the  furviving  officers  were  made 
prifoners.  Five  hundred  waggons  loaded  with  bread, 
twelve  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,^'  a  large  quantity  of  am* 
munition  and  provifions,  a  great  number  of  horfes,  and  a 
confiderable  booty  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy:  this 
advantage  they  gained  in  fight  of  Prince  Eugene,^who  ad- 
vanced on  the  other  fide  of  the  Schelde  to  fuflain  Albe- 
marle ;  but  the  bridge  over  that  river  was  broke  down  by 
accident ;  fb  that  he  was  prevented  from  lending  the  leafl: 
affiilance.       Villars  immediately   invefted  Marchiemies, 

where  the  principal  floras  of  the  allies  were  lodged.    The 
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place  was  furrcndcred  on  the  laft  day  of  July :  and  the 
garrifon,  confifting  of  five  thoufand  men,  were  conduced 
prifoners  to  Valenciennes.  He  afterwards  undertook  the  i-jix, 
fiege  of  Douay ;  an  enterprife,  in  confequence  of  which 
Prince  Eugene*  abandoned  his  defign  on  Landrecy,  and 
marched  towards  the  French,  in  order  to  hazard  an  en- 
g:agem€nt.  The  States,  however,  would  •  not  run  the 
rifque  5  and  the  Prince  had  the  mortification  to  fee  Douay 
reduced  by  the  enemy.  He  could  not  even  prevent  their 
retaking  Quefnoy  and  Bouchain,  of  which  places  they 
were  in  poffeffion  before  the  tenth  day  of  Oftober.  The 
allies  enjoyed  no  other  compenfation  for  their  great  lofles, 
but  the  conqueil  of  Fort  Knocque,  which  wasfurprifed 
by  one  of  their  partifans, 

§  XVIIL  1  he  Britifli  minifters  at  the  congrefs  con- 
tinued to  prefs  the  Dutch  and  other  allies  to  join  in  the 
armiftice ;  biit  they  were  deaf  to  the  propofal,  and  con- 
certed meafiires  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war. 
Then  the  Earl  of  Strafford  infifted  upon  their  admitting 
to  the  congivis  the  plenipotentiaries  of  King  Philip  :  but 
he.found  them  equally  averfe  to  this  expedient.  In  the 
beginning  of  Auguft,  Secretary  St.  John,  now  created 
Lord  VifcountBolingbroke,  was  fent  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
f^Ues  incognito,  to  j:emove  all  obftrudions  to  the  treaty 
between  England  and  France.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Prior  and  the  Abbe  Gualtier,  treated  with  the  moft 
diftinguiflied  m^rks  of  refpeA,  carefTed  by  the  French 
King  and  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  with  whom  he  adjuftcd 
the  principal  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria.  He  fettled  the  time  and  manner  of  the 
reQuaqiations,  and  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  by  fea 
^nd  land  for  four  ntonths  between  the  crowns  of  France 
aad  England  :.  this  was  accordingly  proclaimed  at  Paris 
and  London.  The  njsgociation  being  finifhed  in  a  few 
days,  Bolingbrpke  returned  to  England,  and  Prior  re- 
mained as  reftdent  at  the  court  of  France.  The  States- 
General  breathed  nothing  but  war :  the  Penfionary  Hein- 
|iu$  pronounced  an  oration  in  theiif  aflembly,  reprefenting 
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the  impoffibility  of  concluding  a  peace  without  lofing  the 
fruits  of  all  the  blood  and  treafure  they  had  expended* 
37'ia.      The  conferences  at  Utrecht  were  interrupted  by  a  quarrel 
between  the  domefticks  of  Menager,  and  thofe  of  the 
Count  de  Rechteren,  one  of  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries. 
The  populace  infulted  the  Earl  of  StrajFord  and  the  Mar- 
quis del  Borgo,  minifter  of  Savoy,  whofe  mafter  was  re« 
)>orted  to  have  agreed  to  the  armiftice.  Thefeobftrudions 
being  removed,  the  conferences  were  renewed,  and  the 
Britifli  plenipotentiaries  exerted  all  their  rhetorick,  both  in 
publick  and  private,  to  engage  the  allies  in  the  Queen's 
meafures.     At  length  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  prevailed 
upon  to  acquiefce  in  the  offers  of  France.    Mr*  Thomas 
Harley  had  been  fent  ambaflador  to  Hanover,  with  a  view 
to  perfuade  the  Elector  that  it  would  be  for  his  intereft  to 
co-operate  with  her  Majefty  :  but  that  prince's  refolution 
was  already  taken«      *'  Whenever  it  fhall  pleafe  God 
*^  (faid  he)  to  call  me  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  I  hope  to 
^^  a£);  as  becomes  me  for  the  advantage  of  my  people :  in 
^^  the  mean  time,  fpeak  to  me  as  to  a  German  prince,  and 
^'  a  prince  of  the  empire.'^     Nor  was  fhe  more  fuccefsful 
in  her  endeavours  to  bring  over  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  her 
ientiments.     In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Lexington  was  ap- 
pointed ambaflfador  to  Madrid,  where  King  Philip  folemnly 
fwore  to  obferve  the  renunciation,  which  was  approved 
and  confirmed  by  the  Cortez,     The  like  renunciation  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  was  afterwards  made  by  the  princes  of 
France ;_  and  Philip  was  declared  incapable  of  fucceeding 
to  the  crown  of  that  irealmt     The  court  of  Portugal  held 
out  againft  the  remonftrances  of  England,  until  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bay  invaded  that  kingdom  at  the  head  of  twenty 
tfaoufand  men,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Campo-Major, 
and  they  found  they  had  no  longer  any  hope  of  being 
afiifted  by  her  Britannick  Majefty.     The  Portuguefe  mi- 
nifter at  Utrecht  figned  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  on  the 
feventh  day  of  November,   anil  excufed  this  ftep  to  the 
allies,  as  the  pure  ciFe<ft  of  ncceffity.     The'Englilh  troops 
in  Spain  were  ordered  to  feparate  from  the  army  of  Count 
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Staicmbergy  and  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bar- 
cdoAa^   where  they  were  embarked  on  board  an  Englifh 
fquadron,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  and  traof*       1714. 
ported  to  Minorca* 

^  XiX*  The  campaign  being  at  an  end  in  the  Nether^ 
lands,  the  Puke  of  Ormond  returned  to  England,  where 
the  party  difputes  were  become  more  violent  than  f^ver. 
The  Whigs  afFeScd  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the 
late  King's  birth-day,  in  London,  with  extraordinary  rc-^ 
joicings*  Mobs  were  hired  by  both  factions;  and  the 
whole  city  was  filled  with  riot  and  uproar.  A  ridiculous 
icheme  was  contrived  to  frighten  the  Lord-Treafurer 
with  fome  fquibs  in  a  band-box,  which  the  minifters 
magnified  into  a  confpiracy.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton 
having  been  appointed  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the 
court  of  France,  the  Whigs  were  alarmed,  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  this  nobleman  favoured  the  Pretender.  Some 
difpute  arifing  between  the  Duke  and  Lord  Mohun,  on  the 
fubjed  of  a  law-fuit,  furniibed  a  pretence  for  a  quarrel. 
Mohun,  who  had  been  twice  tried  for  murther,  and  was 
counted  a  mean  tool,  as  well  as  the  He£lor  of  the  Whig 
party,  fent  a  meiTage  by  General  Macartney  to  the  Duke, 
challenging  him  to  fingle  combat*  The  principak  met 
by  appointment  in  Hyde* Park,  attended  by  Macartney  and 
Colonel  Hamilton.  They  fought  with  fuch  fury,  that 
Mohun  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  Duke  expired 
before  he  could  be  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe.  Macart- 
ney difappeared,  and  efcaped  in  difguife  to  the  continent. 
Colonel  Hamilton  declared  upon  oath  before  the  privy- 
council,  that  when  the  principals  engaged,  he  and  Ma- 
cartney followed  their  example :  that  Macartney  was  im- 
mediately difarmed  ;  but  the  Colonel  feeing  the  Duke  fall 
upon  his  antagonift,  threw  away  the  fwords,  and  ran  to 
lift  him  up :  that  while  he  was  employed  in  raiilng  the 
Duke,  Macartney,  having  taken  up  one  of  the  fwords, 
ftabbed  his  grace  over  Hamilton's  fhoulder,  and  retired 
immediately.  A  proclamation  was  ijQued,  promidng  a 
leward  of    five  hundred  pounds    to  thofe   who  fhould 
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apprdhendordifcover  Macartney,  and  theDuclaefs  of  Ha» 
mtlton  offered  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  fame  pufpoTe. 
J712.       The  Tories  exclaimed  againft  this  event  as  a  party  duel  i 
they  treated  Macartney  as  a  cowardly   afTaffin ;    and    af- 
firmed that  the  Whigs  had  pofted  others  of  the  fameftamp 
'all  round  Hyde-Park,  to  murther  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
in  cafe  he  had  triumphed  over  hrs  antagonift,  and  efcaped 
the  treachery  of  Macartney.     The  Whigs,  on  the  other 
hand,  affirmed,   that  it  was  altogether  a  private  quarrel : 
that  Macartney  was  entirely  innocent  of  the  perfidy  laid 
to  his   charge  :  that  he   afterwards    fubmitted  to  a  fair 
trial,  at   which   Colonel  Hamilton  prevaricated  in  giving 
liis  evidence,  and  was  contradifted  by  the  tefti^mony  of 
"divers  perfons  who  faw  the  combat  at  a  diftance«     The 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  hearing  himfelf  accufed  as  the  au- 
thor of  thofe  partly  mifchiefs,  and  feeing  his  enemies  grow 
every  day  more  and  more  implacable,  thought  proper  to 
retire  to  the  continent,  where  he  was  followed  by  his  du- 
chefs.     His  friend  Godolphin  had  died  in  September,  with 
the  general  charader  of  an  able,  cool,  difpaflionate  mini* 
ftcr,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  neceffary  to  four   fuccef- 
five  fovereigns,  and  managed  the  finances  with  equal  ikiil 
and  integrity.     The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  was  aiominated 
ambaffador  to  France,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton 2    the  Duke  d'Aumourit  arrived  at   London  in  the 
fame  quality^  from  the  court  of  VerfaiJles ;   and  about  che 
fame  time  the  Queen  granted  an  audience  to  the  Marq  ubs 
^e  Monteleone,   whom  Philip  had  appointed  one  of  his 
plenipotentiaries  atthecoQgrefs, 

^  XX.  In  vain  had  the  Britifli  minrfters  in  HdJand 
endeavoured  to  overcome  th^  obftinacy  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral, by  alternate  threats^  promifes,  and  arguments.  In 
vain  did  they  reprefent,  that  the  confederacy  againft 
France  could  be  no  longer  fupported  with  any  profped  of 
fuccefs :  that  the  Queen's  aim  had  been  to  procure  rea- 
fonable  terms  for  her  allies  ;  but  that  their  oppofition  to 
her  meafures  prevented  her  from  obtaining  fuch  condi- 
tions as  fhe  would  hav.e  a  right  to  demand  ia  their  favoiu:, 
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were  they  unanimous  in  their  confultations.  In  Novem« 
ber,  the  Earl  of  Strafford  prefented  a  new  plan  of  peace^ 
in  which  the  Queen  promifed  to  infill  upon  France's  i7»»- 
ceding  to  the  States  the  city  of  Tournay,  and  fome  other  , 
places  which  they  could  not  expe3  to  poSkfsy  fhould 
ihe  conclude  a  feparate  treaty*  They  now  began  to  wa- 
ver in  their  councils.  The  firft  tranfports  of  their  re- 
ientment  having  fubfided,  they  plainly  perceived  that  the 
continuation  of  the  war  would  entail  upon  them  a  bur* 
then  which  they  could  not  bear,  efpecially  fince  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  and  the  King  of  Portugal  had  deferted  the  alli- 
ance :  befides^  they  were  daggered  by  the  affair  of  the 
new  barrier,  fo  much  more  advantageous  than  that  which 
France  had  propofcd  in  the  beginning  of  the  conferences. 
They  were  influenced  by  another  motive :  namely,  the 
apprehenfion  of  new  mifchiefs  to  the  empire  from  the 
King  of  Sweden,  whofe  affairs  feemed  to  take  a  favourable 
turn  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  through  the  interceilion  of 
the  French  monarch.  The  Czar  and  King  Auguftus 
had  penetrated  intoPomerania :  the  King  of  Denmark  had 
taken  Staden,  reduced  Bremen,  and  laid  Hamburgh  under 
contribution  ;  but  Count  Steenbock,  the  S  wed ifh  general » 
defeated, the  Danifh  army  in  Mecklenbourg,  ravaged  Hoi- 
ftein  with  great  barbarity,  and  reduced  the  town  of  Al- 
tena  to  aflies.  The  Grand  Signor  threatened  to  declare 
war  againft  the  Czar,  on  pretence  that  he  had  not  per- 
formed fome  effential  articles  of  the  late  peace  ^  but  his 
real  motive  was  an  inclination  to  fupport  the  King  of 
Sweden.  This  difpofition,  however,  was  defeated  by  a 
powerful  party  at  the  Porte,  who  were  averfe  to  war. 
Charles,  who  ftill  remained  at  Bender,  was  defired  to  re- 
turn to  his  own  kingdom,  and  given  to  underftand,  that 
the  Sultan  would  procure  him  a  fafe  paffage.  He  treated 
the  pcrfon  who  brought  this  intimation  with  the  moft 
outrageous  infolence ;  rejerded  the  propofal ;  fortified  his 
houfe  'y  and  refolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  lall  extre- 
mity. Being  attacked  by  a  confiderable  body  of  Turkifli 
forces,  he  and  his  attendants  fought  with  the  moft  frantick 
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valour.  They  ilew  fomc  h yndrecls  of  the  aflailants  j  hut  at 
Jaft  the  Turks  fct  fire  to  the  houfe  :  fo  that  he  was  obliged 
*7i».  to  furrcnder  himfelf  and  his  followe^s,  who  were  generally 
fold  for  flaves.  He  himfelf  was  conveyed  under  a  ftrong 
guard  to  Adrianople.  Mean  while  the  Czar  landed  with  an 
army  in  Finland,  which  he  totally  reduced.  Steenbock 
maintained  himfelf  in  Tonningen  until  all  his  fupplles 
were  cut  off;  anfl  then  he  was  obliged  to  deliver  himfelf 
anti  his  troops  prifoners  of  war»  But  this  reverfe  was  not 
forefeen  when  the  Dutch  dreaded  a  rupture  between  the 
Porte  and  the  Mufcovites,  and  were  given  to  underftand 
tliat  the  Turks  would  revive  the  troubles  in  Hungary.  In 
that  cafe,  they  knew  the  Emperor  would  recall  great  part 
of  his  troops  from  the  Netherlands,  where  the  burthen  of 
the  war  muft  lie  upon  their  fhoulders.  After  various  con- 
fultations  in  their  different  aflemblies,  they  came  into  the 
Queen*s  meafures,  and  figned  the  barrier  treaty. 

§  XXL  Then  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  affoi- 
ciated  circles  prefcnted  a  remonftrance  to  the  Britilh  mi- 
irifters  at  Utrecht,  imploring  the  Qtieeri's  interpofition  in 
their  favour,  that  they  might  not  be  left  rn  the  miferablc 
condition  to  which  they  had  been  reduced  by  former 
treaties.  They  were  given  to  underftand,  that  if  they 
Ihould  not  obtain  what  they  defired,  they  themfelves 
would  be  juftly  blamed  as.  the  authors  of  their  own  dif* 
appointment:  that  they  had  been  deficient  in  furniftiing 
their  proportion  of  troops  and  other  neceffaries ;  and  left 
the  whole  burthen  of  the  war  to  fall  upon  the  Queen  and 
the  States  in  the  Netherlands  :  that  when  a  ceffation  was 
judged  ncceffary,  they  had  deferted  her  Majefty  to  follow 
the  chimerical  projefls  of  Prince  Eugene :  that  while  the 
profecuted  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  th^  had  aded 
with  coldnefs  and  indifference ;  but  when  (he  inclined  to 
peace  thdjr  began  to  exert  themfelves  in  profecuting  ho* 
ftilities  with  uncommon  eagernefs :  that,  nevcrthelefs, 
fhe  would  not  abandon  their  interefts,  btft  endeavour  to 
procure  for  them  as  good  conditions  as  their  prepofterous 
conduft  would  allow  her  to  demand.     Even  the  Efnperor*« 

plenipo- 


ANNE. 


»i9 


X7IX. 


plenipotentiaries  began  to  talk  in  more  moderate  ternts. 
Zinzendorf  declared  that  his  mafter  was  very  well  dif* 
pofed  to  promote  a  general  peace  ;  and  no  longer  infided 
onacei&onof  the  Spanifh  monarchy  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  Philip's  minifiers,  together  with  thofe  of  Bava-  ' 
ria  and  Cologn,  were  admitted  to  the  congrefs  $  and  now 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  Britain  a£led  as  mediators  for  £he 
reft  of  the  allies. 

^  XXIL  The  pacification  between  France  and  England 
was  retarded,  however,  by  fome  unforefeen  difficulties  that 
arofe  in  adjufting  the  commerce  and  the  limits  of  the 
countries  pofTefTed  by  both  nations  in  North-America.  A 
long  difpute  enfued  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Shrewibury  and 
Prior  held  many  conferences  with  the  French  miniftry  :  at 
length  it  was  compromifed,  though  not  much  to  the.  ad- 
vantage of  O^eat-Britain ;  and  the  Englifli  plenipoten- 
tiaries received  an  order  to  fign  a  feparate  treaty.  They 
declared  to  the  minifters  of  the  other  power8>  that  they 
and  fome  other  plenipotentiaries  were  ready  to  fign  their 
refpeSive  treaties  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April.  Count  Zin- 
zendorf  endeavoured  to  pod  pone  this  tranra(ftion  until  be 
fliould  be  furniihed  with  freih  inAru(5tions  from  Vienna .; 
and  even   threatened  that  if  the  States  fbould  fign  the  J^umct. 

his  defire,  the  Emperor  would  imme-  Hare^ 
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diately  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Netherlands*     The  Lamberty. 
minifters  of  Great-Britain  agreed   with  thofe  of  France,   R^ufier. 
that  his  Imperial  Majefty  fhould  have  time  to  confider  whe-  'I°p\  ^^ 
ther  he  would  or  would  not  accept  the  propofals :  but  this  Voitahc. 
time  was  extended  no  farther  than  the  firft  day  of  June ;  nor   '^^^%^^ 
would  they  agree  to  aceiTation  of  arms  during  that  interval.   Hift.  of  the 
Mean  while  the  peace  with  France  was  figned  in  different  Pj^^yj^^"*'^" 
treaties  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great-Britain,  Savoy, 
Pruifia,  Portugal,  arfd  the  States-General.     On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  month,  the  Britifh  plenij>otentiaries  de- 
livered to  Count  Zinzendorf,  in  writing,  *'  ofters  and  de- 
*«  mands  of  the  French  King  for  making  peace  with  the 
**  Houfe  of  Auflria  and  the  empire."     The  Count  and 
the  minifters  of  the  German  princes  exclaimed  againft 
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the  infolence  of  France,   which  had  not  even  beftowed  th€ 

title  of  Emperor  on  Jofeph;  but  wanted  to  impofe  terms 

1712.  upon  them  with  relation  to  the  Eleftors  of  Cologn  and 
Bavaria. 
An,  1713,  §  XXIIL  The  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between 
England  and  France  being  ratified  by  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, the  parliament  was  aflembled  on  the  ninth  day  of  April. 
The  Queen  told  them  the  treaty  was  figned,  and  that  in 
a  few  days  the  ratifications  would  be  exchanged.  She 
faid,  what  fhe  had  done  for  the  proteftant  fucceffion,  and 
the  perfeft  friendfhip  fubfifting  between  her  and  the  houfe 
of  Hanover,  would  convince  thofe  who  wiflied  well  to  both, 
and  defired  the  quiet  and  fafety  of  their  country,  how 
vain  all  attempts  were  to  divide  them.  She  left  it  entirely 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  determine  what  force  might 
be  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  trade  by  fea,  and  for  guards 
and  garrifons.  «  Make  yourfelves  fafe  (faid  fhe)  and  I 
*<  fhall  be  fatisfied.  Next  to  the  protedion  of  the  divine 
««  providence,  I  depend  upon  the  loyalty  and  afFeai.on  of 
,  *«  my  people.  I  want  no  other  guarantee."  She  recom- 
mended to  their  proteSion  thofe  brave  men  who  had  ex- 
pofed  their  livels  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  could 
not  be  employed  in  time  of  peace.  She  defired  they  would 
concert  proper  meafures  for  eafing  tlie  fpreign  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  for  improving  and  encouraging  manufadures 
and  the  fifliery ;  and  for  employing  the  hands  of  idle 
people.  She  exprefled  her  difpleafure  at  the  fcandalous 
and  feditious  libels  which  had  been  lately  publifhed.  She 
exhorted  them  to  confider  of  new  laws  to  prevent  this  li- 
centioufnefs,  as  well  as  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  impious 
praftice  of  duelling.  She  conjured  them  to  ufe  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  calm  the  minds  of  men  at  home,  that 
the  arts  of  peace  might  be  cultivated ;  and  that  ground- 
lefs  jealoufies  contrived  by  a  fadion,  and  fomented  by 
party-rage,  might  not  eflFeathat  which  their  foreign  enc^ 
mies  could  not  accomplilh.  This  was  the  language  of  a 
pious,  candid,  and  benevolent  fovercign,  who  loved  her 
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Xub]£i%s  jfrith  a  truely  parent<J  affe£lion.  The  parliament 
,<^9nfi4c;red  her  in  that  light.  Each  Houfe  prefented  her 
yrith  ^  warm  addrcfs  of  thanks  and  congratulation^  ex-  lyTj, 
prefiing,  in  particular,  their  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover. 
The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  being  exchanged,  the  peace 
yfSis  proclaimed  on  the  fifth  of  May,  with  the  ufual  cere- 
monies, to  the  in^xpreiliblejoy  of  the  nation  in  general: 
it  was  about  this  period  that  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George 
conveyed  a  printed  remonftrance  to  theminifters  at  Utrecht, 
folemnlyprotefting  againft  all  that  might  be  ftipulated  to 
his  prejudice.  The  Commons,  in  a  fecond  addrefs,  had 
befought  her  Majefty  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  ia 
due  time  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  France  ; 
aod  now  they  were  produced  by  Mr.  Beafon,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

§  XXIV.  By  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  King  obli- 
ged himfclf  to  abandon  the  Pretender,  and  acknowledge  '. 
the  Queen's  title  and  the  proteftant  fucceffion ;  to  raze 
^he  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  within  a  limited  time,  on 
condition  of  receiving  an  equivalent ;  to  cede  Newfound- 
land, Hi^dfon's-Bay,  and  St.  Chriftopher's  to  England; 
but,  the  French  were  left  in  pofleffion  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  at  liberty  to  dry  their  fifli  op  Newfoundland.  By  the 
treaty  of  commerce  a  free  trade  was  eftabljflied,  according 
to  the  tariff  of  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
four^  except  in  feme  commodities  that  were  fubjefted  to  new 
regulations  in  the  year  fixteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
It  was  agreed.  That  no  other  duties  fhould  be  impofed  oa 
the  productions  of  France  imported  into,  England  than 
thofe  that  were  laid  on  the  fame  commodities  from  other 
countries ;  and  That  commifjaries  Ihould  meet  at  Lon- 
don, to  adjuft  all  matters  relating  to  commerce:  as  for 
the  tariff  with  Spain,  it  was  not  yet  finiflied.  It  was 
ftipulated.  That  the  Emperor  ihould  pofiefs  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  the  Spaniih  Nether- 
lands :  That  the  Duke  of  Savoy  (hould  enjoy  Sicily,  with 
the  title  of  king :  That  the  fame  title,  with  the  ifland  of 
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Sardinia,  fliould  be  allotted  to  the  Eleflor  of  Bavaria,  at 
an  indemnification  for  his  lofies :  That  the  States-General 
1713.^  (hould  reftore  Lifle  and  its  dependencies:  That  Namur, 
Charleroy,  Luxembourg,  Ypres,  and  Newport  fliould 
be  added  to  the  other  places  they  already  poileflfed  in  Flan- 
ders ;  and  That  the  King  of  Pruffia  fhould  have  Upper- 
Gueldre,  in  lieu  of  Orange  and  the  other  eftates  belong- 
ing to  that  family  in  tranche  Comte.  The  King  of 
Portugal  was  fatisiied  ;  and  the  firft  day  of  June  was  fixed 
as  the  period  of  time  granted  to  the  Emperor  for  confide- 
ration. 

§  XXV.  A  day  being  appointed  by  the  Commons  to 
deliberate  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce,  very  juft  and 
weighty  obje£lIons  were  made  to  the  eighth  and  ninth  arti- 
cles, importing.  That  Great-Britain  and  France  fhould 
mutually  enjoy  all  the  privileges  in  trading  with  each 
other  that  either  granted  to  the  mofl  favoured  nation ; 
and  that  no  higher  cuftoms  fhould  be  exa£ted  from  the 
commodities  of  France,  than  thofe  that  were  drawn  from 
the  fame  produ6il:ion$  of  any  other  people.  The  balance  of 
trade  having  long  inclined  to  the  fide  of  France,  fevere 
duties  had  been  laid  on  all  the  produdions  and  manu- 
fadures  of  that  kingdom,  fo  as  almofl  to  amount  to  a 
total  prohibition.  Some  members  obferved,  that,  by  the 
treaty  between  England  and  Portugal,  the  duties  charged 
iipon  the  wines  of  that  country  were  lower  than  thofe 
laid  upon  the  Wines  of  France :  that  fhould  they  npw  be 
reduced  to  an  equality,  the  difference  of  freight  was  fo 
great,  that  the  French  wines  would  be  found  much  cheap-^ 
cr  than  thofe  of  Portugal;  and,  as  they  were  more  agree- 
able to  the  tafle  of  the  nation  in  general,  there  would  be 
no  market  for  ttie  Portuguefe  wines  in  England:  that 
ftiould  this  be  the  cafe,  the  Englifh  would  lofe  their  trade 
with  Portugal.,  the  mofl  advantageous  of  any  traffick  which 
they  now  carried  on  :  for  it  confumed  a  great  quantity  of 
their  manufa£lures,  and  returned  a  yearly  fum  of  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  Jjounds  in  gold.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gould, 
formerly  governor  of  the  Bank>  affirmed,  that  as  France 
I  had 


ANNE.  143 

had,  firtce  theRevolution,  encouraged  woolen tnanufafturcs^ 
ftnd  prepared  at  home  feveral  commodities  which  formerly 
they  drew  from  England;  fo  the  Engliih  had  learned  to  1713. 
make  filk  ftufFs,  paper,  and  all  manner  of  toy?  formerly 
imported  from  France:  by  which  means,  an  infinite 
number  of  artificers  was  employed,  and  a  vaft  fum  annually 
faved  to  the  nation :  but  thefe  people  would  now  be  re- 
duced to  beggary,  and  that  money  loft  again  to  the  klno-- 
dom*,  ihould  French  commodities  of  the  fame  kind  be  im- 
ported under  ordinary  duties,  becaufe  labour  was  much 
cheaper  in  France  than  in  England,  confequently  the 
Britifii  i1ianufa£lure6  would  h6  underfold  and  ruined.  He 
urged,  that  the  ruin  of  the  filk  manufadlure  would  be^  at- 
tended with  another  difadvantage.  Great  quantities  of 
woolen  trloths  were  vended  in  Italy  and  Turkey,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  raw  filk  which  the  Englifti  merchants 
bought  up  in  thofe  countries;  and,  fbould  the  filk  manu- 
hSture  at  home  be  loft,  thofe  markets  for  Britifh  commo- 
dities would  fail  of  courfe*  Others  alledged,  that  if  the 
articles  of  comnlerce  had  been  fettled  before  the  Englifh 
troops  feparated  from  thofe  of  the  confederates,  the  French 
King  would  not  have  prefumed  to  ihfift  upon  fuch  term^^ 
but  have  been  glad  to  comply  with  more  moderate  con« 
ditrotls.  Sir  William  Wyndham  reflefbd  on  the  late  mini- 
ftry,  for  having  niegledled  to  make  an  advantageous  peace 
when  it  was  in  their  power.  He  faid  that  Portugal  would 
always  b^ve  occslfion  for  the  woolen  manufadures  and 
the  corn  of  England,  and  be  obliged  to  buy  them  at  all 
events.  After  a  violent  debate,  the  Houfe  refblved,  by  a 
great  majority^  That  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in  to 'make 
good  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Friince.  Agaihft  thefe  articles,  however,  the 
;Fortuguefe  minifter  prefented  a  memorial,  declaring,  that 
Ihould  the  duties  on  French  wines  be  lowered  to  theYame 
level  with  thofe  that  were  laid  on .  the  wines  of  Portugal, 
his  mafter  would  renew  the  prohibition  of  the  woolen 
^^nufa<^ures,  and  other  produdls  of  Great-Britain.  In- 
deed, all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  exclaimed  againft 
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the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  fcems  to  have  been  con- 
cluded in  a  hurry,  before  the  minifters  fully  underftood 
the  nature  of  the  fubjedb.  This  precipitation  was  owing 
to  the  fears  that  their  endeavours  after  peace  would  mif- 
carry,  from  the  intrigues  of  the  Whig  faftion,  and  the 
obftinate  oppofition  of  the  confederates. 

§  XX  VL  The  Commons  having  granted  an  aid  of  two 
fliillings  in  the  pound,  proceeded  to  renew  the  duty   on 
malt  for  another  year,  and  extended  this  tax  to  the  whole 
ifland,   notwithftanding  the  warm  remonftrances  of  the 
Scottifli  members,  who  reprefentfed  it  as  a  burthen  which 
their  country  could  not  bear.     They  infifted  upon  an  ex- 
prefs  article  of  the  Union,    ftipulating.     That  no  duty 
Ihould  be  laid  on  the  malt   in  Scotland  during  the  war, 
which  they  affirmed  was  not  yet  finilhed,  inafmuch  as  the 
peace  with   Spain  had  not  been  proclaimed.     During  the 
adjournment  of  the  parliament,  on  account  of  the  Whitfen 
holidays,  the  Scots  of  both  Houfes,  laying  afideall  party- 
.diftin<5lions,  met  and  deliberated  on  this  fubjed.     They 
deputed  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  the  Earl    of  Mar,  Mr. 
Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Cockburn,  to  lay  their  grievsuices 
before  the  Queen.     They  reprefented,   that  their  coun- 
trymen bore  with  impatience  the  violation  of  fome  articles 
of  the  Union ;  and  that  the  impofition  of  fuch  an  infup- 
portable  burthen  as  the  malt-tax  would  in  all  probability 
prompt  them'  to  declare  the  Union^  diffolved.  The  Qjieen, 
alarmed  at  this  remonftrance,  anfwered,  that  (he  wiAed 
they  might  not  have  caufe  to  repent  of  fuch  a  predpitate 
refolution ;  but  flie  would  endeavour  to  make  all  things 
cafy.     On  thefirft  day  of  June,  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  in 
the  Houfe  of^Peers,  reprefented  that  the  Scottilh  nation 
was  aggrieved  in  many  inftances :  that  they  were  deprifed 
of  a  privy-council;  and  fubjeded  to  the  Englifli  laws  in  cafe 
of  treafon:    that  their  nobles  were  rendered  incapable 
of  being  created  Briti(h  peers ;  and   that  now  they  #ere 
opprefled  with  the  infupportable  burthen  of  a  malt-tax, 
when  they  had  reafon  toexped  they  (hould  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  peace :  he>  therefore,  moved^  that  leave  might  be 
4  given 
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given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  diilblving  the  Uxyon,  and  fc-  Chap. 
curing  the  proteftant  fucceifion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  .  _  '  ^ 
Lord  North  and  Grey  affirmed,  that  the  complaints  fjip 
of  the  Scots  were  groundlefs;  that  the  diflblution  of  the 
Union  was  impracticable;  and  he  made  fome  farcaftick  re- 
flexions on  the  poverty  of  that  nation.  He  wa$  aqfwered 
by  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  who  admitted  the  Scots  were  poor, 
and  therefore  unable  to  pay  the  malt-tax.  The- Earl  of 
Hay,  among  other  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  ^nion,  ob* 
ferved,  that  when  the  treaty  was  made,  the  Scots  took  it 
for  granted  that  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  would 
never  load  them  with  any  impofition  that  they  had  reafon 
to  believe  grievous.  The  Earl  of  Peterborough  compared 
the  Union  to  a  marriage.  He  faid,  that  though  England, 
whomuftbe  fuppofed  the  hufband,  might  in  fome  in  fiance^ 
prove  unkind  to  the  lady,  fhe  ought  not  immediately  to  fue 
for  a  divorce,  the  rather  becaufe  fhe  had  very  much  mended 
her  fortune  by  the  match.  Hay  replied,  that  marriage  was  an 
ordinance  of  God ;  and  the  Union  no  more  than  a  political 
expedient.  The  other  affirmed,  that  the  contrafl  could 
not  have  been  more  folemn,  unlefs,  like  the  ten  com- 
mandments, it  had  come  from  heaven;  he  inveighed 
againft  the  Scots,  as  a  people  that  would  never  be  fatisiied  ; 
that  would  have  all  the  advantages  refulting  from  theUnion, 
but  would  pay  nothing  by  their  good  will,  although  they 
had  received  more  money  from  England  than  the  amount 
of  all  their  eftates.  To  thefe  animadverfions  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  made  a  very  warm  reply.  <*  I  have  been  refied^ 
^'  on  by  fome  people  (faid  he)as  if  I  was  difgufted,  and  had 
^'  changed  fides ;  but  I  defpife  their  p^rfons,  as  much  as 
<'  I  undervalue  ^heir  judgement."  He  urged,  that  the  malt* 
tax  in  Scotland  was.  like  taxing  land  by  the  acre  through- 
out England,  becaufe  land  was  worth  five  pounds  an  acre 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  would  not  fetch  fo 
many  (hillings  in  the  remote  counties.  In  like  manner, 
the  Engliih  malt  was  valued  at  four  times  the  price  of  that 
which  was  made  in  Scotland ;  therefore,  the  tax  in  this 
country  muft  be  levied  by  a  regiment  of  dragoons.    He 
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B  O  O  ic  owned  he  had  a  great  fhare  in  msJcing  the  Union,  with  9, 
^  '_  p  view  to  fecure  the  proteftant  fucceffion  ;  but  he  was  now 
J713.  fatisfied  this  end  might  be  anfwered  as  efFedually  if  th^ 
Union  was  diflblved';  and,  if  this  ftep  fhould  not  be  taken, 
he  did  not  exppdi  long  to  have  either  property  Jeft  in  Scot- 
land, or  liberty  in  England.  All  the  Whig  members 
voted  for  the  diffolution  of  that  treaty  which  they  had  {p 
eagerly  promoted  5  while  the  Tories  ftrenuoufly  fupported 
the  meafure  againft  which  they  had  opce  argued  with 
fuch  vehemence.  In  the  couf  fe  of  the  debate,  the  Lord- 
Treafurer  obferved,  that  although  the  malt-tax  were  im- 
pofed,  it  might  bc^  afterward^  remitted  by  the  crown. 
The  Earl  of  Sunderland  pxpreffed  furprife  at  hearing  that 
noble  lord  broach  a  doftrine  which  tended  tpeftablifli  a 
defpotick.  difpenfmg  power,  and  arbitrary  government.  Ox- 
ford replied,  his  family  had  never  been  famoHS,  as  fomc 
©thers  had  been,  for  promoting  and  ^dvifing  arbitrary  mea- 
fures.     Sunderland,  confidering  this  pxpreffion  as  a  far- 

cafm  .levelled   4t  the  memory  of  his  father,  took  occafion 
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to  vindicate  his  concjuS;  adding,  that  in  thofe  days  the 
other  lord's  family  was  Jiardly  known.  Much  violent  alter- 
cation was  discharged.  At  length  the  motion  for  the  bil| 
was  rejeded  by  a  fmall  majority,  and  the  malt-bill  after- 
wards pafled  with  great  diificulify. 

§  XXV 11.  Another  bill  bein^  brought  int#  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^  for  rendering  the  treaty  of  commerce  ef- 
ifedtual,  fuch  2,  number  of  petitions  were  delivered  againft 
it,  and  fo  many  fplid  arguments  advanced  by  the  iherchants 
who  were  examined  on  thefubjeft,  that  even  a  great  num- 
ber of  Tory  members  were  convinced  of  the  bad  confe- 
jjuence  it  would  produce  to  trade,  and  voted  againft  th^ 
miniftry  on  this  occafion  ;  fo  that  the  bill  was  rejeSed  by 
a  msjority  of  nine  voices.  At  the  fame  time,  however^ 
the  Houfe  agreed  to  an  ad^lrefs,  thanking  her  Majefty  for 
^  the  great  care  (he  had  taken  of  the  fecurity  and  honour  of. 
her  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  as  alfo  for  having 
laid  fo  good  a  foundation  for  the  interefl:  of  her  people  in 
trade.     They   likewife  befpught  her  to  appoint  commif- 
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fioners  to  treat  with  thofe  of  France,  for  adjufling  fuch 
matters  as  fliould  be  neceflary  to  be  fettled  on  the  fubjeft 
of  coQinterce,  that  the  treaty  might  be  explained  and  per-  17T3. 
felled  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  her  people.  The  Queen 
interpreted  this  addreis  into  a  full  approbation  of  the  trea*- 
des  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  thanked  them  accordingly 
in  the  warmeft  terms  of  fatisfadion  and  acknowledgement. 
The  Commons  afterwards  defired  to  know  what  equivalent 
Ihould  be  given  for  the  demolition  of  EUinkirk  5  and  (he 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  this  was  already  in  the 
hands  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  :  then  they  befought 
her  that  fhe  would  not  evacuate  the  towns  of  Flanders 
that  were  in  her  pofTeffion,  until  thofe  who  were  entitled 
to  the  fovereigi^ty  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands  (bould  agree 
to  fuch  articles  for  regulating  trad^  as  itnight  place  the 
£i;ibjed;s  of  Great-Britain  upon  an  equal  footing  )yitb  tho(® 
of  any  other  nation.  The  Queen  made  a  favourable  an- 
fwer  to  all  their  remonftrances.  Such  were  the  fteps 
taken  by  the  parliament  during  this  feffipn  with  relation 
to  the  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  againft  which  the  Whig* 
^claimed  fo  violently,  that  many  well-meaning  people 
believed  it  would  be  attended  with  the  ipiimediate  ruin  of 
the  kingdom  :  yet,  uni^r  the  ihadow  of  this  very  treaty, 
Great-Britain  enjoyed  a  Jong  term  of  pe^ce  and  tran- 
quillity. Bifhop  Burnet  w^s  heated  wifh  an  enthufiaftick 
terrour  of  the  Houfe  of  Boiirbon.  He'declarcd  to  thrf  Queen 
in  private,  that  any  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  were  left  in  the.  hands  of  King  Philip  muft  in  a 
little  time  deliver  all  Europe  into  the  hands  of  France ; 
that  if  any  fuch  peace  was  made,  the  Queen  was  betrayed, 
and  her  people  ruined  :  that  in  lefs  than  three  years  fhe 
would  be  murthered,  and  the  fires  would  blaze  again  in 
Smithfield.  This  prelate  lived  to  fee  his  prognoftick  dif- 
appointed  ;  therefore^  he  might  have  fuppreiled  this  anec-* 
i^ote  of  his  own  conduct. 

§  XXVIII.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  the 
Queen  fignified,  in  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  her  civil  lift  was  burthened  with  fome  debts  incurre4 
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by  fcveral  articles  of  extraordinary  ^xpenft ;  and  that  fce 
hoped  they  would  empower  her  to  raife  fuch  a  fiim  of 
i^,  nfoney  upon  the  funds  for  that  provifion,  as  would  fie 
fufficienttodifehargfe  the  incumberances,  which  ampunted 
to  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  A  bill  was  imrhediately 
prepared  for  railing  this  fum  on  the  civil-lift  revenue,  and 
paffed  through  both  Houfes  with  fome  difiiculty.  Both 
Lords  and  Commons  addreffed  the  Queen  concerning  the 
Chevalier  de  St.  George,  who  had  repaired  to  [-.orraine. 
They  defiredflie  would  prefs  the  Duke  of  that  name,  and  all 
the  princes  and  flates  in  amity  with  her,  to  exclude  from 
their  dominions  the  pretender  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great-Britafn,  A  pubHclc  thankfgiving  for  th«  peace 
was  appointed  and  celebrated  with  great  folemnity  ;,  and 
on  the  fixteenth  day  of  July  the  Queen  clofed  the  fefifeori 
with  a  fpeech  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  violent 
Whigs,  becaufe  it  did  not  contain  one  word  about  tbe  Pre- 
tender and  the  proteftant  fucceiEon,  From  thefe  omiifions 
they  concluded,  that  the  diflates  of  natural  afFeftioh  had  bi- 
jiffed  her  in  favour  of  the  Chevalier  de  St,  George.  What- 
ever fentiments  of  tendernefs  and  compafli6n  fhe  might 
feel  for  that  unfortunate  exile,  the  acknowledged  fbn  of 
her  OvC^n  father,  it  does  not  appear  diat  ftie  ever  entertai  nej 
a  thought  of  altering  the  fiicceffion  as  by  law  eftabliffced. 
The  term  of  Sacheverel's  fufpenfion  being  expired,  extra- 
ordinary rejoicings  were  made  upon  the  occafioii.  He 
wasdefired  to  preach  before  the  Hbufe  of  Commons,  who 
thanked  him  for  his  fermon ;  and  the  Queen  promoted 
him  to  the  rich  benefice  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holbourn/  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Duke  d'Aumount,  afnbaflador  from 
France,  was  infulted  by  the  populace.  Scurrilous  ballads 
were  publilhed  agaihft  him  both  in  the  Engliih  and  French 
languages.  He  received  divers  anonymous  letters,  con- 
taining threats  of  fetting  fire  to  his  houfe,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly burned  to  the  ground,  though  whether  by  acci- 
flent  or  defign  he  fcould  not  well  determine.  The  ma- 
giftracy  of  Dunkirk,  haviiig  fbnt  a  deputation  with  an 
addrcft  tP  the  Qiifeen,  humbly  imploring  Her  Majefty  to 
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fp^rt  the  port  and  harboui<  of  that^  town,  and  reprefenting 
that  they  might  h6  u(tM  to  htt  own  fubjefts,  the  meitiorial 
wasprifttied  aiid  (fifperfed,  and  the  arguments  it  contairied  »7J> 
were  anfweretf  and  refuted  by  Addifon,  Steele,  and  Mayn- 
waring.-  Gortmiflioneps  w^re  fent  to  fee  the  fortifications 
of  Dunkfrk  dem6Hflied.  They  were  accordingly  fazed  to 
the  ground ;  iht  harbour  wa^  filled  up ;  and  the  Duko 
d'Aumont  returned  to  Paris  in  the  month  of  November. 
The  Queen,  by  her  remonftrances  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
faill^s,  had  procured  the  enlargement  of  one  hundred  and 
fhifty-fix  proteftants  from  the  gallies  :  underftanding  af* 
terward's  that  as  many  more  were  detained  on  the  fame 
account,  (he  made  fuch  application  to  the  French  miniftry, 
that  they  tOD  were  releafed.  Then  (he  appointed  Genera) 
Rofs  her  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  King  of  France. 

§  XXIX.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  being  nominated 
lord-lieotenant  of  Ireland,  aflembled  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  and  found 
the  tw6  Houfes  ftill  at  variance,  on  the  oppofite  principle! 
of  Whig  and  Tory.  Allan  firoderick  being  chofen 
fpeaker  of  the  Commons,  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in,  to  attaint  the  Pretender  and  all  his  adherents.  They 
profecuted  Edward  Lloyd,  for  publifhing  a  book  intituled, 
•«  Memoirs  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  5"  and  they 
sigreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  to  remove  from  the 
chahcellorfhip  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps^  who  had  counter 
jianced  the  Tories  of  that  kingdom.  The  Lords,  how- 
ever, refblved^  that  Chancellor  Phipps  had,  in  his  feveral 
flations,  acquitted  himfelf  with  honour  and  integrity. 
The  two  Houfes  of  Convocation  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  fame  purpofe.  They  likewife  complained  of  Mr. 
Moflefworth,  for  having  infulted  them,  by  faying,  when 
they  appeared  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  *^  They  that  bav# 
*«  tliriied  thd  world  tipfide-down  are  come  hither  alfo  }'* 
and  he  was  removed  from  the  privy-council.  The  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  received  orders  to  prorogue  this  parliament, 
which  was  divided  againft  itielf,  and  portended  nothing 
b|l^  dot^eftick  broilt     Then  he  obtained  leave  to  retuin 
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to  England,  leaving  Chancellor  Phipps,  with  the  Arch- 
bifhops  of  Armagh  and  Tuam,' juftices  of  the  kingdom. 
7^,3.  §  XXX.  The  parliament  of  England  had  been  dif- 

folved  y  and  the  ele£tions  were  managed  in  fuch  a  man* 
jier  as  to  retain  the  legiflative  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Tories :  but  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  was  de- 
layed by  repeated  prorogations  to  the  tenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber ;  a  delay  partly  owing .  to  the  Queen's  indifpofition ; 
and  partly  to  the  contefts  among  her  minifters.  Oxford 
^nd  Bolingbroke  were  competitors  for  power,  and  rivals  in 
reputation  for  ability.  The  Treafurer's  parts  were 
ileemed  the  more  folid ;  the  Secretary's  more  ihining :  but 
|>oth  minifters  were  afpiring  and  ambitious.  The  iirfi: 
was  faejat  upon  maintaining  the  firft  rank  in  the  admini- 
^ration,  which  he  had  pofiefied  iince  the  revolution  in  the 
miniftry :  the  other  difdained  to  ad  as  a  fubaltern  to  the 
maB  whom  he  thQughthe  excelled]in  genius,  and  equalled 
in  importance.  They  began  to  form  feparate  cabals,  and 
adopt  diiierent  prijnciples.  Bolingbroke  infinuated  hipfelf 
into  the  confidence  of  Lady  Mafliam,  to  whom  Oxford 
iiad  given  fome  caufe  of  difguft.  By  this  communication 
he  gained  ground  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  fovereign, 
while  the  Treafurer  loft  it  in.  the  0Une  proportion*  Thus 
file  who  had  been  the  authour  of  I^is  elevation  was  now 
vfed  as  the^  inftrument  of  his  difgrace.  The  .Queen  was 
ienfibly  aiFeded  with  thefe  difientioQS,  vvhifrh  (be  inter- 
pofed  her  advice  and  authority,  by  turns,  tp  app^afe :  but 
dieir  mutual  animofity  continued  to  rankle  under  ^n  ^x- 
terior  accomtnodation.  The  intereft  ©f  Bplingbrqke  was 
powerfully  fupported  by  Sir  Simon  H^rcourt,  the  chan- 
cellor, Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Brom* 
ley.  Oxford  p0rceiy.ed  his  own  influence  was  on  tho 
wane,  and  began  to  think  of  retirement.  Mean  while, 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough  was  appointed  ambaflador  to  the 
King  of  Sieily }  and  fet  out  for  Turin.  The  Queen  re- 
tired to  Windfor,  where  flie  was  feifed  with  a  very  dan- 
gerous inffammatory  fever.     The  hopes  of  the  Jacobites 

vifibjy  rpfe, ;  the  publick  funds  immediately  fpll ;  a  great 
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run  wasmade  upon  the  Bank,  the  direflors  of  which  were    ^  ^^  P» 
overwhelmed  with  confternation,  which  was  not  a  little  ^  _    '  ^ 
increafed  by  the  report  of  an  armament  equipped  in  the       1713? 
ports  of  France.    They  fentone  of  their  members  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  Treafurer  the  danger  that  threatened  the 
publick  credit.     The  Queen,  being  made  acquainted  with 
thefe  occurrences,  flgned  a  letter  to  Sir  Samuel  Stancer^ 
lord-mayor  of  London,  declaring,  that  now  (he  was  re- 
covered of  her  late  indifpofition  (he  would  return  to  th^ 
place.of  her  ufual  refidence,   and  open  the  parliament  on 
the  fixteenth  day  of  February.    This  intimation  fhe  fent 
to  her  loving  fubjeds  of  the  city  of  London,  to  the  intent 
that  all  of  them,  in  their  feveral  ftations,  nught  di(coun« 
tenance  thofe  malicious  I'umours  fpread  by  evil-minde4 
perfons,  to  the  prejudice  of  credit,  and  the  imminent 
hazard  of  the  publick  peace  and  tranquillity.  TheQ^een'^ 
recovery,  together  with  certain  intelligence  that  the  ar- 
niament  was  a  phantom,  and  the  Pretender  ftill  in  Lor-*  «£ 

raine,  helped  to  afluage  the  ferment  of  the  nation,  whici| 
had  been  induftrioufly  raifed  by  party-writings.  Mr.  Ri- 
chard Steele  publiflied  a  performance,  intituled  "  The 
V  Crifis,"  in  defenfe  of  the  Revolution  and  the  proteftant 
eftablifhment,  and  enlarging  upon  the  danger  of  a  popiih 
fucceffof.  On  the  other  hand,  the  hereditary  right  of  the 
crown  of  England  was  '  afierted  in  a  large  volume,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  written  with  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
Pretender's  agceffion.  One  Bedford  was  apprehended, 
tried,  convided,  and  fevereLy  punifhed,  as  the  publifher  of 
this  treatife. 

§  XXXL  While  England  was  harraffed  by  thefe  in- 
teftine  commotions,  the  Emperor,  rejedling  the  terms  of 
peace  propofed  by  France,  refolved  to  maintain  the  war 
at  his  own  expenfe,  with  tne  aiBftance  of  the  empire.  His 
forces  on  the  Rhine,  comma|ide4  by  Prince  Eugene,  were 
fo  much  outnumbered  by  the  French  under  Villars,  that 
they  could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  reducing  the  two, 
Jmportant  fortreffes  of  Landau  and  Friburg.  His  Im- 
perial Majefty  hoped  that  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  or 
- '  that 
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that  of  Louis  XIV.  would  proAicc  an  alteration  in  Europe 
that  might  be  favourable  to  his  intereft ;  and  he  diepended 
X7i$.  upon  the  condu£t  and  fortune  of  Prince  Eugene  for  fome 
lucky  event  in  wan  But  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in 
all  thefe  expectations,  and  abfolutely  unable  to  fupport 
the  expenfe  of  another  campaign,  he  hearkened  to  over- 
tures of  peace  that  were  made  by  the  EkSors  of  Cologn 
and  Palatine ;  and  conferences  were  opened  at  the  caftle 
of  Al-Raftadt,  between  Prince  Eugene  and  Marefchal 
dc  Villars,  on  the  twenty-flxth  day  of  November.  In  the 
beginning  of  February,  thefe  minifters  feparated,  without 
fceming  to  have  come  to  any  conclufion  :  b«t  all  the  ar- 
ticles being  fettled  between  the  two  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Vcrfailles,  they  met  again  the  latter  end  of  the  month  : 
the  treaty  was  figned  on  the  third  day  of  March  j  and  or- 
ders were  fent  to  the  governors  and  commanders  on  both 
fides  to  defift  from  all  hofKlities.  By  this  treaty,  the 
French  King  yielded  to  the  Emperor  Old  Brifac,  with  all 
its  dependencies,  Frtburg,  the  forts  in  the  Brifgau  and 
Black  Foreft,  together  with  Fort  Khel.  He  engaged  to 
demoliOi  the  fortifications  oppofite  to  Huningen,  the  fort 
of  Sellingen,  and  all  between  that  and  Fort  Louis.  The 
town  and  fortrefs  of  Landau  were  ceded  to  the  King  of 
France,  who  acknowledged  theEleftor  of  Hanover.  The 
Elc£lors  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn  were  reftored  to  all  their 
dignities  and  dominions.  The  Emperor  was  put  in  im- 
mediate pofleflion  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands ;  and  the 
King  of  Pruifia  was  permitted  to  retain  the  high  quarter 
of  Gueldres.  Finally,  the  contracting  parties  agreed  that 
a  congrcfs  fliould  be  opened  on  the  firft  of  May,  at  Baden 
in  Switzerland,  for  terminating  all  differences  ;  and  Prince 
Eugene  and  Marefchal  de  Villars  were  appointed  their 
firft  plenipotentiaries. 

§  XXXIL  The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain  being  exchanged^  the  peace  was  pro- 
claimed on  the  firft  day  of  March,  in  London  j  and  the 
articles  were  not  difagreeable  to  theEnglifh  nation.  The 
kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  were  feparated  for  ever. 
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Philip  acknowledged   the  proteftant  fuccelSon,  and  re- 
nounced the  Pretender.     He  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  concluded  in  the  year       z/'is 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty^fevep.     He  granted  an 
cxclufive  privilege  to  the  Englifh  for  furniihing  the  Spa- 
nifh  Weft* Indies  with  negroes,  according  to  the  aiSento 
contra£^*.     He  ceded  Gibraltar  to  England,  as  well  as 
the  iilandof  Minorca,  on  condition  that  the  Spanifli  in- 
habitants (bould  enjoy  their  eftates  and  religion.     He  obli^ 
ged  himfelf  to  grant  a  full  pardon  to  the  Catalonians,  with 
the  pofleifion  of  all  their  eftates,  honours,  and  privileges, 
and  to  yield  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  SsLVoy. 
The  new  parliament  was  opened  by  commidion  in  Febru- 
ary, and  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  was  chbfen  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.     On  the  fecond  day  of  March,  the 
Queen  being  carried  in  a  fedan  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
fignified  to  both  Houfes,  that  ftie  had  obtained  an  honour- 
able aqd  advantageous  peace  for  her  own  people,  an4  for 
the  greateft  part  of  her  allies;  and  ihe  hoped  her  inter* 
pofition  might  prove  eftedual  to  con>plete  the  (ettlement 
pf  Europe.     Sheobferved,  that  fome  perfons  had  been  fo 
malicious ^as  to  infinuate  that  the  proteftant   fuceffion  in 
the  houfe  of  Hanover  was  in  danger  under  her  govern- 
ment; but  that  thofe  who  endeavoured   to  diftra£l  the 
minds  of  men  with  imaginary  dangers  could  only  mean 
todifturb  the  publick  tranquillity.     She  faid,  that  after 
all  ih&  bad  done  to  fecure  the  religion  and  libertiea  of  her 
people,  (be  could  not  mention  fuch  proceedings  without 
ibme  degree  of  warmth ;   and   (he  i  hoped  her  parliament 
would  agreeivith  her,  that  attempts  to  weaken  her  autho- 
rity^orto  render  thepoftef&on  of  the  crown  uneafy  to  her, 
could  never  be  proper  means  to  ftrengthen  the  proteftant 
fucceffion.     Afte£lionate  addrelles  were  prefented  by  the 
Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the  Convocation :  buttlieill 

humour 

•Thcaffientocontraft  ftipuJated  that  from  the  firft  day  of  May,  1713,  to 
the  firft  of  May  1743,  ^^^  company  ihould  tranfport  into  the  Weft-Indies 
one  hundred  forty,  four  thoufand  negroes,  at  the  rate  of  fdur  thoufand  eight 
hundred  negroe*  a  year ;  and  pay  for  each  negro  thirty-three  pieces  of  eight 
«nd  one  third,  in  full  for  all  royal  duties. 
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humourof  party  ftill  fubfifted,  and  was  daily  inflamed  by 

new  pamphlets  and  papers.     Steele,  fupported  by  Addifon 

J7i3»       and  Hallifax,  appeared  in  the  front  of  thofc  who  drew 

their  pens  in  defcnfe  of  Whig  principles;  and   Swift  waar 

the^  champion  of  the  miniftry, 

§  XXXIIL  The  Earl  of  Wharton  complained  in  the 

Houfe  of  Lords  of  a  libel  intituled,  **  The  puUick  fpirit 

•*  of  the  Whigs   fet  forth  in  their  generous  cncourage- 

*'  mentof  the  author  of  the  Crifis.'*    It  was  a  farcaftick 

performance,  imputed  to  Lord   Bolingbrok6  and  Swj/t, 

interfperfed   with  fevere  reflexions  up6n  the  Union,  the 

Scottifh  nation,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle  in  particular. 

The  Lord-Treafurer  difclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  au- 

thour,   and  readily  concurred  in   an  order  for  taking  into 

cuftody  John  Morphew,   the  publifher^  as  well  as  John 

Barber,   printer  of  the  Gazette,  from  whofe  houfe  the 

copies  were  brought  to  Morphew.     The  Earl  of  Wharton 

faid  it  highly  concerned  the  honour  of  that  auguft  aflemWy 

to  find  out  the  villain  who  was  authour  of  that  falfe  and 

fcandalous  libel,  that  juftice  might  be  done  to  the  Scottifh 

nation.     He  moved,  that  Barber  and  his  fervants  might  be 

examined :  but,  next  day,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  one  of  the 

Secretaries  of  State,  declared,  that,  in  purfuance  to  het 

Majefty's  command,  he  had  direScd  John  Barber  to  be 

profecuted.      Notwithftanding  this   interpofition,  which 

was  calculated  to  fcreen  the  offenders,  the  Lords  prefented 

an  addrefs,  befeeching  her  Majefty  to  iflTuc  out  her  royal 

proclamation,  promifing  a  reward  to  any  perfon  whoihould 

difcover  the  authour  of  the  libel,  which  they  conceived  tobd 

falfe,  malicious,  and  fadious,  highly  diflionourable  and 

fcandalous  to  her  Majefty's  fubje£ls  of  Scotland,  moft 

injurious  to  her  Majefty,  and  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the 

conftitution.     In  compliance  with  their  requeft,  a  reward 

of  three  hundred  pounds  was  offered :  but  the  authour  re« 

jnained  fafe  from  all  detection. 

§  XXXIV.  The  Commons  having  granted  the  fiippKcs 

ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of 

parliaments,  by  limiting  the  number  of*  oflxcers  in  the 

Houfe 
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Houfeof  Commons;  and  it  pafled  through  both  Houfes  chap. 
with  little  difficulty.  In  March,  a  complaint  was  made 
of  feveral  fcandalous  papers  lately  publi(hed,  under  the  1713 
name  of  Richard  Steele,  Efquire,  a  member  of  the 
Houfe.  Sir  William  Wyndham  obferved,  that  fome 
of  that  author's  writings  contained  infoleint,  injurious 
reflexions  on  the  Queen  herfelf,  and  were  didated  by  the 
fpirit  of  rebellion.  Steele  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his 
place :  fome  paragraphs  of  his  works  were  read ;  and  he 
anfwered  them  with  an  afFe£ied  air  of  (elf-confidence  and 
unconcern.  A  day  being  appointed  for  his  tryal,  he  ac- 
knowledged the  writings,  and  entered  into  a  more  circum- 
ftantial  defenfe*  He  was  affifted  by  Mr.  Addifon,  Gene- 
ral Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Walpole;  and  attacked  by  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr,  Foley,  and  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral. Whatever  could  be  urged  in  his  favour  was  but 
little  regarded  by  the  majority,  which  voted,  that  two 
pamphlets,  intituled  **  The  Englifliman,  and  the  Crifis,** 
written  by  Richard  Steele,  Efquire,  were  fcandalous  and 
feditious  Vibtls ;  and  that  he  ihould  be  expelled  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

§  XXXV.  The  Lords,  taking  into  confideration  the 
fiateof  the  nation,  refolved  upon  addrefles  to  the  Queen, 
defiring  they  might  know  what  fteps  had  been  taken  for 
removing  the  Pretender  from  the  dominions  of  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine:  that  fhe  would  impart  to  them  a  detail  of  the 
negociations  for  peace;  a  recital  of  the  inftances  which 
had  been  made  in  favour  of  the  Catalans ;  and  an  account 
of  the  monies  granted  by  parliament  fince  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ten,  to  carry  on  the  war  in. 
Spain  and  Portugal.  They  afterwards  agreed  to  other 
addrefles,  befeeching  her  Majefty  to  lay  before  them  the 
debts  and  ftate  of  the  navy,  the  particular  writs  of  Noli 
Profequi  granted  (ince  her  acceflion  to  the  throne ;  and  a 
lift  of  fuch  perfons  as,  notwithftanding  fentence  of  out- 
lawry or  attainder,  had  obtained  licenfes  to  return  into 
Great-Britain,  or  other  of  herMajefty's  dominions,  fince  the 
Revolution.    Having  voted  an  application  to  the  Queen 
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in  behalf  of  the  di(i;re0ed  Catalans,  the  'Houfe  adjoimiri 

itfelf  to  the  laft  day  of  March*    As  the  minds  of  fnen  i^ 

2713*       been  artfplly  irritated  by  f^lfe  jrepocts  of  a  defigii  undertaken 

by  France  in  behalf  of  the  pretender,  the  anlbaflador^^f 

that  crown  ^t  the  Hague,  difowned  it  in  a  publick  paper, 

by  command  of  his  MoftChriftian  M^jefty.     The  fufpi- 

ciotis  of  many  people,  however,  had  been  too  deeply  planted 

by  the  arts  and  infinuatipns  of  the  Whig  leaders,    to  be 

eradicated   by  this  or  any  other  declaration ;  and  wh^t 

ferved  to  rivet  their  apprehenfions,  was  a  total  r^inoval  of 

.the  Whigs  from  all  the  employments,   civil  and  military, 

which  they  had  hitherto  retained.     Thefe  were  now  be- 

ilowed  upon  profeffed  Tories,  fome  of  whom  were  att^ch- 

led  at.bottom  to   the  fuppofed  heir  of  blopd.     At.a  time 

when  the  Queen's  views  were  malicioufiy  mifreprefented; 

when  the  wheels  of  her  government  were  actually  impeded, 

and  her  fervants  threatened  with  profcriptiofi  by  a  powcr- 

Boyer.  ^ul,  turbulent,  and  implacable  fadion ;    no  wonder  that 

T^'d!]*        ihe  difcharged  the  partifans  of  that  faction  from  herfervicc, 

Torcy.*         and  filled  their  places  with  thofe  who  were  diftingMift^^ 

VbW?^''  by  a  warm  afFeaion  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,   and  by  afub- 

miiSve  refpe£l  for  the  regal  authority.     Thofe  werefteps 

which  her  own  fagacity  muft  have  fuggefted ;  and  which 

her  minifters  would  naturally  advife  as  neccflary  for  their 

own  preiervation.     The  Whigs  were  all  in  commotion, 

either  apprehending,  or  afie£ling  to  apprehend,  thata  de* 

fign  was  formed  to  fecure  the  Pretender's  fucceflion  to  the 

An.  1714,    throne  of  Great-Britain.   Their  chiefs  held  fecret  conful- 

tations  with  Baron  Schuts^,  the  refident  from  Hanover. 

They  communicated  their  obfervations.to  the  £le£lor: 

they  received   his  inilru6lions  :  they  maintained  a  corrc- 

fpoadence  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;   and  they  con? 

certed.meafures  for  oppofmg  all  efForts  that  might  be  made 

againft  the  proteftant  fucceiSon  upon  the  death  of  the 

Queen^  whofe  health  was  by  this  time  fomuch  impaired^ 

that  every  week  was  believed  to  be  the  laft  of  her  life. 

This  conj^uA  of  the   Whigs  was  refolute,  aftive,  and 

would  have  been  laudable,  had  their  seal  been  confined 

within 
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Within  the  bounds  of  truth  and  moderation*  butthey^ 
moreover,  employed  all  their  arts  to  excite  and  encourage 
the  fears  and  jealoufies  of  the  people*  i^I^ 

§  XXXVI.  The  Houfe  of  Peers  refounded  with  debates 
upon  the  Catalans,  the  Pretender,   and   the  danger  that 
threati^ned  the  proteftant  fuccei&on^     With  refped  to  the 
Cataloniatis,   they  reprefented,   that   Great-Britain   had 
prevailed  upon  them  to  declare  for  the  houfe  of  Auftriaj 
ifrith   promife  of  fupport ;    and  that  thefe   engagements 
Ought  to  have  been  made  good.     Lord  Bolingbroke  de- 
<!lared  that  the  Queen  had  ufed  all  her  endeavours  in  their 
behalf;  and  that  hef  engagements  with  them  fub/lfted  no 
longer  than  King  Charles  refided  in  Spain*     They  agreed, 
however,  to  an  addrefs,  acknowledging  her  Majefty*sen« 
deavours  irt  favour  of  the  Catalans,  and   requefting  fhe 
^ould  continue  her  interpofition  in  their  behalf.     With 
refpe<ft  to  fhe  Pretender,  the  Whig  lords  expreffed  fuch  a 
fpirit  of  perfecution  and  rancorous  hate,  as  wduld   hav6 
difgraced  the  members  of  any,  even  the  loweft  aflembly 
of  Chriftiafts.    Not  contented  with  hunting  him  from  one 
country  to  another,  they  fefemed.  eagerly  bent  upon  extir- 
pating him  from  the  face  of  the  earthy  as  if  they  had 
thought   it    was   a  crime   in  him  to   be   born*      The 
Earl  of  Sunderland  declared,  from  the  information  of  the 
minifter  of  Lorraine,  that,  notwithftanding  the  application 
6f  both  Houfes  to  her  Majefty  during  the   laft  fefEon, 
troncernirtg  the  Pretender's  being  removed  from  Lorraine, 
Ho  inftances  had  yet  been  made  to  the  Duke  for  that  pur- 
pofe.     Lord    Bolingbroke   affirtlied   that  he  himfelf  had 
rhade  thofe  inftances^  in  the  Queen's  name^  to  that  very 
minifter  before  his  departure  from  England.     The  Earl  of 
Wharton  propOfed  a  queftionj  *•  Whether  the  proteftant 
<*  fucceffion  was  in  danger  under  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
^»  tion  ?"     A  warm  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  Arch- 
blfhop  of  York  and  the  Earl  of  Anglefey  joined  in  the  op- 
pofition  to  the  miniftryi     The  Earl  pretended  to  be  con- 
vinced and  converted  by  the  arguments  ufed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate.    He  owned  he  had  given  his  aiTent  to  the 
VoL.lL  S  celTation 
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ceflation  of  arms,  for  which  he  took  Ihamf  to  bimfelf^ 
afking  pardon  of  God,  his  country,  and  his  confcience, 
1714.  He  affirmed  that  the  honour  of  his  fovereign,  and  the  good 
of  his  country,  were  the  rules  of  his  a£kions  1  but  that, 
without  refpe£t  of  perfons,  ihould  he  find  bimfelf  im-. 
|>ored  upon,  he  durft  purfue  an  evil  minifter  from  the 
Qtieen's  clofet  to  the  Tower,  an4  from  the  Tower  to  the 
fcaffold.  This  convcrfion,  however,  was  much  more 
owing  to  a  full  perfuafion  that  a  miniftry  divided  againft 
itfelf  could  not  long  fubfifl,  and  that  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion  was  firmly  fecured.  He,  therefore,  refolved  to  make 
a  merit  of  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  interefts  of  a 
tottering  adminidration,  in  whofe  ruin  he  might  be  in- 
volved. The  Duke  of  Argyle^charged  the  miniflers  with 
mal-adminiilration,  both  within  chofe  walls  and  without: 
he  offered  to  prove  that  the  Lord-Treafuxer  had  yearly 
remitted  a  fum  of  money  to  the  Highland  clans  of  ScoC^ 
land,  who  were  known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  Pre- 
tender. He  affirmed  that  the  new  modelling  of  the  army, 
the  practice  of  difbanding  fome  regiments  out  of  their 
turn,  and  removing  a  great  number  of  officers,  on  account 
of  their  affection  to  the  Hpufeof  Hanover,  were  dear  in-t 
dications  of  the  miniftry's  defigns :  that  it  was  a  difgrece 
to  the  nation  to  fee  men  who  had  never  looked  an  enemy 
in  the  face  advanced  to  the  pofls  of  feveral  brave  officers, 
who,  after  they  had  often  expofed  their  lives  for  their 
country,  were  now  flarving  in  prifon  for  debt,  on  account 
of  their  pay's  being  detained.  The  Treafurer,  laying  his 
hand  upon  his  breaft,  faid  he  had  on  fo  many  occafions 
given  fuch  fignal  proofs  of  affedlion  to  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceifion,  that  he  was  fure  no  member  of  that  augufl  afTem* 
hly  did  call  it  i|i  queftion.  He  owned  he  had  remitted, 
for  two  or  three  years  paft,  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  the  Highland  qlans;  and  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  give  him  an  opportunity  to  clear  his  con* 
dmS  in  that  particular :  with  refpeil  to  the  reformed  of*^ 
ficers,  he  declared  be  had  given  orders  for  their  being 

ipumcdiately- 
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IDBfticdiatcly  paid.     The  protcftant  fucceflion  wilj  voted     chap. 
but  of  danger,  by  a  final  1  majority.  ^  ^^ '  j 

'-  %  XXXVII.  Lord  Hallifax  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  ^/H- 
Queen,  that  the  would  renew  her  Inftances  for  the  fpeedy 
removing  the  Pretender  out  of  Lorraine ;  and  that  (he 
would,  in  conjun£lion  with  the  States-General,  enter  into 
the  guarantee  of  the  proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  The  Earl  of  Wharton  moved  that  in  the  ad- 
drefs her  Majefty  ihould  bedeiired  to  ifTue  a  proclamation, 
promifing  a  reward  to  any  perfon  who ,  {hould  apprehend 
the  Pretender  dead  or  alive.  He  was  feconded  by  the 
Duke  of  Bolton ;  and  the  Houfe  agreed  that  an  addrefs 
(hould  beprefented.  When  it  was  reported  by  the  conl- 
mittee.  Lord  North  and  Grey  expatiated  upon  the  bar- 
barity of  fetting  a  price  on  any  one's  head  :  he  proved  it 
was  an  encouragement  to  murther  and  aflaffination  ;  con- 
trary to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity  ;  repugnant  to  the  ' 
law  of  nature  and  nations  j  inconfiilent  with  the  dignity 
of  fuch  an  auguft  aflembly,  and  with  the  honour  of  a  na- 
tion famed  for  lenity  and  mercy.  He  was  fupportcd  by 
I^rd  Trevor,  who  moved  that  the  reward  (hould  be  pro- 
mifed  for  apprehending  and  bringing  the  Pretender  to 
juftice,  in  cafe  he  ihould  land  or  attempt  to  land  in  Great- 
Britain  of  Ireland.  The  cruelty  of  the  firft  claufe  was 
«ealoufly  fupported  and  vindicated 'by  the  Lords  Cowper 
and  HaUifax  ;  but  by  this  time  the  Karl  of  Anglefey  and 
foiBe  others,  wlto  had  abandoned  the  miniftry,  were  brought 
back  to  their  former  principles,  by  promife  of  profitable 
employments ;  and  the  mitigation  was  adopted  by  a  ma- 
jority of  ten  voices.  To  this  addrefs,  which  was  delivered 
by  the  Chancellor  and  the  .Whig  lords  only,  the  Qi»eeA 
replied  in  tbefe  words:  "  My  lords,  it  would  be  a  real 
'*  ftrengthening  to  the  fucceSion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
^«  as  well  as  a  fupport  to  my  government,  that  an  end 
<«  were  put  to  tbofe  groundlefs  fears  and  jealoufies  which 
*' have  been  fo  induftrioufly  promoted.  1  do  not  at 
*•  this  tittre  fee  any  occafion  for  fuch  a  proclamation. 
•'  Whenever  I  judge  it  to  be  ncceffary,  I  fhall  give  my 
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"  ordcrt  for  having  it  iflucd.  As  to  the  other  particulars 
*^  of  this  addrefs,  I  will  give  proper  dire£lions  therein.^' 
1 714.  She  was  likewife  importuned,  by  another  addrefs,  to  ifTue 
out  a  proclamation  againft  all  jefuits,  popiih  priefts,  and 
bifbops,  as  well  as  againft  all  fuch  as  were  outlawed  for 
adhering  to  the  late  King  James  and  the  Pretender.  The 
Houfe  refolved,  7*hat  no  perfon,  not  included  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  Limerick^  and  who  had  bor'n  arms  in  France 
and  Spain,  fhould  be  capable  of  any  employment  civil  or 
military  :  and  that  no  perfon,  a  natural'born  fubje£l  of 
her  Majefty,  fhoijd  be  capable  of  fuftaining  the  charader 
of  a  publick  minifter  from  any  foreign  potentate.  Thefe 
refolutions  were  aimed  at  Sir  Patrick  Lawlefs,  an  Irifh 
papifi:,  who  had  come  to  England^with  a credentialletter 
from  King  Philip,  but  now  thought  proper  to  quit  the 
kingdom. 

§  XXXVIII.  Then  the  lords  in  th6  oppofition  made 
an  attack  upon  the  Treafurer,  concerning  the  money  he 
had  remitted  to  the  Highlanders  :  but  Oxford  filenced  his 
cppofers,  by  aflerting,  that  in  fo  doing  he  had  followed 
the  example  of  King  William,  who,  after  he  had  reduced 
that  people,  thought  fit  to  allow  yearly  penfions  to  the 
heads  of  clans,  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet.  His  condu£): 
was  approved  by  the  Houfe;  and  Lord  North  and  Grey 
moved,  that  a  day  might  be  appointed  for  confidering  the 
ilate  of  the  nation,  with  regard  to  the  treaties  of  peace 
and  commerce.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon  ;  and  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  fixed  for  this 
purpofe.  In  the  mean  time,  Baron  Schutz  demanded  of 
the  Chancellor  a  writ  for  the  Eleftoral  Prince  of  Hanover^ 
to  fit  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers  as  Duke  of  Cambridge,  in- 
timating that  his  defign  was  to  refide  in  England.  The 
writ  was  granted  with  reluSance :  but  the  Prince's  de- 
fign of  coming  to  England  was  fo  difagreeable  to  the 
Queen,  that  (he  figniiied  herdifapprobation  of  fuch  a  Rep 
in  a  letter  to  the  Princefs  Sophiat  She  obferVed  that 
fuch  a  method  of  proceeding  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
fucceflion  itfelf,  which  was  not  fecure  any  other  way, 
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than  as  the  prince  who  was  in^aflual  pofTcflion  of  the 
throne  maintained  her  authority  and  prerogative :  /he  faid 
a  great  many  people  in  England  were  feditioufly  difpofed  ;  i7i4< 
fo  ihe  left  her  highneis  to  judge  what  tumults  they  might 
he  able  to  raife  ihould  they  have  a  pretext  to  begin  a 
commotion  :  ihe,  therefore,  perfuaded  herfelf  that  her  aunt 
would  not  confent  to  any  thing  which  might  difturb  the 
repofe  of  her  and  her  fubjcfts.  At  the  fame  time  fhe  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Eledoral.  Prince,  complaining  that  he  had 
formed  fuch  a  refolution,  without  firft  knowing  her  fen- 
timents  on  the  fubje£l;  and  telling  him  plainly,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  her 
ctominions,  to  the  right  of  fucceiSon  in  the  Hanoverian 
line^  or  more  difagreeable  to  her,  than  fuch  conduct  at 
this  juncture:  A  third  letter  was  written  to  the  £le£lor, 
his  father ;  and  the  Treafurer  took  this  opportunity  to 
aflure  that  prince  of  his  invipiable  attachment  to  the  family 
of  Hanover. 

§  XXXIX.  The  Whig  lords  were  diflatisfied  with  the- 
Queen's  anfwer  to  their  adcjrefs  concerning  the  Pretender  j 
and  they  moved  for  another  addrefs  on  the  fame  fubjedl, 
which  was   refolved  upon,  but  never  prefented.     They 

4 

took  into  conftderation  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
njerce,  to  which  many  exceptions  were  taken  ;  and  much 
farcafm  was  expended  on  both  fides  of  the  difpute :  but 
at  Ipngth  the  majprity  carried  the  queilion  in  favour  of  an 
addrefs,  acknowledging  her  Majefty's  goodnefs,  in  de- 
livering them,  by  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  advantageous. 
peace  with  France,  from  the  burthen  of  a  confun^ing  land- 
war,,  unequally  carried  on,  and  become  at  la(t  impracti- 
cable^ TheHoufe  of  Common^  concurred  ixi  this  addrefs, 
after  haying  voted  that  ^he  proteftant  fucceflion  vyras  p,ut 
of  danger:  but  thefe  refolutlons  wece  not  taken  without 
violent  oppofition,  in  vy^hich  General  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  chiefly  diftinguiihed  themfelves. 
The  letters  which  the  Queen  had  written  to  the  Eledoral; 
houfe  of  Hanover  were  printed  and  publifhed  in  England, 
with  a  view  t5  inform  the  friends  of  that  family  of  the 
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rcafons  which  prevented  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  frdm' 
executing  his  dcfign  of  refiding  in  Great- Britain.  The 
J714.  Queen  confidered  this  ftep  as  a  perfonal  infult,  as  well  as  an 
attempt  to  prejudice  her  in  the  opinions  of  her  fubjefts  : 
flie,  therefore,  ordered  the  publifher  to  be  taken  into  cufto- 
dy.  At  this 'period  the  Princefs  Sophia  died,  in  the 
,  eighty- fourth  year  of  her  age;  and  her  death  was  inti- 
mated to  the  Queen  by  Baron  Bothmar,  who  arrived  In 
England  with  the  charaftcr  of  envoy -extraordinary  from 
the  EleSor  of  Hanover.  This  princefs  was  the  fourth 
and  youngeft  daughter  of  Frederick,  Eleflor  Palatine, 
King  of  Bohemia,  and  Elifabeth,  daughter  of  King  JamesI, 
of  England.  She  enjoyed  from  nature  an  excellent  ca- 
pacity, which  was  finely  cultivated  ;  and  was  in  all  re- 
fpefts  one  of  the  moft  accompliflied  princefleS  of  the  age 
in  which  (he  lived.  At  her  death  the  Court  of  England 
appeared  in  mourning ;  and  the  Eledor  of  Brunfwick 
was  prayed  for  by  name  in  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of 
England.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  Sir  William 
Wyndham  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  fchifm,  and  .  for  the  further '  fecurity  of  the  church  of 
England  as  by  law  eftabliftied.  The  defigri  of  it  was  to 
prohibit  diflenters  from  teaching  in  fchools  and  academies. 
It  was  accordingly  prepared,  and  eagerly  oppofed  in  each 
Houfe  as  a  fpecies  of  perfecution,  Nevertheleft,  it  m^de 
its  way  through  both,  and  received  the  royal  affent :  but 
the  Queen  dying  before  it  took  place,  this  law  was  ren- 
dered inefFe£lual,  ,       ' 

§XL.  Her  Majefty'sconftitution  was  now  quite  broken: 
one  fit  of  ficknefs  fucceeded  another  :  what  completed' the 
ruin  of  her  health  was  the  anxiety  of  her  mind,  occa,- 
fioned  partly  by  the  difcontents  which  had  been  raifed  and 
fomented  by  the  enemies  of  her  government ;  and  partly 
by  the  diflentions  among  her  minifters,  which  were  now 
become  intolerable.  The  council-chamber  was  turned 
into  a  fcene  of  obftinate  difpute'and  bitter  altercation, 
^ven  in  the  Queen's  prefehce  the  Treafurer  and  Secretary 
did    DPt  abft^ip   from    mutual    obloquy    and  reproach, 
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Oxford  advifed  moderate  meafures,  and  is  faid  to  have 

made   advances  towards  a  reconciliation  with  the  leaders 

of  the  Whig  party»    As   he  forefaw' it  would  ibon  be       1714. 

their  turn  to  domineer,   fuch  precautions  were  neceflary 

for  hia   own  fafety.      Bolingbroke   affe<Sed   to  fet  th« 

Whigs  at  defiance  :  he  profefled  a  warm   zeal  for  the 

church  :  he  foothed  the   Queen's  inclinaHons  with  the 

tnoft   affiduous    attention.     He  and   his  coadjutrix  in- 

finuated,  that   the  Treafurer  was  biafied  in  favour  of  the 

diflenters,  and  even   that  he  a£ted  as  a  fpy  for  the  houfe 

of  Hanover.     In   the  midft  of  thefe  difputes  and  commo-* 

tions  the  Jacobites  were  not  idle.     They  flattered  them- 

felves   that  the  Queen  in  fecret   favoured   the  preten- 

iions  of  her  brother;  and  they  depended  upon  Boling- 

broke's  attachment  to  the  fame  intereft.    They  believed 

Che  fame  fentimentft  were  cheriihed  by  the  nation  in  gene* 

ral.     They  held  private  aflembliics  both  in  Great- Britain 

and  in  Ireland.     They  concerted    meafures   for  turning 

the  difieotions  of  the  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of  their 

eaufe.     They   even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  inlifl  men  for 

the  fervioe  of  the  Pretender.     Some  of  thefe  pra£tices 

were  difcovered  by  the  Earl  of  Wharton,  who  did  not  fail 

to  found  th^  alarm.     A  proclamation  was  immediately 

publifbed,   promifing  a  reward  of  five  thoufand  pounds 

for  apprehending  the.  Pretender  Whenever  he  (faould  land 

or  attempt  to  land  in  Great^Britain.     The  Commons 

voted  an  addrefs  of  thanksfor  the  proclamation;  and 

aiSired  ber  Majefty,  that  they  would  chearfuUy  aid  and 

aSft  her,  by  granting  the  fum  of  an  hundred  thoufand 

poundSy'as  a  further  reward  to  any  who  fliould  perform 

fo  great  a  fervice  to  her  Majefty  and  her  kingdoms.     The 

l^ords  likewife  prefentied  an  addrefs  on  the  fame  fubjed. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  propofed  a  bill^  decreeing  the  penalties 

of  high-treafon  againii  thofe  who  (hould  lift  or  be  inlifl'ed 

in  the  Pretender's  fervice.    The  motion   was  approved, 

und  the  penalty  extended  to  all  thofe  who  (hould  lift  or  be 

ll^lift^d  in  the  ferv^e  of  any  foreign  prince  or  ftate^ 

S  4  without 
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without  a  licence  under  the  fign  manual  of  her  Maj^fty^ 
her  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs. 
ni^f  §  XLK  On  the  fecond  day  of  July,  the  Lords  took  into 

confideration  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain  ;  and  a 
great  number  of  merchants  being  examined  at  the  bar  of 
the  HoufQ,  declared  that  unlefs  the  explanations  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  eighth  articles,  as  made  a;  Madrid  after 
the  treaty  was  figned,  were  refcinded,  they  could  not  carry 
on  their  com  merce  without  lofing  five- and- twenty  per  cent. 
After  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  the 
Queen  for  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  negociation  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  with  the  names  of  the 
perfons  who  ^dvifed  her  Majefty  to  that  treaty.  To  this 
addrefs  (he  replied,  that  underftapding .  the  three  explana* 
tory  articles  of  the  treaty  were  not  detrimental  to  the 
trade  of  her  fubjeds,  fhe  had  confented  to  their  being 
ratifieJ  with  the  treaty.  The  Earl  of  Wharton  repre-- 
fented,  that  if  fo  little  regard  was  £hown  to  the  addrefles 
pf  that  auguft  aflembly  to  the  foyereign,  they  had  uo  bufi- 
liefs  in  that  ho^ufe.  He  moved  for  a  reroonfiranfce,  tQ  lay 
before  her  Majefty  the  infuperable  diiEculties  that  i(tr 
tended  the  Spanish  trade  on  the  footing  of  the  late  treaty ; 
^  ^nd  th^  Hogfe  agreed  to  his  motion.  Another  member 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  infift  on  her  Majefty'^ 
liaming  the  perfons  who  advifed.  her  to.  ratify  the  three 
explanatory  articles.  This '  was  a .  blow  aimed  at  Arthur 
jMoore,  a  member  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  wh6m  Lord  Bo« 
Jingbroke  had  confulted  on  the  fubjedtof  the  treaty.  He 
was  fcreened  by  the  majority  in  parliament:  but  a  general 
court  of  the  ^outh-Sea  company  refdlved,  upon  a  com? 
plaint  exhibited  by  Captain  Johnfon,  th^t  Arthur  Moore; 
while  a  director,  was  privy  tp,  and  encouraged  thedefiga 
pf  carrying  on  a  clandeftine  trade,  to  the:^^rejudice  of  the 
porpt)ration,  contrary  to  his.  oath,,  and  in  breach  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him  ;  that,  therefore,  he  fliould  be  declared 
incapable  of  being  a  dire£lor  of,,  or  having  any  employr 
mept  in  thjs  company.    Thp  Quc«  had  rcferved  to  hecr 
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fe]f  the  quarter  part  of  the  affiento-contrad,  which  (he 
now  gave  up  to  the  company,  and  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Upper  Houfe :  but  fhe  would  not  difcover  the  name^  1744* 
of  thofe  wboadvifed  her  to  ratify  the  explanatory  articlesu 
On  the  ninth  day  of  July,  (he  thought  proper  to  put  aa 
end  to  the  feffion,  with  a  fpeech  on  the  ufual  fubjeda, 
[  After  having  alTured  them,  that  her  chief  concern  was  to 
preferve  the  proteftant  religion,  the  liberty  of  her  fubje£ts, 
and  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  her  kingdoms,  Ihe  con- 
cluded in  thefe  words  :  **  But  I  muft  tell  you  plainly, 
^<  that  thefe  deiireable  ends  can  never  be  obtained,  unlefa 
<(  you  bring  the  fame  difpofitions  on  your  parts  1  unlefs 
*^  ^11  groundlefs  jealouftes,  which  create  and  foment  divir 
*^  lions  among  you,  be  laid  afide  i  and  unlefs  you  (how  th^ 
^^  fame  regard  for  my  jufl  prerogative,  and  for  the  honour 
^^  of  my  government,  a$  I  have  always  expreflfed  for  the 
^'  rights  of  my  people/* 

§  XLII.  After  the  peace  bad  thus  received  the  fan^ioQ 
of  the  parliament,  themjpifters,  being  no  longer  retrained 
by  the  tie  of  common  danger,  gave  a  loofe  to  their  mu-> 
tual  ai^imoflty.  Oxford  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Queen, 
containing  a  detail  of  the  publick  tranfa£lions ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  endeavoured  to  juftify  his  own  con* 
du<5t,  and  expofe  the  turbulent  and  ambitious  fpirit  of  his 
rival.  On  thcother  hand,  Bolingbroke charged  the  Trea* 
furer  with  having  invited  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  to 
return  from  his  voluntary  exile  ;  and  maintained  a  pri* 
yate  correfppndence  with  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  The 
Puke  of '  Shre^fbury  likewife  complained  of  his  having 
prefumed  to  fend  orders  to  him  in  Ireland,  without  the 
privity  of  her  Majefty  and  the  council.  In  all  probability 
his  greateft  crime  was  his  having  given  umbrage  to  th^ 
favourite,  Lady  Mafliam.  Certain  it  is,  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  July,  a  very  acrimonious  dialogue  paiTed 
between  that  lady,  the  Chancellor,  and  Oxford,  in  the 
Queen's  prefence.  The  Treafurer  affirmed  hf  h^d  been 
wronged,  and  abufed  by  lies  and  mifreprefentationsj  byt 
be  threatened  vengeance,  declaring  he  v^ould  leave  fome 

people 
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BOOK  people  aslow  as  he  had  found  them  when  they  firft  attra^ed 
1^  _ '_  ^  hi$tiotice.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  removed  from  his 
>7r4.  employment ;  and  Bolingbiroke  feemed  to  triumph  in  the 
tidory  he  had  obtained.  He  laid  his  account  with  being 
admitted  as  chief  mimifter  into  the  adniiniftration  of  afairs; 
ftttd  is  fafd  to  have  formed  the  defign  c^  a  coalition  with 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  at  thi?  very  time  em- , 
barked  at  Oftend  for  England.  Probably,  Oxford  had 
tried  to  play  the  faniie  game,  but  met  with  a  repulfe  from 
the  Duke,  on  account  of  the  implacable  refentment  which 
the  Duchefs  had  conceived  agalnft  that  minifter. 

§  XLIII.  Whatever  fchemes  might  have  been  farmed, 
the  fall  of  the  Treafurer  was  fo  fudden,  that  no  plan  was 
eftablifhed  for  fupplying  the  vacancy  occafioned  by  bis 
difgrace.  The  confafiort  that  inceflantly  enfued  iat  court, 
ftnd  the  fatigue  of  attending  a  long  cabinet-council  on 
this  event,  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  the  Quecii's  fpirits 
and  conftitotton',  that  (he  declared  (he  fhould  notoudive 
it,  and  was  immediately  feifed  with  a  lethargick  diforder, 
Notwithftanding  all  the  medicines  which  the  phyficians 
coul'd  prefcribe,  the  diftempergained  ground  fo  faft,  that 
next  day,  which  was  the  thirrrcth  of  July,  they  defpaircd 
of  her  life.  Then  the  commrttee  of  the  council  affembled 
at  the  Cockpit 'adjourned  to  Kenfington.  The  Dukes 
of  Somerfet  and  Argyle,  informed  of  the  defperate  fituation 
in  which  fhe  lay,  repaired  to  the  palace ;  and,  without 
being  fummoned,  entered'  the  council-chamber.  The 
members  were  furprifed  at  tlieir  appearance;  but  the  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury  thanked  them  for  their  readitiefs  to  give 
their  afliftance  at  fach '  a*  ciicical  junft'tire;  and  defired 
they  would  take  thefr  places^.  The  phyficians  having  de* 
clared  that  the  Queen  was  ftlll  feiifible,  the  council  unani* 
moufly  agreed  to  retoniftiend  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  as 
-  the  fitteft  pcrfon  to  fill  the  place  of  lord- treafurer  When 
this  opinion  was  intimated  to-  the  Queen,  fhe  faid,  they 
couM  not  'have  recommeiided  a*  perfon  fhe  liked  better 
than  the  Duke  of  ShreWfbury;  She  delivered  to  him  the 
white  flafF,  bidding 'him  ufe  it  for  the  good  of  her  people*. 
-     -  J  Ho 
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He  would  have  returned  the  lord-chambcrlain*s  ftaff,  but 
flie  defired  he  would  keep  them  both  : '  fo  that  he  was  at 
one  thne  pbfleflcd  of  the  three  grcateft  pofts  in  the  king-  ,  17^4- 
dom,' under  the  titles  of  lord-trcafurcr,  lord-chambcrlain, 
and  lord-lletitenant  of  Ireland.'  No  nobleman  in  England 
better  deferved  fuchdtftinguifliing  marks  of  his  fovereign's 
favour.  He  was  modeft,  liberal,  difintereftedj  and  a  warm 
friend  to  his  country.  Bolingbrofcc's  ambition  was  de- 
feated by  the  vigour  which  the  Dukes  of  Somerfct  and 
Argyle  exerted  on  this  occafion.  They  propofed,  that 
all  privy-counfellors  in  or  about  London  fhould  be  in- 
vited to  attend,  without  diftinftion  of  party.  The  motion 
was  approved  ;  and  Lord  Sorters,  with  many  other  Whig 
members,  repaired  to  Kenfington.  The  council  being  thus 
re- en  forded  began  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  king- 
dom. Orders  were  immediately  defpatchcd  to  four  regi- 
ments of  horfe  and  dragoons  quartered  in  remote  counties,' 
ro  march  up  to  the  neighbourhood  of  London  and  Weft- 
Hiinfter,  Seven  of  the  ten  Britifh  battalions  in  the  Nether- 
lands were  direfted  to  embark  at  Oftend  for  England,  with 
all  poffible  expedition  :  an  embargo  was  laid  upon,  all 
fhipping  ;  and  direftions  given  for  equipping  all  the  (hips 
of  war  that  could  be  fooneft  in  a  condition  for  fervicc.' 
They  fent  a  letter  to  the  Ele£lor  of  Brunfwiqk,  fignifymg 
that  the  ph^ciahs  had  defpaired  of  the  Queto*s  life  ;  m-* 
forming  him  of  the  meafures  they  had^aken  ;  arid  defiring 
he  would,  *with  all  convenient  Ip^ed,  repair  to  tJoIland, 
where  he  fhould  be  attended  by  aBritifti  fquadron,  to 
convey  him"  to  England,' in  cafe  of  her  Majefty's'deceafe.' 
At-the  fame  time  they  defpatched  inflru£lions  to.  the  Earl 
of  Strafford,  to  defire  ibe  States -KSeneral  would  be  ready 
to  perform  the  guarantee  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion. 
The  heralds  at  arms  were  kept  in  waiting,  with  a  troop  of 
horfe*guard^,  to  proclaim  the  new  king  as  foon  as  the 
throne  fhould  become  vacant.  Precautions  were  taken  to 
fecure  the  fea-ports  ;  to  over-awe  the  Jacobites  in  Scotland ; 
and  the  trommand  of  the  fleet  was  beftowcd  upon  the  Earl 
p(  Berkeley, 

§  xLiy. 
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§rXLIV.  Thb  Queen  continued  to  doze  in  a  Icthargick 
infenfibility,  with  very  fhort  intervals,  till  the  firft  day  of 
Auguft  in  the  morning,  when  fhe  expired,  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  her  reign.     Anne 
Stuart,  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  was  in  her  perfon  of  the 
middle   fize,  well  proportioned.    Her  hair  was  of  a  dark 
brown  colour,  her  complexion  ruddy,  her  features  were 
regular,  her  countenance  was  rather  round  than  oval,  and 
her  afpefi  more  comely  than  majeftick*    Her  voice  was 
clear  and  melodious,  and  her  prefence  engaging.     Her  ca- 
pacity was  naturally  good,   but  not  much  cultivated  by 
learning  ;   nor  did  ihe  exhibit  any  marks  of  extraordinary 
genius,  or  pefrfonal  ambition.     She  .was  certainly  deficient 
in  that  vigour  of  mind  by  which  a  prince  ought  to  pre- 
ferve  his  independence,  and  avoid  the  fnares  and  fetters  of 
iycophants  and  favourites :  but  .whatever  her  weaknefs  in 
this  particular  might  have  been,  the  virtues  of  her  heart 
were  never  called  in  queftion.     She  was  a  pattern  of  con- 
jugal affedion  and  fidelity,  a  tender  mother,  a  warm  friend, 
an  indulgent  mifirefs,  a  munificent  patron,  a  mild  and 
viercifal  prince,  during  whofe  reign  no  fubjedt's  blood  was 
ihed  for  treaibn.     She  was  zealoufly  attached  to  the  church 
of  England  from  conviction  rather  than  from  prepofleffion, 
unafFeftedly  pious,  juft,  charitable,  and  compaffionate.  She 
felt  a  mother's  fbndnefe  for  her  people,  by  whom  (he  was 
iiniverfally  beloved  with  a  jsrarm^h  of  affe^ion  which  even 
the  jirejudice  of  party  gffHd  not  abate»    In   a  word,  if 
file  was  not  the  greateft,  fl)e  was  certainly  one  of  the  bcft 
and  moft  unblemifhed  fovereigns  that  ever  fat  upon  the 
^rone  of  England  j  arid  well  deferved  the  exprqffive,  thpu|l\ 
iimplc  epithet  of  **  The  good  Queen  Anne/* 
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CHAPTER     r. 

§  r.  State  ef  parties  in  Great  Britain.  §  II.  King  Gedrge 
proclaimed.  §  III.  The  civil- lift  granted  to  his  Majejly  by 
tb€ parliament.  §  IV.  The  EleSioral  Prince  created  Prince 
of  Wales.  ^  §V.  The  King  arrives  in  England.  §  VL 
The  Tories  totally  excluded  from  the  royal  favour.  §  VII. 
Pretender's  manifefto  §  VIII.  New  parliament.  §  IX. 
Subftance  ^  the  King\  firftfpeech.  §  X.  Lord  Bolingbroki 
withdraws  himfelfto  France.  *  §  XL  5/r  William  Wynd^ 
ham  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker.  §  Xil.  Committee  of 
fecrefy.  §  XIII.  Sir  John  Norris  fent  with'  a  fleet  to  the 
Baltick.  §  XIV.  Difcontent  of  the  nation.  §  XV.  Re* 
port  of  the  fecret  committee.  §  XVI.  Refolutions  to  im* 
peach  Lord  Bolingbroke^  the  Earl  of  Oxford^  the  Duke  of 
Ormonde  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  §  XVII.  The  Earl  of 
Oxford  fent  to  the  Tower.  The  proclamation  aSf.  §  XVIII. 
The  King  declares  to  both  Houjes^  that  a  reMlion  is  begun. 
^  XIX.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  at" 
tainted,  §  XX.  Intrigues^  of  the  yatobites\  §XXI. 
Death  of  Louis  XIV.  §  XXII.  The  Earl  of  Marfets 
up  the  Pretender^  Jlandard  in  Scotland.  §  XXIII. 
Divers  members  of  the  Lower  Houfe  taken  into  cujfody. 

§.  XXIV. 
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§  XXIV.  The  Pretender  proclaimedin  the  north  of  England 
by  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Forjier.  \  XXV, 
Maciintojh  crojjes  the  frith  of  Forth  into  Lothian^  and  joint 
the  Englijh  infurgents.  §  XXVI.  JVho  are  attacked  at 
Prejlpny  and  furrender  at  dijiretion.  §  XX  VII.  Batik 
at  Dumblatn.  §  XXVIIl.  ne  Pretender  arrives  in 
Scotland.  §  XXIX.  He  retires  again  to  France.  §  XXX. 
Proceedings  of  the  Irijh  parliament.  §  XXXL  Therebd 
lords  are  impeached^  and  plead  guilty  §  XXXIL  The  Earhf 
Derwentwater  and  LordKenmuir  are  beheaded.  §  XXXIII. 
trials  of  the  rebels.  §  XXXIV.  JSf  for  feptennial  parUa* 
ments.  ^  XXXV .  DuJte  of /irgyle difgraced.  §XXXVL 
Triple  alliance  between  England^  France^  and  Holland. 
§  XXX  VII.  Count  GyUenburg  the  Swedijh  minijler  in 
London^  arrejled.  §  XXXVIII.  Account  of  the  Oxford 
riot.  §  XXXIX.  The  King  demands  are  extraordinary 
fuppty  of  the  Commons.  §  XL.  Divifton  in  the  miniftry. 
§  XLL  The  Commons  pafs  the  South  Sea  a£ly  the  Bank 
a£fy  and  the  general  fund' a£i.  §  XLII.  Trial  of  the  Earl 
ef  Oxford.  A£l  of  indemnity.  §  XJLIII.  Proceedings  in 
the  Convocation  with  regard  to  Dr.  HoadJey^  Bijbop  of 
Bangor. 

§  I.  T  T  may  be  neceflary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the 
^  X  ftate  of  party  at  this  important  juniSture.     The 

1714.  Jacobites  had  been  fed  with  hopes  of  feeing  the  fucceffion 
dtered  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  Thefe  hopes  he  had  con- 
veyed to  them  in  a  diftant,  undeterminate,  and  myfterious 
manner,  without  any  other  view  than  that  of  preventing 
them  from  taking  violent  mcafures  to  embarrafs  his  ad- 
ininiftration.  At  leaft,  if  he  aSually  entertained  atone 
time  any  other  defign,  he  had,  long  before  bis  difgrace, 
laid  it  wholly  afide,  probably  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the 
danger  with  which  it  muft  have  been  attended ;  and  feemed 
bent  upon  making  a  merit  of  his  zeal  for  the  houfe  of 
Hanover :  but  his  condua  was  fo  equivocal  and  unfteady, 
that  he  ruined  himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  one  party,  without 
acquiring^  the  confidence  of  the  other,  .  The  friends  of  the 

Pretender 
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Pretender  derived  frefh  hopes  from  the  miniilry  of  Boling* 
broke.  Though  he  had  never  explained  himfclf  on  this 
fubje£^,  be  was  fuppofed  to  favour  the  heir  of  blood,  and  i7>4* 
known  to  be  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  Whigs,  who 
were  the  moft  zealous  advocates  for  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion.  The  Jacobites  promifed  themfelves  much  from 
his  afiedion,  but  more  from  his  refentment :  and  they 
believed  the  majority  of  the  Tories  would  join  them  on 
the  fame  maxims.  All  Bolingbroke's  fchemes  of  power 
were  defeated  by  the  promotion  of  the  Duke  of  Sbrewf- 
bury  to  the  office  of  Treafurer ;  and  all  his  hopes  blafted 
by  the  death  of  the  Qiieen,  on  whofe  perfonal  favour  he 
depended.  The  refolute  behaviour  of  the  Dukes  of  Somer- 
fet  and  Argyle,  together  with  the  diligence  and  adivity  of 
a  council  in  which  the  Whig  intereft  had  gained  the  af- 
cendancy,  completed  the  confufion  of  the  Tories^  who 
found  themfelves  without  a  head,  dividt;d,  diftraded,  and 
irrefblute.  Upon  rec611e<Slion,  they  faw  nothing  fo  eligible 
as  itience,  and  fubmiiSon  to  thofe  meafures  which  they 
could  not  oppofe  with  any  profpeSt  of  fuccefs.  They  had 
no  other  objection  to  the  fucceffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hano« 
ver,  but  the  fear  of  feeing  the  Whig  fa£lion  once  moro 
predominant:  yet  they  were  not  without  hope  that  their 
new  fovereign,  who  was  reputed  a  prince  of  fagacity 
and  experience,  would  cultivate  and  conciliate  the 
afie£lion  of  the  Tories,  who  were  the  landholders  and 
proprietors  of  the  kingdom,  rather  than  declare  himfelf; 
the  head  of  a  fa<Eiion  which  leaned  for  fupport  on  thofe 
who  were  enemies  to  the  church  and  monarchy,  on  the 
Bank  and  the  monied-intereft,  raifed  upon  ufury,  and 
maintained  by  corruption.  In  a  word,  the  Whigs  were 
elated  and  overbearing;  the  Tories  abafhed  and  humble  ^ 
the  Jacobites  eager,  impatient,  and  alarmed  at  a  juncture 
which,  with  refpeft  to  them,   was  truely  critical. 

§  II.  The  Queen  had  no  fooner  refigned  her  laft  breath, 
than  the  privy-council  met,  and  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Hanoverian  rcfident, 
Kreyenbcrg,  produced  the  three  inftruments  in  which  the 
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EleSor  of  Brunfwick  had  nominated  the  pcrfons*  to  fe 
added  as  lords  juftices  to  the  feven  great  officers  of  the 
^,^~    realm.     Orders  were  immediately  iffued  for  proclaiming 
»  King  George,  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.    Thcf 
regency  appointed  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  to  carry  to  Hanover 
the  intimation  of  his  Majefty's  acceffion,  and  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  England.     They  fent  the  general  officers 
in  whom  they  could  confide  to  their  refpeftive  pofts :  they 
re-enforced  the  garrifon  of  Portfmouth :  they  appointed 
Mr»   Addifon   their   fecretary;    while  Boling^roke  was 
obliged  to  fland  at  the  door  of  the  CounciKchamber  with 
his  bag  and  papers,  and  underwent  every  fpecies  of  morti- 
fication.    On  the  whole.  King  George  afcended  the  throne 
of  Great-Britain  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  without 
the  lead  oppofition,  tumult,  or  fign  of  popular  difcontent; 
and  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  nation  was   now  fully 
perfuaded  that  no  defign  had  ever  been  concerted  by  Queen 
Anne  and  her  miniftry  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,-   The 
Mayor  of  Oxford  received  a  letter,  requiring  hinti  to  pro* 
daim  the  Pretender.     This  being  communicated  to  thef 
Vice-Chancellor^  a  copy  of  it  was  immediately  tranfmitted 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley,  member  of  parliament  for  the 
Univerfity;  and  the  Vice-Chancellor  offered  a, reward  of 
one  hundred    pounds  to  any  perfon   who  (hould  difcovCr 
the  author.     It  Was  either  the  produftion  of  fomc  luna- 
tick,  or  a  weak  contrivance  to  fix  an  odium  on  ^hat  vene* 
rable  body. 

§  III;  The  parliament  having  afiembled,  purfuant  to  the 
a£i  which  regulated  the  fucceffion,  the  Lord  Ghancellori 
on  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft,  made  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes 
in  the  name  of  the  regency*  He  told  them^  that  the  privy- 
council  appointed  by  the  EleQor  of  Brunfwick  had  pro- 
claimed that  prince  under  thehameof  King  George,  as 
the  lawful  and  rightful  fovereign  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  and 
that  they  had  taken  the   necefiary  care  to  maintain  the 

publick 

*  Thefe  were  the  Dukes  of  ShfcwAury,  Somerfet,  Boltwn,  Devonfliirti^ 
Kent,  Argylc,  Montrofc,  and  Roxburgh— the  Earls  of  Pomfret,  Anglefey^ 
Carliflc^  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Scarboropgh,  and  Orford -  Lord  Vift?o»nt 

townikcnd,  and  Lords  Hallif^x  and  Cowfcr* 
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pablick  peace.  He  obferved,  that  the  fevieral  branches  of 
the  publick  revenue  were  expired  by  the  demife  of  her  late 
Majefty;  and  recommended  to  the  Commons  the  making  i7i4« 
fttch  provifion  in  that  refpe<2  as  might  be  requifite  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  and  tlignity  of  the  crown.  He  likewife 
ocprefled  his  hope,  that  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  any 
thing  that  might  comluce  to  the  eftablilhing  and  advancing 
of  the  publick  credit*  Both  Houfes  immediately  agreed  to 
addreiles,  containing  the  warmeft  expreffions  of  duty  and 
a{£e£lion  to  their  new  fovereign,  who  did  not  fail  to  return 
fuch  anfwersas  were  very  agreeable  to  the  parliament  of 
Great- Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Lower  Houfe  pre- 
pared and  pafled  abill,  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  fame 
civil-lift  which  the  Qijccn  had  enjoyed ;  with  additional 
claufes  for  the  payment  of  arrears  due  to  the  troops  <>( 
Hanovef,  which  had  been  in  the  ftrvice  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  for  a  reward  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Treafury  to  any  perfon  who  (hould  apprehend 
the  Pretender  in  landing,  or  in  attempting  to  land,  in  any 
part  of  the  Britifli  dominions.  Mr.Craggs,  who  had 
been  defpatched  to  Hanover  before  the  Queen  died,  return*- 
ing  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft,  with  letters  from  the 
ICing  to  the  regency,  they  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers : 
then  the  Chancellor,  in  another  fpeech  to  both  Houfes, 
intimated  his  Majefty^s  great  latisfaftion  in  the  loyalty 
and  afFe<^ion  which  his  people  bad  univerfally  expreffed 
at  his  aceefSon.  Other  addreffes  were  voted  on  this  oc- 
caflon.  The  Commons  fim'flied  the  bill  for  the  civil-lift, 
fitid  one  for  making  fome  alteratiohs  in  an  a£l  for  a  ftate 
lottery,  which  received  the  royal  afient  from  the  lords 
juftices.     Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued. 

§IV*  Mr.  Prior  having  not-ified  the- Queen's  death  to 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  Loul^  declared  that  he  would  in- 
violably maintain  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
particularly  with  relation  to  the  fettlement  of  the  Britifh 
fcrown  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  The  Earl  of  S  rafford 
having  fignificd  the  fame  event  to  the  States  of  Holland  ; 
and  the  refident  of  Hanover  having  prefented  them  with  k 
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letter,  in  which  his  mafter  claimed  the  performance  of 
their  guarantee,  they  refolved  to  perform  their  engage- 
2714*  ments,  and  congratulated  his  Eledoral  Highnefs  on  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne  of  Great- Britain.  They  invited 
him  to  pafs  through  their  dominions  \  and  afTured  him  that 
his  interefts  were  as  dear  to  them  as  their  own.  The 
Chevalier  de  St.  George  no  fooner  received  the  news  of 
the  Queen's  death,  than  he  polled  to  Verfailles,  where  he 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  the  King  of  France  ex- 
pected he  (hould  quit  his  territories  immediately;  and  he 
was  accordingly  obliged  to  return  to  Lorraine.  By  this 
time  Mr>  Miirray  had  arrived  in  England  from  Hano* 
ver,  with  notice  that  the  King  had  deferred  his  departure 
for  fome  days.  He  brought  orders  to  the  regency  to  pre- 
pare a  patent  for  creating  the  Prince- Royal  Prince  of 
Wales  ;  and  for  removing  Lord  Bolingbroke  from  his  poft 
of  fecretary.  The  feals  were  taken  from  this  minifter  by 
the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and  Somerfet,  and  Lord  Cow- 
per,  who  at  the  fame  time  fealed  up  all  the  doors  of  his 
office. 

§  V,  King  George  having  vefted  the  government  of  his 
German  dominions  in  a  council,   headed  by  his  brother 
Prince  Erneft,  fet  out   with  the  Eledoral  Prince  from 
Herenhaufen  on  the  thirty-firftday  of  Augufl;  and  in  five 
days  arrived  at   the  Hague,  where  he  conferred  with  the 
States-General.     On    the  fixteenth   day  of   September 
he  embarked,  at  Orange-Polder,    under  convoy  of  an  £n- 
gliih  and  Dutch  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of 
Berkeley;  and  riext  day  arrived  at  the  Hope.     In' the  after- 
noon the  yacht  failed  up  the  river;  and  his  Majefiy,  with 
the  Prince,  were  landed  from  a  barge  at  Greenwich,  about 
fix  in  the  evening.     There  he  was  received  by  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  captain  of  the  life-guards,  and  the 
lords  of  the  regency.     From  the  landing-place  he  walked 
tohishoufein  the  Park,  accompanied  by  a  great  number 
of  the  nobility,  and  other  perfons  of  diffinSion,  who  had 
the  honour  to  kifs  his  hand,  as  they  approached.    When 
he  retired  to  his  bed-chamber,  he  fent  for  thofe  of  the 
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.AobiHty  who  had  diftihguilhed  themfelves  by  their  zeal  for 
his  fucceffion  :  butthe  Dukeof  Oimond,  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor,  and  Lord  Trevor  were  not  of  the  number.  Next  izh* 
.morning,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  prefented  himfelf  with  an 
-air  of  confidence,  as  if  he  had  expe3ed  to  receive  fome 
particular  mark  of  his  Majefty's  favour ;  but  he  had  the 
mortification  to  remain  a  confiderable  time  undiftinguiihed 
among  the  croud  ;  and  then  was  permitted  to  kifs'the 
King's  hand,  without  being  honoured  with  any  other 
notice.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Majefty  exprefled  un- 
common regard  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had 
lately  arrived  in  England,  as  well  as  for  all  the  leaders  of 
the  Whig  party. 

^  VI.  It  wa^  the  misfortune  of  this  prince,  as  well  as 
a  very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation,  that  he  had  been 
xnifled  into  flrong  prepoiTeffions  agai nil  the  Tories,  who 
conftituted  fuch  a  confiderable  part  of  his  fubje^s.  They 
were  now  excluded  from  all  (hare  of  the  royal  favour, 
which  was  wholly  engrofled  by  their  enemies  :  tbefe  early 
marks  of  averfion,  which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal, 
alienated  the  minds  of  many  from  his^perfon  and  govern- 
ment, who  would  otherwife  have  ferved  him  with  fidelity 
and  affedlion.  An  inflantaneous  and  total  change  wUs 
eSe&ed  in  all  offices  of  honour  and  advantage*  The 
JDuke  of  Ormond  was  difmifled  from  his  command,  which 
the  King  reftered  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whom 
he  likewife  appointed  colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot- 
guards,  and  mafter  of  the  Ordnance.  The  great  fcal 
was  given  to  Lord  Cowper;  the  privy  feal  to  the 
Earl  of  Wharton  ;  the  government  of  Ireland  to  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  The  Duke  of  Devonlbire  was  made 
fteward  of  the  houfehold  :  Lord  Townfliend  and  Mr. 
Stanh  pc  were  appointed  fecretaries  of  ftate  :  the  poft  of 
fecretary  for  Scotland  was  beftowed  upon  the  Duke  of 
Montrofe*  The  Duke  of  Somerfet  was  conftituted  ma« 
fter  of  the  horfe  :  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban*s  captain  of  the 
band  of  penfioners  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle  commander 
in  chief  of    the    forces    in    Scotland.      Mr.  Pukeney 
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became  fecretary  at  war  ;  and  Mr»  Walpole,  whd  had  ai* 
ready  undertaken  to  matidge  the  fioufe  of  Conmions^  wa» 
i7H*      gratified  with  the  double  pkct  of  pa[}miafter  to  the  tumy 
and   to  Chelfea-hofpital.      A'  new  privy-council  was  ap- 
pointed, and  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  declared  prefident: 
but  all  affairs  of  confequehce  were  concerted  by  a  cabinet- 
council,  or  junto,  compofed  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^ 
the  Earls  of  Nottingham  and  Sunderland,  the  Lords  Hal- 
lifax,  Townftend,  and  Somers,  and  General  Stanhope. 
The  regency  had  already  removed  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps 
and  the  Arcbbifhop  of  Armagh  from  the  office  of  lords 
juftices  in  Ireknd,  and  filled  their  p^es  in  the  regency  of 
that  kingdom  with  the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin  and  the  Earl 
©f  Kildare.     Allan  Brodcrick  was  appointed  chancellor: 
another  privy*-oouncil  was  formed  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  was  named  as  one  of  the  members.     The  Treafury 
and  Admiralty  were  put  into  commiffion  :  all  the  govern- 
Itients  were  changed  5  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  nation 
was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Whigs*  '  At  the  fame 
time,  ribe  Prince-Royal   was  declared  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  took  his  place  in  council.    The  King  was  congratu- 
lated on  his  acceffion  in  addrefles  from  the  two  unh^eriities, 
and  from  all  the  cities  and  coi'^porations  in  the  kingdom. 
He  exprefled  particular  fatisfadlion  at  thcfe  expreffions  of 
loyalty  and  afFedion.     He   declared  in  council  his  firm 
purpofc  to  fupport  and  maintain  the  churches  of  England 
and  Scotland  as  they  were  by  law  eftabliflied.     An  aim 
which  he  imagined  might  be   effeftually   accomplifhed, 
without  impairing  the  toleration  allowed  by   law  to  pro- 
teftant  diflenters,  and  fo  neceflary  to  the  trade  and  riches 
of  the  kingdom  :    he,  moreover,  affured  them  he  would 
earneftly  endeavour  to  render  property  fecure  ;    the  good 
cfFeds  of  which  were  no  where  fo  clearly  feen  as  in  this 
happy  nation.     Before  the  coronation  he  created  fome  new 
peers,   and  others  were  promoted  to  higher  titles**    On 
I  the 

•  JameSy  Lord  Chandos,  was  created  Earl  of  Caernarvon— Lewis,  Lord 
Rockingham,  Earl  of  that  name— Charles,  Lord  OHulton,  Earl  of  Tanker- 
▼ille— Charles,  Loifd  HaUifax,  Earl  of  Hallifax«— Hcncage,  Lord  Gucrnfcy, 

Earl 
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tlie  twentieth  day  of  OAober,  he  was  crowned  in  Weft** 
minfter  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  at  which  the  ^arl  of 
Oxford  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  affifted*.  On  that  very  17V4. 
day,  the  umverfity  of  Oxford,  in  full  convocation,  unani- 
moufly  conferred  the  degree  of  dodor  of  civil  law  on  Sir 
Coaflantine  Phipps,  with  particular  marks  of  honour  and 
efteem.  As  the  French  King  was  faid  to  pxotradl  the  de-  ' 
molition  pf  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Prior  received  orders  to  pre- 
fent  a  memorial  to  haften  this  work,  and  to  prevent  the 
canal  of  Mardyke  from  being  finifhed.  The  anfwer  wrhich 
he  received  being  deemed  equivocal,  this  minifter  was  re* 
called,  and  the  Earl  of  Stair  appointed  ambafTador  to  the ' 
court  of  France,  where  he  profecuted  this  affair  'with  un« 
common  vigour.  About  the  fame  time.  General  Cado- 
gan  was  fent  as  plenipotentiary  to  Antwerp,  to  adift  at  the 
barrier-treaty,  negociated  thire  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  States-General. 

§  VIL  Mean  while,  the  number  of  the  malcontents  in 
England  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  King's  attach- 
ment to  the  Whig  faftion.  The  clamour  of  the  church's 
being  in  danger  was  revived  j  jealoufies  were  excited  j 
Heditious  libels  difperfed  ;  and  dangerous  tumuks  raifed 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Birmingham,  Briftol, 
Chippenham,  Norwich,  and  Reading  were  filled  with 
licentious  riot.  The  party  cry  was,  "  Down  with 
««  the  Whigs  !  Sacheverel  for  ever  !""  Many  gentleman 
of  the  Whig  fadlion  were  abufed ;  magiftratea  in  towns, 
andjuftices  in. the  coilntry,  were  reviled  and  infulted  by 
the  populace  in  the  execution  of  their  office.  The  Pre- 
tendei  took  this  opportunity  to  tranfmit,  by  the  French 
mail,   copies  of  a  printed  manifefto  to  the    Dukes  of 

T  3  Shrewlbury, 

Earl  of  Aylesford — John,  Lord  Hervcy,  Earl  of  Briftol — Thomas,  Lord  Pcl- 
ham,  Earl  of  Clare -Henry,  Earl  of  Thomond,  in  Ireland,  ViCcount  Tad- 
<ca{ler«— James,  Vifcount  Caftleton,  in  Ireland,  Baron  Sanderfon — Bennet, 
Lord  Sherrard,  in  Ireland,  Baron  of  Harborough—Gervafe,  Lord  Plerrepoint, 
In  Ireland,  Baron  Pierrcpoint,  in  the  county  of  Bucks^Henry  Boyl«,  Baron  of 
Carleton,  in  the  county  of  York^Sir  Richard  Temple,  Baron  of  Cobham— 
.  Henry,  Lord  Paget,  Earl  of  Uxbridge. 

•  In  the  month  of  Oaobcr,  the  Princefs  of  Wales  arrived  in  England,  witli 
tuts  two  eldeft  daughters,  the  Princeil^s  Aoac  and  Amelia* 
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Shrewfbury,  Marlborough,  Argyle,  and  other  noblemen  * 
of  the  firft  diftinftion.  In  this  declaration,  he  mentioned 
17^1^,  the  good  intentions  of  his  lifter  towards  him,  which  were  ■ 
.prevented  by  her  deplorable  death.  He  obferved  that  his 
people,  inftead  of  doing  him  and  themfelves  juftice,  had 
proclaimed  for  their  king  a  foreign  prince,  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  and  inconteftable  laws  of  hereditary  right, 
which  their  pretended  affcs  of  fettlement  could  never  ab- 
rogate. Thefe  papers  being  delivered  to  the  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  the  King  refufed  an  audience  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lamberti,  minifter  from  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  on  the  fupr 
pofition  that  this  manifefto  could  not  have  been  prepared 
or  tranfmitted  without  the  knowledge  and  countenance 
of  his  mafter.  The  Marquis  having  communicated  this 
circumftance  to  the  Duke,  that  prince  abfolutely  denied 
his  having  been  privy  to  the  tranfadion,  and  declared  that 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  came  into  Lorraine  by  the 
direftions  of  the  French  King,  whom  the  Duke  could 
not  difoblige  without  expofing  his  territories  to  invafion. 
Notwithftanding  this  apology,  the  Marquis  was  given  to 
underftand,  that  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  an  audience 
until  the  Pretender  (hould  be  removed  from  the  dominions 
of  his  mafter  :  he,  therefore,  quieted  the  kingdom  without 
further  hefitation.  Religion  was  ftill  mingled  in  all  po- 
litical difputes.  The  high-church-nicn  complained  that 
impiety  and  herefy  daily  gained  ground,  from  the  con- 
nivance, or  at  leaft  the  fupine  negligence  of  the  Whig 
prelates.  The  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  had,  before 
the  Queen's  death,  declared  that  a  book  publiflied  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Clarke,  under  the  title  of  ^*  The  Scripture- 
f^  Do6trine  of  the  Trinity,'*  contained  aflertions  contrary 
to  the  catholick  hith.  Theyfent  up  extracts  from  this 
performance  to  the  bifliopsj  and  the  Dodor  wrote  an 
^nfwer  to  their  objeflions.  He  was  prevailed  upon  to 
write  an^pology,  which  he  prefented  to  the  Upper  Houfe  ; 
but  apprehending  it  might  be  publiflied  feparately,  and 
mifunderftpod,  he  afterwards  delivered  an  explanation  tp 
jhe  Bifliop  of  London,  This  was  fatisfadory  to  the 
4-  WA^op^  I 
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bifhops ;  but  the  Lower  Houfe  refolved,  that  it  was  no 
recantation  of  his  heretical  affertions,  -The  difputes  about 
the  Trinity  increafing,  the  archbifhops  and  bifhops  re-  1714. 
ceived  directions,  which  were  .publiChed,  for  preferving 
unity  ^in  the  church,  the  purity  of  the  chriftian  faith  conr 
cerning  the  holy  Trinity,  and  for  maintaining  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  ftate.  By  thefe  every  preacher  was  rcr 
firidled  from  delivering  any  other  do^rine  than  what  i$ 
contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures  with  refped  to  the  Tri- 
nity ;  and  from  intermeddling  in  any  affairs  of  ftate  or 
government.  The  like  prohibition  was  extended  to  thofe 
who  £hould  write,  harangue,  or  difpute  on  thQ  fame? 
fubjedts. 

§  VIII.  The  parlianient  being  diflblvcd,  another  was 
called  by  a  very  extraordinary  proclamation,  in  which  the 
King  complained  of  the  evil  defigns  of  men  difafFeiled  to 
his   fucceflion ;  and    of  their  having  mifreprefented   his 
conduft  and  principles.     He  mentioned  the  perplexity  of 
publick  affairs,  the  interruption  of  commerce, \  and  the 
heavy  debts  of  the  nation.     He  exprefTed  his  hope  that  his 
loving  fubje£l$  would  fend  up  to  parliament  the  fitteft  per-- 
fons   to  redrefs  the   prefent  difordcrs;  and  that,  in    the 
eledions,  they  would  have  a.  particular  regard  to  fuch  as 
had  exprefTed  a  firm  attachment  to  the  proteftant  fucceflion 
when  it  was  in  danger.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  pro- 
teftant fucceflion  was  ever  in  danger.     How  then  was  this 
declaration  to  be   interpreted?     People   in  general  con- 
ftrued  it  intt)  a  defign  to   maintain  party-diftindlions,  and 
encourage  the  Whigs  to  the  full  exertion  of  their  influ- 
ence in  the  eledions;  into  a  renunciation  of  the  Tories  ; 
and  as  the  firft  flafb  of  that  vengeance  which  afterwards 
was  feen  to  burft  upon  the  heads  of  the   late   miniftry. 
When  the   Earl  of  Strafford  returned  from  Holland,  aU 
his   papers   were  fcifed  by  an  order  from  the  fecretary's 
office.     Mf .  Prior  was  recalled  from  France,  and  promifed 
to  difcover   all  he  knew  relating   to  the  condu6t  of  Ox- 
ford's adminiftration.     Uncommon  vigour  was  exerted  on 
both  fides  i(i  the  eledions;  but,  by  dint  of  the  monied-in-^ 
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tereft,  which  prevailed  in  moft  of  the  corporations  through 
the  kingdom,  and  the  countenance  of  the  miniftry,  which 
i7'4*  will  always  have  weight  with  neeiy  and  venial  eleflors,  a 
great  majority  of  Whigs  was  returned  both  in  England 
and  Scotland* 

§  IX.   When  this   new   parliament  aflfembled  on  the 
ieveivteenth  day  of  March  at  Weftminfter,  Mr.   Spencer 
Compton  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Commons.     On  the 
twenty-firft  day  of  ihe  month,  the  King  appeared  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  delivered  to  the  Chancellor  a  written 
fpeech,  which  was  read  in  prefence  of  both  Houfes.     His 
Majefty  thanked  his  faithful  and  loving  fubjeds  for  that 
zeal  and  firmnefs  they  had  fhown  in  defenfe  of  the  pro- 
teftant  fucceflion,  againft  all  the  open  and  fee  ret  pra£lices 
which  had  been    ufed  to  defeat  it.     He  told  them,    that 
feme  conditions  of  the  peace,  eflential  to  the  fecurity  'and 
trade  of  Great-Britain,  ^vere  not  yet  duely  executed ;   and 
that  the  performance  of  the  whole  might  be  looked   upon 
as  precarious,  until  defenfive  alliances   ihould  be  formed 
to  guarantee  the  prefent  treaties.     He  obferved,    that   the 
Pretender  bpafted  of  the  affiftanceheexpe£led  in  England, 
to  repair  his  former  di (appointments:  that  great  part  of 
the  national  trade  was  rendered  impracticable  :  and  that  the 
publick  debts  were  furprifingly  increafed,  even  fince  the 
fatal  ceflation  of  arms.     He  gave  the  Commons  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  branches  of  the  revenue  formerly  granted 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil   government   were  fo  far  en- 
cumbered and   alienated,  that  the  produce  of  the  funds 
which  remained,  and  had  been  granted  to  him,  would  fall 
ihort  of  what   was  at   firft  defigned  for  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  :  that  as  it  was  his,  and 
their  happinefs  to  fee  a  Prince  of  Wales  who  might  in  due 
time  fucceed  him  on  the  throne;  and   to  fee  him  blefled 
with  many  children ;  thefe  circumftances  would  naturally 
pccafion  an  expenfe  to  which  the  nation  had  not  bceri  for 
many  years  accuftomed ;   and,    therefore,  he  did  not  doubt 
\\xX.  they  would  think  of  it  with  that  affed^ion  which  he 
^  j>ad  reafon  to  hope  from  his  Commpns,     He  defired   that 
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no  unhappy  divi&ons  of  parties  might  divert  them  from 
pvrfutng  the  coninion  intereft  of  their  country.  He  de- 
cbred  that  the  eftaUiflied  conftitution  in  church  and  ilate  1714 
fbould  be  the  rule  of  his  government ;  and  that  the  happi* 
nefs,  eafe,  and  profperity,  of  his  people  ftiould  be  the 
chief  care  of  his  Ufe.  He  concluded  with  expreffing  his 
confidence,  that  with  their  aiSftance  he  (hould  dffappoint 
the  deftgns  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  deprive  him  of  that 
bleffing  which  he  moft  valued,  the  affecSlion  of  his  people. 

§  X.    Speeches  fuggefted  by  a  vindi£i:ive   miniftry  better 
became  the  leader  of  an  incenfed  party,  than  the  father 
and  fovereignof  a  divided  people.     This  declaration  por- 
tended meafures  which  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  crown  to 
avoid,  and  fuited  the  temper  of  the  majority  in  both  Houfes, 
iwhich  breathed  nothing^  but  dcftru<Sionto  their  political 
adverfaries.     The  Lords,  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  ppo- 
fefled  their  hppethat  his  Majefty,  affifted  by  the  parliament, 
ivould  be  able  to  recover  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  in 
foreign  parts,  the  lofs  of  which  they  hoped  to  convince  the 
v^fld  by  their  adlions  was  by  no  means  to  be  imputed  to 
the  nation  in  general.     The  Tories  faid  this  was  an  in- 
vidious   reflexion,    calculated  to  miflead  and  inflame  the 
people;  for  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  had  never  bee» 
fo  high  as  at  this  very  j  unfture.     The  Commons  pretended 
aftonifliment  to  find  that  any  conditions  of  the  late  peace 
fhould  not  yet  be  duely  executed  5  and  that  care  was  not 
taken  to  form  fuch  alliances  as   might  have  rendered  the 
peace  not  precarious.     They  declared  their  refolution  to 
enquire  into  thefe  fatal  mifcarriages  ;   to  trace  out    thofe 
meafures   whereon    the  Pretender  placed  his  hopes,  and 
bring  the  authors  of  them  to  condign  punifhment,     Thefe 
addreffes  were  not  voted  without  oppofition.     Ih  the  Houftr 
of  Lords,  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham  and    Shrewfbury, 
the  Earl  of  An^lefey,  the  Archbifliop  of  York,  and  other 
peers,  both  fecular  and  ecclefiaflical,  obferved,  that  their 
addrefs  was  injurious  to  the  late  Queen's  memory,  and 
would  fcrveonly-to'increafe  thofe  unhappy  divifions  that 
diftrafled  the* kingdom.    In  the  JLowerHoufCj  Sir  William- 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  Rromley,  Mr.  Shippen,  General  Rofs, 
_  Sir  William  Whitelock,  and  other  members,  took  ex- 

1714.       ceptions  to  paflages  of  the  fame  natuVe,  in  the  addrefs 
which  the  Commons  had  prepared.     They  were  anfwered 
by  Mr*   Walpole,    Mr.   Pulteney,    and    Mr.  Secretary 
Stanhope.     Thefe  gentlemen   took  occafion   to  declare, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  which  had  been  ufed 
to  prevent  a  difcovery  of  the  late  mifmaqagements,  by  con- 
veying away  feveral  papers  from  the  fecretary's  office,  yet 
the  government  had   fufficient  evidence  left,  to  prove  the 
late  miniftry  the  moft  corrupt   that  ever  fat  at  the  helm: 
that  thofe  matters  would  foon  be  laid  before  the  Houfe^ 
when  it  would  appear  that  a  certain  £ngli(h  general  had 
a£ted  in  concert  with,  if  not  received  orders  from,  Maref- 
chal  de  Villars.  .  Lord  Bolingbroke,   who   had   hithertQ 
appeared  in  publick,  as  ufual,  with  remarkable  ferenity, 
and  fpoke  in  the  Houfe '  of  Lords  with  great  freedom  and 
confidence,  thought  it  was. now  high  time  toconfult  his 
«       /'        perfonal  fafety.     He  accordingly  withdrew  to  the  conti- 
Torcy.         nent,  leaving  a  letter  which  was  afterwards    printed  in  his 
Boiin*brokc  juftification.     In  this  paper,  he  declared  he  had   received 
Voltaise.    '  certain  and   repeated   informations  that  a  refolution  was 
taken  to  purfue  him  to  the  fcafFold :  that  if  there  had  beea 
theleaft  reafon  to  fippe  for  a  fair   and  open   tryal,  after 
having  been  already  , prejudged,    unheard,   by   the    two 
^         Houfes  of  parliament,  he  fhould    not  have  declined  the 
ft riSeft  examination.     He  challenged  the  moft  inveterate 
of  his  enemies  to   produce  any  one  inftance  of  criminal 
correfpondence,  or  the  leaft  corruption  in  any  part  of  the 
adminiftration  in  which  he  was  concerned.     He  faid,  if 
\  his  zeal  for  the  honour  ^nd  dignity  of  his  royal  miftrefs, 
and  the  true  intereft  of  his  country,  had  any  where  tran- 
fported  him  to  let  (lip  a  warm   and  unguarded  expreffion, 
he  hoped  the  moft  favourable  interpretation  would  be  put 
upon  it.      He  affirmed  that  he  had  ferved  her  Majefty 
faithfully  and  dutifully,  in  that  efpecially  which  fhehad 
moft  at  heart,  relieving  her  people  from  a  bloody  and  ex* 
pc.nfive  war  J  and  that  he  bad  always  been  too  much  aa 
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Englifhman  to  facrifice  the  intereft  of  his  country  to  any 
foreign  ally  whatfoever. 

§  XL  In  the  mtdft  of  all  this   violence  againft  the  late     Aa/1715, 
minifters,  friends  were  not  wanting  to  efpoufe  their  caufe  in 
theface  of  oppofition;   and  even  in  fome  addrefles  to   the 
King  their  condu£l  was  juftified.     Nay,  fome  individuals 

« 

had  courage  enough  to  attack  the  prefent  adminiftration. 
When  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  confiderthe  King's  proclamation  for  calling  a  new  par- 
liament. Sir  William  Whitelocke,  member  for  the  uni- 
verJity  of  Oxford,  boldly  declared  it  was  unprecedented 
and  unwarrantable.  Being  calFed  upon  to  explain  him- 
felf,  he  made  an  apology.  Neverthelefs,  Sir  William 
Wyndham  rifing  up,  faid  the  proclamation  was  not  only 
unprecedented  and  unwarrantable,  but  even  of  dangerous 
confequence  to  the  very  being  of  parliaments.  When 
challenged  to  juftify  his  charge,  heobferved,  that  every 
member  was  free  to  fpeak  his  thoughts.  Some  exclaimed, 
**  The  Tower  I  the  Tower !"  A  warm  debate  enfued  ; 
Sir  William  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  was  accompanied 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty- nine  members  j  and  thofe  who 
remained  in  the  Houfe  refolved.  That  he  Ihould  be  re- 
primanded by  the  Speaker.  He  was  accordingly  rebuked,  . 
for  having  prefumed  to  refleft  on  his  Majefjy's  procla- 
mation, and  having  made  an  unwarrantable  ufe  of  the 
freedom  of  fpeech  granted  by  his  Majefty.  '  Sir  William 
faid  he  was  not  confcious  of  having  offered  any  indignity 
to  his  Majefty,  or  of  having  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege :  that  -he  acquiefced  in  the  determination  of  the 
Houfe ;  but  had  no  thanks  to  give  to  thofe  gentlemen 
who,  under  pretence  of  lenity,  had  fubjeded  him  to  this 
cenfare.  / 

§  XII.  On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  General  Stanhope 
delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fourteen  volumes, 
confifting  of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  late  negociations 
of  peace  and  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  Ceffation  of  arms; 
and  moved  that  they  might  be  referred  to  a  fele(^  com- 
mittee of  twenty  perfons,  who  ihould  digeft  the  fubftance 
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of  fthetn  under  proper  heads,  and  report  them,  with  their 
obfervations  to  the  Houfe.  One  more  was  added  to  the 
1715.  number  of  this  fecret  committee,  which  was  chofen  by 
ballot ;  and  met  that  fame  evening.  Robert  Walpole, 
original  chairman,  being  taken  ill,  was  fucceeded  in  that 
place  by  Mr.  Stanhope.  The  whole  number  was  fub< 
divided  into  three  committees :  to  each  a  certain  nuniber 
of  books  was  allotted ;  and  they  carried  on  the  enquiry 
with  great  eagernefs  and  expedition^  Before  this  meafure 
was  taken,  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  Bifhop  of  Sarum,  died  of  a 
-pleuritick  fever,  in  the  feventy-fecond  year  of  his  age : 
Immediately  after  the  committee  had  begun  to  a£t,  the 
Whig  party  loft  one  of  their  warmeft  champions,  by  the 
death  of  the  Marquu^  of  Wharton,  a  noblepian  poflelled 
of  happy  talents  for  the  cabinet,  the  fenate,  and  the  com- 
mon fcene$  of  life  ;  talents,  which  a  life  of  pleafure  and  li- 
bertinifm  did  not  prevent-  him  from  employing  with  fur- 
prifing  vigour  and  application.  The  committee  of  the 
Lower  Houfe  taking  the  civil-lifi:  into  confideradon,  ex- 
amined feveral  papers  relatijig  to  that  revenue.  The  To- 
ries obferved,  that  from  the  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
granted  annually  taKing  William,  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
were  allotted  to  the  late  Queen,  when  Priacefs  of  Denmark; 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefler ;  and 
twice  that  fum  as  a  dowry  to  James's  Queen  :  that  near 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  yearly  deduced 
from  the  revenues  of  the  late  Queen's  civil-lift,  and  ap- 
plied to  otfaev  ufes ;  notwithfianding  which  dedudibn, 
&t  had  honourably  maintained  her  family,  and  fupported 
the  dignity  of  the  crown.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
fome  warm  altercation  paiTed  between  Lprd  Guernfey  and 
one  of  the  members,  who  affirmed  that  the  late  miniftry 
had  ufed  the  Whigs,,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  nation  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  nothing  they  fhould  fufFer  could  be 
deemed  a  hardfhip.  At  length,  the  Houfe  agreed  that  the 
fum  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  clear  fliould  he 
granted   for  the  civil-Jift  during  his  Majefty's   life.    A 

mot-ion  being  madp  for  an-  addrefs  againft  penfioos,  it  was 
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cppofed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  over-rided  by  the  tnsjority^ 
Xhe  Lords  pafled  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land-forces, 
with  fome  amendments.  nig 

§  XIII.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  Sir  John  Norris 

lailed  ^ith  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  the  Baltick,   in  order  ta 

protefik  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  which    had  fuffered 

from  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  caufed  all  fhips  trading  to 

thofe  parts  tobefeifed  and  confifcated.     That  prince  bad 

rejedcd  the^treaty  of  neutrality  concerted  by  the  allies  for 

the  fecurity  of  the  empire ;  and  confidered  the   Englifii 

and  Dutch  as  his  enemies.     Theminifiers  of  England  and 

the  States*General  had  prefented  memorials  to  the  regenc|r 

of  Sweden ;  but  finding  norcdrefs,  they  refolved  to  protecb 

their  tradeby  fwce  of  arms.     After  the  Swedifli  general 

Steenboch  and  his  army  "were  made  prifoners.    Count 

Wellen  concluded  a  tceaty  with  the  adminiftrator  of  Hol- 

ftein-Gottorp,  by  which  the  towns  of  Stetin  and  Wiftna. 

were  fequeftered  into  the  hands  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

The  adminiftrator  engaged  to  fecure  them,  and  all  the  reft: 

of  Swedifti  Pomerania,  from  .the  Poles  and  Mufcovites.; 

but,  as  the  governor  of  Pomerania  refufed  to  comply  with 

this  treaty,  thofe  allies  inar<:hed  into  the  province,  fubdued 

the  ifland  of  Rugen,  and  ^iged   Stetin  to  furrender. 

Thenthe  governor  confented  to  thefequeftfation,  and  paid 

to  the  Poles  and  Mufcovites  four  hundred  thoufand 'riic- 

dollars,  to  indemnify  them  for  the  expencc  of  the  fjege. 

TheK-ing  of  Sweden  retut^fng  from  Turkey,  rgeded  the 

treaty  of  fequeftration,  and  infiftcd  upon  Stetin's  being 

reftored,  without  his  repaying  the  money.     As  this  mo- 

:narch  likewife   tiireatened   to    invade    the  tcledorate  of 

Saxony,  and'cha;ftife  his  falfe.  friends.  King  George,  for 

the  fecurity  of  his  German  dominions,  concluded  a  treaty 

with  the  King 'of  Denmark;   by   which  the  duchies  of 

Bremen  and   Verden,  which  had   been  taken  from   the 

Swede  in  -his  abfence,  were  made  over  to  his  Britannick 

Majefty,  on  condition  that  he  fliould  immediately  declare 

war  againft  Sweden.     Accordingly,  he  took  pofleflion  of 

the  duchies  in   Odober;  publi&ed  a  declaration  of  war 

againft: 
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againft  Charles  in  his  German  dominions;  and  detachci 

fix  thoufand  Hanoverians  to  join   the  Danes  and  Pruffians 

1715.       in  Fomerania,     Thefe  allies  reduced  the  iflands  of  Rugcn 

and   Uledon,  and  attacked  the  towns   of   Wifmkr  and 

Stralfund,  from  which   laft  place  Charles  was  obliged  to 

retire   in  a  veflel  to   Schonen.     He  aflembled  a  body  of 

troops,  with  which  he  propofed  to  pafs  the  Sound  upon 

the  ice,  and  attack  Copenhagen ;  but  was  difappointed  by 

a  fudden  thaw.     Neverthelefs,    he    refufed  to  return  to 

Stockholm,  which  he  had  not  feen  for  fixteen  years;  but 

remained  at  Carlefcroon,  in  order  to  haftenhis  fleet  for  the 

relief  of  Wifmar. 

§  XIV.  The  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  difafFe<3:ion  feemed 
to  gain  ground  every  day    in  England. .   Notwithflanding 
proclamations  againft  riots,  and  orders  of  the  juftices  for 
maintaining  the  peace,  repeated  tumults  wereraifed  by  the 
malcontents    in  the  cities  of  London   and  Weftminfter. 
Thofe  who  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  the  King's  birth- 
day with  the  ufual    marks  of  joy  and  fcftivity  were  in- 
fulted    by  the   populace ;  but,  next  day,   which  was  the 
anniverfary  of  the  reftoration,  the  whole  city  was  lighted 
up  with  bonfires  and  illuminations,   and   echoed  with  the 
found  of  mirth  and   tumultuous  rejoicing.     Thd  people 
even  obliged   the  life-guards  who   patroled  through  the 
ftreets,  to  join  in  the  cry  of  *«  High-church  and  Ormond!" 
and  in  Smithfield  they  burned  a  pidureof  King  William. 
Thirty  perfons  were  imprifoned   for  being  concerned  in 
thefe  riots.     One  Bournois,  a  fchoolmafter,  who  aflirraed 
that  King  George  had  no  right  to  the  crjown,  was  tried, 
and  fcourged  through  the  city,  with  fuch  feverity,  that  in 
a  few  days  he  expired   in  the  utmoft  torture.     A  frivolous 
incident  ferved  to   increafe  the   popular  ferment.    The 
Ihirts  allowed  to  the  firft  regiment  of  guards,  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  were  fo  coarfe,   that  the 
foldiers  could  hardly  be   perfuaded  to  wear  them.     Some 
were  thrown  into   the  garden  of  the  King's  palace,  and 
into  that  which  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
A  detachment,  in  marching  through  the  city,  produced 
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tbemto  the  view  of  the  fhopkeepers  and  paffengers,  cx- 
clafming,  **  Thefe  are  the  Hanover  {hi rts.'*  The  cpurt 
being  informed  of  this  clamour,  ordered  thofe  new  (hirts  1715, 
to  4)e  burned  immediately:  but  even  this  facrifice,  and 
an  advertifement  publifhed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
in  his  own  vindication,  did  not  acquit  that  general  of  a 
fufpicion  that  he  was  concerned  in  this  mean  fpecies  of 
peculation,  A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was  offered  by  the 
government  to  any  perfon  that  would  difcoverone  Captain 
"Wight,  who,  by  an  intercepted  letter,  appeared  to  be 
difaffefted  to  King  George  ;  and  Mr.  George  JefFeries  was 
feifed  at  Dublin,  with  a  packet  directed  to  Dr.  Jonathan 
Swift,  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  Several  treafonable  papers 
being  found  in  this  packet,  weretranfmitted  to  England  : 
JefFeries  was  obliged  to  give  bail  for  his  appearance j  and 
Swift  thought  proper  to  abfcond. 

§  XV.  The  Houfe  of' Lords,  todemonftrate  their  abhor- 
rence of  all  who  fhould  engage  in  confpiracies  againft  their 
fovereign,  rejected  with  indignation  a  petition  prefented 
to  them  in  behalf  of  Blackburn,  Caflils,  Bernarde,  Mel- 
drum,  and  Chambers,  who  had  hitherto  continued  pri- 
Toners,  for  having  confpircd  againft  the  life  of  King 
William.  On  the  ninth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Walpole, 
as  chairman  of  the  fecret  committee,  declared  totheHoufe 
of  Commons,  that  the  report  was  ready  5  and  in  the 
mean  time  moved.  That  a  warrant  might  be  iflTued  by  Mr, 
Speaker  for  apprehending  feverai  perfons,  particularly  Mr. 
Matthew  Prior  and  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  who  being  in 
the  Houfe,  were  immediately  taken  into  cuflody.  Then 
he  recited  the  report,  ranged  under  thefe  different  heads: 
the  clandeftine  negociation  with  Monfieur  Menager:  the 
extraordinary  meafures  purfued  to  form  the  congrefs  at 
Utrecht :  the  trifling  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  by 
the  conniyance  of  the  Britifh  minifters  :  the  negociation 
about  the  renunciation  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  :  the  fatal 
fnfpenfion  of  arms  :  the  feifure  of  Ghent  and  Bruges^  in 
order  to  diflrefs  the  allies  and  favour  the  French :  the 
Duke  of  Ormond's  ading  in  concert  with  the  French 
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general :  the  Lord  Bolingbroke's  journey  to  France,  io 
negociate  a  feparate  peace  :  Mr,  Prior's  and  the  Duke  of 
J715.  Shrewfbury's  negociation  in  France:  the  precipitate  cpn- 
clufion  of  the  peace  at  Utrecht.  The  report  being  read^ 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  moved.  That  the  coniideration  of 
it  (hould  be  adjourned  to  a  certain  day ;  and  that  in  the^ 
mean  time  the  report  fhould  be  printed  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members:  he  was.  feconded  by  the  Tories:  a  debate 
cnfUed ;  and  the  motion  was  rejedled  by  a  great  majority. 

§  XVL  This  point  being  gained,  Mr.  Walpole  im- 
peached Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbrokeof  high-treafon, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  declared  his  opinion,  that  nothing  mentioned  in  the 
report,  in  relation  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  amounted  to  high- 
trcafon ;  and  General  Rofs  expreffed  the  fame  fentiment. 
Then  Lord  Coningfby  ftanding  up,  *'  The  \yorthy  chair- 
'^  man  (faid  he)  has  impeached  the  hand,  but  I  impeach 
*^  the  head  :  he  has  impeached  the  clerk,  and  I  the  juftice: 
**  he  has  impeached  the  fcholar,  and  I  the  mafter.  I 
**  impeach  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer 
•'  of  high-treafon,  and  other  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.'* 
Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  the  Earl's  brother,  fpoke  in  vindi- 
cation of  thatminifter.  He  affirmed  he  had  done  nothing 
but  by  the  immediate  command  of  his  fovereign :  that  the 
peace  was  a  good  peace,  and  approved  as  fuch  by  two  par- 
liaments; and  that  the  fa£ts  charged  to  him  in  the  report 
amounted  only  to  mifdemeanours  :  if  the  fantSion  of  a  par- 
liament, which  is  the  reprefentative  and  legiflature  of  the 
nation,  be  not  fufficient  to  protedl  a  minifter  from  the 
vengeance  of  his  enemies,  he  can  have  ;io  fecurity.  Mr. 
Auditor  Foley,  the  Earl's  brother-in-law,  made  a  fpeech 
to  the  fame  purpofe :  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  a  ftaunch  Whig, 
and  member  of  the  fecret  committee,  expreiled  his  doubt, 
whether  they  had  fufficient  matter  or  evidence  to  impeach 
the  Earl  of  high-treafon.  Neverthelefs,  the  Houfe  rc- 
folved  to  impeach  him,  without  a  divifion.  When  he 
appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  next  day,  he  found  him- 
felf  avoided  by  his  brother  peers,  as  infedious^  and  retired 
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"with  figns  of  confufion.  Prior  and  Harley  having  been 
examined  by  fuolt  of  the  committee  as  were  juftices  of  the 
peace  for  Middlefex,  Mr.  Walpole  informed  the  Houfe 
that  matters  of  fuch  importance  appeared  in  Prior's  exami- 
nation,  that  hewas  directed  to  move  them  for  that  mem- 
ber's being  clofely  confined.  Prior  was  accordingly  im- 
priibned,  and  cut  off  from  all  communication.  On  the 
twenty-firft,  day  of  June,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  im- 
peached James,  Duke  of  Ormond,  of  high-treafon,  and 
other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  Mr.  ArciAbald 
Hutchinfon,  one  of  the  commi/Iioners  of  trade,  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  Duke.  He  expatiated  on  his  noble  birth 
and  qualifications  :  he  enumerated  the  great  fervices  per- 
formed to  the  crown  and  nation  by  his  grace  and  his  an- 
ceftors  :  he  obferved,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  late 
condud,  he  had  only  obeyed  the  Queen's  commands  ;  and 
he  affirmed  that  all  the  allegations  againft  him  could  not^ 
in  the  rigour  of  the  law,  be  conftrued  into  high-treafon, 
Mr  .^Hutchinfon  was  feconded  by  General  Lumley,  who 
urged  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  on  all  occafions 
given  fignal  proofs  of  his  zSe&ion  for  his  country,  as 
well  as  of  perfonal  courage ;  and  that  he  had  generoufly 
expended  the  beft  part  of  his  eftate,  by  living  abroad  in  a 
moft  noble  and  fplendid  manner,  'for  the  hbnour  of  his 
fovereign.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  faid,  if  there  was  room  for 
mercy,  he  hoped  it  would  be  fhown  to  that  noble,  ge- 
nerous, and  courageous  peer,  who  had  in  a  courfe  o^ 
many  years  exerted  thofe  great  accomplifhments  for  the 
good  and  honour  of  his  country :  that,  as  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  HI.  on  which  the  charge  of  high-treafon  againft 
him  was  to  be  grounded,  had  been  mitigated  by  fubfequent 
ads,  the  Houfe  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  take  ad« 
vantage  of  that  a£b  againft  the  Duke,  but  only  impeach 
him  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  General  Rofs, 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  the  fpeakers  of  that  party, 
did  not  abandon  the  Duke  in  this  emergency :  but  all  their 
arguments  and  eloquence  were  loft  upon  the  other  fadlion, 
by  which  they  were  greatly  outnumbered.  The  queftion 
Vol.  II.  U  being 
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being  put,  was  carried  for  the  impeachtnent  of  the  DufeiC 
of  Ormond,  who  perceiving  every  thing  condadMI  by  M 
furious  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  that  hexould  not  expe&  the 
benefit  of  an  impartial  trial,  confulted  his  awn  fafety,  by 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  kingdom^  On  the  twenty** 
fecond  day  of  June,  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  likeWife 
impeached  by  Mr.  Aiflaby,  for  having  advifed  the  fatal 
fufpeniion  of  arms,  and  the  feifing  of  Ghent  aild  Bruges  i 
^  well  as  for  having  treated  the  moft  ferene  houfe  of 
Hanover  with  infolence  and  contempt.  He  was  alfo  dfe-* 
fended  by  his  friends,  but  overpowered  by  his  enemies. 

§  XVII.  When  the  articles  againft  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
were  read  in  the  Houfe,  a  warm  debate  arofe  upon  the 
eleventh,  by  which  he  was  charged  with  having  advifed 
the  French  King  in  what  manner  Tournay  might  be 
gained  from  the  States-General.  The  queftiOn  being p>iit^ 
Whether  this  article  amounted  to  high^treafon  ?  Sir 
Robert  Raymond,  formerly  follicltor-gtneral,  nutntatned 
the  negative,  and  was  fupported  not  only  by  Sir  William 
Wytidham,  and  the  Tories,  but  alfo  by  Sir  Jofeph  JtkjlU 
This  honed  patriot  faid  it  was  ever  his  principle  to  do 
juftice  to  every  body,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweflr;  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  an  honeft  man  iftever  to  a£k  by  a 
j^iirit  of  party  <  that,  he  hoped  he  might  pretend  to  hftve 
feme  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and  would 
not  fcruple  to  declare,  that,  in  his  judgettient,  the  charge 
In  queftion  did  not  amount  to  high  treaifbn*  JV4r«  Wai*. 
pole  anfwered  with  great  warmth,  that  there  were  feveral 
perfons  both  in  and  out  of  the  committee,  who  did  not 
in  the  leaft  yield  to  that  member  in  point  of  honefty,  and 
who  were  fuperior  to  him  in  the  knowledge  of  the  laira^ 
yet  were  fatisfied  that  the  charge  fpecified  in  the  eltvetith 
article  amounted  to  high-treafon.  This  point  being  de- 
cided againfl:  the  Earl,  and  the  other  articles  approved  by  the 
Houfe,  Lord  Coningfby,  attended  by  the  Whig  members^ 
impeached  the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  the  bar  of  the  Hovft  of 
Lords,  demanding,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  m^C  be 
fequeftered  from  parliament,  and  committed  tofafe  cuftody* 
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A  hiDtion  was  m&de,  that  tke  confideration  of  th6  articles 
might  be  adjourned.  After  a  fiioft  debate  the  altkles 
were  read  :  then  the  Tory  lords  nioved  that  the  jtidges 
xnight  be  confulted.  The  motion  beiiig  rejefted,  anothef 
was  made,  that  the  Earl  (hould  .'be  committed'  to  fafb 
cu{lx)dy  :  this  occaiioned  another  debate,  J n  which  he  hioi- 
felf  fpoke  :to  the  following  purpofe.r  That  the- whole 
charge  might  be  reduced  to  the  ncgofeiations  and  conclu- 
iion  of  the  peace  :  that  the  nation  wanted  a  peace,  he  faid, 
nobody  would  deny  :  that  the  coiiditbns  of  this  peace 
were  as  good  as  could  be  expeded,  cottfidering  the  b^ck« 
ip^ardnefs  and  reluStAticy  which  -fomeof  tbe  aliies &o^wed 
to  come  into  tjie  Queen's  meafures :  that  the  ^oaoe-  w&s 
approved  by  two  fucceffive  parJiaments  :*  that  he-  had  no 
fliarc  m  the  itfFait'  at  Tournay,  which  was  wbdly  sranf^ 
SLQed  by  that  unfosrcuciate  nobleman  who  had  thought  fit 
to  ftep  aflde  :  that,  for  bis  own  part,  4le  always  adied  by 
the  iomnediate  direfiians  and  commandis  of  the  lateQueen^ 
without  oSiandtng  againft  any  known  law;  and,- being 
jiiftified  by  his  own  confcience,  was  unconcerned  f&t  the 
life  of  an  infignificasit  old  man  :  that$  if  miQiflers  of  flate, 
ading  by  the  imosediate  commands  of  their  fovereign,  are 
afterwards  to  be maide  accountable  for  their  pnoceedings, 
itmtghc  one  day  .or-  other  be  the  cafe  with  all  th£mem« 
bers  of  that  aiugufl;  afFembly:  that  he  did  hot  doubt  their. 
lord&ipS)  out  of  regard  to  themfelves,  would  give  htm  an 
equitable  hearing  :  and  that  in  the  profecution  of  the  en- 
quiry it  would  ap|iear  he  had  meritced  not  only  the  in- 
dulgence, but  even  the  favour  of  this  goverranent.  **  My 
*f  lords  (faid  he). I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  youflord- 
**  fhips,  and  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  perhaps  for  ever. 
<^  I  fhall  lay  down  my  life  with  -pleafure  in  a  caufe  fa- 
**  voured  by  my  late  dear  royal  miflrefs.  When  I  con- 
^*  iider  that  I  am  to  be  judged  by  the  juft ice,  honour,  atid 
*^  virtue  of  my  peers,  I  fhall  acquiefce,  and  retire  with 
*^  great  content ;  and,  my  lords,  God's  will  be  done." 
TThe  Duke  of  Shrevjrfbury  having  acquainted  the  Houfe 
tbdt  the  Earl  was  very  much  indifpofed  with  the  gravel, 
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he' wa$fuffered  to  remain  at  his   own  houfe,  in  cuftody 
of  the  black-rod  :  in  his  way  thither  he  was  attended  bjr 
1715.      a  great  multitude  of    people,  crying,    '*  High-church, 
"  Ormond,  and  Oxford,  for  ever  !"    Next  day  he  was 
brought  ta  the  bar  -^  where  he  received  a  copy  of  the  ar- 
ticles,, and  was  allowed  a  month  to  prepare  his  anfwer. 
Though   Dr.  Mead  declared  that  if  the  Earl  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  Tower  bis  life  would  be  in  danger,  it  was  car- 
riedi  on  a  divifiony  that  he  (hould  be  conveyed  thither  on 
the  ^teenth  day  of  July.     During  the  debate,  the  Earl 
of  Anglefey  obferved  that  thefe  impeachments  were  dif- 
agreeaUe  to  the  nation ;  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared  fucb 
violent  meafures  would  make  the  fceptre  ibake  in  the 
King'»  hands.   ^This  expreffionr  kindled  the  whole  Houfe 
into  a  flame.     Spme  members  cried,  ^^  To  the  Tower  I'' 
ibme,  ^^  Ta  order !''    The  Earl  of  Sunderland  declared, 
tjiat  if  thefe  words  had  been>  fpoken  in  another  place  he 
would  have  called  the  perfon  that  fpoke  them  to  an  ac- 
count :  in   the  mean  timcj  he  moved  that  the  noble  lord 
ihould  explain  himfelf.     Anglefey,  dreading  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  Houfe,  was  glad  to  make  an  apology ;  which 
was  aecepted^     The  Earl  of  Oxford  was  attended  to  the 
Tower  by  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  people,  who  did  not 
fcruple  to  exclaim  againft  his  perfecutors.     Tumults  were 
raifed  i»   Staftbrdihire,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
againft  the  Whig  party,  which  had  depreiTed  the  friends 
of  the  church,  and  embroiled  the  nationr     The  Houfe  of 
Commons  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  defiring  that 
the  laws  might  be  vigoroufly  executed  againft  the  rioters. 
They  prepared  the  proclamation-ad,  decreeing  that  if  any 
perfons,  tp  the  number  of  twelve,  unlawfully  aflcmbled, 
jQiouId  continue  together  one  hour  after  having  been  re- 
quired  to  difperfe  by  a  juftice  of  peace  or  other  officer, 
and  heard   the  proclamation  againft  riots  read  in  publick> 
they  (hould  be  deemed  g.uilty  of  felony  without  benefit 
of  clergy. 

§  XVIII.  When  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  to  give  the  royal  aflent  to 

this, 

5 


/ 


G    E    O    R    G    E      1.  ^3 

Als.,  and   fome  other  bills,  he  told  both  Houfes,  that  a 
rebellion  was  adually  begun  at  home ;  aitd  that  the  nation 
^vas  threatened  with  an  invafion  from  abroad.    He,  there-      .17'!^. 
fore,  expefted  that  the  Commons  would  not  leave  the 
Jcingdom   in  a  defenfelefs  condition,  1>ut  enable  him  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  neceflary  for  the  publick 
Xafet]r«    Addrelies  in  the  ufual  ftyle  were  immediately  pre- 
fcnted  by  the  parliament,  the  convocation,  the  common* 
•council  and  lieutenancy  of  London,  .and  the  twonnivcr.- 
iities :  "but  that  of  Oxford  was  received  in  the  moft  con- 
temptuous manner ;  and  the  deputies  were  charged  with 
difloyalty,  on  account  of  a  fray  which  had  happened  be- 
tween fome  recruiting  officers  and  the  fchoHars  of  the  uni- 
i^erfity.    The  addreiTes  from  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  .and  the 
^iilenting  mlnifters  of  London  and  Weftminft^r^  met  with 
^  much  more  gracious  reception.    The  pailiament  forth- 
with pafled  a  bill,  empowering  the  King  to  fecitre  fuf- 
peded  peribns,  aad  to  fufpend  the  Habeas-corpus  ,a6t  in 
that  time  of  danger.    A  dairfe  was  added  to  a  money-ibill, 
•offering  the  reward  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
fuch  as  Qiould  .feife  the  Pretender,  -dead  or  ative.     Sir 
George  By ng  was  fent  to  ;taki  the  command  of  the  fleet ': 
General  Erie  repaired  to  his  government  of  Portfmouth  ; 
fhe  guards  were  encamped  in  Hyde 'Park.:  Lord  Irwin 
■was  appointed  governor  of  Hull,  in  .the  joom^of  Brigadier 
Sutton,  who,  together  with  Lord  Windfqr,  the  Geherala 
Rofs,  Webb^  and  Stuart,  were  diftniffed  from  the  fervicc* 
Orders  were  given  for  raifing  thirteen  regiments  of  dra- 
igoons,  and  eight  of  infantry;  and  the  trained^band^  wcrp 
kept  in   readinefs   to  fupprefs  tumults.     In  the  midft  of 
ihefe  tr^nfadlions  the  Commons  added  fix  articles  to  thofc 
exhibited  againft  the  Eari  of  Oxford.     Lord  Bolihgbrokc 
was  impeached  at  the  1)ar  pf  the'Houfe  of  Lords  by  Mr; 
Walpole.     Bills  being  brought  in  to  fummon  him  and  the 
jDuke  of  Ormond  to  furrcnder  themfelves  by  the  tenth  of 
jSeptember^  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  attaint  them  of  high- 
jtreafon,  they  paffed   both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royaj 
jafib^t.    On  the  lafl:  day  of^Auguft,  the  Commons  agreed 
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to  the  articles  againft  the  Carl  of  StrafFord>  whk:h..being 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Earl  made  a  %eecU 
J715.       in  his  own  vindication.     He  complained  that  his  pa^& 
bad  been  feifed  in  an  unprecedented  manner.     He  iaid|  if 
he  had  io  his  letters  or  difcourfe  dropped  any  unguarded 
expreflions  againft  fome  foreign  minifters,  while  he  had 
the  honour  to  reprefent  the  crown  of  Great- Bii tain,  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  accounted  criminal  by  a  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Peers  :   he  defired  he  might  be  allowed  a  com- 
petent time   to  anfwer  the  articles  brought  againfl  hiiHi 
and  have  duplicates  of  all  the  papers  which  had  either 
been  laid  before  the  committee  of  fecrefy,  or  remained  in 
the  hands  of  government,  to  be  ufed  occafionally  in  his 
juflification.     This  requeft  was  vehemently   oppofed  by 
the  leaders  of  the  other  party,  until  the  Earl  of  Hay  re- 
prcfented  that,  in  all  civilifed  nations,  all   courts  of  ju-. 
dicature,  except  the  Inquifition,   allowed  the  perfons  ar-. 
raigned  all  that  was  neceffary  for  their  juftification  j  and 
that  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of  Great-Britain  ought  not,  in 
this  cafe,   to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  that  honour  amj 
equity  fot  which  they  were  fp  juftly  renowned  throughout 
all  Europe.     7'his  obfervation  made  an  impreffion  on  th^ 
Jloufe,  which  refolved  that  the  Earl  fhould*be  indulged 
with  copies  of  fuch   papers  as  he  might  have  occafion  to 
ufe  in  his  defenfe, 

.  §  XIX.  On  the  third  day  of  September,  Oxford's  an-» 
fwer  was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  whotranfinitted 
It  to  the  Comrnons,  Mr.  Walpole,  having  heard  it  read, 
faid  it  contained  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  what  had 
been  fuggefted  in  fome  pamphlets  and  papers  which  had 
been  publiflied  in  vindication  of  the  late  miniftry  :  that  it 
was  a  falfe  and  malicious  libel,  laying  upon  his  royaj 
miftrefs  the  blame  of  all  the  pernicious  meafures  he  had 
led  her  into,  againfl  her  own  honour,  and  the  good  of  his 
country :  that  it  was  likewife  2,  libel  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commons,  fince  he  endeavpured  to  clear  thofe  per- 
fons who  had  already  con feffed  their  guilt  by  flight.  After 
fo|n^  debate,  the   Houfe  relblvedj   That  the  anfwer  of 
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Kobert  Earl  of  Oxford  (hould  be  referred  to  ihe  commit- 
^^  appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  impeachment,  and 
ff^pt^re  evidence  agaiaft  the  impeached  Lords  ;  and  that  iji^ 
th? .  ^QnamitleQ  fhould  prepare  a  replication  to  the  anfwer. 
This  was  accwdingly  prepared,  and  fcnt  up  to  the  Lords. 
Tben  the  committee  repc»^ted.  That  Mr.  Prior  had  grofsly 
prevafi<;atQd  on  his  examination,  and  behaved  with  great 
<oritempt  of  their  authority.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  and 
X'Ord  Vifcount  Bolingbroke  having  ofnitted  to  furrender 
themfelves  within  the  time  limited,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
ordered  the  EarKMarfiial  to  raze  out  of  the  lift  of  peers 
their  names  and  armorial  bearings.  Inventories  were 
taken  of  their  perfonal  eftates  ;  and  the  Duke's  achieve- 
ment, as,  knight  of  the  garter,  was  taken  down  from  St. 
George's  chapel  at  Windfor.  A  man  of  candour  canno^ 
without  an  emotion  of  grief  and  indignation,  refied  upon 
the  ruin  of  the  noble  family  of  Ormond,  in  the  perfon  of 
s^  brave,  generous,  and  humane  nobleman,  to  whom  no 
crime  was  imputed,  but  that  of  having  obeyed  the  com- 
9;iaad  of  his.  fovereign.  About  this  period,  the  roya{ 
afleat  was  given  to  an  ad  for  encouraging  loyalty  in  Scot- 
land^ By  this  law  the  tenant  who  continued  peaceable 
while  his.  lord  took  arms  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  was 
inv^fted  with  the  property  of  the  lands  he  rented :  on  the 
4»ther  hand,  it  was  decreed  that  the  lands  pofTefled  by  any 
p«ffon  guilty  of  high-treafon  (hould  revert  to  the  fuperior 
^/  whom  they  were  held,  and  be  confolidated  with  the 
fup^riority ;  and  that  all  entails  and  fettlements  of  eftates, 
iince  the  firft  day  of  Auguft,  in  favour  of  children,  with 
Z  fraudulent  intent  to  avoid  the  punifliment  of  the  law 
^ue  to  the  offefife  of  high-treafon,  fliould  he  null  and 
VQJd.  It  likewife  contained  a  cjaufe  for  fummoning  fuf- 
pe£ted  perfone  to  find  bail  for  their  good  behaviour,  on 
pain  of  being  denounced  rebels.  By  virtue  of  this  claufe 
l^U  the  heads  of  the  Jacobite  clans,  and  other  fufpefted 
fsrConSj  were  fumtnoned  to  Edinburgh  ^  and  thofe  who 
^i^  «Qt  appear  were  declared  rebels, 
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§  XX.  By  this  time  the  rebellion  was  adually  begun 
ih  Scotland.     The  diflentions  occafioned  in  that  country 
1715.       by  the  Union  had  never  been   wholly  appealed.    Even 
fince  the  Queen's   death,  addrefles  were  prepared  in  dif- 
ferent parts   of  Scotland  againft  the  Union,  which  was 
deemed  a  national  grievance ;   and  the  Jacobites  did  not 
fail  to  encourage  this  averfion.     Though  their  hopes  of 
diflblving   that  treaty  were  baffled  by  the  induftry  and 
other  arts  of  the  Revolutioners,  who  fecured  a  majority 
of  Whigs  in  parliament,  they  did  notlay.  afide  their  dc- 
fign  of  attempting  fomething  of  confequence  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender  ;  but  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the 
malcontents  of  England,  a  great  number  of  whom  were 
driven  by  apprehenfion,  hard  ufage,    and  refentment  into 
a  fyflem  of  politicks  which  otherwife  they  would  not  have 
efpoufed.     The  Tories  finding  themfelves  totally  excluded 
from  any  fhare  in  the  government  and  legiflature,  andex- 
pofed  to  the  infolence  and  fury  of  a  fadlion  which  they 
defpifed,  began  to  wiflvin  earneit  for  a  revolution.    Some 
of  them  held  private  confultations,    and    communicated 
with  the  Jacobites,  who  conveyed  their  fentiments  to  the 
Chevalier  de  Sc.  George,  with  fuch  exaggerations  as  were 
diftated  by  their  own  eagernefs  and  extravagance.     They 
aflured  the  Pretender  th 2ft  th^  nation  was  wholly  difafFefled 
to  the  new  government ;   and,   indeed,  the  clamours,  tu- 
mults, and   converfation   of  the  people  in  general  coun- 
tenanced this  affertion.  They  promifcd  to  take  arms  without 
further  delay  in  his  favour ;  and  engaged  that  the  Tories 
fliould  join  them   at  his  firft  landing  in   Great- Britain. 
They,    therefore,   befought   him   to  come  over  with  all 
poflible  expedition,   declaring  that  his  appearance  would 
produce  an  immediate  revolution.      The  Chevalier  re- 
folved  to  take  the  advantage  of  this  favourable  difpofition. 
He  had  recourfe   to  the  French  King,  who  had  always 
been  the  refuge  of  his   family.     Louis  favoured  him  in 
fecret ;  and,  notwithftanding  his  late  engagements  with 
England,   cheriftied  the  ambition  of  raifins  him  to  the 
throne  of  Great- Britain, '  He  fupplied  him  privately  witft 
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funis  of  money,  to  prepare  a  fmall  armament  in  the  port 
of  Havre,  which  was  equipped  in  the  name  of  Depine 
d'Anicaut ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  his  defign  was  to  affift  171 5 
him  more  effeftually,  in  proportion  as  the  Englifli  fliould 
manifeft  their  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  The 
Duke  of  Ormond  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  had  retired 
to  France,  finding  themfelves  condemned  unheard,  and 
attainted,  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  Chevalier,  and 
correfponded  with  the  Tories  of  England. 

§  XXI.  All  thefe  intrigues  and  machinations  were  dif- 
covered  and  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  by  the 
Earl  of  Stair,  who  then  refided  as  Englifli  ambaiTador  at 
Paris.  He  was  a  nobleman  of  unqueftioned  honour  and 
integrity,  generous,  humane,  difcerning,  and  refolute. 
He  had  fignalifed  himfelf  by  his  valour,  intrepidity,  and 
other  military  talents,  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands  ; 
and  he  now  afted  in  another  fphere  with  uncommon  vi- 
gour, vigilance,  and  addrefs.  He  detedied  the  Chevalier's 
fcheme  while  it  was  yet  in  embryo,  and  gave  fuch  early 
notice  of  it  as  enabled  the  King  of  Great-Britain  to  take 
eiFe£tual  meafures  for  defeating  the  defign.  All  the  Pre- 
tender's intereft  in  France  expired  with  Louis  XIV.  that 
oftentatious  tyrant,  who  had  for  above  half  a  century  fa- 
crificed  the  repofe  of  Chrillendom  to  his  infatiate  vanity 
and  ambition.  At  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  firft 
day  of  September,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  devolved 
to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  adopted  a  new  fyftem  of  po* 
li ticks,  and  had  already  entered  into  engagements  with 
the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Inftead  of  affifting  the  Pre- 
tender, he  amufed  his  agents  with  myfterious  and  equi- 
vocal expreiEons,  calculated  to  fruftrate  the  defign  of  the 
expedition.  Neverthelefs,  the  more  violent  part  of  the 
Jacobites  in  Great-Britain  believed  he  was  at  bottom 
a  friend  to  their  caufe  ;  and  depended  upon  him  for  fuc- 
cour.  They  even  extorted  from  him  a  fum  of  nioney  by 
*dint  of  importunities,'  and  fome  arms  :  but  the  vefl!el  was 
fliipwrecked,  and  the  cargo  loft  upon  the  coaft  of  Scot- 
Ji»nd. 
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§  XXIL  The  partifans  of  the  Pretender  had  proceeded 
too  far  to  retreat  with  fafety  ;  and,  therefore,  refolved  to 
1715,  try  their  fortune  in  the  field.  The  Earl  of  Mar  repaired 
to  the  Highlands,  where  he  held  confultations  with  the 
MarquifTes  of  Huntley  and  TuUibardine^  the  Earls  Ma« 
fifchal  and  Southefk,  the  Generals  Hamilton  and  Gon 
<on,  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Jacobite  clans.  Then  he 
affembled  three  hundred  of  his  own  vaflals  ;  proclaimed 
the  Pretender  at  Cafiletown,  and  fet  up  his  ftandard  at 
Brae-Mar,  on  the  fixth  day  of  September.  By  this  time 
the  Earls  of  Home,  Wigtoun,  and  Kinnoul,  Lord  Defk- 
ford,  and  Lackhart  of  Carnwath,  with  other  perfons  fuf- 
peSed  of  difaffeition  to  the  prefent  government,  were 
committed  prifoners  to  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  |  and  Ma<- 
jor-Gencial  Whetham  marched  with  the  regular  troopi 
whigh  were  in  that  kingdom  to  fecure  the  bridge  at  Stir- 
->^  ^I»ng-     Before  thefe  precautions  were  taken,   two  veffek 

bad  arrived  at  Arbroath  from  Havre,  with  arms,.ammU'' 
jiition,  and  a  great  number  of  officers,  who  aflured  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  that  the  Pretender  would  foon  be  with  them 
in  perfon.  The  death  of  Louis  XIV.  ftruck  a  general 
damp  upon  their  fpirits ;  but  they  laid  their  account  with 
being  joined  by  j^  powerful  body  in  England.  Tb?  Eail 
of  Mar,  by  letters  and  meiTages,  prefled  the  Chevalier  to 
come  over  without  further  delay.  He,  in  the  mean  tim^t 
afiumed  the  title  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  Pretender*! 
forces,  and  publifhed  a  declaratio;i,  exhorting  the  people 
to  take  .arms  for  their  lawful  fovereign.  This  was  fol* 
lowed  by  a  (hrewd  manifefto,  explaining  die  national 
grievances,  and  afluring  the  people  of  redref$.  Some  of 
his  partifans  attempted  to  furprife  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  s 
*  but  were  prevented  by  the  vigilance  and  adivjty  of  Colonel 

/-*  Stuart,  lieutenant-governor  of  that  fortrefs.     The  Duke 

of  Argyle  fet  out  for  Scotland  as  commander  in  chief  of' 
the  forces  in  North-Britain:  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  fet 
fail  in  the  Qiieenborough  fhip  of  war  for  the  North,  where 
he  propofed  to  raife  his  vaflals  for  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment J  and  many  other   Scottifh  peers  returned  to  tbeif 
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own  country,^  in  <u:der  to  fignzilire  theif  loplty  to  King 
George,  ,    . 

§  XXIII.  In  England  the  pradkes  of  the  Jacobites  did  1715* 
not  efcape  the  notice  of  the  minifiry.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Paul  was  imprifoned  in  the  Gate-boufe,  for  inlifling  men 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Pretender*  The  titular  Duke  of 
Powis  was  committed  to  the  Tower :  Lords  Lanfdown 
and  Duplin  were  taken  into  cuftody  -,  and  a  warrant  was 
iffued  for  apprehending  the  Earl  of  Jerfey.  The  King 
defired  the  eonfent  of  the  Lower  Houfe  to  feife  and  detain 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  Sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Harvey,  of  Gombe,  Mr.  Thomas  Forfter,  Mr.  John 
Anftis,  and  Mr.  Corbet'  Kynafton,  who  were  members  of 
the  Houfe,  and  fufpedted  of  favouring  the  invafion.  The 
Commons  unanimouily  agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs,  fignifying  their  approbation.  Harvey 
and  Anftis  were  immediately  fecured.  Forfter,  with  the 
affiftance  of  fome  popiih  lords,  afTembled  a  body  of  men 
in  Northumberland :  Sir  John  Packington  being  examined 
before  the  council,  was  difmiffed  for  want  of  evidence  : 
Mr.  Kynafton  abfconded  :  Sir  William  Wyndham  was 
feifed  at  his  own  houfe  in  Somerfetlhire,  by  Colonel  Huikc 
and  a  meffenger,  who  fecured  his  papers  :  he  found  means, 
however,  to  efcape  from  them  j  but  afterwards  furrendered 
himfelf,  and,  having  been  examined  at  the  council-board, 
was'  committed  to  the  Tower.  His  father-in-law,  the 
Duke  of  Somerfet,*  offered  to  become  bound  for  his  ap« 
pearance ;  and  being  rejected  as  bail,  exprefled  his  refent- 
nient  fo  warmly,  that  the  King  thought  proper  to  remove 
him  from  the  office  of  mafter  of  the  horfe.      On  the  ^ 

twenty- firft  day  of  September,  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  and  pafTed  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal 
afient.  Then  the  Chancellor  read  his  ]Vlajefty's  fpeech, 
exprei&ng  his  acknowledgement  and  fatisfa£lion  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  uncommon  marks  of  their  affeftion  he  had 
received ;  and  the  parliament  adjourned  to  the  fixth  day  qf 
Oaoben 
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§  XXIV.  The  friends  of  the  houfc  of  Stuart  were  very 
numerous  in  the  weftern  counties,  and  began  to  make 
»7»S«  preparations  for  an  infurredion.  They  had  concealed 
fome  arms  and  artillery  at  Bath,  and  formed  a  defign  to 
furprife  Briftol :  but  they  were  betrayed  and  difcovered  bjr 
the  emiflaries  of  the  government;  which  baffled  all  their 
fchemes,  and  apprehended  every  perfon  of  confequencc 
fufpedled  of  attachment  to  that  caufe.  The  univerfity  of 
Oxford  felt  the  rod  of  power  on  this  occafion.  Major- 
General  Pepper,  with  a  ftrong  detachment  of  dragoons, 
took  poiTeffion  of  the  city  at  day- break,  declaring  he  would 
nfe  military  execution  on  all  fludents  who  Ihould  prefume 
to  appear  without  the  limits  of  their  refpedive  colleges* 
He  feifed  ten  or  eleven  perfon s,  among  whom  was  one 
Lloyd,  acoffeeman;  and  made  prize  of  fome  horfesand 
furniture  belonging  to  Colonel  Owen,  and  other  gentle- 
men. With  this  booty  he  Retreated  to  Abingdon ;  and 
Handafyde's  regiment  of  foot  was  afterwards  quartered 
in  Oxford,  to  overawe  the  univerfity.  The  miniftry 
found  it  more  difficult  to  fupprefs  the  infurgents  in  the 
tiofthem  counties.  In  the  month  of  Odlober  the  Earl  of 
Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Forfter  took  the  field  with  a  body 
ofhorfe,  and  being  joined  by  fome  gentlemen  from  the 
borders  of  Scotland,  proclaimed  the  Pretender  in  Wark- 
Worth,  Morpeth,  and  Alnwick.  Their  firft  defign  wai 
to  feife  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  in  which  they  had  many 
friends:  but  they  found  the  gates  fhut  upon  them,  and 
retired  to  Hexham;  while  General  Carpenter  having 
aflembled  a  body  of  dragoons,  refolved  to  march  froni 
Newcaftle,  and  attack  them  before  they  fliould  be  re-en- 
forced. The  rebels  retiring  northward  to  Wooler,  were 
joined  by  two  hundred  Scottifli  horfe  under  the  Lord  Vif- 
count  Kenmuir,  and  the  Earls  of  Carnwath  and  Win- 
toun,  who  had  fet  up  the  Pretender^s  ftandard  at  Moffat, 
and  proclaimed  him  in  different  parts  of  Scotland.  The 
rebels  thus  re-enforced  advanced  to  Kelfo,  having  received 
advice  that  they  would  be  joined  by  Mackintofh,  whohad 
croflled  the  Forth  with  a  body  of  Highlanders. 
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§  XXV,  By  this  time  the  Earl  of  Mar  was  at  the  head 
often  thoufand  men  well  armed.  He  had  fecured  the  pafs 
of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  where  his  head- quarters  were  cfta-^  i7»S 
bliflied')  and  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  whole  fruitful  pro-> 
vince  of  Fife,  and  all  the  fea-coaft  on^  that  (ide  of  the  frith 
of  Edinburgh.  He  k\c&cd  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Mackintofh,  to  make  a 
;»  defcent  upon  the  Lothian  fide,  and  join  the  Jacobites  in 
that  county,  or  fuch  as  (hould  take  arms  on  th^  borders 
of  England.  Boats  were  aflembled  for  this  purpofe ;  and, 
notwitbftanding  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken 
by  the  King's  ihips  in  the  frith,  to  prevent  the  defign, 
above  fifteen  hundred  chofen  men  made  good  their  pafiage 
in  the  night,  and  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Lothian,  having 
crofled  an  arm  of  the  fea  about  fixteen  miles  broad,  in  open 
"boats  that  paf&d  through  the  midft  of  the  King^s  cruifers. 
Nothing  could  be  better  concerted,  or  executed  with  more 
condu£):  and  courage,  than  was  this  hazardous  enterprife. 
They  amufed  the  King*s  ftiips  with  marches  and  counter- 
marches •  along  the  coaft,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they 
could  not  poffibly  know  where  they  intended  to  embark. 
The  Earl  of  Mar,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  from  Perth  to 
Dumblaine,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  crofs  the  Forth  at 
Stirling-bridge :  but  his  real  defign  was  to  divert  the  Duke 
of  Argyle  from  attacking  his  detachment  which  had  land- 
ed in  Lothian.  So  far  the  fcheme  fucceeded.  The  Dnke, 
who  had  aflembled  fome  troops  in  Lothian,  returned  to 
Stirling  with. the  utmoft  expedition,  after  having  fecured 
Edinburgh,  and  obliged  Mackintofh  to  abandon  his  defign 
on  that  city.  This  partifan  had  a£iually  taken  pofleffipn 
of  Leith,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Seaton-houfe,  near 
Prefton-Pans,  which  he  fortified  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he 
could  not  be  forced  without  artillery.  Here  he  remained 
until  he  received  an  order  acrofs  the  Frith  from  the  Earl 
of  Mar,  to  join  Lord  Kenmuir  and  the  Englifli  at  Kelfo, 
for  which  place  he  immediately  began  his  march,  and 
reached  it  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  Ofiober,  though  a 
good  number  of  his  men  had  deferted  on  the  route. 

§  XXXL 
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§  XXVI.  Th€  Lord  K^nmiiir,  with  the  Earls  of  Win- 
toun>  Nithfdaie,  and   Carnwathi  the  Earl  of  Derwent- 
1775.      water  and  Mr.  Fo^fter^    with  the  Englifh    infurgents, 
arriving  at  the  fame  time^  a  council  of  war  was  ifsmediate- 
ly  called.     Wintoun  proppfed  that  they  (hould  march  im- 
mediately into  the  weftera  parts  of  Scotland^  and  join 
General   Gordon,    who    commanded  a   ftrpng  body  of 
Highlanders  in   Argyldhire.     The  EngUfli  infifted  tipoa 
croffing  the  Tweedy   and  attacking  General  Carpenter, 
whofe  troops  did   not  exceed  nine    h>undred  dragoons. 
Neither  fcheme  was  executed.     They  took  the  route  co 
Jedburgh,  where  they  refolved  to  leave  Carj:leiiter  on  one 
iide,  and  penetrate  into  England  by  the  weftern   border. 
The  Highlanders  declared  they  would  not  quit  their  own 
country;  but  were  ready  to  execute  the  fcheme  propoibd 
by  the  £arl  of  Wintoun.   Mea«s,  Ihowever,  were  fovod  to 
prevail  upon  one  half  of  thetn  to  advance,  while  the  reft 
returned  to  the  Highlands.    At  Brampton,  Forfler  opened 
hiscommiffion  of  general,  which  had  been  feat  to  him  from 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  proclaimed  the  Pretender.    Tbey 
continued  their  march  to  Penrith,  where  the  fberifF,  afifted 
by  the  Lord  Lonfdale  and  the  BUbop  of  Carlifle,  had 
affembled   the    whole   poiTe^cotnitatiia   of    CutnbezJand^ 
amounting  tt>  twelve  thoufand  men,  whodifperfed  with  the 
uanoft  precipitatK>n  at  the  approach  of  the  rebels.    From 
Penrith,.  Forfter   proceeded  by  the  way,  of  Kendal  and 
Lancflfter  to  Prefton,  from  whence  Stanhope's  regimeAt 
of  dragoons^  and  another  of  militia,  imnaediately  retired; 
fe  that  he  took  pofleffion  of  the  place  without  refifiance. 
General  Willis  marched  againft  the  enemy  with  fvx  regi- 
ments  of  horfeand  dragoons,  and  one  battalion  of  foot com^ 
manded  by  C<^nel  Predion.     They  had  advanced  to  tbe 
bridge  of  Ribble  before  Forfter  received   intelligence  of 
their  a^^roach.     He  forthwith  began  to  raife  barricadoes^ 
and  put  the  place  in  a  poft ure  of  defenfe.   On  the  twelfth  daj 
of  November,  the  town  was  briikly  ajttacked  in  twodifFer* 
cnt  places:  but  the  King's  troops  met  with  a  very  wara\ 

reception^  and  wera  repulfed  with  conEderable  lofSi    Next 
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ilay  General  Carpenter  arrived  with  a  re- enforcement  of 
three  regiments  of  dragoons  j  and  the  rebels  were  invefted 
on  all  fides.  The  Highlanders  declared  they  wotild  mate  17V5, 
a  fally  ftrord  in  hand,  and  either  cut  their  way  through 
the  King^  troops,  or  perifli  in  the  attempt ;  but  they  were 
over^ruled.  Forftcr  fent  Colonel  Oxburgh  with  a  trum- 
ffcty  to  General  Willis,  to  propofe  a  capitulation.  He 
«ras  given  to  underftand,  that  the  general  would  not  treac 
with  rebels;  but  in  cafe •f  their furrendering  at difcretion 
he  would  prevent  his  foldfefs  from  putting  them  to  the 
(worij  until  he  (hould  receive  further  orders.  He  granted 
thesi  tioieto  confider  till  next  morning,  upon  their  ddiver- 
ing  the  Earl  of  Der  went  water  and  Mackincofh  as  hoiT^ 
iages..  When  Forfter  fabmitted,  this  Highlander  declared 
he  could  not  promife  that  the  Scots  woulct  furreiider  in  that 
snanntr.  The  general  defired  him  to  return  to  his  people^ 
and  jicwciaid  forthwith  attack  the  to wn^  in  which  <!:^feevefj^ 
man  of  them  ihould  be  cut  in  pieces.  The  Scott^fh  lioble^ 
flien  did  not  choofe  to  run-  that  rifque  ^  iind  perfuaded  the 
Highlanders  00  accept  the  terms  that  v^rt  offered.  They 
aooordingly  kid  down  their  arms,  and  ivere  put  undef  a 
ftrong  guard.  All  the  nobl^fnen  and  leaders  were  fedured* 
M^or  Nairn^  Capuin  Lockhart)  Captain  Shaftoe,  and 
Enfign  £rikine,  were  tried  by  a  cburtsmattial  as  deferters, 
and  executed.  Lord  Charles  Murray,  fon  of  the  Duko 
of  Athol,  was  likewife  condemned  for  the  fame  crime, 
but  reprieved.  The  common  men  were  imprifoned  at 
Chefter  and  Liverpool :  the  noblemen  and  confiderable 
officers  were  fent  to  London,  conveyed  through  the  ftreets 
pinioned  like  malefadors^  a^d  committed  to  the  Tower 
and  to  Newgate. 

§  XXVIl.  The  day  on  which  the  rebels  furrendcred  at 
Frcfton  was  remarkable  for  the  battle  of  Dumblaine, 
fought  between  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl  of  Mar, 
who  commanded  the  Pretender's  forces.  This  nobleman 
h^ad  retreated  to  his  camp  at  Perth,  when  he  underftood 
the  Duke  was  returned  from  Lothian  to  Stirling.  But 
being  now  jwned  by  the  northern  clans  under  the  Earl  of 

Seaforth, 
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Seaforth,  and  thofe  of  the  weft  commanded  by  Generjj 

Gordon,   who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the 

ij^i*       Czar  of  Mufcovy,  he  refolved  to  pafs  the  Forth,  in  order 

to  join  his  fouthern  friends,  that  they  might  march  tO" 

gether  into  England.     With  this  view  he  advanced  to 

Auchterarder,  where  he  reviewed  his  army,   and  refted  on 

the  eleventh  day  of  November,    The  Duice  of  Argyk,  ap- 

prifed  of  his  intention,  and  being  joined  by  fome  regiments 

of  dragoons  from  Ireland,  determined  to  give  him  battle  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  D  umblaine.     On  the  twelfth  day  of 

the  month,  Argylepafled  the  Forth  at  Stirling,  and  en« 

camped  with  bis  left  at  the  village  of  Dumblaine,  and  his 

right  towards  SheriiF-moor.     The  Earl  of  Mar  advanced 

within  two  miles  of  his  camp,  and  remained  till  day-break  in 

order  of  battle ;  his  army  confifting  of  nine  thoufand  efied- 

ive  men,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry.     In  the  morning,  the 

Duke,   underftanding  they  were  in  motions   drew  up  bit 

forces,  which  did  not.  exceed  three  thoufand  five  hundred 

men,  on-  the  heights  to  the  north-eaft  of  Dumblaine:  but  he 

was  outflanked  both  on  the  right  and  left.     The  clans  that 

formed   part  of  the  centre  and  right  wing  of  the  enemy, 

with  Glengary  and  Clanronald  at  their  head,  charged  die 

left  of  the  King's  array  fword  in  hand,  witH  fuch  impetu- 

ofity,  that  in  feven  minutes  both  horfe  and  foot  were  totally 

routed  with  great  flaughter ;  and  General  Whetham,  who 

commanded  them,  fled  at  full  gallop  to  Stirling,  where 

he  declared  that  the  royal  army  was  totally  defeated.    In 

the  mean  time,  the   Duke  of  Argyle,  who  commanded 

in  perfon  pn  the  right,  attacked  th^  left  of  the  enemy,  at 

the  head  of  Stair's  and  Evans's  dragoons,    and  drove  them 

two  miles  before  him,   as  far  as  the  water  of  Allan :  yet 

in  that  fpace  they  wheeled  about,  and  attempted  to  rally  ten 

times;  fo  that   he  was  obliged  to   prefs  them  hard,  that 

they  might  not  recover  from  their  confufion.     Brigadier 

Wightman  followed,  in  order   to  fuftain  him  with  three 

battalions  of  infantry;   while  the  vi6lorious  right  wing  0* 

the  rebels  having  purfued    Whetham  a  confiderable  way, 

returned  to  the  field,  and  formed  in  the  rear  of  Wight- 
man, 
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nvxn,  to  the  amouDt  of  five  thoufand  mem  The  Duke  of 
Afgyle^  returning  from  the  pforfuit,  joined  Wightmanj  ^ 
iiirh9  had  faced  about^  aild  taken  pofieflioti  of  feme  en^^  271^ 
dofures  and  ttiud^^wails^  in  expeftation  of  being  attacked. 
lis  this  poflore  bodr  armies  fronted  each  other  till  the 
evenings  when  the  Duke  d^ew  ofFtovrards  Dinnbiaine,  and 
the  rebels  retired  to  Ardoeh^  without  mutual  mol^ftation. 
Next  dayy  the  Duke  marchidg  back  to  the  field  of  battle, 
csd-rie^  ofFthe  wouiidedv  vrithfbur  pieces  of  cannon  l^by 
the  enemy,  aasd  retreated  w  Stirling,  Few  prifoners  were 
taken  on  either  fide :  the  nombev  of  the  flain  might  be 
about  five  hundred  of  each  army^  and  both  generals 
claimed  the  Ti£i:ory.  This  battle  was  not  fo  fatal  to  the 
HigMafnders  as^  the  lofe  of  Invemefs,  from  which  Sir  John 
IVIackenvie  was  driven  by  Simon  Frazer  Lord  Lovat,  who, 
contrary  to  the  prifwiptes  he  hadhitterfo  profefled,  fecured 
this  import^mttpbft  for  the  governtfyetit;  by  wfaiiih  m^ans 
2t  free  eommunieation  was  opened  with  tfife  north  of  Scot- 
land,, where  the*  Earl  of  Sutherland  hak)  raifed  a  confider- 
abk  body  of  vad&ls.  The  Marquis  of  Huiitley  arid  the 
£a«rl  of  SeaForth'  were  obliged  to  <]uit  the  rebel  army,  in 
ctfder  to  defends  their  own  territories ;  and  in  a  little  time 
fubmhted  to  Sing  George:  a  ^odd-number  of  the  Fra^ers 
declared  xMiththcir  chief  agaftnft- the  Pretender :  the  Mar- 
qmis'of  Tullibaordine  withdrew  from- the  army,  to  cover  his 
own  country;  and  the  dkms,  feeing- no  likelih^dd  of  another 
a^ioo^  bagafi'tddifperfe,  according  to  ouftom. 

§\XXVI1I.  The  government  was  no^^  in' a  condition  to 
fe«fd  ftrong  rc-enforccments  to  Scotlaifd:  Sij^  thoufand- 
nawt  tb at  were  olainsed  of  the  States-- Geri^ral,  by  virtue'-of 
the.trea^^,  landed  in  England,  and  began  their  march  for 
Edinburgh  :  General  Cadogan  fet  out  fof  the  fame  place, 
together  with  Brigadier  Petit, and  fix  other  engineers';  and 
atrain  of  artillery  wks  (hipped  at  the  ToWef  for  thatcoun-* 
try*  the  Duke  of  Argyle  refolving  to  drive  the  Earl  of 
Mar  out4)f  Perth,  t6  which  town  he  had  retired- with  the 
r^nKitns  of  his  forces.  The  Pretender  having  been  amufed 
with  the  hope  of  feeing,  the  whole  kingdon^  of  England 
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rife  up  as  one  man  in  his  behalf;  and  the  Duke  of  Ou 
mond  having  made  a  fruitlcfs  voyage  to  the  weftern  coaft^ 
1715..  to  try  the  di^pofitton  of  the  people,  he  was  now  convinced 
of  the  vanity  of  hi»  expectation  in  that  quarter;  and,  as- 
be  knew  not  what  other  couffe  to  take,  he  rcrfolved  ta 
hazard  his  perfon  among  his  friends  in  'Scotland,  at  a 
time  when  his  affairs  in  that  kingdom  were  abfolutely 
defperate.^  From  Bretagne  he  ^ofled  through  part  of 
France,  in  difguifey  and  embarking  in  a  fmall  veifel  at 
Dunkirk,  hired  for  that  purpofe,  arrived  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  December  at  Peterhead,  with  ilx  gentlemen 
in  his  retinue,  one  of  whom  was  the  Marquis  of  Tin- 
mouth,  fon  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick.  He  palled  through 
Aberdeen  incognito,  to  Fetterofle,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  Earls  of  Mar  and  Marifchal,  and  about  thirty  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  of  the  firft  quality.  Here  he^was 
foleninly  proclaimed:  his  declaration, dated  at Commercy,r 
was  printed  and  circulated  through  all  the  parts  in  that 
neighbourhood ;  and  he  received  addrefles  from  the  epi(- 
copal  clergy,  and  the  laity  of  ihat  communion  in  the^dio- 
eeie  of  Aberdeen,  Oh  the  fifth  day  of  January,  he  made 
his  publick  entry  into  Dundee;  and  on^^the  feventb  arrived 
at  Scone,  where  he  feemed  determined  to  ftay  until  the 
ceremony  of  his  coronation  Ihould  be  performed.  From 
thence  he  made  an  excurfion  to  Perth,  where  he  reviewed 
his  forces.  Then  he  formed  a  regular  council;  and  pub- 
liflied  fix  proclamations ;  one  for  a  general  thankfgiving, 
on  account  of  his  fafe  arrival ;  another  enjoining  the  mini- 
fterstopray  for  him  in  churches;  a  third  eftablifliing  the 
currency  of  foreign  corns;  a  fourth  fummoning  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention  of  eftates ;  a  fifth  ordering  all  fenfi- 
ble  men  to  repair  to  his  ftandard  ;  and  a  fixth,  fixing  the 
twenty-third  day  of  January  for  his  coronation.  Hcmadr 
a  pathetick  fpeech  in  a  grand  council,  at  which  all  the 
chiefs  of  his- party  aflifted.  They  determined,  however, 
to  abandon  the  enttrprife,  as  the  King's  army  was  re-cn- 
forced  .by  the  Dutch  auxiliaries,  and  they  themfelvea  were 
jvot  only  reduced  to  a  fmall  number,  but  likewife  deftitute 
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bf  ttionfcy,  arms,  ammunition,  forage,   and  provifiori  ;  for    C  ^  a  P. 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  had  taken  poffeiEon  of  Burnt-ifland, 
and   tranfpoftcd  a  detachment   to  Fife,   fo  as  to  cut  oiF       1715 
Mar's  communication  with  that  fertile  county. 

§  XXIX.  Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the  weather'^ 
iand  a   prodigious  fall  of  fnow,  which  rendered  the  roads 
almoft   impaflable^   the  Duke,   oft  the  twenty-ninth  of 
January,   began  his  march  to  Dumblaine,  and  next  day 
reached  Tullibardifte,  whei-e^  he  received  intelligence  that' 
the  Pretender  and  his  forces  had,  on  the  preceding  day, 
retired  toward$  Dundee.     He  forthwith  took  poffeffion  of' 
Perth;  and   then  began    his  march  to  Aberbrothick,  in 
pUi'fuit  of  the  enemy.     The  Chevalier  de  St*  George^ 
being  thus   hotly  purfucd,  was  prevailed  upon  to  embark 
on  board    a  fmall  French  fhip  that  lay  in  the  harbour  of 
Montrofe*     He   was  accompanied  by  the  Earls  of  Mar* 
Jind  Melfort,  the  Lord  Drummond,  Lieutenant- General 
Bulkley,  and   other  perfons  of  diftin(Sion,-to  the  number 
of  feventcen.     In  order  to  avoid  theEnglifli  cruifpi-s,  they 
ftretched  over  to  Norway,  and  coailing  alohg  the  German 
and  Dutch  fhores,  arrived  in  five  days  at  Graveline.     Ge- 
neral Gordon,  whom  the  Pretender  had  left  commander 
in  chief'  of  the  forces^  affifted  by'the  Earl  Marifchal,  pro-, 
oeeded  with  them  to  Aberdeen^  where  he  fecured  three 
veflels  to  fiail  northward,  and  takt  on  board  the  perfon* 
who  intended  to  make  their  efcape  to  the  continent.  Then 
they  continued  their  march  through  Strathfpey  and  Strath- 
down^  to  the   hills   of  Badenoch,    where   the   common 
people  were   quietly  difmiffed.     This  retreat  was  made 
with  fucfh  expedition,   that  the  Duke  of  Argyle;  with  all 
bis  adlivity,  coiild  never  overtake  their  rear- guard,  which 
confifted  of  a  thoufand  horfe,  commanded  by  the  Earl  Ma- 
rifchah     Such  was  the  ifllie  of  a  rebellion  that  proved 
fatal  to  many  noble  families  :    a  rebellion  Which,  in  all 
probability,  would  never  have  happened,  had  not  the  vio- 
lent meafures  of  a  Whig  miniftry  kindled  fuch  a  flame  of 
difcontentin  the  nation,  as  encouraged  the  parti  fans  of  the 
Wetender  to  hazard  a  revolt. 

X  a  §  XXX. 
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§  XXX.  The  parliament  of  Ireland,  which  met  at  Dji^Ih 
I  in  OA  the  twelfth  day  of  Koven^ber)  ieen^^d  cveii  mpro 
1715.7  z^lous,  if  ppil^We,  than  that  of  Engkod^  for  the  pcefeat 
adminiftration.  They  palled  bills  lor  recogniiiog  dn^e 
King's  title ;  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfoti  a^d  govecn* 
inent^  for  fetting  a  price  00  th^  Pretender's  hea4s  and  fqfi 
attainting  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  They  granted  the  fup- 
plies  without  oppofition.  AH  thofe  who  hadacjdrefledtbe 
late  Queen  in  favour  of  Sir  Conftailtine  Phipp^^  th^n  lord, 
chancellor  of  Ireland,  wqre  npw  bropgbt  upQDf  their; 
Ifnees,  and  cenfured  as  guilty  of  a  br^s^ch  of  privil^ge.^ 
They  defired  the  lords-juftices  would  ifTue  a,  prpclamatioft 
againft  the  popi(h  inhabitants  of  Limerick  apd  Galyrajr» 
who,  prefuming  upon  the  capitulation  iigoed  by  King 
\Villiam,  claimed  an  exemption  from  the  penalties  im-i 
pofed  upon  other  p^pifts*  They  engaged  in  ^n  afibci^tioi\ 
qgainft  the  Pretends,  and  all  his  abettors.  Tbey  voted  the 
£arl  of  Angl^fey  an  enemy  to  t;he  King  and  l^ingdpm^  be- 
caufe  he  advifed  the  Q^e^n  to  break;  the  army«  and  pro-, 
rpgMOt^e  late  parliament;  and  they  adidreffed  the  King 
to  remove  him  from  bis  council  and  fervice*  The  lords- 
juftice«  granted  orders  for  apprehehding  theJEads  of  An* 
trim  and  Weftmeaitb,  theLords  N.attervillc»Gabir,aad  Dil- 
lon, as  perfon&fufpe^ed  of  difaffedion  to  the  governoieBt 
Xhen  th^y  adjourned  the  twP  Houfes, 

§  XXXI.  The  King,  in  his  fpeechto  tjhp  Englifh  par- 
liament, which  met  on  the  ninth  of  Jamiftry^  told  tteift 
he  had  reafoa  to  believe  the  Pretencjfr  was  .landed  in  $cotr. 
land  :  h^  congrati|lated;them  on  the  fiiccesfsof  hi&ar4n«ri% 
ffjppre^g  the  rebellion  :  on  the  conclufioti  of  theKb^rfier 
tfeaty  between  the  Emperor  and  the  States-General,  under 
his  guarantee  :  on  a  convention  with  Sp^in  that  would 
deliver  the  trade  of  England  to  that  king4p}|i  from-,  tbfr 
j}ew  impolitions  and  hardships  to  whiqh  it  was  dibjedcd; 
in  confequence  of  the  late  treaties.  He  likfiwife  gave  tj>e% 
to  underftand,  that  a  treaty  for  rene;wing  all  former  alli- 
ances between  the  crown  of  Great- Britain,  and  the  States- 
General  was  almoft  concluded  ;  and  be  aSujred  the  Cotor 
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itions  lie  would  freely  give  up  all  the  eftates  that  ihould 
become  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  this  rebellion^  to  be  ap* 
plied  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expenfe  in-  1715 
curred  on  this  occafion.  The  Conimons,  in  their  addref^i 
of  thanks,  declared  that  they  would  profecute,  in  the  mod 
vigorous  ai|d.  impartial  manner,  the  authors  of  thofe  de-^ 
ArnStivc  councils  which  had  drawn  down  fuch  miferies 
upon  the  nation.  Their  xefolutions  were  fpeedy,  and 
'^xa<Stly  conformable  to  this  declaration.  They  expelled 
Mr.  Forfter  from  the  Houfe.  They  forthwith  impeached 
the  Earls  of  Derwentwater,  Nithfdale,  Carnwath.,  and 
Wintoun;  Lords  Widdrington,  Kenmuir,  and  Nairn. 
Thefe  noblemen  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  heard  the  articles  of  impeachment  read  on  the 
tenth  day  of  January,  and  were,  ordered  to  put  in  their 
anfwers  on  the  fixteenth.  The  impeachments  being 
lodged,  the  Lower  Hdufe  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in 
for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aA : 
then  they  prepared  another  to  attaint  the  Marquis  of  TuU 
libardine,  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  Linlithgow,  and  Lord 
John  Drummond.  On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  January, 
the  King  gave  the  royal  aflfent  to  the,  bill  for  continuing 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  zG:*  He  told  the 
parliament  that  the  Pretender  was  adually  in  Scotland, 
heading  the  rebellion,  and  afiuming  the  ftyle  and  title  oF 
king  of  thefe  realms  :  he  demanded  of  the  Comibcrii 
fuch  fupply  as  might  difcourage  any  foreign  power  from 
affifting  the  rebels^i  On  Thurfday  the  nineteenth  day  of 
January,  all  the  impeached  lords  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
articles  exhibited  againft  them,  except  the  Earl  of  Win** 
toun,  who  petitioned  for  a  longer  time,  on  various  pre-> 
t^nfes.  The  reft  received  fentence  of  death  on  the  ninth 
day  of  Februai*y,  in  the  court  ere£led  in  Weftminftef- 
Hall,  where  the  Lor^-Chancellor  Cowper  prefided  as  lord 
high-fteward  on  that  occaiion.  The  Countefs  of  Nithf- 
dale  and  Lady  Nairn  threw  themfelves  at  the  King's? 
feet,  as  he  palfed  through  the  apartments  of  the  palace, 
j^nd  ipiplored  his  mercy  in  behalf  of  their  hufbands :  but 
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their  tears  and  entreaties  produced  no  efFe£t.'  The  council 
refolved  that  the  fentence  fliould  be  executed,  and  ordefs 
1715.       were  given  for  that  purpofe   to  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  and  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex. 

§  XXXIL  The  Countefs  of  Derwentwater,  with  her 
After,  accompanied  by  the  DuchefTes  of  Cleveland  and 
£olton,  and  feveral  other  ladies  of  the  firA  diftindion, 
was  introduced  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and  St.  Al- 
ban's  into  the  King's  bed-chamber,  where  fhe  invoked 
his  Majefty's  clemency  for  her  unfortunate  confort.  She 
afterwards  repaired  to  the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
attended  by  the  ladies  of  the  other  condemned  lords,  anJ 
tfbove  twenty  others  of  the  fame  quality,  and  begged  the 
interceflion  of  the  Houfe  :  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 
petition.  Next  day,  they  petitioned  both  Houfes  of  par^ 
liament.  .  The  Commons  rejeded  their  fuit.  Li  the  Up- 
per Houfe,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  delivered  a  petition 
from  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  to  whom  he  was  nearly 
related,  at  the  fame  time  declaring  that  he  himfelf  fliould 
oppofe  his  follicitation.  The  Earl  of  Derby  expreffed 
(bme  compaflion  for  the  numerous  family  of  Lord  Nairn, 
Petitions  from  the  reft  were'  prefented  by  other  lords, 
moved  with  pity  and  humanity.  Lord  Townfhend  and 
pthers  vehemently oppofed  their  being  read,  TheEarlof 
Nottingham  thought  this  indulgence  might  be  granted : 
the  Houfe  afiented  to  his  opinion;  and  agreed  toanad- 
drefs,  praying  his  Majefty  would  reprieve  fuch  of  the 
condefmiied  lords  as  fbould  feem  to  dcfervc  hisi  mercy.  To 
this  petition  the  King  anfwered,  That  on  this  and  all  other 
occafions  he  would  do  vyhat  he  thought  moft  confiftent 
with  the  dignity  of  his  crow^  and  the  fafety.of  his  peo- 
ple. The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  prefident  of  the  council, 
his  brother  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury,'  chancellor  of  the  duchy 
of  L^ncafter,  his  fon  Lord  Finch,  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
Treafury,  his  kinfman  Lord  Guerhfey,  matter  of  the  jewel- 
office,  were  altogether  difmifled  from  his  Majefty^s  fervice; 
Orders  were  defpatched  for  executing  the  Earls  of  Der- 

^entwater  and  Nithfdale,  and  the  -Vifcount  of  Kenmuir^ 
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intmtdiately :   the  others  were  refpited  to  the  feventh  day 


of  March,     Nithfdale  made  his  ePcape  in  women's  ap- 
parel,  furniihed  and  conveyed  to  him  by  his  own  mother. 
On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  Derwentwater 
^nd  'Kenmuir  were  beheaded  on  Tower-HiU.     The  for- 
mer was  ^1  amiable  youth,  brave,  open,  generous,  hof- 
pitable,  and    humane.      His    fate   drew  tears  from   the 
^pe£tators,  and  was  a  great  misfortune  to  the  country  in 
which  he  lived*     He  gave  bread  to  multitudes  of  people 
whom  he  employed  on  his  eftate  :  the  poor,  the  widow, 
and  the  orphaii  rejoiced  in  his  bounty.     Kenmuir  was  a 
virtuous  nobleman,  calm,  (bnfible,  refolute,  and  refigned. 
He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Englifti  cburch  ;  but  the  Annals. 
other  died  in  the  faith  of  Rome  :    both  adhered  to  their  Boiingbrok« 
political   principles.      On  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,   Deb.inPar. 
Wintoun  was   brought  to  trial,  and  being  convifled  re-  J^^^^}i . 
■ceived  fentenoe  of  death. 

§  XXXni.  When  the  King  paffed  the  land-tax  bill.  An.  1716. 
which  was  ufbered  in  with  a  very  extraordinary  preamble, 
he  informed  both  Houfes  of  the  Pretender's  flight  from 
Scotland.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  a  commif]ion  for 
trying  the  rebels  met  in  the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  when 
bills  of  high-treafon  were  found  againft  Mr.  Forfter, 
Mackintofh,  and  twenty  of  their  confederates.  Forfter 
efcaped  from  Newgate,  and  reached  the  continent  in  fafety : 
the  reft  pleaded  Not-guilty,  and  were  indulged  with  time 
to  prepare  for  their  trials.  The  judges  appointed  to  try 
the  rebels  at  Liverpool  found  a  coniiderable  number 
guilty  of  high-treafon.     Two-and-twenty  were  executed  ^ 

at  Prefton  and  Mancheftsr  :  about  a  thoufand   prifoners 
fubmitted  to  the  King's  mercy,  and  petitioned  for  tranf- 

ponation.  Pitts,  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  being  fufpeiled 
.  €)f  having  connived  at  Forfter^s  efcape,  was  tried  for  his 
life  at  the  Old-Bailey,  and  acquitted.  Notwithftanding 
this  proTecution,  which  ought  to  have  redoubled  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  jailors.  Brigadier  Mackintofh,  and  feveral 
•ther  prifoners,  broke  from  Newgate,  after  having  mattered 
Ithe  keeper  and  turnkey,  and  diiarmed  the  fentinel.     1  he 
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court  proceeded  with  the  trials  of  tboijb  t^sut' romainiod.; 
^nd  a  great  number  were  found  guilty  ;  four  or  five  wfi* 
ij'^ie."  hanged,  drawn,  aftc}  q^^rtered,  ^t  Tyburn  :  9»4  OTOng 
thefe  was  one  William  Paql^  a  cUrgymant  who,  in  hie 
}a{l  fpeech,  profefled  hinafelf  a  truQ  ^nd  finc^c  membfrof 
the  church  of  Engli^nd,  bu(  not  of  the  revolution  fcbifiiia- 
(leal  church,  whofe  biihops  had  abandoned  thf  King,  an4 
ihamefMlly  given  up  their  eccleA^ftiqal  rights,  by  fub* 
mitting  to  the  unlawful,  invalid,  lay-deprivations  autbo- 
rifed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

§  XXXiy.  Though  the  rebellion  was  extinguiibd, 
the  flame  of  national  diflatisfa^tion  ilill  continued  to  rage: 
the  feverities  exercifed  againft  the  rebels  incrcafcd  the 
general  difcontent :  for  now  the  danger  was  blown  over 
their  humane  paifions  beg^n  to  prevail.  The  courage 
and  fortitude  with  which  the  condemned  perfonaencQAiiv- 
tered  the  pains  of  death  in  its  moft  dreadful  form  prepoC- 
fefled  ipany  fpeflators  in  favour  of  the  caufe  by  which 
thofe  unhappy  victims  were  animated.  In  a  wor^,  per* 
fecution,  as  ufual,  extended  the  h^refy.  The  ci\iavft;y 
perceiving  this,  univerfal  difaffet^ion,  and  dreadiog-  the 
revolution  of  a  new  p^rliamenf,  which  might  yf^t&  the 
power  from  their  fa£bion,  and  retort  upon  theqi  thp  viov 
lence  of  their  crwn  meafures,  foi-mjeLd  4  refolujt^D^eqHally 
odious  and  eSedual  to  eftabli^  their  9dmini{);ratioiu  Thi^ 
was  no  other  than  a  fcheme  to  repea)  the  triennUl  ad, 
and  by  a  new  law  to  extend  the.  t^rifi  of  parliaments,  to 
feven  years.  On  the  tenth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of 
Pevonfliire  reprefented,  in  the  Houfe  pf  Lords,  that  trien- 
nial elections  ferved  to  keep  up  party  divifions  ;  to  raife 
^d  foment  feuds  in  private  families  i  to  prpd^ce  ruinous 
expenfes,  and  give  occafion  to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of 
foreign  princes  :  that  it  became  the  wifdom  of  fuch  an 
auguft  aiTembly  to  apply  proper  remedies  to  an. evil  that 
might  be  aftende^  with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences, 
efpecially  in  the  prefeqt  temper  of  the  nation,  as  the  fpi- 
rit  of  rebellion  ftill  remained  unconquered.  He,  therefore, 
propofed  a  bill  for  enlar^in^  the  continuance  pf  paflia- 
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neiits.     He  was  feconded  by  die,  Earls  of  Dorfet  and 
Rockingham,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Towntfiend,  and 
the  other  chiefs  of  that  party.     The  motion  was  oppofed       1716. 
by  the   Earls  of  Nottingham,    Abingdon,   and  Paulet. 
They  obferved  that  frequent  parliaments  were   required 
by  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  afcer*- 
tained  in  the  pradice  of  many  ages  :  that  the  members  of 
the  Lower  Houfe  were  chofen  by  the  body  of  the  nation, 
ftw  a  certain  term  of*  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
they  could  be  no  longer  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who, 
by  the  parliament's  protrading  its  own  authority,  would 
be  deprived  of  the   only  remedy  which  they  have  againft 
thofe  who,  through  ignorance  or  corruption,  betrayed  the 
-truft  repofed  in  them :  that  the  reafons  in  favour  of  fuch 
a  bill  were  weak  and  frivolous :  that,  with  refpeft  to  foreign 
jalliances,  no  prince  or  ftate  could  reafonably  depend  upon 
a  people  to  defend  their  liberties  and  interefts  who  (bould 
be  thought  to  have  given  up  fo  great  a  part  of  their  own  : 
nor  would  it  be  prudent  in  them  to  wifh  for  2  change  in 
that  conftitution   under  which  Europe  had  of  late  been  fo 
powerfully  fupported  :  on  the  contrary,  they  might  be  de* 
terred  from  entering  into  any  engagements  with  Great- 
Britain,  when  informed  by  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  that 
the  popifli  fadion  was  To  dangerous  as  to  threaten  de- 
flru£tion  to  the  government :  they  would  apprehend  that 
the  adminiftration  was  fo  weak  as  to  want  fo  extraordinary 
a  provifion  for  its  fafety  :  that  the  gentlemen  of  Britain 
were  not  to  be  trufted  ;  and  that  the  good  affeftions  of  the 
people  were  refirained  within  the  limits  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.     They  atfrmed  that  this  bill,  far  from  pre- 
venting the  expenfe  of  eledions,  would  rather  increafe  it, 
and  encourage  every  fpecies  of  corruption  ;    for  the  value 
ot  a  feat  would  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  duration  of 
a  parliament ;    and  the  purchafe  would  rife  accordingly  : 
that  a  long  parliament  would  yield  a  greater  temptation, 
as  well  as  a  better  opportunity  to  a  vicious  roiniftry,  to 
corrupt  the  members,  than  they  could  poffibly  have  when 
the  parliamients  were  (hort  and  frequent:  that  the  fame 
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rearons  urged  for  paffing  the  bill  to  continue  this  parlia* 
ment  for  feven  years  would  be  at  lead  as  ftrong,  and,  by 
1716^  the  condud  of  the  miniftry,  might  be  made  much  ftronger 
before  the  end  of  that  term,  for  continuing,  and  even  per- 
petuating their  legiflative  power,  to  theabfolute  fubveriion 
of  the  third  eftate  of  the  realm.  Thefe  arguments  ferved 
only  to  form  a  decent  debate,  after  which  the  bill  for 
feptennial  parliaments  pafled  by  a  great  majority;  though 
twenty  peers  entered  a  proteft.  It  met  with  the  fame 
fate  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  where  many  ftrong  objeflions 
were  ftarted  to  no  purpofe.  They  were  represented  as 
the  effefts  of  party  fpleen  ;  and,  indeed,  this  was  the  great 
fpring  of  aSion  on  both  fides.  Thequeftion  for  the  bill 
jwas  carried  in  the  affirmative ;  and  in  a  little  time  it  re- 
ceived .the  royal  fandiion. 

§XXXV.  The  rebellion  being  utterly  quelled,,  and 
all  the'  fufpeded  perfons  of  confequence  detained  in  fafe 
cufliody,  the  King  refolved  to  vifit  his  German  dominions, 
where  he  forefaw  a  ftorm  gathering  from  the  quarter  of 
Sweden.  Charles  XJL  was  extremely  exafperated  againft 
the  Eleilor  of  Hanover,  for  having  entered  into  the  con- 
federacy agaihft  him  in  his  abfence,  particularly  for  his 
having  purchafed  the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden, 
which  conftituted  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  he  breathed 
nothing  but  revenge  againd  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  avert  this  danger,  or  prepare  againft 
it,  that  the  King  now  determined  upon  a  voyage  to  the 
continent.  But  as  he  was  reftrided  fronii  leaving  his 
3riti(h  dominions,  by  the  ^  for  the  further  limitation  of 
the  crown,  this  claufe  was  repealed  in  a  new  bill  that 
pafled  through  both.  Houfes  without  the  leaft  difficulty. 
On  the  twjenty-fixth  day  of  June,  the  King  ^lofed  the 
feffion  with  a  fpeech  upon  the  ufual  topicks,  in  which, 
however,  he  obferved  that  the  numerous  inftances  of  mercy 
he  had  Ihown  ferved  only  to  encourage  the  h&iotx  of  the 
Pretender,  whofe  partifens  aded  with  fuch  infolenqc  and 
folly,  as  if  they  intended  to  convince  the  world  that  they 
were  not  to  be  reclaimied  by  gentle  methods.      He  ifli- 
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timated  his  purpofe  of  vifiting  his  dominions  in  Germany  ;  chap. 
and  gave  them  to undcrftand,  that  he  had  conftituted  his  .  _'_  . 
bcjoved  fon,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  guardian  of  the  kingdom  lyiS, 
in  his  abfence.  About  this  period,  General  Macartney, 
who  had  returned  to  England  at  the  accefSon  of  King 
George,  prefented  himfelf  to  trial  for  the  murther  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton.  The  depofition  of  Colonel ,  Hamil- 
ton was  contradifted  by  two  park-keepers :  the  Genera! 
was  acquitted  of  the  charge,  reftored  to  his  rank  in  the 
army,  and  gratified  with  the  command  of  a  regiment. 
The  King's  brother.  Prince  Erneft,Bi{hop  of  Ofnabruck, 
was  created  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  Earl  of  Ul- 
fteri  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  his  brother  the  Earl,  of 
Hay,  to  whom  his  Majefty  owed,  in  a  great  meafure,  his 
peaceable  acceflion  to  the  throne,  as  ^ell  as  the  extinSion 
of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  were  now  difmifled  from"  all 
their  employments.  General  Carpenter  fucceeded  the 
Duke  in  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  in  North- Britain, 
and  in  the  government  of  Port-Mahon  ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Montrofe  was  appointed  lord-regifter  of  Scotland,  in  the 
room  of  the  Earl  of  Hay. 

§  XXXVI.  On  the  feventh  day  of  July,  the  King  cm- 
barked  at  Gravefend,  landed  on  the  ninth  in  Holland^ 
through  which  he  paffed  incognito  to  Hanover,  and  from 
thence  fet  out  for  Pyrmont.  His  aim  was  to  fecure  his 
German  dominions  from  the  Swede,  and  Great- Britain 
from  the  Pretender.  Thefe  two  princes  had  already  be- 
gun to  form  a  def^gq,  in  conjun£lion,  of  invading  his 
kingdom.  He  knew  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  refolved  to 
afcend  the  throne  of  France,  in  cafe  the  young  King,  who 
was  a  fickly  child,  fhould  die  without  male  ifTue.  The 
Regent  was  not  ignorant  that  Philip  of  Spain  would, 
powerfully  conteft  that  fucceffion,  notwithftanding  his 
renunciation ;  and  he  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
ftrengthcn  his  intereft  by  an  alliance  with  the  maritime 
powers  of  England  and  Holland.  The  King  of  England 
founded  him  on  this  fubjeft,  and  found  him  eager  to  en- 
gage in  fuch  an  aflbciation.     The  negociation  wa*  carried 
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on  by  General  Cadogan  for  England,  the  Abbe  du  Bois 
for  France,  and  the  Penfionnary  Heinfius  for  the  States- 
Geqerah  The  Regent  readily  complied  with  all  thtir  de- 
mands. He  engaged  that  the  Pretender  ihould  immedir 
atdy  depart  from  Avignon  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps, 
and  never  return  to  Lorraine  or  France  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever:  that  no  rebellious  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain 
ihould  be  allowed  to  refide  in  that  kingdom  :  and  that  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  with  refpedt  to  the  demolition  of  Dun- 
kirk, fhould  be  fully  executed  to  the  fatisfa£lion  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty.  The  treaty  contained  a  mutual 
guarantee  of  all  the  places  pofieiTed  by  the  con- 
trailing  powers ;  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion  on  the 
throne  of  England,  as  well  as  of  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  the  crown  of  Franci6j  and  a  defenfivc 
alliance,  ftipulating  the  proportion  of  fhipi  and  forces  to 
be  furnifhed  to  that  power  which  (hould  be  difturbed  at 
home  or  invaded  from  abroad.  The  Englifli  people 
murmured  at  this  treaty.  They  faid  an  unnecelTary  um- 
brage was  given  to  Spain,  with  which  the  nation  had 
great  commercial  connexions ;  and  that,  on  pretenfe  of  an 
invafion,  a  body  of  foreign  troops  might  be  introduced  to 
enflave  the  kingdom, 

§  XXX  VIL  His  Majefty  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  bis 
endeavours  to  appeafe  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  refufed 
to  liften  to  any  overtures  until  Bremen  and  Verdcn (hould 
be  reftored.  Thefe  the  Eleflorof  Hanover  rcfolved  to 
keep  as  a  fair  purchafe^  and  he  engaged  in  a  confederacy 
with  the  enemies  of  Charles,  for  the  maintenance  of  this 
acquifition.  Mean  while  his  rupture  with, Sweden  was 
extremely  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England,  and 
had  well  nigh  entailed  upon  the  kingdom  another  invafion^ 
much  more  formidable  than  that  which  had  fo  lately  mif* 
carried.  The  minifters  of  Sweden  refident  at  London, 
Paris,  and  the  Hague  maintained  a  correfpondence  widi 
the  difafFeSed  fubje£is  of  Great-Britain.  A  fcheme  was 
formed  for  the  Swedifh  King's  landing  on  this  ifland  with  a 
cbnfiderablcbody  offerees,  where  beihould  be  joined  by 
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tkc  malcontei^s  of  the  united  kiogdom.    Charles  reHihed    chap. 
t)>e  ^tefprife^  which  flattered  his  ambition  apd.  revenge :   1^  _^!^  ji 
0^ nva^  it  dif^reeable  to  the  Qzar  of  Mufcovy,  who  re-*      ^7^^* 
fented  t^  £i«^r's  offer  of  joining  the  Swede  againft  the 
^uffiafiiS,  provided  he  would  ratify  the,  ceffion  of  Bremen 
a^d;  V^rden.     King  George  having  received  intloiatbn  of 
Ihefe  intrigues^  returned  to  ^ngUnd  towards  the  end  of 
Janu^y ;.  and  ordered  a  d^taqhmen^of  foot- guards  to  fecure 
Count  Csyllenbur^  tbeSwedilJi  mjl^nifter,.  with  all  his  papers* 
A%  the  fi;uB.e  titne,  Sirjjicob  Banclc^  and  Mr*   CJiarles. 
^9fiif:  w^re:  ;^gi;e;b^nded.     TKq  other   foreign  minifters, 
took,  tbe  ajU^m^  and,  r^n^onftrated  tp  the  miniftry  upon  this^ 
outrage  comn^ijttjed  againft  the  Uw  of  nations.     The  two 
$^retarie5gSt2|fikope  and  MethuQ|i,..wro/2e  circglar  letters 
to  thetn,  s^iTuring.  tl^eoi  that  in  a,  day  or  two  they  ihould 
be  acqu^intpd  with  the  reafons  that  i^duc.qd  the  King  to 
^Jce  fuch  2^n^  extraordinary  ftep»     If  hey  were   generally 
^tisfied  wJjtK  this  intjim^tipn :  but  the  Marqtiis  de.Monte-^ 
l^Qpe^  afnbaflador  from  Spain ».  exprefled  his  concern,  that 
no  oth^r.  v^y  could  be  found  to  prefery§  the  peace  of  the 
kitigdoo?,  without  arreting  the  perfon  of  a  publick  mii^-^  ^ 
fier^  and  ieifipg.  all  his  paper^>  whi<;K  M'ere  the  floored  re-^ 
p<^tcr4es  of  his.  mafter's   feorjefs  :.  h^  obferveda^  that  ia 
Mrhat€ver  mai^p^r  thefe  two  f^^  fpight  f^em  tQ  b^  undfsr* 
flood,    tbtey   very  fenfiUy.  wjound^d  the  law.  Qf  nfttions.. 
Aboutj  the  f^ui©  tirne  iiaf om  Gjort^,.  tb^  Swisdi^.refiden- 
tiary  in  Hpjls^j.wasfeifed  wiihbif  p^per^atjAfph^ini,  aiti 
t(be>dc^fir€  QfrKjog  Geprge,.qo»muin*cafed  to  th«  Sitftt^  by/ 

Mfw.Leathes^ Wsminifterauthe^lfagu©*  TheBargniown^dt 
he  ha4:proje£fced  th^>  invafion,.  a  <tefign.  that  w^fc  juftified 
l)y  the  coindu*^.  of  King,  Q»org€ti;Wbp  had:  jpinjsd  the 
princes  io  confederacy  agafnft  th€^  <King  of:  Swcderi,.  with-» 
out  having  receiyted  the  kait..prpvoca(ion;  who  hpd  affiil'- 
^d  the  King  of  Denmark,  in.  fubduing  the  duphies  .0^ 
Bremen  and.  Verden,  aiid  tbon,  pu/chaf^  them  of  the 
ufurperj  and  who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  tWs  very  fummer, 
fentaftrong  fquadron.  of  ifeips  to.  theBaltick»  where  it 
joined  the  Danes  and  RuiBan$  agalnit  the  Swedifti  fleet* 

§  XXXVIII. 
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§  XXX VIII.  When  the  parliament  of  Great-Britalfi 
met  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,   the  King  informed 

17x6.       them  of  the  triple  alliance  he  had  concluded  with  France" 
and  Holland>    He  mentioned  the  projeAedF^invafion ;  tdd 
them  he  had   given  orders   for  laying  before  them  copies 
of  the  letters  which  had  paiSed  between  the  Swedilh  mini- 
fters  on  that  fubjed ;  and  he  derinanded  of  the  Commons 
fuch  fupplics  as  fliould  be  found  neceflary  for  the  defenfe 
of  the  kingdom.     By  thofe  papers   it  appeared   that  the? 
feheme  projected  by  Baron  Gortz  was  very  plaufibk,  and 
even  ripe  for  execution  5  which,  boweverj   was  poftponed 
until  the  army  fhould   be  reduced,  and  the   Dutch  aux-» 
iliaries  fent  back  to  their  owft  country*     The  letters  being 
tezd  in   parliament,  both   Houfes  prefented  addrefles,  in 
which  th^y  extolled   the  King's  prudence  in  eftablifhing 
fuch  conventions   with  foreign  potentates  as  might  repair 
the  grofs  defeats,  and  prevent  the  pernicious  cionfequcnces 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  they  termed  a  treacherous 
and  diflionourable  peace  :  and  they  exprefled  their  horrbur 
ind   indignation  at  the   malice   and  ingratitude  of  thofcf 
who   had   encouraged  an  invafion  of  their  country.    H^ 
likewife  received  an  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind  from  the  con- 
vocation 5  another  from   the  diflenting  minilters;  a  third 
from  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge;  but  Oxford  was  not 
fo  lavifh  of  her  compliments.     At  a  meeting  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  and  heads  of  that  univerfity,  a  motion  was  made 
for  ah  addrefs  to  the  King,  on  the  fuppreffion  of  the  late 
imnatural  rebellion 5  his  Majefty's  fafe  return;  and  the 
favour  lately  fhown  to  the  univerfitj',  in  omitting,  at  their* 
I'equeft,  the  ceremony  of  burning  in  effigy  the  dcvili  the 
Pope,  the  Pretender j  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  Earl 
of  Map^   on  the  anniverfary  of  his  Majefty's  acceffion. 
Dr.    Smrfridge,   Bifhoj)  of  .Briftol,    obferved,  that    th& 
I'ebellion  had  been  long  fuppreffed :   that   there  would  be' 
j\o  end  of  addrefles,  (hould  one   be  prefented  every  time 
his   Majefty     returned    from    his   German    dominions: 
that  the  late  favour  they  had  received  was  overbalanced  b/ 
a  whole  regiment  now  quartered  upon  them  j  and  thai 
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there  was  no  precedent  for  addreffing^  a  King  upon  his 
i^turn  frorti  his  German  d^minions•  The  univerfity 
thought  they  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the  little  regard 
paid  to  their  remonftrance,  touching  a  riot  raifed  in  that 
city  by  the  foldiers  there  quartered,  on  prctenfe  that  the 
anniverfary  of  the  Prince's  birth-day  bad  not  been  cele- 
brated with  the  ufual  rejoicings.  Affidavits  had  been  fent 
up  to  the  council,  which  feemed  to  favour  the  officers  of 
the  regiment.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  deliberated  uponf 
the  mutiny-bill,  by  which  the  foldiers  were  exempted 
from  arrefts  for  debts,  complaint  was  made  of  their  lr« 
ceHtious  behaviour  at  Oxford ;  and  a  motion  was  made, 
that  they  (hould  enquire  into  the  riot.  The  Lords  prc- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  Q^ieen,  defiring  that  the  papers 
relating  to  that  affair  might  be  faid  before  the  Houfe, 
Thefe  being  perufed,  were  found  to  be  rccrimin2[t;6ns  be- 
tween the  Oxonians  and  the  officers  of  the  regrment.  A 
warm  debate  enfued,  during  which  the  Earl  of  Abingdori 
offered  a  petition  from  the  Vice- Chancel  lor  of  the  uniVer- 
frty,  the  mayor  and  magiftrates  of  Oxford,  praying  to  be 
heard.  One  of  the  court  members  obferving  that  it  would 
be  irregular  to  receive  a  petition  while  the  Houfe  was  in  a 
grand  committee,  a  motion  w^s  made,  that  the  chairman 
ihould  l)?ave  the  chair:  but  this  being  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, the  debate  was  refumed,  and  the  majority  agreed 
to  the  following  refolutions :  That  the  heads  of  the  uni- 
verfity, and  mayor  of  *the  city,  ncgle<5ted  to  make  publick 
rejoicings  on  the  Prince's  birth-day :  That  the  officers 
having  met  to  celebrate  that  day,  the  houfe  in  which  they 
had  affembled  was  affaulted,  and  the  windows  were  broken 
by  the  rabble :  That  this  affault  was  the  beginning  and 
occafion  of  the  riots  that  enfued  :  That  the  conduft  of 
the  major  feemed  well  juffified  by  the  affidavits  produced 
on  his  part :  That  the  printing  and  publiihing  the  depo- 
fitions,  upon  which  the  complaints  relating  to  the  riots  at 
Oxford  were  founded,  while  that  matter  was  under  the 
examination  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  the  council, 
and    before  they  had   time  to  come  to  any   refolution   Voiuiie. 
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\     BOOK    touching  the  fame,  was  irregular,  difrefpefl;fiil  to  )HS'R<^2d 
i_      '  ,„^  Highnefs,  and  tending  to  {edition.     An  enquiry  of  thi* 
1716.       nature,  fo  managed,  did  not  much  redound  to  the  honour 
of  fuch  an  auguft  aflembly. 
An.  X717.        §  XXXIX.  The  Commons  pafled  a  bill,  prohibiting 
all  commerce  with  Sweden,  a  branch  of  trade  which  w»9 
of  the  utcnoft  confequence  to  the    £hg]i^   merchants. 
They  voted  ten  tboufand  feamen  for  the  enfoing  yctPj 
granted  about  a  million  for  the  maintenance  of  guards,,  gar* 
rifons,  and  land  forces ;  and  pafied   the  bill   relating  to 
mutiny  and  defertion.     The  Houfe   likewife  voted  fotir- 
and-twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  payment  of  four  h^A^ 
talions  of  Munfter  and  two  of  Saxe-Gotha,  whiph  *hfl  King 
had  taken  into  his  fervice,  to  fupply  th£  place  of  Ai<^:  ^s 
might  be,  during  the  rebellion,  drawn  froni-the  gari^fiMH^: 
of  the  States- General  to  the  afSftance  of  England.     Tlfttf 
vote,  however,   was  not  carried  without  a  violent  debate* 
The  demand  was  inveighed  againft  as  an  impofuioii^  iae-^ 
ing  no  troops  had  ever  ferved.     A  motion  was  made  for 
an  addrefs,  defiring  that  the  inftru£iions  of  thofe  who 
concluded   the   tieaties  might  be  laid  before  the  Houie  :. 
but  this  was  over-ruled   by  the  majority*.     The  fupplie^  . 
were  raifed  by  a.land<-tax  of  three  (hillings  in  the  poun^t 
and  a  malt-tax.     What  the  Commons  had  given^was  nor 
thought  fufficient  for  the  expenfe  of  the  year  j  therefore, 
Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  brought  ^meiTage  from;  his  Ma- 
jefty,  demanding  an  extraordinary  fupply,,  tl^at  he  might 
be  the  better  enabled  to  fecurehis  kingdoms  ^g^inA*  the  . 
danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  frooit  Sweden; 
and  he  moved  that  a  fupply  fhould  be  granted.  tohis^Ma- 
jefty  for  this  purpofe.     Mr.  Shippen  obferved,  it.  iwaSj  a 

.     great 

•  This  year  was  rendered  famous '  by  a  compkte  viflory  which  Prince 
Eugene  obtained  over  the  Turks  at  Peterwaradin  upon  the  Danube.  The 
battle  was  fought  on  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft.  The  Imperial  army  did 
not:exceed  fixty  thoufand  inea  :  that  of  the  IiWIdels  anvounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufandf  commanded  by  the  Grand  Vafirj  who  yras  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the  engagement.  The  Infidels  were  totaUy  defeated, 
with  the  lofs  of  all  their  tents^  artillery^  and  baggage  j  fo  chat  the  vigors 
obtained  an'irameniebooty. 
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great  misfortune  that  the  King  was  as  little  acquainted 
with  the  parliamemary  proceedings  as  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country :  that  the  meffage  was  unparlia-  i7i7« 
mentary  and  unprecedented  ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  penned 
by  fome  foreign  minifter :  he  laid  he  had  been  often 
told  that  his  Majeily  had  retrieved  the  honour  and  re- 
putation of  the  nation  ;  a  truth  which  appeared  in  the 
flourifhing  condition  of  trade:  but  that  the  fupply  de- 
manded feemed  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  glorious  advan- 
tages which  his  Majefty  had  obtained  for  the  people.  He 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Hungerford,  who  declared  that  for 
his  part  he  cquld  not  underftand  what  occafion  there  was 
for  new  alliances ;  much  lefs  that  they  (hould  be  pur- 
chafed  with  money.  He  exprelTed  his  furprife  that  a  na- 
tion fo  lately  the  terrour  of  France  and  Spain  (hould  now 
feem  to  fear  fo  ihconfiderable  an  enemy  as  the  King  of 
Sweden,  The  motion  was  fupportcd  by  Mr.  Bofcawen, 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  and  others :  but  fome  of  the  Whigs 
fpoke  againft  it;  and  Mr.  Robert  Wal pole  was  filent. 
The  Speaker,  and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 
Exchequer,  oppofed  this  unparliamentary  way  of  demand- 
ing the  fupply  :  the  former  propofed  that  part  of  the 
army  (hould  be  difbanded,  and  the  money  applied  towards 
the  making  good  fuch  iiew  engagements  as  were  deemed 
neceflary.  After  feveral  fucceffive  debates,  the  refolution 
for  a  fupply  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  four  voices. 

§  XL*  The  miniftry  Was  now  divided  within  itfelf. 
Lord  Townihend  had  been  removed  from  the  office  of  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  by,  the  intrigues  of  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land ;  and  he  was  now  likewife  difmiffed  from  the  place 
of  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  re- 
figned  his  pofts  of  firft  commiffionerof  the  Treafury  and 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  his  example  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Pulteney,  fecretary  at  war,  and  Mr.  Methuen,  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate.  When  the  affair  of  the  fupply  was  re- 
fumed  in  the  Houfeof  Commons',  Mr.  Stanhope  made  a* 
motion  for  granting  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
for  that  purpofe.    Mr.  Pulteney  obferved,   that  having 
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refign^d   his  place,  he,  might  now  a£l  with  the  freedom 
becoming  an  Englilbman :  he  declared  againfl:  the  manner 
1717.       of  granting  the  fupply,  as  unparliamentary  and  unprece- 
dented.    He   faid  he  could  not  perfuade  himfelf  that  .any 
Englifliman   advifed  his  Majefty  to  fend  fuch  a  meffage  j. 
but  he  doubted  not  the  refolution  of  a  Britifb  parliament 
would  make  a  German  niiniftry  tremble.     Mr.  Stanhope- 
having  harangued  the  Houfe  in  vindication  of  theminiftryy 
Mr.  Smith  anfwpred  every  artide  of  his  fpeech :  he  affirmed 
that  if  an  eftimate  of  the  conduft  of  the  miniftry  in  re- 
lation to  affairs  abroad  was  to  be,  made  from  a  comparifon 
.    '  of  their  conduS  at  home,  they  would  not  appear  altogether 
fo  faultlcfs   as   they   were  reprefented.     "  Was  it  not  a 
*'  miftake  (faid  he)  not  to  preferve  the  peace  at  home, 
•*  after  the  King  had  afeended  the  throne  with  the  uni- 
*'  verfal  applaufe  and  joyful  acclamations   of  all  his  fub- 
*'  jefts  ?     Was  it  not  a  miftake,  upon  the  breaking  out  of 
'*  the  rebellion,  not'to  iffue  a  proclamation,  to  offer  par- 
'*  don  to  fuch  as  (bould  return  home  peaceably,  according 
.    **•  to  the  cuftom  on  former  occafions  of  the  fame  nature  f 
♦'  Was  it  not  a  miftake,  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebel- 
**  lion,  and  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  principal  au- 
**  thours  of  it,  to  keep  up  animoftties,  and  drive  people  to 
defpair,  by  not  paffing  an  aft  of  indemnity  j  by  keeping 
fo  many  perfons  under  hard  and  tedious  confinement  > 
and  by  granting  pardons  to  fome,  without  leaving  them^ 
"  any  means  to  fubfift  ?     Is  it  not  a  miftake,  not  to  truft 
''  to  a  vote  of  parliament  for  making  good  fuch  engage^ 
*'  ments  as  his  Majefty  ftiould  think  proper  to  enter  into  j 
*'  and  inftead  of  that,  to  infift  onthe  granting  this  fupply 
**  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  to 
*'  take  this  opportunity  to  create  divifions,  and  render 
"  fome  of  the  King's  heft  friends  fufpefted  and  obnoxiousf 
"  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  in  ftiort,  to  form  parties  and  cabals, 
*'  in  order  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  aft  of  occafional 
**  conformity  ?'*    A  great  number  of  members  had  agreed 
to  this  meafure  in  private,  though  at  this  period  it  was 

not  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    After  a  long 
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debate  the  fum  was  granted.  Thefe  were  the  firfir-friiits 
of  Britain's  being  wedded  to  the  interefts  of  the  continent. 
The  Eleftor  of  Hanover  quarrelled  with  the  King  of  Tjiy 
Sweden  ;  and  England  was  not  only  deprived  of  a  necef- 
fary  branch  of  commerce,  but  even  obliged  to  fupport 
him  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  The  miniftry  now 
underwent  a  new  revolution.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland 
and  Mr.  Addifon  were  appointed  fecretaries  of  ftate  :  Mr, 
Stanhope  became  firft  commiiEoner  of  the  Treafury,  and 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

§  XLL  On  the  fixth  day  of  May,  the  King,  going  to 
tlie  Houfe  of  Peers,  gave  the  parliament  to  underftand, 
that  the  fleet  under  Sir  George  Byng,  which  had  failed  to 
the  Baltick,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Swedes,  was 
fafely  arrived  in  the  Sound.     He  faid  he  had  given  orders 
for   the  immediate  reduSion  of  ten  thoufand  foldiers,  as 
well  as  direftions  to  prepare  an  ad  of  indemnity.     He  de- 
fired   they   would  take   proper  meafures  for  reducing  the 
publick  debts  with  a  juft  regard  to  parliamentary  credit ; 
Stnd  that  they  would  go  through  ttie  publick  bufinefs  with 
all  poflible  defpatch  and   unanimity.     Some  progrefs  had 
already  been  made  in  deliberations  upon  the  debt  of  the 
nation,  which  was  comprehended  under  the  two  heads  of 
redeemable   and   irredeemable   incumbrances.     The  firft 
had  been  contra6led  with  a  redeemable  intereft ;  and  thefe 
the   publick  had  a  right   to  difcharge:  the  others  con- 
fifted  of  long  and  fhort  annuities  granted  for  a  greater  or 
lefs  number  of  years,  which  could  not  be  altered  without 
the  confent  of  the  proprietors*     Mr.  Robert  Walpole  had 
projected  a  fcheme  for  leflening  the  intereft,  and   paying 
the  capital  of  thofe  debts,  before  he  refigned  his  place  in 
the  Exchequer.     He  propofed,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  reduce  the  intereft  of  redeemable  funds,  and  offer  an  al- 
ternative to  the  proprietors   of  annuities.     His   plan  was     ^  • 
approved  ;   but,  when  he  refigned  his  places,  the  minifters 
madefome  fmall  alterations  in  it,  which  furniflifed  him  with 
a  pretenfe  for  oppofing  the  execution  of  the  fcheme.     In 
the  cpurfe  of  the  debate,  fome  warm  altercation  paffed 

Y  2  between 
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between  him  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  by  which  it  appeared^, 
they  had  made  a  pra£lice  of  felling  places  and  reverfions^ 
i7i7»       Mr.  Hungerford,  ftanding  up,  faid  he  was  forry  to  fee  two 
fuch  great  men  running  foul  of  one  another  :   that,  how* 
ever,  they  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  patriots  and  fathers 
of  their  country ;  and  iince  they  had  by  mischance  dif- 
covered  their  nakednefs,  the  dther  members  ought,  accord* 
ing  ta  the  cuftom  of  the  Eaft^  to  turn  their  backs  upon 
them,  that  they   might  not  be  feen  in  fuch  a  fhamefut 
condition.     Mr.  Bofcawen  moved  that  the  Houfe  would 
lay  their  commands  upon   them,   that  no  further  notice 
fhould  be  taken  of  what  had  pafTed.     He  Was  fecond^d  by 
Mr.  Methuen :   the  Houfe  approved  of  the  motion  ;  and. 
the  Speaker  took  their  word  and  honour  that  they  Ihould 
not  profecute  their  refentment.     The  money-corporations 
having  agreed  to  provide  cafh  for  fuch  creditors  as  (hould 
be  willing  to  receive  their  principal,  the  Houfe  came  to 
certain  refolutions,  on  which  were  founded  the  three  bilU 
that  pafied  into  laws,  under  the  names  of  ^'  The  South - 
•'  Sea  a<a,  the  Bank  aft,  and  the  General-fund  aft."  The 
original  ftock  of  the,  South-Sea  company  did  not  exceed 
nine  millions  four  hundred  and  feventy-one  thouiand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  -,  but  the  funds  granted 
beins:  fufHcient  to  anfwer  the  intereft  of  ten   millions  at 
fix  per  cent,  the  company  made  up  that  fum  to  the  govern- 
ment, for  which  they  received  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds- 
yearly,  and  eight  thoufand  pounds  a*year  for  management*. 
By  this  aft  they  declared  themfelves  willing  to  receive  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  eight  thoufand  for  ma- 
nagement. It  was  enaded,  That  the  company  ihould  con- 
tinue a  corporation,  until  the  redemption  of  their  annuity,, 
towards  which  not  lefs  than  a  million  ihould  be  paid  at  a. 
time.     They  were  likewife  required  to  advance  a  fum  not 
exceeding  two  millions,  towards  difcharging  the  principal 
and  intereft  due  on  the  four  lottery  funds  of  the  ninth 
and  tenth  years* of  Queen  Anne.     By  the   Bank  a£t  the 
governors  and  company  declared  themfelves   willing  to 
accept  an  annuity  of  eighty-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred 
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-l^i  fifty>-one   pounds,  feven  {hillings,  and  ten  pence  half- 
penny, or  the  principal  of  one  million  feven  hundred  and 
icvcnty-five    thoufand    twenty-feven    pounds,   feventeen      '^j^?-* 
IhiHings,  arid  ten  pence  halfpenny,  in  lieu  of  the  prefent 
annuity,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fix  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  one  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,'and  five  pence. 
Xhcy  likewife  declared  themfelves  willing  to  difcharge^ 
and  deliver  up  to  be  cancelled,  as  many  Exchequer-bills 
as  amounted  to  two  millions,  and  to  accept  of  an  annuity 
<>f  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  being  after  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  notice ;  to  cir- 
culate the  remaining  Exchequer-bills  at  three  per  cent, 
and  one  penny  per  day.     It  was  enafted.  That  the  former 
allowances  fhould  be  continued  to  Chrifimas,  and  then 
the  Bank  fhould  have  for  circulating  the  two  millions  five 
hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  and  twenty-five  pounds 
xemaining  Exchequer- bflls,   an    annuity   of    feventy-ftx 
Choufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  fifteen  fliillings, 
at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,   till  redeemed,  over 
and  abbve  the  one  penny  a-day  for  intereft.     By  the  fame 
a<5t  the  Bank  was  required  to  advance  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing ^WQ  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  towards 
difcharging  the  national  debt,  if  wanted,   on  condition 
that  they  ihould   have  -five  pounds  per  cent,  for  as  much 
as  they  might  advance,  redeemable   by  parliament.     The 
<jeneral-fund  aft  recited  the  feveral  a<Sls  of  parliament,  for 
icftablifhing  the  four  lotteries  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  years 
^f  the  late  Queen,  and  ftated  the  annual  ppoduce  of  the 
feveral  funds,  amounting  in  all   to -feven  hundred  twenty- 
Xour  thoufand  eight  hundred   forty-nine  pounds,   fix  fhil- 
jings,  and  ten  pence  one-?fifth.     This  was  the  General- 
fund  )    the  deficiency  of  which  was  to  be  made  good  an- 
nually, out  of  the  firft  aids  granted  by  parliament.     For 
the  regular   payment   of  all  fuch  annuities  as  Ihould  be 
made  payable  by  this  aft,    it  was  enafted.  That  all  the 
duties  and   revenues   mentioned  ^lerein  fhould   continue 
for  ever,  with  the  provifo,  however,  that   the  revenue^ 
/rendered    .by   this   aft   perpetual   fhould    be    fubjeft   tQ 
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redcmptioru  This  aft  contained  a  claufe  by  which  the 
finking  fund  was  eftabliflied.  The  reduftion  of  intercft 
17 jj.'  to  five  per  cent,  producing  a  furplus  or  excefs  upon  the 
appropriated  funds,  it  was  ena£led,  That  all  the  monies 
arifing  from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  furplus,  by  virtue 
of  the  zSts  for  redeeming  the  funds  of  the  Bank  and  pf  the 
South'Sea  company,  as  alfo  for  the  furplus  of  the  duties 
and  revenues  by  this  aA  appropriated  to  make  good  the 
General-fund,  fhould  be  appropriated  and  employed  for 
the  difcharging  the  principal  and  intereft  offuch  national 
debt  as  was  incurred  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  December 
of  the  preceding  year,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhould  be  direded 
or  appointed  by  any  future  aft  of  parliament,  to  be  dif- 
charged  out  of  the  fame,  and  for  none  other  ufe,  intent^ 
or  purpofe  whatfoever. 

§  XLII.  The  Earl  of  Oxford^  who  had  now  remained 
almofttwo  years  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower,  prefentcd  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Hpufe  of  Lords,  praying  that  his  imprifonment 
might  not  be  indefinite.  Some  of  the  Tory  lords  afiirmed 
that  the  impeachment  was  deftroyed  and  determined 
by  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  which  fuperfeded  the 
whole  proceedings ;  but  the  contrary  was  voted  by  a  con- 
fiderable  majority.  The  thirteenth  day  of  June  was  fixed 
for  the  trial ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  made  acquainted 
with  this  determination.  The  Commons  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Earl's  impeach- 
ment ;  and,  in  confequence  qf  their  report,  fent  a  meflage 
to  the  Lords,  demanding  longer  time  to  prepare  for  the  trial. 
Accordingly,  the  day  was  prolonged  to  the  twenty- fourth 
of  June;  and  the  Commons  appointed  the  committee, 
with  four  other  members,  to  be  the  managers  for  making 
good  the  Articles  of  impeachment.  At  the  appointed  tinie, 
the  Peers  repaired  to  the  court  in  Weftminfter-hall,  where 
Lord  Cowper  prefided  as  lord-fteward.  The  Commons 
were  afiembled  ^s  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe :  the 
ICingj  the  reft  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  foreign  mini- 
flers,  affifted  at  the  folemnity :  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ws^ 
brought  from  the  Tower:  the  articles  of  impeachment 

were 
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^Krere  read,  with  his  anfwers,  and  the  replication  of  the 

tJommons.     Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  ftanding  up  to  make  good 

^be  iirft  article.  Lord  Harcourt  fignificd  to  their  lordihips       i7i7< 

*that  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  and  they  adjourned  to  their 

own  houfe.     There  lie  reprefented^   that  a  gt:eat  deal  of 

!time  wquld  be  unneceiTarily  confumed  in  going  through 

,all  the  articles  of  the  impeachment :  that  if  the  Commons 

^would  make  good  the  two  articles  for  hightreafon,   the 

J£arl  of  Oxford  would    forfeit  both   life  and  eftate,  and 

^here  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter:  whereas,  to  proceed 

,on  the  method  propofed  by  the  Commons  would  draw^the 

trial  on  to  a  prodigious  length.  He,  therefore,    moved  that 

the  Commons  might  not  be  permitted   to  proceed,    until 

Judgement  fhould  be  firft  given  upon  the  articles  for  high- 

treafon.     He  was  fupported  by  the  Earls  of  Anglefey  and 

I>^ottingham,  the  Lord  Trevor^  and  a  confiderable  number 

•of  both  parties;  and  though  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Sun- 

^rland,  the  Lords  Coningfby  and  ^Parken,   the  motion 

was  carried   in  the  affirmative.    It;  produced  a  difput^  be* 

^ween  the  two  Houfes.     The  Commons,  at  a  conference, 

■<teiivered  a  paper,  containing  their  reafons  for  aiTerting  it 

'3s  their  undoubted  right  to  impeach  a  peer  either  for  treafon 

^r  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours;  or,  moiild  they  fee 

^pccafion,  to   miK   both   in   the  fame  accufation.      The 

Houfe  of  Lords  infifled  jpn  their   former  refolution ;  and 

4n  another  coaference    delivered  a  paper,  wherein  they 

.afierted  it  to  be  a  right  inherent  in  every  court  of  juftice 

to  order  and  dixcSt  fuch  methods  of  proceeding  as  it  ihould 

>Cfaink  iit  to  be  obferved  in  all  caufes   that  fall  under  its 

rcogjiizanice.     The  Commons  demanded  a  free  conference, 

which  was  refufed.    The  difpute  grew  more  and  more 

-warm.     The  Lords  fent  a  meiTage  to  theLow^r  Houfe^ 

Imparting,  that  they  intended  prefendy  to  proceed  on  the 

trial  of  the   Earl  of  Oxford.     The  Commons  paid  no 

regard  to  this  intimation ;  but  adjourned  to  the  third  day 

of  July.     The  Lords,  repairing  to  Weftminfter-hall,  took 

;their  places,  ordered   the  Earl   to  be  brought   to  ^he  bar, 

^d  made  proclamation  for  bis  accufers  to  appear.  Having 

y  4  Vfaitejd 
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wait^  a  quarter  of  an  hour,   they  adjourned  to  their  own 
houfe,  where,  after  fome  debate,   the  Earl  was  acquitted 
I7I7*      upon  a  divifion  :  then  returning  to  the  hall,    they  voted. 
That  he  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty,     Oxford  owed  his  fafety 
to  the  diflentions-  among   the   minifters,  and  to  the  late 
change  in  the  adminiftration.     In  confequenceof  this,  be 
was   delivered   from  the   perfecution  of  Walpole;    and 
numbered  among  his  friends  the  Dukes  of  Devon(hirc  and 
Argyle,  the  Earls   of  Nottingham  and   Hay,   and  Lord 
Townfhend,     The  Commons,   in  order  to  exprefs  their 
fenfe  of  his  demerit,    prefented    an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
defiring  he  might  -be  excepted  out  of  the  intended  zd  of 
grace.     The  King  promifed.  to  comply  with  their  requeft ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  forbade  the  Earl  to  appear  at  court. 
Ori  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  de- 
livered in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  the  a6l  of  grace,  which  paffcd 
through  both  Houfes  with  great  expedition..    From  this 
indulgence  were  excepted  the  Earl  of  Oxford ,   Mr.  Prior, 
Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  5  Crifp,  Nodey, 
Obryan,  Redmayne  the  printer,  and  Thompfon  j  as  alfo 
the  afiaffinators  in  Newgate,  and  the  clan  of  Mackgregor 
in  Scotland.     By  virtue  of  this  aft,  the  Earl  of  Cam- 
wath,  the  Lords  Widdrington  and  Naicn  were  irnme?* 
diately  diftharged  ;  together  with  all  the  gentlemen  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  and  thofe  that  were  con- 
fined on  account  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Fleet,  the  Marihal- 
fea,  and  other  prifons  of  the  kingdom.     The  aft  of  grace 
being  prepared  for  the  royal  aflentj  the  King  went  jto  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  on  the  fifteenth' day  of  July,   and  haviflg 
given  his  fanftion  to  all  the  bills  that  were  ready,  clofed 
the  fefTion  with  a  fpeech  on  the  ufual  topicks*' 

§  XLIII.  The  proceedings  in  the  Convocation  turned 
chiefly  upon  two  performances  of  Dr.  Hoadley,  Bifliop  of 
Bangor.  One  was  intituled,  *<  A  Prefervative  againft 
<*  the  Principles  and  Praftices  of  the  Nonjurors;" 
the  other  was  a  fermon  preached  before  the  King,  under 
the  title  of,  **  The  nature  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift." 
An  anfwer  to  this  difcouffe  w^s  publifhed  \>y  Dn  Snape, 
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matter  of  Eton  college,  and  the  convocation'  appointed  z 
committee  to  examine  the  BiOiop's  two  performances. 
They  drew  up  a  reprefentation,  in  which  the  Prefervative 
and  the  fermon  were  cenfi^red,  as  tending  to  fubvert  all 
government  and  difcipline  in  the  church  of  Chrift  ;  to 
reduce  his  kingdom  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion ; 
tQ  impugn  and  impeach  the  royal  fupremacy  in  caufes  ec- 
clefiaftic/i],  and  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  to  enforce 
obedience  in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  fandlions.  The 
government  thought  proper  to  pUta  ftop  to  thefe  proceed- 
ings by  a  prorogation;  which ».  however,  inflamed  the 
controverfy.  A  great  number  of  pens  were  drawn  againft 
the  Bifhop :  but  his  chief  antagonifts  were  Dr,  Snape  and 
Dri  Sherlock,  "whom  the  King  removed  from  the  office 
of  his  chaplains ;  and  the  Convocation  has  not  been  per- 
pitted  to  fit  and  do  bufinefs  fince  that  period. 
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CHAP.    11. 

§  I.  Diffiftnte  hiiwem  King  George  and  the  Cxar  of  Muf^ 
£ovy.     §  H.  The  King  of  Sweden  is  killed  at  Fredericiftadt. 
§111.  Negociation  for  the  quadruple  alliance*     §  IV,  Pro" 
ceedingf  in  parliament.      §  V.   jfames  Shepherd  executed 
for  a  dejign  againji  the  King^s  life.     Parliament  prorogued^ 
§  VI.   Ifatureof  the  quadruple  alliance.     §  VII.  Admiral 
Byng  fails  to  the  Mediterranean.     §  VIII.    He  deflroys  the 
French  fleet   off  Cape  Paffaro.     §  IX.    Remonftrances  of 
the  Spanijh  minijlry.     §'  X.  Difputes  in  parliament  touch^ 
big  the  admirafs  attacking  the  Spanijh  fleet »     §  XL  Aif 
for  Jirengthening  the  proteftant  interefi.      §  XII.  War  de^ 
clared againji  Spain.     §  XIII.  Confpiracy  againji  the  regent 
of  France.     §  XIV.   Intended  invajion  by  the  Duke  of  Or^ 
Tniond.     §  X  V .  Thre^  hundred  Spaniards  land  and  are  taken 
in  Scotland    §  XVI.  Account  of  the  peerage  bill.   §  XVIL 
Count  Merci  ajfumes  the  command  of  the  Imperial  army  in 
Sicily.     %  XVIII.  Aaivity  of  Admiral  Byng.     §  XIX, 
The  Spanijh  troops  evacuate  Sicily.     §  XX«   Philip  obliged 
to  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance.     §  XXI  •  BiUfor  fecurinz 
the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great-Britain. 
§  XXII.  South-Sea  a^.      §  XXIII.    Charters  granted 
to  the  royal  and  London  ajfurance  offices.     §  XXIV.  Treaty 
of  alliance  with  Sweden.     §  XXV.  The  Prince  of  Heffe 
eleaedKing  of  Sweden.     §  XXVI.  EffeSis  of  the  Souths 
Seafcheme.     §  XXVII.  The  babble  breaks.     §  XXVIII. 
A  fecret  committee  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
§  XXIX.  Enquiry  carried  on  by  both  Houfes.     §  XXX, 
Death  of  Earl  Stanhope  and  Mr.  CraggSj  both  fecretaries  of 
State.     §  XXXI.  The  ejlates  of  the  direHors  of  the  Souths 
Sea  company  are  confifcated.    §  XXXII.  Proceedings  of  the 
Commons  wiihrefpe£i  to  thejlock  of  the  South- Sea  company. 

f  I,  DIJ- 
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§  I.  X^  U  R I N  G  thefe  tranfadlions,  the  negociations 
.  JL/  of  the  North  were  continued  againft  the  King 
of  Sweden,  who  had  penetrated  into  Norway,  and  ad-  1717 
vanced  towards  Chriftianftadt,  the  capital  of  that  king, 
dom.  .  The  Csar  had  fent  five-and -twenty  thoufand 
Ruffians  to  affift  the  allies  in  the  reduSion  of  Wifmar, 
which  he  intended  to  beftow  upon  hisniece,  lately  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin  :  but,  before  his  troops 
arrived,  the  place  had  furrendered,  and  the  Ruffians  were 
not  admitted  into  the  garrifon  ;  a  circumftance  which  in- 
creafed  the  mifunderftahding  between  him  and  the  King 
of  Great -Britain.  Neverthelefs,  he  confented  to  a  projedt 
for  making  a  defcent  upon  Schonen,  and  aAually  took 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  allied  fleet;  though  he 
was  not  at  all  pleafed  to  fee  Sir  John  Norris  in  the  Baltick, 
becaufe  he  had  formed  deftgns  againft  Denmark,  which 
h'e  knew  the  Engliib  fquadron  would  prote£(.  He  fuddenly 
deiifted  from  the  expedition  againft  Schonen,  on  pretence 
that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  |  and  the  King  of 
Denmark  publiflied  a  manifefto,  remonftrating  againft  his 
condu£l  on  this  occafion.  By  this  time  Baron  Gortz 
had  planned  a  pacification  between  his  mafter  and  the 
Czar,  who  was  difcontented  with  all  his  German  allies, 
becaufe  they  oppofed  his  having  any  footing  in  the  empire. 
This  monarch  arrived  at  Amfterdam  in  December, 
"whither  he  was  followed  by  th^  Czarina;  and  he  adlually 
fi^fided  at  the  Hague  when  King  George  pafled  through  it, 
in  return  to  his  Britiih  dominions  :  but  he  declined  an 
interview  with  the  King  of  England.  When  Gyllen- 
burg's  letters  were  publifiied  in  London,  fome  pafTages 
feemed  to  favour  the  fuppofition  of  the  Czar's  being 
privy  to  the  confplracy.  His  minifter  at  the  Englilh  court 
prefcnted  along  memorial,  complaining  that  the  King 
had  caufed  to  be  printed  the  malicious  infinuations  of  his 
enemies.  He  denied  his  having  the  leaft  concern  in  the 
defign  of  the  Swedifti  King.  He  charged  the  court  of 
England  with  having  privately  treated  of  a  feparate  peace 
with  Charles,  and  even  with  having  promifed   to  affift  him 

againft 
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againft  the  Czar,  on  condition  that  he  would  relinquifli 
hiS/  pretenfions.  to  Bremen  and  Verden.  Nevertbelefs, 
1717'  he  exprefled  an  inclination  to  re-eftabli(h  the  ancient  good 
underftanding,  and  to  engage  in  vigorous  meafures  for 
profecuting  the  war  againft  the  common  enemy.  The 
memorial  was  anfwered  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
who  afiured  the  Czar  he  fhould  have  reafon  to  be  fully 
fatisfied,  if-  he  would  remove  the  ;  only  obftacie  to  their 
mutual  good  underftanding ;  in  other  words,  withdraw 
the  Ruffian  troops  from  the  empire.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  profeffions,  the  two  monarchs  were  never  perfedi/ 
reconciled. 

§  II.  The  Czar  made  an  excurfion  to  the  court  of 
France,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendlhip  with  the 
regent,  at  whofe  earneft  defire  he  promifed  to  recall  his 
troops  from  Mecklenburgh.  At  his  return  to  Amfterdam, 
he  had  a  private  interview  with  Gortz,  who,  as  well  as 
Gyllenburg,  had  been,  fet  at  liberty.  Gortz  under- 
took toadjuft  all.  differences  between  the  Czar  and  the 
King  of  Sweden  within  three  months ;  and  Peter -engaged 
to  fufpend  ail  operations  agdinft  Sweden,  until  that  tens 
fliould  be  expired.  .  A  congreCs  was  opened  at  Abo, 
between  the  Swedifh  and  Ruffian  ininifter$  j  but  the  con- 
ferences were  afterwards  removed,  tp  Aland*  By  this 
conventiorj,  the  Czar  obliged  himfelf  to  affift  Charles  in 
the  conqueft  of  Norway ;  and  they  promifed  to  unite  all 
their  forces  againft  the  Kin^  of  Great-Britain,  (hould  be 
prefume  to  interpofe.  Both  were  incenfed  againft  that 
prince ;  and  one  part  of  thejr  defign  was  to  raife  the  Pre- 
tender to  the  throne  of  England.  Baron  Gortz  fet  out 
from  Aland  for  Fredcrickftadt.in  Norway,  with  the  plan 
of.  peace :  but,  before  he  arrived,  Charles  was  killed  by  a 
cannon-ball  from  the  town,  as  he  vi^ted  the  trenches,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  November.  Baron  Gortz  was  immediately 
arretted,  and  brought  to  the  fcaffold  by  the  nobles  of 
Sweden,  whofe  hatred  he  had  incurred  by  his  infoJepccof 
behaviour.     The  death  of  Charles  was  fortunate  for  King 

Qeorgc.    §wc4en  was  fxow  obliged  to  fu))mit ;  whiie  ths 
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C^ar,  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  the  Eledor  of  Hanover, 
kept  poiTef&on  of  what  they  had  acquired  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war.  X7i7' 

§  III.   Thus  Bremen  and  Verden  were  fecured'  to  the  / 
houfe  of  Hanover  :   an  acquifition  towards  which  the 
Englifh  nation  contributed  by  her  money,  as  well  as  by 
her  arms :   an  acquifition  made  in  contradidion  to  the  en- 
gagements into -which  England  entered  when  KingWil- 
Ham  became  guarantee  for  the  treaty  of  Travendahl :  an 
acquifition  that  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  link  of  a 
political  chain  by  which  the  Engliih  nation  was  dragged 
back  into  expenfive  connexions  with  the  continent.     The 
King  had  not  yet  received  theinveftitureof  the  duchies;  and^ 
until  that  fhould  be  procured,  it  was  necefTary  to  efpoufe 
with  warmth  the  interefts  of  the  Emperor.     This  was  an- 
other fource  of  mifunderftanding  between  Great-Britain 
and  Spain.    Prince  Eugene  gained  another  complete  vic« 
tory  over  a  prodigious  army  of  the  Turks  at  Belgrade, 
which  was  furrendered  to  him  after  the  battle.     The  £m-« 
peror  had  engaged  in  this  war  as  an  ally  of  the  Venetians, 
whom  the  Turks  had  attacked,  and  driven  from  the  Morea, 
The  Pope  confidered  it  as  a  religious  war  againft  the  In«» 
fidels ;  and  obtained  repeated  aiTurances  from  the  King 
of  Spain,  that  he  would  not  undertake  any  thing  againft 
the  Emperor,  while  l\e  was  engaged  ih  fuch  a  laudable  quar-i 
rel.     Philip  had  even  fent  a  fquadron  of  (hips  and  gallies 
to  the  affiftance  of  the  Venetians.     In  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  however,  he  equipped  a  ftrong  armament,  the  com-* 
mand  of  which  he  beftowed  on  the  Marquis  de  Lede, 
who  failed  from  Barcelona  in  July,  and  landing  at  Cag- 
liari  in  Sardinia,  which  belonged  to  the  Emperor,  made  a 
cohqueft  of  the  whole  ifland.    At  the  fame  time,  the  King 
of  Spain  endeavoured  to  juftify  thefe  proceedings  by  a  ma-^ 
nifefto,  in   which  he  alledged  that  the  Archduke,  con- 
trary to  the  faith. of  treaties,. encouraged  and  fupported 
the  rebellion  of  his  fubjeds  in  Catalonia,  by  frequent 
fuccours  from  Naples,  and   other  places ;  and  that  the 
Great  Inquifitor  of  Spain  had   been  feifed,  though  furw 
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niflied  with  a  pafiport  from  his  Holinefs.     He  promifed, 
however,  to  proceed  no  farther,  and  fufpend  all  operations^ 
^^J^•      that  the  powers  of  Europe  might  have  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  contrive  expedients  for  reconciling  all  differ- 
ences, and  fecuring  the  peace  and  balance  of  power  in 
Italy  :  nay,  he  confented  that  this  important  affair  fhould 
be  left  to  the  arbitration  of  King  George  and  the  States* 
General,     Thefe   powers  undertook  the  oftce.      Con- 
ferences were  begun  between  the  minifters  of  the  Emperor, 
France,  England,  and  Holland  ;  and  thefe  produced,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  the  famous  quadruple 
alliance.     In  this  treaty  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  £m- 
'  p6ror  fhould  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  exchange  Sardinia  for  Sicily,  with  the  Duke  of 
Savoy :   that  the  fucceiiion  to  the  duchies  of  Tufcany, 
Parma,  and  Placentia,  which  the  Qtieen  of  Spain  claimed 
by  inheritance,  as  Princefs  of  the  houfe  of  Farnefe,  fhould 
be  fettled  on  her  eldefl  fon,  in  cafe  the  prefent  poffefibrs 
fhould  die   without  male  iflue.     Philip,  diffattsfied  with 
this  partition,  continued  to  make  formidable  preparations 
by  fea  and  land.     The  King  of  England  and  the  Regent 
of  France  interpofed  their  admonitions  to  no  purpofe.     At 
length  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  recourfe  to  more  fub- 
flantial  arguments,   and  ordered  a  flrong  fquadron  to   be 
equipped  with  all  poffible  expedition^, 

§  \v. 

*  The  Pretender,  who  refided  at  Urbino,  having  received  intelligence  from 
Paris,  that  there  was  a  defign  formed  againft  hi's  lifei   Pope  Clement  XI* 
gave  directions  that  all  foreigners  in  that  neighbourhood,  efpecially  ^gli(h» 
fhould  be  arrefted.     The  Earl  of  Peterborough  arriving  at  Bologna,  with  a 
few  armed  followers,  was  feifed,  with   all  his  papers.     Being  interrogated, 
he  faid  he  came  to  pafs  fome  time  in  Italy,  fi>r  the  benefit  of  the  air. '  He 
was  clofe  confined  for  a  whole  month  in  Fort  Urbino,  and  his  attendants 
were  fent  to  prifon*     Nothing  appearing  to  jujftify  the   fufpicion,  he  was 
difmifled  with  uncommon  civility.     The  King  demanding  reparation  for  this 
inftth,  the  Pope  wrote  with  his  own  hand  a  letter  to  an  ally  of  Great-Bri- 
t4ia,  declaring  that  the  Legate  of  Bologna  had  violently  and  unjuftly,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  his  Holinefs,  caufed  the  £arl  of  Peterborough  to  be 
feifed  upon   fufpicions  which  proved  to  be   ill-grounded.      The  Cardinal- 
legate  fent  a  declaration  to  the  £ngli(h   admiral    in  the  Mediterranetn, 
that  he  had  aiked  forgivenefs  of  his  Holinefs,  and  now  begged  pardon  of 
his  Britannick  Majefty,  for  having  unadvifedly  artefted  a  p^er  of  GreaC-Bci* 
tain  on  his  travels* 
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§  IV.  On  the  third  day  of  November,  the  Prtncefs  of  ^CH  AP. 
Wales  was  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  ceremony  of  whoie 
baptifm  was  produSive  of  a  difference  between  the  grand-  .1717 
father  and  the  father.  The  Prince  of  Wales  intended 
that  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of  York,  ihould  ftand  godfather* 
The  King  ordered  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  to  ftand  for 
himfelf.  After  the  ceremony,  the  Prince  exprefled  his  re- 
fentment  againft  this  nobkman  in  very  warm  terms.  The 
King  ordered  the  Prince  to  confine  himfelf  within  his  own 
apartments  ;  and  afterwards  fignified  his  pleafure  that  he 
ihould  quit  the  palace  of  St.  James's.  He  retired  with  the 
Princefs  to  a  houfe  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Grantham  ; 
but  the  children  were  detained  at  .the  palace.  All  peers 
and  peerefTes,  and  all  privy-counfellors  and  their  wives, 
ivere  given  to  underftand,  that'  in  cafe  they  vifited  the 
Prince  and  Princefs,  they  ihould  have  no  accefs  to  his 
Majefty's  prefence ;  and  all  who  enjoyed  pofts  and  places 
under  both  King  and  Prince  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
fervice  of  one  or  other,  at  their  option.  When  the  par* 
liameht  met  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  November,  the 
King,  in  his  fpeech,  told  both  Houfes  that  he  had  reduced 
tiie  army  to  very  near  one  half,  fince  the  beginning  of  tiie 
lafl;  feifion :  he  exprefled  his  defire  that  all  thofe  who  were 
friends  to  the  prefent  happy  eilablifhment  might  unani* 
moufly  concur  in  fome  proper  method  for  the  greater 
ftrengthening  the  proteftant  intereft,  of  which,  as  the 
church  of  England  was  unqueftionably  the  main  fupport 
and  bulwark,  fo  would  fhe  reap  the  principal  benefit  of 
every  advantage  accruing  from  the  union  and  mutual  cha- 
rity of  all  proteftants.  After  the  addrefles  ef  thanks, 
which  were  couched  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  the  Commons 
proceeded  to  take  into  con&deration  the  eftimates  and  ac- 
counts, in  order  to  fettle  the  eftabliflunent  of  the  army^ 
navy,  and  Ordnance.  Ten  thousand  men  were  vtoted  for 
the  fea-fervice.  When  the  fupply  for  the  army  Ml  under 
deliberation,  a  very  warm  debate  enfued,  upon  the  num- 
ber of  troops  necefTary  to  be  maintained.  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr*  Shippcn,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  in  a  long 
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elaborate  harangue,  infifted  upon  its  being  reduced  to 
twelve  thoufand.  They  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Craggs, 
17X7»  fccretary.  at  war,  and  Sir  David  Dalrymple.  Mr,  Ship- 
pen,  in  the  courfe^  of  the  debate,  faid  the  fecond  para- 
graph of  the  King's  fpeech  feemed  rather  to  be  calculated 
for  the  meridian  of  Germany  than  for  Great-Britain  ;  and 
it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  King  was  a  ftranger  to. 
our  language  and  conftitution,  Mr.  Lechmere  affirmed 
this  was  a  fcandalous  invedive  againft  the  King's  perfon 
and  government  j  and  moved  that  he  who  uttered  it  fhould 
be  fent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  Shippen,  refufing  to  retradt 
or  excufe  what  he  had  faid,  was  voted  to  the  Tower  by  a 
great  majority  j  and  the  number  of  ftanding  forces  was 
fixed  at  fixteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-feven 
eiFedive  men. 

§  V.  On  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  filver  coin, 
occafioned  by  the  exportation  of  fiiver,  and  the  importation 
of  gold,  a  motion  was  made  to  put  a  flop  to  this  growing 
evil,  by  lowering  the  value  of  gold  fpecie.  The  Com- 
mons examined  a  reprefentation  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Treafury  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  mafter  of  the  Mint, 
on  this  fubje<^.  Mr.  Cafwel  explained  the  nature  of  a 
clandeftine  trade  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  and  Hanif- 
burghers,  in  concert  with  the  Jews  of  England  and  other 
traders,  for  exporting  the  filver  coin  and  importing  gold, 
which  being  coined  at  the  Mint,  yielded  a  profit  of  fifteen 
pence  upon  every  guinea.  The  Houfe,  in  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  defired  that  a  proclamation  might  be  ifTued, 
forbidding  all  peribns  to  utter  oc  receive  guineas  at  a  higher 
rate  than  one-and*twenty  fbiilings  each.  His  Majefty 
complied  with  their  requeft :  but  people  hoarding  up  their 
filver,  in  hopes  that  the  price  of  it  would  be  raifed,  or 
Jn  apprehenfion  that  the  gold  would  be  lowered  flill  far- 
ther, the  two  Houfes  refolved  that  the  flandard  of  the  gold 
and  filver  coins  of  the  kingdom  fhould  not  be  altered  in 
finenefs,  weight,  or  denomination ;  and  they  ordered  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in,  to  prevent  the  melting  down  of  the  filver 
coin.    At  this  period,  one  James  Shepherd,  a  youth  of 
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B^teen,  appnemice  to  a  coachmaker,  and  an  enthuHaft  in 
Jacobttifin^   fent  a  letter  to  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  pro* 
pofing  a  fcheme  for  aflaifinating  Kihg  George.     He  was        ^717* 
icnaiediatdy  apprehended,  owned  the  defign,  was  tried^ 
condemned,  and  executed  at  Tyburn.     This  was  likewife 
the  fate  of  the  Marquis  de  Palieotti^  ah  Italian  nobleman^ 
brother  to  the   Duchefs  of  Shre^fbury.     He  had,  in  a 
tranfport  of  paffion^  killed  his  own  fervant ;  and  feemed 
indeed  to  be  difordered  in  his  brain.     After  he  had  received 
fentenee  of  death,  the  King's  pardon  was  eameftly  foIH- 
ctfted  by  his  iifter,   the  Duchefs,  and  many  other  perfons 
of  the  firft  diftinSiQn  :  but  the  common  people  became 
fo  clamorous,  that  it   was   thought  dangerous  to  refcue 
biea  from  the  penalties  of  the  law,  which  he  accordingly 
underwent  in  the  moft  ignominious  manner.     No  fubjet^ 
produced  fo  much  heat  and  altercation  in  parliament  dur- 
ing thi«  fefllon,  as   did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land* 
^ces,  and  puni&ing  mutiny  and  defertion :  a  bill  which 
was    looked  upon  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  liberties 
ttittf  ^tonftittttioA  of  England,  inafmuch  as  it  eftablifhed 
mvrlial  law,  which  wrcfted  from  the  civil  magiftrate  the 
«^niaanceof  crimes  and  mifdemeanours  committed  by  the  . 
foidnsrs  and  officers  of  the  army  :  a  jurifdiftion  incorififtent 
w.ifth  the  genras  aftd  difpofition  of  the  people.     The  dan- 
gers that  might  accrue  from  fuch  a  power  were  explained 
in  tihe  Lower  Houfehy  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Harley,  and 
ML  Robiert  Walpole,  which  laft^   however,  voted  after- 
Qtards  fijrthc  bilU     In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  flrenu- 
tfu&y  oppofed  by  the  Earis  of  Oxford,  Strafford,  and  Lord 
jiascourt*      Their  objections   were  anfwered   by   Lord 
Garoeretb     The  bill  pa^Sed  by  a  great  majority ;  but  divers 
lords  entered  a  proteft.     This  affair  being  difcuffed,  a  bill 
wtos-  brought  in  for  viefting  ift  truftces  the  forfeited  eftates 
hm  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the  pub- 
tick  §  ^'giving  relief  to  lawful  creditors,  by  determining 
tlie  claims  j  and   for  the  more  effedlual  bringing  into  the 
refpeftive  exchequers  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  eftates 
till  fold.     Thc'time  of  claiming  was  prolonged  :  the  fum 
YolJL  Z  of 
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of  twenty  thoufand  poands  was  refcrved  out  of  the  fale  of 

_     tlie  eftates  in  Scotland,   for  ereSing  fchools ;   and  eight 

17T7.       thoufand  pounds  for  building  barracks  in  that  ktngdoiri. 
Oldmixon.     The  King  having  fignified,  by  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Annals.        Commons,  that  he  had  lately  received  fueh  information 
Bu^hct/      from  abroad,  as  gave  reafon  to  believe  that  a  naval  force, 
Hift.Reg.     employed  where  it  fhould  be  neceffary,  would  give  weight 
State  Trials   to  his  endeavours  :  he,  therefore,  thought  fit  to  acquaint 
Deb.inPar.   ^j^^  Houfc  with  this  circumftancc,  not  doubting  but  that 
Lives  of  the   in  cafe  he  fhould  be  obliged,  at  this  critical  jund:ure,  to 
Admirals,     exceed  the  number  of  men  granted  this  year  for  the  fca- 
fervice,   the  Houfe  would  provide  for   fuch    exceeding. 
The  Commons  immediately  drew  up   and  prefented  an 
addrefs,  aiTuring  his  Majefty  that  they  would  make  good 
fuch  exceedings  of  feamen   as  he  (hould  find  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     On  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  March,  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and, 
having  paiTed  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal  2iStat^ 
ordered  the  parliament  to  be  prorogued*. 
An.  1718*        §  VI.  The  King  of  Spain,  by  the  care  and  indefati- 
gable diligence  of  his  prime  minifter,  Cardinal  Alberoni, 
equipped  a  very  formidable  armament,  which,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  fet  fail  from  Barcelona  towards  Italy; 
but  the  deftination  of  it  was  not  knowii.     A  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  having  been  fitted  out  in  England,  the  Marquis  de 
^4onteleone,  ambafladour  from  Spain,  prefented  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Britifh  miniftry,  importing  that  fo  powerful  an 
armament  in  time  of  peace  could  not  but  give  umbrage  to 
the  King  his  mafter,  and  alter  the  good  intelligence  diat 
fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns.     In  anfwer  to  this  re- 
prefentation,  the  minifters  declared  that  the  King  intend- 
ed to  fend    Admiral  Byng  with  a  powerful  fquadron  into 
the  Mediterranean,  to  maintain  the  neutrality  in  Italy. 

Mean 

*  £arl  Cowper,  lord-chancellor,  reiigned  (he  great  (eai,  wluch  was  at 
firlk  put  in  commiflion,  but  afterwards  given  to  Lord  Parker,  at  hi^ 
chancellor.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland  was  made  prefldent  of  the  coimcU^ 
and  firft  conuniilioner  of  the  Treafury.  Lord  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Craggt 
were  appointed  fecretaries  of  ilate.  Lord  Stanhope  and  Lord  Cadoean  wdp9 
afterwardj  created  earls. 
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Meanwhile,  the  negociations  between  the  Englifli  and 
French  minifiers  produced  the  quadruple  alliance^  by 
which  King  George  and  the  Regent  prefer ibed  a  peace 
between  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  King 
of  Sicily,  and  undertook  to  compel  Philip  and  the  Savoy-* 
ard  to  fubmit  to  fuch  conditions  as  they  had  concerted 
with  his  Imperial  Majefty.  Thefe  powers  were  allowed 
only  three  months  to  confider  the  articles,  and  declare 
whether  they  would  rejeft  them,  or  acquiefce  in  the  par-* 
tition.  Nothing  could  be  more  contradidory  to  the  true 
intereft  of  Great-Britain  than  this  treaty,  which  deftroyed 
the  balance  in  Italy,  by  throwing  fuch  an  acceffion  of 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  It  inter- 
rupted the  commerce  with  Spain  j  involved  the  kingdom 
in  an  immediate  war  with  that  monar(^hy ;  and  g^ve  rife 
to  all  the  quarrels  and  difputes  which  have  ari fen  between 
England  ^nd  Spain  in  the  fequel.  The  States-General 
did  not  approve  of  fuch  violent  meafures,  and  for  fome 
lime  kept  aloof :  but  at  length  they  acceded  to  the  qua-* 
druple  alliance,. 'which  indeed  was  no  other  than  a  very 
expenfive  compliment  to  the  Emperor,  who  was  delirousi 
of  adding  Sicily  to  bis  other  Italian  dominions, 

§  VII.  The  King  of  England  hadufed  fome  endeavours 
to  compromife  the  difference  between  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Spanifli  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Boutbon, 
X^ord  Stanhope  had  been  fent  to  Madrid  with  a  plan  of 
pacification,  wHich  being  rejedled  by  Philip,  as  partial 
and  iniquitous,  the  King  determined  to  fupport  his  me-» 
diation  by  force  of  arms.  Sir  George  Byng  failed  from 
Spithead  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  with  twenty  fhips  of 
thelinp,  two  fire-fhips,  two  bomb-veflels,  and  ample  in-p 
ftruftipns  how  to  a<5l  on  4II  emergencies.  He  ai*rived  ofP 
Cape  St.  Vincent  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month,  and 
defpatched  bis  fecretary  to  Cadix,  with  a  letter  to  Colpnel 
Stanhope,  th^  Britifh  rriinifter  at  Madrid,  defiring  him  to 
inform  his  Moft  Catholick  Majefty  of  the  admiral's  arrival 
in  thofe  parts,  and  lay  before  hiqi  this  article  of  his  in -r 
ftfuftions ;  '«  Yo^  are  to  make  inftan^ej  with  both  parties 
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"  to  ceafe  from  ufing  any  further  a£ls  of  hoftiiity :  but 
«*  in  cafe  the  Spaniards  do  ttill  infift,   with  their  ibips  of 
«•  war  and  forces,  to  attack  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or 
*<  other  the  territories  of  the  Emperor  in  Italy,  or  to  land 
*«  in  any  part  of  Italy,  which  can  only  i>e  with  a  defigo 
*^  to  invade  the  Emperor's  dominions,  ag^aft  whom  only 
**  they  have  declared  war  by   invading  Sardinia;   or  if 
<<  they  ihould  endeavour  to  make   th^mfelves  mafters  of 
•«  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  which  muft  be  with  a  defign  to 
"  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples;  in  which  cafe  you  are, 
*<  with  all  your  power,  to  hinder  and  obftrufi:  the  fame. 
«<  If  it  (hould  fo  happen,  that  at  your  arrival^   with  our 
<<  fleet  under  your  command,  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
<^  Spaniards  fhould   already  have  landed  any  troops  in 
*«  Italy,  In  order  to  invade  the  Emperor's  territories,  you 
<*  &ail  endeavour  amicaUy  to  diiTuade  them  from  perfc« 
*^  vering'  in  fach  an  attempt,  and  ofier  them  your  affift* 
*^  ance  to  help  them  to  withdraw  their  troops,  and  put 
aa  end  to  all   further  zGts  of  boftiUty.    But  in  cafe 
thefe  your  friendly  endeavours  fiiould  prove  ineffefiual, 
you  fliaii,  by  keeping  company  witb,  or  intercepting 
their  (hips  or  convoy  ;  or,  if  it  be  neceflary,  by  openly 
oppofing  them,  defend  the   Emperor's  territories  from 
**  any  further  attempt,"     When  Cardinal  Alberoni  pe- 
rufed  thefe  iiiftru<%ons,  he  told  Co]onel  Stanhope,  with 
fome  warmth,  that  his  mafter  would  run  all  hazards,  and 
even  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  driven  out  of  Spain,  rather  than 
recall  his  troops,  orconfenl  to  afufpenfion  of  arms.    He 
faid  the  Spaniards  were  not  to  be  frightened ;  and  he  was 
fo  well  convinced  that  the  fleet  would  do  their  duty,  that 
in  cafe  of  their  being  attacked  by  Admiral  Byng,  he  ihouli 
be  in  no  pain  for  the  fucccfs.     Mr^  Stanhope  prefenting 
him  with  aliftofthe  Britifti  fquadron,  he  threw  it  upon 
the  ground  with  great  emotion.     He  promifed,   however, 
to  lay  the  admiral's  letter  before  the  King,  and  to  let  the 
envoy  know  bis   Majefty's   refolution.     Such  an  inter- 
portion  could  not  but  be  very  provoking   to  the  Spantfh 

minifter,  who  had  laid  his  account  with  the  conqueft  of 

« •  0**1 

Sicily, 
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SkSfyf  and  for  that  purpofe  prepared  an  armament  which 
was  altogether  furprifing,  confidering  the  late  (battered 
condition  of  the  Spaiuih  afFairs.  But  he  feems  to  have 
put  too  miteh  confidence  in  the  (^rength  of  the  Spaniih 
Sett*  Ina  few  dajrs  he  fent  back  the  admirars  letter  to 
Mr.  Stanhope^  with  a  note  under  it,  importing,  that  the 
Chevalier  Byng  might  execute  the  orders  be  bad  received 
&om  the  King  his  mafter. 

§yill.  The  admiral,  in   paffing  }^y   Gibraltar^  waa 
joiaed  by  Vice-Admiral  Cornwall,  with  twoihip s.     He 
prdcdeded  to  Minorca,,  where  be  relieved  the  garrifon  of 
Poi!t-Mahon.  Then  he  failed  for  Naples,  where  he  arrived 
on  thefirftday  of  Auguft,  and  was  received  as  a  deliverer  :- 
for  the  Neapolitans  had  been  under  the  utmoft  terrour  c^ 
an  invafion  from  the  Spaniards.     Sir  George  Byng  re* 
0eWed  intelligence  from  the  viceroy.  Count  Daun,  whq 
treated  him  with. the  mod;  diftinguifliing  marks  of  refpe^i^ 
that  the  Spaniib  army,  amounting  to  thirty  thoufand  men^ 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  deLede,  had  landed  in  Sicily^ 
reduced  Palermo  and  Meffina,   and  were  then  employed  in 
the  fiege  of  the  citadel  belonging  to  this  laft  city :   that 
the  Piedmontefe  garrifon  would  be  obliged  to  furrender, 
if  not  fpee^ily  relieved:  that  an  alliance  was  upon  the 
carpet  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Sicily,  which 
laft  had  defired  the  affiftance  of  the  Imperial  troops,  and 
agreed  to  receive  them  into  the  citadel  of  MefEna.    The 
admiral  immediately  refolved  to  fail  thither,  and  took  under 
bis  convoy  a  re-enfprcement  of  two  thoufand  Germans  for 
the  citadel,  under  the  command  of  General  Wetzel.     He 
forthwith  failed  from  Naples,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of 
Auguft  was  in  fight  of  the  Faro  of  Meffina.     He  defpatched 
his  own  captain,  with  a  polite  meffage  to  the  Marquis  de 
Irede,  propoiing  a  ceiTation   of  arms   in  Sicily  for  two 
months,  that  the  powers  of  Europe  might  have  time  to 
concert   meafures   for  refloring  a  lafting  peace ;  and  de« 
daring,  that  fhould  this  propofal  bergeded,  he  would,  ii^ 
purfuance  of  his  inftru^ions,  ufe  all  his  force  to  prevent 
further  attempts  to  difturb  the  dominions  his  mafter  had 

Z  3  engaged 
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engaged  to  defend.     The  ^panifli  general  anfwcredy  that 
he  had  no  powers  to  treat,   confequently  could  not  agree 
k^i*       to  ati  armiftice,  but  (hould  obey  his  orders^  which  direfted 
him  to  reduce  Sicily  for  his  mafter  the  King  of  Spam* 
The  Spanifil  fleet  had  failed  from  the  harbour  of  Meffina. 
oh  the  day  before  theEnglifll  fquadron' appeared.  Admiral 
Byhg  fuppofed   they   had  retired  to  Malta,  and   direfled 
his  courfe  towards  Meflina,  in  order  to  encourage  and 
ftipjfk^rt   the  garrifon   in  the   citadel.     But^  in  doubling 
the  pt)int  of  Faro^  he   defcried   two  Spanifh  fcouts,  and 
le^rAed  from  the  people  of  a  felucca  from  the  Calabrian 
fliorc,  that  they  had  feen  from  the  hills  the  Spanifh  £eet 
lying  to  in  order  of  battle.     The  admiral  immediately  a 
detached  the  German  troopis  to  Reggioj  under  convoy  of 
twbihips  of  war.     Then  he  flood  through  the  Faro  after 
the  Spanifh  fcouts  that  led  him  to  their  main  fleets    which 
before  noon  he  defcried   in  line  of  battle,  amounting  to 
ifeven-and^twenty   fail    large  and  fmall,  befides  two  firc- 
fliips^    four  bomb-veflels,   and  feven  gallies.     They  were 
commanded  in  chief  by  Don  Antonio  de  Caftanita^  under 
whom  were  the  four  rear-admirals  Chacon,    Mari,  Gue- 
vara, and  Cammock.     At  fight  of  the  Eriglifh  fquadron, 
ihey  flood  away  large,  and  Byng  gave  chafe  all  the  reft  of 
the  day.     In  the  morning,  wtjich  was  the  eleventh  of  Au- 
guft,   Rear-Admiral  de   Marj,   with   fix  fhips   of    war^ 
the  gallies,  fire-fhips,  and  bomb-ketches,   feparated   from 
the  hiain  fleet,  and  flood  in  for  the   Sicilian  fhore.     The 
Englifli  admiral  detached  Captain  Walton  with  five  fhips 
in  purfuit  of  them ;   and   they   were  fooh  engaged.     He 
himfelf  continued  to  chafe  their  main  fleet;  and  about  ten 
o'clock  the  battle   began.     The  Spaniards  feemed   to  be 
diftradted  in  their  councils,  and  adled  in  confufion.     They 
hiadea   running  fight:  yet   the  admirals  behaved   with 
Wutage  and  aSivity,  infpite  of  which  they  were  all  taken, 
fextept  Cammock,    who  made  his  efcape  with  three  fhips 
bf  war  and   three  frigatesi     In  this   engagement,  which 
happened    off  Cape  PaflTaro,    Captain  Haddock,    of  the 
Grafton,   fighalifed  his  courage  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner. 
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ner.     On  the  eighteenth  the   admiral  received   a  letter 

from  Captain  Walton,  dated  off  Syracufe,  intimating  that  

he  had  taken  four  Spanifli  fliips  of  war,  together  with  a       17^8. 
bomb-ketch,  and  a  veffcl  laden  with  arms :  and  that  he 
had  burned  four  Ihips  of  the  line,  a  firelhip,  and  a  bomb- 
veffel*.     Had  the  Spaniards  followed  -the  advice  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Cammock,  who   was  a  native  of  Ireland,  Sir 
George   Byng   would   not  have  obtained  fuch    an   eafy 
viftory.    That   officer  propofed  that  they  fhould   remain 
at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Paradife,  with  their  broadfides  to 
the   feaj    in  which    cafe   the  Englifli    admiral    would 
have  found  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to  attack  them  :  for  the 
coaft  is  fo  bold,  that  the  largeft  Ihips  could   ride  with  a 
cable  afliore;   whereas   farther  out     the  currents  are  fo 
various  and  rapid,   that   the   Englifli  fquadron  could  not 
have  c(Mneto  anchor,  or  lie.  near  them  in  order  of  battle ; 
bcfides,  the  Spaniards  might  have  been  re-enforced  from 
the  army  on  fliore,  which  would  have  raifed  batteries  to 
annoy  the  affailants.     Before  King  George  had  received 
an  account  of  this  engagement  from  the  admiral,  he  wrote 
him  a  letter  with  his  own  hand,    approving  his  condufl. 
When  Sir  George's  eldeft  fon  arrived  in  England,  with  a 
cffcumftantial  account  of  the  aftion,  he  was  graciouHy 
received,  and  fen t  back   with   plenipotentiary  powers  to 
his   father,    that   he  might   negociate  with    the  fever al 
princes  and  ftates  of  Italy,  as  he  (hould  fee  occafion.     The 
fon  likewife  carried  the  King's  royal  grant  to  the  officers 
and  feamen,   of  all  the  prizes  they  had  taken  from  the 
Spaniards.      Notwithftanding  this  viSory,    the    Spanifli 
army  carried  on  the  fiege  of  the  citadel  of   Meffina  with 
fuch  vigour,  that  the  governour  furrendered  the  place  by 
capitulation  on  the  twenty-ninth  day   of  September.     A 
treaty  was  now  concluded  at  Vienna  between  th  e  Empe- 

Z4  ror 

•This  letter  is  juffly  deemed  a  curious  fpecimcnof  the  Ucanlck  ftyit;.  ' 

"SIR, 

•    <*  WE  have  taken  and  deftroyed  all  the  Spanifli  fliips  and  veffels  which 
vfw  upon  the  co4ft  5  the  nwjnbcjr  as  per  margin,     I  am,  &c.    - 
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ror  and  the   Duke  of  Savoy.     They  agreed  to  fpfm  a» 
army  for  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  in  behalf  t^  tm  Duke  ; 
i7i3.      and  in  the  mean  time  this   prince  engaged  to  ^va^uate 
Sicily  :  but  until  his  troops  could  be  conveyed  frwn  that 
ifland,   he  confented  that  they  fhouM  co-^o)>9fftte  with  tli^ 
Germans  againft  the  common  enemy.     Admiral  Byng 
continued  to  affift  the  Imperialifts  •  in  Sicily^  during  the 
befi  part  of  the  wiater,  by  fcouring  the  feas  of  the  Spar«  j 
niards,   and  keeping  the  commuaitratioa  opea  between  the  i 
German  forces  apd  the  Calabrian  fhoro^  h^m  whence  tbf ]f 
were  fupplied  with  provifions.     He  a<3e4  m  this  fervice 
with   equal  coiidu£i»  refolution,  and  a£tivity.     tie  con* 
ferred  with  the  viceroy  of  Naples^  sind  the  other  Imperial  ^ 
generals,  about  the  operations  of  the    ^uing  campaign^ 
and  Cv>unt  Hamilton  wasi  defpatched  to .  V ientia^  to  lay 
before  the  Emperor  the  refult  of  th^ir  dolibj^r^tk)!^ ;    thea 
the  admiral  fet  fail  forMahon,  where  hi9  Qiipa  flight  be 
refitted,  and  put  in  a  condition  to  t^ke  the  fea ii^i  the. 
fprtng. 

§  IX.  The  dcflrufiioa  of  th«  Spaniife  fleet  was  a  fubje<5 
that  employed  the  ddibeiations  and  conjectures  of  all  the 
politicians  in.  EufTopi^  Spain  exclaimed  againft  the  CQn->> 
dud  of  Englafid^  as  inconfiftent  with  the  rijea  of  good 
faith,  iar  the  obfervation  of  which  (he  had  always  been 
fo  famoua*  The  Marquis  de  Monteleone  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Secretary  CraggiSi  in  which  he  expofl^ilated  wi(h 
him  u|{pa  fuch  an  unprecedented  outJcage,  Cardinal  Al^ 
heroni,  in  a  letter  to^  that  minifter,  inveighed  againft  iK  as 
a  bafe|  unworthy  a£lion.  He  faid  the  neutrality  of  Italy 
WAS  a  weak  preteotfe,  fince  everybody  knew  that  neu- 
trality had  long  been  sit  an  end^  and  that  tbi?  princes  gua- 
rantees of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  were  entirely  jjifcbacged 
from  thcix  engagements,  not  only  by  the  fcancfalous  in- 
fringements committed  by  the  Auftrians  in  the  evacuation 
of  Catalonia  and  Majorca  ^  but  alfo  becaufe  the  guarantee 
was  no  longer  binding  than  till  a  peace  was  concluded 
with  France.  He  taxed  the  Britiih .  miniftry  with  having 
j[eviyed  and  fuppoited  this  neutrality^  npt  by  an  amicable 

mediation^ 
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mediation,  but  by  open  violence,  and  artfully  abufing  the 
confidence  and  fecurity  of  the  Spaniards.     This  was  the 
language  of  difappointed  ambition.     Neverthelefs,  it  muil:       lyiS. 
be  owned,  that  the  conduct  of  England,  on  this  occafion, 
was  irregular,  partial,  and  precipitate* 

§  X.  The  parliament  meeting  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November,  the  King,  in  his  fpeech,  declared  that  the 
court  of  Spain  had  reje&ed  all  his  amicable  propofals,  and 
broke  through   their   moft  folemn  engagements  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Brttifh  commerce.     To  vindicate,  there- 
fore, the  faith  of  his  former  treaties^  as  vtrell  as  to  maintain 
tboie  he  had  lately'  made,  and  to  protect  and  defend  the 
trade  of  his  fubjeSs,  which  had  in  every  branch  been 
violently  and  unjuftly  opprefled,  it  became  necefiary  for  his 
naval  forc;cs  to  check  their  progrefs :  that,  notwithftanding 
the  Aiccefs  of  his  arms,  that  court  had  lately  given  orders 
at  alt  the  ports  of  Spain  and   of  the  Weft-Indies,  to  fit 
out  privateers  againft  the  Englifli.    He  faid  he  was  perfua- 
dcd  that  a  Britilh   parliament   would  enable  him  to  refent 
fuch  treatment  J  and  heaffured  them  that  his  good  brother, 
the  Regent  of  France,  was  ready  to  concur  with  him  in  the 
iBoft  vigorous  naeafures,     A  ftrobg  oppofition  was  made 
in  both  Houfes  to  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  zxki 
congratulation  propofed  by  Lord  Carteret.     Several  peers 
obferved,  that  fuch  an  addiefs  was,  in  effedt,   tp  approve 
a  fea-fight  which  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  and  to  give  the  fanfiion  of  that  auguft  affembly 
to  meafures  which,  upon  examination,  might  appear  either 
t^  chQi  with  the  law  of  nations,  or  former  treaties,  or  to 
be  pfejudicial  to  the  trade  of  Great-Britain:  that  they 
ought  to  proceed  with   the  utmoft  caution  and  matureft 
deliberation,  in  an  affair  wherein  the  honour^  as  well   as. 
the  intereft  of    the  nation  were  To  highly    concerned. 
Lord   Strafford  moved  for  an   addrefs,  that  Sir  George 
Byng's  inftruftions  might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.     Earl 
Stanhope  replied,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  fuch  an 
addrefs,  fince  by  his  Majefty's  command  he  had  already 
laid  before  the  Houfe  the  treaties,  of  which  the  late  fea- 
fight 
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fight  was  a  confequence :  particularly  the  treaty  for  a  de- 
fenfive  alliance  between  the  Emperor  and  his  Majefty,  con- 
i7iS«       eluded  at  Weftminfter  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May, 
In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen ;    and 
the  treaty  of  alliance  for  reftoring  and  fettling  the  publick 
peace,  figned  at  London  on  the  twenty- fccond  day   of 
July.     He   affirmed  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  violated 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  afted  againft  the  publick  faith, 
in  attacking  the  Emperor's  dominions,  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  war  againft  the  enemies  of  Chriftendom  :  that 
they  had  reje6led  his   Majefty's  friendly  offices  and  offers 
for    mediating  an   accommodation.      He   explained  the 
caufe  of  his  own  journey  to  Spain,  and  his  negociations  at 
Miadrid.     He  added,  it  was  high  time  to  check  the  growth 
of  the  naval  power   of  Spain,  in  order  to  proteft  and  fe» 
core  the  trade  of  the  Britifli  fubjefts,  which  had  been  vio- 
lently opprelTed   by  the  Spaniards.     After  a  long  debate, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  confiderable  majority.     The 
fatne   fubjedl  extited   difputes  of  the  fame  nature  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  whe»*e  Lord  Hinchingbroke  moved 
that,  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  they  fliould  declare  their 
entire  fatisfa6):ion   in  thofe  meafures  which  the  King  had 
already  taken   for  ftrengthening  the  protefliant  fucceffion,' 
and  eftablifliing  a  lafting  tranquillity  in  Europe.  The  mem- 
bers in  the  oppofition   urged   that  it  was  unparliamentary 
and  unprecedented,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  to  enter 
upon  particulars:  that  the  bufinefs  in  queftion  was  of  the 
higheft  importance,  and  deferved  themoft  mature  delibera- 
tion :  that,  before  they  approved  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken,  they  ought  to  examine  the  reafons  on  which 
thofe  meafures  were  founded.      Mr.  Robert  Walpole  af- 
firmed, that  the  giving  fandlion,  in  the  manner  propofed, 
to  the  late  meafures,  could  have  no  other  view  than  that 
of  fcreening  minifters,  who  were  confcious  of  having  be- 
gun a  war  againft  Spain,  and  now  wanted  to   make  it  the 
parliament's  war.     He  obferved  that,  inftead  of  an  entire 
fatisfaSion,  they  ought  to  exprefs  their  entire  diflfatisfaftion 
with  fuch  condudl  as  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 

and 


G    E    O    R    G    E     1.  347 

^and  a  breach  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties.    Mr.  Secretary 
Craggs,  in  a  long  fpeech,  explained  the  nature  of  the  qua- 
druple alliance,  and  juftiiied  all  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken*     The  addrefs,  as  moved  by  Lord  Hinching-* 
broke,  was  at  length  carried,  and  prefented  to  his  Majefty^ 
Then   the  Commons   proceeded  to  confider  the  fupply. 
They  voted  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  failors  ;   and 
twelve  thoufand   four   hundred    thirty-five  men  for   the 
lanjd'fervice.     The  whole  eftimate  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lions two   hundred,  and  fifty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
ejghty»o«le  pounds^   nineteen  {hillings.     The  money  was 
raifed  by  a  land-tax,  malt-tax,  and  lottery. 
.    §  XL   On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  Earl  Stan- 
hope declared,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that,  in  order  to 
unite  the  hearts  of  the  well-aflTeded  to  the  prefent  eftab- 
lifiiment,  he  had  a  bill  to  offer,  under  the  title  of  '<  An  a£): 
**  for  fttengthening  the  proteftant  intereft  in  thefe  king- 
**  doms."     It,  was  accordingly  read,   and  appeared  to  be  a 
bill  repealing  the  ads.  againft  occafional  conformity,  the 
growth  of  fchifm,   and  fome  claufes  in  the  corporation 
and  teft  a£ts.     This\  had  been  concerted  by  the  miniftry, 
in  private   meetings  with   the   moft  eminent  diffenters. 
The  Tory  lords  were  aftoniflied  at  this  motion,   for  which 
they   were  altogether    unprepared.      Neverthelefs,   they 
were  ftrenuous   in  their  oppofition.     They  alledged  that 
the  bill,  inftead  of  ftrengthening,  would  certainly  weaken 
the  church  of  England,  by  plucking  off  her  beft  feathers, 
invefting  her  enemies  with  power,  and  fharing  with  church- 
men the   civil   and   military  employments  of  which  they 
iwere  then  wholly  pofleffed.     Earl  Cowper  declared  him- 
felf  againft  that  part  of  the  bill  by  which  fome  claufes  of 
the  teft  and  corporation  a£ls   were  repealed ;  becaufe  he 
looked  upon  thofe  a6is  as  the  main  bulwark  of  our  excel- 
lent conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  which  ought  to  be 
inviolably  preferved.     The  Earl  of  Hay  oppofed  the  bill, 
becaufe,  in  his  opinion,   it  infringed  the  pa^a  conventa  of 
the  treaty  of  union,   by  which   the  bounds  both   of  the 
church  of  England  and  of  the  church  of  Scotland   were 
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BOOK'   fixed  and  fettled  ;  and  he  was  apprehenfive,  if  the  artkles 
^      '_,^  of  the  Union  were  broke  with  refpedl  to  one  church,  ic 
1718.       might  afterwards  be  a  precedent  to  break  them  with  re- 
fpcflt  to  the  other.     The  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  iaid 
the  a£ts  which  by  this  bill  would  be  repeated  were  the 
main  bulwark  and  fupporters  of  the  Englifh  church  :   he 
cxpreffed   all    imaginable  tendcrnefs    for     welUmeaoing 
confcientious  driTenters  ;  but  he  could  not  forbear  iayiog 
feme  among  that  feci  made  a  wrong  ufe  of  the  favour  and 
indulgence  fhown  to  them  at  the  Revolution,  though  they 
had  the  leaft  {hare  in  that  happy  event :  it  was,  therefore, 
thought  neceffary  for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe,  and  put 
a  flop  to  the  fcandalous  pra£lice  of  occafional  conformity* 
He  added,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  repeal  the  ad  againft 
fchifm,  fince  no  advantage  had  been  taken  of  it,  to  iho 
prejudice  of  the  diffenters.     Dr.  Hoadley,  Bifhop  of  Ban- 
gor, endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  occafional  and  fchifm 
'a£ts  were  in  cfkA  perfecuting  laws ;  and  that  by  admit- 
ting ihe  principle  of  felf-defenfe  and  felf-prefcrvation,  in 
matters  of  religion,  all, the  perfecutions  maintained  by  the 
heathens  againft  the  profefTors  of  Chriftianity,  and  even 
thepopifli  inquifition,  might  be  juftified.   With  refped  fa 
the  power  of  which  many  clergymen  appeared  fo  fond  and 
fo  zealous,  he  owned  the  defire  of  power  and  riches  was 
natural  to  all  men  ;  but  that  he  had  learned  both  front 
reafon  and  from  the  gofpel,  that  this  defire  muft  be  kept 
within  due  bounds,  and  not  entreirch  upon  the  rights  and 
,     liberties  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  countrymen.     After 
a  long  debate,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  leave  out  fome  claofes 
concerning  the  teft  and  corporation  a6ts  :  then  the  bill 
was  committed,   and  ^terwards  pafled*    In  the  Lower 
Houfe  it  met  with  violent  oppofition,  in  fpite  of  which  it 
was  carried  by  the  majority. 

§  XII.  The  King,  on  the  feventeentb  day  of  Decem- 
l^er,  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Commons,  importing  that  all 
his  endeavours  to  procure  redrefs  for  the  injuries  done  to 
his  fubjefis  by  the  King  of  Spain  having  proved  ineffec- 
tual, he  had  found  it  neceflary  to  declare  war  againft  that ' 

monarch. 
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BAonarcfa.     When  a  motion  was  made  for  an  addreis, 
to  aflure  the  King  they  would  chearfully  fupport  him  in 
the  proibcution  of  the  war,  JMr.  Shippen  and  fome  other 
members  faid  they  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  involving 
the  nation  in  a  war  on  account  of  fome  grievances  of 
which  the  merchants  complained,  as  tbeie  might  be  arnica-^ 
Uy  ledtcSkd.    Mn  Stanhope  aflured  the  Hoafe,  that  be 
bad  prtfemed  five-and^twenty  memorials  to  the  rainiftry 
of  Spain  on  tiiat  fubjeA,  without  faccefs.     Mr.  Metbuen 
accounted  for  the  dilatory  proceeding  of  the  Spanilh  court 
,  in  commeicial  affairs,  by  explaining  the  great  variety  of 
Fegulationfi  in  the  feveral  provinces  and  ports  of  that  king«- 
doni.    It  was  fuggefted,  that  the  minifiry  paid  very  Uttle 
vegud  to  the  trade  and  intereft  of  the  nation^  inafmudi 
as  it  appeared  by  the  anfwer  from  a  fecretary  of  &itc  ta 
the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteleone,  that  they  would 
have  Qvedoeked  the  violation  of  the  treaties  of  commerce^ 
provided  SpaiA  had  accepted  the  conditions  ftipolated  ia 
the  quadruple  alliance ;  for  it  was  there  expre&ly  faid 
that  hid  Majefty,  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  did  not  feek 
toaggfandife  himfelf  by  any  new  acquiiition,  but  was  ra« 
dier  inclined  to  Sacrifice  fomething  of  his  own  to  procure 
the  geoeml  quiet  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.    A  member 
obierved   that  nobody  could  tell  how  far  that  iacrifice 
would  have  extended ;  but  certainly  it  was  a  very  uncom- 
nu>n  firetch  of  condeicenfion.     This  facrifice  was  faid  to 
be  the  ceffion  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  which  the  Re- 
gent of  France  had  ofFered  to  the  King  of  Spain,  provided 
he  would  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance.   Horatio.  Wal- 
polt  obierved^  that  the.  difpofition  of  SicUy  in  favour  of 
the  Emperor  was  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ^ 
and  his  brother  exclaimed  againft  the  injuftice  of  attack- 
ing the  Spanifli  fleet  before  a  declaration  of  war.     Not* 
withftanding  all  thefe  arguments  and  objedHons,  the  ma» 
jofity  agreed  to  the  addrefs  s  and  fuch  another  was  carried 
in  the  Upper  Houfe  without  a  divifion*     The  declaration 
of  war  againft  Spain  was  publifced  with  the  ufual.folem- 
nities ;  but  this  war  was  not  a  favourite  of  the  people^  and, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  did  not  produce  thofe  acclamations  that  wens 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions. 
i7iS»  §  Xllt.  Mean  while  Cardinal  Alberonl  employed  all  hi» 

intrigues,  power,  and  induftry,  for  the  gratification  of  his 
revenge.     He  caufed  new  (hips  to  be  built,  the  fea-pprts 
to  be  put  in  a  pofture  of  defenfe,  fuccours    to  be  fent  to 
Sicily,  and  the  proper  meafures  to  be  taken  for  the  fecurity 
of  Sardiniar    He,  by  means  of  the  Prince  de  Cellamare, 
the  Spanifh  ambafiador  at  Paris,  caballed  with  the  maU 
contents  of  that  kingdom,  who  were  numerous  and  power- 
ful.    A  fcheme  was  aftually  formed  for  feiling  the  Regent, 
and  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  King.     The  Duke  of  Or- 
leans  owed  the  firft  intimation    of  this   plot  to  King 
George,  who  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  a  confpiracy 
was  formed  againft  his  perfon  and  government     The  Re- 
gent immediately  took  meafures  for  watching  the  condu£fc 
of  all  fufpedled  perfons  ;  but  the  whole  intrigue  was  dif- 
covered  by  accident.    The  Prince  de  Cellamare  entrufied 
his  defpatches  to  the  Abb6  Portocarrero,  and  toafonofthe 
Marquis  de  Monteleone.     Thefe  emiffaries  fet  out  from 
Paris  in  a  poft-chaife,  and  were  overturned.  The  poftillion 
overheard  Portocarrero  fay   he  would  not  have  loft  his 
portmanteau  for  a  hundred  thoufand  piftoles.     The  man^ 
at  his  return  to  Paris,  gave  notice  to  the  government  of 
what  he   had   obferved.     The  Spaniards  being  purfued, 
were  overtaken  and  feifed'^at  Poitiers,  with  the  portman- 
teau, in  which   the  Regent  found  two  letters  that  made 
him  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of   the  confpiracy. 
The  Prince  de  Cellamare  was  immediately  conduced  to 
the  frontiers :  the  Duke  of  Maine,  the  Marquis  de  Pom- 
padour, the  Cardinal  de  Polignac,  and  many  other  perfons 
of  diftindion,  were  committed  to  different  prifons.     The 
Regent  declared  war  againft  Spain,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  December ;  and  an  army  of  fix- and- thirty  thoufand 
men  began  its  march  towards  that  kingdom  in   January^ 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick.- 

^  XIV.  Cardinal  Alberoni  had  likewife  formed  a  (bheme 
in  favour  pf   the  Pretender,     The  Duke  of  Ormond 

irppairin^ 
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repsilHiig  to  Madrid,  held  conferences  with  his  eminence ; 
and  meafures  were  concerted  for  exciting  another  infur- 
reflion  in  Great- Britain.  The  Chevalier  de  St.  George  ly'i*,' 
quitted  Urbino  by  fteahh ;  and  embarking  at  Nettuno, 
landed  at  Cagltari  in  March.  From  thenc6  he  took  his 
pafTage  to  Rofes  in  Catalonia,  and  proceeded  to  Madrid,^ 
where  he  was  received  with  great  cordiality,  and  treated 
as  King  of  Great-Britain.  An  armament  had  been  equip-* 
ped  of  ten  (hips  of  war  and  tranfports,  having  on  board 
fix  thoufand  regular  troops,  with  arms  for  twelve  thoufand 
men.  The  command  of  this  fleet  was  beftowed  on  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  title  of  Captain- General  of 
his  Moft  Catholick  Majcfty.  He  was  provided  with  de- 
clarations in  the  name  of  that  king,  importing  that  for 
many  good  reafons  he  had  fent  part  of  his  land  and  fea 
forces  into  England  and  Scotland,  to  a£l  as  auxiliaries  to 
King  Jamesi  His  Britannick  Majefty,  having  received 
from  the  Regent  of  France  timely  notice  of  this  intended 
invafion,  offered,  by  proclamation,  rewards  to  thofe  that 
fhould  apprehend  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  or  any  gentlcmaa 
embarked  in  that  expedition.  Troops  were  ordered  to 
aflemble  in  the  north,  and  in  the  weft  of  England  :  two 
thoufand  men  were  demanded  of  the  States-General :  a 
ftrong  fquadron  was  equipped  to  oppofe  the  Spanifh  arma- 
ment ;  arid  the  Duke  of  Orleans  made  a  proffer  to  King 
George  of  twenty  battalions  for  his  fervice, 

§  XV,  His  Majeft-y  having  communicated  to  both 
Houfes  of  parliament  the  repeated  advices  he  had  received 
touching  this  projected  defcent,  they  promifed  to  fupport 
him  againft  all  his  enemies.  They  defired  'he  would  aug- 
ment his  forces  by  fea  and  land;  and  aflured  him  they 
would  make  good  the  extraordinary  expenfe.  Two  thou- 
fand men  were  landed  from  Holland,  and  fix  battalions 
of  Imperialifts  from  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  TheDuke 
of  Ormond  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded ,  as  far  as 
Cape  Finifterre,  where  his  fleet  was  difperfed  and  difabled 
by  a  violent  ftorm,  which  entirely  defeated  the  purpofed 
^Kpedition,    TyvQ  frigates,  however,  arrived  in  Scotland, 
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v^ith  the  Earls  Marifchal  and  Seafoith,  the  Marquis  ot 
Tullibardine,  fome  field-officers,  three  hundred  Spaniards, 
ijiZ»  and  arms  for  two  thoufand  men.  They  were  joined  by 
a  fmall  body  of  Highlanders,  and  pofTefTed  tbemfeives  of 
Donan  Cafile,  Againil  thefe  adventurers  General  Wight* 
man  marched  with  a  body  of  regular  troops  from  laverads^ 
They  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  pafs  of  Glenfhiel  ^  but»  at 
the  approach  of  the  King's,  ferces,  retired  to  the  pafs  at 
Stracfaell,  which  they  refolved  to  defend*  They  were  at- 
tacked and  driven  from  one  eminence  to  another  till 
night,  when  the  Highlanders  difperfed  ^  and  next  day  the 
Spaniards  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  Ma* 
rifchai,  Seafarth,  and  Tullibardine,  with  fome  officers^ 
retired  to  one  of  the  weflern  ifles,  in  order  to  waitfcNran 
opportunity  of  being  conveyed  to  the  contineiit. 

§  XVI.  On  the  laft  day  of  February  the  Duke  of  So- 
meriet  reprefented  io  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  that  the  num* 
ber  of  peers  being  very  much  increafed,  efpecially  fioce 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  feemed  abiblutely  ne-^ 
ce£^ry  to  take  efledual  meafures  for  preventing  tbe  in* 
conveniencies  that  might  attend  tbe  creation  of  a  great 
number  of  peers,  to  ferve  a  prefeot  purpofe  :  an  expedient 
which  had  been  adually  taken  in  the  late  reign.  He,  there* 
fore,  moved  that  a  bill  {hould  be  brought  in,  to  iettJe  and 
limit  the  peerage,  in  fuch  a  manner,  th^t  the  number  of 
Englifh  peers  ihould  not  be  enlarged  beyond  fix  above  the 
l^relent  number,  which,  upon  failure  of  male  iflue,  might  be 
fuppiied  by  new  creations :  that,  inftead  of  the  fixteen  elec- 
tive peers  from  Scotland,  twenty- five  ihould  be  made  here- 
ditary on  the  part  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  that  this  num« 
ber,  upon  failure  of  heirs  male,  ihould  be  fuppiied  from 
the  other  members  of  the  Scottifl)  peerage.  This  bill  was 
intended  as  a  iieAraint  upon  tbe  Prince  of  Wales,  wh0 
happened  to  be  at  variance  with  the  prefent  miniftry» 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  now 
lord'fteward  of  the  houfehold,  the  Earls  of  Sunderland 
and  Carllfle.  It  was  oppofed  by  tbe  Earl  of  Oxford,  who 
^d,  that  althotigb  he  expected  nothing  from  the  croiTA* 

he 
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Ke  would  never  give  his  vote  for  lopping  ofFfo  valuable  a 
branch  of  the  prerogative,  which  enabled  the  King  to  re- 
ward merit  and  virtuous  actions.  The  debate  was  ad-  1718. 
jeurned  to  the  fecond  day  of  March,  when  Earl  Stanhope 
delivered  a.n)effage  from  the  King,  intimating,  that  as  they 
had  under  confrderation  the  flate  of  the  Briti^  peerage, 
he  had  fo  much  at  heart  the  fettlitig  it  upon  fuch  a  foun- 
dation-as  might  fee u re  the  freedom  and  confiitution  of 
parliaments  in  all  future  ages,  that  he  was  willing  his  pre- 
rogative (hould  not  ftand  in  the  way  of  fo  great  and  necef- 
fary  a  work.  Another  violent  debate  enfued  between  the 
two  fa£lions«  The  queftipn  here,  as  in  almoft  every  other 
difpute,  was  not.  Whether  the  meafure  propofed  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  natron  ?.  but.  Whether  the  Tory  or  the 
Whig  intereft  fhould  predominate  in  parliament  f  Earl 
Cowpef  affirmed  that  the^part  of  the  bill  relating  to  the 
Scottiih  peerage  was  a, m^nifeft.  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
union,  as  well  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  injufiice,  as  it  would 
deprive  perfonS  of  th^ir  right,  without  being  heard,  and 
without  any  pretanib  or  forfpiturp  on. their  part.  He  ob- 
ierved  that  the  Scottifh  peers  deluded  from  the  tiumber 
of  the- twenty-fivp  would  be  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
any  other  fubjefls  in  the  krngdom ;  fot*  they  would  be  nei* 
tfier  elefting  nor  elefted,  neither  reprefenting  nor  repre- 
fented.  Thefe  ^bjeftions  werd  oVer-ruled  :  fever.al  teCo-  Annal«. 
lutibns  were  :takSh  agreeably  to  the  motion;  and  the  Tindal! 
judges  Were  ordered  to  prepare  .arid  bring  in'  the  bill.  S'?*.^^' 
This  meafure  darmed  the  generality  of  Scottifh  peers,  as  Lives  of  the 
well  as  many  EngUfii  commoners^  who  faw  in  the  bill  the  Admirals. 
avenues  of  dignity  and  title  ihut  up  againft  them ;  and 
they  did  not.fail  to  ejtclaim  agaihfl:  itj  as  an  encroachment 
upon  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the  xonftitution*.  Trea- 
tifes  were  writ  aild  publifhed  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion  | 
and  a  national  clamour  began  to  arife,  when  Earl  Stan- 
hope obferved,  in  the  Houfe,  that  as  the  bill  had  raifed 
itrange  appreheniions,  he  thought  it  advifeable  to  poflpoiie 
the  further  confideration  of  it  till  a  more  proper  oppor- 
tunity«  It  was  accordingly  dropped,  and  the  parliament 
Vol,  II.  A  a  prorogued 
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prorogued  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  on  which  <fC* 
cafion  his  Majefty  told  both  Houfes,  that  the  Spanilb 
King  had  acknowledged  the  Pretendt^r.     . 

§  XVII.  The  King  having  appointed  lords-jirfiices  to 
rule  the  kingdom  in  his  abTencCy  embarked  in  May  for 
Holland,  From  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hatiover,  where 
he  concluded  ia  peace  with  Ulrica,  the  new  Queen  of  Swe« 
den.     By  this  treaty  Sweden  yielded  for  ever  to  the  royal 
a)tid  eledoral  houfe  of  Braiifwick  the  duchies  of  Bremen 
and  Verden,  with  all  their  dependencies :  Kipg  George 
obliged  himfelf  to  pay  a  million  of  r^xdoHars  to  the  Queen: 
of  Sweden;  and  to  renew,  asKxngof  Great<^Britain  and 
£le£tor  of  Hanover,  the  alliances  formerly  fabfifting  be- 
tween his   predecefTors  and   that  kingdom;     He  likewife 
mediated  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  his  former  allies, 
the  Danes,  the  Pruffians,  and  the  Poles.    The  Czar,  bow- 
ever,  refufed  to  give  up  his  fchemes  of  conqueft.     He  lent 
his  fleet  to  the  Scbeuron  or  Batfes  of  Sweden,  where  his 
troops  landing,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand,  com* 
mitted.dreadful  outrages:  but  Sir  John  Nerris,  who<:om- 
manded  an  Engliih  fquaciron  in  tbofe  feas,  having  orders 
to  fupport  thenegociations,  andoppofe  any  hoftilities  that 
might  be  committed,  the  Czar,'  dreading  the  fate  of  the 
Spanifh  navy,  thought  proper  to  recall  his  fleet.    In  th^ 
Mediterranean,  Admiral  Byng  a£led  with  unwearied  vi- 
gour in  affifl:ing  the  Imperialifts  to  finifli  the  conqueft  of 
Sicily.    Thexourt  of  Vienna  had  agreed 'to  fend  a  ftfong 
body  of  forces  to  iiniih  the  redufiion  of  that  iltand ;   and 
the  command  in  this  expedition  was  beftowed  upon  the 
Count  de  Merci,  with  whom  Sir  George  Byng  conferred 
at  Naples.    This  admiral  fupplied  them  with  ammunition 
and  artillery  from  the  Spanifh  prizes.     He  took  the  whole 
re^enforcemcnt  under  his  convoy,  and  faw  them  fafely 
landed  in  the  bay  of  Patti,  to  the  number  of  three  thou- 
fand five  hundred  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  infantry.  Count 
Merci  thinking  himfelf  more  than  a  match  for  the  Spantfh 
forces  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Lede,  attacked  him 
in  a  ftrong  camp  at  Franca«ViUa  s  and  wz%  repulfed  with 
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the  lofs  of  five  tbouCmcl  nKn>  himfelf  being  daogeroully 
.Wounded  in  the  action*     Here  his  army  tnuft  haveperi(hed 
for  want  of  provifion,  bad  not  they  been  fupplied  by  the      17194 
£nglifli  n^vy. 

§  X  VHI.  Admiral  Byng  no  footier  learned  the  bad  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  attack  at  Franca-Villa,  than  he  embarked  two 
h&ttAions  from  the  garrifon  of  Melazxo,  and  about  a 
thoufand  recruits^  whom  he  fem  under  a  convoy  through 
the  Faro  to  Schefo-bay,  in  order  to  re*enforce  the  Imperial 
armyi  He  afterwards  ai&fted  at  a  council  of  war  with  the 
:German  generals^  who^  in  confequence  of  his  advice,  un- 
dertook |the  fiege  of  Meffina^  Then  he  repaired  to  Na« 
pieS)  where,  he  pcopofed  to  Count  Gallas,  the  new  viceroy, 
that  the  troops  deftined  for  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  {hould 
be  firft  landed  in  Sicily^  and  co-'operate  towards  the  con- 
queft of  that  ifland.  The  propofol  was  immediately  de* 
Ipatched  to  the  court  of  Vienna.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Admiral  returned  to  Sicily,  and  affifted  in  the  fiege  of 
Meffina.  The  town  furrendered  :  th^  garrifon  retired  into 
the  citadel;  and  the  remains,  of  the  Spanifii  navy^  which 
had  efcaped  at  Pafiaro,  were  now  deftroyed  in  the  Mole. 
The  Emperor  approved  of  the  fcheme  propofed  by  the 
Englilh  admiral,  to  whom  be  wrote  a  very  gracious  letter, 
intimattng  that  he  had  defpatched  orders  to  the  Governor 
of  Milan,  to  detach  the  troops  defigned  for  Sandiiiia  to 
Vade,  in  order  to  be  tranfported  into  Italy.  The  admiral 
charged  himfelf  With  the  performance  of  this  fervice. 
Having  fiirniihed  the  Imperial  ar-my  before  M^iffina  with 
another  fupply  of  cannon,  powder,  and  (hot,  upon  his  own 
credit,  he  fet  fail  forVado^whete  he  fiirmounted  number- 
lefs  jdifficulties,  ftarted  by  the  jealoufy  of  Count  fionneval^ 
who  was  unwilling  to  fee  his  troops,  deftined  for  Sardinia, 
now  diverted  to  another  expedition,  in  which  he  could 
not  enjoy  the  chief  command.  At  length.  Admiral  Byng 
law  the  forces  embarked,  and  convoyed  them  to  Meffina, 
the  citadel  of  which  furrendered  in  a  few  days  after  their 
arrival.     By  this  time,  the  Marquis  de  Lede  had  fortified  a 
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ftrong  poft  at  Caftro-Giovanne,  in  the  centre  of  the  i&sitii  ; 
and  cantoned  bis  troops  about  Aderno,  Palermo,  and  Ca- 
I719,  tanea.  The  Imperialifts  could  not  pretend  to  attack  him 
in  this  fituation,  nor  could  they  remain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Meffina,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions* 
They  would,  therefore,  have  beep  obliged  to  quit  the  iiland 
during  the  winter,  had  not  the  admiral  undertaken  to 
tranfport  them  by  fea  to  Trapani,  where  they  could  extend 
themfelves  in  a  plentiful  country.  He  not  only  executed 
this  enterprife ;  but  even  fupplied  them  with  corn  from 
Tunis,  as  the  harvefts  of  Sicily  had  been  gathered  into  the 
Spanifli  magazines.  It  was  the  fecond  day  of  March 
before  the  laft  embarkation  of  the  Imperial  troops  were 
landed  at  Trapani. 

§  XIX.  The  Marquis  deLede  immediately  retired  with 
his  army  to  Alcamo,  from  whence  he  fent  his  mareichal  de 
camp  to  Count  Merci  and  the  Englifli  admiral,  with 
overtures  for  evacuating  Sicily.  The  propofals  were  not 
difagreeable  to  the  Germans  ^  but  Sir  George  Byng  de* 
plated  that  the  Spaniards  fliould  not  quit  the  ifland  while 
the  1rVar>continued,  as  he  forefaw  that  thefe  troops  would 
be  employed  againft  France  or  Englaiid.  He  agreed, 
however,  with  Count  Merci,  in  propoftng,  that  if  the 
Marquis  would  furrender  Palermo,  and  retire  into  the 
middle  part  of  the  ifland,  they  would  confent  to  an  ar- 
miftice  for  fix  weeks,  until  the  fentiments  of  their  difitrent 
courts  Ihould  be  known.  The  Marquis  offered  to  furrender 
Palermo,  in  confideration  of  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  three 
months ;  but,  while  this  negociation  was  depending,  he 
received  advice  from  Madrid,  that  a  general  peace  was 
concluded.  Neverthelefs,  he  broke  off  the  treaty,  in 
obedience  to  a  fecret  order  for  that  purpofe.  The  King  of 
Spain  hoped  to  obtain  the  refiitution  of  St.  Sebaftian's, 
Fontarabia,  and  other  places  taken  in  the  courfeof  the  war, 
in  exchange  for  the  evacuation  of  Sicily.  Hoftilities  were 
continued  until  the  admiral  received  advicefroQi  the  Earl  of 
Stiir  at  Paris,  that  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  at  the  Hague  had 
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figned  the  quadruple  alliance.  By  the  fame  courier  pack- 
ets were  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Merci  and  the  Marquis 
deLede,  which  laft  gave  the  admiral  and  Imperial  gene-  iji^ 
ral  to  underftand  that  he  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing 
concluded)  and  was  ready  to  treat  for  a  cefFation  of 
hoftilities.  They  infifted  upon  his  delivering  up  Palermo: 
on  the  other  hand,  he  urged,  that  as  their  mafters  were  in 
treaty  for  fettling  the  terms  of  evacuating  Sicily  and  Sar- 
dinia, he  did  not  think  himfelf  authorifed  to  agree  to  a 
ceflation,  except'  on  condition  that  each  party  ibould 
remain  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  and  expeA  further 
orders  from   their  principals.     After  a  fruitlefs  interview 

^  between  the  three  chiefs   at  the  Caffine  de  Roffignola,  the 
Imperial  general  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Palermo ;  / 

'  with  this  view  he  decamped  from  Alcamo  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  April,  and  followed  the  Marquis  de  Lede,  who  , 
retreated  before  him,  and  took  pofleffion  of  the  ad  van* 
tageous  pofts  that  commanded  the  pafles  into  the  plain  of 
Palermo  j  but  Count  Merci,  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
marched  over  the  mountains,  while  the  admiral  coafted 
along- ihore,  attending  the  motions  of  the  army.  The 
Spani(h  general  perceiving  the  Germans  advancing  into 
the  plain,  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Palermo,  and 
fortified  his  camp  with  ftrong  entrenchments.  On  the 
fecond  day  of  May  the  Germans  took  one  of  the  enemy's 
redoubts  by  furprife,  and  the  Marquis  de  Lede  ordered 
all  his  forces  to  be  drawn  out  to  retake  this  fortification : 
both  armies  were  on  the  point  of  engaging  when  a  courier 
arrived  in  a  felucca,  with  a  packet  for  the  Marquis,  con- 
taining full  powers  to  treat  and  agree  about  the  evacuation 
of  theiQand,  and  the  tranfportation  of  the  army  to  Spain. 
He  forthwith  drew  ofF  his  army ;  and  fent  a  trumpet  to 
the  general  and  admiral,  with  letters,  informing  them  of 
the  orders  he  had  received.  Commifiioners  were  appoint- 
ed on  each  fide,  the  negociations  begun,  and  the  con- 
ventions figned  in  a  very  few  days.  The  Germany  Y^ere 
»ut  in  poiTeffionof  Palermo,  and  the  Spanifh  army  marched 
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BOOK    to  Tauromini,   from  whence  they  were  tranijpdftdd  to- 

y^^'^_f  Barcelona. 

^    17X9*  §  XX.  Th^   admiralcominued  in  the  Mediterraneaa 

until  he  had  feen  the  iflands  of  Sicily  and  Sanlinia  evacu- 
ated by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  mutual  ceflions  executed 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  four  battalions  of  Piedmontefe  trooptSt 
were  tranfported  from  Palermo  to  Sarditiia,  and  took 
pofleflion  of  Cagliart  in  the  name  of  their  mafter.  In  a 
word.  Admiral  13yng  bore  fuch  a  confiderable  ihare  ia 
this  war  of  Sicily,  that  the  fate  of  the  ifland  depended 
wholly  on  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  conduct.  When^ 
he  waited  on  his  Majefty  at  Hanover,  he  met  with  a 
ver}^  gracious  reception.  The  King  told  him  he  bad. 
found  out  the  fecret  of  obliging  his  enemies  as  well  as  hi&r 
friends  ;  for  the  court  of  Spain  had  mentioned  him  in  the 
mod  honourable  terms,  with  refpe£l  to  his  candid  and 
friendly  deportcnent,  in  providing  tranfports  and  other 
iieceiTaries  for  the  embarkation  of  their  troops,  and  ia 
protecting  them  from  oppreffion. '  He  was  appointed 
freafurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear-admiral  of  Great- Britain: 
in  a  little  time  the  King  ennobled  him,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Torrington:.  he  was  declared  a  privy-counfel- 
lor ;  and  afterwards  made'knight  of  the  3«^th)  at  the  revival 
of  that  order.  Daring  thefe  occurrences  in  the  Medtter* 
ranean,  the  Duke  of  Berwick  advanced  with  the  French 
army  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where  he  took  Fort-Paffage 
and  deftroyed  fix  (hips  of  war  that  were  on  the  ftocks: 
then  he  reduced  Fontarabia  and  St.  Sebaftian's,  together 
with  Port  Antonio  in  the  bottom,  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
in  this  laft  exploit  the  French  were  aiSfted  by  a  detach- 
inent  of  Englifli  feamen,  who  burned  two  large  Ihips  un- 
finifhed,  and  a  great  quantity  of  naval  ftores.  The  King 
of  England,  with  a  view  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  war,  projcfted  the  conquoft  of  Corunna  ia 
Bifcay,  and  of  Peru  in  South- America.  Four  tbou£uid 
inen,  commanded  by  Lord  Cobham,  were  embarked  at 
^    ikfi  JiJe  of  Wight,  and  failed  on  the  twcnty-firft  day  of 
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September,  under  convoy  of  five  fhips  of  war,  conduced 
hy  Admiral  Mighels.  Inftead  of  making  an  attempt  upon 
Oorunna,  they  reduced  Vigo  with  very  little  difficulty  |  '1719 
and  Pont-a-Vedra  fubmitted  without  rcfiffance:  her^ 
they  found  fome  brals  .artillery,  fmall  arms,  aod  military 
fiores,  with  which  they  returned  to  England.  In  the 
mean  time  Captain  Johfifon,  with  two  Englifli  fhips  of 
ivar,  deftfoyed  the  fame  number  of  Spanifh  {hips  in  th^ 
port  of  Ribadeo,  to  the  eaftward  of  Cape  Ortegas ;  fo  thajt 
the  naval  power  of  Spain  was  totally  ruined.  The  ex- 
jpedition  to  the  Weft-Indies  was  prevented  by  the  peace. 
JSpain  being  oppreiTed  on  all  (ides,  and  utterly  exhaufted^ 
Philip  faw  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  pacification.  He  now 
perceived  the  madnefs  of  Alberoni's  ambitious  projects. 
That  minifter  was  perfonally  difagreeable  to  the  Emperor^ 
the  Kingof  England,  and  the  Regent  of  France,  who 
}iad  declared  they  would  hearken  to  no  propofals  while  hp 
Ihould  continue  in  office :  the  Spanifh  monarch,  there- 
fore, divefted  him  of  his  employment ;  and  ordered  him 
to  quit  the  kingdom  in  three  weeks.  The  Marquis  de  - 
Eeretti  Landi,  minifter  from  the  court  of  Madrid  at  the 
Hague,  delivered  a  plan  of  pacification  to  the  States :  but 
It  was  rejeSed  by  the  allies ;  and  Philip  was4>bliged  at  lafl: 
to  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance. 

§  XXI.  On  the  fourteenth  day^f  November  King 
George  returned  |6  England,  and  on  the  twenty-third 
.opened  the  feffion  of  parliament  with  a  Speech,  in  which 
he  told  them,  that  all  Europe,  as  well  as  Great-Britain^ 
was  on  the  point  .of  hieing  ddivered  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  by  the  influence  of  Britifh  arms  and  councils.  He 
^exhorted  the  Comnoons  to  concert  proper  means  for 
leilening  the  debts  of  the  nation  ;  and  concluded  with  a 
panegyrick  upon  his  own  government.  Itmuft  be  owned 
he  had  a&ed  with  equal  viigour  and  ddiberation  in  all  the 
troubles  he  bad  encountered  flnce  his  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
The  addrefles  of  both  Houfes  were  as  warm  as  he  coul4 
^efire.  They  in  particular  extolled  Jbim  for  having  inter- 
|)ofed  in  behalf  of  the  proteftants  gf  Hungary^  Poland^ 
'  A  a  4  and 
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and  Germany,  who  had  been  opprefled  by   the  pra£tice$ 
of  the  popifh  clergy, <and  prefented  to  him  memorials,  con-i* 
1719.       taioiing  a  detail  of  their  grievances.     He  and  all  the  other 
proteftant powers  warmly  inter^reded  in  their  favour;  but 
^he  grievances  were  not  redrefled,    The  peerage-bill  was 
|iow  revived  by  the  Dul^e  of  Buckingham  ;  and,   in  fpite 
pfall  oppofition,  pafled  through  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     It 
^lad  been  projefted  by    Earl   Stanhope,   and  eagerly  fup- 
ported  by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  ;  therefore,  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole  attacked  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  ex- 
traordinary vehemence.     Here   too  it   was   oppofpd  by  ^ 
confiderable  number  of  Whig  members  j  and,  after  warm 
debates,  rejefted   by  a  large  majority.     The  next  obje6t 
that  engrofled  the  attention    of  the  parliament   was  a  bill 
for  better   fecuring  the  dependency   of  Ireland   upon   the 
crown  of  Great- Britain.     Maurice  Annefley  had  appeale4 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  England,  from  a  decree   of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  in   Ireland,  which   was   reverfcd.     The 
Britifh  peers  ordered  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ire- 
land   to  put  Mr.  'Annefley  in  polTeflion  pf  the  lands   he 
had  loft  by  the  decree  in  that  kingdom.     The  Barons 
obeyed  this  order  ;   and   the  IriOi  Houfe  of  Peers  paffed  a 
vote  againft  them,   as\  having  acled  in  derogation  to  the 
King's  prerogative  in  his  high  court  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land, as  alfo  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  kingdom^ 
and  of  the  parliaijnent  thereof:  they,  likewife,  ordered  them 
to  be  taken  into   cuftody  of  the  uflier  of  the   black-rod  : 
they   tranfmitted  a   long  reprefentation  to  the  King,  de- 
monftrating  their  right  to  the  final  judicature  of  caufes ;; 
and   the  Duke  of  Leeds,  in  the  tJpper  Houfe,    urged 
fifteen  reafons    to  fupport  the  ^laim  of  the  Irifli  peers. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  arguments,   the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 
England  refolved   that  the  Barons  of  the   Exchequer  in 
Ireland  had  afted  with  courage,  according  to  law,  in  fup- 
port of  his  Majefty's   prerogative,   and  with  fidelity  to 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain.     They  addrefled  the  King  to 
confer  on  them  feme  marks  of  his  royal  favour,  as  a  re- 
compenfe  for  the  ill  ufage  they  had  undergone.     Finall)*^ 
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Acy  prepared  the  bill,  by  which  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Lords 

wa$  deprived  of  all  right  to  pafs  fentence,  affirm,  or  reverie 

any  judgement  or  decree,  given  or  made  in  any  court  with*       lyi^* 

in  that  kingdom.     In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was  op  * 

ppfed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Hungerford,  Lords  Molefwdrth 

9nd  Tyrconnel  :  but  was  carried  by  the  majority,  and 

received  the  royal  aflent. 

§  XXIL  The  King's  having  recommended  to  the  Com- 
?  mons  the  confideration  of  proper  means  for  leflening  the 

^  national  debt  was  a  prelude  to  the  famous  South-Sea  adV, 

\  which  became  produftive  of  fo  much  mifchief  and  infatu- 

ation.    The   fcheme  was  projedled  by  Sir  John  Blunt. 
I  who  had  been  bred  a  fcrivener,  and  was  poflefled  of  all  the 

f  cunning,  piaufibility,  and  boldnefs  requifite   for  fiich  aa 

undertaking.  He  communicated  his  plan  to  Mr.  Aiflabie, 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  well  as  to  one  of  the 
fecretaries  of  ftate.  He  anfwered  all  their  objeftions  ; 
and  the;  projed  was  adopted.  They  fbre(aw  their  own 
private  advantage  in  the  execution  of  the  defign,  which 
was  imparted  in  the  name  of  the  South>Sea  company,  of 
which  Blunt  was  a  dire<ftor,  who  influenced  all  their  pro- 
ceedings. The  pretence  for  the  fcheme  was  to  difcharge 
the  national  debt,  by  reducing  all  the  funds  into  one. 
The  Bank  and  South-Sea  company  outbid  each  other. 
The  South-Sea  company  altered  their  original  plan,  and 
ij.  oflfered  fuch  high  terms  to  government,  that  the  propofals 

of  the  Bank  w6re  rejefled  ;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
[;  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  formed  on  the  plan 

fg  prefented  by  the  South-Sea  company.     While  this  affair 

was  in  agitation,  the  ftock  of  that  company  rofe  from  one   Annalt. 
hundred  and  thirty  to  near  four  hundred,  in  confequence  •  ^°j^^*^^ 
of  the  condudl:  of  the  Commons,  who  had  rejeSed  a  mo-  Tindai.. 
tion  for  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  to  fix  what  fliare  in  the  capi-   ^^^^^J^ 
[^jv  tal  ftock  of  the  company  ffaould  be  vefted  in  thofe  pro- 

prietors of  the  annuities  who  might  voluntarily  fubfcribe; 
or  how  many  years  purchafe  in  money  they  fhould  receive 
in  fubfcribihg,  at  the  choice  of  the   proprietors.     In  the    An.  17204 
|,j         ]f-Ioufe  of  Lords,  the  bill  was  oppofed  by  Lord  Nbrth  and 
^  ■    -Grey, 
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Grey^  Earl  G^wper,  the  Dukes  of  Whsurton,  Bucking* 
ham»  and  other  peers.     They  affirmed  it  was  calculated 
tftoM      for  enriching  a  few  and  impoverifhing  a  great  number  : 
that  it  countenanced  the  fraudulent  and  pernicious  prac* 
tice  of  flock-jobbing,  which  diverted  the  genius  of  the 
people  from  trade  and  induftry :  that  it  would  give  fo- 
reigners  the  oppoitunity  to  double  and  treble  the  vaft 
fums  they  had  in  the  publick  funds  ;  and  they  would  be 
tempted  to  realife  and  withdraw  their  capital  and  immenle 
gains  t»  other  countries  ;  fo  that  Great-Britain  would  bp 
drained  of  its  gold  and  (Uver :  that  the  artificial  and  pro- 
digious   rife   of  the  South- Sea  ftock  was  a  dangerous 
bait,  which  might  decoy  many  unwary  people  to  their 
ruin,  alluring  them  by  a  falfe  profpe£l  of  gain  to  part 
with  the  fruits  of  their  induftry,  to  purchafe  imagitaary 
riches  :  that  the  addition  of  above  thirty  millions  capital 
would  give  fuch  power  to  the  South«Sea  company,  as 
might  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  nation  ;  for  by  their 
extenfiv^  intereft  they  would  be  able  to  influence  moft,  if 
not  all  the  elefiions  of  the  members  j  and  confequently 
over-rule  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.   Earl 
Cowper  urged  that  in  all  publick  bargains  the  individuals 
in  the  adminiftration  ought  to  take  care^  that  they  (hall 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  ilate  than  to  private  perfons  ; 
but  that  a  contrary  method  had  been  followed  in  the  con- 
tradl  made  with  the  South-Sea  company ;  for,  fhould  the 
flocks  be  kept  at  the  advanced  price  to  which  they  had 
been  raifed  by  the  oblique  arts  of  fiock-jobbing,  either 
that  company  or  its  principal  members  would  gain  above 
thirty  millions,  of  which  no  more  than  one  fourth  part 
would  be  given  towards  the  diicharge  of  the  national  debts* 
He   apprehended  that  the  re-purchafe  of  annuities  would 
meet  with  infuperable  difficulties  :  and,  in  fuch  cafe,  none 
l>ut  a  few  perfons  who  were  in  the  fecret,  who  had  bought 
flocks  at  a  low  rate,  and  afterwards  fold  them  at  a  high 
price  would  in  the  end  be  gainers  by  the  projed.     The 
Earl  of  Sunderland  anfwered  their  objeSions.     He  de- 
clared that  thofe  who  countenanced  the  fcl^eme  of  the 
4  South*- 
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South^-Sea  comjpznyi  bad  nothing  in  view  but  (be  advan** 
tage  of  tfae/)ack)o.  He  owned  that  the  managers  for  that 
company  had  undoubtedly  a  profpeA  of  private  gain,  1720, 
either  to  dbemielues  or  to  their  corporation  ;  hut»  he  faid» 
wban  the  fcheme  was  accepted)^  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  could  forefee  that  the  flocks  would  have  rifen  to 
fuch  a  height :  that  if  they  bad  continued  as  they  were^ 
the  pubUck  would  have  had  the  far  greater  ihare  of  the  ad- 
vantage accruing  from  the  fcheme  ;  and  Ibould  they  be 
kept  up  to  the  prefent  high  price,  it  was  but  reafonable 
that  the  South-Sea  company  fbould  enjoy  the  profits  pro- 
cured to  it  by  the  wife  management  and  induflry  of  the 
directors,  which  would  enable  it  to  make  large  dividends, 
and  thereby  accomplifh  the  purpose  of  the  fcheme.  Tfce 
bill  pafled  without  amendment  or  diviiion ;  and,  on  the 
feventh  day  of  April,  received  the  royal  ailent.  By  this 
a  A  the  Souths  Sea  company  was  author  ifed  to  take  in,  by 
purchafe  or  fuhfcription,  the  irredeemable  debts  of  the 
nation,  ftated  at  fixteen  millions  five  hundred  forty-fix 
thoufand  four  hundned  eighty-two  pounds,  feven  ihillings, 
one  penny  farthing,  at  fuch  times  as  they  ihould  find  con- 
venient before  the  fir  ft  day  of  March  of  the  enfuing  year, 
«nd  without  any  compulfion  on  any  of  the  proprietors,  at 
fuch  rates  and  prices  as  fliould  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  company  and  the  refpedive  proprietors.  They  were 
likewife  authorifed  to  take  in  all  the  redeemable  debts, 
amounting  to  the  fame  fum  as  that  of  the  irredeemables, 
either  by  purchafe,.  by  taking  fubfcriptions,  or  by  paying 
off  the  creditors.  For  the  liberty  of  taking  in  the  na- 
tional debts,  andincceafing  their  capital  ftock  accordingly, 
the  company  coniented  that  their  pre&nt,  and  to  be  in^ 
creafed  annuity,  flvould  be  continued  at  five  per  cent,  till 
Midfunmier,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-feven ;  from  thence  to  be  reduced  to  four  per  cent, 
and  be  redeemable  by  parliament.  In  confideration  of  this 
and  other  advantages  exprefied  in  the  a£t,  the  company 
declared  themfelves  willing  to  make  fuch  payments  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  as  were  fpeciiied  for  the 
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ufe  of  the  publick,  to  be  applied  to  the  difcbarge  of  the 
publick  debts  incurred  before  Chriftmas,  in  the  year  pne 
J7ZO.  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen.  The  funis  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  liberty  of  taking  in  the  redeemable 
debts,  four  years  and  a  half's  purchafe  for  all  the  long 
and  ihort  annuities  that  fhould  be  fubfcribed,  and  ono 
year's  purchafe  for  fucfa  long  annuities  as  fhould  not  be 
fubfcribed,  amounted  on  the  execution  of  the  a£l  to  about 
feven  millions.  For  enabling  the  company  to  raife  this 
fum,  they  were  empowered  to  make  calls  for  money  from 
their  members  ;  to  open  books  of  fubfcription  ^  to  grant 
annuities  redeemable  by  the  company ;  to  borrow  money 
upon  any  contra£l  or  bill  under  their  common  feal,  or  on 
the  credit  of  their  capital  ftock  ;  to  convert  the  money  de« 
manded  of  their  members  into  additional  ftock,  without, 
however,  making  any  addition  to  the  company's  annuities, 
payable  out  of  the  publick  duties*  It  was  enaded.  That 
out  of  the  firft  monies  arifing  from  the  fums  paid  by  the 
company  into  the  Exchequer,  fuck  publick  debts,  carrying 
inter^ft  at  five  per  cent,  incurred  before  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixteep,  founded:  upon  any  former  a£l  of  parliament, 
as  were  now  redeemable,  or  might  be  redeemed  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  yeju:  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-two,  Ihould  be  difcharged  in 
the  firft  place  :  that  then  all  the  remainder  fhould  be  ap- 
plied towards  paying  ofF  fo  much  of  the  capital  flock  of 
the  company  as  fhould  then  carry  an  interefl  of  five  per 
cent.  It  was  likewife  provided,  that  after  Midfummer,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  fevea  hundred  and  twenty-feven, 
the  company  ihould  not  be  paid  off  in  any  fums  being  left 
than  one  million  at  a  time« 

§  XXIIL  The  heads  of  the  Royal-Afliirance  and  Lon« 
don-Afiurance  companies,  underftanding  that  the  civil- 
lift  was  confiderably  in  arrears,  offered  to  the  miniftry 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  towards  the  difcharge 
of  that  debt,  on  condition  of  their  obtaining  the 
King's  charter,   with  a  parliamentary  fan£tion  for  th? 
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eftablUhment  of  their  vefytQive  companies.  The  propoial 
vras  embraced  ;  and  the  King  communicated  it  in  a  mef- 
iage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  defiring  their  concurrence. 
A  bill- was  immediately  pafled,  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
grant  letters  of  incorporation  to  the  two  companies.  It 
loon  obtained  the  royal  ailent ;  and,  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  June,  an  end  was  put  to  the  feffion.  This  was  the  age 
of  interefted  proje£ls,  Infpired  by  a  venal  fpirit  of  adven-* 
ture,  the  natural  confequence  of  that  avarice,  fraud,  and 
profligacy,  which  the  monied  corporations  had  introduced. 
Xhis  of  all  others  is  the  moft  unfavourable  aera  for  ant 
hiftorian.  A  reader  of  fendment  and  imagination  cannot 
be  entertained  or  interefted  by  a  dry  detail  of  fuch  tranf-* 
adions  as  admit  of  no  warmth,  no  colouring,  noembel- 
Itfliment— a  detail  which  ferves  only  to  exhibit  an  inani-i 
mate  pidure  of  taftelefs  vice  and  mean  degeneracy. 

§  XXIV.   fiy  this  time  an  alliance  ofFenfive  and  de^ 
fenfire   was    concluded    at  Stockholm    between     King 
George  and  the  Queen  of  Sweden,  by  which  his  Majefty 
engaged  to  fend  a  fleet  into  the  Baltick,  to  a£l  againft  the 
Czar  of  Mufcovy,  in  cafe  that  monarch  (hould  reje£):  rea- 
Ibnable  propofals  of  peace.  Peter  loudly  complained  of  the 
infolent  interpoiition  of  King  George,  aUedgiiig  that  he  had 
failed  in  his  engagements,  both  as  Eledor  of  Hanover  and 
King  of  Great^ritain.     His  refident  at  London  prefented 
a  long  memorial -on  this.  fubjetSt,  which  was  anfwered  by 
the  Britifli  and  Hanoverian  miniftry.     Thefe  recrlmina^ 
tions  ferved  only  to  inflame,  the  difference.     The  Czar 
continued  to  profecute  the  war;  and  at  length  concluded* 
a  peace  without  a  mediator.     At  the  inftances,  however, 
of  King  George,   and  the  Regent  of  France,  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  figned  between  the  Queea  of  Sweden  and  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  to  wKom  that-  princefs  ceded  the  city  of 
Stetin,  the  diftrid  between  the  rivers  Oder  and  Pehnne, 
with  the  iflcs  of  WoUin  and  Ufedom.     On  the  other  hand, 
he  engaged  to  join  the  King  of  Great-Britain  in  his  en- 
deavours to  efFe<9;  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
on  condition  that  the  Danifli  King  fhould  reftore  to  Queen 
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Ulrica  that  part  of  Pomerftiita  which  hk  Itad  fc^Mi.z  hB 
likcwMe  promifed  top^y  to  ^at  <qiieen  two  niittmis  W 
J720.  lixJoIlars,  in  cdafidief^ion  of  theoefionsdielntfljnade* 
The  treaty  between  Sweden  and  Denmai^k  mas  figried  ^ 
Frederickftadt  in  the  month  ^  June,  thfongh -the  ^nfidta-^ 
tion  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  wiio  became  gaaramee 
for  the  Dane's  keeping  pofleilion  of  SLefwick*  He  con- 
fented,  however^  to  reftore  the  Upper  Potnerania^  the  i/le 
of  Rugcn,  the  city  of  Wifmar,  and.  whatever  he  bsid 
taken  from  Sweden  during  the  war,  Jn  confideraticsi  of* 
Sweden's  renouncing  the  exemption  from  toll  in  die 
Sounds  and  the  two  belts  ;  and  payitig  to  Denmark  fix 
hundred  thoufand  rixdollars^i 

<§  XXV.  Sir  John  Norri^  had  again  failed  to  the  Baltick 
with  a  ftrong  fquadrony'lo  give  weight  to  the  ;KiQg's:me^' 
diation.  When  he.  arrived  at  Cctponhagen;  be  wrote  a 
letter  to  Prince  Dolgorouki,  the  Czar's  ambafDidor  at  the 
court  of  Dean%irky  ilgntfytog  that  he.and  the  King's  envoy 
at  Stockholm  were  yefled  with  full  powers  to  3&  jointly 
or  feparately  in  quality  .of  {Plenipotentiaries^  in  order  to 
effeft  a  peace  between  Sweden-  and  Muibovy^  in  the  way 
of  mediation.  The  Prince  anfwered  that  the  Czar  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  peace  and  tratiquLUity  $  and^ 
in  cafe  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  any  propofals  to  make 
to  that  prince,  he  hoped  the  Admiral.wouldexcofehim 
from  receiving  them,  as  they  mightibe  delivered  in  a 
much  more  compendious  way.  .The  Engiifh  fleet  im- 
mediately joined  that  of  Sweden  as  auxiliaries  ;  but  they 
had  no  opportutiity  of  a£bi|Tg.«gainft  the^^uffian  fquadron^ 
which  fecured  itfelf  in  Revel.  Uirica,  Queen  of  Sweden^ 
and  fifter  to  CharlesXil.  had  married  thePrinceofHeffe, 
and  was  extremely  ddirous  that  he  ihoUld  be  joined  with 
her  in  the  adminiftration.of  the  regal  power.  She  wrote 
a  feparate  letter  to  each  of  the  four  .flates,  deiiring  they 
would  confer  on  him  the  fovefeignty ;  and,  after  fome.op- 
pohtion  from  the  nobles,  he  was  aiflually  ele6l^  King  of 
Sweden.  He  fent  one  of  his  general  officers  to  notify  his 
elevation  to  the  Czar,  who  congratulated  him  upoD  hit 
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acceffioa  lo  the  throne :  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  ne- 
godation  whidi  ended  in  peace,  and  eftabliflied  the  tran- 
quillity of  the>North.    In  fhemidft  of  thefe  ^an&dions      1720 
King  George  fet  CHit  from  England  for  his  Hanoverian 
dominions ;  but,  before  he  departed  from  Great^Britain  he 
was  reconciled  to  the  Prince  of  Walesf,  through  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Duke  of  .Devonfhire  and  Mr*  Walpok, 
wiio,  with  Earl  Cowper,   Lord  Townfliend,  Mr.  Me- 
jthuen,  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  were  received  into  favour,  and 
re-uhited  with  the  miniftry.     The  Earls  of  Dorfet  and 
Bridgewater    were    promoted  to    the    title  of   dukes: 
Lord   Vilcount  Caflleton  was    made    an  earl ;    Hugh 
Bofcawen^.was  cneated  a  baron,  and   Vifcount  Falmouth  } 
and  John  Wallop,  Baron  and  Vifcount  of  Lymington. 

§  XXVI,  While  the  King  was  involved  at  Hanover  in 
a  labyrinth  of  negociations,  the  South^Sea  fcheme  pro- 
duced a  kind  of  national  delirium  in  his  Englifh  domini- 
ons.   Blunt^  the  projedor,  had  taken  the  hint  of  his  plan 
from  the  famous  MiffifEppi  fcheme  formed  by  Law,  which 
^  in  the  preceding  year.hadraifed  fuch  a  ferment  in  France, 
and  entailed  ruin   upon  many  thou£and. families  of  that 
Icingdom.    In  the  fcheme  of  Law,  there  was  fiometbing 
fubftantial.     An  exclufive  trade  to  Louifiana   promifed 
Ibme  advantage ;  though  the   defign  was  defeated  by  the 
frantick  eagernefs  of  the  people.     Law  himfelf  became 
the  dupe  of  the  Regent,  who  transferred  the  burthen  of 
fifceen  hundred  mtliions  of  the  King^s  debts  to  the  (boul- 
ders of  the  fubje£ts  j  while  the  pFoJ€3;^or  was  facriiiced  as 
the  fcape-goat  of    political   iniquity.      The    South^ea 
fdieme  promised  no  coitimercial  advantage  of  any  con^ 
Sequence.     It  was  buoyed  up  by  nothing  but  the  folly  and 
rapacioufnefs  Of  individjuals,  which  became   fo  blind  and 
-extravagant,  that'  Btunt,  with  moderate  talents,  was  able 
toimpofe  upon   the  whole  nation,   and  make  tools  of  the 
other  direftoTSy  to  ^fervehis  own  purpofes,  and  thofe  of  a 
-few    afibciates.       When   this   projedor  found    that   thje 
nSouth-Sea  ftock  did  not  rife  according  to  his  expeAation 
up9h  the  bills  being  pafTed,  he  circulated  a  report,  that 
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GFibrahar  and  Port-Mahon  \Vould^'be  exchanged  for  fonre 
p^aces  in  Peru  ^  by  Avhich^means  the  Engllfli  trade  to  the 
3720.       S5uth-Sea*^oidd  bfc'protefted  and  enlarged.     This  ru- 
mour, diffofed  by  his  emifiaries,  aded   like  a  contagion • 
In  five  days  the  direftors  opened  their  books  for  a  fubfcrip*-* 
tion  of  onemiHiOn,  at  the  rate  of  thtet  hundred  pounds 
(or  everyhundred   pounds 'capitaL     Perfofis  of  all  ranks 
crouded  to  thehoufe  in-fuch  amanner,  that  the  firftliib* 
fcription  exceeded  two  millions  of  original  flock.    In  a 
few  days  this  ftock  advahced  to  three  hundred  and  forty 
pounds;  and  the  fubfcriptions  were  fdd  for  double  the 
price  of  the  iirft  payment.     Withotit  ent^ing  into  a  detail 
of  the  proceedings^  or  explaining  the  (candalous  .arts  that 
were  pra£lifed   to  enhance  the   value  of  the  flock,   and 
decoy  the   unwary,  we   ftiall  only   obferve,  that  by  the 
prom ife  of  prodigious  dividends,  and  other  infamous,  artsf 
the  ftock  was  rai&d  to  one  thoufand;   and  the   whole 
^nation  infe£kd  wifh  the    fpiri^  of  flock-jt)bbing  to  an 
aftonifbing  degree.     All  diftin£lions  of  party,  religion^ 
fex,  chara6ler,tandcircum(lance,  were  fwallowedupinthis 
univerfal  concern,  or  in    fonje  fuch   pecuniary   projed^ 
Exchange   alley  was   filled  with  a  ftrange  concourfe  oF 
ftatefm^n   and.   clergymen,    churchmen   and    difientersy 
Whigs  and  Tories,   phyficians,  lawyers,   tradefmen,'  and 
fven  With  multitudes  of  females/    All   other  profeffions 
"and  employments  were  utterly  negleded^  and  the  people's 
attention  wholly  engroffed   by  this  and  other  chimerical 
/chemes,  which  were  known   by  the    dertominadon  of 
bubbles.     New   companies  ftarted  up  e\ery  day,  under 
the  countenance  of  the  prime  nobility^     The  Prince  of 
Wales  was  conftituterf  governor  of  the  Welch  copper  com- 
:pany:  the  Duke  of  Chandos  appeared  .at  thje  head  of  the 
JYork-buiJdings  company  :  the  Duke  o£  Bridgewater  form- 
ed a  third,  for  building  houfes  in  London  and  Weftmin^ 
iter.     About  an  hundred  fuch  fchemes  were  proje<51ed  and 
put  in  execution,  to  the  ruin  of-  many  thoufands.     The 
fums  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  thefe  expedients  aitiounted 
to  three  hundred  millions  fierling,  which  e^sceeded  the 
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value  of  all  the  lands  in  England.  The  nation  was  (o  in- 
toxicated with  the  fpirit  of  adventure,  that  people  became 
a  prey  to  the  groffeft  delufion.  An  obfcare  projedlor,  pre-  1720. 
tending  to  have  formed  a  v6ry  advantageous  fcheme, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  explain,  publifhed  propofals 
for  a  fubfcription,  in  which  he  promifed,  that  in  one 
month  the  particulars  of  his  project  (hould  be  difclofed* 
In  the  mean  time,  he  declared  that  every  perfon  paying 
two  guinea  (hould  be  entitled  to  a  fubfcription  for  one 
hundred  pounds,  which  would  produce  that  fum  yearly. 
In  one  forenoon  this  adventurer  received  a  thoufand  of  thefe 
fubfcriptions ;  and  in  the  evening  fet  out  for  an6ther 
kingdom.  The  King,  before  his  departure,  had  iiTued  a 
proclamation  againft  thefe  unlawful  projecSls  :  the  lords* 
juftices  afterwards  difmifled  all  the  petitions  that  had  been 
prefented  for  charters  and  patents;  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  renounced  the  company  of  which  he  had  been 
elected  governor.  The  South-Sea  fcheme  raifed  fuch  a 
flood  of  eager  avidity  and  extravagant  hope,  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  dire£lors  were  fwept  along  with  it,  even  con- 
trary to  their  own  fenfe  and  inclination ;  but.  Blunt  and 
his  accomplices  ftill  directed  the  ftream.  i 

§  XXVII.  The  infatuation  prevailed  till  the  eighth 
day  of  September,  when  the  ftock  began  to  fall.  Then 
did  fome  of  the  adventurers  awake  from  their  delirium* 
The  number  of  the  fellers  daily  increafed.  On  the 
twenty- ninth  day  of  the  month,  the  ftock  had  funk  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  :  feveral  eminent  goldfmiths  and  bankers, 
who  had  lent  great  fums  upon  it,  were  obliged  to  flop 
payment,  and  abfcond.  The  ebb  of  this  portentous  tide 
was  fo  violent,  that  it  bore  down  every  thing  in  its  way  ; 
and  an  infinite  number  of  families  was  overwhelmed  with 
ruin.  Publick  credit  fuftained  a  terrible  fhock  :  the  nation 
was  thrown  into  a  dangerous  ferment  5  and  nothing  was 
heard  but  the  ravings  of  grief,  difappointment,  and  defpair. 
Some  principal  members  of  the  miniftry  were  deeply  con- 
cerned in  thefe  fraudulent  tranfadions  :  when  they  faw  the  ' 
.price  of  ftock  finking   daily,   they    employed   all    their 
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influence  with  the  Bank  to  fupport  thd  credit  of  the  South- 


Sea  company.  That  corporation  agreed,  though  with 
t72o.  reluQance,  to  fubfcribe  into  the  ftock  of  the  South-Sea 
company,  valued  at  four  hundred  per  cent,  three  millions 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  company  was 
to  repay  to  the  Bank  on  Lady- day  and  Micha^mas  of  the 
enfuing  year.  This  tranfadlion  was  managed  by  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  who,  with  his  own  h^nd,  wrote  the 
minute  of  agreement,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Bank  contrail.  Books  were  opened  at*  the  Bank,  to 
take  in  a  fubfcription  for  the  fupport  of  publick  credit ; 
and  confiderable  fufns  of  money  were  brought  in.  By 
this  expedient  the  ftock  was  raifed  at  firft,  and  thofe  who 
Contrived  it  feifed  the  opportunity  to  realize*  But  the 
bankruptcy  of  goldfmiths  and  the  fword-blade  company^ 
from  the  fall  of  South -Sea  ftock,  occafioned  fuch  a  run 
Upon  the  Bank,  that  the  money  was  paid  aviray  fafter  than 
It  could  be  received  from  thfe  fubfcriptiou.  Then  the  South- 
Sea  ftock  funk  again  ^  and  the  diredors  of  the  Bank,  find- 
ing themfelves  in  danger  of  being  involved  in  that  com" 
pany*s  ruin,  renounced  the  agreement,  which,  ind^, 
they  were  under  no  obligation  to  perform,  for  it  was 
drawn  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  no  more  than  the 
rough  draft  of  a  fubfequent  agreement,  without  due  form, 
penalty,  ot*  claufe  of  obligation.  All  expedients  having 
failed,  and  the  clamours  of  the  people  daily  increafing, 
exprefles  were  defpatched  to  Hanover,  reprefenting  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  and  prefling  the  King  to  return.  He 
accordingly  (hoftened  his  intended  ftay  in  Germany,  and 
arrived  in  England  on  the  eleventh  day  of  November. 

§  XXVIIL  The  parliament  being  aflembled  on  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  his  Majefty  expreffed  his  con- 
cern for  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  which  had  fo  deeply 
affefted  the  publick  credit  at  honie :  he  earneftly  defJrcd 
the  Commons  to  confider  of  the  moft  effedual  and  fpcedy 
methods  to  reftore  the  national  credit,  and^  fix  it  upon  a 
lafting  eftablifliment.  The  Lower  Houfe  was  too  much 
interefted  in  the  calamity,  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of 
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that^ubjeft.    The  members  feemed  to  lay  afide  all  party 
diftindions,   and  vie  with  each  other  in  promoting  an  en- 
quiry, by  which  juftice  might    be  done   to  the  injured       i7ao. 
nation.     They  ordered  the  direftors  to  produce  an  account 
of  all  their  proceedings.     Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  moved^,  ,  that  a 
feledl  committee  might  be  appointed,  to  examine  the  par- 
ticulars of  this   tranfaftion.      Mr.  Walpole,    now  pay- 
mafter  of  the  forces,  obferyed,  that  fuch  a  method  would 
protrad  the  enquiry,  while  thepublick  credit  lay  in  a  bleed- 
ing  condition.      He   told  the   Houfe  he  had    fornled   a 
fcheme  forreftoring  publick  credit;  but,  before  he  would 
communicate  this  plan,  defired  to  know  whether  the  fub- 
fcriptions  of  publick  debts   and  iricumberances,  money- 
fubfcriptions,  and  other  contracts   made  with  the  South- 
Sea  company,  fliould  remain  in  the  prefent  ftate.     After  a 
ivarm  debate,  the  queftion    was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
with  this  addition,  "  Unlefs  altered  for  the  cafe  and  re- 
**  lief  of  the  proprietors^  by  a  general  court  of  the  South- 
<*  Sea  company,  or  fet  afide  in  due  courfeof  law,*'     Next 
day  Walpole  produced  his  fcheme  to  engraft  nine  millions 
of  South-Sea  ftock  into   the  Bank  of  England,   and  the 
like  fum  into   the  Eaft-India  company,  on  certain  con- 
ditions.    The  Houfe  vot^d,    that  propofals  fhould  be  re- 
ceived from  the  Bank,  and  ihofe  two  com  panics^   on  this 
fubjefl:.     Thefe  being  delivered,    the  Commons  refolved, 
that  an  engrofTment  of  nine  millions  of  the  capital  ftock 
of  the  South  Sea  company,  into  the  capital  ftock   of  the 
Bank  and  Eaft-Iifdia  company,  as  propofed  by  thefe  com- 
panies, would  contribute  very  much  to  the  reft orjrfg  pub- 
lick credit.     A  bill  upon  this  refolution  was   brought  in, 
paffed  through  both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal -aflent. 
Another  bill   was    enadled  into  a  law,  for  reftraining  the 
fub-governor,      deputy-governor,     dire£lors,  •   treafurer, 
under-treafurer,  caftiier,    fecretary,   and  accountants,   of 
the  South- Sea    company,   from    quitting    the  kingdom, 
till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament;  and  for  dif- 
covering  their  eftates  and  effefts,   fo  as  to  prevent   theni 
from  being  tranfported  or  alienated.      A  committee  of 
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fecrefy  was   chofen  by  ballot,  to  examine  all  the  books, 
papers,  and  proceedings,  relating  to  the  execution  of  the 
.*7»9«       South-Sea  aft. 

•     §XXIX.  The  Lords  were  not  lefs  eager   than  the 
Commons   to    proftcute    this  enquiry,     though     divers 
members  in  both  Hotifes  were  deeply  involved  in  the  guilt 
and  infamy  of  the  tranfaftion.     Earl  Stanhope  faid  the 
eftates  of  the  criminals,  whether  direftors  or  not  direftors, 
'  ought  to  be  confifcated,   to  repair  the  publick  loffes.     He 
was  feconded  by  Lord  Carteret,  and  even  by  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland.     The  Duke  of  Wharton   declared  he  would 
give  up  the  heft  friend  he  had,  Ibould  he  be  fourid  guilty. 
He  obferved,  that  the  nation  had  been  plundered  in  a  moft 
flagrant  and  notorious  manner ;  therefore,  they  ought  to 
find  out  and  punifh  the  offenders  feverely,  without  refpefl: 
of  perfons.     The  fub  and  deputy  governors,  the  direfiors 
and  officers  of  the  South-Sea  company,  were  examined  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houfe»     Then  a  bill  was  brought  in,   dif- 
abling  them  to  enjoy  any  office  in  that  company,  or  in  the 
Eaft-India  company,  or  in  the  Bank  of  England.     Three 
brokers  were  likewife  examined,  and   made  great  difcove- 
^ies.     Knight,   the  treafurer  of  the  South-Sea  company, 
who  had  been  entrufted  with    the  fecrets  of  the  whole 
affair,  thought  proper  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  king- 
dom.    A  proclamation  was  iffued  to  apprehend  him-;  and 
another  for  preventing  any  of  the  dire6lors  from  efcaping 
out  of  the  kingdom.     At  this  period,  the  fccret  committee 
informed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that   they  had  already 
difcovered  a  train  of  the  deepeft  villany  and  fraud  that  hell 
ever  contrived  to   ruin  a  nation,   which  in  due  time  they 
would   lay  before  the  Houfe :  in  the  mean  while,  they 
thought  it  highly  neceflary  to*  fecure  the  perfons  of  fome 
of  the  direftors  and    principal  officers   of  the  South-Sea 
company,  as  well  as  to  feife  their  papers.     An  order  was 
made  to  fecure  the  books  and  papers  of  Knight,  Surman, 
and  Turner.     The  perfons  of  Sir  George  Cafwel,  Sir 
John  Blunt,  Sir  John  Lambert,  Sir  John  Fellows,  and 
Mr.   Grigfby,  were  taken  into  cuftody.     Sir.  Theodore 
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Janfen,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  Sir  Robert  Chaplain,  and  Mr. 
Eyies,  were  expelled  the  Houfe,  and  apprehended.  Mr. 
Aiflabie  refigned  his  employments  of  chancellor  of  the  1720 
Exchequer  and  lord  of  the  Treafury ;  and  orders  were 
given  to  remove  all  diredlors  of  the  South-Sea  company 
from  the  places  they  pofTefTed  under  the  government. 

§  XXX.  The  Lords,  in  the  courfe  of  their  examination, 
difcovered  that   large  portions   of    South- Sea  flock  had 
been  given   to  feveral  perfons  in    the  adminiftration   and 
Houfe   of  Commons,  for  promoting   the  paflage  of  the 
South-Sea   aft.     The  Houfe   immediately  refolved,    that 
this  pra£lice  was  a  notorious  and  moft  dangerous   fpecies 
of  corruption :  that  the  direftors  of  the  South-Sea   com- 
pany having  ordered  great  quantities  of  their  ftock  to  be- 
bought  for  thefervice  of  the  company,  when  it  was  at  a 
very  high-price,  and  on  pretenfe  of  keeping  up  the  price 
of  ftock ;  and   at  the   fame  time  feveral  of  the  dire(ftors, 
and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  company,  having,  in  a 
cla,ndeftine  manner,  fold  their  own  ftock  to  the  company, 
fuch  directors  andoffiders  were  guilty  of  a  notorious /raud 
and  breach  of  truft,  and  their  fo  doing  was  one  great  caufe 
of  the  unhappy  ti^rn  of  affairs,  that  had  fo  much  afFeded 
publick  credit.     Many  other  refolutions  were  taken  againft 
that  infamous  confederacy,  in  which,  however,  the  inno- 
cent were  confounded  with  the  guilty.     Sir  John  Blunt 
refufing  to  anfwer  certain  interrogations,  a  violent  debate 
arofe  about  the  manner  in  which   he  (hould  be  treated. 
The  Duke  of  Wharton  obferved,  that  the  government  of 
the  beft  princes  was  fometimes  rendered  intolerable  to  their 
fubjeSs  by  bad   minifters :    be  mentioned  the  example  of 
Sejanus,  who  had  made  a  divifion  in  the  Imperial  family, 
and  rendered  the  reign  of  Claudius  hateful  to  the  Romans* 
Earl  Stanhope  conceiving  this  reflexion  was  aimed  at  him, 
was  feifed  with  a  tranfport  of  anger.     He  undertook  to 
vindicate  the  miniftryj  and  fpoke  with  fuch  vehemence 
as  produced  a  violent  head-ach,  which  obliged  him  to  re- 
tire..   He  underwent  proper  evacuations,   i^nd   feemed  to 
recover :  but  next  day,  in  the  evening,  became  letbargick, 
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BOOK  and  being  feifed  with  a  fuffocaiion,  inftantly  expipe^, 
1^  The  King  deeply  regretted  the  death  of  this  favourite 
1710.  minifter,  which  was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  it  happened 
at  fuch  a  critical  conjundture;  and  he  appointed  Lord 
Townftiend  to  fill  his  place  of  fecretary.  Earl  Stanhopq 
was  furvived  but  a  few  days  by  the  other  fecretary,  Mr. 
Craggs,  who  died  of  the  fmall-pox  on  the  fixteenth  day 
of  February.  Knight,  the  cafliier  cf  the  South- Sea  com- 
pany, being  feifed  ^t  Tirlemont,  by  the  vigilance  of  Mr. 
Ganddt,  fecretary  to  Mr.  Leathes,  the  Britiih  refident  at 
Bruflels,  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of  Antwerp.  Appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  he  (hould  be 
delivered  up  to  fuch  perfons  as  might  be  appointed  to  te- 
ceive  him  :  but  he  had  found  means  to  intereft  the  States 
of  Brabant  in  his  behalf.  They  infifted  upon  their  prir 
vilege  granted  by  charter,  that  no  perfon  apprehended  for 
any  crime  in  Brabant. (hould  be  tried  in  any  other  coun- 
try. The  Houfe  of  Commons  expreffed  their  indignation 
at  this  frivolous  pretence :  inftances  were  renewed  to  the 
Emperor  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  Knight  efcaped  from  the 
citadel  of  Antwerp. 

§  XXXI.  The  committee  of  fecrefy  found,  that,  before 
any  fubfcription  could  be  made,  a  fiditious  ftock  of  five 
hundred  and  feventy-four  thoufand  pounds  had  been  diC^ 
pofed  of  by  the  directors,  to  facilitate  the  paffing  the 
bill.  Great  p^ft  of  this  was  diftributed  among  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  Mr. Craggs  fenior,  the  Duchefs  of  Kendal, 
the  Countcfs  of  Platen  and  her  two  nieces,  Mr.  Secretary 
Craggs,  and  Mr.  Aiflabie,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
In  confequence  of  the  committee's  report,  the  Houfe  came 
to  feveral  fevere  though  juft  refolutions  againft  the  di« 
re£torsand  officers  of  the  South-Sea  company  ;  and  a  bill 
was  prepared  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  fufferers.  Mr. 
Stanhope,  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  Treafury,  charged 
in  the  report  with  having  large  quantities  of  dock  and 
fvbfcriptions,  defired  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  clear  himfelf.  His  requeft  was  granted ;  and  the  affair 
^eing  difcuiTed^  he  was  cleared  by  a  majority  of  three 
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yolccs.     Fifty  thoufand  pounds   in   ftock  had  been  taken 
by  Knight  for  the  ufe  of  the  Earl  of  Sunderland.     Great 
part  of  the  Houfe  entered  eagerly  into  this  enquiry;   and       ly^o* 
a  violent   difpute  enfued.     The  whole   ftrength  of  the 
miniftry  was  muftered  in  his  deTenfe,   'The  majority  de- 
clared him  innocent :  the  riation  in  general  was  of  another 
opinion.     He   refigned   his  place  of  firft  commiifioner  in 
the  Treafury,  which  was  beftowed  upon  Mr.  Robert  Wal* 
pole  ;  but   he  ftill  retained**the  confidence  of  his  mafter. 
"With  refpeft   to    Mr.   Aiflabie,  the  evidence  appeared  fa 
ftrong   againft   him,   that  the  Commons  refolved,  he  had 
promoted    the  deftrudlive  execution  of    the    South- Sea 
fcheme,  with  a  view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  and  com- 
bined with  the  directors  in  their  pernicious  pra6\ ices,  to 
the  ruin  of  publick  credit.     He  was  expelled  the  Houfe, 
and  committed  to  the  Tower.     Mr.  Craggs  fenior  died  of 
the  lethargy,  before  he  underwent  the  ccnfure  of  the  Houfe. 
Neverthelefs,  they  refolved  that  he  was  a  notorious  accom- 
plice with  Robert  Knight,  and  fome  of  the  directors,  in 
carrying  on  their  fcandalous  pra6lices ;  and,  therefore,  that 
all  the  eftate  of  which, he  was  poffcffed,  from  the  firft  day 
of  December,    in  the  preceeding  year,  fliould  be  applied 
towards  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  fufFerers  in  the  South-Sea 
company.     The.  direiSlors,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  Houfe,   delivered  inventories  of  their  eftates,  which  '  Oldmlxon, 
were  confifcated  by  a<Sl  of  parliament,   towards  making  ^"^^^'^ 
good  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  company,  after  a  cer-  poiit.  State^ 
tain  allowance  was  dedufted  for  each,  according  to  his  j[h'?^^'^' 
conduit  9nd  circumftances, 

§  XXXII.  The  delinquents  being  thus  puniftied  by  the  An,  i7ai« 
forfeiture  of  their  fortunes,  the  Houfe  converted  their  at- 
tention to  means  for  repairing  the  mifchiefs  which  the 
fj:heme  had  produced.  This  was  a  very  difficult  tafk,  on 
account  of  the  contending  interefts  of  thofe  engaged  in  the 
§outh-Sea company,  which  rendered  it  impoffible  to  relieve 
(bme  but  at  the  expenfe  of  others.  Several  wholefome 
r^folutions  were  taken,  ^nd  prefented  with  an  addrefs  to 
t^pKing,  explaining  the  motives  of  their  proceedings. 
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On  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  July,   the   parliament  was 
prorogued   for  two  days  only.     Then  his  Majefty  going 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers^   declared   that  he  had  called  them 
together   again   fo  fuddenly,  that  they  might  refume  the 
confideration  of  the  ftate  of  publick  credit.     The  Com- 
mons  immediately  prepared   a  bill   upon   the  refolutions 
they  had    taken.     The  whole  capital  ftock,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  amounted 
to   about  thirty-feven   millions   eight   hundred    thoufand 
pounds.     The  ftock  allotted  to  all  the  proprietors  did  not 
exceed  twenty-four  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds: 
the  remaining  capital  ftock  belonged  to  the  company  in 
their  corporate  capacity.     It   was  the  profit  arifing  from 
the  execution  of  the  South-Sea  fcheme ;    and  out  of  this 
the  bill  enabled,  that  feven  millions  fhould  be  paid  to  the 
publick.     The   prefent  a6t  likewife  direSed  feveral  addi- 
tions to  be  made  to  the  ftock  of  the  proprietors,  out  of 
that  poffefied  by  the  company  in  their  own  right :  it  made 
a  particular  diftribution  of  ftock,  amounting  to  two  mil* 
lions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;   and,  upon  remitting 
iive  millions  of  the  feven  to  be  paid  to  the  publipk,  an- 
nihilated two  millions   of  their  capital.     It  was  enadled^ 
that  after  thefe  diftributions,  the  remaining  capital  ftock 
ihould  be  divided  among  all  the  proprietors.     This  divi- 
dend amounted  to  thirty-three  pounds  fix  fliillings   and 
eight  pence  per  cent,   and  deprived  the  company  of  eight 
millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     They  had  lent 
above  eleven  millions  on  ftock  unredeemed  ;  of  which  the 
parliament  difcharged  all  the  debtors,  upon  their  paying 
ten  per  cent.     Upon  this  article  the  company's  lofs  ex- 
ceeded fix  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  for 
many  debtors  refufed  to  make  any  payment.     The  pro- 
prietors of  the  ftoofc  loudly  complained  of  their  being  de- 
prived of  two  millions  ;  and  the  parliament,  in  the  fequel, 
revived  that  fum  which  had  been  annihilated.     While  this 
affair  was  in  agitation  petitions  from  counties,  cities,  and 
boroughs,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  crying  for  juftice  againft  the  yiUainy  of  the 
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directors.  Pamphlets  and  papers  were  daily  publlfhed  on 
the  fame  fubjef^ ;  fo  that  the  whole  nation  was  exafperated 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refentment.  Nevehhelefs,  by  the  ^J^l, 
wife  and  vigorous  refolutions  of  the  parliament,  the  South- 
Sea  company  was  foon  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements with  the  publick :  the  ferment  of  the  people 
fubiided;  and  the  credit  of  the  nation  wasrefior^d. 
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CHAP.       III. 

§  I.  Bill  againft  atbiifm  and  immorality  pojiponed.  §  II.  Sef- 
Jion  clofed.  §  III.  Alliance  between  Great -Br it ain^  France^ 
and  Spain.  §  IV.  Plague  at  Marfeilles.  §  V.  Debates 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  about  Mr,  Law  the  proje^or. 
§  VI.  Sentiments  cf  fame  lords  touching,  the  war  uiib 
Spain,  §  VII.  Petition  of  the  fakers.  Theparliameni 
dijfolved,  §  VIII.  Rumours  of  a  confpiracy*  The  Bijhop 
cf  Rochefier  is  committed  to  the  Tower,  §  IX.  New  par^ 
liament.  §  X;  Declaration  of  the  Pi^etender^  §  XL  Re^ 
port  of  the  fecret  committee,  §  XII.  Bill  of  pains  and 
penalties  againfl  the  Bijhop  of  Rochefier.  §  XIII.  Who  is 
deprived  J  and  driven  into  perpetual  exile,  §  XIV.  Pro^ 
cecdings  againjl  thofe  concerned  in  the  lottery  at  Harhurgb, 
§  XV.  Affairs  of  the  continent*  §  XVI.  Clamour  in  Ire^ 
land  on  account  of  Wood* s  coinage.  §  XVII.  Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  §  XVIII.  An  a£i  for  lejfening  the 
publick  debts,  §  XIX.  Philip y  King  of  Spain^  abdicates 
the  throne*  §  XX.  Abufes  in  chancery,  §  XXI.  Trial 
of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  §  XXII.  Debates  about  the 
debts  of  the  civil-lijl,  §  XXIII.  A  bill  in  favour  of  the 
late  Lord  Bolipgbroke.  §  XXIV.  Treaty  of  alliance  be^ 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid,  §  XXV.  Treaty 
of  Hanover,  ^XXYl.  Approved  in  parliament,  §XXVI1.  ' 
Riots  in  Scotland  on  account  of  the  malt-tax,  §  XXVIII. 
Jfmallfquadron  fent  to  the  Baltick,  §  XXIX^  Admiral 
Hofier^s  expedition  to  the  Weji-Indies.  §  XXX.  Difgraa 
of  the  Duke  de  Ripperda,  §  XXXI.  Subftance  of  the 
Kin^s  fpeecb  to  parliament,  §  XXXII.  Debate  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  upon  the  approaching  rupture  with  the  Em^ 
perour  and  Spain,  §  XXXIII.  Memorial  of  Mr.  Palms^ 
the  Imperial  refident  at  London,     §  XXXIV.  Conventions  - 

*    with  Sweden  and  Heffe-Cafjel     §  XXXV.  Vote  of  credit. 
§   XXXVI.     Siege    of    Gibraltar    by    the    Spaniards. 
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%  XXXVIL  Preliminaries  of  peace.  §  XXXVIII. 
Death  and  charaSler  of  George  I.  King  of  Great-Bri" 
tain, 

§  I.  TnxURING  the  infatuation  produced  by  this  in-r    chap, 
«L/   famous  fcheme,  luxury,  vice,   and  profligacy,  ^    ^^^'    , 
increafed  to  a  fliocking  degree  of  extravagance.     The  ad-        ,7x1. 
venturers,  intoxicated    by  their  imaginary  wealth,  pam* 
pered    themfelves  with  the  rareft  dainties,   and  the  moft 
cxpenfive  wines   that  could  be  imported  :  they  purchafed 
the    moft   fumptuous  furniture,  equipage,    and  apparel^ 
though  without  tafte  or  difcernment :  they  indulged  their 
criminal  paffions  to  the  moft  fcandalous  excefs  :   their 
dlfcourfe  was  the  language  pf  pride,  infolence,  and  the 
inoft  ridiculous  oftentation  :  they  afFefted  to  feoff"  at  reli- 
gion and  morality  ;   and  even  to  fet  heaven  at  defiance. 
The  Earl  of  Nottingham  complained   in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  the   growth  of  atheifm,   profanenefs,  and  im- 
morality ;   and   a  bill  was  brought  in  for  fuppreffingblaf- 
phem'y   and   profanenefs.     It    contained  feveral   articles 
feemingly  calculated  toreftrain  the  liberty  granted  to  non- 
conformifts  by  the  laws  of  the  laft  feflion  :  for  that  reafon 
Jt  met  with  violent  oppofition.     It  was  fupported  by  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,   the   Earl    of    Nottingham, 
Lords  Bathurft  and  Trevor,  the  BiOiops  of  London,  Win- 
chefter,  and  Lichfield  and  Coventry.     One  of  thefe  faid  he 
verily   believed  the  prefent   calamity  ocfcafioned  by   the 
South-Sea  projedt  was  a  judgement  .of  God  on  the  blaf- 
phemy  and  profanenefs  of  the  nation.     Lord  Onflow  re- 
plied, "  That  noble  peer  muft  then  be  a  great  finner,  for 
*'  he  has  loft  confiderably  by  the  South- Sea  fcheme."  The 
Duke  of  Wharton,  who  had  rendered  himfclf  famous  by 
his  wit  and  profligacy,  faid  he  was  not  infenfible  of  the 
common  opinion  of  the  town  concerning  himfelf,   and 
gladly  feifed  this  opportunity  of  vindicating  his  charadler, 
by  declaring  he  was  far  from  being  a  patron  of  blafphemy, 
or  an  enemy  to  religion.     On  the  other  hand,   he  could 
not  but  oppofe  the  bill,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be 
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repugnant  to  the  holy  fcripture.  Then  pulling  an  old  fa- 
mily bible  from  his  pocket,  he  quoted  feveral  paflages 
1721.  from  the  epiftles  of  St.  Peter  and  St,  Paul ;  concluding 
with  a  defire  that  the  bill  might  be  thrown  out.  The 
Earl  of  Peterborough^  declared,  that  though  he  was  for  a 
parliamentary  king,  yet  he  did  not  defire  to  have  a  parlia- 
mentary god,  or  a  parliamentary  religion  ;  and,  ihould 
the  Houfe  declare  for  one  of  this  kind,  he  would  go  to 
Rome,  and  endeavour  to  be  chofen  a  cardirial ;  for  he  had 
rather  fit  in  the  conclave  than  with  their  lordfhips  upon 
thofe  terms.  After  a  vehement  debate,  the  bill  was  poft- 
poned  to  a  long  day,  by  a  confid?rable  majority. 

§  II.  The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before  the  fupplies 
were  granted ;  and  at  length  they  were  not  voted  with  that 
chearfulnefs  and  good  humour  which  the  majority  had  hi- 
therto manifefted  on  fuch  occafions.     On  the  fixteenth 
day  of  June,  the   King   fent  a  meffage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  importing,  that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  a  fubfidy 
to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  he  hoped  they  would  enable 
him  to  make  good  his  engagements.     The  leaders  of  the 
oppofition  took  fire  at  this  intimation.     They  defired  to 
know  whether  this   fubfidy,  amounting  to  feventy-two 
thoufand  pounds,  was  to  be  paid  to  Sweden  over  and  above 
the  expenfe  of  maintaining  a  ftrong  fqua'dron  in  the  Bal- 
tick  ?     Lord  Molefworth  obferved,  that,  by  our  late  con- 
duft,  we  were  become  the  allies  of  the  whole  world,   and 
the  bubbles  of  all  our  allies  5  for  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
them  well  for  their  affiftance.     He  affirmed  that  the  trea- 
ties which  had  been  made  y/ith  Sweden,  at  different  times, 
were  inconfiftent  and  contradiflory  :  that  our  late  engage- 
ments with  that  crown  were  contrary  to  the  treaties  fub- 
fifting  with  Denmark,  and  direftly  oppofite  to  the  mea- 
fures  formerly  concerted  with  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy.     He 
faid,  that,  in  order  to  engage  the  Czar  to  yield  what  he  had 
gained  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  King  of  Pruffia  ought 
to  give  up  Stetin,  and  the  Eleflor  of  Hanover  reftore 
Bremen  and  Verden :  that,  after  all,  England  had  no  bu- 
finefs  to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  empire :  that 
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we  reaped  litde  or  no  advantage  by  our  trade  to  the  Baltick,  ^  ^  a  p. 
but  that  of  procuring  naval  (lores  :  he  owned  that  hemp  «  _  1  ^ 
was  a  very  neceffary  commodity,  particularly  at  this  junc-  i7»i« 
ture;  but  he  infifted,  that  if  due  encouragement  were 
given  to  fome  of  our  plantations  in  America,  we  might 
■  be  fupplied  from  thence  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
from  Sweden  and  Norway.  Notwithftanding  thefe  argu« 
ments,  the  SwediQi  fupply  was  granted ;  and,  in  about 
three  weeks,  their  complaifance  was  put  to  another  proof. 
They  were  given  to  underftand,  by  a  fecond  meffage,  that 
the  debts  of  the  civil-lift  amounted  to  five  hundred  and 
fifty  tboufand  pounds  ;  and  his  Majefty  hoped  they  would 
empower  him  to  r^ife  that  fum  upon  the  revenue,  as  he 
proppfed  it  ihould  be  replaced  to  the  civil-lift,  and  re-em- 
burfed  by  a  deduction  from  the  falaries  and  wages  of  all 
ofEcers,  as  well  as  from  the  penfions  and  other  payments 
from  the  crown.  A  bill  was  prepared  for  this  purpofe, 
though  not  without  warm  oppofition ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  an  sl&  paiTed  for  a  general  pardon.  On  the  tenth 
day  of  Auguft,  the  King  clofed  the  feffion  with  a  fpeech, 
in  which  he  exprefled  his  concern  for  the  fufterings  of 
the  innocent,,  and  a  juft  indignsition  againft  the  guilty, 
with  refpeft  to  the  South-Sea  fcheme.  Thefe  profef- 
fions  were  judged  neceffary  to  clear  his  own  charafler, 
which  had  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  fome  jDCople,  who 
whifpered  that  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  connexions 
with  the  projedlors  of  that  defign  ;  that  the  Emperor  had, 
at  his  defire,  refufed  to  deliver  up  Knight  5  and  that  he. 
favoured  the  diredlors  and  their  accomplices. 

§  III.  Lords  Townlhend  and  Carteret  were  now  ap- 
pointed fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Hay  was 
vefted  with  the  office  of  lord  privy-feal  of  Scotland.  In 
June  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great-Britain  and 
Spain  was  figned  at  Madrid.  The  contracting  parties 
engaged  to  reftore  mutually  all  the  efFe£ts  feifed  and  con- 
fifcated  on  both  fides.  In  particular,  the  King  of  England 
promifed  to  reftore  all  the  ftiips  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  which 
had  been  taken  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  value  of 
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BOOK  them,  if  they  were  fold.  He  likewife  promifed^  in  ft 
'  ^  fecret  article,  that  lie  would  no  longer  interfere  ?n  the 
i7%i«  affairs  of  Italy  ;  and  the  King  of  Spain  made  an  abfolute 
ceflion  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon.  At  the  fame  time, 
a  defenfive  alliance  was  concluded  between  Great-Britain, 
France,  and  Spain.  All  remaining  difficulties  were  re-^ 
ferred  to  a  congrefs  at  Cambray,  where  they  hoped  to 
confolidate  a  general  peace,  by  determining  all  differences 
between  the  Emperor  and  his  Catholick  Majefty.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  powers  of  Great- Britain,  France,  and  Spain, 
engaged,  by  virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  to  grant  to  the 
Duke  of  Parma  a  particular  protection  for  the  prefervatioii 
of  his  territories  and  rights,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his 
dignity.  It  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  the  States-General 
fhould  be  invited  to  accede  to  this  alliance.  The  codgrefs 
at  Cambray  was  opened  :  but  the  demands  on  both  fides' 
were  fo  high,  that  it  proved  ineffectual.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  peace  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden  was  con- 
cluded, oh  condition  that  the  Czar  fhould  retain  Livonia, 
Ingria,  Eftonia,  part  of  Carelia,  and  of  the  territory  of 
Wyburg,  Riga,  Revel,  and  Narva,  in  confideratron  of  his 
Ireftoring  part  of  Finland,  and  paying  two  millions  of  rix« 
dollars  to  the  King  of  Sweden.  The  perfonal  animofity 
fubfifting  between  King  George  and  the  Czar  feemed  to 
increafe.  Baftagif,  the  Ruffian  refident  at  London,  having 
prefented  a  memorial  that  contained  fome  unguarded  ex- 

>  preflions,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  a  fortnight. 

'  The  Czar  publiflied  a'  declaration  at  Peter(burgh,  com- 
plaining of  this  outrage,  which,  he  faid,  ought  naturally 
to  have  engaged  him  to  ufe  reprifals  ;  but,  as  he  perceived 
it  was  done  without  any  regard  to  the  concerns  of  Eng-^ 
land,  and  only  in  favour  of  the  Hanoverian  intereft,  be 
was  unwilling  that  the  Englifc  nation  (hould  fuffer  for  a 
piece  of  injuftice  in  which  they  had  no  Ihare.  He,  there- 
fore, granted  to  them  all  manner  of  fecurity,  and  free 
liberty  to  trade  in  all  his  dominions.  To  finifh  thisftrange 
tiffue  of  negociations.   King  George  concluded  a  treaty 

with 
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with  the  Moors  of  Africk,  againft  which  the  Spaniards 
loudly  exclaimed, 

§IV.  In  the  courfeof  this  year.  Pope  Clement  XL  1721. 
died  j  and  the  Princefs  of  Wales  wlas  delivered  of  a  prince, 
baptifed  by  the  name  of  William-Auguftus,  the  lat^ 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  A  dreadful  plague  raging  at  Mar- 
fellies,  a  proclamation  was  publi&ed,  forbidding  any 
perfon  to  come  into  England,  from  any  part  of  France  be-  ^ 
tweenthe  bay  of  Bifcay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates 
of  health.  Other  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  againft 
contagion.  An  a£l  of  parliament  had  pafled  in  the  pre- 
ceding feffion,  for  the  prevention  of  infection,  by  building 
peft-houfes,  to  which  all  infe£ted  perfons,  and  all  perfons 
of  an  infefted  family,  fhould  be  conveyed;  and,  by  draw- 
ing trenches  and  lines  round  any  city,  town,  or  place  in- 
felled.  The  King,  in  his  fpecch  at  opening  the  fefSon 
of  parliament,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Odober,  intimated 
the  pacification  of  the  North,  by  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  between  Mufcovy  and  Sweden.  He  defired  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  confider  of  means  for  eafing  the 
duties  upon  the  imported  commodities  ufed  in  the  manu- 
factures of  the  kingdom.  He  obferved,  that  the  nation 
might  be  fupplied  with  naval  ftores  from  our  own  colo- 
nies in  North  America;  and  that  their  being  employed  in 
this  ufeful  and  advantageous  branch  of  commerce  would 
divert  them  from  fetting  up  manufactures  which  dire£tly 
interfered  with  thofe  of  Great- Britain.  He  expreffed  a 
defire  that,  with  fefpe£):  to  thefupplies,  his  people  might 
reap  fome  immediate  benefit  from  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  affairs  abroad ;  and  he  earneftly  recommended  to  their 
confideration,  means  for  preventing  the  plague,  particu- 
larly by  providing  againft  the  pradice  of  fmuggling. 

§  V.  One  of  the  firft  objcfts  that  attrafted  the  attention 
of  the  Upper  Houfe  was  the  cafe  of  John  Law,  the  famous 
projector.  The  refentment  of  the  people  on  account  of 
his  Miffilfippi  fcheme  had  obliged  him  to  leave  France. 
He  retired  to  Italy  ;  and  was  faid  to  have  vifited  the  Pre- 
tender at  Rome,    from  thence  he  repaired  to  Hanover ; 

and 
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aad  returned  to  England  frot|i  the  Baltick,  in  the  AeeC 
commanded  by  Sir  John  Norris.  The  King  favoured 
lyzx.  him  with  a  private  audience :  he  kept  open  hoafe,  and 
was  vifited  by  great  numbers  of  perfon^  of  the  firft  quality* 
Earl  Coningfby  reprefented,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that 
he  could  not  but  entertain  fome  jealoufy  of  a  perfon  who 
had  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom; 
who,  being  immenfely  rich,  might  do  a  great  deal  more 
hurt  here,  by  tampering  with  thofe  who  were  grown  de- 
fperate,  in  confequence  of  being  involved  in  the  calamity 
occaiioned  by  the  fatal  imitation  of  his  pernicious  proje&s» 
He  obferved,  that  this  perfon  was  the  more  dangerous,  as 
he  had  renounced  his  natural  a{Fe£tion  to  his  country,  his 
allegiance  to  his  lawful  fovereign,  and  his  religion,  by 
turning  Roman  Catholick.  Lord  Carteret  replied,  that 
Mr.  Law  had,  jnany  years  ago,  the  misfortune  to  kill  a 
gentleman  in  a  duel;  buthavringat  laft  received  the  benefit 
of  the  King's  clemency,  and  the  appeal  lodged  by  the  re- 
lations of  the  deceafed  being  taken  off,  he  was  come  over 
to  plead  his  Majefty's  pardon.  He  faid  there  was  no  law 
to  keep  any  Englifhmanoutof  his  country;  and,  as  Mr.  Law 
was  a  fubjedi  of  Great-Britain,  it  was  not  even  in  the  King's 
power  to  hinder  him  from  coming  over.  After  fome  difpute, 
the  fubjedt  was  dropped,  and  this  great  projedor  pleaded 
his  pardon  in  the  King's-Bench,  according  to  the  ufual  formi 
§  VI.  The  miniftry  had  by  this  time  fecured  fuch  a 
majority  in  both  Houfes,  as  enabled  them  to  carry  any 
point  without  the  leaft  difficulty.  Some  chiefs  of  the  op- 
pofition  they  had  brought  over  to  their  meafures,  and 
among  the  reft  Lord  Harcourt,  who  was  created  a  vifcount* 
and  gratified  with  a  penfion  of  four  thoufand  pounds^ 
Neverthelefs,  (hey  could  not  fhut  the  mouths  of  the  mi- 
nority, who  ftill  preferved  the  privilege  of  complaining* 
Great  debates  were  occafioned  by  the  navy-debt,  which 
was  increafed  to  one  ipillion  feven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  Some  members  in  both  Houfes  affirmed  that 
fuch  extraordinary  expenib  could  not  be  for  the  immediate 
fervice  of  Great-Britain  i  but,  in  all  probability,  for  the 
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pr^ftrv^tjon.Qf foroigo  acqi4i(itions.      The  minifters  an«    chap. 

fw^re^t  tktf  nwr  two-t|iii'()s  of  the  navy-debts  were  con-  , 1 

fru^lfd  in  th^  lat^  r^ign  ;  and  the  parliament  acquiefced       ly^u 
in  ih\$  decl^fatiofi :  h^U  io  reality,  the  navy-debt  h^d  beea 
ua.neceflarily  increafsd,  by  keeping  feamen  in   pay  during 
(he  winter,   and  Tending  fleets  to  the  Mediterranean  and 
3a)tick,  in  order  to  fupport  the  interefts  of  Germany* 
The  Puke  of  Wharton  rngvod  that  the  treaty  with  Spain 
might  be  Uid  before  tbe  Houfe.     The  Earl  of  Sunderland 
&id  it  cpnMM'nfsd  ^  feqret  ^rti^le,  which  the  King  of  Spain 
defired  might  not  be  made  publick,  until  after  the  treaty 
ef  Ci^mbray  Ibould  be  difcuiTed.     The  queftio^  was  put^ 
lUfid  the  Duke's  motion  reje<3ed.     The  Earl  of  Straflx>rd 
^flert^d,  tba(  as  ths  war  with  Sp;|in  had  been  undertaken 
without  neci^ffify  or  juft  provoc^ipn,   fo  the  peace  wat 
cop^clvidi^d,  without  any  benefit  pr  ^^dvantage :  that,  con* 
Irgry  tp  ^^  law  of  nations,  the  Spaniih   fleet  had  .been 
attacked  without  any  declaration  of  war ;   even  while  9 
Britilb  lyiinifter  and  a  fecretary  of  ftate  were  treating  ami<* 
cably  at  Madrid  ;  that  thenar  was  neither  juft  nor  poli« 
tick,  fioce  it  interrMpted  one  of  the  moft  valuable  branchef 
of  .t^  £ngli0^  commerce,  at  a   time  when  the  nation 
gfoaped  under   the  preflure  of  heavy  debts,  incurred  by 
tbefdrai^r  longs  expenf^ve  war.     He,  therefore,  moved  for 
^n  a4dref$  to  his  Majefty,  deiiring  that  the  inftruitions 
£ivfp  to  Sir  George  Byng,  now  Lord  Torrington,  &ould 
b^  laid   before  the  Houfe.     This  motion  being  likewife, 
upon  the  queftion,  rejev^ed,  a  proteft  wa£i entered.     They, 
voted  an  addc^fs,  bpwever,   to  know  in  what  manner  the  « 
^ing  Mad  difjipfed  of  the  0>ips  taken  from  the  Spaniards* 
Pifpijtes  arofe  alfpfrom  th^  bill  to   prevent  infe^ion* 
£ari  Cowper  reprefeated,  that  the  nemoval  of  perfons  to 
Si  L^zs^ret,  or  peft-houfe,  'by  order  of  the   government, 
and   the  drawing  lines  and   trenches  .  "und   places  in* 
feded,  were:  powers  unknown  to  the  B.tCifli  conftitution; 
4DConfiftent  with  the  lenity  of  a  free  government ;  fuch  as 
could  never  be  wifely  or  ufefully  put  in  practice;  the  more 
odious,  becaufe  copied  from  the  arbitrary  government  of 
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France ;  and  imprafticable,  except  by  military  compulfioni 

Thefe  obnoxious  claufes  were  accordingly  repealed,  though 

7^11^  not  without  great  oppofition.  Indeed,  nothing  can  be 
more  abfurd  than  a  conftitution  that  will  not  admit  of  juft 
and  neceffary  laws  and  regulations  to  prevent  the  dire  con- 
fequences  of  the  wprft  of  all  calamities.  Such  reftridlions^ 
inftead  of  favouring  the  lenity  of  a  free  government,  would 
be  the  moft  cruel  impofition  that  could  be  laid  on  a  free 
people,  as  it  would  aA  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  the 
great  principle  of  fociety,  which  is  the  prcfervation  of  the 
individual. 

§  VII.  The  Quakers  having  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commohs,  praying  that  a  bill  might  be  brought 
in  for  omitting  in  their  folemn  affirmation  the  words  *^  In 
*«  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,"  the  Houfe  complied 
with  their  requeft :  but  the  bill  gave  rife  to  a  warm  debate 
among  the-peers.  Dr.  Atterbury,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  faid 
he  did  not  know  why  fuch  a  diftinguiihing  mark  of  induU 
gence  fhould  be  allowed  to  a  fet  of  people  who  ifrere  hardly 
Chriftians.  He  was  fupported  by  the  Archbifliop  of  York, 
the  Earl  of  Strafford,  and  Lord  North  and  Grey.  A 
petition  was  prefented  againft  the  bill  by  the  London 
clergy,  who  exprefled  a  ferious  concern  left  the  minds  of 
good  men  fhould  be  grieved  and  wounded,  and  the  ene* 
mies  of  Chriftianity  triumph,  when  they  fhould  fee  fuch 
coiidefcenfion  made  by  a  chrifti^n  legiflature  to  a  fet  of 
men  who  renounce  the  divine  inftitutions  of  Cbrift ;  par- 
ticularly that  by  which'  the  faithful  are  initiated  into  his 
religion,  and  denominated  Chriftians.  The  petition,, 
though  prefented  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  was  branded 
by  the  miniftry  as  a  feditious  libel,  and  rejeded  by  the 
majority.  Then,  upon  a  motion  by  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land, the  Houfe  refolved,  that  fuch  lords  as  might  enter 
proteftations  with  reafons  (hould  do  it  before  two  o'clock 
on  the  next  fitting  day,  and  fign  them  before  the  Houfe 
rifes.  The  fupplies  being  granted,  and  the  bufine(s  of  the 
Hift.  Reg.  feffion  defpatched  as  the  court  was  pleafed  to  didatc,  on 
pl'^ij^ State'  the  feventh  day  of  March  the  parliament  was  prorogued. 
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In  a  few  days  it  was  diflblved,  and  another  convoked  by 
proclamation.  In  the  eledion  of  members  for  the  new 
parliament  the  miniftry  exerted  itfelf  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
as  returned  a  great  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Extremely  well  adapted  for  ail  the  purpofes  of  an  admini- 
firation*. 

§  VIII.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King  is  fald  to  Atn  ijaii 
have  received  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  full  and  certain  in- 
formation of  a  fre(h  confpiracy  formed  againft  his  perfon 
and  government.  A  ckmp  was  immediately  formed  in 
Hyde-park.  All  military  officers  were  ordered  to  repair 
to  their  refpedive  commands.  Lieutenant- General  Mac- 
cartney  was  defpatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  fome 
troops  from  that  kingdom.  Some  fufpeded  perfons  were 
apprehended  in  Scotland  :  the  ftates  of  Holland  were  defir^  . 
to  have  their  auxiliary  or  guarantee  troops  in  readinefs  to 
be  embarked ;  and  Colonel  Churchill  was  fent  to  the 
court  of  France  with  a  private  commiffion.  The  appre- 
henfion  raifed  by  this  fuppofed  plot  aiFeded  the  publick 
credit.  South-Sea  ftock  began  to  fall;  and  crouds  of 
people  called  in  their  money  from  the  Rank.  Lord 
Xownfliend  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  of  London,  by 
the  King's  command,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  having  re« 
ceived  unqueftionable  advices,  that  feveral  of  his  fubjeds 
had  entered  Into  a  wicked  confpiracy,  in  concert  with 
traitors  abroad,  for  raiflng  a  rebellion  in  favour  of  a  popiih 
pretender ;  but  that  he  was  firmly  aflured  the  authors  of  it 
neither  were  nor  would  be  fupported  by  any  foreign  power. 
This  letter  was  immediately  anfwered  by  an  afFedionate 
addrefs  from  the  court  of  aldermen  j  and  the  example  of 

C  c  2  London 

*  The  £arl  of  Sunderland  died  in  April,  after  having  incurred  a  great  load 
of  popular  odium,  from  his  fuppofed  connexions  with  the  dire^ors  of  tiie 
South-Sea  company.  He  was  amiolfterofabllities,  but  violent,  impetuous, 
and  head  ftrong.  His  death  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  his  father-in  law^ 
the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whofd  faculties  hid  been  for  fome  timo 
•greatly  impaired.  He  was  interred  in  Weftminfter-abbey,  with  fuch  pro- 
fuflon  of  funeral  pomp,  as  evinced  the  pridfi  and  odentation^  much  more  than 
the  tafte  and  concern  of  thofe  who  directed  his  obfequies.  He  was  fucceeded 
as  mafter  of  th:  Ordnance,  and  colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot-guards,  by 
Bart  Cadogan. 
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London  was  followed  by^  many  other  cities  ajdd  borou^* 
The  King  had  determined  to  vifit  Hanover,  and  aAiudly 
1722.       fettled  a  regency,  in  whidi  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  not 
included  :  but  now  this  intended  journey  was  laid  afide  : 
the  court  was  removed  to  Kenfington,  and  the  Prince  re- 
tired to  Richmond.     The  Bifbop  of  Rochefter   having 
been  feifed,  with  his  papers,  was  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  council,  who  committed  him  to  the  Tower 
for  high-treafon.     The  Earl  of  Orrery,     Lord    North 
and  Grey,  Mr.  Cochran,  and  Mr.  Smith,  from  Scotland^ 
and  Mr«  Chriftopher  'Layer,  a  young  gentleman  of  the 
Temple,  were  confined  in  the  fame  place.     Mr.  George  , 
Kelly,  an  Iriih  clergyman,  Mr.  Robert  Cotton  of  Huatr 
ingdonfhire,  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr.  Fleetwood,  Neynoe,  an 
Irifh  Prieft,  and  feveral  perfons,  were  taken  into  cuftody ; 
and  Mr.    Shippen's  houfe  was    fearched.     After  Bi&op 
Atterbury  had  remained  a  fortnight  in   the  Tower,  Sir 
Conftantine  Phipps   prefented  a  petition  to  the  court  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs  Morris,  that  prelate's 
daughter,  praying,  that,   in  confideration  of  the  Bifbop's 
ill  ftate  of  health,  he  might  be  either  brought  to  afpeedy 
trial,   bailed,  or   difcharged  :    but  this  was  over-ruled. 
The  churchmen  through  the  whole  kingdom  were  fiUed 
.  with  indignation  at  the  confinement  of  a  Ulbop,  which 
they  faid  was  an  outrage  upon  the  church  of  England,  and 
the  epifcopal  order.    Far  from  concealing  (betr  fentiments 
on  this  fubje6t,  the  clergy  ventured  to  offer  up  publick 
prayers    for  his   health,    in  almoft  all  the  churches  asd 
chapels  of  London  and  Weftminfter.    In  the  mean  time, 
the  King,  attended  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  madea  fiimaier 
progrefs  through  the  weftern  counties. 

§  IX.  The  new  parliament  being  afiembled  on 
the  ninth  day  of  Odlober  his  Majefty  made  them  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  confpiracy.  He  faid 
the  confpirators  had^  by  their  emiffaries,  made  the 
ftrongeft  inftances  for  fuccours  from  foreign  powers; 
but  were  difappointed  in  their  expedlations.  That,  never- 
thelefs^   confiding  in   their  numbers,  they  h^id  refolded 
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once  more,  upo«  their  own  ftrength,  to  attempt  the  fub-  ^^|^^' 
verfion  of  his  government.  He  faid  they  had  provided 
cbnfiderable  fums  of  money,  engaged  great  numbers  of  "7*^ 
crfficers  from  abroad,  fecured  krge  quantities  of  arms  and 
ammanitfon ;  and,  had  not  the  plot  been  timely  difcover- 
ed,  the  whole  nation,  and  particularly  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, would  have  been  involved  in  blood  and  confufion. 
He  expatiated  upon  the  mildnefe  and  integrity  of  his  own 
gorernment)  and  inveighed  againft  the  ingratitude,  the 
implacability,  and  madnefs  of  the  dtfafie£kd,  concluding 
with  an  afitfrance,  that  he  would  fteadily  adhere  to  the 
conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  continue  to  make  the 
laws  of  the  realm  the  rule  and  meafure  of  all  his  a£tiqns^ 
Such  addrefle9  were  prefented  by  both  Houfes  as  the  fears 
'  and  attachment  of  the  majority  may  be  fupppofed  to  have 
diAaled  on  fucb  an  occafion.  A  bill  was  brought  into 
the  Hottfe  of  Lords,  for  fufpendrng  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft 
for  a  whole  year :  but  they  were  fkr  from  being  unanimous 
.in  agreeing  to  fuch  an  unufual  length  of  time.  By  this  fuf- 
penfion,  they  in  eflFed  vefted  the  mintftry  with  a  diftatorial 
power  over  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

§  X«  The  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  fo 
violent,  that  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  found  it  neceflary  to 
alarm  their  apprehenfions  by  a  dreadful  ftory  of  a  defign  to 
feife  the  Bank  and  Exchequer,  and  to  proclaim  the  Pre- 
tender on  the   Royal   Exchange.     Their  paffions  being 
inflamed  by  this  ridiciilous  artifice,  they  pafled  thebil],which 
icnmediatety  received  the  royal  aflent.     The  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk being  brought  from  Bath,  was  examined  before  the 
.  council,  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  fufpicion  of 
high-treafon.     On  the  fixteenth  day  of  November,   the 
King  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  the  original  and  printed 
copy  of  a  declaration  figned  by  the  Pretender.     It  was 
dated  at  Lucca,   on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  in 
the  prefent  year,  and  appeared  to  be  a  propofal  addreiled  to 
the  fubje£ls  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  all 
foreign  princes  and  ftates.     In  this  paper,  the  Chevalier 
dc  St.  George,  having  mentioned  the  late  violations  of  the 
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freedom  of  eleSions  5  confpiracies  invented  to  give  a  colour 

to  new  oppreffions ;  infamous  informers ;  and  the  ftate  of 

i7»2»  profcrtption  in  which  he  fuppbfed  every  honeft  man  to 
be,  very  gravely  propofed,  that  if  King  George  would  re- 
linqui(h  to  him  the  throne  of  Great- Britain,  he  would, 
in  return,  beftow  upon  him  the  title  of  king  in  his  native 
dominions,  and  invite  all  other  ftates  to  confirm  it :  he 
likewife  prom i fed  to  leave  to  Kin^  George  hisfucceffion 
to  the  ^ritiih  ddixiinions  fecure,  whenever,  in  due  courfe, 
his  natural  right  fhould  ta]ce  place.  The  Lords  unani- 
tnoufly  refolved,  that  this  declaration  wa$  a  falfe,  infolent, 
^nd  traitorous  libel  -,  and  ordered  it  to  bQ  burned  at  the 
Koyal-Exchange.  The  Commons  concu^ired  in  thefe 
rpfolutions.  3oth  Houfes  joined  in  an  addrefs,  exprei&ng 
their  utmoft  afioni(hment  and  indignation  at  the  furpriiiog 
infolence  of  the  Pretenders  and.  affuring,  bis  Majefty, 
they  were  determined  to  fupport  his  title,  to  the  p'own 
wiih  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  Commons  prepared  a 
bill  for  raifing  one  hundred  thovifar|d  pounds  upon  the  real 
;ind  perfonal  eflates  of  all  papifts,  or  perfons  educated  in 
the  poplfli  religion,  towards  defraying  theexpenfes  oc- 
fafipned  by  the  late  rebellion  and  diforders.  This  bill, 
though  ilrenuoufly  oppofed  by  fome  moderate  members,  as 
^  fpecies  of  perfecution^  was  fent  up  to  the  Houfeof  Lorda» 
together  with  apotber,  obliging  all  perfons,  being  papifts, 
in  Scotland,  and  all  perfons  in  Great- Britain  refuting  and 
pegleding  to  take  the  oaths  appointed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
King's  perfon  and  government,  to  regifter  their  names  aad 
real  eftates«  Both  thefe  bills  pafled  through  the  Upper 
Hopfe  without  amendments,  and  received  the  royal  fan£lioii« 
§  XI.  Mr.  Layer  being  brought  to  his  tryal  at  the 
•  JCing's-Bench,  on  the  twenty-firfl  day  of  November, 
was  convi6"led  of  leaving  inlifted  men  for  the  Prctender-s 
fervice,  in  ordei*  to  flir  up  a  rebellion,  anifl  received  fen- 
fence  of  death.  He^was  reprieved  for  fpme  time,  and  ex- 
.fiDfiined  by  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  but 
be  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  difcover  the  particulars 
pf  the  copfpiracy,  fo  that  he  fuffered  death  at   Tyburp, 
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and  his  head  was  fixed  up  at  Temple-Bar.  Mr.  Pulteney, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that, 
from  the  examination  of  Layer  and  others,  a  defign  had  17%%, 
been  formed  by  perfons  of  figure  and  diftinSion  at  home» 
in  conjundion  with  traitors  abroad,  for  placing  the  Pre- 
tender on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms  :  that  their  firft  in- 
tention was  to  procure  a  body  of  foreign  troops  to  invade 
the  kingdom  at  the  time  of  the  late  eledions  ;  but  that 
the  confpirators  being  difappointed  in  this  expectation^ 
refolved  to  make  an  attempt  at  the  time  that  it  was  gene- 
rally believed  the  King  intended  to  go  to  Hanover,  by  the 
help  Qf  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  could  pafs  into  Eng- 
land unobferved,  from  abroad,  under  the  command  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  to  have  landed  in  the 
river  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for 
that  purt>ofe ;  at  which  time  the  Tower  was  to  have  beeiv 
feffed.  That  this  fcheme  being  alfo  defeated  by  the  vigi« 
l^nce  of  the  government,  they  deferred  their  enterprife. 
till  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp }  and,  in  the  mean  time^ 
employed  their  agents  to  corrupt  and  feduce  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  army:  that  it  appeared  from  fever  al 
letters  and  circumftances,  that  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  .Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  North 
and  Grey,  and  the  Biihop  of  Rochefter,  were  concerned 
in  this  confpiracy,  that  theh-  adling  agents  were  Chrifto- 
pher  Layer  and  John  Plunket,  who  travelled  together  to 
Rome;  Dennis  JCelly,  George  Kelly,  and  Thomasi 
Catte,  nonjuring  clergymen,  Neynoe,  the  Iri(h  prieft, 
who  by  this  time  was  drowned  in  th^  river  Thames,  in 
attempting  to  inake  his  efcapc  from  the  meilenger's  houfe^ 
Mrs'«  Spilman,  alias  Yallop,  and  John  Sample. 

§  XU.  This  pretended  confpiracy,  in  all  likelihood, 
extended  no  farther  than  the  firfl:  rudiments  of  a  defign 
that  was  never  digefted  into  any  regular  forn^ ;  otherwif? 
the  perfons  faid  to  be  concerned  in  it  muft  have  been  infa- 
tuated to  a  degree  of  frenay  :  for  they  were  charged  with 
having  made  application  to  the  Regent  of  France,  who 
was  well  knowp  to  be  intimately  connei^ed  with  the  King 

C  c  4  of 


l 


394  tttStO^Y    Of    ENGLAND. 

of  Great-Britaini  The  Houfe  of  CommoftS,  howevtf, 
refolved,  that  it  >^as  a  deteftabl^  and  hUrrid  confpifAty 
i^t%»  for  raifing  a  rebellion,  ftiCng  the  Tower  aftd  the  city  Crf 
Lohdon,  laying  violent  hhn^tA  upon  the  perfoAA  of  hU  itioft 
facted  Majefty  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  In  tftrrder  to  fiib* 
vert  our  prefent  happy  eftablifcrtient  ia  ehurch  aftd  fbtt, 
by  placing  a  poptfli  Pretender  upOn  the  throne !  that  it  WttJ 
formed  and  carried  on  by  per fons  t>f  figure  »nd  diftifl£liofi| 
and  their  agents  and  inftrtiments,  in  conjuti<ftion  with 
traitors  abroad.  Bills  were  brought  in^  and  pafied^  f^r 
infilling  pains  and  penalties  ftgainft  John  Piunkft  a/id 
George  Kelly ^  who  were  by  thdfe  afis  to  be  kept  in  cldfe 
cuftody^  during  his  Mftjeily's  pleafuf^,  in  any  prifoniA 
Great-Britain  ;  and  that  thty  (hould  lidt  utte^t  to  eftsape 
on  p&in  of  deMh,  to  be  inflided  upon  them  dnd  their  affift<- 
ants,  Mr.  Yonge  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  of  the  fame 
nature  againft  the  Biihop  of  Rochefter*  This  was  immedl*« 
ately  brought  into  the  Houfe,  though  Sir  William  Wynd* 
ham  affirmed  there  was  no  evidence  againft  him  but  con* 
jeftures  and  hearfays.  The  Bifliop  Wrote  a  letter  to  tha 
^frnfir  Speaker,  importing,  that  though  cOnfeious  of  his  own 
bcbiinPar.  ittttocence,  he  fhould  decline  giving  the  Houfe  Any  trou« 
Poiit.state.  IjJ^  ^^^^  jgy^  contenting  himfelf  With  the  opportunity  of 

making  his  defenfc  before  another,  of  Which  ha  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member.  Counfel  being  heard  forth* 
bill,  it  was  committed  to  a^rand  committee  on  the  fixth 
day  of  April,  when  the  majority  of  the  T<dry  m^mberd 
quitted  the  Houfev  It  was  then  moved,  that  the  Bifliop 
fhould  be  deprived  of  hrs  ofifke  and  benefice^  and  bdnifted 
the  kingdom  for  ever :  Mr*  Lawfon  and  M^.  O|^fethorpe 
fpoke^in  his  flavour.  :   ,     .. 

Aa.1745*  §  XIIL  The  bill  b^in grafted  and  ft«t  uf>  to  the  Lords, 
the  Bifhopwas  brought  to  his  trial  before  themon  thenitith 
of  May*  Himfelf  and  his  counfel  having  been  beard, 
the  Lords  proceeded  to  confider  the  articles  of  the  i>i)l  j 
when  they  read  it  a  third  time,  a  motion  was  made  to  pa(a 
It,  a^d  then  a  long  and  warm  debate  enfued.  EaflPaalet 
demonftrated  the  danger  and  injufiiceof  fwefYinginfuck 
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Ml  cttrioi^iilary  manner  ffom  the  fixed  rules  6f  evidence,    c  ha  p. 
The  Duke  of  WhartOn>  having  fummed  up  the  depofitionaf  ^_     -.  ^ 
Md  proved  the  infufEciendy  of  iheoii  concluded  with  fay*       1723. 
kigf  that  let  the  cohfequenccis  be  what  they  wouldi  he 
h6pcd  Aich  a  helliib  ftain  would  never  fully  the  luftre  and 
gl^y  of  that  illuftrious  Houfe^   as  to   condemn  a  man 
without  the  leaft  evidence.     Lord  Bathurft  fpoke  againft 
the  bUl  wkh  equal  ftrength  %nd  eloquence.     He  faid»  \( 
fuch  extraordinary  proceedings  Were  countenanced,  he  faw 
l^otbing  remaining  for  hirti  and  others  to  do,  but  to  retire 
to  their  country  houfes,  and  there,  if  poifible,    quietly 
€njoy  their  eflatei.  within  their  own  families,  fince  the 
leaft  ^correTpondence^  the  leaft  intercepted  letter,  might  be 
made  criminal.      He  obferved,  that.  Cardinal  Mazarin 
Rafted,  that  if  he  had   but  two  lines  of  any  man's 
t^riting,  he  could,  by  means  of  a  few  circumftances,  at-> 
tefted  by  witnefies^  deprive  him  of  his  life  at  his  pleafure^ 
Turning  to  the  bench  of  bifliops,  who  had  been  generally 
tinfavourable  to  Dr.  Atterbury,  he  faid  he  xouid  hardly 
Account  for  the  inveterate  hatred  and  malice  fome  perfons 
hett  the  learned  and  ingenious  Biihop  of  Rochefter,  unlefs 
they  were  Intoxicated  with  the  infatuation  of  fome  favage 
Indians)  who  believed  they  inherited  not  only  the  fpoils^ 
but  even  the  abilities  of  any  gr<sat  enemy  whom  they 
had  kilfed  In  battle.     The  bill  was  fupported  by  the  Duke 
,  cf  Argy le^  the  £arl  of  Seafield,  and  Lord  Lechmere,  which 
laft  was  anfwertiH)y  Earl  Cowper.    This  nobleman.  oIk» 
jterwd  that  the  ftroftgeft  argument  urged  in  behalf  of  thd 
bill  was  neceffity  ;   but  that,  for  his  part,  he  iaw  no  ne« 
Ceifity  that  could  juftify  fikth  ^arlipreocdefited  and  fuch 
dangerous  prOceedingb,  al  the  cohfpirttry  had  above  tWelvt 
months  before  been  happily  difctoveredV  and  the  elFefts  of 
it  prevented  rchat  befides  the  intrinfidc  weight  and  ftmigth 
t)f  the  gc^rerninent,  the  hands  of  thofe  at  the  helnl  had 
teen  ftill  further  fortified  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeai 
Corpus  a&,:aild  the  additional  troops  which  had  been 
raifed.    He  fatd  the  known  rules  of  evidence,  as  hud  dcwA 
at  firft,  an4  eftabUihed  by  the  law  of  the  land,  were  the 

birthright 
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^irtbright  of  every  (uhjcSt  in  the  nation,  and  ought  to  be 
conftantly  obferved,   not  only   in  the  inferior  courts  of 
1723*      judicature,  but  alfo  in  both  Houfes  of  parliament,  till 
altered  by  the  legiflature :  that  the  admitting  of  the  pie- 
carious  and  uncertain  evidence  of  the  clerks  of  the  poft- 
office  was  a  very  dangerous  precedent.    In  former  times 
(faid  he)  it  was  thought  very  grievous  that  in  capital  cafes 
a  man  fhould  be  afFe^ed  by    fimilitude  of  hands ;  but 
here  the  cafe  is  much  worfe,   fince  it  is  allowed  that  the 
clerks  of  the   poft-office  fhould  carry  the  fimilitude  of 
hands  four  months  in  their  mi^ids.     He.  applauded  the 
Bifliop's  noble  deportment,  in  decliningto  anfwer  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,   vt^hofe  proceedings^  in  this  un- 
precedented manner,  againft  a  lord  of  parliament,  was  fuch 
an  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  of  the  peerage,  that  if 
they  fubmitted  toit,  by  paffing  the  bill,  they  might  be  termed 
the  laft  of  Britiih  peers,  for  giving  up  their  ancient  prh«* 
nileges.     The  other  party  were  not  fo  follicitous  about  an- 
fwering  reafons,  as  eager  to  put  the  queftion,  when  the  bill 
paiTed,  and  a  proteft  was  entered.     By  this  b&  the  Bifhop 
was  deprived  of  all  offices,  benefices,  and  dignities,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  enjoying  any  for  the  future :  he  was 
banifhed  the  realm,  and  fubjedled  to  the  pains  of  death  ia 
czfe  he  fliould  return,  as  were  all  perfons  who  fhould  cor* 
laefpond  with   him  during  his  exile.  .  Dr.   Friend,  the 
celebrated  phyfician,  who  was  a  meniber  of  the  Houfe, 
and  had  exerted  himfelf  flrenupuily  in  behalf  of  the  Bi- 
fikop^  was  now  taken  into  cuflody,  on  fuipicion  of  treafon- 
able  pradices. 

.  .^  XIV.  The  next  ohyeSt  that  excited  the  refimtmentof 
the  Commons  was  thefcheme  of  a  lottery,  to  be  drawn  at 
Harburgh,  in  the  King's  German  dominions^  .  The  Houfe 
appointed  a. committee  to  enquire  into  this  and  other  lot- 
teries at  that  time  on  foot  in  London.  The  fcbeme  was 
publifbed,  on  pretenfe  of  raifing  a  fubfcription  for  main- 
taining a  trade  between  Great-Britain  and. the  King's 
territories  on  the  Elbe :  but  it  was  a  myflerious  fcene  of 
iniquity^  which  the  comouttee,  with  all  their  penetration^ 

could 
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could  not  fully  difcovcr.  They  reported,  however,  that  It  ^  ^  a  »• 
Was  an  infamous,  fraudulent  undertaking,  whereby  many  ^  _  1  ^ 
unwary  perfons  had  been  drawn  in,  to  their  great  lofs  :  i7s3« 
that  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  had  been  a  manifeft 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom :  that  the  managers 
and  agents  of  this  lottery  had,  without  any  authority  for 
fo  doing,  made  ufe  of  his  Majefty's  royal  name,  thereby 
to  give  countenance  to  the  infamous  projed,  and  induce 
his  Majefty's  fubjefts  to  engage  or  be  concerned  therein.. 
A  bill  was  brought  in  to  fupprefs  this  lottery ;  and  to 
oblige  the  managers  of  it  to  make  reftitutioh  of  the  money 
they  had  received  from  the  contributors.  At  the  fame 
time  the  Houfe  refolved.  That  John  Lord  Vifcotfilt  Bar- 
rington  had  been  notorioufly  guilty  of  promotilig,  abet- 
ting, and  carrying  on  that  fraudulent  undertaking  ;  for 
which  offenfe  he  ihould  be  expelled  the  Houfe*  The 
court  of  Vienna  having  ereded  an  £aft- India  company  at 
Oftend,  upon  a  fcheme  formed  by  one  Colebrook,'ani 
Englifli  merchant^  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould  reprefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  great  detriment  which  the  Englifli 
EaftJndia  company  had  already  received,  and  were  likely 
further  to  fuftain,  by  this  Oftend  company.  The  HoUb 
immediately  refolved.  That  for  the  fubjec^s  of  this  king^ 
dom  to  fubfcribe, .  or  be  concerned  in  encouraging*  any 
fubfcrlption,  to  promote  an  Eaft^India  company  now 
.  erefling  in  the  Auflrian  Netherlands,  was  a  h^h  crime 
and  mifdemeanour  ;  and  a  law  was.enaded  for  preventing  ' 
Britifh  fubjeds  from  engaging  in  that  enterprife.  By  an- 
other zA  relating  to  the  South-Sea  company,  thetvi^ 
millions  of  iiock  which  had  been  annihilated  were  revived, 
added  to  the  capital,  and  divided  among  the  proprietors. 
A  third  law  paflTed,  for  the  more  effedual  execution  of 
juftice  in  a  part  of  South wark,  called  the  Mint,:  where  a 
great  number  of  debtors  had  taken  fan£luary,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  it  was  a  privileged  place.  On  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  A^ay  the  feffion  was  clofed,  with  a  fpeech 
(hat  breathed  nothing  but  panegyrick,  acknowledgement, 

and 
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.4ik1  tfe£lk)n  to  a  parliament  Which  bad  tomplied  willbaH 
his  Majfefty's  wifbes.  : 

.    .§:XV.  HisMajefty,  having  entiohlefd  the  fon  of  Mr. 
Kobert  Walpole,  in  confideration  of  the  fathev's  fervices^ 
made  a  good  number  of  church  proinotioKils*     He  a^itted 
ibe  impt'ifoned   lords  and  gelktkmejDi  to  bail  ^  granted  a 
pardoh  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  i  and  ordered  the  BiArop  df 
Rochtfter  to  be  conveyed  to  the  continent*     Then  be 
himlfelf  ^.out  for  Hanover^  leaving  the  adminiftration  of 
bil  kingdoms   in  the  hands  of  a  regency,  Lord  Harcourt 
being  Qtie  of  the  juftices.    The  King  was  attended  by  the 
^W0  feeiet3CrieS|  Lords  Townfliend  and  Carteret,  who  were 
eo^^nted  able  negoctafors.     The  aiFairs  of  the  continent 
hiMl .begun  to  take  anew  turn.    /The  interefts  and  con- 
nexions of  the  different  princes  wore  become  perplexed  and 
embarraCed;  and  King  Geerge  refolved  to  unravel  them 
by  dint  of  negotiation.     Underftanding  that  a  treaty  was 
on  the  cai'pet  between  the  Czar  and  the  King  of  Sweden, 
fjMTourable  to  the  Duke  of  HolflSein^s  pretentions  to  Slef- 
wick'^  tbd  pofi^on  of  which  the  Eledor  of  Hanover  had 
guaranteed  to*  Denmark,  his  Majefty  began  to  be  in  pain 
jTor  Bremen  and  Verden»    The  Regent  of  France  and  the 
King  of  Spain  had  now  compromifed  all  differences  j  and 
their  reconciliation  was  cemented  by  a  double  marriage 
between  Philip's  ibns  and  the  Rsgent's  daughters.     The 
-Ibtfner  propofed  new  treaties, to  England;  but  infifted 
upon  the  reffttiutioi|  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahohy  as  well 
9&.  ap6n  the  Iting's  openly  declaring  againft  the   Ofieod 
(<;i>ynpany.     His  firitannicktMajefty  was  apptehenfive,  that 
.fliQuld.  the. /Emperor  be  hard  preiTed  on  that  fubjed,  he 
iikight|;oiti  th^  Cear  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  promote 
their  defigns  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Holftein«    On  the 
jotfaerh^lid,  all  th#  Italian,  powers  exclaimed  againft  the 
treaty  of  London,    The  Pope  had  protefted  againft  any 
thing  that  might  have  been  decided  at  Cambray  to  the 
.pixjildke  of  bis  right.     Memorials  to  the  fame  efted  had 
be«i  pireibited  by  the  King  of  Sardinia^  the  Dukes  of 
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Tufcany,  Parauu-^nd  Modcna,    France  and  Spain  were    chap. 
inclined  tP  fupport  thefe  potentates  ^againft  the  houfe  of  ,     ^^*    ^ 
Auftria.    Europe  feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  new  war,     '  ^j^^ 
King  Qeorge  w^s  entangled  in  fuch  a  variety  of  trea^e^ 
aiid  interefts,  that  he  knew  not  well  how  to   extricate 
himfelf  from   the  troublefome  engagements  he  had  Qon*f 
tra£ted«     By  declaring  for  the  Emperor,  he  muft  have 
countenanced  the  new  eftablifhment  atOftend,  which  wj($ 
fo  prejudicial  to  his  Britifh  fybje£ts,  and  incurred  the  fie^ 
fentment  of  France,  Spain,  and  their  allies  of  Italy.     Jm 
renouncing  the  intereft  of  the  Emperor,  he  would  h^ve 
expoled  his  GercisMi  dominions.     In  vain  he  exhorted  this 
Emperor  (o  reJaic   in  his  difputes  wi^h  Spain,  an^  givjs 
'  up  the  Oftend  company,  which  was  fo  detrimental  and 
^agreeable  to  iiis   faithful    allies:  the  court  of  Vienna 
promifed  in  general  to  obferve  the  treaties  which  it  had 
concluded ;  but  declined  entering  into  any  particular  dif- 
cuffion^  fo   that  all  his  Majefty's   endeavours  ifiu^d  in 
contracting  clofer  connexions  wixh  Pruilia  and  penmaiic* 
All  thofe  negociations  carried  on,  all  thofe  treaties  cont- 
cluded  by  King  George  with  almoft  every  prince  and 
fiate  in  Chriftendom,  which  fucceeded  one  another  fo  faft, 
and  appear^  at  firft  view,  fo  intricate  and  unaccountable^ 
were   founded    upon  two  fimple  and  natural  principles, 
namely,  the  defire  of  afcertaining   his   acqqifitions    as 
Elector  (>{  Hanover,  and    his  reiblution  to  fecure  himielf 
^Igainft  the  4ifafFe£lioo  of  his  Britifh  fubje<^s,  as  well  as 
the  efforts  of  the  P;rejtender. 

§  XVI,  Great-Brifain  at  this  period  enjoyed  profound 

tranquillity.     Ireland   was   a  little  ru^ed  by  an  incident   ' 

which  feejntled  to  have  been  mifreprefented,  to  the  people  of 

that  ki;rigdom.     William  Wood  had  obtained  a  patent 

for  furnilhing  Ireland  with  copper  currency,   in  which  it 

wa^s  deficient.     A  great  clamour  was  raifed  againft  this 

coin.    The  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  which  met  m 

September,  refolvcd,  That  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 

revenue,  deftrufiive  of  trade,   and  of  dangerous  cpnfe- 

quence  to  the  rights  of  the  fubjefl: :  that  the  patent  h^d 

been 
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been  obtained  by  mifreprefentation :  that  the  halfpence 
wanted  weight :  that,  even  if  the  terms  of  the  patent  had 
^7^V  ^^^  complied  with,  there  would  have  been  a  great  lofs  to 
the  nation  :  that  granting  the  power  of  coinage  to  a  pri- 
vate perfon  had  ever  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  king- 
dom, and  would  at  all  times  be  of  dangerous  confequence. 
Addrefles  from  both  Houfes  were  prefented  to  the  King 
on  this  fubjeft.  The  afFair  was  referred  to  the  lords  of 
the  privy»council  of  England.  They  juftified  thecondu£l 
of  the  patentee,  upon  the  report  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  and 
other  officers  of  the  Mint,  who  had  made  the  aflay  slnd 
trial  of  Wood's  halfpence,  and  found  he  had  complied 
with  the  terms  of  the  patent.  They  declared  that  this 
currency  exceeded  in  goodnefs,  finenefs,  and  value  of 
metal,  all  the  copper  money  which  had  been  coined  for 
Ireland,  in  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  II.  King  James  If. 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary.  The  privy-council 
likewife  demonftrated^  that  his  Majefty's  predeceflbrs  had 
always  exercifed  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  granting 
patents  for  copper  coinage  in  Ireland  to  private  perfons  : 
that  none  of  thefe  patents  had  been  fo  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom  as  this  granted  to  William  Wood,  who  had  not 
obtained  it  in  an  unprecedented  manner,  but  after  a  re- 
ference to  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General,  and  after 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had  been  confulted  in  every  particular: 
finally,  they  proved,  by  a  great  number  of  witnefTes,  that 
there  was  a  real  want  of  fuch  money  in  Ireland.  Notwith- 
(landing  this  deciflon,  the  ferment  of  the  Irifh  nation  was 
induftrioufly  kept  up  by  clamour,  pamphlets,  papers,  and 
lampoons,  written  by  Dean  Swift,  and  other  authours  ; 
fo  that  Wood  voluntarily  reduced  his  coinage  from  the 
value  of  one  hundred  thoufand  to  that  of  forty  thoufand 
pounds.  Thus  the  noife  was  filenced.  The  Commons 
of  Ireland  pafTed  an  z&  for  accepting  the  affirmation  of 
the  Quakers  inftead  of  an  oath ;  and  voted  three  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds  towards  difcharging  the  debt 
of  the  nation,  which  amounted  to  about  double  that 
fund. 

§  XVIL 
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§  XVII.  In  the  month  of  Oaober,  England  loft  a 
worthy  nobleman  in  the  death  of  Earl  Cowper,  who  had 
twice  difcharged  the  office  of  lord-chancellor,  with  equal  xyaj* 
difcernment  and  integrity.  He  was  profoundly  fkilled  in 
the  laws  of  his  country  ;  in  his  apprehenfion  quick  and 
penetrating ;  in  his  judgement  clear  and  determinate.  He 
poflefled  a  manly  eloquence  :  his  manner  was  agreeable, 
and  his  deportment  graceful.  This  year  was  like  wife 
remarkable  for  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent 
of  France,  who,  fince  the  deceafe  of  Lewis  XIV.  had 
ruled  that  nation  with  the  moft  abfolute  authority.  He 
was  a  prince  of  tafte  and  (pirit,  endowed  with  fhining 
talent^  for  empire,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  difplay,  even 
in  the  midft  of  effeminate  purfuits  and  idle  debauchery. 
From  the  infirm  conftitution  of  the  infant  king,  he  had 
conceived  hopes  of  afcending  the  throne,  and  taken  his 
meafures  accordingly:  but  the  young  monarch's  health 
began  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  all  the  Duke's  fchemes  were 
defeated  by  an  apoplexy,  of  .which  he  died,  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  his  age,  after  having  nominated  the  Duke  of  Bour- 
bon as  prime-minifter.  King  George  immediately  received 
affurances  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the  French  court,  to 
cultivate  and  even  improve  the  good  underftanding  fo  hap- 
pily eftablifhed  between  France  and  Great-Britain.  The 
King  arrived  in  England  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  De- 
cember ;  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  January  the  parliament, 
was  affembled.  Hi^  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech,  recommended 
to  the  Comnions  the  care  of  the  j^ublick  debts  ;  and  he  ' 
exprefled  his  fatisfadion  at  feeing  the  finking  fund  im« 
proved  and  augmented,  fo  as  to  put  the  debt  of  the  nation 
into  a  method  of  being  fpeedily  and  gradually  difcharged. 

§  XVIII.  This  was  the  repeated  theory  of  patriotifm, 
which  unhappily  for  the  fubjefts  was  never  reduced  to 
pra6^ice :  not  but  that  a  beginning  of  fuch  a  laudable 
work  was  made  in  this  very  felBon,  by  an  adl  for  lefiening 
the  publick  debts.  This  law  provided,  that  the  annuities 
at  five  per  cent,  charged  on  the  general  fund  by  a  former 
aft,  except  fuch  as  had  been  fubfcribed  into  the  South-Sea, 
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together  with,  the  upfubfcribed  blanks  of  the  lottery  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feveii  hundred  and  fourteen,  ibould  b^ 
*7ii-      paid  off  at  Lady-Day  of  the  year  next  enfuing,  with  the 
money  arifing  from  the  flipking  fund.     The  miniftry, 
however)  did  not  perfevere  in  this  path  of  prudent  ccconomyf 
The  Commons  granted  all  the  fuppHcs  that  were  de- 
manded*   They  vpted  ten  thoufand  feamen ;    and  the 
majority,  though  not  without  violent  oppoijtion,  agreed 
to  maintain  four  thoufand  additional  troops^  which  had 
been  raifed  in  the   preceding  year;   fo.  that  the  eftablifl)- 
ment  of  the  land  force;  amounted  to  eighteen  thpu^d 
Oldmizon*    two  hundred   and  fixty-four.     The  expenfe  of  the  year 
H-H^R^'*   was  defrayed  by  a  land-tax  and  malt-tax.     The  Com- 
Annals  of    mons,  having  defpatched  the  fupply,  took  into  con fideration 
M*^^ft    ^  grievance  arifing  from  protections  granted  by  foreign 
Tindal.     '  minifters,  peers,  and  members  of  parliament,  under  which 
profligate  perfons  ufed  to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  juft  creditors.     The  Commons  refolved, 
Thj^t  all  proteftions  granted  by  members  of  that  Houfc 
fhould   be  declared  void,   and  immediately  withdrawn. 
The  Lords  made  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe,  with 
an  exception  of  menial  fervants,  and  thofe  necefiarily  em- 
ployed about  the  eftates  of  peers*.'    On  the  twenty- fourth 
An.  i7a4«    day  of  April,  his  Majefty  clofed    the  feOion  in  the  ufual 
manner;  made  fome  alterations  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
great  oifices  of  ftate,  and  fent  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  as 
ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  France. 

§  XIX 

•  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  now  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  lord-cham)>erlain  ;  and  Lord  Carteret,  lord- lieutenant  o^ 
JrelAnd. 

The  King  inftitutcd  a  pcofeflotiup  for  the  moflero  lanj^us^  in  each 
univerfity. 

in  the  month  of  May  died  Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor- 
iama,  who  had  been  a  munificeAt  patron  of  genius  and  literature  j  and  c*m« 
plated  a  very  valuable  colle^ida  of  manufcripts. 

The  prance  of  inoculation  for  the  iinall-pox  was  by  this  ticoe  intKO?. 
Auced  into  England  from  Turkey.  Puoce  Frederick,  the  two  Princefle* 
Jkmelia  and  Carolina,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  his  fifter,  with  many  other 
pcdbns  of  diftindion,  underwent  this  operation  with  fuccefs. 

Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  died  in  June,  after  having  bc^u^af^od  five  hnn^fiq^ 
pgwids  to  the  late  Biibop  of  Rochefter. 
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§  XIX.  In'thc  beginning  of  this  year,  Philip  King  of    CHAP. 
Spain,  retiring  with  his  queen  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  llde- 
fonfo,  fent  the  Marquis  of  Grimaldi,his  principal  fecretary       1724 
of  ftate,  to  his  fon,   Louis  Prince  of  Afturias,  with  a 
folemn  renunciation  of  the  crown,  and  a  letter  of  advice, 
in   which  he  exhorted  him  to  cultivate  the  BleiTed  Virgin 
with  the  warmeft  devotion  ;  and  put  himfelf  and  His  king- 
doms under  her  prote<3ion.  The  renunciation  was  publiQied 
through  the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain  ;  and  the  council 
of  Caltile  refolved.  That  Louis  might  afTume  the  reins  of 
government  without  aiiemblingthecortez.     The  Engliih 
minifter  at  Paris  was  inftrufted  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of 
the  French  proteftants,   againft  whom  a  fevere  edifl*  bad 
been  lately  publiihed ;  but  his  remonftrances  produced  no 
cfFed.     England,  in  the  mean  time,  was  quite  barren  of 
fuch  events  as  deferve  a  place  in  hiftory.     The  govern- 
ment was  now  firmly  eftaUiflied  on  the  neck  of  oppo« 
iition  ;   and  commerce  flourifhed  even  under  the  load  of 
grievous  impofition. 

§  XX.  The  next  parliament,  which  met  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,   feemed   to  be  aflembled  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  eftablilhing  funds  for  the  expenfe  of 
th»  enfuing  year:  yet  the  fefiion  was  diftinguifhed  by  a 
remarkable   incident;  namely,  the  trial   of  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  lord- chancellor  of  England.  This  nobleman 
had   connived  at  certain  venal  praflices  touching  the  fale 
of  places,    and   the  money  of  fuitors  depofited  with  the 
matters  of  Chancery,  fo  as  to  incur  the  general  reproach  of 
the  nation.     He  found  it  neceflary  to  refign  the  great-feal 
in  the  beginning  of  January.     On  the  ninth  day  of  the 
enfuing  month,  the  King  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Commons, 
importing   that  his  Majefty,   having  reafon  to  apprenend 
that  the  fuitors  in  the  court  of  Chancery  were  in  danger 
of  lofing  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  from  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  fome  of  the  mafters,  thought  himfelf  obliged  in 
juftice  and  compaiSon  to  the  faid  fufFerers  to  take  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  proper  method  the  law  would  allow,  for  en- 
quiring into  the  ftatc  of  the  matters'  accounts,  and  fecuring 
Vol.  II.  D  d  their 
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BOOK  their  efFefts  for  the  benefit  of  the  ijuitors ;  and  hi$  Majefty 
having  had  feveral  reports  laid  before  bin),  in  purfuance 
i7i4.  7  of  the  dire«Slions  he  had  given,  had  ordered  the  reports  to 
be  commufticate(}  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  might  have  as 
full  and  as  perfeft  a  view  of  this  important  affair  as  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  time,  and  the  circumftances  and  nature  of 
the  proceedings/ would  admit. 

§  XXI.  Thefe  papers  being  taken  into  confideration. 
Sir  George  Oxenden  obferved,  that  enormous  abufes  had 
crept  into  the  high  court  of  Chancery  :  that  the  crimes 
and  mifdemeanours  of  the  late  Lord-Chancellor  were  many 
and  various,  but  might  be  reduced  to  the  following  heads  : 
that  he  had  embezzled  the  eftates  and  effects  of  many 
widows,  orphans,  and  lunaticks  :  that  he  had  raifed  the 
offices  of  matters  in  Chancery  to  an  exorbitant  price ; 
trufting  in  their  hands  large  fums  of  money  belonging  to 
fuitors,  that  they  might  be  enabled  tp  comply,  with  his 
exorbitant  demands  \  and  that  in  feveral  cafes  he  had  made 
divers  irregular  orders.  He,  therefore,  moved,  That.Tho- 
l)ia^  Earl  of  Macclesfield  (hould  be  impeached  of  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours.,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved,  .That 
this .  affair  might  be  left  to  the  confideration  of  a  felefi 
Annai«.  committee.  Sir  William  Wyndham  afferted,  that  in  pro- 
l^erii.  Hift.  needing  by  way  of  impeachment  upon  reports  fr6m  above, 
TiQdai.  they  would  make  a  dangerous  p1*ecedent  j  and  feem  to  give 
iip' the  raoft  valuable  of  their  privileges,  the  inqueft  after 
ftate  criminals.  The  queftion  being  put,'  it  was  carried 
for  the  impeachment.  The  Earl  was  accordingly  im- 
peached at  the  b^ir  of  the  Upper  Houfe  :  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  articles  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to 
indemnify  the  mafters  in^'hancery  from  the  penalties  of 
jhe  law>  upon  difcpvering  what  confiderations  they  bad 
paid  for  their  admiilion  to  their  r.efpe<3ive  offices.  The 
An.  J725.  ^fi^l  lafted  twenty  days ;  the  Earl  was  <:onvi<Sed  of  fraudu-r 
lent  praSIces  J  and  condemned  in  ,a  fin^  of  thirty  thoa- 
fand  pounds,  >vith  imprifonment  until  that  (um  ihould  be 
paid.  He  was  immediately  committed  to  the  Tower, 
where  he  continued  abput  fi;^  weeks  \  b^t  upon  producing 
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{dK  money  he  was  difcharged  ;  and  Sir  Peter -^King,  now  CHAP, 
created  Bafon  of  Oakham^  fucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  ^  /  _f 
chancellor.  J7^5- 

§  XXII  His  Majefty,  on  the  eighj^h  day  of  Aprij,  gav^  ^  ^ 
tbe  Houfe  of  Commons  to  underftand,  that  having  beea 
^ng^gcd  in  fome  extraordinary  expenfes^  he  hoped  he 
Ihovld  be  enabled  to  raife  a  fum  of  money,  by  making  uftp 
o{  the  funds  lately  eftablifhed  for  the  payment  of  the  civil- 
lift  annuities,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  debts  cpntraded  in 
his  civil  government.  .  Mr.;  Pulteney,  cofferer  of  the  houfe- 
hold,  moved  for  an  addrefs.  That  an  account  ihould  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  all  monies  paid  for  fecret-fervice, 
penfions,  and  bounties,  from  the  tvirenty-iifth  da^  of  . 
March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  one^ 
to  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame  month  in  the  prefent 
year.  This  addrefs  being  voted,  a  motion  was  made  to  con- 
fider  the  King^s  mefTage.  Mr.  Pulteney  urged,  that  this 
confideration  fhould  be  poftponed  until  the  Houfe  ihould 
have  exaniined  the  papers  that  were  the  fubje£t  of  the 
addreis.  He  ^exprefled  his  £urprife  that  a  debt  amounting 
to  above  fiv£  hundred  ^hqufand  pounds  fhould  be  con- 
tracted in  three  y^ears :  he  faid  he  did  not  wonder  that 
fome  per/ons  {hould  be  fo  eager  to  make  good  the  defi*- 
cienciesof  the  civil-lift,  fince  they  and  their  friends  en- 
joyed fuch  a  fhare  of  that  revenue;  and  he  defired  to 
know.,  whether  this  was  all  that  was  due,  or  whether 
they  ihould  expeft  another  reckoning  ?  This  gentlemaa 
began  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry  ; 
and  his  farcafms  were  aimed, at  Mr.  Walpole,  who  under- 
took to  anfwer  his  objedtions.  The  Commons  took  the 
meiTage  into  confideration^  and  paiTed  a  bill,  enabling  his 
Majefty  to  raife  any  fum,  not  exceeding  one  million,  by 
Exchequer-  bills,  loans,  or  otherwife,  on  the  credit  of  the 
dedudions  of  fix-pence  per  pound,  directed  by  an  ad  of 
parliament  of  the  feventh  year  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the 
(:ivil-lift  revenues,  at  an  intereft  not  exceeding  three  pounds 
per  cent,  till  repayment  of  the  principal. 
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§XXIII.  On   the  twentieth  day  of  April,  a  petition 
was  prefeuted  to   the  Hoafe  by  Lord  Finch,   in  behalf  of 
^7^5.^  Henry   St.    John,  late   Vifcount  Bolingbroke,    praying 
that  the  execution  of  the  law  with  refpe<a  to  his  forfeit- 
ures might  be  fufpended,  as  a  pardon  had  fufpehded  it  with 
refpc<a  to  his  life.     Mr.  WaipoTe  figliified   to  the  Houfe, 
by  his  Majefty's  commahd,  that  feven  years  befdfc,    the 
petitioner  had  made  his  bumble  application  and  fubmiflion 
to  the  King,  with  aflurances  of  duty,  allegiance,  and' 
fidelity :  that  from  his  behaviour  fince  that  tim^,   his  Ma« 
jefty  was  convinced  of  his  being  a  fit  objeft  of  his  mercy  5 
and  confentcd  to  his  petitioning  the  Houfe.     The  petition 
being  read,  Mr.  WMpole  declared  himfelf  folly  fatisfied, 
that  the  petitioner  had  fufiiciently  atoned  for  his  pi&fl: 
oiFtnfes ;  and  therefore  deferved  the  favour  of  that  Houfe, 
fo  far  as  to  enable  him  tociijoy  the  family,  inheritance  that 
was  fettled  upon  him,  which  he  could  not  do  by  virtue  of 
his  Majefty*s  pardon,  without  an  aft  of  parliament.     Lord 
Finch  moved.   That  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  for  this 
purpofe,    and  was  warmly  oppofed   by  Mr.  Methuen, 
comptroller  of  the  houfehold,   who  rcprefented  Boling- 
broke as  a  monfter  of  iniquity.     His  remonftrance  was 
fupported  by  Lord '  William  Paulet  and   Mr,  Onflow : 
neverthelefs,  the  bill  was  prepared,  paflcd   through  both 
Houfes,  and  received  the  royal  aflent.     An  zA  being  paiTed 
for  difarming  the  Highlanders   of  Scot^nd ;  another  for 
regulating  eleftions  within  the  city  of  Londbii ;  a  third  for 
reducing  the  int^reft  of  feveral  Bank  annuities,   together 
with  fome  bills  of  a  private  nature,   th^  parliament  was 
prorogued  in  May,  after  the  King  had,   in   the  warmeff 
term$  of  acknowledgement*,  expreffed  bis  approbation  of 

their 

•  On  the  fifth  day  of  December  the  Princefs  'of  Wales  was  dclhrercd  of  4 
prificefs,  chriflene4  by  the  name  of  Lfniifa,  ahd  -aflierwards  married  to  th« 
ICing  pf  Denmark.  3he  died  pecejnbe€  the  nii)e(centh|,one  thoufaod  feveii 
hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Immediately  after  the  feflioh  of  parliament  the  King  revived  the  order  of 
the  Bath,  thirty-eight  in  number;  including  the  fovereign. 

William  ^ateman  was  created  Baron  of  Calmore  in  Ireland,  and  Vifcount 
Bateman ;  ai;id  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  had  been  one  of  the  revlve4 
Icni^hts  of  the  Bath,  vf^%  now  hoapurcd  with  the  ordfr  of  the  Garjcr, 
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tlheir  condUiSl.  Then  he  appointed  lords-juftices  to  go-  <^HAp* 
Vern  thcnation  in  his  abfence  i^aod  fat  out  in  June  for  his  \_^^^^_§ 
German  dominions.  i7W« 

§  XXIV.  The  tide  of  political   intcrefts  on  the  conti- 
nent had  begun  to  flow  in  a  new  channel,  fo  as  to  render 
inefFe£i:ual  the  mounds  which  his  Britannick   Majefty  had 
raifed    by  his  mulciplicity  of  negociations.     Louis,   the 
Spaniih   monarch,  dying;  foon  ^fcer  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  his  father  Philip  refumed  the  crown  which  he  had 
refigned  i  and  gave  himfelf  up  implicitly  to   the   condudt 
of  his  queen,  who   was  a  p.rincefs  of  indefatigable  in- 
trigue  and  infatiate   ambition.     The  Infanta,    who   had 
been  married  to  Louis  XV.   of  France,  was  fo  difagree- 
able  to  her  hufband,  that  the  whole  French  nation  began 
to  be  apprehenfive  of  a  civil  war,   in   confequence  of  his 
dying  without  male  iflue  :  he,  therefore,  determined,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  to  fend  back  the  Infanta,  as  the 
nuptials  had  not  been  confuipn^ated  ;  and  fhe  was  attended 
to  Madrid  by,  the  Marquis  ,de  Monteleone.     The  Queen 
of  Spain  refented  this  infult  offered  tQ  her  daughter;   and, 
in  revenge,  difmiffed  Mademoifelle  de  Beaujojois,   one  of 
the  Regent's  daughters,  who  had  been  betrothed  to  her 
fon  Don  Carlos.     As  the  congrefs  at  Cambray  had  proved 
Ineffectual,  (he  offered  to  adjuft  her  differences  with. the 
Emperor,  under  the  fole  mediation    of    Great-Britain. 
This  was  an  honour  which  King  George '  declined.     He 
was  averfe  to  any  undertaking   that  might  interrupt  the 
harmony  fubfifting  between  him  and   the  court  of   Ver- 
failles  J  and  he  had   taken  umbrage  at  the  Emperor's  re- 
fufing  to  grant   the  inveftiture  of  Bremen   and   Verden* 
except  upon  terms  which  he  did  not  choofe  to  embrace. 
The  peace  between  the   courts  of  Vienna  and    Madrid,, 
which  he  refufed  to  mediate,  was  cffefled   by  a  private 
negociation,  under   the  management  of  the  Du^ce  de  Rip-> 
perda,  a  native  of  the  States-General,  who  had  renoun-. 
ced.the  proteftant  religion,  and  entered  into  the  fervice  ot 
his  Catholick  Majefty.     By  two  treaties,  figned  at  Vienna 
in  the  month  of  April,  the  Emperor  acknowledged  Philip 
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as  Iting  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  promifing  that  ifs^ 
would  not  moleft  him  in  the  pofleffion  of  thofe  dominion^ 
iy^S'  that  were  fecured  to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. '  Philiji 
renounced  all  pretentions  to  the  dominions  in  Italy  and  the 
Netherlands,  'adjudged  to  the  Emperof  by  the  treaty  of 
London  :  Chstrlefs  granted  the  inveiliture  of  the  dukedoms 
of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placentia  to  thef  eldeft  fon  of 
the  Queen  of  Spain,  m  default  of  heirs  in  the  prefent 
pofTefTors,  as  m'afculine  fiefs  of  the  empii'e.  Spain  became 
guarantee  of  the  Auftrian  fucceffion,  according  to  the 
pragmatick  fan£bidn,  by  ^hich  the  dominions  of  that 
fioufe  were  fettled  on  the  Emperor's  heirs  general,  and  de- 
clared to  be  a  perpetual,  indivifible,  and  irifeparabk  feoff- 
ment to  the  primogeniture.  By  the  commercial  treaty  of 
Vienna,  the  Auftrian  fubjefls  were  entitled  to  advantages 
in  trade  with  Spain,  which  no  other  nation  enjoyed.  Hisf 
Catholick  Majefty  guaranteed  thd  Oftend  Eaft-India  com- 
pany.; ind  agreed  to  pay  an  annual  fubfidy  of  JFour  mil- 
lions of  piaftre's  to  the  Emperor.  Great  fums  weretc- 
mitted  to  Vienna :  the  Imperial  forces  were  augmented 
to  a  formidable  number ;  and  other  powers  were  follicited 
to  engage  in  this  alliance,  to  which  the  court  of  Peterfburgh 
a£tually  acceded. 

§XXV.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  took  the  alarm. 
The  Emperor  and  he  had  for  fome  time  treated  each  other 
with  manifeft  coldnefs.  He  had  reafon  to  fear  fome  at- 
tempt upon  his  German  dominions  ;  and  projefied  ade- 
ferifive  treaty  with  France  and  Pruffia.  This  alliance, 
limited  to  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  was  negociated  and 
concluded  at  Hanover,  in  the  month  of  September.  It 
implied  a  mutual  guarantee  of  the  dominions  pofTeffed  by 
the  contrafting  parties,  their  rights  and  privileges,  thofe 
.  of  commerce  in  particular,  and  an  engagement  to  procure 
fatisfaftion  to  the  proteftants  of  Thorn,  who  had  lately 
been  opprefTed  by  the  Catholicks,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
Oliva.  The  King  having  take:n  thefe  precautions  at 
Hanover,  fet  out  on  his  return  for  England ;  embarked 
at  Helvoetfluys  in  the  ipiddle  of  December  5  and   after 
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hiving  been  expofed  to  the  fury  of  a  dreadful  ftorm,  was     CHAP, 
landed  with  great  difficulty  at  Rye,  from  whence  he  pro-  '    ^ 

ceeded  by  land  to  London.     The  parliament  meeting  on        1725. 
the  twentieth   day  of  the  next  month,  he  gave  them  to 
underftand^    that  the  diftreiTed  condition  of  fome  of  their 
proteftant  brethren  abroad,  and   the  negociations  an(|  en- 
gagements contra£ted  by  fome  foreign  powers,  which  feemed 
to  have  laid   the  foundation  of  new  troubles  and  diftur- 
bances  in  Europe,  and  to  threaten   his  fubjedls  with  the 
lofs  of  feveral  of  the  moft  advantageous  branches  of  their 
trade,  had  obliged  him  to  concert  with  other  powers  fuchr 
meafures  as  might  give  a  check  to  the  ambitious  views  of 
thofe  who  were  endeavouring  to  render  themfelves  formi- 
dable; and  put  a  flop  to  the  further  progrefs  of  fuch  dan- 
gerous defigns.     He  told  them,   that  the  enemies  of  his 
government  were  already  very  bufy,   by  their  inftruhients 
and  emiflaries  in  thofe  courts  whofe  meafures  feemed  moft 
to  favour  their  purpofes,  in  foUiciting  and  promoting  tht 
caufe  of  the  Pretender.     One  fees,  at  firftfight^  that  the 
interefts  of  Germany  diflated  the  treaty  of  Hanover ;  but^ 
in  order  to  fecure  the  approbation  of  Great^Britain,  upon 
which  the  fuppiort  of  this  alliance  chiefly  depended,    it  was 
judged  neceflary  to  infert  the  articles  relating  to  commerce 
and  the  proteftant  religion,  as  if  the  engagement  had  been 
contrafted  purely  for  the  advantage  and  glory  of  England. 
In  a  word,  the  miniftry  began   now  to  ring  the  changes 
upon  a  few  words  that  have  been  repeated  ever  fince,  like 
cabaliftical  founds,  by  which  the  nation  has  been  enchanted 
into  a  very  dangerous  connexion  with  the  concerns  of  the 
continent.      They   harangued,    thoy  infifted    upon    the 
machinations  of  thcdifaffefted,   the  defigns  of  a  popifli 
pretender,    the    proteftant  Intel-eft,  and   the  balance  of 
power,  until  thefe  cxpreffions  became  abfolutely  terms  of  ' 
ridicule  with  every  perfon  of  common  fenfe  and  reflexion. 
The  people  were  told,  that  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
Spain,  exclufive    of  the  publick   treaties    concluded    at 
Vienna,  had  entered  into  private  engagements,  importing, 
that  the  Imperialifts  fliould  join  the  Spaniards  in  recovering 
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Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  by  force  of  arms,  in  cafe  the 
King  of  England  (hould  refufe  to  reftore  them  amicably^ 
1725.  according  to  a  folemn  proniife  he  had  made :  that  a  double 
marriage  fhould  take  place  between  the  two  Infants  of 
Spain,  and  the  two  ArchduchefTes  of  Auftria ;  and  that 
means  fhould  be  taken  to  place  the  Pretender  on  the  throne 
ofGreat-Britain. 

§  XXVI.  When  the  treaties *of  Vienna  and  Hanover 
fell  under  confideration  of  tbeHoufe  of  Commons,  Horatio 
Walpole,  afterwards  termed,  in  derifion,  **  the  balance- 
<*  mafter,"  opened  the  debate  with  a  long,  unanimated 
oration,  giving  a  detail  of  the  affair^  of  Europe  fince  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  He  enumerated  the  barrier-treaty,  the 
convention  for  execttting  that  treaty,  the  defenfive  alliance 
with  the  Emperor,>the other  with  the  Moft  Chriftian  King 
and  the  States-General,  another  convention,  the  quadruple 
alliance,  the  congrefs  at  Cambray,  the  treaty  of  Hanover, 
and  that  of  Vienna.  He  explained  thenature  of  each  en* 
gagement.  He  faid,  the  main  defign  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce concluded  between,  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  was  ta 
countenance  and  fupport  the  Eail-Indra  company  efta- 
blilhed  at  Oftend,  which  interfered  fo  cffentially  with  the 
Eaft-India  companies  of  England  and  Holland,  and  was 
direftly  contrary  to  feveral  folemn  treaties  ftill  in  force. 
He  enlarged  upon  the  danger  to  which  the  balance  of 
power  would  be  expofed,  fliould  the  iffue-male  of  this 
projedled  marriage  between  the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  Spain 
ever  poflefs  the  Imperial  dignity  and  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
together.  The  reader  will  take  notice,  that  this  very  man 
was  one  of  thofe  who  exclaimed  againft  that  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  prevented  the  power  of  thofe  twa 
houfes  from  being  immediately  united  in  the  perfon  of  the 
Emperor.  He  did  not  forget  to  expatiate  upon  the  pre- 
tended fecret  engagement  concerning  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca; and  the  King*s  pious  concern  for  the  diftrcffed 
proteftants  of  Thorn  in  Poland.  In  vain  did  Mr.  Shippen 
urge,  that  the  treaty  of  Hanover  would  engage  the  Britifli 
nation  in  a  war  Cor  the  defenfe  of  the  King's  Ger^nan  do- 

minions. 


I 


< 


.k.^ 


G    E    O    R    6    E      I. 

ft 

minions,  contrary,  to  an  exprefs  provifion  made  in  the  a£l 
of  limitation.  Thefe  arguments  had  loft  all  weight.  The 
oppofition  was  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  miniftry  had  no  1725 
reafon  to  be  in  pain  about  any  meafure  they  (hould  propofe. 
An  addrefs  was  voted  and  delivered  to  his  Majefty,  approv- 
ing the  alliance  he  had  concluded  at  Hanover,  in  order  to 
obviate  and  difappoint  the  dangerous  views  and  confequen* 
ces  of  the  treaty  of  peace  betwixt  the  Emperor  and  the 
Kingof  Spain  ;  and  promifing to  fupport  hisMajefty  againft 
all  infults  and  attacks  that  ihould  be  made  upon  any  of  his 
territories,  though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain.  An  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind  was  prefented  by 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  a  body.  A  bill  was  brought  in, 
fsmpowering  the  commiflloners  oftheTreafury  to  compound 
with  Mr.  Richard  Hampden,  late  treafurer  of  the  navy,  for 
a  debt  he  owed  to  the  crown,  amounting  to  eight-and- 
forty  thoufand  pounds.  This  deficiency  was  occafioned 
by  his  embarking  in  the  South-Sea  fcheme.  The  King 
recommended  his  petition ;  and  the  Houfe  complied  with 
his  requeft,  in  confideration  of  his  great  grandfather,  the 
famous  John  Hampden,  who  made  fuch  a  noble  ftard 
againft  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  iirft  Charles. 

§  XXVII.  The  malt- tax  was  found  fo  grievous  to 
Scotland,  that  the  people  refufed  to  pay  it,  and  rfots  were 
excited  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  Glafgow, 
the  populace,  armed  v/iih  clubs  and  ftaves,  rifled  the  hou(b 
of  Daniel  Campbell,  their  reprefentati  vein  parliament,  who 
had  voted  for  the  bill ;  and  maltreated  fome  excifemen,  who 
attempted  to  take  an  account  of  the  malt.  General  Wade, 
who  commanded  the  forces  in  Scptland,  had  fent  two 
companies  of  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Buibel,  to  prevent  or  appeafe  any  difturbance  of  this  nature. 
That  officer  drew  up  his  men  in  theilreet,  where  they 
were  pelted  with  ftones  by  the  multitude,  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  difperfe,  by  firing  among  them  without  fhot. 
This  expedient  failing,  he  ordered  his  men  to  load  their 
pieces  with  ball,  and  at  a  time  when  the  magiftrates  were 
advancing  towards  him  in  a  body^   to  affift  him  with  their 
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advice  and  influence,  he  commanded  the  fotdiers  to  fird 
four  diflperent  Ways,  without  the  fanftion  of  the  ci^^il  au- 
thority. Above  twenty  pcrfons  were  killed  or  wounded  oil 
this  occaflon.  The  people  feeing  fo  many  vicSlims  fall^ 
were  exafperated  beyond  all  fenfe  of  dariger.  They  began 
to  procure  arms,  and  breathed  nothing  but  defiance  and  re-» 
venge.  Bulhel  thought  proper  to  retreat  to  the  caflle  of 
Dumbarton  ;  and  wa^purfued  above  five  miles  by  the  en- 
raged multitude.  General  Wade  being  informed  of  this 
tranfa(^ion,  ailembled  a  body  of  forces ;  and  being  accom- 
panied by  Duncan  Forbes,  lord-advocate,  took  pofleiCon 
^  of  Glafgow.      The  magiftrates  were  apprehended,   and 

Annai""     Gonvcycd  prifone/s  to  Edinburgh,  where  the  lords  jufti- 
Deb.inPar.   ciary,  having  taken  cognizance  of  the  affair^   declared 
Tindal,        them  innocent ;  fo  that  they  were  immediately  difcharged. 
Bufbel  was  tried  for  murther,  convided^  and  condemned  ; 
but,  inftead  of  undergoing  the  penalties  of  the  law,  he 
was  indulged  with  a  pardon,  and  promoted  in. the  fervice. 
Daniel  Campbell  having  petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  he  might  be  indemnified  for  the  damage  he  had 
fuftained  from  the  rioters,    a  bill  pafled  in  his  favour^ 
granting  him  a  certain  fum,  to  be  raifed  from  an  impo-*- 
fition  laid  upon  all  the  beer  and  ale  brewed  in  the  city  of 
Glafgow*     The  malt-tak  was  fofenfibly  felt  in  Scotland^ 
that  the  convention  of  the  royal  burghs  prefented  a  rc- 
monilrance  againfl  it,  as  a  grievous  burthen,  which  their 
country  could  not  bear :   petitions  to  the  fame  purport 
were  delivered   to  the  Commons  from  different  (hires  of 
An.  1726.    that  kingdom*.     On  the  twenty-fourth   day  of  March, 
the  King  fent  a  meflfage  to  the  Houfe  by   Sir  Paul  Me- 
thuen,  defiring  an  extraordinary  fupply,  that  he  might  be 
able   to  augment   his  maritime  force,  and  concert  fuch 

other 

♦  The  Duke  of  Wharton j  having  confumed  hia  fortune  in  riot  and  est* 
travagance,  repaired  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  from  whence  he  proceeded 
to  Rome,  and  oft'ered  his  fervice  to  the  Pretender.  There  he  received  the 
order  of  the  Garter,  and  the  title  of  Duke  of  Northumberland.  He  was 
fent  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  with'credentials  to  the  court  of  Madrid, 
where  he  abjured  the  proteftant  religion,  married  a  lady  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain's  bedchamber,  and  obtained  the  rank  and  appointments  of  a  lieutenant- 
Colonel*  in  the  Spaniih  fervice. 
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tthtr  mcafuiies  as  fhould  be  neccflary  in  the  prcfent  con-     CHAP, 
junfture.     A  debate  cnfucd  j   but  the  majority  complied   ^_   '  _^ 
-with  the  demand.     Some  members  in  the  Upper  Houfe       17x6^ 
complained  that  the  meiTage  was  not  fent  to  both  Houfes 
of  parliament ;  and  this   fuggeftion  gave   rife  to  znot  her 
debate,  in  which-  Lord  Bathurft   and  others  made  fome 
melancholy  reflexions  upon  the  ftate  of  infignificance  to 
which   the  peers  of  England  were  reduced.     Such  re- 
marks, however,  were  very  little  minded  by  the  miniftry^ 
who  had  obtained  a  complete  vidory  over  all  oppofition. 
The  fupplies  ordinary  and  extraordinary  being  granted, 
with  every  thing  elfe  which  the  court  thought  proper  to 
aik,  and  feveral  bills  paiTed  for  the  regulation  of  civil 
oeconomy,    the  King  difmifled   the  parliament  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May. 

§  XXVIII.   By  this  time  Peter  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy 
was  dead,  and  his  emprefs  Catharine  had  fucceeded  himt 
on  the- Ruffian  throne.     This  princefs  had  begun  to  ailem- 
ble  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peterfburgh  j   and  to 
prepare  a  formidable  armament  for  a.  naval   expedition* 
King   George,   concluding   that   her  defign  was  againft 
Sweden,   fent  a  firong  fquadron  into  the  Baltick,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  in  order  to  antici-7 
pate  her  views  upon  his  allies.     The  EngUih  fleet  being 
joined  at  Copenhagen  by  a  Danifli  f^uadron,  alarmed  th& 
court  of  Ruffia,   which  immediately  iflued  orders  for  re- 
enforcing  the  garrifohs  of  Wibourg,  Cronflot,  Revel,'and 
Riga.     The  EngUfh  admiral,  having  had  an  audience  of 
his  Swedifli  Majefty,   fteered  towards  Revel,    and   fent 
thither  a  lieutenant,  with  a  letter  from  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  to  the  Czarina.     This   was  an  expoftulation,  in 
which  his  Majefty   obferved,   that  he  and  his  allies  could 
not  fail  of  being  alarmed   at  her  great  preparations  by 
fea  and  laifd.     He  complained  that  meafures   had   beea 
taken  at  her  court  in  favour  of  the  Pretender :   that  his 
repeated  inftances  fon  eftablifliing  a  laftipg  friendOiip  with 
the  crown  of  Ruflia  had  been  treated,  with  negleit ;  and  he 
gave  her  to  underfiand,  thaX  he  had  ordered  his  admiral  to 
'  .  preveot 
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prpvent  her  (hips  from  cbmii^g  out  of  hier  harbours,  fhould 
^   (he  perfift  in  her  refolatipn  to  execute  the  defigns  fhehad 
J7a6.  /    projefted.     The  Czarina,  in  Jjpr  anfwer  to  the  King,  ex- 
prefled  her  flirprife,  that  (he  had  not  received  his  Majefty's 
letter  until  his  fleet  was  at  anchor  before  Revel,  fince  it 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  the  cuftom  eftabli&ed 
among  fovereigns,  and  to  the  amity   which  had  fo  long^ 
fubAfied  between   her  kingdoms  and  the  crown  of  Greats 
Britain,  to  expoftulate  with  her  on  her  armament,  andex**> 
peiSt  her  anfwer,  before  he  had  proceeded  to  fuch  an  of- 
feniive  meafure.     She  aiTured  him  that  ndthing  was  f^i"- 
ther  from  her  thoughts  than  any  defigns  to  difiurb  the 
peace  of  the  North  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Pretender^  it 
was  a  frivolous  and  ftale  accufation,  which  had  been  fre- 
quently ufed  as  a  pretext  to  cover  all  the  unkind  fteps 
lately  taken  againft  the  Ruflian  empire.     Sir  Charles  Wa- 
ger continued  in  his  %tion  until  he  received  certain  inteU 
ligence  that  the  RiiiHan  gallies  were  laid  up  in  their  win- 
ter harbdur  :  then  he  fet  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Denmark, 
from  whence  he  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of 
November.    ' 

§  XXIX.  King  George,  that  he  might  not  fecm  to  con* 
vert  all  his  actenfion  to  the  aiFairs  of  the  North,  had  equip- 
ped two  other  fquadrons  ;  one  of  which  was  deftined  for 
the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Hofier  : 
the  other,  conducted  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  having  on 
board  a  body  of  land*forces,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on. 
the  twentieth  day  of  July,  entered  the  bay  of  St.  Antonioj 
then  vifited  Lilbon,  from  whence  he  direfted  his  courfe  to 
the  bay  of  Bulls,   near  Cadiz,  and  cruifed  off  Cape  St. 
Mary's,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  fill  Madrid 
with  con(lernation.     Yet  he  committed  no  a<5t  of  hoftility  ^ 
but  was  treated  with  great  civility  by  the  Spanifh  governor 
of  Cadiz,  who  fupplied  him  with  refreihmeiits.    Rear- 
Admiral  Hofier,   with  feven  fliips  of  war,  had  failed  iii 
April  for  the  Spanifli  Weft-Indies,  with    inftru£lions  to 
block  up   the  galleons  in  the  ports  of  that  country  $  or, 
Ihould  they  prefumetocomeout,tofeife  and  bring  them  to 

£ngland« 


r 


G    E    O    R    G    E      I.  413 

England.    Before  bis  arrival  at  the  Baftimentos,  near   chap. 
Porto-Bello,  the  treaAjre,  confiding  of  above  fix  millions        ^^^'_ 
fterling,  had  been  unloaded,  and  carried  back  to  Panama^       i^^d. 
in  purfuance  of  an  order  fent  by  an  advice-boat,  which 
had  the  ftart  of  Hofier.     This  admiral  lay  inadive oii  that 
ftation,  until  he  became  the  jeft  of  the  Spaniards.     He 
returned  to  Jamaica,  where  he  found  means  to  re-enforce 
his   crews  :    then  he   ftood   over  to  Carthagena.      The 
Spaniards  had  by  this  time  feifed  the  Englifh  South*Sea 
fhip  at  la  Vera-Cruz,   together  with  all   the  veiiels  and 
^cQs  belonging  to   that  company.     Hofier  in  vain  de* 
manded  reftitution  :  he  took  fome  Spaniih  (hips  by  way 
of  reprifal,  and  continued  cruifing  in  thofe  ieas  until  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  periihed  deplorably  by  the  difeafes 
of  that  unhealthy  climate ;  and  his   fhips  were  totally 
r«iined  by  the  worms.     This  brave  officer  being  reftriiSed 
by  his  orders  from  obeying  the  didiatesof  his  courage, 
feeing  his  .  beft  officers  and  men  daily  fwept  ofF  by  aa 
outrageous  diften^per,' and  his  ibips  expofed  to  inevitable 
deftrudliion,  is  faid  to  have  died  of  a  broken  heart ;  white 
the  people  of  England  loudly  clamoured  againft  this  un- 
fortunate expedition,  in  which  fo  many  lives  were.thrown 
away,  and  fo  much  money  expended,  without  the  leaft 
advantage  ta  the  nation*    It  feems  to  have  b^en  a  mean, 
piratical  foheme  to  rob  the  court  of  Spain  of  its  expefkd 
treafure^  eVen  while  a  peace  fubfifted  between  the  two 
padons*     The  minifiry  of  Great* Britain  indeed  alledged, 
thad  the  Spahiih  King  had  entered  into  engagements  in 
favour  of  the  Pietender, 

§  XXX.  The  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton,  and 
the  Earl  Marifchal,  were  certainly  at  Madrid ;  and  the 
Duke  de  Ripperda,  now  prime-minifter  of  Spain^  dropped  ' 

fome  cxpreffions  to  the  Engliih  envoy,  that  implied  fomo 
fuch  defign,  which,  however,  the  court  of  Madrid  pofi^ 
tively  denied.  Ripperda,  as  a  foreigner,  fell  a  facrifice 
to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Spanifh  miniftcrs.  He  was  fud- 
denly  difmiffed  from  his  employments,  with  a  penfion  of 
thrc^  tboufand  piftoles.     He  forthwith  took  refuge  in  the' 
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bcufe  of  Vanderraeer  the  Dutch  ambaflador,   who  was 
unwilling   to  be  troubled  with  fuch  a  gueft.     He,  there- 
vj2^,       fore,    conveyed  the  Duke    in  his    coach   to   the   houle 
of  Colonel  Stanhope,  the   BritiQi  minifter,   whofe  pro- 
te£lion   he   craved   and  obtained.     Nevertheleis,  he  was 
dragged  from  thence  by  force,  and  committed  prifoner  to 
the  caftle  of  Segovia.     He  afterwards  made  his  efcape,  and 
{faehered  himfdf  in   England,  from  the  refentment  of  bis. 
Catholick  Mayfly*     Colonel  Stanhope  complarned  of  this 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  |he  Spaniih  mini- 
fters  endeavoured  to  excufe«     Memorials  and  letters  palled 
,hetween  the  two  courts;  and  every  thing,  tended  eo  a 
rupture.     The  King  of  Spain   purchafed  fliipsof  war; 
began  to  make   preparations  for  fome  important  under- 
taking ;  and  aflembied  an,  army  of  twenty  thdufand  men- 
at  St.  Roch,^  on.  pretenfc  of  rebuilding-  the  old  caftle  of 
Gibraltar.     Mean  while  the  States-General  and  the  King 
of  Sweden  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover :  but  the  King 
of  Pru(Iia,  though  his  Majefty'^s  fon -in-law,  was  detached' 
from  the  alliance  by  the  Emperor,  with  whom  he  con- 
trafied'  new  engagements. 

'  ^  XXXI.  On  the  feventeenth  day  of  January,  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament  was  opened  with  a  long,*  elaborate  fpeech^ 
importing  that  the  proceedings  and  tranfadions  of  the 
Emperor  and  King  of  Spaing  and  the  iecret  offenfivral- 
Kantes  concluded  between  th^m^  jiad  laid  the  foundations 
of  a  moft  exorbitant  and  formidable  power :  that  they 
were  diredlly  levelled  againft  the  moft  valuaiblb  and  darling 
interefts  and  privileges  of  the  Engltfii  nation,  which  muft 
either. give  up  Gibraltar  tcr  Spain,  and  acquiefce  \n  the 
Emperor's  ufurp^d  exercife  of  commerce,  or  refolve  vi- 
goroufly  to  defend  their  iindoubted  rights  againft  thofe 
reciprocal  engagements,  contracted  in  defiance  and  vip- 
lation  of  all  national  faith,  anid  tf^e  moft  ^le^n  trea^e^ 
He  afiured  them,  that  one  of  thpfe  fecret  articles  was,  the 
placing  the  Pretender  on  the  throne  of  Great-Britain  ;  and 
another  the  conqueft  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon.  He 
4eiffirmed  that  thofe  combinations  extended  themfelves  into 
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Ruffia;  and  that  the  Englifli   fleet  feafonably  prevented     GHAP. 
fuch  defigns  as  would  have  opened  a  way  to  the  invafion  of  .         '  j. 
thefe  kingdoms.*    He  exhorted  the  Commons  to  grant  fuch       ^^^^• 
fupplies  as  ihould  be  neceffary  for  the   defehfe  of  their 
country,  and  for  making  good  his  engagements  with  the 
allies  of  Great-Britain.     He  told  them^  that  the  King  of 
Spain  had  ordered  his  minifter  refiding  in  England  to  quit 
the  kingdom ;  and  that  he  had  left  a  memorial,  little  (hort 
of  a  declaration,  in  which  he  infifted  upon  the  reftitution 
of  Gibraltar.     He  did  not  fail  to  touch  the  energick  firings 
which  always' moved  their  pafiions^  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe,  the  Tecurity  of  the  Britifli  comnlerce,  the  de- 
figns of  a  popifhpretender,  the  prefent  happy  eftablifliment, 
the  religion,  liberties,   and  properties  of  a  proteftant  peo- 
ple.    Such '  addrefles   of    thanks    were  penned  in   both 
Houfes  as  the  minifters  were  pleafed   to  diflatej.  yet  not 
without  oppofition  from  a  minority,  which  was  far  from 
being  formidable,  though  headed  by  chiefs  of  uncommon 
talents  and  refolution.    The   Commons    voted    twenty 
thoufand  feamen,  bcfides  fix-and-twenty  thoufand  three 
hundred  ejghty-three  men  for  the  land-fervice ;  and,   to 
defray  the  extraordinary  expenfe,  a  land-tax  of  four  (hil- 
lings in  the  pound  was  granted. 

§  XXXII.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  having  taken  into  con^ 
fideration  the  letters  and  memorials  between  the  minifters 
of  Greac-Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  acceffion  of  the  States-General  to  the  treaty 
of  Hanover,  a  warm  debate  enfued.  Lord  Bathurft 
took  notice,  that  the  acceffion  of  the  States-General  to 
the  treaty,  was^  upoh  condition  that  this  their  a£):  fhould 
be  approved  and  ratified  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
the  Mod  Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  of  PruiSa ;  but 
that  the  miniiler  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  bad  refufed  to  fign 
the  a£tof  acceffion,  which  was  therefore  of  no  effe£t:  that 
if  the  court  of  France  (hould,  for  the  fame  realbn,  think 
kitif  difengaged  from  the  Hanover  alliance,  Britain  alone 
would  be  obliged  to  bear  the  burthen  of  an  expenfive  war 
^gainft  two  of  the  grcatcft  potentates  of  Europe.  He  faid 
i    '  -  ;  \  he 
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he  coujd  not  fee  any  juft  reafoh  for  a  rupture  with  Spain  : 
that  indeed  the  Duke  de  Ripperda  might  have  dropped 
fome  indifcreet  expreflions  :  he  was  knowif  to  be  a  man  of 
a  violent  temper ;  and  he  had  been  folenmly  difavowed  by 
bis  Catholick  Majefty :  that,  in  the  memorial  left  by  the 
Spanifh  ambaflador,  he  imputed  the  violent  ftate  of  affairs 
between  the  two  crown$  to  theminifters  of  England  ;  and 
mentioned  a  pofitive  promife  made  by  the  King  of  Great* 
Britain  for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar :  that  methods  of 
accommodation  might  be  tried,  before  the  kingdom  en- 
gaged in  a  war  which  muft  be  attended  with  dangerous 
confequences  ;  that  the  nation  was  loaded  with  a  debt  of 
fifty  millions  ;  and,  in  order  to  maintain  fuch  a  war^ 
would  be  obliged  toraifefeven  millions  yearly;  an  annual 
fum  by  which  the  people  would  foon  be  exhaufted.  He 
obferved,  that  in  fome  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
mention  was  made  of  great  fums  diftributed  in  divers 
places,  to  bring  certain  tn^afures  to  bear«  He  declared, 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  touched  neither  Spaniib  nor 
Englifh  gold;  he  was  neither  a  Spaniard  nor  a  Frenchman, 
but  atrue  Englifhman;  an<}  fp  long  as  he  had  the  honour 
to  fit  in  tha^  Houfe,  he  would  fpeak  arid  zSt  for  the  good 
of  his  country.  He,  therefore^  defired  their  brdibips  fcri- 
oufly  to  confider  the  r^iatt^.  before  them^  which  was  of  the 
laft  confequence  ainl  :  impofCance  to  the  whole  nation. 
He  faid  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  war,  ihould  it  piovp 
fuccefsful :  and  every  thing  would  be  Ic^  fhouldit  be  un- 
profperqus.  He  was  anfwered  by  Lord  Townihend,  who 
affirmed  that  his  Majcfty  had  received  pofitive  and  certain 
information  with  refpedl  to  the  fecret  article  of  alliance 
between  the  courts  of  Vien,na  and  Madrid,  in  fiivour  of 
the  Pretender,  though  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  did  not  permit 
him  to  lay  thefe  advices  before  the  parliament*  After 
much  altercation,  the  majority  refolvcd,  that  the  mcafurcs 
his  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to  take  virere  honourable, 
juftj  and  neceffary,  for  preventing  the  execution  of  tht 
dangerous  engagements  entered  into  in  fevour  df  the  Pre- 
tender j  for  preferving  the  dominions  belonging  to  the 
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cr^tlrn  of  Great-Britain  by  folemn  tteatiest  and  particu- 
Wly  thofe  of  Gibraltar  and  the  ifland  of  Minorca  $  and 
fof  maintaining  to  his  people  their  moft  valuable  rights  and 
privil^s  of  commerce,'  and  the  peac^  and  tranquillity  of 
Europe.     Seventeen  lords    entered  a  proteft  againft  this 
reTolution.     Difputes  of  the  fame  nature  arofe  from  the 
fame  fubjedi  in  the  Lower  Houfe.      Lord  Townihend 
had  affirmed  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  no  promife  of  re- 
fioring  Gibraltar  had  been  made:  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
owned  fuch  a  promife  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons :  a  motion 
was  made  for  an  addrefs,    defiring  thefe  engagements 
might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe :  another  member  moved 
for  a  copy  of  the  memorial  prefented  by  Mr.  Pointz  to  th« 
King  of  Sweden,  and  for  the  fecret  o^enfive  article  be-» 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid :  a  third  motion 
was  madCj  to  addrefs  the  King  for  fuch  memorials  and  re-!> 
prefentations  fro»  the  courts  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as 
induced  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  to  fend  a 
fquadron  to  the  Baltick.    In  the  account  of  the  money 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  laft  year^  there  was  an  article 
of  one  hundred  and  tWenty-five  thoufand  pounds  charged 
in  general  terms,  as  iltued  out  for  other  engagements  and 
expcnfes,  over  and  above  fuch  as  wjere  fpecified*     Mr^ 
Pulteney  moved  for  an  addrefs  on  this  fubjedl ;  but  each  of 
thefe  motions  was  reje£led  onadivifion}  and  the  majo- 
rity concurred  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for 
the  great  wifdom  of  his  condu£i:«    They  expreiled  the 
moft  implicit  confidence  in  his  goodnefs  and  difcretion  i 
they  promifed  to  fupport  him  in  all  fuch  further  meafures 
as  be  Ihould  find  necefiary  and  expedient  for  preventing  3 
tupture, .  as  well  as  for  confulting  the  honour  and  advan^ 
Xage  of  thefe  kingdoms . 

§  XXXIIL  His  Majefty's  fpeech  gave  fuch  limbr^e  to 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  that  Mr.  Palms,  the  Imperial  refi^ 
dent  at  London,  was  ordered  to  prefent  a  warm  memorial 
to  the  King,  and  afterwards  to  publifh  it  to  the  whole 
nation.  In  this  bold  remonftrance,  the  King  was  charged 
with  having  declared  from  the  throne,  as  certain  and  un« 
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doubted  fafts,  fcveral  things  that  were  either  wfeft^d,  ftirf- 
repfefented,  or  void  of  all   foundation.     The  memorialift 
affirmed,  that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  built  on  thcqu:t- 
druple  alliance :   that  the  treaty  of  commerce  was  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  mutual  and  lawful  advantages  of  the 
fubjefts  of  both  parties,  agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations  ; 
and  irt  no  refpeft  prejudicial  to  the  Britifli  nation*     He  de- 
clared, that  there  was  no  ofFenfive  alliance  Concluded  be-t 
tiveen  the  two  crowns :  that  the  fuppofed   article  relating 
to  the  Pretender  was  an  abfolute  falfehood  :   that  the  in- 
flnuation  with  refpe6l  to  thefiege  of  Gibraltar  was  equally 
untrue,  his  mafter  having  made  no  engagements  with  the 
^  King  of  Spain  but  fuch  as  were  fpecified  in  the  treaty  corti-^ 
niunicatefd  to  his  Britannick  Majefty,     He  fa  id,   howevef, 
the  hoftilities  notorioufly  committed  in    the  Weft-Indies, 
and  elfewhere,  againft  the  King  of  Sp^in,  in  violation  of 
treaties,  feemed    to  juftify  that   prince's  undertaking  the? 
fiege  of  Gibraltar.     Finally,  he  demanded,  ih  the  name  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  fuitable  reparation  for  the  iiljory  his 
honour  had  fuftained  from  fuch  calumnious    imputations. 
Both  Houfes  of  parliament  fexprefled  their  indignation  at 
the  infolence  of  this  memorial,  in   an  addrefs  to   his  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  Mr.  Palms  was  ordered  to  defpart  the  kingdom. 
Virulent  declarations  were  prefented  by  the  mirtifters  of  the 
Emperor  and    the    King  of  Great-Britain   to  the  diet  of 
the  empire  at  Ratifbon  j  and   fuch  perfonal  reflexions  re- 
torted between  thefe  two  potentates,  that  all  hope  of  recon- 
ciliation vanilhed. 

.  §  XXXIV.  King  Geotge,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf 
againft  the  impending  ftorm,  entered  into  more  QriQ  en- 
gagements with  the  French  King ;  and  agreed  to  pay 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  three  years  to  the  King  of  Sweden  j 
in  confideration  of  that  prince's  holding  in  readincfs  a 
body  of  ten  thoufand  troops  for  the  ocoafions  of  the  alliance.' 
He  concluded  a  frefti  treaty  with  thfe  King  of  Denmark, 
who  promifed  to  fyfnifli  a  certain  number  of  auxiliaries, 
on  account  of  a  large  fubfidy  granted  by  the  King  of 
France.     The  proportions  of  troops  to   be  fent  into  the 
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field,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  were  afcertained.  His  Britan- 
nick  Majefty  engaged  for  four-and-twenty  thoufahd  men, 
Tindaftrong  fquadron  to 'be  fent  into  the  Baltick.  He 
made  a  convention  with  the  Prince  of  Hefle-Caflel,  who 
undertook  to  .provide  eight  thoufand  infantry,  and  four 
thoufand  horfe,  in  conftderation  of  fevehty^four  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  paid  by  Great- Britain  immediately,  and  fifty  . 
thoufand  pounds  more  in  cafe  the  troops  fhould  be  re- 
quired, .befxdes  their  pay  and  fubfiftence*  Such  was  the  oebAnPar. 
fruit  of  all  the  alliances  fo  iriduftrioufly  planted  fince  the  Tindai. 
acceffion  of  King  George  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain.  Admirals.  * 
In  the  day  of  his  trouble,  the  King  of  Prufiia,  whohad 
efpoufed  his  daughter,  deferted  his  intereft  ;  and  the  States- 
General  flood  aloof.  For  the  fecurity  of  his  German  do- 
minions, he  had  recourfe  to  the  ^Kingof  France,  who 
was  a  precarious  ally;  to  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark)  and  the  principality  of  HefTe  Caffel :  but  nonp  of 
thefe  powers  would  contribute  their  afliftance  without 
being  gratified  with  exorbitant  fubfidies,  though  the 
danger  was  common,  and  :  the  efforts  ought  to  have  been 
equal.  Inftead  of  allies,  they  profeffed  themfelves  merce- 
naries. Great-Britain  paid  them  for  the  defenfe  of  their 
own  dominions  :-  fhe,  moreover,  undertook  to  maintain  a 
powerful  fleet  for  their  fafety.  Is  there  any  Briton  fo  weak 
as  to  think,  or  fo  fool-hardy  as  to  afHrm,  that  this  was  a 
Britifh  quarrel. 

§  XXXV.  For  the  fupport  of  thofc  expenfive  treaties.  An,  1727. 
Mr.  Scroope,  fecretary  of  the  Treafury,  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  in  the  malt- tax  bill  they  Qiould 
infert  a  claufe  of  appropriation,  empowering  the  King  to 
apply  fuch  fums  as  feould  be  neceffary  for  defraying  the 
expenfes  and  engagements  which  had  been  or  ihould  be 
made  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  in  con- 
certing fuch  meafures  as  he  fhould  think  moft  conducive 
to  the  fccurtty  of  trade,  and  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe. 
To  little  purpofe  did  the'  members  in  the  oppofition  urge, 
that  this  method  of  alking  and  granting  fupplies  was  un- 
parliamentary :  that  fuch  a  claufe  would  render,  ineffectual 
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that  appropriation  of  the  publkk  money,  v^hich  the  wifdioitf 
of  HI  parliaments  had  thought  a  nece&ry  fecurity  againft 
1717*  mifapplication,  which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  a^ 
provifion  was  made  to  call  any  perfon  to  account  for  the 
money  that  ihould  be  difpofed  of  by  virtue  of  this  daufe  : 
that  great  fums  had  already  been  grtfnted  :  that  fuch  aa 
ui^limited  pbwer  oi^bt  never  to  be  givea  ia  a  free  govern- 
ment :  that  fach  confidence  in  the  crown  might,  through 
the  influence  of  evil  miniflers^  be  attended  with  the  tnoOt 
dangerous  confequences :  that*  the  confiitulion  could  notf 
be  preferved,  but  by  a  ftrid  adherence  to  thofe  efientidE 
parliamentary  forms  of  granting  fuppUes  iffpon  eftimate^, 
and  <^  appropriating  thefe  fupplies  to  fervices  and  occafioii» 
publickly  avowed  and  judged  neceflary  3  that  fuch  claufes, 
if  not  deafonably  checked,  would  become  (o'  frequent,  Z9 
in  time  to  lodge  in  the  crown,  and  in  the  minifters,  an 
abfolute  and  uncontrollable  power  of  raiilng  money  upoa 
the  people,  which  by  the  conftitution  is,  and  with  fafety 
can  only  be,  lodged  in  die  whole  l^tflature.  The  motion 
was  carried,  the  claufe  added,  and  the  bill  palled  through 
the  other  Houfe  without  amendment,  though  not  without 
c^poficion.  Notwithftanding  this  vote  of  credit.  Sir 
WiHiam  Yonge  moved,  that  towards  the  fiipply  granted 
to  the  King,  tbefum  of  three  hundred  and  feventy  thou« 
fand  pounds  fhould  be*  raifed  by  loans  on  £xchequer-Bills,r 
to  be  charged  on  the  furplus  of  the  duties  on  coad  and 
culm,  which  was  referved  for  the  parliament's  difpofiiU 
Though  this  motion  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyl  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  as  a  dangerous  deviation  fron^ 
feveral  votes  and  ads  of  parliament,  by  which  the  exceed- 
inge  of  the  publick  funds  were  appropriated  to  the  difcharger 
of  the  national  debt,  or  to  the'icncreafe  of  tbefinking- 
fund,  it  was  carried  by  the  majority. 

§  XXXVI.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  die  padiamenC 
was  prorogued,  after  the  King  had  ackhowle<^ed  their 
zeal,  liberality,  and  defpatch;  and  given  them  to  under- 
fland,  that  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  was  adualty  bc^n. 
The  trenches  were  opened  befoi'e  this  fortreis  on  tJte 
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eleventh  day  of  February,  by  the  Conde  de  las  Torres,  at 


Che  head  of  twenty  thoufand  men.  The  place  was  well 
provided  for  a  defenfe  i  and  the  old  Earl  of  Portmore,  who  1727 
was  governor,  embarked  with  a  re-enforcement  from 
Jlngland,  under  convoy  of  a  flcict  commanded  by  Sijc 
Charles  Wager.  He  arrived  at  Gibraltar  in  the  begin- 
liing  of  April,  where  he  landed  the  troops,  with  a  grea^t 
;^antity  of  ammunition,  warlike  cftores,  and  four-anj- 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  At  the  fame  time,  five  hundre4 
men  arrived  from  Minorca ;  fo  that  the  garrifon  amounted 
to  fl;c  thpufand,  plentifully  fupplied  with  frefii  provisions 
from  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  and  treated  the  efforts  of  th^ 
befiegers  with  great  contempt.  The  States-General,  be- 
ing appreheni^ye  of  an  attempt  upon  their  barrier  in  the 
Netherlands,  defired  the  King  would  hold  in  readineft 
^he  ten  thoufand  auxiliaries  ftipulated  in  the  treaty.  Thefe 
were  immed^ajtely  prepared  for  embarkation,  and  the  force$ 
of  England  were  augmented  with  thirty  new-rai(ed  com- 
panies. Sir  John  Norris  fet  Oiil  with  a  powerful  fleet  for 
the  Baltick,  and  was  joined  by  a  Danifh  fquadron  :  but 
the  Czarina  dying  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  May,  he  had 
nooccafion  to  commit  Iioftilities^  as  the  Ruflian  armament 
was  laid  afide. 

§  XXXVII.  Mean  while  the  powers  at  variance,  though 
extremely  irritated  againft  each  other,  were  all  equally 
^verfe  to  a  war  that  might  again  embroil  all  Europe. 
The  King  of  France  interpofed  his  mediation,  whicl^ 
was  conduced  by  the  Duke  de  Richlieu,  his  amba0adof 
at  Vienna.  Plans  and  cpunterplans  of  pacification  were 
propofed  between  the  two  crowns  and  the  allies.  At 
length  all  parties  agreed  to  twelve  preliminary  articles^ 
which  were  fignted  in  May  at  Paris,  by  the  minifters  of 
the  Hanover  aHiancp,  and  afterwards  at  Vienna,  by  the 
Impepal  and  Spanifii  ambafladors.  Thefe  imported  that 
hoftilities  ihould  immediately  ceaie  :  that  the  charter  of 
the  Oftend  company  fhould  be  fufpended  for  feven  years  | 
imd  that  a  congrefs  fhould  in  four  months  be  opened  at 
Aix-}a*Chapellc^  for  adjufting  all  dilFerences,  and  con- 
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folidating  the  peace  of  Europe.     Thiscongrefs  was  after- 
wards transferred  to  Soiflbns,  for  the  conveniency  of  the 
2727.       French  minifter,  whofe  prefence  w^s  neceflary  at  court* 
The  ficge^  of  Gibraltar  was  raifed,  after  it  had  lafted  four 
months,  during  which  the  Spaniards  loft  a  great  number 
of  men  by   ficknefs,   while  the  garrifon  fuftajned  very 
little  damage.     The  court  of  Madrid,  however,  fiarted 
fgme  new  difficulties  and  for  fome  time  would  not  con- 
fent  to  the  reftitution  of  the  South-Sea  fhip,   which   had 
been  detained  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;    Co 
that  Sir  Charles  Wager  continued  to  cruift  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain  :  but  thefe  objedtions  were  removed  in  the  fequeU 
§  XXXVIIL  King  George,  having  appointed  a  re- 
gency, embarked  at  Greenwich,  on  the  third  day  of  June, 
and  landing  in  Holland  on  the   feventh,    fet  out  on  his 
journey  to  Hanover.     He  was  fuddenly  felfed  with  a  pa- 
ralytick  diforder  on  the  road  :   he  forthwith  .loft  the  fa- 
culty pf  fpeech,  became  letl^argick,  and  was  co^iveyed  in  a 
(late  of  infenfibility  to  Ofpabruck.     Ther6  he  expired  on. 
Sunday  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  in  the  fixty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign.     George  L 
was  plain  and  fimple  in  his  perfon  and  addiefs  j  grave  and 
compofed  in   his  deport;nent,  though  eafy,  familiar,  and 
.facetious  \i\  bis  hours  of  relaxation.     Before  h^  afcende^ 
the  throng  of  Great-Britain,  he  had  acquired  the  cha- 
rafierof  a  circumfpedl  general,  a  juft  and  merciful  princ^ 
.a  wife  politician,  who  perfefily  underftpod,  arid  fteadiJy 
purfued  his  own  intereft.     With  thefe  qualities,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  he  came  to  England  extremely  well 
difpofed  to  govern    his   new   fubjedis    according   to    the 
maxims  of  the  Britifb  conftitutioi],  and  the  genius  of  the 
people;    and  jf  ever  he   feemed   to  deviate  from    thefe 
principles,  yvp  m^y  take  it  for  granted,  th?t  he  was  mif- 
led  by  th^  vepal   fuggeflipns  of  a  miniftry  whofe  power 
and  influence  yirere  founded  on  corruption*, 

*  George  I.  married  the  Princefs  Sophia  Dorothy,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 

-  the  Duke  of  Zell,  by  whom  he  bad  King  George  II,  and  the  late  Queen 

of  Prui5i».    The  King's  body  was  conveyed  to  Handver,  and  interred  among 

his  anceilorsa 
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Prom  the  death  of  Charles  II,  to  this  period,  England  had  made  a  cpn> 
H^erabie  figure  in  every  branch  of  licerature.  Dr.  Atterbury  and  Dr.  Clarke 
diftinguiihed  themfelves  in  divinity— Mr.  Whifton  wrote  in  defenfc  qf 
-Arianifm— John  Loc)ce   fhone    forth  the  great  rertorer  of  human  reafon—  '7?7" 

the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury  raffed  an  degaftt,  though  feeble,  fyftem  of  nio)*al 
philofophy — Beikeley,  afterwards  Biihop  of  Cloyne  in  Ireland,  furpalled  aM 
his  cotemporaries  in  fubtlety  and  variety  of  metaphyfical  arguuments,  as  well 
as  in  the  art  of  dqludlion— I^ord  Bollngbroke's  talents  as  a  metaphyficjio 
h^ve  been  queftioned  fince  his  poilhumoas  works  appeared  ~  great  progrefs 
was  jn^^e  in  mathematicks  and  aftronomy»  by  Wallis,  Halley,  and  Flam- 
flead'the  ^rt  of  medicine  owe<^  fome  valuable  improvements  to  the  clall4cal 
Dr.  Friend,  and  the  elegant  Dr.  Mead.  Among  the  poets  of  this  aera  we 
number  John  Phillips,  author  of  a  didadtickpoem  called  Cyder,  a  perftu^mance 
of  real  merit';  he  lived  and  died  in  obicurity-* William  Congreve,  cele-  / 
brated  for  his  comedies^  which  are  not  fo  famous  for  ftrength  of  chara^er 
an4  power  of  humour,  as  for  wit,  ejegajvey  and  regularity -7  Vanburgh,  who 
wrote  with  more  nature  and  fire,  though  with  lefs  art  an^  preciiion — Steele, 
who  in  his  comedies  fuccefsfully  engrafted  modern  charad^ers  on  the  ancient  v 
ckama — Faiquhar,  who  drew  his  pictures  from  f^cy  rather  than  from 
nature,  and  whofe  chief  merit  confifls  in  the  agreeable  pertnefs  and  vivacity 
of  his  dialogue— 'Addifon,  whofe  fame  as  a  poet  grpatly  exceeded  his  genius, 
>^hich  was^  cold  and  enervate  ;  though  he  yielded  to  none  in  the  chara£t;er 
of  an  ctTayift,  either  for  ftyle  ot  matter — Swift,  whofe  mufc  feems  to  have 
been  mere  mifanthropy  :  he  was  a  cynick  rather  than  a  poet,  and  his  natural 
drynefs  and  farcaftick  feverity  would  have  been  unpleafing,  had  hot  he  qua* 
Ikiied  them;  by  adopting  the  extravagant  humour  of  Lucian  and  Rabelais-* 
Prior,  lively,  familiar,  and  amufing— Rowe,  folemn,  florid,  and  declamatory- 
Pope,  the  prince  of  lyric  poetry,  unrivalled  in  fatire,  ethicks>  and  polidied 
verfification^-'the  agreeable  Pafnel<r- the  wild,  the  witty,  and  the  whimfical 
Carth*i>Gay,  ^yhofe  fables  may  vie  ^ith  thofe  of  La  Fontaine,^  in  native 
humour,  eafe,  and  fimplicity  3  and  whofe  genius  for  pafloral  was  truely 
original.  Dr.  Bentley  ftood  forcmoft  in  the  lift  of  criticks  .  and  com- 
mentators. Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  raifed  fome  noble  monuments  of  archi- 
tenure.  The  moft  remarkable  political  writers  were  Diavenant,  Hare,  Swift| 
^t^plcpAi^fya,  BoUngbroke,  andTr^ch^rd. 
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CHAP-       IV. 


§  t.  George  IL  (ifcends  the  throne  of  Great*Britatn.  J  Il# 
CharaSiers  of  the  prineipal  perfons  eencermdin  themmfiry* 
§  III.  Debates  in  parliament  eoncerriing  the  dvil-Uft^ 
§  ly .  Changes  and  promotions.  §  V.  tfew  Parlianunt. 
\  VL  Violent  Sfpute  concerning  the  national  debt.  §  VII« 
Vote  of  credits  §  VIIL  jI  double  marriage  between  the 
boufes  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  §  IX.  Liberality  of  the 
Commons,  §  X.  Debate  on  thefubftdies  to  Hejfe-Caffel  and 
tVolfenbu^le,  §  XI.  Committee- fer  infpeSiing  the  gaolsn 
^  XII.  Addrefs  touching  the  Spanijh  depredations.  §  XIIL 
A  fum  voted  to  the  King^  on  accotint  of  arrears  due  on  the 
eivil'iji  revenue.  §  XIV.  Pr^eedings  in  the  Heufe  tf 
Lards,  §  XV.  fTiJe  conduit  of  the  Irifl)  parliame/^^ 
I X  VL  Abdication  of  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Death  tf  Pope 
Benedia  XIIL  §  XVII.  Subjance  of  the  King*sfpeecb 
to  both  Houfes.  §  X  VIII.  Obje£lions  to  the  treaty  of  &« 
%fHU  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords*  §  XIX.  Oppe/kten  in  the 
Lower  Houfe  to  ajlanding  army.  '  %  XX.  Bill  prohibiting 
loans  to  foreign  princes  or  Jlates^  §XXL  Charter  of  the 
Eajl-India  compaf^prolonged%  §  XXH.The Emperor  rejents 
the  treaty  ef  Seville.  §  XXIII*  Seven  IneBan  chiefs  arrive  I 
in  England.  Revolution  at  Con/iantinepk*  §  XXIV* 
England  infejled  with  robbers^  ajfaffins^  and  incendiaries. 
§  XXV,  Bill  againft  penjipners  fitting  as  members  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  ^  XXYI.  Treaty  of  Fienna.  §XXV1L 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Parma.  §  XXVIII.  Dm  Carlos 
takes  poffejfwn  of  his  territories.  §  XXIX.  France  eK^ 
JlraSled  by  religious  difpuies,  §  XXX.  The  minijlry  vio^ 
lently  oppofed  in  parliament.  §  XXXI.  Debate  on  a 
Jianding  army.  §  XXXII.  Account  of  the  charitable 
iorporatiotk     §  XXXIIi     Revival   of   the  falt-tax. 
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§  XXXIV.  Mr.  Pulteney's  name  Jiruck  out  of  tbe  lift  of 
privj'Cour^illors.      §  XXXV.    The  King  Jits  out  for 
Haaover^ 

§  I.    A  T  the  acceffion  of  George  II.  the  nation  had 
JLjL  great  reafon  to  wifh  for  an  alteration  of  mesi- 
fares.     Tbe  publick  debt,  notwitbftanding  tbe  boafted 
jcsconomy  and  numagement  of  the  minifters ;  notwitb- 
ftanding the  finking  fund,   which  had  been  extolled  as  a 
growing  treafure  facred  to  the  difcharge  of  national  in* 
cuoibianccs}  was   now  increafed  to  fifty  millions  two 
^^ndred  fixty-one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fix  pounds, 
nineteen  Ihillings,  eight  pence  three  farthings.     The  king* 
dom  was  bewildered  in  a  labyrinth  of  treaties  and  con- 
ventions, by  which  it  flood  engaged  in  pecuniary  fub« 
fidies  to  many  powers  upon  the  continent,  with  whom  ita 
ireal  interefts  could  never  b^  conne£ted.    The  wealth  of 
the  nation  had  been  laviihed  upon    tkefe  foreign  con* 
l^exioos  I  upon  unneceflary  wars,  and  fruitlefs  expeditions4 
Dangerous  encrQachments  had  been  made  upon  the  CQn-» 
ftitution,  by  the  repeal  of  the  z&  for  triennial  parlia^ 
ments ;  by  frequent  fufpenfions  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a£b 
upon  frivolous  occafions  ;  by  repealing  claufes  in  the  a^ 
of  fettlement;  by  votes  of  credit;  by  habituating  the 
people  to  a  ftanding  army ;  and,  above  all,  by  eftablifhing 
a  fyftem  of  corruption,  which  at  all  times  would  fecure  a 
majority  in  parliament.    The  nature  of  prerogative,  by 
which  the  liberties  of  the  nation  had  formerly  been  often 
endangered,  was  aow  ib  well  underftood,  and  fo  fecureljr 
reftrained,   that;  it  could  no  longer  be  ufed  for  the  fame 
cppreifive  purpofed:  befides,  an  avowed  e^ctenfion  of  the 
prerogative  required  more  ability,  courage,  and  refolution, 
than  tbe  prefent  miniftry  could  exert.    They  underftood 
their  own  ftrength,  and  had  recourfe  to  a  more  fafe  and 
0ffeAual  expedient.    The  vice,  luxury,  and  proftitution 
of  the  age,  the  almoft  total  extinflion  of  fentiment,  ho* 
nour,  and  publiek  fpirit,  had  prepared  the  minds  of  men 
for  flavery  and  corruption.    The  means  were  in  the  hand$ 
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BOOK  of  the  miniftry  :  the  publick  treafure  was  at  their  devo- 
^^  —  1  _j  tion:  they  multiplied  places  and  penfion^,  to  increafe  the 
i7»7»  number  of  their  dependents :  they  fquandered  aw^y  the 
money  of  the  nation  without  tafte,  difcernment,  decency, 
or  rcmorfe  :  they  inlifted  an  army  of  the  moft  aban^doncd 
emiffaries,  whom  they  emjSloyed  to  vindicate  the  worft 
meafures,  in  the  face  of  truth,  common  fenfe,  and  common 
honefty  5  and  they  did  not  fail  to  fligmatlfe  as  Jacobites, 
and  enemies  to  the  government,  all  thofc  who  prefumed 
to  queftion  the  merit  of  their  adminiftration. 

§  II.  The  fupreme  direSion  of  affairs  was  not  yet  en- 
groffed  by  a  fingle  minifter.  Lord  Townfhend  had  the 
.  reputation  of  conducing  the  external  tranfaftions  relating 
to  treaties  and  negociations.  He  is  faid  to  have  under- 
ftood  that  province,  though  he  did  not  always  follow  the 
dictates  of  his  own  underftanding;  He  poflefled  an  ex- 
.  tenfive  fund  of  knowledge  ^  and  w?is*  well  acquainted  with 
the  funfti'ons  'of  his  ofiice.  The  Duke  of  N.  his  col- 
league, was  not  remarkable  for  any  of  thefe  qualifications  : 
he  Owed  his'  promotion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  thq 
illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  to  the  ftrength  of  his 
intereft  in  parliament,  rather  than  to  his  judgepient,  pre- 
cifion,  or  any  other  intelleftual  merit.  [  Lord  C.  who 
may  be  counted  an  auxiliary,  though*  not  .immediately 
concerned  in  the  adrhiniftration,  had  diftingiiifhed  hinrfelf 
in  the  chara£ler  of  envoy  at  feveral  courts  in  Europe.  He 
had  attamipd  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  different 
interefts  and  connexions  ful^fifting  apiong  the .  powers  of 
the  continent ;  and  he  infinitely  furpafTed  all  the  miniilers 
in  learning  and  capacity. .  He  was,  indeed,  the  only  mai^ 
of  genius  employed  under  this  governipent.  He  fpoke 
with  eafe  and  propriety  :  his  conceptions  were  juft  and 
lively ;  his  inferences  bold  ;  his  counfels  vigorous  and 
w^rm.  Yet  he  depreciated  his  talents,  by  ading'in  a  fub- 
ordinate  chara<S);er  to  thofe  whom  hedefpifed  ;  and  feemed 
tp  Ipok  upon  the  pernicious  meafures  of  a  bad  miniftry 
yifith  filent  contempt,  rather  than  with  avowed  deteftation; 
"The  interior  government  of  Great-Britain  was  chiefly 
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managed  by  Sir  Robert  W.  a  man  of  extraordinary  ta-    chap.    >, 
lents,  who  had  from  low  beginnings  raifed  himfelf  to  the  * 

head  of  the  Treafury.     Having  obtained  a  feat   in  the       jyay, 
tower  Houfe,  he  declared  himfelf  one  of  the  moft  for- 
ward partifans  of  the  Whig  faftion.     He  was  endued 
with  a  fpecies  of  eloquence,  Wrhich,  though  neither  nervous 
nor  elegant,  flowed  with  great  facility,  and  was  fo  plau- 
fible  on  all  fubjeSs,  that  even   when  he  mifreprefented  ' 
the  truth,  whether  from  ignorance  or  defign,  he  feldom 
failed  to  perfuade  that  part  of  his  audience  for  whofe  hear-         ^ 
4ng  his  harangue  was  chiefly  intended.     Hfe  was  well  ac- 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  publick  funds,  and  un- 
derftood   the  whole    myftery   of   ftock -jobbing.     This 
knowledge  produced  a  connexion  between  him  and   the 
money-corporations,   which   ferved  to  enhance  his   im- 
portance.    He  perceived  the  bulk  of  mankind  were  aftu- 
ated  by  a  fordid  thirft  of  lucre  :  he  had  fagacity  enough 
to  convert  the  degeneraicy  of  the  times  to  his  own  advan- 
tage ;  and  on  this,  and  this  alone,  he  founded  the  whok 
fuperftruflure  of  his  fubfequent  adminiffration.     In  the 
late  reign  he  had,  by  dint  of  fpeaking  decilively  to  every 
queftion,  by  boldly  impeaching  the  cbnduft  of  the  Tory 
minifters,  ^y  his  aftivity  in  elections,  and  engaging  as  a 
projector  in  the  fchemes  of  the  monicd-intcreft,  become  a 
leading  member  in  the  Houfe  of  Commbns.     By  his  fuf- 
ferings  under  the  Tory  parliament,  he  attained  the  rank 
of  a  martyr  to  his  party  :  his  intereft,  his  reputation,' and 
his  prefumptton  daily  increafed  :   he  oppofed  Sunderland 
as  his  rival  in  power,  and  headed  a  dangerous  defe<9ion 
from  the  miniftry,  which  evinced  the  greatnefs  of  his  in- 
fluence and  authority.     He  had  the  glory  of  being  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  eflFefting  a   reconciliation  between 
the  late  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  :  then  he  wasre- 
aflbciated  in  the  adminiftration   with  additional    credit; 
and,  from  the  death  of  the  Earls  of  Sunderland  and  Stan- 
hope, he  had  been  making  long  ftrides  towards  the  office 
•of  prime-mi nifter.     He  knew  the  maxims  he  had  adopted 
would  fubje<Sl  him  to  the  hatred^  the  ridicule^  andreproach 
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of  fome  mdividaals,  who  had  not  yet  refigned  all  fiuUu 
ments  of  patrtotUb,.  nor  all  views  ofoppofittoa:  but  the 
Autnber  of  thefe  was  inconfiderable^  wheif  €oaipared  t0 
that  which  cojifiituted  the  body  of  the  commuatty  ;.  and 
he  would  not  fufFerthe  confiderationof  fych  aqtagtuiifts 
to  come  in  competition  with  hi$  fchemea  of  p&w«r,  a^u^ 
ence,  and  authority ».  Neverthelefs^  low  as  he  had  h^al- 
bkd  antiminifterial  aflTociation,  it  required  all  his  artifice 
to  elude^  all  his  patience  and  natural  phlegm  to  bear  the 
powerful  ^u-guments  that  were  urged,  and  the  keen  iatire 
that  was  exercifed  againft  his  meafures  and  nuuiagemcnt^ 
by  a  few  members  in  the  oppoCition.  Sir  WiUiam  Wynd-* 
ham  poiTefled  all  the  energy  of  elocution :  Mr,  Shippea 
was  calm,  intrepid,  (hrewd,  and  (arcaftick ;  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  fly,  infinuating,  and  ironical.  Mr.  W.  P.  Inherited 
from  nature  a  good  underftanding,  which  he  had  ftudioufly 
cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  members  in 
the  HouTe  of  Commons,  esLtremely  well  qualified  to  judge 
of  literary  productions  ;  well  read  in  htftory  and  poli- 
ticks i  deeply  (killed  in  the  Britifli  conftitudon,  the  detail 
of  government,  and  the  natiire  of  the  finances.  He  fpoke 
with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon  warmth  of  decla- 
mation, which  was  faid  to  be  the  efFed  of  perfonal  ani- 
mpfity  to  Sir  R.  W.  with  whom  he  had  Jbeen  formerly 
Gonne^ed. 

§  III.  Ah  exprefs  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
June»  with  an  account  of  the  King's  death,  his  late 
Majefty  King  George  II.  repaired  from  Richmond,  wheoe 
he  received  this  intelligence)  to  Leicefter«Houfe ;  and  the 
members  of  the  privy«>council  being  aflembled^  weie  fworn 
^-new.  The  King  declared  his  firm  purpofe  to  preierve 
the  confiitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  to  cultivate 
thofe  alliances  which  his  father  had  made  witii  foreign 
princes.  At  the  fame  time,  he  took  and  fubfcribed  the 
oath  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  required 
by  the  z&  of  Union.  Next  day  he  was  proclaimed  King 
of  Great-Britain.  The  j>arliament  aflembled  in  puifuance 
jof  the  aft  made  for  that  |>urpofe3  but  was  immediately 
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ptetogmi  hf  cOQimiffion  to  the  fwentf -fevcnth  clay  of  the 

mojith,    AU  the  great  officcra  of  iate  continued  m  their  

places  :  Sir  Robert  Walpok  kept  poilcffion  of  the  Trea-       I^^ 
fury  3  and  the  fyflem  of  politicks  which  the  late  king 
had  fcftaUiihed  underwent  mo  fort  of  alteration.     The 
King,  id  his  Q>eecii  to  both  Houfea  at  the  opening  of  the 
feifion»  pr^Ifed  a  fixed  refolution  to  merit  the  love  and 
affedion  of  his  people^  by  maintaining  them  in  the  fuH 
enjoyment  of  their .  rdigious  and  civil  rights.    He  pro* 
luifol  to  leflen  the  publick  expenfe  as  foon  as  the  circum-^ 
fiances  of  affairs  would  permit :  be  obfiarved  to  the  Qtmn 
mons,  that  the  grant  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  civil-lift 
revenues  was  now  determined  j  and  that  it  would  be  ne« 
ceflkry  for  them  to  make  a  new  provifion  for  the  fupport 
of  him  and  his  family  :  laftly,  he  recommended  it  to  bodf 
Houles  to  defpatch  the  bufinefs  tbat  ihould  be  neceiTaril^ 
brought  before  tfaem^  as  the  feaion  of  the  year  and  the 
eircumftances  of  dme  required  their  preftnce  in  the  coun- 
try.   AddreiTes  of  condolance  and  congratulation  being 
drawn  up  and  prefented,  the  Commonsi  in  ^  committee  of 
die  whole  HouTe^  took  into  confideraiion  a  motion  for  a 
Aipply  tx>  his  iMfl^y.     Sir  Robert  Waipok  having  eb^ 
ferved  that  the  annual  fum  of  fevsn  hundred  l^oufand 
pounds  granted  to»  and  fettled  on  the  late  King,  had 
fallen  fimrt  every  year;  and  that  his  prefent  Majefty's 
expen&s  were  likely  to  incieafe,  by  reaibn  of  the  largenefs 
of  his  family^  moved  that  the  entife  revenues  of  the  civil* 
lift,  which  produced  about  etg&t  hundl-ed  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  (hould  be  fcfttled  on  the  King  during  his  life. 
Mr.  Shtppenoppofed  this  motion,  as  inconfiftent  with  thtf 
trufl;  repoied  in  them  as  reprefentatrves  of  the  people,  who 
ought  to  be  very  frugal  in  exercifing  the  right  of  giving 
«way  the  pubKcfc  money^     He  faid  the  fum  of  feven 
Kutidred  lhou(and  pounds  was  not  obtained  for  his  late 
Majefty  without  a  long  and  folemn  debate;  ^d  every 
member  who  c6nte|ided  for  it  at  that  time  allowed  it  to 
be  an  ample  royal  revenue  :  that,   although  his  Majefty'^ 
Family  Oiould  bo  enlarged,  a  errcumilance  which  had  beeik 
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urged  as  one  reafon  for  the  inott6n,  he  prefutn^d  the  Tip'* 
pointinents  of  Prince  Frederick  would  be  mtrch  inferi6f 
^jlyT^  to  thofe  fettled  on  his  prefent  Majefty  when  heivas  Prince 
of  Wales  :  befides,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  trUaiy  perfonal, 
many  particular  expenfes  in  the  bte  reign,  efpecially  thoftf 
for  frequent  journies  to  Hanover,  would  be  ^ifcOntinued^ 
and  entirely  ceafe.    He  obferved-  that  theti vil-Kft  branches 
in  the  Queen's  reign  did  not  often  exceed  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand   pounds^;    neverthekfs,  flie 
called  upon  her  parliament  but  once,  in  a  reign  of  thirteen 
years,  to  pay  the  debts  cohtraSed  in  her   civil  govcrrt- 
ment ;  and  thefe  were  occaftoned  by  the  unparalleled  in-* 
fiances  of  her  piety  and  generofity.     She  gave  the  firft- 
fruhs   and   tenths,  arifing  to  nineteen  thoufand  pounds 
a-year,  as  an  augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the  p6or 
clergy.     She  beftowed  five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum, 
out  of  the  Poft-Office,  on  the  Dnke  of  Marlborough  :  fhe 
fufFered  feven   hundred  pounds  to  be  charged  weekly  oa 
the  fame  ofEce,  for  the  feri^iee  of  the  publick :  Ihe  ex- 
pended feveral  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  building  the 
caftle  of  Blenheim :  ihe  allowed  four  thoufand   pounds 
annually  to  Prince  Charles  olf  Denmark :  Ihe  fuftained 
great  lofles  by  the  tin  contra£i: :  fhe  fupported  the  poor 
Palatines :  fhe  exhibited  many  other  proofs  of  royal  boun- 
ty ;  and  immediately  before  her  death  fhe  had  formed  a 
plan  of  retrenchment,    which  would  have  reduced  her 
yearly  expenfes  to  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  forty^one  pounds.     He  affirmed  that  a 
million  ^a  year  would  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  on  the 
exorbitant  expenfes,  fo  often  and  fo  juftly  complained  of 
in  the  Houfe  of   Commons :   that   over  and  above  the 
yearly  allowance  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  many 
occafional  taxes,  many  exceffive  fums  were  raifed,  and  all 
funk   in   the  bottomlefs  gulf    of  fecret  feryice.      Two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pound3  were  raifed  in  defiance 
of  the  ancient  parliamentary  methods,  to  feciire  the  kind- 
dom  from  a  Swedifh  invafion :  then   the  two   Infurance 
offices  were  ere£ted,  and  paid  near  three  hundred  thoufand 

pounds 
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poiindsfor  their  charters :  our  enmity  with  Sweden  being  C  H  aK 
changed  into  alliance,  a  fubfidy  of  feventy-two  thoufand  *_  ^  -  ^ 
pounds  was  implicitly  granted,  to  fulfil  fome  fecret  engage-  17*7. 
ment  with  that  crown :  four-and- twenty  thoufand  pounds 
were  given  for  burning  merchant  fhips  arrived  from  in- 
feded  places,  though  the  goods,  which  ought  to  have  been 
deftroyed  for  the  publick  fafety,  were  afterwards  privately 
fold :  a  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  de^ 
manded,  and  granted,  for  paying  the  debts  of  the  civil- 
lift;  and  hi5  Majefty  declared,  by  meffage,  he  was  re-  ' 
fblved  to  retrench  his  expenfes  for  the  future.  .  Notwith- 
flandihg  this  refolution,  in  lefs  than  four  years,  a  new 
deitoand  of  the  like  fum  was  made  and  granted,  todifcharge 
new  incumberances  :  the  Spaniih  fhips  of  war  which  Ad- 
miral Byng  took  in  the  Mediterranean  were  fold  for  V 
confiderable  fum  of  money  :  one  hundred,  and  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds  were  granted  in  the  laft  feffion,  to  be 
fecretly.difpofed  of  for  the  publick  utility ;  and  there  was 
ftill  a  debt  in  the  civil  g'overnment,  amountting  to  above  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  He  took  notice,  that  this 
amazing  extravagance  happened  under  the  condud  of 
perfons  pretending  to  furpafs  all  their  predeceflbrs  in  the 
knowledge  dnd  care  of  the  publick  revenue :  that  as  none 
of  thefe  fums  had  been  accounted  for,  they  were,  in  all 
prabability,  employed  in  fervices  not  fit  to  be  owned. 
He  faid,  he  heartily  wifhed  that  time,  the  great  difcoverer 
df  hidden  truths,  and  concealed  iniquities,  might  produce 
aliftof  all  fuch  as  had  been  perverted  from  their  publick 
duty  by  private  penfions ;  who  had  been  the  hired  flaves 
and  the  corrupt  inftruments  of  a  profufe  and  vain-glorious 
adminiftratiod.  He  propofed,  that,  inftead  of  granting  an 
addition  to  the  civil-lift,  they  fhould  reftridt  that  revenue 
to  a  certain  fum,  by  cancludifig  the  queftion  with  thefe 
words,  ^^  in  like  manner  as  they  were  granted  and  con- 
"  tinued  to  his  late  Majefty,  fo  as  to  make  up  the  clear 
•*  yearly  fum  of  fevcn  hundred  thoufand  pounds."  To 
thefe  particulars,  which  were  indeed  unanfwertible,  no 
reply  was  made.    Even   this  mark  of  decency  wasr  laid 

'aiide^ 
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a&ile»  as  idle  and  fiiperfluous.    The  Houie  agreed  to  lh« 

motion ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  better  Aipport 

if%f»  Of  bis  Majefty's  houfebold.  The  Commooa  having  re^ 
xeived  a  mefiage  from  the  King,  defiring  they  would  make 
further  proviilon  for  the  Qtfeen  his  confort,  refolved,  That 
in  cafe  (he  (bould  furvive  his  Majefly,  tbe  fum  of  onei 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  ihould  be  fettled  upon  hei^  for 
life,  charged  upon  the  revenues  of  the  civil-lifti  tc^ther 
with  his  Majefty's  palace  of  Somerfet-Houfe,  and  Rich- 
mond Old  Park,  A  bill  was  formed  on  this  refolutiofi, 
which,  as  well  as  the  other,  pafled  both  Houfes :  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  aflent  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  July, 
when  the  King,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  exprefibd 
bis  fatisfadion  with  their  condu£l;  and  congratulated 
them  upon  the  wealth  and  glory  of  the  nation,  by  which 
they  had  acquired  fuch  weight  in  holding  the  balance  of 
'Europe,  Then  the  Lord«Chancellor  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  twenty*ninth  day  of  Auguft;  but  on  the 
feventh  of  that  month  a  proclamation  waaiflued  for  diflblv-^ 
iiigthis^and  convoking  another^ 

§  IV.  In  the- interim  fome  changes  were  made  in  differ- 
ent departments  of  civil  oeconomy.  Lord  VifcOunt  Tor*^ 
tington  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty :  the  Earl 
of  Weftmorland  vvas  appointed  £rft  lord-eommiffioneT 
oftrade  and  plantations.  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  Earl 
of  Chefterfield,  a  nobleman  remarkable  for  his  wit,  elo- 
quence, and  polifiied  manners,  was  nominated  ambaflador 
to  the  Hague.  The  privy-council  being  diflblved,  anotlber 
was  appointed  of  the  members  then  prefefit.  The  Duke 
of  Devonfliire  was  dignified  with  the  place  of  prefident  ^ 
afid  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban's  was  appointed  mafler  of  thd 
hoffe.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  O£hober  the  coronation  of 
^  King  and  Queen  was  performed  at  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  with  the  ufiial  folemnity*.    By  this  time  thcf 

courts 

*  King  George  II.  afcended  the  throne  in  the  forty*fbarth  year  of  his 
1^.  On  the  iecond  day  of  SepteiBber»  17051  he  efpoufed  the  Princefo 
Wilhelmuia   Chailotu  CaroHAe^  daughter  to  John  Frederick  Marqmt  of 

Brahdeabiu*^ 
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courts  of  France  and  Spain  were  perfedly  reconciled :   all    .^^^  ^' 
Europe  was   freed  from  the  calamities  of  war;  and   the    ^      1  ^ 
peace  of  Great-Britain  fuiFered  nointerruption,  except  from        i7>7i 
feme  tranfient  tumults  among  the  tinners  of  Cornwall, 
who,  Ijeing  provoked  by  a  fcarcity  of  corn,  rofe  in  arms, 
and  plundered  the  granaries  of  that  county, 

§  V.  The  eleSions  in  England  and  Scotland  for  tho 
parliament  having  fucceeded  on  the  new  fyftem,  according 
to  the  wiflies  of  the  miniftry,  the  two  Houfes  met  on  the 
twenty-thirdday  of  January,  wh^n  the  Commons  unani* 
moufly  chofe  for  their  Speaker  Arthur  Onflow,  Efquire, 
knight  of  the  {hire  for  Surrey,  a  gentleman  of  extenfivQ 
knowledge,  worth,  and  probity,  grave,  eloquent,  vene- 
rable, and  every  way  qualified  for  the  difcharge  of  that 
honourable  and  important  oiSce.  The  King,  in  his 
fpeech  to  this  new  parliament,  declared,  that,  bythelaft 
advices  from  abroad,  he  had  reafon  to  hope  the  difficulties 
which  had  hitherto  retarded  the  execution  of  the  prelimi-p 
naries,  and  the  opening  of  the  congrefs,  would  foon  be 
entirely  removed  :  in  the  mean  time,  he  reprefented  the 
abfolute  neceility  of  continuing  the  preparations  which 
had  hitherto  fecured  the  nation,  and  prevented  an  open 
rupture  in  Europe.  He  promifed,  that  his  iirft  care  ffaould 
be  to  reduce  from  time  to  time  the  expenfe  of  the  publick, 
as  often,  and  as  foon  as  the  int^reft  and  fafety  of  bis  people 
would  permit  fuch  reduction.  He  cxprefled  an  earneft 
defireof  feeing  the  foundation  laid  of  lan  efFedlual  fchemo 
for  the  increafe  and  encouragement  of  feamen  in  general, 
that  they  might  be  invited  rather  than  compelled  into,  the 
ferviqe  of  their  country.     Finally,  he  recommended  una^  ' 

nimity,  zeal,  and  defpatch  of  the  publick  bufinefs.  Thof^^ 
fpepches,  penned  by  the  minifter,  were  compofed^  with  a 
view  to  foothe  the  n^inds  of  the  people  into  an  immediate 

Vol,  II.  F  f  conpurrenc:e 

Brandenburgh-Anfpach,  |jy  whom  he  hj^d  two  fons,  Frcderfck  Louis  Princt 
of  Wales,  bom  at  Hanover,  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  1707,  an4 
William  Auguftus,  born  at  London,  on  the  i&fteenth  day  ,of  April,  ijai, 
She  had  likewife  bofn  four  princeflfes,  namely,  Anne,  Amelia,  Carolina, 
Mary,  and  was  afterwards  delivered  o(  Louifa,  mfirried  iq  the  fei^uel  to  (bft 
Kinjof  Dannifirk, 
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concurrence  with  the  meafures  of  the  government;   xyxxt 
without  any  intention  of .  performing  thofe  promiibff  of 
ii^^^      ceconomy,  reformation,    and  national  advantage.      The 
two  Houfes  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  expreilion^  of 
applaufe  and  afFedlion  to  bis  Majefty.     The  Lords,  in 
their  add refs,  hailed  him   as  the  heft  of  kings,   and  true 
father  ef  his  country.    The  Commons  exprefled  the  warm- 
eft   fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  bleffings   they  enjoyed   in 
his  r^eign^  though  it  was  not  yet  eight  n»K)nths  old.     They 
approved  of  all  his  tranfadions  j  promifed  to  fupport  him 
in   all  his  undertakings  ;  and  declared  they  would  chcar- 
fully  grant  whatever  fupplies  fhould  be  wanted  for  the 
publick  fervice.     Having  confidered  the  efiimates  which 
were  laid  before  them  by  order  of  his  Majcfty,  they  voted 
two-and-twenty  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty^^fivc  men 
for  guards  and  garrifons ;  and  fifteen  thoufand  feamen  for 
theferviceof  the  enfuing  year.    They  granted  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three 
pounds,  for  the  maintenance  of  twelve  thoufand  Heffian 
troops  \  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  thoufand  pemnds  to  the  King  of 
Sweden  ;  and   half  that  fum  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
Wolfenbuttel*.   The  expenfe  of  the  year  amounted  to  four 
millions,  raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  three  fhillings   in  the 
pound,  a  malt- tax,  and  by  borrowing  of  the  Bivnk  one 
million  feven  hundred   and '  fifty  thoufand   pounds ;  fot 
which  annuities  to  the  amount  of  feven  ty  thoufand  pounds, 
tobe  raifed  by  duties  on  coals  imported  into  the  city  of 
London,  were  granted  to  that  corporation. 

§  VL  All  thefe  fums,  however,  were  not  granted  with- 
out queflion.  The  number  of  land-forces  occafioned 
a  debate ;  and  the  Heffian  auxiliaries  were  not  allowed 
without  difpute  and  oppofition.  When  they  deliberated 
on  the  loan  of  the  Bank,  Mr.  W.  Pulteney  obferved,  that 
the  ihifting  of  funds  was  but  perpetuating  taxes,  and  putting 

off 

*  Nothing  could  be  a  greater  burlefque  upo)i  negociation    than  this  treaty 

ot' alliance  concluded  with  the  petty  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttel,  who  very  gfaveTy 

guarantees  to  his   Britannick  Majefly  the  poileilion  of  his  three  kiogdomsy 

.  and  obliges  himfelf  tofupply  his  Majedy  with  five  thoufand  men,  in  confidev- 

acion  of  an  annual  fubfidy  of  five.and- twenty  thoufand  povadt  for  four  jean« 
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off  the  evil    day :  that  notwithftanding  the  great  merit 
which  fome  perfons  had  buill  on  the  finking  fund,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  national  debt  had  been  increafed  Jince  the       \^^^^ 
fetting  up  that  pompous  project.     Some  warm  altercation 
pafied  between  him  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  this  fubjedl. 
The  lord'-mayor,    aldermen^     and   common-council    of 
London   prefented  a  petition,  fetting  forth,  that  the  duties 
already  laid  upon  coals  and  culm  imported  into  London 
afFeded  the  trade  of  that  city  only;  that  the  inequality  of  thd 
burthen  was  a  great  difcouragement  to  their  manufactures, 
and  an   hardihip  upon  all  the  trading  inhabitants.     The 
petition  was  rejeded,  and  the  tax  impofed.     The  Houfe; 
having  addrefied  the  King  for  a  particular  and  diftin£l  ac- 
count  of  the  diftribution  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  charged  to  have  been  iflued  for  fecuring  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom^  and  preferving  and  re-^ 
ftoring  the  peace  of  Europe,    he  declined  granting  their 
requeft,  but  fignified  in  general,   that  part  of  the  money 
had  been  ifiued^and  difburfed  by  his  late  Majefty,  and  the 
remainder  by  himfelf,  for  carrying  on  the  fame  necefiary 
fervices,    which  required    the    greateft   fecrefy.     Such  a 
meflfage  in  the  reign  of  King   William  would  have  raifed 
a  dangerous  flame  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Mr.   W.  An^  J7»8< 
Pulteney  inveighed  againfl:  fuch  a  vague  and  general  way 
of  accounting  for  the  publick  money,  as  tending  to  render 
parliaments  altogether  infignificant,  to  cover  embezzle- 
ments,   and    to   fcreen  corrupt  and    rapacious   minifiers. 
The  Commons  having  taken  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  the  national  debt^  examined  the  accounts,  and  interro- 
gated the  proper  officers.     A  motion  was  made  by  a  court 
member,  that  it  appeared   the  morves  already  iffued  and 
applied  towards    difcharging  the  national  debtSj  together 
with  a  fum  to  be  iflued    at  Lady-day,  amounted  to  fix 
millions  fix  hundred  forty-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  'fixty-two   pounds,   five   {hillings,  one    penny,   one 
farthing.     Jn^aln  did  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition  expofe 
the  fallacious  tendency  of  this  motion.     In  vain  did  they 
demonfirate  the  fraudulent  artifice  ufed  in  drawing  up  the 

F  f  2  accounts  i 
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accounts :  the  motion  was  carried  ;  and  feveral  refolutions 
were  taken  on  the  ftate  of -the  national  debts.  In  the 
J728,  particular  account  of  thefe  debts,  upon  which  the  Houfe 
refolved  to  form  a  reprefentation  to  his  Majefty,  an  article 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  relating  to  the  duty 
upon  wrought  plate  was  totally  omitted.  This  extra- 
ordinary omiffion  being  difcovered)  gave  rife  to  a  very  warm 
debate,  and  to  very  fevere  reflexions  againft  thofe 
who  fuperintended  the  publick  accounts*  This  error  being 
redlified,  a  committee  appointed  for  thepurpofe  drew  up 
the  reprefentation,  containing  a  particular  detail  of  the 
national  debts  difcharged  and  incurred  fince  the  twenty-. 
fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven.^ 
hundred  and  fixteen,  with  a  ftate  of  the  (inking  fund  and 
of  the  publick  credit.  The  draft  being  approved  by 
the  Houfe,  was  prefented  to  the  King,  who  received  it 
gracioufly.  He  took  this  opportunity  of  faying,  that  the 
provifion  made  for  gradually  difcharging  the  national  debt 
was  now  become  fo  certain  and  confiderable,  that  nothing 
but  fome  unforefeen  event  could  alter  or  diminifh  it:  a 
circumftance  that  afforded  the  faireft  profpeft  of  feeing 
the  old  debts  difcharged,  without  anyneceffity  of  incurring 
new  incumberances. 

§  VII.  This  anfwer,  fraught  with  many  other  cxprcf- 
fions  of  fatherly  tendernefs  for  his  people,  paved  the  way 
for  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe,  demanding  a  vote  of  credit  to 
fulfil  certain  engagements  entered  into,  and  concerted  with 
the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  laft  parliament,  for 
fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and 
for  reftoring  and  preferving  the  peace  of  Europe,  Though 
a  debate  enfued  upon  this  meflage,  the  majority  refolved 
that  an  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  de- 
claring the  duty  and  fidelity  of  the  Commons,  their  entire 
confidence  in  his  royal  care  and  goodnefs,  and  their  readi- 
nefs  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  fulfil  his  engagen^ents.  A 
vote  of  credit  pafled  accordingly.  During  this  feffion,. 
the  peers  were  chiefly  employed  in  examining  copies  of 
feveral  treaties  and  alliances  which  the  King  fubmitted  to 

their 
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tfheir' perufal:  they  likevvife  prepared  a  bill  for  amending 
^heftatuteoflimitation,  which,  however,  did  not  pafs  into 
a  law:  they  confidered  the  ftate  of  the  national  debt;  a  iji^. 
fubjeft  fruiful  of  debates :  they  pafied  the  mutiny-bill, 
and  thofe  that  were  fent  up  from  the  Commpns,  touching 
the  fupplies;  together  with  an  adt^  obliging  fhips  ar- 
riving from  infeded  places  to  perform  quarantine; 
and  fome  others  of  a  more  private  nature.  Thefe  bilk 
having  received  thd  royal  aflent,  the  King  clofed  the 
fefSon  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  when  he  thanked 
the  Commons  for  the  efFedual  fupplies  they  had  raifed, 
and  i(i  particular,  for  having  empowered  him  to  borrow 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  difcharge  of  wage» 
Jue  to  the  feamen  employed  in  the  navy. 

§  VIIL  England  was  at  this  period  quite  barren  of  re- 
inarkable  events.     The  King's  uncle,   Erneft  Auguftus, 
Prince  of  Brunfwick,    Duke  of  York,  and   Bifhop   of 
Ofnabruck,   died  on   the   third  day  of  Auguft,  and  was 
fucceeded  in   the  biflioprick  by  the  Elector  of  Cologn, 
according  to  the  paflum  by  which  Ofnabruck  is  alter- 
nately poflefled  by  the  houfe    of  Brunfwick    and   that 
EleSor.     In  the    beginning  of  December,  his  Majefty's 
^Idefl:  fon  Prince  Frederick  arrived  in  England  from  Hano- 
ver,   where'  he  had    hitherto  refided,  was  introduced  into 
the  privy-council,  and  created  Prince  of  Wales.     Signior. 
Como,  refident  from  the  Duke  of  Parma,  was  ordered  to 
quit  the  kingdom,  becaufe  his  mafter  paid  to  the  Pretender, 
the  honours .  due    to  the  King  of  Great-Britain.     Thp 
congrefs  opened  at  Soiflbns,  for  determining  all  difpute$ 
among  the  powers  of  Europe,   proved   inefFcclual.     Such 
difficulties  occurred  in  fettling   and  reconciling    fo  many 
different  pretenfions  and    interefts,   that  the  contradling^ 
parties  in  the  alliance  of  Hanover   propofed  a  provifional 
treaty,  concerning  which  no  definitive  anfwer  was  given 
as  yet  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid.     The  fate  of 
Europe,  therefore,  continued   in   fufpenfe:  the  Englifli 
fleet  lay    inaftive  and  rotting  in  the   Weft-Indies :    the 
ikilorsperiibedmiferably,  without  daring  to  avenge  their 
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b6o!C     country's  wrongs ;  while  the  Spanilh   cruifers  committed 
.        *     .  depredations  with^  impunity  on  the  commerce  of  Great- 
1728,,     Britain.     The  court  of  Spain,  at  this  junSure,   feemed 
cold  and  indifferent  with  regard  to  a  pacification  with  Eng- 
land.    It  had  renewed  a  good  underftanding  with  France, 
and  now  ftrengthened   its  rntereft  by  a  double  alliance  of 
marriage  with  the  royal  family  of  Portugal.     The  Infanta 
of  this  houfe  was   betrothed  to  the  Prince  of  Afturias : 
I    '    while  the  Spanifh  Infanta,  formerly  affianced  to  the  French 
King,   was  now  matched  With  the  Prince  of  Brafil,  eldeft 
ion  of  his  Portuguefe  .Majefty.     In  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, the  two  courts  met  in  a  wooden   houfe  built  over  the 
little  river  Coya,  that  fep^rates  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
there  the  princeffes  were  exchanged. 

§  IX.  The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  meeting  accord- 
ing to  their  laft  prorogation  on  the  twenty- firft  day  of 
January,  the  King  in  hjs  fpeech  communicated  the  nature 
of  the  negociation  at  the  congrefs.  He  demanded  fuch 
fupplies  as  might  enable  him  to  adl  vigoroufly  in  concert 
with  his  allies,  provided  his  endeavours  to  eftablifli  an  ad- 
vantageous peace  fbould  mifcarry ;  and  he  hinted,  that  the 
dilatory  conduct  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  pro- 
ceeded in  a  great  meafure  from  the  hopes  that  were  given^ 
of  creating  difcontents  and  divifions  among  the  fubjefis 
of  Great-Britain.  This  fuggeftion  was. a  minifterial  arti- 
fice to  inflame  the  zeal  and  refentment  of  the  nation,  and 
intimidate  the  members  in  the  oppofition.  Accord* 
ingly  the  hint  was  purfued,  and  in  the  addrefles  from 
both  Houfes,  that  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable,  con- 
fidering  the  manner  in  which  they  were  dilated,  particu- 
lar notice  was  taken  of  this  article :  both  Peers  and  Com- 
mons expreflfed  their  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  thofe, 
who,  by  fuch  bafe  and  unnatural  artifices,  fuggefted  the 
^  means  of  diftreffing  their  country,  and  clamoured  at  the 

inconveniencies   which  they   themfelves   had  occafioned. 
In  thefe  addrefles,  likcwife,  the  parliament  congratulated 
his  Majefty  on   the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  his 
^riti(h  dominions  i  and  the  Commons  fent  a  particular 
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r  cofinpliment  to  his  royal  highnefs  on  that  occafion.     The 

:  eftimates  having  been  examined  in  the  ufual  form^^t^ic 

i  Houfe  voted  fifteen  thoufand  feamen  for  the  enfuingyear;       17*?*- 

I  but  the  motion  for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  land- 

I  forces  which  had  been  allowed  in  the  preceding  year,  was 

not  carried  without  difpute.  All  the  arguments  againft  a 
Handing  army  iii  time  of  peace,  as  inconfiflent  with  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  were  repeated  with  great  vivacity  by  Mr.  Shippen 
and  Mr.  W.  Pulteney.  Thefe,  however,  were  anfwered, 
and  reprefented  as.abfurd,  by  Mr.  Horatio  Waj pole  and 
Mr.  D.  twoftaunch  adherents  of  the  minifter.  Ti%c  firft 
had,  in  defpite  of  nature,  been  employed  in  different  ne- 
gociation^ :  he  was  blunt,  aukward,  and  flovenly  :  an 
orator  without  eloquence,  an  ambafiador  without  dignity, 
and  a  plenipotentiary  without  addrefs.  The  other  had 
natural  parts  and  acquired  knowledge ;  fpoke.with  con- 
fidence ;  and  in  difpute  was  vain,  farcaftick,  petulant,  and 
verbofc.  ' 

§  X.  The  fubfidies  to  Sweden,  HeffeXaffeJ,  and  Woi- 
.  fenbuttel  were  continued,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
flrances  of  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  and  Mr, 
Pulteney  %  which  laft  obferved,  .that  as  the  Landgrave  of 
.  Heffe-Caffel,  and  the  Duke  of  Bruufwick  Wolfenbuttel^ 
ufually  maintained  a  certain  iiuniber  of  troops  in  their 
^  pay,  it  was  but  reafonable  that  Great-Britain  ihould  de«- 
fray  no  more  than  the  expenfe  of  the  additional  forces 
which  thofe  power6  had  raifed,  in  confequence  of  their 
conventions  with  the  King  of  England.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  perceiving  that  this  remark  made  an  impreffion 
on  the  Houfe,  thought  it  neceflary  to  vindicate  his  mea- 
ftire :  he  expatiated  upon  the  wifdom  of  the  late  King,  in 
concluding  the  Hanover  alliance.  He  affirmed  that  the 
convention  with  HeiTe-CaiTel  had  prevented  a  war  in  the 
empire,  for  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had  made  great 
preparations :  that  the  Emperor  had  not  only  augmented 
his  own  forces  by  tbe  help  of  Spaniih  fubfidies,  but  alfo 
retained  the  tfoops  of  three  eledlors ;  and  if  he  had  not 
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been  over-awed  by  the  Heffians,  would  certainly  have  te-* 
jeSed  the  preliminaries,  and  all  other  advances  towards 
a  pacification  :  that,  therefore,  they  ought  not  to  grudge 
an  expenfe  which  had  already  proved  fo  beneficial  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe.     Sir  Jofeph   Jekyll  replied,  that 
whatever  glofs   might  be  put  upon  fuch  meafures,  they 
were  repugnant  to  the  maxims  by  which  England. in 
former  times  had  fleered  and   fquared  its  condufl  with 
l-elation  to  its   intereft  abroad  :    that   the  navy  Was    the 
natural  ftrength  of  Great    Britain— its   beft  defenfe  and 
fecurity  :  but  if,  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  they  fliould  be  Co 
free-hearted  as  to  buy  and  maintain  the  forces  of  foreign 
princes,  they  were  never  like  to  fee  an  end  of  fuch  extra- 
vagant expenfes.     This  gentleman,  who  exercifed  the 
office  of  mafter  of  the  Rolls,  had  approved  himfelf  a  zealous 
defender  of  Whig  principles,  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  fenfible 
fpeaker,  and  a  confcientious  patriot.     The  fupplies  were 
taifed  by  a  continuation  of  the  land-tax,  the  duties  upon 
tnalt,  cyder,  and  perry,  an  additional  impofition  on  un- 
malted  corn  ufed  in  diftilling,  and  by  fale  of  annuities  to 
the  Bank  not  exceeding  fifty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 
§  XI.  Petitions  were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
from  themerchants  of  London,  Liverpool,  and  Briftol,  com- 
plamingof  the  interruptions  they  had  fufFered  in  their  trade 
for  feveral  years,  by  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft,Lndies.     Thefe  being  confidered,  the  Houfe  ordered 
the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  produce  the  other  memorials 
of  fhe  fame  kind  which    they  had    received,   that   thev 

"!!f\!l  .Z^"'"  '•'"  ^""S^"'"''  ^*  Soiflbns  :  then  they 
addrelTed  h.s  JVlajefty  for  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  in-" 
ftrua.ons  which  had  h^en  fent  to  Admiral  Hofier,  and 
thofe  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  Weft- 
IndKi  fquadron.  Mr.  Oglethorpe  having  been  informed 
of  Clocking  cruelties  and  oppreffions  exercifed  by  gaolers 
upon  thcir  prifoners,  moved  for  an  examination  into  thefe 
praaices,  and  was  chofen  chairman  of  a  committee  ap- 
pomted  to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  the  gaols  of  the  kinH 
«tem.     They  began  with  the  Flcet-prifon^  which  thfy 

vifited 


GEORGE     11.  44t 

Vifitfcd  ill  a  body  ;  there  they  found  Sir  William  Rich, 
Baronet,  loaded  with  irons,  by  order  of  Bambridge  the 
warden,  to  whom  he  had  given  fome  flight  caufe  of  offenfe. 
They  made  a  difcovery  of  many  inhuman  barbarities, 
which  had  been  committed  by  that  ruffian,  and  dcte&cd 
the  moft  iniquitous  fcenes  of  fraud,  villainy,  and  extortion* 
When  the  report  was  made  by  the  committee,  the  Houfe 
unanimoufly  refolved,  that  Thomas  Bambridge,  afting 
warden  of  the  Fleet,  had  wilfully  permitted  feveral  debtor^fc 
to  efcape  j  had  been  guilty  of  the  moft  notorious  breaches 
of  truft,  great  extortions,  and  the  higheft  crimes  and  mif- 
demeanoufs  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  that  he  had 
arbitrarily  and  unlawfully  loaded  with  irons,  put  into 
dungeons^  and  dcftroyed  ptifoners  for  debt,  under  his 
charge,  treating  them  in  the  moft  barbarous  and  cruel 
manner,  in  high  violation  and  contempt  of  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom^  John  Huggins,  Efquire,  who  had  been 
warden  of  the  Fleet-prifon,  was  fubjedled  to  a  refolution 
of  the  fame  nature* .  The  Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  iefiring  he  would  direft  his  attorney-general 
forthwith  to  profecute  thcfe  perfons  and  their  accomplices, 
who  were  committed  prifoners  to  Newgate.  A  bill  was 
brought  in,  difabling  Bambridge  to  execute  the  office  of 
warden ;  another  for  the  ^better  regulating  the  prifon  of 
the  Fleet ;  and  for  more  efFeSually  preventing  and  punifti- 
ing  arbitrary  and  illegal  pradices  of  the  warden  of  the 
faid  prifon*. 

§  XII.  Other  merchants  complained  by  petition  of  the 
lofles  fuftained  by  the  Spaniards.  The  Houfe,  in  a  grand 
committee,  deliberated  on  this  fubjetft,  enquired  into  the 
particulars,  examined  evidence,  and  drew  up  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  defiring  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  for  preventing  fuch  depre- 
dations ;  for  procuring  juft  and  reafonable  fatisfa<9:ion  s 
and  for  fecuring  to  his  fubjedls  the  free  exercife  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  to  and  from  the  Britiih  colonies  in 

America, 

•  It  afterwards  appeared  that  fome  of  the  members  of  this  inqueft  were 
4ftuated  by  other  motives  £han  th'ofe  they  profeflcd  J  and  the  committee 
wa«  fufi^ered  Co  link  into  obJivioii« 
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America.  The  King  aflured  them  he  would  ufe  his  beft 
endeavours  to  anfwer  the  defires  and  expedations  of  his 
172S.  people,  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance  ;  and  they,  in 
another  addreis,  thanked  him  for  his  gracious  anfwer. 
They  did  not,  however,  receive  fuch  a  fatisfadory  reply 
to  a  former  addrefs,  touching  the  fum  of  fixty  tboufand 
pounds  that  had  been  ftated  in  the  publick  account,  with- 
out fpeciiication  of  the  particular  ufes  to  which  it  was 
applied.  His  Majefty  gave  them  to  underftand  that  the 
money  had  been  ilTued ,  and  difburfed  for  fecret  fervices  ; 
and  that  adi(lin£t  and  particular  account  of  thediftribution 
of  it  could  not  be  given  without  a  manifeft  prejudice  to 
the  publick.  A  bill  was  prepared  for  the  more  efFedual 
preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  eledlions  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament;  and  it  pafled  through  the  Houfc 
without  oppofition  :  but  their  attention  was  chiefly  em- 
ployed upon  the  Spanifb  depredations,  which  had  raffed  a 
great  clamour  through  the  whole  kingdom,  and  excited 
very  warm  difputes  in  parliament ;  forthey  were  generally 
reputed  the  fruits  of  negligence^  incapacity,  or  want  of 
vigour  in  the  minifters.  The  Commons  having  made 
further  progrefs  in  the  enquiry,  and  received  frefli  petitions 
from  the  merchants,  pafled  fome  refolutions,  in  which  the 
Spaniards  were  accufed  of  having  violated  the  treaties 
fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns;  and  with  having 
treated  inhumanly  the  maflers  and  crews  of  ihips  belong- 
ing to  Great-Britain.  They  juftified  the  inftrudions 
given  to  Admiral  Hofier,  to  feife  and  detain  the  flota  and 
galleons  of  Spain,  until  juftice  and  fatisfadlion  fliould  be 
rendered  to  his  Majefty  and  his  allies  ;  nay,  even  declared 
that  fuch  feifure  would  have  been  jufl:,  prudent,  and  ne« 
ceflary,  tending  to  prevent  an  open  rupture,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.  They  again 
addrefied  the  King  to  ufe  his  iendeavours  to  procure  fatif- 
hStion  ;  and  he  promifed  to  comply  With  their  requeft. 

§  Xni.  Mr.  Scroope,  member  for  Briftol,  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  entreating  his  Majefly  to  order  an  account  of 
the  produce  of  the  civil-lift  revenues  for  one  year  to  be 
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laid  before  the  Houfe.  The  addrefs  wa^  prefented,  the 
account  produced,  and  the  Houfe,  in  a  grand  committee, 
took  this  affair  into  confideration.  The  courtiers  affirmed 
that  they  fell  fiiort  of  the  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
iettled  upon  hisMajefty^  and  Mr.  Scroope  propofed  that 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  (hould 
oe  granted  to  the  King,  on  account  of  thofe  deficiencies 
and  arrears.  The  motion  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  other  members.  They  exprefTed  their  fur- 
prife  that  it  fhould  be  made  fo  late  in  the  feiCon,  whea 
no  further  demand  of  money  could  be  xeafonably  e}^pe£ted  ; 
and  they  faid  it  was  the  more  extraorxlinary,  becaufe  it 
appeared  in  the  former  feflion,  from  the  examination  of 
the  accounts  then  before  the  Houfe,  that  the  revenues  of 
the  civil- lifl  produced  yearly. a  much  greater  fum  than  that 
for  which  they  were  given.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  that 
the  accounts  and  papers  {hould  be  referred  to  the  examina- 
tion of  a  feleft  committee,  properly  empowered  to  invefli^ 
gate  the  truth.  The  minifters  oppofed  this  motion  ;  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative.  The 
majority  voted  the  fam  demanded  ;  and  in  a  bill  for  fet- 
tling the  price  of  imported  corn,  they  inferted  the  rcfo- 
lution  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  6n  account  of  arrears  dup 
Qn  the  civil-lift  revenues. 

§  XIV.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  having  prepared  a  bill  for 
the  more  effectual  puni(hment  of  forgery,  which  was  pailed 
into  a  law,  and  ordered  the  judges  to  bring  in  another^ 
on  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  cpnfider  the  cafe 
of  imprifoned  debtors,  at  length  deliberated  upon  the  fta(e 
of  the  nation,  particularly  the  pofitive  demand 'mad^  by 
the  court  of  Spain  for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  grounded 
on  a  letter  written  by  the  late  king  to  his  Catholick  Ma* 
jefty.  From  a  copy  of  the  letter  laid  before  the  Houfe,  it 
plainly  appeared  that  King  George  I.  bad  confented  to 
this  reftitution.  A  motion  being  made  for  a  refoIution» 
importing,  that  for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty,  and  the 
f  refervation  ^d  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
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the  kingdom,  efFedual  care  fhould  be  taken  in  the  prefent 
treaty  that  the  King  of  Spain  fhould  renounce  all  claim 
"^g^"  and  pretenfion  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  in  plain  and 
ftrong  terms,  a  debate  enfued,  and  the  queftion  being  put, 
pafied  in  the  negative,  though  not  without  a  proteft.  Then 
the  majority  refolved,  that  the  Houfe  did  entirely  rely  upon 
his  Majefty^  that  he  would,  for  maintaining  the  honour 
and  fccuring  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  effe£tual  care 
in  the  prefent  treaty  to  preferve  his  undoubted  right  to 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  When  the  Houfe  examined  the 
papers  relating  to  the  Spanifli  depredations,  many  fevere 
reflexions  were  uttered  againft  thecondu<Slof  theminiftry.j 
and  a  motion  was  made,  to  refolve  that  Hofier's  expedition 
was  an  unreafonable  burthen  on  the  nation  :  but  this  too 
was  reje'ded,  and  occafioned  another  proteft.  Nor  did  the 
claufe  in  the  corn-bill,  for  granting  one  hundred  and 
fifeeen  thoufand  pounds  to  his  Majefty,  pafs  through  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  without  warm  oppofition.  Divers  lords 
alledged,  that,  infiead  of  a  deficiency  in  the  civil-lift  reve- 
nues, there  was  A  confiderable  furplus  :  that  this  was  a 
new  grant,  and  a  hew  burthen  on  the  people  :  that  the 
nation  was  loaded,  not  to  compete,  but  to  augment  the 
ium  defigncd  for  the  civil- lift  ;  ^nd  this,  at  a  time  when 
the.  publick  debts  wiere  incrcafed  ^  when  the  taxes  were 
heavily  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  when  the  foreign 
trade  .of  Britain  was  tntumbered  and  diminiihed  ;  when 
lief  m^tafadures  were  decayed  ;  her  poor  multiplied ;  and 
&e  was  fufrounded  by.,  many  other  national  calamities. 
They  obferved,  that  if  the  produce  pf  the  civil-lift  revenue 
fiiould  not  amount,  to  the  yearly  fum  of  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  the  deficiency  muft  be  made  good  to 
hid  Majefty  by  the  publick ;  whereas  no  provifion  was 
made,  by  which,  if  the  produce  of  thefe  revenues  fhould 
■exceed  that  fum,  the  furplus  could  accrue  to  the  benefit 
of  the  publick  :  that,  by  this  precedent,  not  only  real  de- 
iiciefides  were  to  be  made  good,  but  alfo  fuppjies  were  to 
be  given  for  arrears  ftanding  out  at  the  end  of  every 
^ar^  which  Should  come  on  before  the  fiippliea  could  bo 
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granted,  though  the  fupply  given  to  make  good  arrears  in 
one  year  would  certainly  increafe  the  furplufages  in  an- 
other :  that  the  revenues  of  the  civil-lift  were  variable  in  1728. 
their  own  nature ;  and  even  when  there  is  a  deficiency 
in  the  produce,  there  might  be  arrears  in  the  receipt : 
thefe  might  be  eafily  increafed  by  the  manajgement  of  de« 
figning  minifters,  by  private  dire<5lions  to  receivers,  and 
by  artful  methods  of  ftating  accounts.  All  thefe  argu* 
ments,  and  other  obje£lions  equally  ftrong  and  plaufible, 
againft  this  unconfcionable  and  unparliamentary  motion, 
ferved  only  to  evince  the  triumph  of  the  miniftry  over 
ibame  and  fentiment,  their  contempt  of  publick  fpirit,  and 
their  defiance  of  national  reproach*. 

§  XV.  The  King  had,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  An.i;!^. 
March,  give;n  the  royal  aflent  to  five  bills ;  and  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May,  the  fame  fanAion  was  given  to 
thirty  other  bills,  including  an  zQ,  enabling  the  Queen 
to  be  regent  in  the  kingdom  during  his  Majefty's  abfence, 
without  taking  the  oaths  j  and  another  for  the  relief  of 
infolvent  debtors.  At  the  fame  time  two-and-thirty  pri- 
vate bills  were  paffed  :  then  the  King  expreffed  his  ap- 
probation of  the  parliament,  fignified  his  intention  to 
vifit  his  German  dominions,  and  ordered  the  Chancellor 
to  prorogue  both  Houfes.  His  Majefty  having  appointed 
the  Queen  regent  of  the  realm,  fet  but  for  Hanover,  on 
the  feventeenth  day  of  May,  in  order  to  remove  a  petty 
;nifunderftanding  which  had  happened  between  that  elec- 
torate and  the  court  of  Berlin.  Some  Hanoverian  fubjedts 
had  been  prefled  or  decoyed  into  the  fervice  of  Pruffia  j 
and  the  regents  of  Hanover  had  feifed  certain  .Pruffian 
officers,  by  \yay  of  reprifal.  The  whole  united  kingdom 
of  Great-Britain  at  this  junfture  enjoyed  uninterrupted 
repofe ;  and  commerce  continued  to  increafe,  in  fpite  of 
all  reftriftioh  and  difcouragement.  The  people  of  Ireland 
found  themfelves   happy  under  the  government  of  Lord 

Carteret ; 

•  The  peers  that  diftingaiihed  themfelves  in  the  oppofition  were  Beaufort, 
Straftbrd,  Craven,  Foley,  Lichfield,  Scarfdale,  Gower,  Mountjoy,  Plymouth, 
Bathurft,  Northampton,  Coventry,  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Willoughby  d^ 
Broke,  Boyle,  and  Warringtont 
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Carteret ;  and  their  parliament,  afiembling  in  the  mOnrth 
of  September,  arpproved  themfelves  the  fathers  of  their 
qountry.  They  eftabliihed  funds  for  the  difcharge  of  their 
national  debt,  and  for  maintaining  the  elcpenfe  of  govern-^ 
ment :  they  enaded  wholefome  laws  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures,  trade,  and  agriculture ;  and  they 
formed  wife  regulations  in  different  branches  of  civil 
ceconomy.  Some  time  after  this  feiBon,  which  was  con-*' 
du£ted  with  fo  much  harmony  and  patriotifm.  Lord  Car-r 
teret  returned  to  England  j  and  was  fucceeded  by  the^ 
Duke  of  Dorfet  in  the  government  of  that  kingdom.  In 
the  month  of  May,  Charles  Lord  Town(hend  refigned  the 
feab,  which  were  given  to  Colonel  Stanhope,  now  created 
Earl  of  Harrington;  fo  that  Sir  R.  W*  now  reigned 
without  a  rival.  James  Earl  of  Waldegrave  was  ap-> 
pointed  ambafTador  to  the  court  of  France,  which,  about 
that  time,  was  filled  virith  joy  by  the  birth  of  a  dauphin. 

§  X VL  In  the  month  of  September,  ViSor  Amadeus^ 
King  of  Sardinia,  refigned  his  crown  to  his  fon  Charles 
Emanuel,  Prince  of  Piedmont.  The  father  referved  to 
himfelf  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  per 
annum,  retired  to  the  caftle  of  Chamberry,  and  efpoufed 
the  Countefs  Dowager  of  St.  Sebaftian,  who  declined  the 
title  of  queen,  but  aiTumed  that  of  Marchionefs  of  So* 
merive.  Though  the  congrefs  at  Soiflbns  proved  abor-» 
tive,  conferences  were  begun  at  Seville,  between  the  pie* 
nipotentiaries  of  England,  France,  and  Spain;  and  a 
treaty  was  concluded  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  not 
only  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Emperor,  but  even 
contrary  to  his  right,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  quadruple  al- 
liance. On  this  fubje£t  he  communicated  an  imperial 
commifTorial  decree  to  the  ftates  of  the  empire  aflembled  in 
the  diet  at  Ratifbon,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  French 
minifter  De  Chavigny.  In  OSober  Peter  II.  Czar  of 
Mufcovy,  and  grandfon  of  Peter  I.  died  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  his  age,  at  Mofcow,  and  was  fucceeded  on  the 
Ruffian  throne  by  the  Princefs  Anne  Ivanowna,  fecond 
daughter  of  John  AIexowitz>  elder  brother  of  the  firft 

Peter, 


G    E    O    H    G    E      II.  447 

VtttTy  and  widow  of  Frederick  William  Duke  of  Cour-« 

land.    The  following  month  was  rendered  remarkable  by 

the  death  of  PopeBenedi£t  XIII.  in  whof^  room  Cardinal       1729, 

Laurence  Corfini  was  raifed  to  the  pontificate,  and  aiTumed 

the  name  of  Clement  XII. 

§  XVII.  The  Britifh  parliament  afTembling  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  King  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand)  that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  now  eftabli(hed  by  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  built  upon  the  foundation  of  former 
treaties,  and  tending  to  render  more  efFeSual  what  the 
contrading  powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance  were  .before 
engaged  to  fee  performed.  >  HeafTured  them  that  all  former 
conventions  made  with   Spain  in  favour  of  the  Britilh 
trade  and  navigation  were  renewed  and  confirmed :   that 
the  free  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  commerce  was 
reftored :  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  agreed  to  an  ample 
reftitution  and  reparation  for  unlawful  feifures  and  depre« 
dations :  that  all  rights,  privileges,  and  poflei&ons,  belong- 
ing  to  him  and  his  allies,  were  folemnly  re-eftabli(hed,  con- 
firmed, and  guaranteed ;  and  that  not  one  concefSon  was 
made  to  the  prejudice  of  his  fubjedls.     He  told  them  he 
had  given  orders  for  reducing  a  great  number  of  his  land- 
forces,  and  for  laying   up   great  part  of  the  fleet ;  and 
obferved  that  there  would  be  a  confiderable  faving  in  the 
expenfe  of  the  current  year.     After  both  Houfes  had  pre- 
fented  their  addrefles  of  thanks  and  congratulation  to  the 
King  on  the  peace  of  Seville,  the  Lords  took  that  treaty 
into  confideration,  and  it  did  not  pafs  enquiry  without 
fevere  animadverfion. 

§  X  VIIL  The  lords  in  the  oppofition  excepted  to  the  ar- 
ticle by  which  the  merchants  of  Great-Britain  were 
obliged  to  make  proof  of  their  lofles  at  the  court  of  Spain. 
They  faid  this  flipulation  was  a  hardfhip.upon  Britifh  fub- 
jects,  and  difbonourable  to  the  nation :  that  few  would  care 
to  undertake  fuch  a  troublefome  and  expenfive  journey,  ef- 
pecially  as  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  their  claims 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  Spaniards  ;  and,  after 
all,  they  would  have  no  more  but  the  flender  comfort  of 
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hoping  to  obtain  that  redfefa  by  doramiflirics  which  they 
had  not  been  able  to  procure  by  plenipotentiaries.     They 
T;!^]       thought  it  very  extraordinary,  that  Great-Britain  fhould 
be  bound  to  ratify  and  guarantee   whatever  agreement 
fhould  be  made  between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Dukes 
of  Parma  and   Tufcany,  concerning  the  garrifons  once 
eftabliflied  in  their  countries :  that  the  Englifli  ihould  he 
obliged   to  affift  in   eiFe£tuating  the  introdu£lion  of  fix 
thoufand  Spanifli  troops  into  the  towns  of  Tufcany  and 
Parma,  without  any  fpecification  of  the  methods  to  be 
taken,  or  the  charge  to  be  incurred  in  giving  that  afiiftance ; 
that  they  fliould  guarantee  for  ever,  not  only  to  Don 
Carlos,  but  even  to  all  his  fucceflbrs,  the  pofleifion  of  the 
eftates  of  Tufcany  and  Parma ;  a  ftipulation  which  in  all 
probability  would  involve  Great-Britain  in  endlefs  quarrels 
and  difputes,  about  a  country  with  which  they  had  no 
concern.     They  affirmed  that  the  treaty  of  Seville,  inftead 
of  confirming  other  treaties,   was  contradifiory  to  the 
quadruple  alliance,  particularly  in   the  article  of  intro- 
ducing  Spanifli  troops  into  Tufcany  and  Parma,   in  the 
room  of  neutral  forces  ftipulated  by  the  former  alliance  ; 
;ind  agreeing  that  they  fhould  there  remain  until  Don 
Carlos  and  his  fucceiTors  ihould  be   fecure  and  exempt 
from  all  events.     They  complained  that  thefe  alterations, 
from  the  tenour  of  the  quadruple  alliance  were  made 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Emperor,  and  even  with-r 
out  inviting  him   to  accede ;    an  affront  which   might 
^ilienate  his  friend&ip  frdm  England,  and  hazard  the  lo& 
of  fuch  an  ancient,  powerful,  and  faithful  ally  :  they  de- 
clared that  throughout  the  whole  treaty  there  feemed  to  be 
an  artful  omiffion  of  any  exprefs  ftipulation,  to  fecure 
Great-Britain  in  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca. 
Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  objedions  made  to  the  peace ; 
then  Lord  Bathurft  moved  for  a  refolution,  that  the  agree- 
ment on  the  treaty  of  Seville,   to  fecure  the  fucceffion  of 
Don  Carlos  to  the  duchies  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Pla- 
centia,   with  Spanifh  troops,  was  a  manifeft  violation  of 
%ht  fifth  article  of   the  quadruple  alliance,  tending  to 

involvQ 
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involve  the  nation  in  a  dangerous  and  expensive  war^  and 
to  deftroy  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,     The  queftion 
was  put^  and  the  motion  rejeded.     Such  too  was  the  fate        17194 
of  two  other  motions,   to  refolve  that   Great-Britain's 
right  of  fovereignty,  dominion,  pofleffion,  and  claim  to 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  were  not  afcertained  by  the  treaty 
of  Seville  y  and  that  the  ftipulations  in  that  treaty  for 
repairing   the  lofles  of  the  Britifh  merchants  were  infuf- 
ficient  and  precarious.     The  majority,  far  from  ftigma- 
tiling  this  tranfa<S^ion,  refolved  that  the  treaty  did  contain 
all  neceJTary  ftipulations  for  maintaining  and  fecuring  the 
honour,  dignity,  rights,  and  pofTeffions  of  the  crown :  that 
all  due  care  was  taken  therein  for  the  fupport  of  the  trade 
of  the  kmgdom,  and  for  repairing  the  lofles  fuftained  by 
the  Britiih  merchants.     On  thefe  refolutions  an  addrefs  of 
approbation  was  founded  :  but,  when  a  motion  was  made 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  order  to  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  all  penfions  payable  to  the 
crown,  it  was  immediately  refolved  in  the  negative.  Divers 
contefts  of  the  fame  kirld  arofe  upon  the  mutiny-bill,  the 
penfion-bill,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  twelve  thoufand 
Heifians ;   but  the  miniftry  bore  down  ail    oppositions 
though  their  triumphs  were  clogged  with  vigorous  protefts, 
which  did  not  fail  to  make  impreffion  upon  the  body  of 
the  people. 

§  XIX.  Nor  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  court  intereft  iii 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  altogether  pure,  and  free  from 
exception  and  difpute.  When  the  charge  of  the  land- 
forces  fell  under  the  confideration  of  the  Commons,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  fecretary  at  war,  moved  that  the 
number  of  effe<Siive  men  for  the  land-fervice  of  the  en-* 
fuing  year  fhould  be  fixed  at  feventeen  thoufand  fevert 
hundred  and  nine,  Mr.  Pulteney  infifted  upon  its  being 
reduced  to  twelve  thoufand.  Mr*  Shippen  affirmed  that 
Mr.  Pelham's  motion  was  a  flat  negative  to  the  addrefs 
for  whicli  he  voted  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  as  it 
plainly  implied  a  diftruft  of  the  validity  of  the  late  treaty, 
which   he  then  affured   the   Houfe   would    immediately 
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produce  all  the  bleffiAgs  of  an  abfblute  peace ;  anddellvef 
the  kingdom  from  the  appreheniions  and  inconveniencies 
1729.  of  a  war.  He  faid  the  motion  tended  dire£bly  towards 
the  cftablifhment  of  an  army  in  Great- Britain ^  which  he 
hoped  would  never  be  fo  far  Germanifed,  as  tamely  to 
fubmit  to  a  mtilitary  government.  He  obferved  that  the 
nation  coald  have  no  occaAon  for  all  the  troops  that  were 
demanded,  conddering  the  glorious  fceiie  of  affairs  which 
was  now  opened  to  all  Europe.  "  They  arc  not  neceflary 
*'  (faid  He)  to  awe  Spain  into  a  firm  adherence  to  its  own 
**  treaty  :  they  are  n6t  ricceflafy  to  force  the  Emperor 
<^  into  an  imm^iate  acceffion  ;  nor  are  they  in  any  fort 
'^  fteccflary  for  the  fafefy  of  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  go* 
**  vernment.  Force  and  violence  are  the  refortof  ufurpers 
*'  and  tyrants  only  ;  becaufe  they  are,  with  good  reafon, 
'^  difiruftful  of  the  people  whom  they  opprefs  ;  and  be« 
^^  caiife  they  have  no  other  fecurity  for  the  continuance 
^'  of  their  unlawful  and  unnatural  dominion,  than  what 
*'  depends  entirely  on  the  firength  of  their  armies/' 
The  motion,  however,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

§  XX.    Another  warm  debate  was  excited  by  a  bill 
which  the  courtiers  brought  in,  to  prevent  any  fubje£ls  of 
Great-Britain  from  advancing  fums  of  money  to  foreign 
princes  or  ftates,  without  having  obtained  licenfe  from 
his  Majefty,  under  his  privy-fcal,  or  fome  greater  authority. 
The  minifter  pretended  that  this  law  was  propofed  to  dif- 
able  the  Emperor,  who  wanted  to  borrow  a  great  fum  of 
the  Engllfli  merchants,  for  raifmg  and  maintaining  troops 
to  diflurb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     The  bill  contained 
a  claufe,  empowering  the  King  to  prohibit  by  proclamation 
*ill  fuch  loans  of  money,  jewels,  or  bullion :  the  Attorney- 
General  was  empowered  to  compel,  by  Englifh  bill,  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  the  effedlual   difcovery,  ono^,  of 
any  fuch  loans;  and  it  was  enaded,  that  in  default  of  an 
anfwer  to  any  fuch  bill  the  court  fhould  decree  a  limited 
fum  againft  the  perfon  refufing  to  anfwer.     Mr.  Daniel 
Pulteney,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon  talents  and  ability, 
and  particularly  acquainted  with  every  branch  of  commerce, 

argued 
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argued  ftrenuoufly  againft  this  bill,  as  a  reftr^int  iipoti 
trade  that  would  render  Holland  the  market  of  'Europe, 
and  the  mart  of  money  to  the  nations  of  the  continent;        1729 
He  faid,  that  by  this  general  prohibition^  extending  to  all 
princes,   ftates,  or  potentates,   the   Englifh  were  totally 
difabied  from  ailifting  their  beft  allies  :  that  among  others 
the  Kihg  of  Portugal  frequently  borrowed  money  of  the 
Englifli  merchants  refiding  within  his  dominions :  that 
while  the  licenfing  power  remained   in  the  crown,*^  the 
licenfes  Would  be  iflued  through  the  hands  of  the  miniftcr^ 
who  by   this  new  trade  might  gain  twenty,  thirty,   or 
forty  thoufand  a-year  :  that  the  bill  would  render  the  £x^ 
chequer  a  court  of  inquifltion  ;  and  that  whilft  it  reftrained 
our  merchants  from  aiSfting  the  princes  and  powers  of 
Europe,  it  permitted   our  ftock-jobbers  to  trade  in  their 
funds  without  interruption.     Other  arguments  of  equal 
weight  were  enforced  by  Mr.  Barnard^  a  merchant  of  Lon^ 
don,  who  perfedlly  underftood  trade  in  all  its  branches^ 
fpoke  with  judgement  and  preciiion^  and  upon  all  occa^- 
jions   fleadily   adhered  to  the  interefts  and  liberties  of  his 
country.     After  having  explained  his  reafons,  he  declared 
he  (hould  never  confent  to  a  bill  which  he  deemed  a  vio- 
lation of  our  fundamental  laws,   a  breach  of  our  deareft 
liberties,  and  a  very  terrible  hardfliip  on  mankind.     Sir 
William  Wyndham   diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  the   fame 
fide  of  the  quedibn :  the  bill  was  vindicated  by  Sir  Robert 
Walpole^  Mr.  Pelham,   and  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  attorney- 
general  ;  and    being  fupported  by  the  whole  weight  of* 
minifterial  influence,   not  only  pafled  through  the  Houfe^ 
but  was  afterwards  ena£led  into  a  law. 

§  XXI.  The  fubfidies  were  continued  to  the  Landgrave 
of  Hefle-Caflel,  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick-Wolfenbuttel, 
in  fpi%of  all  that  could  be  urged  ^againft  thefe  extraneous 
incumberances  ;  and  the  fupply  for  the  enfuing  year  was 
granted  according  to  the 'eftimates  which  the  miniftry 
thought  proper  to  produce,  amounting  to  about  two  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds.  It  mufi. 
be  owned,  however,  for  the  credit  of  this  feffion,  that  the 
Houfe  appropriated  one  million  of  the   furplufes  ariffng 
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BOOK    fipom  the  finking  fund  towards  the  difctf^rge  of  the  tOl^ 
\     ,  tional  debt;  and  by  another  aft  extinguiflied  the  duties 
1729.      upon  fait,  by  which  expedt^t  the  (uhjc&  was  eafed  of  a 
heavy  burthen,  not  oiUy   in  being  fre^d  from  the  duty, 
but  alio  from  a  confiderable  charge  of  ialaries  given  tp  a 
great  numberof  officers  employed  to  coUe£t  this  impofition. 
They  likewife  encouraged  the  colony  of  .Carolina  with  an 
ad,  allowing  the  planters  and  traders  of  that  province  to 
export  rice  diredly  to  any  part  of  Europe  fouthward  of 
Cape  Finifterrej  and  they  permitted  fait    from  Eur<^ 
to  be  imported  into  the  colony  of  New- York,    The  term 
of  the  exclufive  trade  granted  by  afl  of  parliament. to  the 
Eaft-India  company    drawing   towards  a    |>eriod,  many 
confiderable  merchants  and  others  made   application  for 
being  incorporated  and  veiled  with  the  privilege  of  trading 
tothofe  countries,  propofing  to  lay  that  branch  of  trade 
open  to  all  the  fubje£):s  of  Great-Britain,  on  certain  con- 
ditions.   In  confideration  of  an  2l&  of  parliament  for 
thispurpofe,  they  offered  to  advance  three  millions  twa 
hundred   thoufand  pounds,  for  redeeming  the  fund  and 
trade  of  the  prefent    Eaft-India   company.     This  pro- 
pofal  was  rejeSed  ;  and  the  exclufive  privilege  vefted  in 
the  company  was,  by  zSt  of  parliament,  protraded  to 
the  year  one  thoufand ievenhundred  and  fixty-fix»  upon 
the  following  conditions :  I'hat   they  fliould  pay  into  the 
Exchequer  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to- 
wards the  fupplies  of  the  year,  without  intereft  or  addition 
to  their  capital  ftock:  That  the  annuity  or  yearly  fund  of 
one  hundred  and  iixty  thoufand  pounds,  payable. to  them 
from  the  publick,  ihould   be  reduced  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thoufand :  That  after  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty^fix,  their  right  to  the  exclufive 
trade  fhould  be  liable  to  be  taken  away  by  parliament,  on 
three  years  notice,  and  repayment  of  their  capital. 

An.  1730.  §  XXIL  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  the  King  went 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  clofed  the  feffion.  In  his 
fpeech  he  exprefied  his  joy,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
clamours  which  were  raifed,  the  parliament  had  approved 
of  thofe  matters  which  fell  under  their  conCderation  ^  a 

circumftance 
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circumftancc  which,   he  faid,   could  not  fail  to  infpire  all     chap. 
mankind  with  a  juftdeteftation  of  thofe  incendiaries,  who,  y^^^ 
by  fcandalous  libels,  laboured  to  alienate  the  afftftions  of  '     i73f>. 
his  people ;   to  fill  their  minds  with  groundlefs  jealoufie$ 
and  unjuft  complaints,  in  diflionour  of  him  and  his  govern- 
ment,  and  in  defiance  of  the  fepfe  of  both  Houfes  of  par- 
liament*.    The  Emperor  was  {q  much    incenfed  at  the 
infult  offered  to  him  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  with  refpeft 
to  the  garrifons  of  Tufcany  and  Parma,  th^t  he  prohibited 
the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain  from  trading  in  his  dominions:) 
he  began  to  make  preparations  for  war,  and  a£tually  de- 
tached bodies  of  troops  to  Italy,  with  fuch  defpatch  a$. 
had   been  very   feldom  exerted  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
Yet  the  article  of  which  be  complained  was  not  fo  much 
a  real  injury  as  an  affront  put  upon  the  head  of  the  empire ; 
for  the  eventual  fucceffion  to  thofe  Italian  duchies  had 
been  fecured  to  the  Infant,  Don  Carlos,  by  the  quadruple 
alliance ;  and   all  that  the    Emperor  required,  was,  that 
this  prince  (hould  receive  the  inveftiture  of  them  as  fiefs 
of  the  empire. 

§  XXIIL  In  Great-Britain,  this  year  was  not  diflin- 
guiihed  by  any  tranfa£tion  of  great  moment*  Seven  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians  in  America  were^ 
brought  to  England  by  Sir  Alexander  Cumin.  Being  in- 
troduced to  the  King,  they  laid  their  crown  and  regalia  at 
his  feet ;  and  by  an  authentick  deed  acknowledged  them* 
felves  fubje£ts  to  his  dominion,  in  th^  name  of  all  their 
compatriots,  who  had  vefled  them  with  full  powers  for 
this  purpofe.  They  were  amazed  and  confounded  at  the 
riches  and  magnificence  of  the  Britifh  court :  they  com- 
pared the  King  and  Queen  to  the  Sun  and  Moon,  the  princes 

G  g  3  to 

*  In  the  courfe  of  this  Teilion  the  Commons  palled  a  bill  for  making  more 
efHcflual  thelawB  in  being,  for  difabling  perfons  from  being  chofen  members 
of  parliameat  who  enjoyed  any  penfion  daring  pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of 
years,  or  any  offices  holden  in  truft  for  them^  by  obliging  all  perfons  hereafter 
to  be  chofen  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  parliament  to  take  the  oath  therein 
mentioned.  In  all  probability  this  bill  would  not  have  made  its  way  through 
the  Houfe  of  Confm^»,  had  not  the  minifter  been  well  aflured  it  would  ftick 
with  the  Vpper-IftDuf^  where  it  was  reje^ed  atthefecond  readings  thou^ 
|»ot  without  violeAt  oppofitiooi 
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BOOK  to  the  ftars of  heaven,  and  themfelvcstonqthingr  They 
\,^^  gave  their  affent  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  to  articles  of 
?73D.  friendfcip  and  commerce,  propofed  by  the  lords  commif-^ 
fioners  for  trade  and  plantations  ;  and  being  loaded  with 
prefents  of  ncceflaries,  arms,  and  ammunition,  were  re- 
conveyed  to  their  own  country,  which  borders  on  the  pro- 
vince of  South-Carolina,  In  the  month  of  September  a 
furprifing  revolution  was  effefted  at  Conftantinople,  with- 
out bloodfhed  or  confuiion.  A  few  mean  Janiffaries 
difplayed  a  flag  in  the  ftreets,  exclaiming  that  all  true 
MuflTulmen  ought  to  follow  them,  and  affift  io  reform- 
ing the  government.  They  foon  increafed  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  thoufand,  marched  to  the  Seraglio,  and 
demanded  the  Grand  Vizir,  the  Kiaja;  and  Capitan 
Pacha.  Thefe  unhappy  minifters  were  immediately 
ftrangled'.  Their  bodies  being  delivered  to  the  infurgents, 
were  dragged  through  the  ftreets  j  and  afterwards  thrown 
to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured.  Not  consented  with  this 
f^crifice^  the  revolters  depofed  the  Grand  Signor  Achmet, 
who  was  confined  to  the  fame  prifon  from  whence  they 
brought  bis  nephew  Machmut,  and  raifed  this  laft  to  the 
throng,  gfter  he  had  Uv.ed  feven-^nd-twerity  years  in  con- 
Snement, 

§  XXIV.  England  was  at  this  period  infefted  with 
robbers,  aiTafHtis,  ^nd  incendiaries,  the  natural  confe- 
quences  of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the  want  of  police 
in  the  interior  government  of  the  kingdom.  This  defc<a, 
in  a  great  meafiire,  a^ofe  from  an  abfurd  notion,  that 
laws  neceflary  to  prevent  thofe  ads  of  cruelty,  violence, 
and  rapine  would  be  incompatible  with  the  Jiber.ty  of 
Pritiih  fubjedts ;  a  notion  that  confounds  all  diftind^ions 
l^etween  liberty  and  brutal  licentioufnefs,  as  if  that  free- 
dom was  defireable,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  people  find 
no  fecjirity  for  their  liv^s  or  efFe^lg.  The  peculiar  de- 
pravity of  the  times  w^s  vifible  even  in  the  condud  of 
thofe  who  preyed  upon  the  commonvi'ealth.  Thieves  and 
robbers  were  now  becpme  iT]ore  defperate  and  favage  tbaa 
^ver  they  had  appeared  fince  mankind  was  civiliz^.  Iq 
•   ^he  exercife  of  their  rapine,  they  wounded,  maimed,  and 

even 
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even  murthered  the  unhappy  fufFerers,  through  a  wanton- 
nefs  of  barbarity.  They  circulated  letters,  demanding  fums 
of  money  from  certain  individuals,  on  pain  of  reducing  i73o« 
their  houfes  to  a{bes,  and  their  families  to  ruin  ;  alnd  even 
fct  fire  to  the  houfe  of  a  rich  merchant  in  Briftol,  who 
had  refufed  to  comply  with  their  demand.  The.  fame 
(pecies  of  villainy  w^s  prad^ifed  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  fo  that  the  government  wasc^lige^  to  interpofe, 
and  offer  a  coniiderable  reward  for  difcovering  the  ru^ans 
concerned  Hi  fuch  execrable  defigns. 

§  XXV.  In  tke  fpeech  with  which  the  King  opened 
the  feflion  of  parliament  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Janu»- 
^ry,  he  told  tbenri,  that  the  prefent  critical  conjundlure 
feemed  in  a  very  particular  manner  /to  deferve  their  at* 
tention:  that  as  the  tranfadtions  then  depending  in  tK9 
ieveral  x:ourts  of  Europe  were  upon^the  point  ^Qf  :being 
determined,  the  great  event  of  fieace  or  w^r  might  he  very 
much  afFefted  by  their  firft  refolutions,  which  were  ex- 
pedled  by  different  powers  with  great  impatipnce.x  He. 
^id,  the  continuance  pf  •  that  Zealand  vigour  with  which 
they  had  hitherto  fupported  him  and  his  engagements  - 
muft  at  this  time  be  of  the  gr^ateft  weight  and  importance, 
both  with  regard  to  bis  allies,  and  to  thofe  :V^hpr  might  be 
difpofed,  before  the  feafon  of  adion,  tp  'pr^veat'  by  an 
accommodation  the  fatal  confequences  ^  a  ge^iera^  rup- 
ture. The/ormer'fcenewas  repeated.  Both  Houfes,  in 
their  addrefles,  promifed  to  fupport  his  Majiefty  in  all  his 
engagements :  yet  jthe  members  in  the  oppofition  demon-* 
ftralted  the  abfur^ity.  of  promifing  to  fulfil  engagements, 
before  they  couJd  poSabiy  know  wJhether  or  not  they  were 
for  the  iirvice  of  Great- Britain.  Another  bill  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  prevent  penfioners  from 
fitting  as  meipbers  of  parliament ;  and,  after  a  third  read- 
ing, carried  up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  When 
ithe  fupply  fell  under  confideration,  the  debates  were  re- 
newed upon  the  fubfidies  to  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe-CafTel 
and  the  Duke  of  Wolfentuttel,  which,  however,  were 
jiiontinued)  and  every  article  was  granted  according  to  the 
"^ '  G  g  4  eftimatcs 
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eftimates  given  in  for  the  expenfe  of  the  enfuing  year. 
Two  petitions  being  prefented  to  the  Commons,  repre- 
1730.  fenting  the  delays  of  juftice,  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  the 
Latin  tongue  in  proceedings  at  law,  a  bill. was  brought 
in  for  changing  this  pradice,  and  ena£):ing.  That  all 
(hofe  proceiTes  and  pleadings  fiiould  be  entered .  in  the 
Englifh  language.  Though  one  would  imagine  that 
^  very  little  could  be  advanced  againft  fuch  a  regulation,  the 
bill  met  with  warm  oppofition^  on  pretenfe  that  it  would 
render  ufelefs  the  ancient  records  which  were  written  in 
that  language,  and  introduce  confuflon  and  delay  of 
juftice,  by  altering  the  eftabli(hed  form  and  method  of 
pleading :  in  fpite  of  thcfe  objeftions,  it  paffed  through 
both  Houfes,  and  obtained  the.  royal  affent.  A  great 
jiumher  of  merchants  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
having  repeated  t||eir  complaints  of  depredations  and 
cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
their  petitions  were  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  grand 
fEommittee.  Their  complaints  upon  examination  appeared 
to  be  well  founded.  The  Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  defiring  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  continue  his  endeavour  to  prevent  fuch  depredations  for 
the  future ;  to  procure  full  fatisfaflion  for  the  damages 
already  fuftained  ;  and  to  fecure  to  the  Britiih  fubjeSs  the 
full  and  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  trade  and  navi- 
gation  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America.  The 
bill  againft  penfions  produced  a  warm  debate  in  the  Houfe 
pf  Lords,  where  it  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  Dukes  of 
I^ewcaftle  and  Argyl,  the  Earl  of  Hay,  and  Dr.  Sher- 
lock, Btlhop  of  Bangor.  This  prelate,  in  a  remarkable 
fpeech,  reprefented  it  as  a  fcheme  to  enlarge  the  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  break  the  balance  between 
the  power$  eiTential  to  the  conftitutlon,  fo  as  fooner  or 
later  to  prove  the  ruin  of  the  whole.  The  great  barrier 
provided  againft  bribery  and  corruption  by  this  bill  confifted 
Jn  an  oath  to  be  impofed  on. all  members  of  the  Lower 
Houfe,  by  which  they  muft  have  folemhly  fworn  and  de- 
plored, that  they  had  not  direftly,  norindire^y,  any  penfioa 

during 
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during  pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  office 
in  part.  Or  in  the  whole,  held  for  them,  or  for  their  benefit, 
by  any  perfons  whatfocver;  and  that  they  would  not  1.73.0. 
accept  any  fuch  penfions  or  offices,  without  fignifying  the. 
fame  to  the  Houfe  within  fourteen  days  after  they  ihould 
be  received  or  accepted.  The  bill  was  vindicated  as  juft 
and  neceffary  by  the  Earls  of  Winchelfea  and  Strafford, 
Lord  Bathurft,  and  Lord  Carteret,  who  had  by  this  time 
joined  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  oppofition*. 

§  XXVI.  The  Houfe  of  Peers  proceeded  to  confider  ^^*  i73*« 
theftateof  the  national  debt:  they  read  a  bill  for  the  free 
importation  of  wool  from  Ireland  into  England,  which 
was  fiercely  oppofed,  and  laid  afide,  contrary  to  all  the 
rules  of  found  policy.  They-  pafled  the  bill  for  carrying 
on  proceedings  at  law  in  the  Englifh  language ;  and  a 
fruitlefs  motion  was  made  by  L^d  Bathurft  for  an 
addrefs,  to  defire  his  Majefty  would  give  dire£tions  for 
difchalrging  the  Heffian  troops  that  were  in  the  pay  of 
Great-Britain.  On  the  feventh  day  of  May  the  parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,  after  the  King  had  given  them  to 
underftand,  that  all  apprehenfions  of  war  were  now  happily 
removed,  by  a  treaty  figned  at  Vienna  between  him  and 
the  Emperor.  He  faid  it  was  communicated  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain,  as  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Seville^ 
the  executiomof  which  it  principally  regarded ;  and  that 
it  was  likewife  fubmitted  to  the  confideratton  of  the  States- 
General.     He  obferved,  that  the  conditions  andengage^- 

ments 

*  Nothing  was  heard  withm  doors  in  parliament,  but  farcaftlck  repartee  and 
Tiolent  declamation  between  the  two  parties,  who  did  not  confine  theiar  altei*- 
cation  to  thefe  debateS|  but  took  the  field  ag^inil  each  other  in  pexiodlcal 
papers,  and  occafional  pamphlets.  The  paper  called  the  Craftfman  had 
already  rifen  into  high  reputation  all  over  England,  for  the  wit,  humour> 
and  folid  reafoning  it  contained.  Some  of  the  beft  writers  in  the  oppofitioity 
including  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr.  P.  madeu^eof  this  vehicle  to  convey 
their  animadverfions  upon  the  minifter,  who^  on  his  fide,  employed  the  moA 
wretched  fcribblers  to  defend  his  cond,u£l«  It  was  in  confequence  of  two  polid- 
(cal  pamphlets,  written  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  by  Lord  Hervey  and  Mr* 
P.  and  fome  re«criminatioa  they  produced  in  the  Houie  of  Commons,  that 
his  lordflup  chaUenged  the^ther  to  fingle  con^bat^  iyil4  2^ad  weU&igh  loft  hit 
life  in  the  duei^  which  was  fought  In  Hyde^Park* 
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meats  into  which  he  had  entered  on  this  occafion  wer^ 
agreeable  to  that  neceflary  concern  which  the  Britifh 
I73I*  nation  muft  always  have  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervatior^ 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe:  and  that  this  happy 
turn,  duely  improved  with  a  juft  regard  to  former  alliances, 
yielded  a  favourable  profpedl  of  feeing  the  puUick  tran- 
quillity re-eftabliihed. 

§  XX  V|I.  In  the  month  of  January  the  Duke  of  Parma 
died,  after  having  made  a  wil],  in  which  he  declared  his 
4ucbefs  was   three  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy ; 
'  entreating  the  allied  powers  of  Europe  to  have  compaffion 

upon  his  people,  and  defer  the  execution  of  their  projefls 
until  his  confort  fhould  be  delivered*  In  cafe  the  child 
ihouldbo-ftill  born,  or  die  after  the  birth,  he  bequeathed 
bis  dominions  and  allodial  eftates  to  the  Infant  Don  Carlos 
of  Spain  \  and  appointed  five  regents  to  govern  the  duchy. 
Notwithftanding  this  difpofit^ion,  a  body  of  Imperial  tiooi^^ 
immediately  took  pofleffion  of  jParma  and  Placentia,  under 
the  command  of  General  Stampa,  who  declared  they 
Should  conduct  themfelves  with  all  poflibk  regularity  and 
moderation,  and  leave  the  adminiftration  entirely  to  the 
regents  whom  the  Duke  had  appointed.  They  publickly 
proclaimed  in  the  market-place,  that  they  took  pofleifion 
of  thefe  duchies  for  the  Infant,  Don  Carlos:  and  that  if 
the  Duchefs  Dowager  flipuld  not  be  delivered  bf  a  prince, 
.  the  faidlnfant  might  receive  the  inveftiture  from  the  Em- 
.jperor  whenever  he  would,  provided  he  fhould  rome  with- 
,  out  an  army.  Though  thefe  fleps  feemed  to  threaten  an 
immediate  war,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  States- 
General  interpofed  their  mediation  fo  efFeftually  with  the 
court  of  Vienna,  that  the  Emperor  defifled  from  the  pro- 
fecutionof  his  defignj  and  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  March 
concluded  at  Vienna  a  treaty  with  his  Britannick  Majefty, 
by  which  he  confented  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Parma 
and  Placentia  He  agreed.  That  the  King  of  Spain  might 
take  pofleflionirof  thefe  places  in  favour  of  his  fon  Don 
Carlos, ,  according  to  the  treaty,  of  Seville.  He  likewife 
.  agreed.    That  v  the  Oftcnd    company,  which  had  givca 
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fuch  umbrage  to  the  maritime  powers,  fhould  be  totally 
^iflblved,  on  condition  that  the  contradling  powers  con- 
cerned in  the  treaty  of  Seville  fhould  guarantee  the  prag-  173 1, 
matick  fan£kion,  or  filccefSon  of  the  Auftrian  hereditary 
dominions  to  the  heirs  female  of  the  Emperor,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  die  without  male  iffue.  The  Dutch  minifler  re- 
fiding  at  the  Imperial  court  did  not  fubfcribe  this  treaty, 
becaufe,  by  the  maxims  received  in  that  republick,  and 
the  nature  of  her  government,  he  could  not  be  vefted  with 
full  powers  fo  foon  as  it  would  have  been  neceflfary :  never « 
thelefs,  the  States'-General  were,  by  a  feparate  article, 
exprefsly  named  as  a  principal  conti^ding  party. 

§  XXVIII.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  July  a  new 
treaty  was  figned  at  Vienna  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
Kings  of  Great^Britain  and  Spam,  tending  to  confirm  the 
former.     In  Augufl:  a  treaty  of  union  and  defenfiVe  alliance 
between  the    electorates  of    Saxony   and   Hanover  was« 
executed  at  Drefden.     The  court  of  Spain  expref&ng  fome 
doubts  with  regard  to  the  pregnancy  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Parma,  fhe  underwent  a  formal  examination  by  five  mid- 
wives  of  different  nations,  in  prefence  of  the  older  Duchefs 
Dowager,  feveral  ladies  of  quality,  three  phyficians,  and  a 
furgeon;  and   was    declared    with  child:    neverthelefs, 
after  having  kept  all  Europe  in  fufpenfe  for  fix  months, 
fhe  owned  fhe  had  been  deceived  ^  and  General  Stampa, 
with  the  Imperial  forces,   tbok  formal  pofieilion  of  the 
duchies  of  Parma  and  Flacentia.  Spain  and  the  great  Duke 
of  Tufcany  having  acceded  to  the  laft  treaty  of  Vienna, 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain  engaged  to  equip  an  armament 
that  fhould  convoy  Don  Carlos  to  his  new  dominions. 
Accordingly,  Sir  Charles  Wager  failed  with  aflrong  fqua- 
dron  fron^  Portfmouth  on  the  twenty- fixth  day  of  Augufl ; 
and  in  September  arrived  at  Barcelona,  where  being  joined 
by  the  Spanifh  fleet  and  tranTports,   they  failed  together  to 
Leghorn  ;  from  whence  the  Admiral  r^urned  to  England* 
Don  Carlos  pafied  through  part  of  France,  andemb^king 
(It  Antibes  on   board  of  the   Spanifh. gallics,  arrived  at 
l^egh.orn  in  December.    Then  the  Imperial  General  with* 
' .  .  drew 
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drew  bis  forces   into  the  Mitanefe ;  and  the  Infant  tooI( 
po&ffion  of  his  n£w  territories. 
J71I*  §  XXIX»  During  thefe  tranfafUons  France  was  diftrad- 

ed  by  religious  dtfputes,  occaiioned  by  the .  boil  unigenitus 
thundered  againft  the  doSrines  of  Janfenius  ;  a  bull  whick 
had  produced  a  fchifm  in  the  Gallican  churchy  and  well 
nigh  involved  that  country  in  civil  war  and  confuiion.  It 
was  oppofed  by  the  parliaments  and  lay  tribunals  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  many  biihops,  and  the  Jefuits  in  general^ 
were  its  moft  ftrenuous  aflerters.  All  the  artifices  of  prieft- 
craft  were  pradli'fed  on  both  fides,  to  inflame  the  enthu- 
iiafm,  and  manage  the  fuperftition  of  the  people.  Pre- 
tended miracles  were  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  Abbe 
Paris,  who  had  died  without  accepting  the  bull,  confe- 
quently  was  declared  damned  by  the  abettors  of  that  con- 
ftttution*  On  the  other  hand,  the  Jefuits  exerted  all  their 
abiltties  and  induftry  in  preaching  againft  the  Janfenifts; 
in  eflabliihing  an  opinion  of  their  fuperior  fan£iity ;  and 
infpiring  a  fpirit  of  quietifm  among  [their  votaries,  who 
were  tranfported  into  the  delirium  of  pofleiBon,  illumi-. 
nation,  and  fupernatural  converfe.  Thefe  arts  were  often 
ufed  for  the  moft  infamous  purpofes^.  Female  enthufiafts 
were  wrought  up  to  fuch  a  violence  of  agitations,  that 
nature  fainted  under  the  firuggle,  and  the  pfeudo-fatnt 
fetfcd  thli  opportunity  of  violating  the  chaftity  of  his 
penitent.  Such,  was  faid  to  be  the  cafe  of  Mademoifelle 
}a  Cadieoe,  a  young  gentlewoman  of  Toulon,  abufed  in 
this  mahner  by  the  luft  and  villainy  of  Pere  Girard,  a  noted 
Jefuit,  who  underwent  a  trial  before  the  parliament  of 
Aix,  and  very  narrowly  efcaped  the  ftake. 

§  XXX.  The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  meeting  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  King  in  his  fpeech  de- 
clared, that  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  was  reftored 
and  eftabli(hed  by  the  lafl  treaty  of  Vienna :  that  Don 
Carlos  was  aduaHy  pofieil^  of  Parma  and  Placentia : 
that  fix  thoui^nd  Spaniards  were  quietly  admitted  ;ind 
quartered  in  the  duchy  of  Tufcany,  toiiicure,  by  the  ex* 
prefs  confefH'  arid  ^gretiAeiu  of  the'  Great  Duke,   the 
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ttverfipn  of  ;his  domintons ;   and  tliat  a  family  convenftton 

was  made  between  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Tufcanjr,  for  

preferving  mutual  peace  and  friendfliip  in  the  two  hou&s«       1731, 
He  told  the  Commons,  that  the  eftimates  for  the  ferviceof 
the  current   year  would  be  confideraUy  lefs  than  thoie  of 
former  years.    He  recommended  unanimity}  he  obfenred 
that  this  government,  had  no  fecurity  but  what  was  equaiif 
conducive  to  their  happinefs,  and  to  the  protedion  of  his 
people:  that  their profperity  had  no  foundation  but  in  the 
defenfe  and  fupport  of  his  government.       *'  Our  fafety 
^  (faid  be)  is  mutual,  and  our  interefis  are  infeparabktf^ 
The  oppofition  to  the  court  meafures  appears  to  have  beea 
uncommonly  fpirited  during  the  courfe  of  this  feffion. 
The  mintfter's  motions  were  attacked  with  all  the  artiU 
lery  of  elocution.     His  principal   emiflaries   w^re  obliged 
to  talk  their  faculties  to  their  full  exertion,  to  puzzle 
and  perplex  where  they  could  not  demonftrate  and  con- 
vince, to  mifrepre(ent  what    they  could  not  vindicate, 
and  elude  the  arguments  which  they  could  not  refute.    In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  Lord   Hervey,  lately  appointed 
vice-chamberlain  of     his    Majefty's    houfehold,  made  a 
motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  in  which  they  ihould 
declare  their  entire  approbation  of  the  King's  condud, 
acknowledge  the  bleifings  they  enjoyed  under  his  govern* 
ment^  exprefe  their  confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  his  coun- 
cils; and  declare  their  readinefs  to  grant  the  neceflary 
fupplies.     This  member,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol,   was 
a  noblernan  of  fome  parts,   which,   however,  were  more 
fpecious  than  folid.     He  condefcended  toad  as  a  fubaltern 
to  the  minifter,  and  approved  himfelf  extremely  adive  ia 
forwarding  all  his  deligns,  whether  as  a  fecret  emiilary 
or  publick  orator ;  in  which  laft  capacity  he  appears  to 
have  been  pert,   frivolous,  and  frothy.     His  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  and  oppofed   by  Sir  Wil- 
fred Lawfon,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Pultency,    Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndhahi,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  They  did  not  argue 
againft  a  general  addrefs  of  thanks ';  but  expofed  the  ab- 
Turdity  and  bad  tendency  of  expreffions  which   implied  a 
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blind  approbation  of  all  the  ffleafures  of  the  miniftry.  Sir 
Wilfred  Lawfon  obferved,  that  notwithftandlng  the  greatr 
173I*  things  we  had  done  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  favours 
we  had  procured  for  the  royal  family  of  that  kingdoniy 
little  or  no  fattsfaflion  had  as  yet  been  received  for  the 
injuries  our  merchants  had  fuftained  from  thsrt  nation. 
Mr.  Pulteney  took  notice,  that  the  nation,  by  becoming 
guarantee  to  the  pragmatick  fandlion,  laid  itfelf  under  an 
obligation  to  affift  the  Auftrian  family  when  attacked  by 
any  potentate  whatever,  except  the  Grand  Siguier  :  that 
they  might  be  attacked  when  it  would  be  much  againft  the 
intereft  of  the  kingdom  to  engage  itfelf  in  a  war  upon 
any  foreign  account :  that  it  might  one  day  be  for  the 
intereft  of  the  nation  to  join  againft  them,  in  order  to  prc- 
fervc  the  balance  of  Europe,  the  eftablifliing  of  which 
had  already  coft  England  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money. 
He  infifted  upon  tbe  abfurdity  of  concluding  fuch  a  num-« 
ber  of  inconfiftent  treaties  ;  and  concluded  with  faying^ 
that  if  affairs  abroad  were  now  happily  eftabH(hed,  the 
miniftry  which  conduced  them  might  be  compared  to  a 
pilot,  who,  though  there  was  a  clear,  fafe,  add  ftraight 
channel  into  port,  yet  took  it  in  his  head  to  carry  the  ihip 
a  great  way  about,  through  fands,  rocks,  and  fiiallows  ^ 
who^  after  having  loft  a  great  number  dffeamen,  deftroyed 
a  great  deal  of  tackle  and  rigging,  and  fubjeSed  the 
owners  to  an  enormous  expenfe,  at  laft  by  chance  hits  the 
port,  and  triumphs  in  his  good  conduit.  Sir  William 
Wyndham  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  a 
gentleman  of  unblemifhed  character,  brave,  generous,  and 
humane,  affirmed  that  many  other  things  related  more 
nearly  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  than  did 
the  guarantee  of  the  pragmatick  fandtion.  He  faid  he 
wi(hed  to  have  l;^eard  that  the  new  works  at  Dunkirk  had 
been  entirely  rafed  and  deftroyed :  that  the  nation  had 
received  full  and  complete  fatisfa£lion  for  the  depredations 
committed  by  the  natives  of  Spain:  that  more  care  was 
taken  in  difciplining  the  militia,  on  whofe  valour  the 
nation  muft  chiefly  depend  in  cafe  of  an  invaiion ;  and 
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that  tome  regard  had  been  fliown  to  the  opprel&d  pr6-^ 
teftants  in  Germany.  He  exprefled  his  fatisfa£lion  to  find 
that  the  Englifh  were  not  fo  clofely  united  to  France  as  x73j< 
formerly ;  for  he  had  generally  obfervedj  that  when  two 
dogs  were  in  a  leafh  together,  the  ftronger  generally  ran 
away  with  the  weaker ;  and  this,  he  was  afraid,  had  been 
the  cafe  between  France  and  Great-Britain.  The  motion 
was  vigoroufly  defended  by  Mr.  Pelham,  paymafter  of  the 
forces,  and  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  a  man 
whofe  greateft  fault  was  his  being  concerned  in  fupporting 
the  meafures  •  of  a  corrupt  miniftry.  In  other  refpeSs  he 
was  liberal,  candid,  benevolent,  and  even  attached  to  the 
intereft  of  his  country,  though  egregioufly  miftaken  in  his 
notions  of  government.  On  this  occafion  he  aflerted  that 
it  was  no  way  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  or  dignity  of 
that  Houfe  to  thank  his  Majefty  in  the  moft  particular 
terms  for  every  thing  he  had  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne :  that  no  expreffions  of  ap* 
probation  in  the  addrefs  could  be  any  way  made  ufe  of  to 
prevent  an  enquiry  into  the  meafures  which  had  been  pur- 
fued,  when  the  treaties  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
He  faid,  at  the  opening  of  a  fejfion  the  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  turned  towards  Great«Britain,  and  from  the  par- 
liament's iirfl  refolves  all  the  neighbouring  powers  judged 
of  the  unanimity  that  would  enfue  between  his  Majefty 
and  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people  :  that  their  appearing 
jealous  or  diffident  of  his  Majefly's  conduA  would  weaken 
his  influence  upon  the  councils  of  foreign  ftates  and  po- 
tentates, and  perhaps  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  reStify 
any  falfe  ftep  that  might  have  been  made  by  his  minifters* 
His  arguments  were  re-enforced  by  a  long  fpeech  from 
Mr.  H.  Walpole.  The  queftion  was  put,  the  motion 
carried,  and  the  addrefs  prefented. 

§  XXXI.  The  next  fubjed  of  debate  was  the  number 
of  land-forces.  When  the  fupply  fell  under  confideration. 
Sir  W.  Strickland,  fecretary  at  w^r,  moved  that  the  fame 
number  which  had  been  maintained  in  the  preceding  year 
ihould  be  continued  in  pay.     On  the  other  hand,  Lord 
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Morpeth  having  demonftrated  the  danger  to  whidi  the 
liberties  of  the  natioa  might  be  expofed,  by  mainuining  a 
1731.  numerous  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace^  made  a  motion 

that  the  number  fiiould  be  reduced  to  twelve  tboufand*  A 
warm  difpute  enfuing,  was  managed  in  favour  of  the  firft 
motion  by  Lord  Hervey,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  attorney- 
general.  This  gentleman  was  counted  a  better  lawyer 
than  a  politician,  and  ihone  more  as  an  advocate  at  the 
bar  than  as  an  orator  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
laft  partifan  of  th&  miniftry  was  Sir  William  Yonge,  one 
of  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  Treafury  ;  a  man  who 
rendered  himfeJf  ferviceable  and  neccflary,  by  (looping  to 
all  compliances,  running  upon  every  fcent,  and  haranguing 
on  every  fubje£l  with  an  even,  uninterrupted,  tedious  flow 
of  dull  declamation,  cocnpofed  of  aflertions  without  vera** 
city,  conclufions  from  falfe  {M-emifies,  words  without  mean- 
ing, and  language  without  propriety.  '  Lord  Morpeth'^ 
motion  was  efpoufed  by  Mr.  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  a 
gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  and  opulent  fortune  in 
Wales,  brave,  open,  hofpitable,  and  warmly  attached  to 
the  ancient  conftitution  and  hierarchy  :  he  Was  fupported 
by  Mr.  Walter  Plumer,  who  fpoke  with  weight,  precifion, 
and  feverity,  by  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  Mr*  Shippen,  Mr. 
W.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Barnard.  The  courtiers  argued 
that  it  was  neceiTary  to  maintain  fuch  a  number  of  land- 
forces  as  might  defeat  the  defigns  of  malcontents,  fecure 
the  interior  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  defend  it  from 
external  aiTauks,  over-awe  its  neighbours,  and  enable  it  to 
take  vigorous  meafures  in  cafe  the  peace  of  Europe  ihould 
be  re- embroiled.  They  aflirmed  the  fcience  of  war  was 
fo  much  altered,  and  required  fuch  attention,  that  no  de- 
pendence was  to  be  placed  upon  a  militia  :  that  all  nations 
were  obliged  to  maintain  ftanding  armies,  for  their  fecurity 
againft  the  encroachments  of  neighbouring  powers :  that 
the  number  of  troops  in  Great-Britain  was  too  incon- 
fiderable  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  people,  even  under 
an  ambitious  monarch  :  that  his  Majefty  never  entertained 
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the  leaft  thought  of  infringing  the  liberties  of  his  fubje£ls : 
that  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  officers,  among 
Avhom  were  many  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune,  would       ijzt* 
ever  poncur  in  a  defign  to  enflave  their  country ;  and  that 
the  forces  now  in  pay  could  not  be  properly  deemed  a 
{landing  army,  inafmuch  as  they  were  voted  and  main- 
tained from   year  to  year  by  the  parliament,  which  was 
the  reprefentative  of  the  people.     To  thefe  arguments  the 
members  in  the  oppofition  replied,   that  a  ftanding  force 
in  time  of  peace  was  unconftitutional,  and  had  been  always 
thought  dangerous  :   that  a  militia  was  as  capable  of  difci- 
pline  as  a  ftanding  army,  and  would  have  more  incentives 
to  courage  and  perfeverance  :  that  the  civil  magiftrate  was 
able  to  preferve  the  peace  of  thecountry :  that  the  number 
of  the  malcontents  was  altogether  contemptible,  though  ic 
might  be  confiderably  augmented  by  maintaining  a  ftand-* 
ing  army,  and  other  fuch  arbitrary  meafures  :  that  other 
nations  had  been  enflaved  by  ftanding  armies  ;  and  how- 
foever  they  might  find  themfelves  neceflitated  to  depend 
upon  a  military  force  for  fecurity  againft  encroaching 
neighbours,  the   cafe  was  very  different  with  regard  to 
"Great-Britain,    for  the  defenfe  of  which  nature  had  pro- 
vided in  a   peculiar   manner :    that    this   provifion   was 
ftrengthened   and  improved  by  a  numerous  navy,  which 
fecured  her  the  dominion  of  the  fea  ;  and,  if  properly  dif- 
pofed,  would  render  all  invafion  impradlicable,  or  at  leaft 
ineffeftu&l :  that  the  land-army  of  Great-Britain,  though 
fufficient  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  an  unartned  people, 
could    not  pofllbly  fecure  fuch  an  extent  of  coaft,  and 
therefore  could  be  of  very  little  fervice  in  preventing  an 
invafion  :  that  though  they  had  all  imaginable  confidence 
in  his  Majefty's  regard  for  the  liberty  of  his  fubjects,  they 
could  not  help  apprehending,  that  fhould  a  ftanding  army 
become  part  of  the  conftitution,  another  prince  of  more 
dangerous  talents,  and  more  fatal  defigns,  might  arife,  and 
employ  it  for  the  worft  purpofes  of  ambition  :   that  though 
many  officers  were  gentlemen  of  honour  and  probity,  thefe 
might  be  eafily  difcarded,  and  the  army  gradually  moulded 
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into  a  quite  different  temper.     By  thefe  means,  przStiCed 
in  former  times,  an  army  had  been  new- modelled  to  fuch 
1731^^       a  degree,  that  they  turned  their  fwords  againft  the  par- 
liament, for   whofe  defenfe  they  had  been  raifed,  and  de- 
flroyed  the  conftitution  both  in  church  and  Aate  :  that  with 
refpedl  to  its  being  wholly  dependant  on   the  parliament, 
the  people  of  England  would  have  reafon  to  complain  of 
the  fame  hardfhip,   whether  a  (landing  army  (hould  be 
declared  at  once  indifpenfible,  or  regularly  voted  from  year 
to  year,  according  to  the  direSion  of  the  miniftry  :  that 
the  fan»5lion  of  the  legiflature  granted  to  meafures  which 
in  themfelves  are  unconftitutional,  burthenfome,  odious, 
and  repugnant   to  the  genius   of  the  nation,   inftead  of 
yielding  confolation,  woufd  ferve  only  to  demonftrate, 
that  the  moft  effe£lual  method   of  forging  the  chains  of 
national  flavery  would  be   that  of  minlfterial  influence 
operating  upon  a  venal  parliament.    Such  were  the  reafbns 
urged  againft  a  ftanding  army,  of  what  number  foevcr  jt 
might  be  compqfed  :   but  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
number  from  about  eighteen  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand 
was  infifted   upon  as  the  natural  confequence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's   declaration,  by  which  they  were  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  eftablifbed ;  and  that 
he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  eafe  and  profperity 
of  his  people.    It  was  fuggefted,  that  if  eighteen  thoufand 
men  were  fufficient  on  the  fuppofed  eve  of  a  general  war  in 
Europe,   it   was  furely    reafonable  to   think   that  a  lefi 
number  would   fuffice   when  peace  was  perfe6lly  re-efla« 
blifhed.     Whatever  effeft  thefe  reafons  had  upon  the  body 
of  the  nation,  they  made  no  converts  in  theHoufe,  where 
the  majority  refolved  that  the  ftanding  army  fbould  be 
maintained** without  reduftion.     Mr.  Flumer  complained 
that  the  country  was  opprelTed  by  an  arbitrary  method  of 
quartering  foldiers,  in   an  undue  proportion,  upon  thofe 
publicans  who  refufed  to  vote  in  eledions  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  miniftry.     Mr,  Pulteney  afTerted  that 
the  money  raifed  for  the  fubfiftence  of  eighteen  thoufand 
men  in  England  would  maintain  fixty  thoufand  French 
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br  Germans,  or  the  fame  number  of  almoft  any  other  peo- 
ple on  the  continent.  Sir  William  Wyndham  declared 
that  eighteen  thoufand  of  the  Englifh  troops  in  the  late  ^i;''^!. 
War  were  maintained  on  lefs  than  two-thirds  of  the  fum 
now  demanded  for  the  like  number :  but  no  regard  wa$ 
paid  to  thefe  allegations. 

§  XXXIL  The  next  objefl:  of  importance  ihatattraded 
the  notice  of  the  Houfe  was  the  ftate  .of  the  charitable 
corporation*  This  company  was  firft  ereSed  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feVen  hundred  and  fevcn.  Their  profefled 
intention  was  to  lend  money  at  legal  intereft  to  the  poor^ 
upon  fmall  pledges  ;  and  to  perfons  of  better  rank  upon 
an  indubitable  fecurity  of  goods  impawned.  Their  capital 
was  at  firft  limited>  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds ;  but,  by 
licenfes  from  the  crown ^  they  increafed  it  to  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  though  their  charter  was  never  con- 
firmed by  ail  of  parliament.  In  thp  month  of  OSober, 
.George  Robinfon,  Efquire,  member  for  Marlow,  the 
cafliier,  and  John  Thompfon,  warehoufe- keeper  of  th^ 
corporation,  difapppared  in  one  day.  The  proprietors, 
alarmed  at  this  incident,  held  feveral  general  courts,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  infpeft  the  ftate  of  their  affkirs. 
They  reported,  that  for  a  capital  of  above  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  no  equivalent  was  found  ;  inafmuch  as 
their  efF^£ls  did  not  amount  to  the  value  of  thirty  thoufand^ 
the  remainder  having  been  embezzled  by  means  which 
they  could  not  difcover.  The  proprietors,  in  a  petition 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,^  reprefen ted  that  by  the  moft 
notorious  breach  of  trJ^  in  feveral  perfons  to  whom 
the  care  and  management  of  their  affairs  were  committed^ 
the  corporation  had  been  defrauded  of  tha  greateft  part  of 
their  capital;  and  that  jnany  of  the  petitioners  were  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  degree  of  mifery  and  diftrefs :  they, 
therefore,  prayed,  that  as  they  were  unable  to  deteft  the 
combinations  of  thofe  who  had  ruined  them,  or  to  bring  the 
delinquents  tojuftice,  without  the  aid  of  the  power  and 
authority  of  parliament,  the  Houfe  would  vouchfafe  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  corporation,  and  the  conduft 
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of  their  managers  ;  and  give  fuch  relief  to  the  petitioners 
as  to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  meet.  The  petition  was 
7731^  gracioufly  received,  and  a  fecret  committee  appointed  to 
proceed  on  the  enquiry.  They  foon  difcovered  a  mod 
iniquitous  fcene  of  fraud,  which  had  been  sfled  by  Robin- 
fon  and  Thompfon,  in  concert  with  fome  of  the  diredlors, 
fof*  embezzling  the  capital,  and  cheating  th«  proprietors* 
.  Many  perfons  of  rank  and  quality  were  concerned  in  this 
infamous  confpiracy :  fome  of  the  firft  charra£ters  in  the 
nation  did  not  efcape  fufpicion  and  cenfure.  Sir  Robert 
Sutton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant  were  expelled  the  Hoafe 
of  Commons,  as  having  had  a  confiderable  ihare  in  thofe 
fraudulent  pra£i;ices :  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  reftrain 
them  and  other  delinquents  from  leaving  the  kingdom,  or 
alienating  their  eiFe£b.  In  the  mean  time,  the  committee 
received  a  letter  from  Signor  John  Angelo  Belloni,  an 
eminent  banker  at  Rome,  giving  them  to  underftand,  that 
Thompfon  was  fecured  in  that  city,  with  all  his  papers, 
and  confined  to  the  caflle  of  St*  Angelo ;  and  that  the 
papers  were  tranfmrtted  to  his  correfpondent  at  Paris,  who 
would  deliver  them  up,  on  certain  conditions  fiipulated  in 
favour  of  the  prifoner.  This  letter  was  confidered  as  an 
artifice  to  infmuate  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  Pretender, 
as  if  he  had  taken  meafures  for  fecuring  Thompfon,  from 
his  zeal  for  juflice,  and  afFeSion  to  the  Englifh  people. 
On  this  fuppofition,  the  propofals  were  rejefled  with 
difdain ;  and  both  Houfes  concurred  !n  an  order  that  the 
letter  (hould  be  burned  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman.  The  Lower  Hoofe  re- 
folved  that  it  was  an  infolent  and  audacious  libel,  abfurd 
and  contradiftory  ;  that  the  whole  tranfaftion  wasafcan- 
dalous  artifice,  calculated  to  delude  the  unhappy,  and  to 
difguife  and  conceal  the  wicked  praflices  of  the  profefTed 
enemies  to  his  Majefly's  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity. 

§  XXXIII.  No  motion,  during  this  feiEon,  produced 
fuch  a  warm  conteft  as  did  that  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
when,  after  a  long  preamble,  he  propofed  that  the  duties 
upon  fait,  which  about  two  years  before  bad  been  abolifhed, 
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Should  now  be  revived,'  and  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  In 
order  to  fweeten  this  propofal,  he  declared  that  the  land-  ^rii* 
tax  for  the  enfuing  year  fliould  be  reduced  to  one  (hilling 
in  the  pound.  All  the  members  of  the  country-party 
were  immediately  in  commotion.  They  expreflcd  their 
furprife  at  the  groflhefs  of  the  impofitibn.  They  obferved 
that  two  years  had  fcarce  elapfed  fince  the  King,  in  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  had  exorted  them  to  abolifti  fome 
of  the  taxes  that  were  the  moft  burthenfome  to  the  poor  : 
the  Houfe  was  then  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  upon  fait 
was  the  moft  burthenfome,  and  the  moft  pernicious  to  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  of  all  the  impofttions  to  which  the 
poor  were  fubjeded,  and  therefore  it  was  taken  ofF:  but 
that  no  good  reafon  could  be  produced  for  altering  their 
opinion  fo  fuddenly,  and  refolving  to  grind  the  faces  of 
the  poor,  in  order  to  eafe  a  few  rich  pen  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft.  They  affirmed  that  the  moft  general  taxes  are  noj 
always  the  leaft  burthenfome:  th;at  after  a  nation  is 
obliged  to  extend  their  taxes  farther  than  thq  luxuries  of 
their  coantry,  thofe  taxes  that  can  be  raifed  with  the  leaft 
charge  to  the  publick  are  the  moft  convenient  and  eafieft 
to  the  people  :  but  they  ought  carefully  to  avoid  taxing 
thofe  things  which  are  neceffary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
poor.  The  price  of  all  neceffaries  being  thus  enhanced, 
the  wages  of  the  tradefman  and  maniifadurer  muft  b^ 
increafed ;  and  where  thefe  are  high  the  manufadlure^ 
will  be  underfold  by  thofe  of  cheaper  countries.  The 
trade  muft  of  confequence  be  ruined  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  the  landed  gentleman  would  choofe  to  favea 
ihilling  in  the  pound  from  the  land-tax,  by  means  of,  an 
expedient  tb^t  would  ruin  the  manufactures  of  his  country^ 
and  decreafe  the  value  of  his  own  fortune.  '  They  alledged 
that  the  falt-tax  particularly  affected  the  poof,  who  could 
not  afford  to  eat  frefli  provifions ;  and  that^  as  it  formerly 
occafioned  murmurs  and  difcontents  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  all  probability^ 
j^xafperate  them  into  open  fedition.    They  obferved,  that 
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while  it  was  exailed  in  England  a  great  numb^er  of  meK- 
chants  fent  their  (hips  to  Ireland,  to  be  victualled  forthejr 
,7!,^  ~  refpedtive  voyages :  that,  fince  it  had  been  abfolifliecj, 
many  experiments  had  been  fuccefsfully  tried  with  faft 
for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  which  would  be  en- 
tirely defeated  by  the  revival  of  this  impofition.  They 
fuggefted  that  the  land-tax  was  raifed  at  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pcnfe,  and  fubjed  to  no  fraud,  whereas  that  uppn  fait 
would  employ  a  great  number  of  additional  officers  in  the 
revjenue,  wholly  depending  upon  the  miniftry,  whofe  in- 
fluence in  eleflions  they  would  proportionably  increafe. 
.  They  even  hinted,  that  this  confideration  was  one  power- 
ful motive  for  propofing  the  revival  of  an  odious  tax, 
which  was  in  effeS  an  excife,  and  would  be  deemed  a 
ftep  towards  a  general  excife  upon  all  forts  of  provifions. 
Finally,  they  demonftrated  that  the  fait- tax  introduced 
numberlefs  frauds  and  perjuries  iq  difFeren^  articles  of 
traffick.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  endeavoured  {;o  obviate  all 
thefe  objeSions  in  a  Jorig  fpeech,  which  /  wa?.  minutely 
anfwered  and  refuted  in  every  article  by  Mr.  Pulteney. 
Neverthelefs,  the  queftion  being  put,  the  minifter's  motion 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  duty  reviyed  :  yet^ 
before  the  bill  pafled,  divers  mptipqs  were  made,  and  ad- 
ditional claufes  propofed  by  the  roepi|?ers  in  the  oppofition. 
New  debates  \yere  raifed  on  every  new  objedlipn,  and  the 
courtiers  were  obliged  to  difpute  their  ground  by  inches. 

-§  XXXIV.  The  penfion  bill  ^yas  revived,  and  for  the 
third  time  rejedled  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  A  bill  for  th^ 
encouragement  of  the  fugar  colonies  pafled  through  the 
Lower  Houfe  with  great  difficulty,  biJt  wa?  loft  among 
the  Peers  ;  another,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  freedpm  of 
parliaments,  by  further  qualifying  mj?mbers  to  fit  in  the 
Hovife  of  Conjmons,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  thrown 
put  upon  the  queftion.  A  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  enquire  into  a  fale  of  the  eftate  which  had  belonged  to 
the  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater.  It  appeared  by  the  report, 
that  the  fale  had  been  fraudulent  :  a  bill  was  prepared  to 
make  it  .void  :  Depnjs  Bond,  Efquire,  and  Serjeant  Birch, 
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<:ommiflioners  for  the  fale  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  were 
declared  guilty  of  notorious  breach  of  truft,  and  expelled 
the  Houfe,  of  which  they  were  members :  George  Robin- 
fon,  Efquire,    underwent  the  fame  fentence,  on  account 
of  the  part  he  aded  in  the  charitable  corporation,  as  he 
and   Thompfon   had   neglefted  to   furrender  themfelves, 
according  to  the  terms  of  a  bill  which  had'paflcd  for  that 
purpofe.     During  this  feffion,  five  members  of  parliament 
were  expelled   for  the  mo^  fordid  afts  of  knavery  :  a  fure 
iign  of  .national  degeneracy  and  diflionour.     All  the  fup- 
plies  were  granted,   and,  among  other  articles,  the  fum  of 
two-and- twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred  ninety-four  pounds, 
fevcn  {hillings,  and  fix  pence,  for  the  agio  or  difference  of 
the  fubfidles  payable  to  the  crown  of  Denmark,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  the  late  king  and 
that  monarch :  but  this  was  not  obtakied  withouta  violent 
difpute.     Mr.  Pulteney,  who  bore  a  confiderable  fhare  in 
all  thefe  debates,  became  in  a  little  time  fo  remarkable  as 
to  be  thought  worthy  of  a  very  particular  mark  of  his 
Majefty's  difpleafure.     The  King,  on  the  firft  day  of  July, 
called  for  the  council- book,  and  with  his  own  hand  ftruck 
the  name  of  William  Pulteney,  Efquire,  out  of  the  lift  of 
privy-counfellors  :  his  Majefty  further  ordered  him  to  be 
put  out  of  all  the  commiffions  of  the  peace.     The  feyeral 
lord-lieutenants  from  whom  he  had  received  deputations 
were  commanded  to  revoke  them  ;  and  the  Lord -Chan- 
cellor and  Secretaries   of  State  were  direfted  to  give  the 
neceffary  orders  for  that  purpofe. 

§  XXXV.  Nor  did  the  Houfe  of  Peers  tamely  and 
unanimoufly  fubmit  to  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry.  The 
penfion-bill  being  read,  was  again  rejeded,  and  a  proteft 
entered.  A  debate  arofe  about  the  number  of  ftanding 
forces  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Chefierfield  argued  Tor  the  court 
motion.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  moved,  that  they  might  be 
reduced  to  twelve  thoufand  efFeflive  men.  1  he  Earl  of 
Winchelfea  obferved,  that  a  ftanding  army  rendered  mini- 
fters  of  ftate  more  daring  than  otherwife  they  would  be, 
in  contriving  and  executing  projeds  that  were  grievous  tp 

H  h  4  tbf 


471 


1731 


472  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

the  people :  fchemes  that  never  could  enter  into  the  heads 
of  any  but  thofe  who  were  drunk  with  excefs  of  power* 
i-^p^       The  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  in  reafoning  againfl  fuch  a 
number  as  the  miniftry  propofed,  took  occafion  to  obferve, 
that*not  on^  fhilling  of  the  forfeited  eftates  was  ever  ap- 
plied to  the  ufe  of  the  publick :  he  likewife  took  notice, 
that  the  eighteen  thoufand  men,  demanded  as  a  (landing 
forpe,  were  modelled  in  fuch  a  manner,, that  they  might 
be  fpeedily  augmented   to  forty   thoufand  men  on  any 
emergency.     The  Duke  of  Argyle  endeavoured  to  dembn- 
ftrate  the  danger  of  depending  for  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
dom upon  an  undifciplined  militia,  a  fleet,  or  an  army  of 
auxiliaries.     Then  he  reprefented  the  neceffity  of  having 
recourfe  to  a  regular  army  in  cafe  of  invafion  ;  and  after 
all   acknowledged  that  the  number  propofed  was  no  way 
fulEcient  for  that  purpofe.     All  his  arguments  were  an* 
fwered  and  refuted  in  an  excellent  fpeech  by  Lord  Car-> 
teret :  neverthelefs,  viSory  declared  for  the  minifter.  The 
parliament  having  granted  every  branch  of  the  fupply,  to- 
wards the  payment  of  which   they  borrowed  a  fum  from 
the  finking  fund,  and  palTed  divers  other  a£ts  for  the  en- 
couragement of  commerce  and  agriculture,  the  King,  on 
An.  1732.    the  firft  day  of  June,  gave  the  royal  ^ffent  to  the  bills  that 
were  prepared,    and  clofed  the  fef&on,  after  having  in- 
formed both  Houfes  that  the  States-General  l^ad  acceded 
to  the  treaty  of  Vienna  :  that  he  had  determined  to  vifit 
his  German  dominions,  and  to  leave  the  Queen  regent  in 
his  abferrce.     He  accordingly  fet  out  for  Hanover  in  the 
beginning  of  June.     By  this  time  the  pragmatick  fandion 
was  confirmed  by  the  diet  of  the  empire,  though  not  with- 
out a  formal  proteft  by  the  Electors  Palatine,  Bavaria,  an4 
Saxony. 
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CHAP.       V. 

\      .      . 

§  I.  jRemariable  injiak^e  *of  fwcide.  §  II.  Affairs  of  the 
continent,  §  III.  Afteting  of  the  parliament,,  §  IV.  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  King  touching  the  Spanijh  depredations,  §  V. 
The  excife  fcheme  propofed  by  Sir  R,  TFalpole.  §  VI.  Oppo^ 
ftionto  the- fcheme  §  VII.  Bill  for  a  dower  to  the  Princefs 
Royal,  §  VIII.  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  concerning 
the  ejiates  of  the  late  direSlors  of  the  South -Sea  company. 
^  IX.  Double  eleSiion  of  a  king  in  Poland,  §  X.  The  Kings 
of  France^  Spain ^  and  Sardinia  join  againjl  the  Emperor, 
§  XI.  The  Prince  of  Orange  arrives  in  England,  §  XII. 
Alter catton  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons i  §  XI IL  Debate 
about  the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton  and  Lord  Vif count 
Cobham  from  their  refpeSlive  regiments,  §  XIV.  Motion 
for  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial  a£f*  §  XV.  Conclujion  of 
a  remarkable  fpeech  by  Sir  W,  Wyndham,  §  XVI.  Meffage 
from  the  King  for  powers  to  augment  the  forces  in  the  inter '^ 
vols  between  the  two  parliaments,  $  XVII.  Oppoftion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  Parliament  diffdved.  §  XVIII.  Dantzick 
bejieged  by  the  RuffuinSy  §  XIX.  Philipfburgh  taken  by  the 
French.  Don  Carlos  takes  poffejpon  of  Naples.  §  XX.  Battle 
of  Parma.  §  XXL  The  Imperiali/ls  are  again  worjied  at 
Guaftalla,  An  ediSi  in  France  compelling  the  Britijhfubje£fs 
in  that  kingdom  to  inliji  in  the  French  army,  §  XXII.  New 
parliament  in  Great-Britain,  •§  XXIII.  Debate  onafubfidy 
to  Denmark.  §  XXIV.  Petition  of  fome  Scottijh  noble-- 
men  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  §  XXV.  Bill  explaining  an 
a&  of  the  Scottijh  parliament  touching  wrongucus  imprijon* 
ment,  §  XXVI.  Mifunderjlanding  between  the  courts  of 
Spain  and  Portugal.  Sir  John  Norris  fails  with  ajirong 
fquadron  to  Lijbon.  §  XXVII.  Preliminaries  figned  by 
ihe  Emperor  and  the  King  of  France.  §  XXVIIi.  Pro- 
eeedings  in  parliament.  §  XXIX.  Bill  for  pretending  the 
retail  offpirituous  liquors.  Another  for  ihe  relief  of  fakers 
in  the  article  of  tithes^  %  XXX.  Mortmain  off.  §  XXXI. 
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Remarkable  riot  at  Edinburgh.  §  XXXII.  Rupture  b€' 
iween  the  Czarina  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  §  XXXIII, 
7he  ftjfion  of  parliament  opened  hy  commijjion.  §  XXXIV. 
Motion  in  both  Houfes  for  a  feitlement  on  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  §  XXXV.  Fierce  debate  on  this  fuhje5i. 
§  XXXVI.  Scheme  by  Sir  y,  Barnard  for  reducing  the  in  ^^ 
terefi  of  the  national  debt.  §  XXX  VII.  Bill  againj  the 
city  of  Edinburgh.     §  XXXVIII.  Play-houfe  bill. 

§  I.  r  I  ^  H  E  nioft  remarkable  incident  that  diftinguifli* 
X    cd  this  year  in  Englandwas  a  very  uncommon 
1732.       inftance  of  furcide  ;  an  aft  of  defpair  fo   frequent  among 
the  Englifli,  that  in  other  countries  it  is  objefted  to   them 
as  a  national   reproach.      Though  it  may   be   generally 
termed  the  efFe£l  of  lunacy  proceeding  from  natural  caufes 
operating  on  the  human   body,  in  fome  few   inflances  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  refult  of  cool  deliberation,     firfch- 
ard  Smith,  a  bookbinder,  and  prifoner  for  debt  within  the 
liberties  of  the  King's-Bench,  perfuaded  his  wife  to  follow 
his  example  in  making  away  with  herfelf,    after  they  had 
murthered  their  little  infant.     This  wretched  pair  were  in 
the  month  of  April  found  hanging  in  their  bed-chamber, 
at  about   a  yard's  diftance  from   each   other  \  and  in  a 
feparate  apartment  the  child   lay  dead   in  a  cradle.     They 
left  two  papers  enclofed  in  a  (faort  letter  to  their  landlord, 
whofe  kindnefs  they  implored  in  favour  of  their  dog  and 
cat.     They  even  left  mopey  to  pay  the  porter  who  fhould 
carry  the  enclofed    papers  to  the  perfon  for  whom  thejr 
were  addrefTed.     In  one  of  thefethe  hufband  thanked  that 
perfon  for  the  marks  of  friendfhip   he  had  received  at  his 
hands  ;  and  complained  of  the  ill  offices  he  had  undergone 
from  a  different  quarter.     The  other  paper,    fubfcribed  by 
the  hufband  and  wife,   contained  .the   reafons  which  in- 
duced them  tora£l  fuch  a  tragedy  on  themfelvcs  and  their 
offspring.     This  letter  was   altogether  furprifing  for  the 
€a)m  refolution,  the  good  humour,   and  the  proj^riety  with 
which  it  was  Written.     They  declared,  that   they  with- 
^f^ew  themfelves  from   poverty    and    rags;    evils  that, 
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through  a  train  of  unlucky  accidents,  were  become  in- 
,evi table.  They  appealed  to  their  neighbours  for  the  in- 
duftry  with  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  earn  a  liveli-  173*. 
hood.  They  juftified  the  murther  of  their  child,  by  faying, 
it  was  lefs  cruelty  to  take  her  with  them,  than  to  leave 
her  friend  lefs  in  the  world,  expofed  to  ignorance  and 
mifery.  They  profeffed  their  belief  and  confidence  in  an 
Almighty  God,  the  fountain  of  goodnefs  arid  beneficence^' 
vho  could  not  pofHbly  t;^ke  delight  in  the  mifery  of  his 
9reacure§  :  they,  therefore,  refigned  ud  their  lives  to  him 
without  any  terrible  apprehenfions^fubmitting  themfelves 
to  thofe  ways  which,  in  his  goodnefs,  he  (hould  appoint 
^fter  death.  Thofe  unfortunate  fuicides  had  been  always 
i;idui):rious  and  frugal,  invincibly  hon^ft,  and  remarkable 
for  conjugal  affeftion, 

§11.  Truftees  having  been  appointed  by  charter  to 
Superintend  a  new  Settlement  in  Georgia,  fituated  to  the 
ibuthwatd  of  Carolina  in  America,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  a$ 
general,  and  governor  of  the  province,  embarked  atGravef- 
end,  with  a  number  of  poor  families,  to  plant  that  colony, 
7"he  King  of  Spain  having  equipped  a  very  powerful  arma- 
ment, the  fleet  failed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  from  the 
foad  of  Alicaift,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de 
Montemar,  and  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oran,  where  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  was  landed  without  much  oppofition.  Next  day, 
however,  they  were  attacked  by  a  numerous  army  of 
Moors,  over  whom  they  obtained  a  complete  vidtory. 
The  Bey  or  governor  of  Oran  immediately  retired  with 
his  garrifon,  and  the  Spaniards  took  pofieifion  of  the  place, 
from  which  they  had  been  driyen  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  ^nd  eight.  Theftrong  fortof  Mazalaquivir 
was  likewife  furrepdered  to  th^  vi(£lors  at  the  firll  fummons^ 
fo  that  this  expedition  anfwered  all  the  views  with  which 
jt  had  been  projeded,  Vidor  Amadseus,  the  abdicated 
Kingof  Sardinia,  having,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  wife, 
f  ngaged  in  fpme  intrigues,  in  ordef  to  re-afcend  the  throne,  - 
his  fon,  thQ  reigning  king,  ordered  his  perfon  to  be  feifed 
^t  Moritcalier,  ?ind  conveyed  to  B^iyoli,  ynder  ^  ftrong 

pfcort. 
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efcort.  ^  His  wife,  the  Marchionefs  de  Spigno,  was  con- 
du(5led  to  Seva.  The  old  King*s  confeffor,  his  phyfician, 
i73»-  and  cight-and-forty  perfons  of  diftinftion  were  imprifoned. 
Thecitadelof  Turin  w^sfecured  with  a  ftronggarrifon;  and 
new  inftrudions  were  given  to  the  governor  and  fenate  of 
Chamberri.  The  difpute  which  had  long  fubfifted  between 
the  King  of  Pruffia  and  the  young  Prince  of  Orange,  touch- 
ing the  fucceffion  to  the  eftates  poffefled  by  King  William 
111.  as  head  of  the  houfc  of  Orano-e,  was  at  laft  accotn- 
modated  by  a  formal  treaty  figned  at  Berlin  and  Dieren. 
The  Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed  about  this  time  with  an 
apprehenfion  of  being  overwhelmed  by  an  inundation, 
occafioned  by  worms,  which  were  faid  to  have  confumed 
the  piles  and  limber-work  that  fupported  their  dykes. 
They  prayed  and  fafted  with  uncommon  zeal,  in  terroqr  of 
this  calamity,  which  they  did  not  know  how  to  avert  in 
any  other  manner.  y\t  length,  they  were  delivered  from 
their  fears  by  a  hard  froft,  which  efFeftually  deftroyed  thofe 
dangerous  animals.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Dieden,  ple- 
nipotentiary from  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  received,  in 
the  name  of  his  mafter,  the  inveftiture  of  Bremen  and 
Vexden  from  the  hands  of  the  Emperor. 

§  III.  The  hiftory  of  England  at  this  period  cannot  be 
very  interefting,  as  it  chiefly  confifts  in  an  annual  revo- 
lution of  debates  in  parliament.  Debates,  in  which  the 
fame  arguments  perpetually  recur  on  the  fame  fubjeds. 
When  the  feffion  was  Opened  oh  the  fixteenth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, the  King  declared,  that  the  iituation  of  affairs  both 
at  home  and  abroad  rendered  it  unneceflary  for  him  to  lay 
before  the  two  Houfes  any  other  reafons  for  calling  them 
together,  but  the  ordinary  defpatch  of  the  publick  bufi- 
nefs,  and  his  deilreof  receiving  their  advice  in  fiich  affairs 
as  fhould  require  the  care  and  confideration  of  parliament. 
The  motion  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fof  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  implied,  that  they  fhould  exprefs  their  fatisfafUon 
at  the  prefent  (ituation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  motion  t^as  carried,  hotwithftanding  the  oppofition 
of  thofe  who  obferved,  that  the  nation  had  very  little  rea- 
fon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs ;  that 
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the  French  were  employed  in  fortifying  and  reftoring  the 
harbour  of  Dunkirk,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  moft 
folemn  treaties  :  that  the  Britifh  merchants  had  received  1732 
no  redrefs  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards: 
that  the  commerce  of  England  daily  decreafed  :  that  no 
fort  of  trade  throve  but  the  traflick  of  Change-Alley, 
where  the  moft  abomiQable  frauds  were  pradifed ;  and 
that  every  fefHon  of  parliament  opened  a  new  fcene  of 
villainy  and  impofition. 

§  IV.  The  penfion  bill  was  once  more  revived,  and 
loft  again  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  All  thereafons  former- 
ly advanced  againft  a  ftanding  army  were  now  repeated ; 
and  a  reduftion  of  the  number  infifted  upon  with  fuch 
warmth,  that  the  minifterial  party  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  old  phantom  of  the  Pretender.  Sir  Archer 
Croft  faid  a  continuation  of  the  fame  number  of  forces 
was  the  more  neceffary,  becaufe,  to  his  knowledge,  popery 
wasincreafing  very  faft  in  the  country  ;  for,  in  one  parifli 
which  he  knew,  there  were  feven  popifh  priefts ;  and 
that  the  danger  from  the  Pretender  was  the  more  to  be 
feared,  becaufe  they  did  not  know  but  he  was  then  breed- 
ing his  fon  a  proteftant.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  obferved, 
that  a  reduction  of  the  army  was  the  chief  thing  wiflied 
for  and  defired  by  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  kingdom  :  that 
no  reduiSlion  had  ever  been  made  but  what  gave  frefh 
hopes  to  that  party,  and  encouraged  them  to  raife  tumults 
againft  the  government ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
if  they  (hould  refolve  to  reduce  any  part  of  the  army,  there 
would  be  poft-horfes  employed  that  very  night  to  carry 
the  good  news  beyond  fea  to  the  Pretender.  His  brother 
Horatio  added  that  the  number  of  troops  then  propofed 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fupport  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment, and  would  be  neceiTary  as  long  as  the  nation  en- 
joyed the  happinefs  of  having  the  prefent  illuftrious  family 
on  the  throne.  The  futility,  the  fdif-contradidlion,  and 
the  ridiculous  abfurdityof  thefe  fuggeftions  were  properly 
expofed  :  neverthelefs,  the  army  was  voted  without  any 
redu<5lion.     Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon  having  made  a  motion 

for 
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for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  to  know  what  fatisfadion  ha« 
been  made  by  Spain  for  the  depredations  committed  on  the 
1732.  Britifli  merchants,  it  was  after  a  violent  debate  approved^ 
and  the  addrefs  prefented.  The  King,  in  anfwer  to  this 
remonftrance,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  the  meeting 
of  the  commiiTaries  of  the  two  crowns  had  been  fo  long 
delayed  by  unforefeen  accidents;  that  the  conferences 
were  not  opened  till  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding 
February ;  and  that  as  the  courts  of  London  and  Madrid 
had  agreed  that  the  term  of  three  years  ftipulated  for 
finiihing  the  commif&on  fhould  be  computed  from'their 
lirft  meeting,  a  perfeft  account  of  their  proceedings  could 
not  as  yet  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  A  bill 
had  been  long  depending  for  granting  encouragement  to 
the  fugar  colonies  in  the  Weft- Indies ;  but,  as  it  was 
founded  upon  a  prohibition  that  would  have  put  a  flop  to 
all  commerce  between  the  French  iflands  and  the  Britl/h 
fettlements  in  North-America,  it  met  with  a  very  warm 
oppofition  from  thofe  who  had  the  profperity  of  ihofe  north- 
ern colonies  at  heart.  But  the  bill  being  patronifed  and 
fupported  by  the  court  intereft,  furmounted  all  objections  ^ 
and  afterwards  pafied  into  a  law.  While  the  Commons 
deliberated  upon  the  fupply,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved^ 
that  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  ifTued  out  of 
the  fmking  fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  Sir 
William  Wyndh^m,  Mr.  Pulteney,and  Sir  John  Barnard, 
expatiated  upon  the  iniquity  of  pillaging  a  facred  depofit, 
folemnly  appropriated  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt. 
They  might  have  dcmonflrated  the  egregious  folly  of  a 
meafure,  by  which  the  publick,  for  a  little  temporary  eafe, 
lofl  the  advantage  of  the  accumulatinp;  intereft  which  would 
have  arifen  from  the  finking  fund  if  properly  managed  and 
referved.  All  objediions  vanifhed  before  the  powers  of 
minifterial  influence,  which  nothing  now  could  check  but 
the  immediate  danger  of  popular  commotion.  Such 
hazardous  interpofition  aftually  defeated  a  fcheme  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  minifter,  and  even  before  its  ap- 
pearance alarmed  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation, 
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-  §  V,  The  Houfe  having  rciolved  itfelf  inco  a  cotntfiittee, 
to  deliberate  upon  the  moft  proper  methods  for  the  better 
iecurity  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  revenues-  Z73» 
charged  upon  tobacco  and  wines,  all  the  papers  relating 
to  thefe  duties  were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  mem- 
bers :  the  commiflioners  of  the  Cuftonis  and  Excife  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  the  avenues  of  which  were 
crowded  with  multitudes  of  people  ;  and  the  members  in 
the  oppofition  waited  impatiently  for  a  propofal,  in  which 
they  thought  the  liberties  of  their  country  fo  deeply  in- 
terefted.  In  a  word,  there  had  been  a  call  of  the  Houfe 
on  the  preceding  day.  The  feflion  was  frequent  and 
full ;  and  both  fides  appeared  ready  and  eager  for  the 
conteft,  when  Sir  Robert  Walpole  broached  his  defign. 
He  took  notice  of  the  arts  which  had  been  ufed  to  pre- 
judice the  people  againft  his  plan  before  it  was  known. 
He  affirmed  that  the  clamours  occafioned  by  thefe  preju- 
dices had  originally  rifen  from  fmugglers  and  fraudulent 
dealers,  who  had  enriched  themfelves  by  cheating  the 
publick  ;  and  that  thefe  had  been  ftrenuoufly  af&fted  and 
(upported  by  another  fet  of  men,  fond  of  every  opportunity 
t^  ftir  up  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to  mutiny  and  fe- 
dition.  He  expatiated  on  the  frauds  that  were  committed 
in  that  branch  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  duties  on 
tobacco;  upon  the  hardfhips  to  which  the  American 
planters  were  fubjefted  by  the  heavy  duties  payable  on 
importation,  as  well  as  by  the  ill  ufage  they  had  met  with 
from  their  fa£^ors  and  correfpondents  in  England,  who,^ 
from  being  their  fervants,  were  now  become  their  mafters  ; 
upon  the  injury  done  to  the  fair  trader;  and  the  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  publick  with  refpeft  to  the  revenue.  He 
afTerted  that  the  fcheme  he  was  about  to  propofe  would 
remove  all  thefe  incohveniences,  prevent  numberlels  frauds, 
perjuries,  and  falfe  entries,  and  add  two  or  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  to  the  publick  revenue.  He 
entered  into  a  long  detail  of  frauds  pradifed  by  the  knavifh 
dealer  in  thofe  commodities  :  he  recited  the  feveral  ads 
•f  parliament  that  related,  to  the  duties  on  wine  and 
5  ^  tobacco; 
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tobacco :  he  declared  he  had  no  intention  to  promote  t 
general  excife :  he  endeavoured  to  obviate  fome  objedions 
173Z.  that  might  be  made  to  hi$  plan,  the  nature  of  which  he 
at  length  explained.  He  propofed  to  join  the  laws  of  Ex- 
cife to  thofe  of  the  Cuftonas :  that  the  further  fubfidy  of 
three  farthings  per  pound  charged  upon  imported  tobacco 
ihould  be  ftiii  levied  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  payable 
to  his  Majefty's  civil-lift  as  heretofore  :  that  then  the 
tobacco  {hould  be  lodged  in  warehoufes,  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  Excife  :  that 
the  keeper  of  each  warehoufe,  appointed  likewife  by  the 
commiiSoners,  ihould  have  one  lock  and  key,  and  the 
merchant- importer  have  another  :  and  that  the  tobacco 
fbould  be  thus  fecured  until  the  merchant  (hould  find  vent 
for  it,  either  by  exportation  or  home  confumption  :  that 
the  part  defigned  for  exportation  {hould  be  weighed  at  the 
Cuftom-Houfe,  difcharged  of  the  three  farthings  per  pound 
which  had  been  paid  at  its  iirft  importation,  and  then 
exported  without  further  trouble  :  that  the  portion  deftined 
for  home  confumption  fhould,  in  prefence  of  the  ware«* 
houfe-keeper,  be  delivered  to  the  purchafer,  upon  his  pay-. 
ing  the  inland  duty  of  four  pence  per  pound  weight  to 
the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  it ;  by  which  means 
the  merchant  would  be  eafed  of  the  inconvenience  of  pay- 
ing the  duty  upon  importation,  or  of  granting  bonds  and 
finding  fureties  for  the  payment,  before  he  had  found  a 
market  for  the  commodity :  that  all  penalties  and  for- 
feitures,, fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged  to  the  crown, 
Ihould  for  the  future  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  publick  : 
that  appeals  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  cafes  relating  to 
the  excife,  (hould  be  heard  and  determined  by  two  or  three 
of  the  judges,  to  be  named  by  his  Majefly;  and  in  the 
country,  by  the  judge  of  affife  upon  the  next  circuit, 
who  (hould  hear  and  determine  fuch  appeals  in  the  moft 
fummary  manner,  without  the  formality  of  proceedings  in 
courts  of  law  or  equity. 

§  VI.  Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the*  famous   excife 
fcheme,  in  favour  of  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved, 

that 
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that  the  duties  and  fubfidies  on  tobacco  fhould  from  and  chap. 
after  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  June  ceafe  and  determine,  ^  '_  ^ 
The  debate  which  enfued  was  managed  and  maintained  by  1732. 
all  the  able  fpeakers  on  both-  fides  of  the  queftion.  Sit  ' 
Robert  \^alpole  was  anfwcred  by  Mr.  Perry,  member  for 
the  city  of  London.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  joined  in  the  op- 
pofition.  Sir  John  Barnard,  another  reprefentative  of 
London>,  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  fame  caufe.  He  was 
fuppor'ted  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Sir  William  Wyndham,  and 
other  patriots.  Thefcheme  was  efpoufed  by  Sir  Philip 
Yorke,  appointed  lord- chief- juftice  of  the  King's-Bench, 
and  ennobled  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year.  Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyi  approved  of  the  projeft^  which  was  likewife  - 
iftrenuoufly  defended  by  Lord  Hervey,  Sir  Thomas  Robin-^ 
fon,  Sir  William  Yonge,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Winning- 
ton,  which  laft  excelled  all  his  cotemporaries  of  the  mini- 
ftry  m  talents  and  addrefs.  Thofe  who  argued  againfl: 
the  fcheme  accufed  the  minifter  of  having  mifreprefented 
the  frauds,  and  made  falfe  calculations.  With  refpe<a  to 
the  fuppofed  hardftiips  under  which  the  planters  were  faid 
to  labour,  they  affirmed  that  no  planter  had  ever  dreamed 
of  complaining,  untij  inftigated  by  letters  and  applications 
from  London :  that  this  fcheme,  far  from  relieving  the 
planters,,  would  expofe  the  fadlors  to  fuch  grievous  op- 
preiSon,  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  continue  the 
trade,  confequently  the  planters  would  be  entirely  ruined  ; 
arid  after  all  it  would  not  prevent  thofe  frauds  againfl 
which  it  was  faid  to  be  provided  :  that  from  the  examina- 
tion of  the  commiffionors  of  theCufioms,  it  appeared 
that  thofe  frauds  did  not  exceed  forty  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  and  might  in  a  great  meafure  be  aboliflied,  by 
a  due  execution  of  the  laws  in  being  ;  confequently  this 
fcheme  was  unneceflary,  would  be  inefFedual  in  augment- 
ing the  revenue,  deftructive  to  trade,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  fiibjedl:,  as  it  tended  to  promote  a 
general  excife,  which  was  in  all  countries  confidered  as^a 
grievous  oppreffion*  They  fuggefted  that  it  would  pro- 
duce an  additional  fvvarm  of  excife-officers  and  warehoufc- 
Vot.  IL  I  i  •  .  keepers. 
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keepers,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Treafury,   fo  as  to 
multiply  the  dependents  on  the  crown,  and  enable  it  ftill 
1732^       further  to   influence  the  freedom  of  cle<3ions  :  4hat  the 
traders   would   become    flaves  to  excifemen   and   ware- 
houfe-keepers,  as  they  would  be   debarred   all  accefs  to 
their  commodities,  except  at  certain  hours,  when  attended 
by  thofe  officers  :   that  the  merchant,  for  every  quantity  of 
tobacco  he  could  fell,  would  be  obliged  to  make  a  journey, 
or  fend  a  mefTenger  to  the  office  for  a  permit,  which  could 
not  be  obtained  without  trouble,  expenfe,  and  delay  :  and 
that  (hould  a  law  be  enadled  in  confequence  of  this  mo- 
tion, it   would    in  all  probability  be  fome  time  or  other 
tifed  as  a  precedent  for  introducing  excife  Jaws  into  every 
branch  of  the  Revenue  :  in  which  cafe  the  liberty  of  Great- 
Britain  would   be  no  more.     In  the  courfe  of  this  debate. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  notice  of  the  multitudes  which 
had  befet  all  the  approaches  to  the  Houfe.     He  faid   it 
would  be  an  eafy  tafk  for  a  defigning  feditious  per/on  to 
raife  a  tumult  and  diforder  among  them  :   that  gentlemen 
might  give  them  what   name  they  fhould   chink  fit,  and 
afPifm  they  were  corneas  humble  fuppliants  ;  but  he  knew 
whom   the  law  called   fturdy    beggars ;    and  thofe  who 
brought  them  to  that  place  could  not  be  certain  bat  that 
they  might  behave  in  the  fame  manner.     This  inilnuatiott 
was  refented  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  who  obferved  that  mer- 
chants  of  charader  had  a  right  to  come  down  to  the 
Court  of  Requefts,  and  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  order  to  foUicit  their  friends  and  acquaintance  againft 
any  fcheme  or  projed  which  they  might  think  prejudicial 
to  their  commerce  :    that  when   be  came  into  the  Houfe, 
he  faw  none  but  fuch  as  deferved  the  appellation  of  flurdy 
beggars  as  little  as  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  or 
An.  1733*    s^y  gentleman  whatever.     After  a  warm  difpute  the  mo- 
tion was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty-one  voice^.    Several 
r^folutions  were  founded  on  the  propofal ;  and  to  thefe  the 
Houfe  agreed,  though  not  without  another  violent  conteft. 
The   refolutions   produced  a  bil],  againft  which  petitions 
were    preferred    by     the     lord-mayor,     aldermen,    and 

I  *  common- 
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council  ot  London,  the  cities  of  Coventry  and  Notting- 
hain;i  A  motion  was  made  that  counfel  fliould  be  heard 
for  the  city  of  London;  but  it  was  rcjefted  by  the  ma-  X733' 
jority,and  the  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
Had  the  minifter  encountered  no  oppofition  but  that  which 
appeared  within  doors,  his  projeft  would  have  certainly 
been  carried  into  execution  :  but  the  whole  nation  was 
alarmed,  and  clamoured  loudly  againft  the  excife-bill. 
The  populace  ftill  crowded  around  Weftminfter-hall, 
blocking  up  all  the  Avenues  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
They  even  infultedthe  perfons  of  thofe  members  who  had 
Voted  for  the  miniftry  on  this  occafion ;  and  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  began  to  be  in  fear  of  his  life.  He,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  drop  the  defign,  by  moving  that  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  might  be  poftponed  till  the 
twelfth  day  of  June.  Then  complaint  being  made  of  the 
infolence  of  the  populace,  who  had  maltreated  feveral 
members,  divers  refolutions  were  taken  againft  thofe  tu« 
multuous  crowds,  and  their  abettors  :  thefe  refolves  were 
communicated  to  the  lord-mayor  of  London,  the  fherijF  of 
Middlefex,  and  the  high-bailiff  of  Weftminfter.  Some 
individuals  were  apprehended  in  the  Court  of  Requefts,  as 
having  fomented  the  difturbances  ;  but  they  were  foon 
releafed.  The  mifcarriage  of  the  bill  was  celebrated  with 
publick  rejoicings  in  London  and  Weftminfter  j  and  the 
minifter  was  burned  in  effigy  by  the  populace.  After  the 
mifcarriage  of  theexcife-fcheme,  the  Houfe  unanimoufly 
refolved  to.enquire  into  the  frauds  and  abufes  in  the  Cuf- 
toms ;  and  a  committee  of  twenty-one  perfons  was  chofen 
by  ballot  for  this  purpofe. 

§  Vn.  The  fubfequent  debates  of  this  feffion  were  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous  praSice  of  ftock- 
jobbing,  which  with  great  difficulty  made  its  way  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  who  propofed  fome  amendments,  in 
confequence  of  which  it  was  laid  afide  ;  and  by  another 
bill  cftabliftiing  a  lottery,  to  raife  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  had  fuffered  by  the  cha- 
ritable corporation.     After  haying  undergone  fome  alter- 

I  i  2  ations 


484  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

atrons  it  pailed  through  both  Houfes,  and  obtained  the* 
royal  affent.  The  King,  by  a  melTage  to  parliament,  had 
1733*  fignified  his  intention  to  give  the  Princefs  Royal  in  mar- 
riage to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  promifing  himfelf  their  con- 
currence and  affiftance,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  heilow 
fuch  a  portion  with  his  eldeft  daughter  as  (hould  befuitable 
to  theoccafion.  The  Cominons  immediately  refolved^. 
that  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  the  fale  of  lands  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's  his  Majefty  fhoiild  be  empower- 
ed to  apply  fourfcore  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  marriage  dower 
for  his  daughter ;  and  a  claufe  for  this  purpofe  was  in- 
serted in  the  bill,  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  apply  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  finking  fund  for  the  - 
fervice  of  the  current  year. 

§  VIII.  The  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  ftill 
more  animated,  though  ineifedluaL  The  debates  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  penfion-bill,  the  number  of  land  forces^ 
and  a  motion  made  by  Lord  Bathurft,  for  an  account 
of  the  produce  of  the  forfeited  eftates  which  had 
belonged  to  the  diredors  of  the  South- Sea  company. 
Thetruftees  for  thefe  eftates  had  charged  themfelves  with 
a  great  fum  of  money,  and  the  lords  in  the  oppofition 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  know  how  it  bad  b^en  dif- 
pofed.  The  miniftry  had  reafons  to  ftifle  this  enquiry; 
and,  therefore,  oppofed  it  with  all  their  vigour.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  motion  was  carried,  after  a  warm  difpute,  and 
the  direftors  of  the  South- Sea  company  were  ordered  to 
lay  the  account  before  the  Houfe.  From  this,  it  appeared 
that  the  large  fums  of  money  arifing  from  the  forfeited 
eftates  had  been  diftributed  among  the  proprietors^  by  way 
of  dividend,  even  before  recourfe  was  had  to  parliament 
for  directions  in  what  manner  that  produce  fliould  be  ap- 
plied :  Lord  Bathurft,  therefore,  moved  for.a  refolution  of 
theHo'ufe,  that  thedifpofalofthis  money  by  way  of  dividend, 
without  any  order  or  direction  of  a  general  court  for  that 
purpofe,  was  a  violation  of  the  a£l  of  parliament  made  for 
the  difpolal  thereof,  and  a  manifeft  injuftice  doi^e  to  the 
proprietors  of  that  ftock.    The  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  in 
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•order  to  gain  time,  moved,  that  as  the  account  was  con- 
fufed,   and  almoft  unintelligible,   the  prefent  dire6tors  of 
the  company  might  be  ordered  to   lay  before  the  Houfe  a        1733. 
further  and  more  diftin(5l  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  had  been  difpofed.     A  violent  conteft  enfued, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  Houfe  divided,  and  of  fifry-fevea 
peers  who  voted  for  the  delay,  forty-fix  were  fuch  as  en- 
joyed preferment  in  the  church,  commiffions  in  the  army, 
or  civil  employments  under  the  government.     At  length 
Lord  Bathurft  waved  his  motion  for  that  time :  then  the 
Houfe    ordered  that  the  prefent  and  former  direftors  of  the 
South-Sea  company,  together  with   the  late  ,infpe<ftors  of 
their   accounts,  fhould  attend,  and  be  examined.     They 
'were  accordingly  interrogated,   and   gave  fo  little  fatis- 
fadion,  that  Lord  Bathurft  moved  for  a  committee  of  en- 
quiry ;  but  the  queftion   being    put,   was   carried  in  the 
negative :   yet  a  vjery    ftrong   proteft   was  entered  by  the 
lords  in  the  oppofition.     The  next  fubjedil  of  altercation 
jwas  the  bill  for  miiapplying   part   of  ^he  produce  of  the 
iinking-fund.     It  wa6  attacked  with  all  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, wit,  and  declamation  by  the  Earl  of  Stafford,  Lords 
Bathurft  and  Carteret,  and  particularly  by  the  Earl  of  Che- 
fterfield,  who  had  by  this  timecefigned-his  ftaff  of  lord-ftew- 
,afd  of  thehoufehdd,  and  renounced  all  connexion  with  the 
-miniftry.    Lord  Bathurft  moved  for  arefolution,  importing 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  the  finking  fund  ought 
for  the  future  to  bcappHed,  in  time  of  peace  and  publiclc 
tranquillity,  to  the  redemption  of  thofe  taxes  which  were 
moft   prejudicial  to  the  trade,  moft  burthenfome  on  the 
manufactures^  and   moft    oppreffive  on   the   poor  of  the 
nation.     This  motion  was  over- ruled,  and  the  bill  adopted 
by  the  majority.     On  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  the  King 
gave  the  royal  aflent  to  the  bills  that  were  pr.qpared,  and 
clofed  the  feflion  with  a  fpeech,   in  which  he  took  notice 
of  the  wicked  endeavours  that  had  been  lately  u fed  to  in- 
Jlame   the  minds  of  the  people^  by  the  moft  unjuft  piif- 
/eprefentations^ 
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.  §IX.  Europe  was  now  re-involved  in  frefh  troubles,  by 
a  vancancy  on  the  throne  of  .Poland.  Auguftus  died  at 
^733*  Warfaw  in  the  end  of  January,  and  the  neighbouring 
powers  were  immediately  in  commotion.  Tlje  Eiedlor  of 
Saxony,  fon  to  the  late  king,  and  Staniflaus,  whofe  daugh- 
ter was  married  to  the  French  monarch,  declared  them- 
felves  candidates  for  the  Polifh  throne.  The  Emperor, 
the  Czarina,  and  the  King  of  Piruffia  efpoufed  the  intereft^ 
of  the  Saxon:  the  King  of  France  fupported  the  preten- 
fions  of  his  father-in-law.  The  foreign  minifters  at  War- 
iaw  forthwith  began  to  form  intrigues  among  the  EleSors  ; 
the  Marquis  de  Monti,  ambafTadour  from  France,  exerted 
himfelf  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  he  foon  gained  over  the  pri- 
mate, and  a  majority  of  the  Catholick  dietines,  to  the 
interefts  of  Staniflaus ;  while  the  Imperial  and  Ruffian 
Uoops  hovered  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  The  French 
King  no  fooner  underftood  that  a  body  of  the  Emperor's 
forces  was  encamped  in  Silefia,  than  he  ordered  the  Uuke 
of  Berwick  to  affcmble  an  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  take 
meafur^s.  for  entering  Germany,  in  cafe  the  Imperial- 
ifts  fhould  march  into  Poland.  A  Frfench  fleet  fet  fail  for 
Dantzick,  while  Staniflaus  travelled  through  Germany  in 
difguife  to  Poland,  and  concealed  himfelf  in  the  houfeof 
the  French  ambaflTador  at  Warfaw,  As  the  day  of  eledion 
approached,  the  Imperial,  RuflSan,  and  PruiBan  mini- 
fters delivered  in  their  feveral  declarations,  by  way  of 
proteft  againft  the  contingent  eleftion  of  Staniflaus,  as  a 
perfon  profcribed,  difqualified,  depending  upon  a  foreign 
power,  and  connected  with  the  Turks,  and  other  infidels. 
The  Ruffian  General  Lafci  entered  Poland  at  the  head  of 
fifty  thoufand  men :  the  diet  of  the  eleftion  was  opened 
with  the  ufual  ceremony  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Auguff. 
Prince  Viefazowifl^i,  chief  of  the  Saxon  intereft,  retired 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Viftula,  with  three  thoufand  men, 
including  fome  of  the  nobility  who  adhered  to  that  party, 
Neverthelefs,  the  primate  proceeded  to  the  election  :  Stanif- 
laus was  unanimoufly  chofen  king  ;  and  appeared  in  the 
electoral  field,  where  he  was  received  with  loud  accla- 
mation. 
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tnatlon.     The  oppofite  party  foon  incrcafed  to  ten  thou- 
fand  men;  protefted  againft  the   eleaion,  and  joined  the 
Ruffian  army,  which  advanced  by  fpeedy  marches.     King       1733' 
Staniflaus  finding  himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  fuch  adver- 
^  faries,  retired  with  the  primate  and  French  ambafiadour  to 
Dantzick,  leaving    the  Palatine  of  Kiow  at   Warfaw. 
This  general  attacked  the  Saxon  palace,   which  was  fur- 
rendered  upon  terms  :  then  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  plun- 
dered the  houfes  belonging  the  grandees  who  had  declared 
for  Auguftus,  as  well  as   t;he  hotel  of  the  Ruffian  minifter. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Poles,  who  had  joined  the  Mufco- 
vites,  finding  it  impraSicable  tg  pafs  the  Viftula  before 
the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  feflion  of  the  diet, 
erefied  a  kolo  at  Grocow,  where  the  EleQor  of  Saxony 
was  chofen  and  proclaimed,  by   the  Bifliop  of  Cracow, 
King  of  Poland,  under  the  name  of  Auguftus  III.  on  the 
fixth  day  of  October,     They  afterwards  paflTed  the  river, 
and  the  Palatine  of   Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they 
4ook  poffeffion  of  Warfaw,  where  in  their  turn  they  plun- 
dered the   palaces  and  houfes  belonging  to  the  oppofitq 
party. 

§  3C»  During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  French  King  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  Spain   and  Sardinia,   by   which  thofe 
powers  agreed  to  declare  war  againft  the  Emperor.     Mani- 
feftos  were   publiflxed  reciprocally  by  all  the  contradling 
powers. '  The  Duke   of  Berwick  pafled   the   Rhine   in 
Oftober,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  fort  Kehl,  which  in 
^  few  days   was  furrendered  on  capitulation  :  then  he  re^ 
pafled  the  river,   and  returi^ed  to  Verfailles.     The   King 
of  Sardinia  having  declared   war   againft  the   Emperor, 
joined  a  body  of  French  forces  commanded   by   Marefchal 
de  Villars,  and  drove  the  Imperialifts  out  of  the  Milanefe. 
His  Imperial  Majefty  dreading  the  efFefts  of  fuch  ^  power- 
ful confederacy   againft  him,  offered  to  compromife   all 
differences  with  the  crown  of  Spain,  under  thp  mediation 
of  the  King  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  Mr.  Keene,  the  Britifli 
minifter  at  Madrid,  propofed   an  accommodation.     Philip 
exprefled  his  acknowledgements  to  the  King  of  England, 
declaring,  hpwever,  that  the  Emperor's  advances  were  to(x 
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late;  and  that  his  own  refolutions  were  already  taken* 
Neverthelefs,  he  fent  orders  lo  the  Count  de  Montijo,  his 
J733.  ambafiador  at  London,  to  communicate  to  his  Britannick 
Majeily  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  take  thefe 
refolutions;  In  the  mean  time,  he  detached  a  powerful 
armament  to  Italy,  where  thpy  invefted  the  Imperial  fortrefs 
of  Aula,  the  garrifon  of  which  was  obliged  to  furrender 
thcmfelves  prifoners  of  war.  The  republick  of  Venice 
declared  fhe  would  take  no  {hare  in  the  difputes  of  Italy  ; 
the  States-General  figned  a  neutrality  with  the  French 
King  for  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  without  confulting 
the  Emperor  or  the  King  of  Great-Britain;  and  the  Ea- 
glifh  (Councils  feemed  to  be  altogether  pacifick. 

§  XL  In  November  the  Prince  of  Orange  arrived  at 
Greenwich,  in  *  order  to  efpoufc  the  Princefs  Royal :  but 
the  marriage  was  poftponed  on  account  of  his  being  taken 
ill ;  and  he  repaired  to  Bath  in  Somerfetfliire,  to  drink 
-the  waters  for  the  recovery  of  his  ftrength.  Henrietta  the 
young  Duchefs  of  Marlborough'  dying  about  this  time^ 
the  title  devolved  to  her  fifter's  fon,  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land. Lord  King  refigning  his  office  of  chan(!ellor,  it 
was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Talbot,  follicitor-general,  together 
with  the  title  of  a  baron;  a  promotion  that  reflected 
honour  upon  thofe  by  whom  it  w^  advifed.  Hepoflefled 
the  fpirit  of  aRoman^  fenator,  the  elegance  of  an  Atticus, 
and  the  integrity  of  a  Cato.  At  the  meeting  of  the  parlia- 
ment in  January,  the  King  told  them,  in  his  fpeecb, 
that  though  he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  war  which  had 
begun  to  rage  in  Europe,  except  by  the  good  offices  he 
had  employed  among  the  contending  powers,  hecouldnot 
fit  regardlefs  of  the  prefcnt  events,  or  be  unconcerned  for 
the  confequences  of  a  war  undertaken  and  fupported  by 
fuch  a  powerful  alliance.  He  faid  he  had  thought  proper 
to  take  time  to  examine  the  fadis  alledged  on  both  fides, 
and  to  wait  the  refult  of  the  councils  of  thofe  powers  that 
were  more  immediately  interefted  in  the  confequences  of 
the  rupture.  He  declared  he  would  concert  with  his 
allies,  more  particularly  with  the  States-General  of  the 

United 


G    E    O    R    G    E      II.  489 

United  Provinces,  fuch  meafures  as  (hould  be  thought  mod 
advifeable  for  their  common  fafety,  and  for  reftoring  the 
peace  of  Europe.  In  the  mean  time,  he  expreffed  his  hope  17^3, 
that  they  would  make  fuch  provifion  as  fibould  fecure  his 
kingdom,  rights,  I  and  pofleilions  from  all  dangers  and 
infults,  and  maintain  therefpe£l  due  to  the  Britifli  nation. 
He  faid,  that  whatever  part  it  might  in  the  end  be  moft 
reafonable  for  him  to  ad,  it  would  in  all  views  be  neceflary^ 
when  all  Europe  was  preparing  for  arms,  to  put  his  king- 
doms in  a  poftureof  defenfe.  The  motion  for  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  produced,  as  ufuaj,  a  debate  in  both  Houfes, 
which,  it  muft  be  owned,  appears  to  have  proceeded  from 
a  fpirit  of  cavilling,  rather  than  from  any  reafonable  caufe 
of  objeftion. 

§  XII.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  Sir  John 
Rufhout  moved  for  another,  defiring  that  the  letters  and 
inftruftions  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
'  Seville  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpeAion  of  the  Com- 
mons ;  but,  after  a  hard  ftruggle,  it  was  over-ruled. 
The  next  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  a  gentleman 
who  had  for  fome  time  appeared  ftrenuous  in  the  oppo- 
fition,  and  wrangled  with  great  perfeverance.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Houfe  (hould  examine  the  inftru£lions  which 
had  been  given  to  'the  Britifh  minifter  in  Poland,  fome 
years  before  the  death  of  King  Auguftus,  that  they  might 
be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  caufes  Which  produced 
this  new  rupture  among  the  powers  of  Europe.  The 
motion  being  oppofed  by  all  the  court  members,  a  conteflr 
cnfued,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  Pulteney  compared 
the  miniftry  to  an  empyrick,  and  the  conftitution  of  Eng- 
land to  his  patient,  *'  This  pretender  in  phyfick  (faid  he) 
being  confulted,  tells  the  diftempered  perfon,  there  were 
but  two  or  three  ways  of  treating  his  difeafe;  and  he  was 
afraid  that  none  of  them  would  fucceed.  A  vomit  might 
throw  him  into  convulfions  that  would  occafion  immediate 
.  death ;  a  purge  might  bring  on  a  diarrhoea  that  would 
carry  him  o£F  in  a  fhort  time  ^  and   he  had   OQQn  already 
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BOOK    bled  fo  much,  and  fo  often,  that  he  could  bear  it  no  longer^ 

^       '_    ^  The  unfortunate  patient  fliocked  at  this  declaration,   re- 

1753.      plies,    *  Sir,   you   have  always  pretended  to  be  a  regular 

*  do(5lor,  but  I   now  find  you  are  an  arrant  quack.     I 

*  had    an    excellent  conftitution    when  I  firft  fell  into 

*  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  deftroyed  it ;   and  now 

*  I  find   I  have  no  other  chance  for  faving  my  life,  but 

*  by  calling  for  the  help  qf  fome  regular  phyfician."  Ii% 
the  debate,  the  members  on  both  fides  feemed  to  wander 
from  thequeftion,  and  indulge  themfelves  with  ludicrous 
perfonalities.  Mr.  H.  Walpole  took  occafion  to  fay,  that 
the  oppofition  treated  the  miniftry  as  he  himfelf  was  treat- 
ed by  fome  of  his  acquaintance^  with  refpeft  to  his  drefs. 
^*  If  I  am  in  plain  clothes  (faid  he)  then  they  call  me  a 
*'  flovenly,  dirty  fellow;  and  if  by  chance  I  wear  a  laced 
•'  fuit,  they  cry.  What,  fhall  fuch  an  aukward  fellow 
"  wear  fine  clothes  ?"  He  continued  to  fport  in  this  kind 
of  idle  buffoonery.  He  compared  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion  to  a  (hip  at  fea.  As  long  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and 
proper  for  carrying  us  to  our  defigned  port,  the  word  was 
**  Steady  !  fteady  !"  but  when  the  wind  began  to.fhift  and 
change,  the  word  was  neceflarijy  altered  to  *'  Thus, 
**  thus,  and  no  near/'  The  motion  was  overpowered  by 
the  majority  5  and  this  was  the  fate  of  feveral  other  propo- 
fals  made  by  the  members  in  the  oppofition.  Sir  John 
Barnard  prefented  a  petition  from  the  druggifts,  and  other 
dealers  in  tea,  complaining  of  the*  infults  and  oppreiHon 
to  which  they  were  fubjedled  by  the  excifelaws,  and  im- 
ploring relief.  Sir  John  and  Mr.  Perry,  another  of  the  city- 
members,  explained  the  grievous  hardfhips  which  thofe 
traders  fuftained,  and  moved  that  the  petition  might  be  refer- 
red to  the  confideration  of  the  whole  Houfe.  They  were 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Winnington,  Sir  W.  Yonge,  and  other 
partifans  of  the  miniflry  ;  and  thefe  fkirmi(hes  brought  on 
a  general  engagement  of  the  two  parties,  in  which  every 
weapon  of  fatire,  argument,  reafon,  and  truth  was  wield- 

/    <d  againft  that  odious,  arbitrary,  and  oppreflive  method  of 
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colle^ng  the  publick  revenue.     Ncverthelefe,  the  motion 
in  favour  of  the  fufferers  was  rejeSed. 

§  XIIL  When  the  Commons  deliberated  upon  the  fup-       1733 
ply,  Mr.  Andrews,  deputy-paymafter  of  the  army,  moved 
for  an  addition  of  eighteen  hundred  men  to  the  number  of 
land-forces  which  had  been  continued  fince  the  preceding 
year.     The  members  in  the  oppofition  difputed  this  fmall 
augmentation  with  too  much  heat  and  eagernefs.     It  muft 
be  acknowledged,  they  were  Ky  this  time  irritated  into  fuch 
perfonal  animofity  againft  the  minifter,    that  they  refolved 
to  oppofe  all  his  meafures,  whether  they  might  or  might 
not  be  neceffary  for  the  fafety  and  advantage  of  the  king- 
dom.    Nor  indeed  were  they  altogether  blameable  for  aft* 
ing  on  this  maxim,   if  their  fole  aim  was  to  remove  from 
the  confidence    and   councils  of  their  fovereign  a  man 
whofe  conduft  they  thought  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  and 
liberties   of  their  country.     They   could   not,  however, 
prevent  the  augmentation  propofed  :   but  they  refolved,   if 
they  could  not  wholly  ftop  the  career  of  the  miniftry,   to 
throw  in  fuch  a  number  of  rubs  as  fhould  at  leaft  retard 
their  progrefs.     l^he  Duke  of  Bolton  and  Lord  Cobham 
had  been  deprived  of  the  regiments  they  commanded,  be- 
caufe  they  refufed  to  concur  in  every  projeft  of  the  admini- 
ftration.   'It  was   in   confequence of  their  difmiflion  that 
Lord  Morpeth  moved  for  a  bill  to  prevent  any  commiffion- 
officer,  not   above  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  from  being  re- 
moved,  unlefs  by  a  court-martial,  or  by  add refs  of  either 
Ho,ufe  of  parliament.     Such  an  attack  on  the  prerogative 
might  have  fucceeded  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  the 
firft  Charles;   biit  at  this  junfture  could  not  fail  to  mif- 
carry :  yet  it  was  fuftained  with  great  vigour  and  addrefs.     ' 
When  the  propofal   was  fet  afide  by  the  majority,  Mr. 
Sandys  moved  for  an  addrefsto  the  King,  defiring  to  know 
who  advifed  his  Majefty  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Bolton, 
and  Lord  Cobham  from  their   refpeftive  regiments.     He 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Sir  William   Wynd- 
bam  :  but  the  miniftry  forefeeing  another  tedious  difpute 
galled  for  the  qucfllon,  and  the  motion  was  carried  in  the 
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negative.  The  next  foqrcc  of  contention  was  a  bill  for 
fecuring  the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  limiting  the  number 
S733*  of  officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  read  a  firft 
and  fecond  time;  but,  when  a  motion  was  made  Tories 
being  committed,  it  met  with  a  powerful  oppoiition,  and 
produced  a  warm  debate  that  ifiued  inaqueftion  which, 
like  the  former,  pafied  in  the  negative.  A  clergyman 
having  infinuated  in  converfation,  that  Sir  William  Mil- 
jier,  baronet,  member  for  York,  received  a  penfion  from 
theminiftry,  the  Houfe  took  cognizance  of  this  report: 
the  clergyman  acknowledged  at  the  bar  that  he  might  have 
dropped  fuch  a  hint  from  hearfay.  The  accufed  member 
protefted,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  never  did,  or  ever 
would  receive,  place,  penfion,  gratuity,  or  reward  from 
the  court,  either  direftly  or  indireftly,  for  voting  in  parlia- 
ment, or  upon  any  other  account  whatever.  The  accu- 
fation  was  voted  falfe  and  fcandalous,  and  the  accuier  taken 
into  cuftody  :  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  difcharged  upon 
his  humble  petition,  and  his  begging  pardon  of  the  mem- 
ber whom  he  had  calumniated.  The  duty  upon  fait  was 
prolonged  for  eight  years ;  and  a  bill  pafTed  againft  flock- 
jobbing. 

§  XIV,  But  the  fubjefl:  which  of  all  others  employed 
the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  (Ides  to  the  mofl  vigo- 
rous exertion,  was  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bromley,  who 
propofed  that  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in  for  repealing  the 
feptennial  zSt^  and  fpr  the  more  frequent  meeting  and 
calling  of  parliaments.  The  arguments  for  and  againft 
feptennial  parliaments  have  already  been  ftated.  The 
miniftry  now  infilled  upon  the  increafe  of  papifts  and 
Jacobites,  which  rendered  it  dangerous  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  the  governtnent :  they  challenged  the  oppofition  to 
produce  one  inflance  in  which  the  leaft  encroachmenthad 
been  made  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  fince  the  feptennial 
a£t  took  place ;  and  they  defied  the  moft  ingenious  malice 
to  prove  that  his  prefent  Majefty  had  ever  endeavoured  to 
extend  any  branch  of  the  prerogative  beyond  its  legal 
bbunda.    Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  affirmed^  th^t  in  many 

part$ 


G  .E    O    R    G    E      II.  4g3 

parts  of  England  the  papifts  had  already  begun  to  ufe  all 
their  influence  in  favour  of  thofe  candidates  who  were  re- 
commended by  the  minifters  as  members  in  the  enfuing   ^  ij^ 
parliament.    With   refpe£l  to  his  Majefty's  condiidl,  he 
faid  he  Would  not  anfwer  one  word :   but  as  to  the  griev- 
ances introduced  fince  the  law  was  enaded  for  feptennial 
parliaments,  he  thought  himfelf  more  at  liberty  to  declare 
his  fentiments.     He  aiTerted  that  the  feptennial  law  itfelf 
-was  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people:   a  law 
paiTed  by  a  parliament  that  made  itfelf  feptennial.     He 
obferved)   that  the  laws  of  treafon  with  regard  to  trials 
were  altered  fince  that  period :  that  in  former  times  a  man 
was  tried  by  a  jury  of  his.  neighbours,  within  the  country 
where  the  crimes  alledged  againft  him  were  faid  to  be  com- 
mitted ;  but  by  an  a£l  of  a  feptennial  {parliament  he  might  be 
removed  and  tried  in  any  place  where  the  crown,  or  rather 
the  miniftry,  could  find  a  jury  proper  for  their  purpofe; 
where  the   prifoner  could  not  bring  any  witnefs  in  his 
juftification,  without  an  expenfe  which  perhaps  his  circam« 
flances  would  not  bear.     He  aiked  if  the  riot  a£b  was  not 
an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?    An  a£l  by 
which  a  lititle  dirty  juflice  of  the  peace,  the  meaneft  and 
vi^eft  tool  a  minifter  can  ufe,  who  "perhaps  fubfifts  by  his 
being  in  the  commifSon,  and  may  be  deprived  of  that  fub* 
llftence  at  the  pleafur^  of  his  patron,  had  it  in  his  power 
to  put  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  beft  fubje£ts  in  England  to 
immediate  death,  without  any  trial  or  form  but  that  of 
reading  a  proclamation.     ^^  Was  not  the  fatal  South-Sea 
«<  fcheme  (faid  he)   eftabliihed  by  the  a£t  of  a  feptennial 
<<  parliament  ?   And  can  any  man  a(k,  whether  that  law 
<<  was  attended  with  any  inconvenience  ?     To  the  glo- 
^^  rious  catalogue  I  might  have  added  the  late  excife-bill, 
^^  if  it  had  pafled  into  a  law ;    but,   thank  heaven,  the 
«*  feptennial   parliament  was  near  expiring   before  that 
**  famous  meafure  was  introduced." 

§  XV.  Sir  William  Wyndham  concluded  an  excellent 
fpeech,  that  fpoke  him  the  unrivalled  orator,  the  uncor- 
rupted  Briton,  and  the  unihaken  patriot,  in  words  to  this 
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effcSt :    *'  Let  us  fuppofe  a  man  abandoned  to  all  notions 
'*  of  virtue  and  honour,  of  no  great  family,   and  but  a 
"  mean  fortune,  raifcd   to  be  chief  minifter  of  ^ftate^ 
**  by  the  concurrence  of  many  whimfical  events ;  afhiid, 
•*  or  unwilling,  to  trufl  any  but  creatures  of  his  own  ma- 
**  king  5  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  fhame  and  reputation  •,  igno- 
•«  rant  of  his  country's  true  intereft ;  purfuing  no  aim  but 
^'  that  of  aggrandizing  himfelf  and  hrs  favourites  ;  in  fo- 
•'  reign  affairs  trufting  none  but  thofe  who,  from  the 
<<  nature  o^  their  education,  cannot  poffibly  be  qualified 
**  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  or   give  weight  and 
«'  credit  to  their  negociations.     Let  us  fuppofe   the  true 
•*  intereft  of  the  nation,  by   fuch   means,  negleded  of 
*'  mifunderftood,  her  honour  tarni(hed,  her  importance 
*^  loft,   her  trade  infiilted,  her  merchants  plundered,  and 
•«  her  failors  murthered  j  and  all  thefe  circumftances  over- 
*<  looked,  left  his  adminiftration  fliould  be  endangered. 
*'  Suppofe   him  next  poiTeiTed  of  immenfe  wealth,   the 
*^  plunder  of  the  nation,  with  a  parliament  chiefiy  com- 
««  pofed    of  members  whofe  feats    are   purchafed,  and 
*«  whofe  votes  are  bought  at  the  expenfe  of  the  publick 
««  treafure.     In  fuch  a  parliament,  fuppofe  all  attempts 
<*  made  to  enquire  into   his  condud,   or   to  relieve  the 
"  nation  from  the  diftrefs  which  has  been   entailed  upon 
^  it  by  his   adminiftration.     Suppofe  him  fcreened  by  a 
**  corrupt  majority  of  his  creatures,   whom  he  retains  in 
**  daily  pay,  or  engages  in  his  particular  intereft,    by  di- 
**  ftributing  among  them  thofe   pofts  and  places  which 
**  ought  never  to  be  beftowed  upon  any  but  for  the  good 
*<  of  the  publick.      Let  him    plume  himfelf  upon  his 
^  fcandalous  vidlory,  becaufe  he  has  obtained  a  parliament 
^  like  a  packed  jury  ready  to  acquit  him  at  all  adventures. 
«<  Let  us  fuppofe  him  domineering  with  infolence  over  all 
^*  the  men  of  ancient  families,  over  all  the  men  of  fenfe^ 
**  figure,  or  fortune  in   the  nation  :  as  he  has   no  virtue 
<*  of  his  own,  ridiculing  it  in  others,  and   endeavouring 
•<  to  deftroy  or  corrupt  it  in  a!U     With  fuch  a  minifter, 
*^  and  fuch  a  parliament,   let  us  fuppofe  a  cafe  which  I 
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•«  hope  will  never  happen :  a  prince  upon  the  throne,  U0- 
*«  informed,  ignorant,  and  unacquainted  with  the  incli- 
*^  nations  and  true  intereft  of  his  people,  weak,  capri- 
^<  cious,  tranfported  with  unbonded  ambition,  and  pof- 
^<  feiTed  with  infatiable  avarice.  I  bOpe  fuch  a  cafe  will 
**  never  occur;  but,  as  itpoffibly  may,  could  any  greater 
*«  curfe  happen  to  a  nation,  than  fuch  a  prince  on  the 
*'  throne,  advifed,  and  folely  advifed,  by  fuch  a  miriifter, 
and  thatminifter  fupportedby  fuch  a  parliament.  The 
nature  of  mankind  cannot  be  altered  by  hunlan  laws : 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  prince  or  fuch  a  minifte#«n?ire 
cannot  prevent  by  afl:  of  parliament ;  but  the  exiftence  ' 
of  fuch  a  parliament  I  Chink  we  may  prevent ;  as  it  is 
much  more  likely  to  exift,  and  may  do  moremifchief 
while  the  feptennial  law  remains  in  force,  than  if  it 
'*  were  repealed :  therefore,  I  am  heartily  for  its  being  re- 
*'  pealed."  Notwithftanding  the  moft  warm,  the  moft 
nervous,  the  moft  pathetick  remonO;rances  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  fuppreiied  by 
mere  dint  of  number. 

§  XVI.  The  triumph  of  the  miniftry  was  ftill  more  com^  An.  1734, 
plete  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  meflage  delivered  from  the  crown 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  feffion,  when  a  great  many  mem- 
bers of  the  other  party  had  retired  to  their  refpeftive  habi- 
tations in  the  country.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  delivered  this 
commiflion  to  the  Houfe,  importing,  that  his  Majefty 
might  be  enabled  to  augment  bis  forces,  if  occafion  ihould 
require  fuch  an  augmentation,  between  the  diftblution  of 
this  parliament  and  the  elefiion  of  another.  Such  an  im- 
portant point,  that  was  faid  to  ftrike  at  the  foundation  of 
our  liberties,  was  not  tamely  yielded  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
contefted  with  ururomftion  ardour.  The  motion  for  taking 
the  meflage  into  confideration  was  carried  in  the  aiEr- 
mative;  and  an  addrefs  prefented  to  the  King,  fignifying 
their  compliance  with  his  defire.  In  confequence  of  a 
fubfequent  meffage,  they  prepared  and  pafled  a  bill,  ena- 
bling his  Majefty  to  fettle  an  annuity  of  five  thoufand 
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pounds  for  life  on  the  Princefs  Royal,  as  a  mark  of  his 
paternal  favour  and  a(Fe£iion. 
J734*  §  XVII,  The  oppodtion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  kept  pace 

with  that  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   and  was  fupported 
with  equal   abilities,   under  the  aufpices  of    the  Lords 
Bathurft  and  Carteret,  the  Earls  of  Chefterfield  and  Abing«> 
don.    The  Duk6  of  Marlborough  made  a  motion  for  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  army,  equivalent  to  that  which  had 
been  rejefied  in  the  Lower  Hoiife ;  and  it  met  with  the 
fame  fate  after  a  warm  difpute.      Then  Lord  Carteret 
moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  who  advifed  his  Ma- 
jcfty  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Bolton   and  Lord  Vifcount 
Cobham  from  their  refpedive  regiments;  and  what  crimes 
were  laid  to  their  charge.     This   propofal  was  likewife 
rejeded,  at  the  end  of  a  debate  in  which  the  Duke  of  Ar« 
gyle  obferved,  that  two  lords  had  been  removed,  but  only 
one  foldier  had  loft  his  commiffion.     Such  a  great  mzjority 
of  the  Scottifli  reprefentatives  had  always  voted  for  the 
miniftry  fmce  the  acceffion  of  the  late  King ;  and  fo  many 
of  thefe  enjoyed  places  and  preferments  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown,  that  feveral  attempts  yrcre  made  by  the  lords  in 
the  oppofition,  to  prevent  for  the  future  the  minifterial  in- 
fluence from  extending  itfelf  to   the  eledions  of  North- 
Britain.     Acccmiingly,  two  motions  for  this  purpofe  were 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Marchmont  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford ; 
and  fuftained  by  the  Earls  of  Chefterfield,  Winchelfea, 
and  Stair,   Lords  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Bathurft,   and 
Carteret.     They  were  oppofed  by  the  Dukes  of  New- 
caftle  and  Argyle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondely,  Earl  Paulet, 
Lord  Hervey,  now  called  up  by  writ  to  the  Houfe  o£  Peers, 
and  Lord    Talbot.     The  queftion   being   put  on  both, 
they  were  of  courfe  defeated ;  and  the  Earl  of  Stair  was 
deprived  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  after   having  per- 
formed the  moft  fignal  fervices  to  the  royal  family,  and  ex* 
haufted  his  fortune  in  fupporting  the  interefis  and  dignity 
of  the  crown.    Strenuous  protefts  were  entered  againft  the 
decifion  of  the  majority  concerning  the  King's  meflago 
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demanding  a  power  to  augment  his  forces  during  the  re- 
cefs  of  parliament ;  as  alfo  againft  a  bill  for  enabling  his 
Majefty  to  apply  the  fum  of  one  million  two  hundred  1734. 
thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  finking-fund,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  current  year.  The  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  being 
defpatched,  the  King  repaired  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
the  fixteenth  day  of  April,  and  having  pafled  all  the  bills 
that  were  ready  for  the  royal  aflent,  took  leave  of  this 
parliament,  with  the  warmeft  acknowledgement  of  their 
zeal,  duty,  and  aiFe<5);ion.  It  was  at  firft  prorogued,  then 
diflblved,'  and  another  convoked  by  the  fame  proclama- 
tion. On  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  nuptials  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Princefs  Royal  were  folemn-* 
ized  with  great  magnificence ;  and  this  match  was  at* 
tended  with  addreffes  of  congratulation  to  his  Majefty 
from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

§  XVIII.  The   powers  at  war  upon  the  'continent 
afted   with  furprifing   vigour.     The   Ruffian  and  Saxoix 
army  inverted  the  city  of  Dantzick,  in  hopes  of  fecuring 
the   perfon   of  King   Staniflaus.     The  town  was  flrong, 
the  garrifon  numerous,  and,  animated  by  the  examples  bf 
the  French  and  Poles,  made  a  very  obftinate  defenfe.     For 
fome  time  they  were  fuppHed  by  fea  with  recruits,  arms, 
and  ammunition.     On  the  eleventh  day  of  May  a  re- en- 
forcement of  fifteen  hundred  men   was^  landed  from  two 
French   fhips  of  war   and  fome   tranfports,  under   Fort 
Wechfelmunde,  which  was  fo   much  in  want  of  provi- 
fions,  that  they  were  not  admitted  :  they,  therefore,  re-em- 
barked, and  failed  back  to  Copenhagen.     But  afterwards 
a  larger  number  were  landed  in   the  fame  place,  and  at- 
tacked the  Ruffian  entrenchments,  in  order  to  force  their 
way  into  the  city.     They   were   repulfed  in  this  attempt, 
but   retired  in  good  order.     At  length  the    Ruffian  fleet 
arrived,   under  the  command  of  Admiral   Gtxrdon ;  and 
now  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  great  fury.     Fort  Wech- 
felmunde was  furrendered :  the  French  troops  capitulated, 
and  were  embarked  in  the  Ruffian  (hips,  to  be  conveyed 
to  fome  port  in  the  Baltick.     Staniflaus  efcaped  in  the  dif- 
VoL.  II.  K  k  guife 
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guife  of  a  peafant  to  Marienwarder  in  the  Pruffian  terri- 
tories. The  city  of  Dantzick  fubmitted  to  the  dominicHi 
J7^^  of  Auguftus  III.  King  of  Poland,  and  was  obliged  to  de- 
fray the  expenfe  of  the  war  to  the  Ruffian  General  Count 
de  Munich,  who  had  aiTumed  the  command  after  the  fiege 
was  begun.  The  Poliih  lords  at  Dantzick  figned  an 
ad:  of  fubmiffion  to  King  Augufius,  who,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  arrived  at  the  convent  of  Oliva.  There  a 
council  was  held  in  his  prefence.  The  recufant  noble- 
men took  the  oath  which  he  propofed.  Then  a  general 
amnedy  was  proclaimed  ;  and  the  King  fet  out  on  his  re- 
turn to  Drefden. 

§  XIX,  On  the  Rhine  the  French  arms  bore  down  all 
refifta^ice.  The  Count  de  Belleifle  beficged  and  took 
Traerbach.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  at  the  head  of  fixty 
thoiifand  men,  invefted  Philipfburgh,  while  Prince  Eugene 
was  obliged  to  remain  on  the  defenfive,  in  the  ftrong  camp 
at  Heilbron,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  empire.  On 
the  twelfth  day  of  June,  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  in  vifuing 
the  trenches,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  the  Marquis  d'Asfeldt,  who  carried 
on  the  operations  of  the  fiege  with  equal  vigour  and  capa- 
city. Prince  Eugene  being  joined  by  the  different  re-en- 
forcements he  expeSed,  marched  towards  the  French 
lines ;  but  found  them  fo  ftrong,  that  he  would  not  hazard 
an  attack  ;  and  fuch  precautions  taken,  that  with  all  his 
military  talents  he  could  not  relieve  the  befieged.  At 
length  General  Watgenau,  the  governour,  capitulated,  after 
having  made  a  noble  defenfe,  and  obtained  the  moft  honour- 
able conditions.  Prince  Eugene  retired  to  Heidelberg;  and 
the  campaign  ended  about  the  beginning  of  0(2ober. 
The  Imperial  arms  were  not  more  fuccefsful  in  Italy. 
The  Infant  Don  Carlos  had  received  fo  many  invitations 
from  the  Neapolitan  nobility,  that  he  refolved  to  take 
poffeffion  of  that  kingdom.  He  began  his.march  in  Febru- 
ary, at  the  head  of  the  Spanifh  forces;  publilhed  a  mani- 
fefto,  declaring  he  was  fent  by  his  father  to  relieve  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  from  the  oppreifion  under  which  it 
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groaned ;  and  entered  the  capital  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people ;  while  the  Count  de  Vifcomti,  the  German 
viceroy,  finding  himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  the  invaders, 
thought  proper  to  retire,  after  having  thrown  fuccours 
into  Gaeta  and  Capua.  When  he  arrived  at  Nocera,  he 
began  to  aiTemble  the  militia,  with  intent  to  form  a  camp 
at  Barletta.  The  Count  de  Montemar  marched  with  a 
body  of  forces  againft  this  general,  and  obtained  over  him 
a  complete  victory  at  Bitonto  in  Apuglia,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  May,  when  the  Imperialifts  were  entirely  roiited, 
and  a  great  number  of  principal  officers  taken  pnToners. 
Don  Carlos  being  proclaimed,  and  acknowledged  King  of 
Naples,  created  the  Count  de  Montemar  Duke  of  Bitonto; 
reduced  Gaeta,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom 
which  were  garrifoned  with  Imperial  troops ;  and  refolved 
to  fubdue  the  ifland  of  Sicily.  About  twenty  thoufand 
troops  being  deftined  for  this  expedition  were  landed  in 
the  road  of  Solanto  in  Auguft,  under  the  command  of  the 
new  Duke  of  Bitonto,  who  being  favoured  by  the  natives, 
proceeded  in  his  conquefts  with  great  rapidity.  The  people 
acknowledged  Don  Carlos  as  their  fovereign,  and  took 
arms  in  fupport  of  his  government ;  fo  that  the  Imperial 
troops  were  driven  before  them,  and  the  Spaniards  pof- ' 
fefTed  the  whole  kingdom,  except  Meffina,  Syracufe,  and 
Trepani,  when  the  Infant  determined  to  vifit  the  ifland  in 
perfon. 

§  XX.  While  Don  Carlos  was  thus  employed  in  the 
conqueft  of  Naples  and  ^icily,  the  Imperialifts  were  hard 
prelTed  in  Lombardy  by  the  united  forces  of  France  and 
Piedmont,  commanijied  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the 
old  Marefchal  Duke  de  Villars.  In  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary they  undertook  the  fiege^  of  Tortona,  which  they  re- 
duced; while  the  troops  of  the  Emperor  began  to  pour  in 
great  numbers  into  the  Mantuan.  In  the  beginning  of 
May,  Count  Merci,  who  commanded  them,  pafled  the 
Po  in  the  face  of  the  allies,  notwithftanding  all  the  (kill  of 
Villars,  obliged  him  to  retreat  from  the  banks  of  that 
river,  and  took  the  caftle  of  Colorno.    The  old  French 

K  k  2  general 


499 


1734- 


1734* 


5O0  HISTORY    OP    ENGLAND. 

general  being  taken  ill,  quitted  the  Sirmy,  and  retired  t<f 
Turin,  where  in  a  little  time  be  died  ;  and  the  King  of 
Sardinia  retiring  to  the  (ame  place,  the  comman^T  of  the^ 
allied  forces  devolved  upon  the  Marefcbal  de  Coigny. 
The  confederates  were  pofted  at  Sanguina,  and  the  Im« 
peri^lifts  at  Sorbola,  when  the  Count  de  Merci  made  a 
motion  to  San  Profpero,  as  if  he  intended  either  t0  attack 
the  enemy,  or  take  poiTeffion  of'  Parma,  The  Marefchai 
de  Goigny  forthwith  madeadifpodtion  for  an  engagement; 
and,  on  thfe  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  the  Imperial  gene- 
ral having  paffed  fche  Parma,  began  the  attack  with  great 
impetuofity.  He  charged  in  peribn  at  the  head  of  faistroops 
and  was  killed  foon  »fter  the  battle  began.  Neverthelefs, 
the  Prince  of  Wirtjemberg  afluming  the  command,  both 
armies  fought  with  greae  obftlnacy,  from  deven  in  the 
forenoon:  tiil  four  in-  the  afternoon^,  when  the  Imperialifts 
retired  towards  Monte  Cirugalo,  leaving  five  thou/and 
m<m  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  among  thefe  many^ 
officers  of  diftinftion.  The  lofs  of  the  allies  was  very 
confiderable,  and  they  reaped  no  folid  fruits  from,  their 
viflory. 

§  XXI.  The  Imperial  forces  retreated  to  Reggio,  and^ 
from  theiice  moved  to  the  plains  of  Carpi,  on  the  right  of 
the  Secchia,  where  they  received  fome  re-enforcements : 
then  General  Count  Konigfegg  arriving  in  the  camp,  took 
upon  himfdf  the  command  of  the  army.  His  hrft  ftep 
was  to  take  poft  at  Quingentolo,  by  which  motion 
he  fecured  Mirandola,  that  was  threatened  with  a  fiege. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  February  he  forded  the  river  Secchia, 
and  furprifed  the  quarters  of  Marefchai  de  Broglio,  who 
efcaped  in  his  (hirt  with  great  difficulty.  The  French 
retired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  all  their 
l^^gg^g^  behind,  and  above  two  thoufand  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  They  pofted  themfelves  under  Quaftalla,  where, 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  nronth,  they  were  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  the  Imperialifts,  and  a  general  engagement 
enfued.  Konigfegg  made  feveral  defperate  efforts  to  break 
the  French  cavalry,   upon  which,   however,    he   could 
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tnaVe  no  impreifion.     The  infantry  on  both  fides  fought 
with '  uncommon  ardour  for  fix  hours,  and  the  field  was 
covered  with,  carnage*     At   length  the  Imperial  general       rfi^ 
retreated  to  Laeara,  after  having  loft  above  five  thoufand 
men,  including  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  the  Generab 
Valpareze  and  Colminere,  with   many  other  officers  pf 
diftindion :  nor  was  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  French 
greatly  inferior  to  that,  of  the  Germans,  who  repafled  the 
Po,  and  took  poft  on  the  Banks  of  the  Oglio.     The  allies 
crofled  the  fame  river,  and  the  Marquis  de  Maillefaois  was 
ient  with  a  detachment  to  attack  Mirandola;  but  the  Im« 
perialifts  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  place,   compelled 
h\m  to  abandon  the  cnterprife :  then  he  rejoined  his  army, 
which  retired    under  the  walls  of  Cremona,   to  wait  for 
fuccours  from    Don   Carlos.     So  little  refped  did  the 
French  court  pay  to  the  Britifli  nation,  at  this  junfture^ 
:that  in  the  month  of  November  an  edi6l  was  publifiied  in 
Paris,  Commanding  all   the   Britifli  fubje^s   in  France, 
•who  were  not  acSually  in  employment,   from  the  age  of 
eighteen   to  fifty,   to  quit  the  kingdom  in  fifteen  days, 
or  intift  in  fome  of  the  Irifli  regiments,  on  pain  of  being 
treated  as  vagabonds,  and  fent  to  the  gallies.     Thi.sediA 
was  executed,  with  the  utmoft   rigour.     The  prifpns  of 
Paris  were  croudcd  ^ith  the  fubjedts  of  Great- Britain^ 
who  were  fnrprifed  and  cut  pfF  from  all   communication 
with  thefr  friends,  and  snuft  have   perifhed   by  cold  and 
hunger,  had  not  they  been  relieved  by  the  aftiyepharity  of 
the  Janfenifts.     The  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  who  then  re- 
fided  at  Paris  as  ambaffadour  from   the  v  King  of  Great- 
Britain,     made   fuch     vigorous    remonflrance^    t.o    the 
French  miniftry,   upon  this  unheard  of  outrage  againft  a 
nation  with  which  they  had  been  folpng  in  alliance,  tha€ 
they  thought  proper  to  fet  the   prifoneris  a,t  liberty,   and 
publifh  another  edift,  by  which  the  meaning  of  the  formep 
was  explained  away. 

§  XXII.  While  thefe  tranfaaion?  occurred  on  the  con- 
jtjnent,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  augmented  his  land* 
forces  i  and  warm  contefts  were  maintained  through  the 
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whole  united  kingdom  in  cleSing  reprefentatives  for  the 
^new  parliament.     But  in  all  thefe  ftruggles  the  minifterial 
1734-       power  predominated  5  and  the  new  rncmbers  appeared  with 
the  old  complexion.     The  two  Houfes  affenibled  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  and  Mr.  Onflow  wasre-eledcd 
Speaker,     The  leaders  of  both  parties  in  all  debates  were 
thefelf-fame  perfons  who  had  conduced  thofe  of  the  former 
j)arliament ;  and   the  fame   mcafures  were  purfupd    in  the 
fame  manner.     The.  King,  in   his  fpeech  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  had  con- 
certed   with  the   States-General  of  the  IJnl ted  Provinces 
fuch  meafures  as  were   thought  moft  advifeable   for  their 
common  fafety,  and    for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe: 
,  that  they  had  confidered  on  one  fidetlie  pre  fling  applications 
made  by  the  Imperial  court  both  in  England  and  Hollared, 
for  obtaining  fuccours  againft  the  powers  at  war  with  the 
houfe.of  Auftria;  and  on  the  other  fide,,  the  repeated  pro- 
feflions  made  by  the  allies,  of  their  fincere   difpofition  .to 
put  an  end  to   the  prefent  troubles  uppn  honourable  and 
folid  terms :  that  he  and  the  States- General  h^d  concurred 
in  a  refolution  to  employ  their  joint  and  earneft  inftances  to 
bring  matters  to  a   fpeedy    and  happy   a<;commodation : 
that  their  good  offices  were  at  length   accepted  ^  and  in  a 
fliort  time  a  plan  would  be  offered  to  the  confiderat^on  of 
ill  parties  engaged  in  the  war,   as  a  bafis  for  a  general  ne- 
gociation  of  peace.     He  told  them  he  had.  ufed  the  ppwer 
.vefied  in  him  by  thelaft-  parliament  with  great  moderation  ; 
and  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark  of  great 
importance  in   thp  prefent    conjunaure.     He   obferved, 
that  whilft  many  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  were 
aaually  engaged  in  a  war,  Great-Britain  m.uft  be  more  or 
lefsaffeaed  with  the  confequences;  and  as  the  heft  con- 
certed  meafures  are  liable  to  uncertainty,  the  nation  ought 
to  be  prepared  againft  all  events.     He,  therefore,  expreffed 
his  hope,  that  his  good  fubjefts  would  not  repine  at  the 
neceflary  means  of  procuring  the  bleffings  of  peace  ana 
univerfal  tranquillity,   or  of  putting  him  in  a  condition  to 
aa  that  part  which  it  might  })cneceirary  and  incumbent 
^  upon 
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•poTi  him  to  take.  The  addrefs  of  thanks  produced  a 
<lirpute  as  ufual,  which  ended  with  an  acquiefcence  in  thfe 
motion.  TheHoufe,  in  a  grand  committee  on  the  fupply,  1734. 
refolved.  That  thirty  thou fand  feamen  ihould  be  employed 
for  the fervicc  of  the  enfuing  year;  and  That  the  land- 
forces  fhould  be  augmented  to  the  number  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-four  elFeilive  men. 
But  thefe  refc^utions  were  not  taken  without  difpute  and 
division.  The  minifter*s  opponents  not  only  re-produced 
all  the  reafons  which  had  been  f9rmerly  advanced  againft  a 
'ftaading  army,  but  they  oppoied  this  augmentation  with 
Jexiraordinary  ardour,  as  a* huge  ftride  towards  the  efta- 
blifbment  of  arbitrary  power.  They  refuted  thofe  fears  of 
external  bioils  on  which  the  mlniftry  pretended  to  ground 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  augmentation  ;  and  they  expofed 
"the  weak  condud^  of  the  admin iftfation,  in  having  con- 
tributed to  deftroy  the  balance  of  power,  by  affifting  Spain 
Againft  the  Emperor  in  Italy,  fo  as  to  aggrandize  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon. 

§  XXIIL  Sir  WiHiam  Wyndham  moved,  that  the 
efttmate  of  tbe  navy  for  the  enfuing  year  might  be  referred 
to  a  feleS  committee.  He  exprefTed  his  furprife,  that 
nQtwithftanding  the  vaft  fums  which  had  been  yearly 
Hailed,  and  the  long  ciontintiance  of  the  peac^,  the  people 
4jad  BOt  been  quite  delivered  of  any  one  tax  incurred  in  the 
preceding  war. '  Hefaid,  he  could  not  comprehend  how 
k  was  poffible  to  find  pretences  for  expofing  the  nation  to 
jucli  exorbitant  charges ;  and  he  took  notice  of  fome  un- 
confcionable  articles  in  the  accounts  of  the  navy-debt  that 
lay  upon  the  table.  He  was  feco ruled  by  Mr.  Sandys, 
and  fupported  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Pulteneyt 
but  after  fomedebate  the  motion  was  carried  in  the  nega«- 
tive.  When  the  new  treaty  with  Denmark  fell  Under 
confideration  in  a  grand  committee,  Mr.  H.  AValpole 
moved,  that  the  fum  of  fifty-fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
lifty  pounds  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  as  a  iuMdy 
to  the  Dajie,  purfuant  to  the  faid  treaty,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year.     The  demand  did  not  meet  with  imme* 
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diate  compliance.  All  the  leaders  in  the  oppofition  ex* 
«cl  aimed  again  ft  the  fubfidy  as  unnecefTary  and  unreafonable. 
J734*  1  hey  obferved,  that  as  the  Englifh  had  no  particular  in- 
tereft  of  their  own  for  inducing  them  to  engage  in  the 
prefent  war,  but  only  the  danger  to  which  the  balance  of 
power  might  be  expofed  by  that  event;  and  sis  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  were  as  much,  if  not  more,  interefted 
than  the  Englifh  in  the  prefervation  of  that  balance, 
Ihould  it  ever  be  really  endangered,  they  would  certainly 
engage  in  its  defenfe,  without  receiving  any  valuable  con- 
fideration  from  Great-Britain ;  but,  ihould  the  Engliih  be 
always  the  firft  to  take  the  alarm  upon  any  rupture,  and 
ofFer  bribes  and  penfions  to  all  the  princes  in  Europe,  the 
whole  charge  of  preferving  that  balance  would  fall  upon 
Great-Britain:  every  ftate  would  expert  a  gratification 
from  her,  for  doing  that  which  it  would  otherwife  be  obli- 
ged to  do  for  its  own  prefervation :  eveh  the  Dutch  might 
at  laft  refufe  to  affift  in  trimming  this  balance,  unlefs  Bri- 
tain fhould  fubmit  to  make  the  Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland 
a  penfionary  of  England,  and  take  a  number  of  their 
forces  into  Englifh  pay.  The  debate  having  had  its  free 
courfe,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  motion  approved  by 
the  majority.  The  miniftry  allowed  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in  for  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  but  at  the  fecond  reading  it  was  rejedled  upon  a 
divifion,  after  a  learned  debate,  in  which  it  appeared  that 
%he  oppofition  had  gained  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  perfoa 
cf  I^ord  Polwarth,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  a  noble- 
man of  elegant  parts,  keen  penetration,  and  uncommon 
vivacity,  who  fpoke  with  all  the  fluency  and  fervour  of 
^locution. 

^  XXIV,  The  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were  not 
left  vigilant  and  refolute  in  dete£ling  and  oppofinj  every 
ineafure  which  they  thought  would  redound  to  the  prejudice 
.  <)f  their  country.  B  ut  the  moft  remarkable  ohjeSt  that  em- 
ployed their  attention  during  this  feffion  was  a  very  extraordi-* 
|iary  petition,  fubfcribed  by  theDukes  of  Hamilton,  Queenf. 
Jjcrry,  and  Montrofe,  the  Earls  of  Dundonald,  Marchmont, 
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and  Stair,  repxtfenting,  that  undue  influence  had  been  u&d 
for  carrying  on  the  eledtion  of  the  fixteen  peers  for  Scot- 
land. The  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  delivered  their  petitioa  ^  J7'34, 
to  the  Houfe,  propofed  a  day  for  taking  it  into  confider- 
ation;  and  to  this  they  agreed.  It  was  afterwards  moved^ 
that  the  confideration  of  it  (hould  be  adjourned  to  a  (hort 
day,  before  which  the  petitioners  ihould  be  ordered  to  de-« 
clare  whether  they  intended  to  controvert  the  laft  eledlioa 
of  all  the  fixteen  peers,  or  the  eledlion  of  any,  and  which 
of  them.  This  affair  was  of  fuch  an  unprecedented  nature, 
that  the  Houfe  feemed  to  be  divided  in  opinion  about  the 
manner  in  which  they  ought  to  proceed.  The  partifana 
of  the  minifiry  would  have  willingly  ftifled  the  enquiry  in 
the  beginning;  but  the  petitioners  were  fo  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  in  their  claim  to  fome  notice,  by  the  Earls' of 
Cbefierfield,  Abingdon,  and  StrafFord,'the  Lords  Bathurfi: 
and  Carteret,  that  they  could  not  difmifs  it  at  once  with 
any  regard  to  decorum.  The  order  of  the  Houfe,  accord- 
ing to  the  motion  explained  above,  being  communicated  by 
the  Lord-Chancellor  to  the  petitioners,  they  waited  oa 
him  with  a  declaration,  importing,  that  they  did  not  intend 
%o  controvert  the  eledion  or  return  of  the  fixteen  peers  for 
Scotland^  but  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  their 
Jprdfbips .  the  evidence  of  fuch  fa£ls  and  updue  mejthods  39 
appeared  to  them  to  be  dangerous  to  the  cpnftltution  ;  and 
plight  in  future  eIe£):ions  equally  afFe£l  the  right  of  the 
prefent  fixteen  peers,  as  that  of  the  other  peers  of  Scot- 
land, if  not  prevented  by  a  proper  remedy.  This  decla- 
ration being  repeated  tp  the  Houfe,  the  Duke  of  Devon-^ 
/hire  made  a  motion,  that  the  petitioners  might  be  ordered 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  in  writing  infiances  of  thofe  undue 
piethpds  and  illegal  prat^ices  upon  which  they  intended 
to  proceed,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  they  fufpeited  to 
be  guilty.  He  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  country  party; 
and  a  long  debate  enfued,  after  which  the  queftion  wa^ 
parried  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  the  order  fignifiedta 
]the  p'istitlQners.  Next  day  their  anfwer  was  read  to  the 
Houfe  tp  this  eFe<^ :  That  as  they  had  no  intention  to 
ftate  f^emfdyes  accufers^  they  could  iiot  take  upon  them 
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to  name  particular  perfons  who  might  have  been  concerned 
in  thofe  illegal  pradices ;  but  who  they  were  would  un- 
1734.       doubtedly  appear  ;to  their  lordfliips  upon  their  taking  the 
proper    examinations :   neverthelefs,    they    did    humbly 
acquaint     their  lordfhips,     that  the    petition    was   laid 
before    them   upon  information    that   the    lift    of   the 
fixteen  peers  for  Scotland  had  been  framed  previous  to  the 
cleftion,  by  perfons  in  high  truft  under  the  crown  :  that 
this  lift  was  ftown  to  peers,  as  a  lift  approved  by  the  crown; 
apd  was  called  the  King's  lift,  from  which  there  was  to  be 
no  variation,  unlefs  to  make  way  for  one  or  two  particular 
peers,  on  cqndition  they  fhould   conform   to  meafures : 
that  peers  were  follicited  to  vote  for  this  lift,  without  the 
liberty  of  making  any  alteration :    that  Endeavours  were 
ufed  to  engage  peers  to  vote   for   this   lift  by  promife  of 
penfions,   and  offices  civil  and  military  to  themfelves  and 
relations,   as  well  as  by  offers  of  money :' that  fums  were 
given  for  this  pur pofe :  that  penfions,  offices,  and  rele^fes 
of  debts  owing  to  the  crown  were  aftually  granted  to 
peers  who  concurred  in   voting  for  this   lift,  and  to  their 
relations:  that  on  the  day  of  eleSion  a  battalion  of  his 
Majefty's  troops  was  drawn  up  in   the    abbey-court  of 
Edinburgh,  contrary  to  cuftom,  and  without  any  apparent 
caufe  but  that  of  overawing  the  eledhyrs.     Thisanfwer 
gave  rife  to  another  violent  dhfpute ;  but  the  majority  voted 
It  unfttisfa£lory,  and  the  petition  was  rejedled,  though  the 
fefolution  >Xras  clogged  with  a  vigorous  proteft; 
An.  1735.    '     §  XXV.    Notwithftanding  this    difcouragement,    the 
Earl  of  Abingdon  moved.  That  although- the  petition  was 
difmilTed,  an  enquiry  might  be  fet  on  foot  touching  an 
affair  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom. 
*rtie  Earl  of  Hay  declaring  his  belief,  that  no  fuch  illegal 
methods  had  been  pradtifed,  the  other  produced  a  pamphlet, 
intituled,  The/protefts  of  a  great  number  of  noble  lords, 
entered  by  them  at  the  laft  eledion  of  peers  for  Scotland. 
Uxceptrens  being  taken  to  a  pamphlet,   as    an   objed  un- 
worthy of  their  notice.  Lord  Bathurft  exhibited  an  authen- 
tkk  copy  of  thofe  protefts,  extrafted  from  the  journal  of  that 
cleaionjfl'gtied  by  the  two  principal  clerks,  and  witnefled 
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by  two  gentlemen  then  attending  in  the  lobby.    Thefe 
were  accordingly  read,  and  plainly  demonftfatcd  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  contained  in   the  petition.     Nothing      1735, 
could    be    more    fcandalous,  arrogant,    and  (hamefully 
flagrant  than  the  conduft  and  deportment  of  thofe  who 
a£led  the  part  of  underftrappers'  to  the  miniftry  on  this 
occafi6n.     But   all  this  demonftration,  adorned   and  en- 
forced by  the  charms  and  energy  of  eloquence,  was   like 
preaching  in*a  defert.     A  motion  was  made  for  adjourning, 
ind  carried  in  the  affirmative :  aproteft   was  entered,  and 
tbe'v4iole  afFair  configned    to- oblivion.      Divers  other 
motions  were  made  fucceffively  by  the  lords  in  the  bpp6- 
fition^-and  rejefted  by  the  invincible  power  of  a  majority. 
The  uninterrupted  fucceft  of  the  miniftry  did  not,  how- 
ever, prevent  them  from  renewing  the  ftruggle  as  often  as 
an   opportunity  ofiered.     They  disputed  the  continuation 
cf  the  falt-tax,and  the  bill  for  enabling  the  King  to  apply 
the:fum  of  one  million  out  of  the  finking   fund  for   the 
ferviceof  the  current  year,  though  fuccefs  did   not  attend 
their  endeavours.     They  fupported  with   all   their  might 
a  bill  &nt  up  from  the  Commons,  explaining  and  amend- 
ing an  zGt  of '  thoScottifh-  parliament,   for  preventing 
ivfdnguous  ihtpriibnment^  and   aga^nft  undue  delays  in 
trials.  •  This  Av^asali  the  natives  of  Scotland  had  in  lieu  6f 
idbe  ^H^beas^Corpus   a£t;  though  it  ^did   not  fcreen  them 
from  oppreflion.     Yet  the  Earl  of  Hay  undertook  to  provd 
tfaeywere  oh  a  footing  with  their  neighbours'  of  England 
irithis  reipefi;;  ^nd  the  bill  was  thrown  out  on  a  divifion. 
The  feflion  was  clofed  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,   when  the 
King,  in  hisfperchio  both  Houfes,  declared,  that  the  plan 
of  pacification  concerted  between  him  and  the  States-Gene* 
ral  had  not. produced   the  defired  effed.     He  thanked  the 
Commons  for  the  fupplies   they  had  granted  with  fuch 
chearfulneis  and:  defpatch.     He  -fignified  his  intention  to 
vifit  his  German   dominions  j  and   told'  them  he  (hould 
cbnftitute  the  Queen  regent  of  therejilm  in- his  abfence. 
Immediately  after  the  prorogation  his  Majefty  embarked 
for  Holland,  in  his  way  to  Hanove#.   '       • 
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§  XXVI.  By  this  time  the  good  underftanding  between 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Liibon  was  deftroyed  by  a  re-* 
I73S*       markable  incident.    The  Portuguefe  ambafiador  at  Ma« 
drid  having  allowed  his  fervants  to  refcue  a  criminal  from 
the  officers  of  juftice,  all  the  fervants  concerned  in  that 
refcue  were  dragged  from  his  houfe^toprifoH)  by  theSpaniih 
King's  order,  with  circumflances  of  rigour  and  difgriace*  ^ 
His   Portuguefe  Majefty  being  informed  of  this  outrage, 
orcjered  reprifals  to  be  maae  upon  the  fervants  of  the  Spa* 
nifh  ambafTadour  in  Lifbon*     The  twominifters  withdrew 
abruptly     to    their    rcfpeflive  courts.      The  two   mo- 
narchs  exprelTed  their  mutual  refentment.     The    King 
of  Spain   afiembled  a  body  of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal ;  and  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  had  recourfe  to  th^ 
affiftance  of  King  George.     Don  Marcos  Antonio  d'Alze^* 
veda  was  defpatched  toLondon,  with  the  chara&erof  envoy 
extraordinary;  and  fucceeded  in  his  commiffion  according 
to  his  wifh.     In  a  little  time  after  the  King's  departure 
from  England,  Sir  John  Norris  failed  from  Sptthead  with 
a  powerful  fq^adroI;i,,  in  oril^  toproted):  the  Portuguefe 
S^ainft  the  Spani^ards ;  ^^  on  the  ninth  day  of  June  ar« 
lived  at  Lifbop,  where  he   wa$  welcomed  as  a  deliverer. 
Mr.  ^eene,  the,  Britiih  envoy  at  the  couit  of  Spain,  had 
fx>mmunicated  to  his  Catholick  Majefty  the  refolutioii  of 
^is  mafter  to>  fend  a  powerful   fquadron  to  Liibon,  with 
orders  to  guard  that  coaft  from  infuhs,    and    fecure  the 
Brazil  fleet,  in  which  the  merchants  of  Great-Britain  were 
deeply  interefted.     Don  Jofeph  Patinho^  minifter  of  his 
Catholick  Maje%,  delivered  a.  memorial  to  Mr.  Keene, 
reprefenting,  that  fuph  an  expedition  would  aSbft  the 
commerce  of  Sp^in^  by  intimidating  foreign  merchants 
from  embarking  their  merchandise  in  the  flota.     But,  in 
^11  probability,  it  prevented  a  rupture  between   the  two 
crovvn«,  and.4ifpofed  the  King,  of  Spain  to  liften  to  terms 
of,9^commodaci.Qn, 

§  ^XVII*.  Thepj^wers  in  alliance  againft  the  Houfe  of- 
^uftria  havijjjg  rejeaed  the  plan  of  pacification  concerted 
\>y  the  King  of  Gre^t-Britain  and  the  States-General^ 
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Mr.  Walpole,  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  prefented  a  memO'* 
rial  to  their  high  mightinefles,  defiring  they  would,  without 
lofs  of  time,  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defenfe,   by  an       i755< 
augmentation  ^  of  their  forces  at  fea  and  land,  that  they 
might  take  fuch  vigorous  fteps,  in  concert  with   Great* 
Britain,  as  the  future  conjunflure  of  affairs  might  require. 
But,  before  they  wouM  fubjeft  themfelves  to  fuch  expenfe, 
they  refolved   to  make  further  trial  of  their  influence 
with  the  powers  in  alliance  againft  the  Emperor;  and  con- 
ferences were  renewed  with  the  minifters  of  thofe  allies. 
The  affairs  of  Poland  became  more  and  more  unfavourable 
to  the  intereft  of  Staniflaus ;    for   though  a  great  number 
of  the  Polifli  nobility  engaged  in  a  confederacy  to  fupport 
his  claim,   and  made  repeated  efforts  In  his   behalf,   the 
Palatine  of  Kiow  fubmitted  to  Auguftus ;  and   even  his 
brother  the  primate,  after  having  fuftained  a  long  impri- 
fonment,  and  many  extraordinary  hardfhips,  was  obliged 
to  acknowledge  that  prince  his  fovereign.     In   Italy  the 
arms  of  the  allies  ftill  continued  to  profper.     Don  Carlos 
landed  in  Sicily,   and  reduced  the  whole  ifland,  almoft 
without  oppofition ;  while  the  Imperialifts  were  forced  to 
abandon  all  the  territories  they  poffeffed  in  Italy,  except 
the  Mantuan.     The  Emperor  being  equally  unable  to  cope 
with  the  French  armies  on  the  Rhine,  implored  fuccours 
of  the  Czarina,  who  fent  thirty  thoufand  men  to  his  afEft- 
ance.     This   vigorous  interpofition,    and  the  fuccefs  of 
Auguftus  in  Poland,  difpofed  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  a 
pacification.     A   fecret  negociation  was  begun  between 
France  and  the  Houfe  of  Auflria;   and  the  preliminaries 
were  figned  without  the  concurrence  or   knowledge  of 
Spain,  Sardinia,  and  the  maritime  powers.     In  thefe  arti- 
cles it  was  ftipulated,   That  France  fliould  reflore  all  the 
conquefts  fhe  had  made  in  Germany ;  That  the  reverfion 
of  the  dukedom  of  Tufcany  fhould  be  vefted  in  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine :   That    Lorraine  fliould   be  allotted  to  King 
Staniflaus  *,  and  after  his  death  be  united  to  the  crown  of 
France:  That  the  Emperor  fliould  polTes  the  Milanefe, 
the  Mantuan,  and  Parma;- That  the  King  of  Sardinia 
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fhould  enjoy  Vigevano  atKl  Novara :  That  Don  Carlos 
ibould  be  acknpwledged  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and 
retain  the  ifland  of  Elba,  with  all  theSpanilh  territories  on 
the  coaft  of  Tufcany ;  and  that  France  Ihould  guarantee 
the  piragmatick  fan£tion. 

§  XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  returned  from 
Hanover  to  England  in  the  month  of  November;  and  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  January  opened  the  fe/Son  of  parlia- 
ment.    On   this  occafion  he  congratulated  them  on  the 
-near  profpe£l  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe,  in  confequence 
of  the  preliminary  articles  to  which  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  France  had  agreed ;   and  of  which  he  had  ex- 
prefTed  his  approbation,  as   they  did  not  differ  in   any 
efTential  point  from  the  plan  of  pacification  which  he  and 
the  States-General  had  offered  to  the  belligerent  powers. 
He  told  them   that  he  had  already  ordered  a  confiderable 
redudlion  to  be  made  in  his  forces  both  by   fea  and  land  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  obferved   it  would   be  neceflary  to 
continue  fome  extraordinary  expenfe,  until  a  more  perfeft 
reconciliation  fhould  be  eflablifhed    among   the  feveral 
powers  of  Europe.     An  addrefs   of  thanks   was  unani- 
moufly  voted,   pre  fen  ted,  and  gracioufly  received.     After 
the  Houfe   had   received    feveral  petitions  from  different 
counties  and  gentlemen,  complaining  of  undue  influence 
in  eledtions  for  members  of  parliament,    it  proceeded  to 
confider  of  the  fupply,    and  Sir  Charles  Wager  moving 
that  fifteen  thoufand   feamen  fhould  be  employed  for   the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing   year,  the  propofal   was  approved 
without  oppofition.     But   this  was  not  the  cafe  with  a 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Pulteney,   "  That  the  ordinary  efli- 
««  mate  of  the  navy  fhould  be  referred   to  a  feledl  com- 
<<  mittee,"     The  miniflry  difcouraged   all   fuch    prying 
meafures :   a  debate  w;as  produced,  the  Houfe  divided,  and 
the  motion  was  rejefted.     Such  was  the  fate  of  a  motion 
for  raifmg  the  fupplies  within  the  year,   made   by  Mr. 
Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Willi- 
mot,  and  other  patriots,  who  demonflrated,  that  this  was 
a  fpcedy  and   pradicable    expedient  for  difcharging  the 
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national  debt,  lowering  the  intereft  of  money,  reducing 
the  price  of  labour,  and  encouraging  a  fptrlt  of  com- 
merce. 

§  XXIX.  The  bill  for  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons   was  again  revived.     The  King 
was  empowered  to  borrow  fix    hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
chargeable  on  the  finking  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
fuingyear,  though  this  power  was  not  eafily  granted;   and 
the  Houfe  refolved  to  lay  a  duty  of  twenty  {hillings  per 
gallon  on  all  fpirituous  liquors,  after  it  had  appeared  to 
the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe  that  thofe  fpirits 
were  pernicious  to   the  health   and  morals  of  the  people. 
To  this  refolution  was  added  another,  which  amounted  to 
a  total  prohibition,  namely,  that  fifty  pounds  {hould  be 
yearly  paid  to  his  Majefiy  for  a  licenfe  to  be   annually 
taken  out  by  every   perfon   who  (hould  vend,  barter,  or 
utter  any  fuch  fpirituous  liquors.     Mr.   Walter  Plumer, 
in  a  well  concerted  fpeech,  moved  for  the  repeal  of  fome 
claufes  in  the  teft  ad  :  thefe  he  reprefented  as  a  fpecies  of 
43erfecution,  in  which  proteftant  diffenters  were  confounded 
with  the  Roman   catholicks  and  enemies  to  the  eftabliih- 
ment.     He    was    fuftained  by    Lord  Polwarth  and  Mr. 
Heathcote ;  but   Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  joined  by  Mr. 
Shippenagainft  the  motion  as  dangerous  to  the  eftabliihed 
church  :  and  thequeftion  being  put,    it  was  carried  in  the 
negative.     When  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  An,  1736. 
according  to  order,  a  bill  founded  on  the  refolutions  they 
had  taken  againft  fpirituous  liquors.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
acquainted  them,  by  his  Majefty's   command,  that  as  the 
alterations  propofed  to  be  made  by  that  bill  in  the. duties      > 
charged  upon  all  fpirituous  liquors  might  in  a  greatdegree 
a(Fe6t  fome  part  of  the  civil- lift  revenues,   his  Majefty,  for 
the  fake  of  remedying  fo  great  an  evil  as  was  intended  by 
that  bill  to  be  prevented,  did  confent   to  ^ccept  any  other 
revenue  of  equal  value,  to  be   fettled  and  appropriated  ia     . 
lieu  of  his  intereft  in  the  faid  duties.     The  bill  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  configned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
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Houfeof  Commons  was  thrown  out  at  the  fecond  read- 
ing. Petitions  againft  the  bill  touching  the  reftail  of 
fpirituous  liquors  were  prefented  by  the  .traders '  to  the 
BritiQi  fugar  colonies,  by  the  merchants  of  Briftol  and 
Liverpool,  reprefenting  the  hardfhips  to  which  they  would 
be  expofed  by  a  law  which  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of 
rum  and  fpirits  diftilled  from  melafies.  In  confequence 
of  thefe  remonftrances,  a  mitigating  claufe  was  inferted, 
in  favour  of  the  compofition  known  by  the  name  of  punch; 
and  diftillers  were  permitted  to  exercife  any  other  employ- 
ment. The  fum  of  feventy  thoufand  pounds  was  voted 
for  making  good  the  deficiencies  that  might  happen  in  the 
civiUlift  by  this  bill,  which  at  length  paiTed  through  the 
Houfe,  though  not  without  reiterated  difptites  and  warm 
altercation.  Violent  oppofition  was  likewife  made  to  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  people  called  quakers,  who  offered 
a  petition,  reprefenting,  that  though  from  motives  of  con- 
fcience  they  refufed  the  payment  of  tithes,  church-rates, 
oblations,  and  ecclefiaftical  dues,  they  were  expofed  ta 
grievous  fufferings  by  profecution  in  the  Exchequer,  eccle- 
fiaftical, and  other  courts,  to  the  imprifonment  of  their 
perfons,  and  the  ruin  of  them  and  their  families.  A  bill 
being  prepared  for  their  relief,  was  read  and  printed :  then 
petitions  were  preferred  againft  it  by  the  clergy  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  of  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Counfel 
was  heard  in  behalf  of  thefe  petitioners,  aad  feveral  alter- 
ations propofed  in  the  bill,  which  after  long  repeated  de- 
bates furmounted  all  oppofition,  and  was  fent  up  to  the 
lords.    ' 

§  XXX.  In  the  month  of  February  the  ICing  had  Cent 
two  members  of  the  privy-council  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
with  a  mefiage,  propofing  a  marriage  between  his  royal 
highnefs  and  the  Prihcefs  of  Saxegotha.  The  propoial 
being  agreeable  to  the  Prince,  the  marriage  was  celebrated 
on  the  twenty- feventh  day  of  April.  Upon  this  occafion 
Mr.  Pulteney  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  to 
hisMajefty,  and  was  fupported  by  Mr«  George  LytteltOA 
and  Mr.   William  Pitt^  who  feifed  this  opportunity  of 
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|)fonouncing  elegant  panegyricks  on  the  Prince  of  Wa!^ 
and  his  amiable  confort.     Thefe  two  young  members  foon 
diftingulflied  themfelves  in  the  Houfe  by  their  eloquence       i;^^. 
and  fuperior  taleriis.     The  attention  of  the  Houfe  was 
afterwards  converted  to  a  bill  for  the  preventing  of  fmug- 
gling;   and  another  for   explaining  the   aft  for  the  more 
efieftual  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  theeleftion  of 
mefnbers  to  ferve   in  parliament*     Both  made  their  .way 
through  the  Lower  Houfe^  and  w€re  ifent  up  to  the  Lords  for 
their  concurrence.    The  number  of  land-^forces  voted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year  was  reduced  to  feven teen  thoufand 
ftven  hundred  and  four  efFcftive  men.     The  fupplies  were 
railed  by  the  malt- tax  and  land-tax,  at  two  fhillings  in  the 
pound,  additional  duties  on  mum,  cyder^  and  perry,  ftanfped 
vellum,  parchment,  arid  paper;  and  by  an  aft  empowering 
his  Majefty  toborro\yfix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  the 
Arising  fund.     In  thisfeffiori  the  parliament  repealed  the  old 
ftatutes  of  England   and    Scotland   againft   conjuration, 
witchcraft,  and  dealing  with  evil  Ypirlts.     Thq  Commons 
iikewifc  pi*epared  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  drfpofition  of  lands  in 
mortrtiain,  whereby  they  became  unalienable,    Againft  this 
meafore  petitions   were  prefented  by   the  two  unfverfities, 
the  colleges  of  Eton,  Winchefter,  and  Weftminfter,  and 
divers  hofpitals  thatfubfifted  by  charitable  donations.     In 
favour  of  the  univerfities  and  colleges  a  particular  exempt- 
ing claufe  was  inferted.     SeVeral   other  amendments  were 
made  in  the  bill,  which  pafled  through  both  Houfps,  and 
obtained  the  royal  aflent.     Among  the  afts  paffed  in  this 
feffion,  was  orte. for   naturalifing  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  Wales ;   and  another  for   building  a  bridge 
actofs  the  Thames  from  New- Palace-yard,  in   the  city 
of  Weftminfter,  to  the   oppofite  fliore  in  the  county  of 
Surrey.     The  points  chiefly  debated  in  the  Houfe  o(  Lords 
were  the  addfefs  of  thanks  for  his  Majefty 's  fpeech,   the 
mortmain  bill,  the  Quakers  bill,  which  was  thrown  out, 
and  that  fof  the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  which  did  not 
pafs  without  divifion  and  proteft.     On  the  twentieth  day 
of  May  the  Kingclofed  the  fcfEon  with  a  fpeech,  in  which 
Vol.  II.  LI  he 
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BOOK,  he  told  both  HouTes,  thata  further  convention  touching 
^  ^,,  '_  „  ,1  the  execution  of  the  preliminaries  had  been  made  and 
X736-  communicated  to  him  by  the  Emperor  a,nd  Moft  Chriftian 
King :  and  tliat  negociations  were  carrying  on  by  the 
feveral  powers  engaged  in  the  late  war,  in  order  to  fettle  a 
general  pacification.  He  exprefied  great  concern  at  feeing 
fuch  feeds  of  diiTatisfadiion  fown  among  his  people :  he 
protefted  h  was  his  defire^  and  fhould  be  his  care,  to  pre- 
ferve the prefent  conftitution  in  church  and ftate,  as  bylaw 
eftabli(hed :  he  recommended  harmony  and  mutual  afFedion 
among  all  proteftants  of  the  nation^  as  the  great  fe- 
'  curity  of  that  happy  eftabli&mentj  and  fignified  his  in- 
tention to  vlfit  bis  German  dominions*  Accordingly,  the 
parliament  was  no  fooner  prorogued  than  he  fet  out  for 
Hanover,  after  having  appointed  the  Queen  regent  in  his 
abfence. 

§  XXXI.  Such  a  degree  of  licentioufnefs  prevailed  over 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  kingdom  was  fUleli  with  tumult 
and  riots,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by  proper 
regulations  of  the  civil  government  in  a  due  execution  of 
the  laws.  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  difturbances 
happened  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  feventh  day  of  September. 
John  Porteous,  who  commanded  the  guard  paid  by  that 
city,  a  man  of  brutal  difpofiiion  and  abandoned  morals^ 
had  at  the  execution  of  a  fmuggler  been  provoked  by  fome 
infults  from  the  populace  to  order  his  men,  without  v^ng 
the  previous  formalities  of  the  law,  to  fire  with  ihot  amono- 
the  crowd;  by  which  precipitate  order  feveral  innocent  per- 
fons  loft  their  lives.  Porteous  was  tried  for  murther,  con- 
vi£led,  and  received  fentence  of  death  ;  but  the  Queen,  as 
^  guardian  of  the  realm,  thought  proper  to  indulge  him 

with  a  reprieve.  The  common  people  of  Edinburgh  rc- 
fented  this  lenity  fliown  to  a  criminal  who  was  the  objeA 
of  their  deteftation.  They  remembered  that  pardons  had 
been  granted  to  divers  military  delinquents  in  that  country, 
who  had  been  condemned  by  legal  trial.  They  feemed 
to  think  thofe  were  encouragements  to  oppreffion :  they 
were  fired  by  a  national  jealoufy ;    they  vrerc  fiimulated 

4  by 


G    to    Si    G    Er     n.  5J5 

by  the  x«lAtipq5  and  friends  of  ihftfe  vdtio  bad  hecp  p^     ^,^J^^\ 

thefcd; .  and  thfiy  xpfolvedto  wj^  thoir  vengeance  on  tJtie  , 1    , 

authcHT  pftjj^t  tragedy,  , by  depriving  hUn  of  life,.q;i^1(Jie  if^^'*^ 
very  day  which  the  judges  had  fi?;ed&f  hifi  execuUoir; 
Thus  determined^  they  aiTembled  in  diffeicent  bodiest^aibaut 
tqn-  o'clock  ^t  night.  They  hlocked  up  the  gates  of 
the  city,  to  prevent  the  admiflion  of  the  troops  th^t  were 
Qvartered  in  the  fuburbs.  They  furprifed  and  difarmed  the 
town-guard :  they  broke  open  the  prifon  doors^  ^%g?d 
Sprteou?  froin  thence  to  the  place  of  execution,  andi^av- 
ing  bim  hanging  by  the  neck  on  a  dyer's  pole,  quietly 
diff^e.rfed  to  their  feveral  habitations..  This  exploit, was 
p^rffwcoed  withfiicli  conduit  and  deliberation  ^s  feeoied 
to  be  the  refult  of  apian  formed  by  foi;Be  perfons  of  cpnfe- 
quenCP :  it,  th^refore^  became  the  obje£l  of  a  very  fevere 
enquiry.      , 

§  XXXI^*  During  this  fummer  a  rupture  happened 
bjet^een  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians,  which  laft  reduced 
the  city  of  Afopb  on  the  Black-Sea,  and  over-ran  the 
greateft  part  of  Cri'qi  Tartar y.  The  Czarina  deciarpd. 
war  againft  thjc  Ottoman  Porte^  becaufe  the  Tartars  of  the' 
Crjmea  bad  ^ade-incuf fions  upon  her  frontiers  \  and  when 
fhe  complained  of  thefe  diforders  to  the  Vizir,  (he  received 
no  £aisfa(3;i9n :  befides,  a  large  body  of  Tartars  had,  by 
or4erof  that.minifier,  marched  through  the  Ruffian  pro- 
v.i|>ces  In  d^fpit^  of  the  Emprels,  and  committed  terrible 
havoqk  in  their  route.  The  Emperor  was  obliged  to  en^- 
gage  as  a  party  in  this  war,  by  ^treaty  ofFenflve  and  de^ 
feniive,  which  he  had  many  years  before  concluded  with 
the  Czarina.  Yet,  before  he  declared  himfelf,  he  joined 
^emaritimepowers  in  offering  bis  mediation  to  the  Sultan^ 
V^ho  was  very  well  difpofed  to  peace;  but  the  Czarina 
infifted  upon  her  retaining  Afoph,  which  her  forces  had 
reduced;  and  this  preliminary  article  being  rejeded,  as 
diih'onourable  tothe  Ottoman  empire,  the  court  of  Vienna 
began  to  make  preparations  for  war.  By  this  time  all  the 
belligerent  powers  in  Italy  had  agreed  to  the  preliminaries 
of  peace  concluded   between  the  Emperor  and  Erance. 
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THel>uke  of  Lorraine  had  ef|ioufed  ^he  Erhperor's  tJiJeft 
j>  daaghter,    the   Arcfidochefs  JVlaria  Thferefa,    and  cti&f 
Lorraihe  to  France,'  even* befoTfe  fee  fucceeded  to  Tufcany. 
Don  Carlos  was  crowned  Kingof  Sicily :  Staniflaus  abdi- 
cated^thecrowiT  of  Poland;  and  Auguflus  was  univerfally 
acknowledged  foverejgn  of  that  kingdom.     The  prelimi- 
naries-were   approved  ind   accepted  by  the  diet  of  the 
empire: 'the  King -of  Spain  fen  t  orders  for*  his  tfoopsto 
evacti'attt  Tufcany ;  and  the  provinces  in  Italy  yielded  ta 
the  hoiift  of  Aufttia/    Prince  Eugene,  whbbad  managed 
the  interefts  of  the  Em{)eror  on  thi»  occafion,  did  not  live 
to  fee  the  happy  fruits  of  his   negociatioii.     He  died  at 
Vieiirt^,   in- April,  at  the  age»  of*  feventy-tbree,  leaving 
b£^hin4  him  the  chara^er  of  ""an  invinfcible  hero  and  cort- 
fuintft^te  politician..    He  was  not  long  furvived  by  Count 
Staremberg,   another  Imperial  General,  who  ranked  next 
to  the. prince  in  military   reputation.    'Atotft  the  fajne 
time  Great- Britaifrfaftained  a  national  lofs  in  the  death  of 
Lord^Chancellor  Talbot,  who,  by  brs  worthj  probity,  and 
acquired  accompljfhmehts,  had  dignfified' the  great  ofEce 
^  which  he  had  been'raHed.     He  died  univerfally  lament- 
e<P,^  ihthe  month  of  February,   at  the  age' of  fifty- two  ; 
and  was  fucceeded  on-the -bench  by  Lord  Hardwicke. 
"  §  XXXIII.  The  ICing  being  mdifpofed  m  confequence 
of  havi-ng  been  fatigued  by  a  very  tern peftuous'paffiige  from 
Holland,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  from  the  twenty- 
fiVft  day  of  January  to'tTiefirft  of  February,  and  then  the 
feflion'was  opened  by  commiffion.     The  Lord  Chancellor, 
is  one  of  the  peers  authorifed  by  this  commiffion,  made  a 
i^eeehin  his  Majefty's  name  to  both  Houfe:     With  refpeft 
to^  foreign  affairs,  he  told  them,  that  the  refpedrveads  of 
ceffion  being  exchanged,  .and  orders  given,  for  the  evacu- 
ation and.pofleffion  of  the  feveral  countries  and  places  bjr 
the  'powers  concerned,  according  to   the  allotment  and 
difpofition  of  the  preliminary  articles,  the  great   work  of 
re-eftablifliing  the  general  tranquillity  was  far  advanced: 
that,  however,  common  prudence  called  upon  them  to  be 
very  attentive  to  the  final  conclufion  of  the  new  fettle- 
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ment.  He  faid  his  M^Uefty  could  not  withoutfurprife  znd 
'concern  obfervethe  inany  contrivances  and  attempts 
carried*  on,  in  various  fhapes,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  '  1736. 
nation,  tumultuoufly  to  refift  arid  obftruft  the  execution 
'of  the  laws,  and  to  violate  the  peace  of  the  kino-dom..  He  • 
obferved^  that  the  confideration  of  the  height  to  which 
thefe  audacious  praSices  might  rife  j  if  riot  tiriicly  fuppref- 
fed,  afforded  amelancholy  profpeft,  and  required  particular 
attelition,  left  they,  (liould  affe£i  private  perfons  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  property,  -  as  Veil  as  the  general 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  whole.  After  the  Commons 
hzd  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  and  heard  counfel  on  fome 
controverted  eleftions,  they  proceeded' to  take  the  fdpj^Xy 
Into  confideration.  They  voted  ten  tlioufand  men  for 
the  fea-fervice.  Thev  continued  for  the  lahd-fervice  the 
fame  number  they  had  maintained  in  times  of  tranqullirty, 
amounting  to  feventeen  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  four; 
T)ut  this  meafure  was  not  adopted  without  oppofition  :  the 
money  was  rai fed  by  the  land  and  malt-. taxes,  re-enforced 
Wth  one  million  granted  oiit  of  the  finkmg  fund.  * .' , ! 

'  §  XXXI V.  The  chief  fubjefl  of  contention  thatfpre- 
fented  Ttfelf  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  was  a  motioii 
which  Mr.  PuJteney  made  for  an  addrefe  to  his  Majefty, 
'ihat  he  would  he  pleafed  to  fettle  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a-year  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales^  He  repi-e- 
fented  that  fuch  provifipn  was  conformable  to  the  praflice 
of  ancient  times :  that  what  he  propofed  had  been  enjoyed 
'by  his  prefent  Majefty  in  the  life-time  of  his  father  5  arid 
that  a  fettlementof  this  nature  was  reafonable  and  neceffary 
to  afcertain  the  independency  pf  the  apparent  heir  to  the 
crown.  The  mption  yy^s  vi^oroufly  oppofed  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert W'alpole,  as  an  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  j  as 
an  officious  intermeddling  in  the  King^^'family  aff*airs;  and 
as  an  effort  to  fethis  Majefty  and  the  Pririce  at  variance. 
But  a  mifunderftanding,  it'feems.  had  already  happened  in 
theroyal  family.  The  minifter  in  TOe  midft  of  his  ha- 
.tangue  told  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majef^y's  command,  th^t  on 
thie  preceding  day  the   King  had  fent  a  meffage  to  tile 
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BOOK    "Prince  ly  feveral  noblemen  of  the'firft  quality,  importThg, 

^  _  '  •  ,  that  his  Majefty  had  given  order  for  fettling  a  jointure  upon 

1736.       the  Princefs  of  Wales,   fuitable  to, her  high  rank  and 

dignity,  which  he  would    in   a   pepper  time   lay  before 

parliament,  in  order .  to  be  rendered  more  .certain   and 

iifteftual;  that  although  his  royal  highnefs  had. not  thought 

^fit,  by  any  application  to  his  Majefty,.  to  defire  that  his 
allowance  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  might  be  rendered  lefs 
precarious,  the  King,  to  prevent  the  bad  cohfequences 
which  be  apprehended  might  follow  from  the  undutiful 
meafurcs  which  his"  IVfajefty  was  informed  the  Prmcchad 
been  advifed  to  purftie,  would  grant  to  his  royal  highnefs, 
for  his  Majefty's  life,  the  faid  fifty  thoufand  pounds  per 
annuni,  to  be  ifliied  but  of  the  civil-lift  revenues,  over 
and.  above  the  Prince's  revenues  arifing  from  the  duchy  of 
t!ornwaII,  which  his  Majefty  thought  a. very  competent 
allowance,  confidering  bis   own  numerous  iflue,   and  the 

.great  ejfpenfe  which  did  and  muft  neceflarily  attend  an 
honourable  provifion  for  the  whole  royal  family :  that  the 
Prince,  by  a  verbal  anfwer,  defired  their  lord£bips  to  lay 
hiih  with  all  humility  at  his  Majefty's  feet :  to  afiure  him 
that  he  did,  and  ever  (hould  retain  the  utmoft  duty  for  his 

'royal  perfon:  that  he  was  very  thankful  for  any  ihftance 
of  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  him  or  to  the  Princefs,  and 
particularly  for  his  Majefty's  gracious*  intention  of  fettling  a 

jointure  upon  her  royal  highnefs ;  but,thdt  as  to  the  meflagc, 

"the  affair  was  now   out  of  his  hands,  and,   therefore,  he 

,  could  give  no  anfwer  to  it :  that  his  royal  highnefs  after- 
wards ufed  many  dutiful  expreffions  towards  his  Majefty; 
adding,  "  Indeed,  my  lords,  it  is  in  other  hands,  and  I  am 
"  forry  for  it ;"  or  words  to  that  efFed.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  then  endeavoured  to  demonftrate,  that  the  annual 
fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  as  much  as  the  King 
could  afford  to  allow  for  the  Prince's  maintenance  j  and  he 
expatiated   upon  the  bad  confequences  that  might  enfue, 

..if  the  fon  fliould  be  rendered  ^togfsther  independent  of  the 
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§  XXXV.  Thcfe  fuggeftions  did  not  pafs  unanfwered. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  afferted,  that  the  parliament  had 
Xio  right  to   interfere  in  the  creation  or  maintenance  of  a       1726. 
Prince  of  Wales ;  and   that  in  the  cafe  of  Richard  II. 
who,  upon  the  death  of  his  father  the  Black  Prince,  was 
created  Prince  of  Wales,  in  confequence  of  an  addrels 
or  petition  from  parliament,   that  meafure  was  in  all  pro* 
bability  directed  by  the  King  himfelf.     In  anfwer  to  this 
aflertion  it  was  obferved,  that   probably  the  King  would 
not  have  been  fo  forward  in  creating  his  grandfon  Prince 
of  Wales,  if  he  had  not  been  forced  into  this  ftep  by  his 
parliament ;  for  Edward  in  his  old   age  fell  into  a  fort  of 
love-dotage,  and  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  miftrefs,  Alice  Pierce,  and  his.  fecond  fon,  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter;  a  circumftance   that  railed  a  moft 
reafonable  jealoufy  in  the  Black  Prince,  at  that  time  on  his 
deathbed,  who  could  not  but  be  anxious  about  the  fafety 
and  right  of  his  only  fon,  whom  he  found  he  was  foon  to 
leave  a  child  in  the  hands  of  a  doating  grandfather,  and 
an  ambitious,  afpiring  uncle«  The  fupporters  of  the  motion 
obferved,  that  the  allowance    of  fifty  tfaoufand  pounds 
was  not  fufficient   to  defray  the  Prince's  yearly  expenfe, 
without  allotting  one  (hilling  for  zRs  of  charity  and  muni- 
ficence ;  and  that  the  feveral  dedu£tions  for  land- taxes  and 
fees  reduced   it  to  forty-three  thbufand  pounds.     They 
ai&rmed,  that  his  whole  inconfie,  including  the  revenues  of 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  did  not  exceed  fifty-two  thoufand 
pounds  a-year,  though,  by  his  Majefty's  own  regulation, 
the  expenfe  of  the  Prince's  houfehold  amounted  to  fixty- 
three  thoufand.     They  proved,  that  the  produce  of  the 
civil 41  ft  exceeded   nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  afun^ 
above  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  aTyear  more  than  was 
enjoyed  by  his  late  Majefty  i  and  that  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  late  King  the  whole  expenfe  of  his  houfehold   and 
civil  government  did   not  much  exceed  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-year.     They  obferved,  that  the 
parliament  added  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds 
annually  for  a£t&  of  charity  and  bounty,  together  with  ^ 
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the  article  of  fecret  ferv  ice  money;  and  allowed  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Prince 
.  J736,  of  Wales:  that  the  article  of  fecret  feryice  money  had 
prodigioufly  increafed  in  the  late  reign:  by  an  account 
which  happened  tp  be  laid  before  the  parliament,  it  appear- 
ed that  vaft  fums-  of  money  had  been  given  for  purpofes 
which  nobody  underftood,  and  to  perfons  whom  nobody 
knew.  In  the  beginning  of  the  following  feflion  feveral 
members  propofed  that  this  extraordinary  account  ihould 
be  taken  into  confideration  ;  but  the  enquiry  was  warded 
•off  by  the  other  party,  who  declared  that  the  parliament 
could  not  examine  any  account  which  had  been  prefented 
to  a  former  feffion.  The  debate  was  fierce  and  long; 
and  ended  in  a  divifion,  by  which  thcj  motion  was  rejefted. 
A  motion  of  the  fame  nature  was  made  by  Lord  Carteret 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  rife  to  a  very  keen  difpute, 
maintained  by  the  fame  arguments,  and  iffuing  in  the  fame 
termination. 

§  XXX  VI.  The  next  remarkable  conteft  was  occafion- 
ed  by  a  motion  of  Sir  R.  Walpole,  who  propofed  that  the 
fum  of  one  million  ihould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  toi^ 
wards  redeeming  the  like  fum  of  ^  the  increafed  capital  of 
the  South  Sea  company,  commonly  called  South-Sea 
annuities.  Several  members  argued  for  the  expediency 
of  applying  this  fum  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Bank,  as  part  of  that  incumbrance  was  /addled  with 
an  intereft  of  fix:  per  cent,  whereas  the  intereft  paid  for 
the  other  fums  that  conftituted  the  publick  debt  did  not 
exceed  four  per  cent.  Many  plaufible  arguments  were 
offered  on, both  fides  of  the  queftion  j  and  at  length  the 
n^otion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  The  Houfe  having 
yefolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  to  confider  of  the  national 
debt.  Sir  John  Barnard  made  a  motion,  for  enabling  his 
Majefty  to  raife  money  either  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  or 
by  borrowing  at  an  intereft  not  exceeding  three  per 
ctnt.  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming  the  South -Sea 
annuities;  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  annuitants  as  ihould 
fee  inclined  to  fubfcribe  their  refpeftive  annuities,  ihould 
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be  preferred  to  all  bthers.  He  faid,  that  even  thofe  puWlck 
fecurities  which  bore  an  intereft  ot  three  per  cent,  only 
were  fold  at  a  premium  in  Change-Alley :  he  was,  there- 
fore, perfuaded,  that  all  thofe  who  were  willing  to  give  a 
premium  for  a  three  per  cent,  fecurity  would  galdly  lend 
their  money  to  the  government  at  the  fame  intereft,  fhould 
books  of  fubfcription  be  opened  for  that  purpofe,  with  an 
aflurance  jthat  no  part  of  the  principal  fhould  be  paid  ofF 
for  fourteen  years.  He  expatiated  upon  the  national  ad- 
vantages that  would  accrue  from  a  redudion  of  intereft. 
From  eafy  and  obvious  calculations  he  inferred,  that  in 
a  very  little  time  the  intereft  upon  all  the  South-Sea 
annuities  would  be  reduced  from  four  to  three  per  cent, 
without  any  danger  to  publick  credit,  or  breach  of  pub- 
lick  faith :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  would 
amount  to  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum^ 
to  be  applied  only  towards  redeeming  the  capital  of  the 
feveral  trading  companies :  he  proved  that  this  meafure 
would  bring  every  one  of  therfi  fo  much  within  the  power 
of  parliament,  that  they  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  three 
per  cent,  intereft  on  any  reafonable  terms  f  in  which  cafe 
the  finking  fund  would  rife  to  one  million  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  Then  the  parliament  might 
venture  to  annihilate  one  half  of  it,  by  freeing  the  people 
from  the  taxes  upon  coals,  candles,  foap,  leather,  and 
other  fuch  impofitions  as  lay  heavy  upon  the  poor  labour- 
ers and  manufadiurers :  the  remaining  part  of  the  finking 
fund  might  be  applied  towards  the  difcharge  of  thpfe 
annuities  and  publick  debts  which  bore  an  intereft  of 
three  per  cent  only,  and  afterwards  towards ,  diminifhiag 
the  capitals  of  the  feveral  trading  companies  till  the  term 
of  fourteen  years  fhould  be  expired ;  then  the  (inking  fund 
would  again  amount  to  above  a  million  yearly,  which 
would  be  fufficient  for  paying  them  off,  and  freeing  the 
nation  entirely  from  all  its  incumberances.  This  falutary 
fcheme  was  violently  oppofed  by  Alderman  Heathcote, 
and  other  partifans  of  the  miniftry :  yet  all  their  obje£tions 
were  refuted ;  and,  in  order  to  defeat  the  projed,  they 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfc  to  artifice.  Mr.  Winning- 
ton^ 
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ton  moved,  that  all  the  puUick  creditors,  as  well  at  t^ 
South -Sea    annuitants,  flioold  be  comprehended.       %\r 
>73^      jQhn  Barnard  demonftrated,  that  it  might  be  eafy  fot  the 
government  to  borrow  money  at  three  per  cent,  fufficieat 
for  paying  ofiF  fuch  of  the  proprietors  oP  four-and-tweat j 
millions  as  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  that  intereft,  but 
It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  borrow  enough  to  fatisf  j 
the  proprietorsof  four- and'forty  millions,  who  might  choofe 
to  have  their  principal  rather  than  fuch  an  intereft.    Never- 
thel^fs,  relblutronswere  founded  on  this  and  other  alterations 
of  the  original  fcheiine ;  and  a  bill  was  immediately  prepared. 
It  produced  many  other  debates,  and  was  at  laft  poflponed 
by  dint  of  minifterial  influence.  The  fame  venerable  patriot 
who  projected  this  fcheme  moved,  that  as  foon  as  the  inte- 
reft of  all  the  national  redeemable  debt  ihouldbe  reduced  to 
three  per  cent,  the  Houfe  would  takeoflFfome  of  the  heavy 
taxes  which  opprefied  the  poor  and  the  manufacturers : 
but  this  motion  was  rejeded  by  the  majority. 
An.  1737-       §  XXXVIL  The  laft  difputes  of  this  feffion  were  ex- 
cited  by  a  bill  fent  down  from  the  Lords  for  punifhing  the 
magiftrates  and  city  of  Edinburgh^  on  account  of  the 
murther  of  John  Porteous.    In  the  beginning  of  the  feiSon 
Lord  Carteret  recapitulated  the  feveral  tumults  and  riots 
which  had  lately  happened  in  difterent  parts  of  the  king^ 
dom.     He  particularly  infifted  upon  the  atrocious  murther 
of  Captain  Porteous,  as  a  flagrant  infult  upon  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  violation  of  the  publick  peace,  fo  much  the 
more  dangerous,  as  it  feemed  to  have  been  concerted  and 
executed  with  deliberation  and  decency.     He  fufpedled 
that  fome  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had  been  concerned  in 
the  murther,  not  only  from  this  circumftance,  but  like- 
wife  becaufe,  notwithftanding  the  reward  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  which  had  been  oflTered  by  proclamation  for  the 
difcovery  of  any  perfon  who  a<9ed  in  that  tragedy,  not  one 
individual  had  as  yet  been  detedled.     He  feemed  to  think 
that  the  magiftrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that 
the  city  had  forfeited  its  charter;  and  he  propofed  a  mi- 
nute enquiry  into  the  particulars  of  the  affair.     He  was 
fcconded  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  the  Earl  of  Hay  ; 

though 
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though  this  laft  nobleman  difFered  in  opinion  from  him 
with  refpeil  to  the  charter  of  the  city^  which,  he  faid, 
could  not  be  juftly  forfeited  by  the  fault  of  the  magiftracy.  1737* 
The  Lords  refolded,  Thslt  the  magiftrates  and  other  per- 
fons  from  whom  they  might  obtain  the  neceffary  in- 
formation concerning  this  riot  fhould  beordered  to  attend; 
and.  That  an  addrefs  ftiould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
defiring  that  the  different  accounts  and  papers  relating 
to  the  murther  of  Captain  Porteous  might  be  fubmitted 
to  the  peruTal  of  the  Houfe.  Thefe  documents  being 
accordingly  examined,  and  all  the  witnefles  arrived,  in- 
cluding three  Scottifli  judges,  a  debate  arofe  about  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  laft  fliould  be  interrogated,  whether 
at  the  bar,  at  the  table,  or  on  the  woolfacks.  Some 
Scottifh  lords  afTerted,  that  they  had  a  right  to  be  feated 
next  to  the  judges  of  England:  but  after  a  long  debate 
this  claim  was  rejected,  and  the  judges  of  Scotland  appeared 
at  thebar  in  their  robes.  A  bill  was  brought  in  to  difable  ^ 
Alexander  Wilfon,  Efquire,  lord-provoft  of  Edinburgh, 
from  enjoying  any  office  or  place  of  magiftracy  in  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  or  elfewhere  in  Great-Britain;  for  im- 
prifoning  the  faid  Alexander  Wilfon ;  for  abolifliing  the 
guard  of  that  city;  and.  for  taking  away  the  gates  of  the 
Nether-Bow-Port,  fo  as  to  open  a  communication  between 
the  city  and  the  fuburbs,  in  which  the  King's  troops  are 
quartered.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  in  arguing  againft  this 
bill,  faid  he  could  not  think  of  a  proceeding  more  harfh  or 
unprecedented  than  the  prefent,  as  he  believed  there  was 
no  inftance  of  the  whole  weight  of  parliamentary  indig- 
^nation,  for  fuch  he  called  a  proceeding  by  2ih]llexpo/i 
fa£lQ^  falling  upon  any  fingle  perfon,  far  lefs  upon  any 
community,  for  crimes  that  were  within  the  reach  of  the 
inferior  courts  ofjuftice:  for  this,  reafon  he  obferved, 
that  if  the  Lord- Provoft  and  citizens  of  Edinburgh  (hould 
fuffer  in  the  terms  of  the  prefent  bill,  they  would  fuffer  by 
a  cruel,  unjuft,  and  fantaftical  proceeding ;  a  proceeding  of 
which  the  worft  ufe  might  be  made,  if  ever  the  nation 
ihoqld  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  a  partial,  felf- 
'  intcreftcd 
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*^^^^^  intercfted  adminiftration.  He  told  them  he  fat  in  the 
J  parliament  of  Scotland  when  that  part  of  the  treaty  of 
1737*  Union  relating  to  the  privileges  of  the  royal  burghs  was 
fettled  on  the  fame  footing  as  religion,  that  is, -they 
were  made  unalterable  by  any  fubfequent  parliament  of 
Great-Britain.  Notwithftanding  the  eloquence  and 
warmth  of  his  remonftrance,  the  bill  was  fent  down  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  it  produced  a  violent  con- 
teft.  The  Commons  fet  on  foot  a  fevere  fcrutiny  into 
the  particular  circumftances  thit  preceded  and  attended 
the  murther  of  Porteous  :  from  the  examination  of  the 
evidences  it  appeared  that  no  freeman  or  citizen  of  Edin- 
burgh wa?  concerned  in  the  riot,  which  was  chiefly  coni- 
pofed  of  country- people,  excited  by  the  relations  of  fomc 
unhappy  perfons^'bom  Porteous  and  his  men  had  (lain  at 
the  execution  of  the  faiuggler;  arid  thefe  wereafEfted  by 
prentice  boys,  and  the  loweft  clafs  of  vagabonds  that  hap- 
pened to  be  at  Edinburgh  :  that  the  Lord-Pro voft  had 
taken  all  the  precautions  to  prevent  mifchief  that  his  re- 
flexion fuggefted  :  that  he  even  expofed  his  perfon  to  the 
rage  of  the  multitude,  in  his  endeavours  to  difperfe  them  ; 
and,  that  if  he  had  done  amifs,  he  erred  from  want  of 
judgement,  rather  than  from  want  of  inclination  to  pro- 
tect the  unhappy  Porteous,  It  likewife  appeared,  that  Mr, 
Lindfay,  member  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  had  gone  in 
perfon  to  General  Moyle,  commander  of  the  forces  in 
North-Britain,  informed  him  of  the  riot,  implored  his 
immediate  afliftance,  and  promifed  to  conduct  his  trodps 
Into  the  city ;  and  that  l^is  fuit  was  rejp£ted,  becaufe  he 
could  nojt  produce  a  written  order  from  the  magiftracy, 
which  he  neither  could  hav|e  obtained  in  fuch  coiifufion, 
nor  ventured  to  carry  about  hi3  perfon  thrpugh  the  midft 
of  an  enraged  populace.  The  Scottifli  mem'bers  exerted 
themfelves  with  uncommon  vivacity  in  defenfe  of  their 
capital.  They  were  joined  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  Lord 
Cornbury,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  Lord 
Polwarth  declared,  that  if  any  gentleman  would  fhow  where 
one  argument  in  the  charge  againft  the  Lord-Provoft  apd  t^€ 

citY 
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city  of  Edifjbiirgh  had  been  proved,  he  would  that  ihftant 


give  his  vote  for  the  commitment  of  the  bill. .  He  faid, 
if  gentlemen  would  lay.  their  hands  upon  thiir  hearts,  173:^ 
arid  afk  themfelves,  whether  they  would  have  voted  in 
this'  manner  had'  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh  been  that  of  thd 
city  of  Briftol,  York,  or  Norwich,  he  was  perfuaded 
they  woyld  have  required  that  every  tittle  of  the  charge 
agaihfl:  them  ,  fliould  have  been  fully  and  undeniably 
proved.  .  Some  amendments  and  mitigations  being  inferteJ 
in  the  bill,  it  pafled  the  Houfe,  was  fent  back  to  the 
Lords,  vyho  agreed  to  the  alterations^  and.  then  receiycct 
the  royal  aflep t.  . . .     '  . 

^  XXXVni.  The  next  effort  of  the  minifter'was  ob- 
liquely  levelled  at  th^e  liberty  of  the  prefs,   which  it  wasr 
much  for  His  iritereft  to  abridge."  The  errors  of  his  con- 
dudi,  the  myftery  of  that  corruption   which  .Ke  had  fq 
fuccefsfuUy  reduced  to  a  fyftem,^  and  all  the  blemiflies  of 
his  adminiftration,  had    been   expofed  and  ridiciiled,  not 
only  in  political  periodical  writings  produced  by  *the  moft 
eminent  hands,  but  likewife  in  a  fucceinon  of  theatrical 
pieces,  which  met  with  uncommon  fuccefs  among  the 
people.     He  either  wanted  judgement  todiftihgiiifli  men 
of  genius,   Or  could  find   none  that  would  engage  in  his 
fervice:  he,  therefore,  employed  a  fet  of  wretched  authors, 
void  of  iinderftanding  and  ingenuity.     They  undertook 
thedefenfeof  his  miniftry,   and   anfwered  the  animadver- 
fions  of  his  antagonifts.     The  match  was   fo  extremely 
unequal,  that,  inftead  of  juftifying  his  conduft,  they  ex- 
pofed it  to  additional   ridicule  and  contempt ;  and  he  faw 
himfelf  in  danger  of  being  defpifed  by  the  whole  i\ation« 
Herefolvedto  feife  the'firft  opportunity  to  choak  thofe 
canah  through   which  the  toi*rent  of  cenfure  had  flowed 
uppn  his  charafter.     The  manager  of  a  playhoufe  com- 
municated   to  him  a  manufcript   farce,    intituled.    The 
Golden  Rump,   which  was  fraught  with  treafon  and  abufe 
upon  the  government,  and  had  been  prefented  to  the  ftage 
for  exhibition.     This   performance  was  produced  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.    The  minifter  defcanted  upon  the 

infolence. 
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BOOK    infoknce,  the  malice^  the   immorality^  sind  itbe  4e4itiplis 
^    ^\     ,  calumny,  which  had  been  of  late  propagate^  in  theat;ri- 
,  ' -J      cal  pieces.     A  bill  was  brought  in   to  limit  the  number 
of  playhoufes ;  to  fubjefl:  all  dramatick  writers  to  the  in- 
fpedion  of  the  Lord -Chamberlain  ;  and  to  compel  them  to 
take  out  a  licenfe    for  every   produSiQu  before  it  could 
appear  on  the   flrage. '  Notwithftanding  a  vigorpqs  oppo- 
iition,  this  bill  paflfed  through  both    Houfes  wi<h  extra- 
ordinary defpatch,  and  obtained  the  royal  fan^ftion.     In 
'  this  debate  the  Earl   of  Chefterfield  diftinguifbed  himfelf 
by  an  excellent  fpeech,  that  will  ever  endear  his  charafler 
to  all  the  Friends  of  genius  and  literature,  to  atf  thf)ie  who 
are  warmed,  with   zeal  for  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
•'  Our  ftage  (faid  he)  ought  certainly  to  be  .kept 'within 
*'  due  bounds  5  but,  for  this  purpoofe,  our  laws  as  they 
**  ftand  at  prefent  are  fufficient.     If  our  ftage-playcr?  at 
**  any  time  exceed  thofe  bounds,  they  ought  to  be  profe- 
<*  cuted;  they  may  be  punifhed.     We  have  precedents, 
**  we  have  examples  of  perfons  punifhed  for   things  lefs 
*'  criminal  than  fpme  pieces  which  have  been  lately  re- 
**  prcfented  :  a  new  law  muft,  therefore,  be  unneceiHiry  j 
*'  and  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  cannot  be  unneceiTary  with- 
*'  out  being  dangerous.     Every   unr^eceflary  i:efl:rain.t  is  a 
^^  fetten  upon   the  legs,  is  a  ihackle  upon  the  h^ndsof 
**  liberty.     One  of  the  greateft  bleffipgs  we  enjoy,  one  of 
«*'  the  greateft  .bleflings  a  people  can  enjoy,  is  liberty. 
*^  But  every  good  in  this  life  has  its  allay  of  evil.     Li- 
^'  centioufnefs  is  the  alUy  of  liberty.    It  i^  an  ebullition., 
•'  an  excrefeilce;  it  is  a  fpeck  upon  the  eye  of  the  politi-* 
**  cal  body,  which  I  can  never  touch  but  with  a  gentle, 
with  a  trembling  hand,'  left  I  deftroy  the  body;  left  I 
injure  the  eye  upon  which  it  is  apt  to  appear*    If  the 
ftage  becomes  at  any  time  licentious,  if  a  play  appears  to 
^'  be  a  libel  upon  the  government,  or  upon  any  particular 
<<  man,  the  King's  courts  are  open^  the  law  is  fufficienC 
to  punlfli  the  offender.     If  poets  and  players  are  to  be 
reftrained,  let  them  be  reftrained  as  other  fubje£ls  are, 
by  the  known  laws  of  their  country;  if  they  offend, 

"let 
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<«  let  them  be  tried  as  every  Englifliman  ought  to  be»  by  C  H  a  p« 

**  God  and  their  country.    Do  not  let  us  fubjeft  them  ^^     \_  ^ 

^  to  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure  of  any  one  man*     A       1737. 

^^  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  man  to  judge 

^<  and  determine  without  limitation,  control,  or  appeal,  is 

<^  a  fort  of  power  unknown  to  our  laws,  inconfiftent 

«<  with  our  conftitution.    It  is   a  higher,  a  more  abfolute 

(c  power  than  we  truft  even  to  the  King  himfelf ;  and, 

^^  therefore,   1  muft  think  we  ought  not  to  veft  any 

<<  fuch  power  in  his  Majefty's  lord-chamberla^i/'    His 

arguments  had   no  effed,  though  the  Houfe  admired  his 

elocution  ;   and  the  playhoufe  bill  pafled  into  a  law.     On 

the  twenty-firft  day  of  June  the  King  made  a  ihort  fpeech 

to  both  Houfes,  and  the  Lord'Chancellor  prorogued  the 

parliament. 
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